Accommodation

in Brussels accommodaiion is available in ol price categories as is clear

from the information below, Early booking is highly recommended. All
information concerning hatels in B an be consulted vi
hita:/ Sarwew dir comy m/inde [
indicative (valid in January 2002 {for double rooims o maximum of
25 EUR should be added).
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by March

I you prefer ic have your hotel boaked by the <
the appropriate box on the registration form (to b reiu
3N ot the very loiest]).

Registration fees

Registration fees include:

* conference documents and proceet!ings

* welcome reception

* admission fo the conference and posier sessicns
e coffee/tea served during breaks

e 3 lunches (sandwiches)

Cancellation and refunding
The registration fee will be refunded if cancellation reaches us before
August 31, 2002. After that date no refunding will be made.
Further information
The second announcement with detailed information and the provisional

programme will be mailed in April 2002 to those persons who have
refurned the registration form.
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Conference-secretariat and registration of delegates

Flanders Marine Institute (V9LiZ)

Tha Calour of Ccean Daia

Yiciorialoan 3, B-8400 Ostend, Belgium
59/34 21 3¢

/34 21 31

Forn dovliz.be

Email: cod@
hitp:/ Sarirwadiz be/cod

The Palais des Congres
Coudenberg 3, B-1000 Brussals
Fax +32{0)2-515 13 10
http://www.palcobru.be

Scientific Committee

Efstathios Balopoulos {(HNODC; IOC/IODE), Murray Brown (Phoenix
Training Consultants), Mark Costello {OBIS/CoML}, Carlo Heip
(NIOO/CEMO), Syd Levitus (NODC Washington; WDC-A), Jan Mees
(VLZ), Nick Mikhaelov (RIHMI-WDC), Savi Narayanan (MEDS), Peter
Pissierssens (IOC/IODE), Peter Schalk (ETI), Ben Searle {AOL}Z;
IOC/IODE), Edward Vanden Berghe (VLIZ}, Magda Vinex (University
Ghent), Ron Wilson (University of Delaware)

Organizing Committee

Chairman: Edward Vanden Berghe (VLIZ, Belgium)

Members: Mark Costello (OBIS/CoML}, Rudy Herman (AWI, Belgium),
Jan Mees (VLIZ, Belgium), Frank Monteny {OSTC, Belgium), Peter
Pissierssens (IOC/IODE, France), Greg Reed {IOC/IODE, France),
Serge Scory (MUMM, Belgium), Jan Seys (VLIZ, Belgium)

VUZ Secretariat {address sa¢ above)
http://www.vliz.be/cod

THE COLOUR
OF OCEAN DATA

International symposium on oceanographic
data and information management
with special atfention to biological data

The Palais des Congreés, Brussels, Belgium
November 25-27, 2002

Organized by:

Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ)

Federal Office for Scientific, Technical and Cultural Affairs (OSTC), Belgium
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission / International
Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IOC/IODE)

Ocean Biogeographic Information System / Census of Marine Life
{OBIS/CoML)

http://www.vliz.be/cod
cod@vliz.be
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Scope and objectives

pi WY G U
glomli as well as Iu\ ol maders Vu‘d amounis of pnysical, che
biological seeanographic Hok, are collected in all seas and oceans of
the world. International networks are created to stendardize date
formats and facilitate data szxrhonqe So far major emphasis has been
on the standardization and exchange of physical oceanographic data in
open ocean conditions.

But the colour of the ocean data is changing. The ‘blus’ ocean sciences
get increasingly interested in including gno’uqlcai, chemical and
biological data {e.g. the newly created IODE Group of Experts on

agical and Chemical Data Managermeni and Exchange Praciises -
MEP]. Moreover the shallow sea areas get more and more
attention as highly productive biological areas that need to be seen in
close association with the deep seas. How io fill in the gap of widely
acceptad standards for dates structures that can serve the deep 'biue’
and the shallow ‘green’ biological data management is a maior issue
that has fo be addressed.

And there is mors: data has fo be turned inf information. In the confext
of ocaan doia management, scientisis, dato manag ad decision
nml ars are all vcry mm:h dz‘;:wlder-.i' on each other. Dacision makers will

and
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papers, ie sions,
final panel discussion.
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Technical sessions

A|| ssions will be consecutive and will consi
onirinutions, followed by submitied oral o

one or two invifed
niaiions.

Session 1:

Marine capac:ty bu:ldmg in global programmes
: : sl pi SOrammes,
shments

lncﬁ hava ﬂle\,: d
aarily fo dr»~

R >16.
» and sustoin longderm loce *'
copa u‘v that is broad in scope? What inifiafives are on the horizon,
howr rooust!, are they supportad, and how de they mesh with the IOC

Proqrumme 5 mission?

Session 2:

Biodiversity data
Biodiversity has raceived much aftention ofter the Rio Conference now
nearly 10 years ago. Where do we stand? Which databses have been
developed for iaxoromy and biogeegraphy, and which are specific for
marine organisms? What tools do we have for the anclysis of
biodiversity data? Which tools and formats for shoring data? s it
passible, af this peint, to devalop standard species lisis and gazetteers
te facilitate information ex 8¢ How is biodiversity data being used
in decision making? Do we have the necessary institutional capacity to
deal with these dota fypes?

Session 3:

Ecological and community data
Masine scosysterss are incre mngiy un<1=—r pressure of commearcial

i Do we b ¢ s the impact of this
and how ars any

resulting data shared between scientists and decision makers2 Which
tools and/or models exist to analyse ecological communities, and
predict their resilience against disturbance? What, if any, are the data
structures used fo store information on ecological processes, community
structure and population densities? How are ecological data
exchanged? And, as for the biodiversity data, which institutions can
tackle the challenge of storing, managing and exchanging ecological
dato?

Session 4:

New internet developments
tensible Markup Language, or XML, is a powerful new tool, not only
iructure web page conizni, but also as a tool in data exchange.
Efforts are also under wey in ¢ “nographic data community o
develop a marine XML apf , &.9. by the Marine XML Consortium.
fium made? How does Marine XML
2 Is this an opportunity for
a i; ke included in the mainstream of
@2 MNew infernet developments obviously
portal sites, distributed databases

unogrophlc data exchan
> ot stop with XML, arid!
and others also deserve our

Session 5:

Case studies
Thiz session offers an opportunity to demonstrate new developments in
dota management, preferably with clear relevance to decisic:
Some of the topics that might be covered are the role of dat
monitoring obligations in the framework of international conve
OSPAR, setting fishing quotas. ..

Panel discussion
Eight panel members, representing user communities, scientists and data
managers, will have an opportunity to discuss expectations from
devizion makers and scientists towards data managers, and
expactations from data managers towards scientists. The pubii
invited to comment. The panel discussion is organized in two
e Part 1: invited talks {one from a scientist, one from a data manager
one from a decision maker)
e Part 2: open debate, between panel members and the public; the
panel consists of the three invited speakers from part 1, and sihers. The

the first three speakers, before the panel discussion itself starts.

Posters / Demonstrations

The

& 5 of the five
The auihers are raged f 195 Pa; ying attention to
the relevance of their waork for several sessions with

awth sent will be programmed. Computer demonstrations will be
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