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Microplastics in our seas:
an invisible danger?
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Marine litter is a global problem!

Svalbard
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Marine litter is a global problem!

We thoroughly cleaned a beach
of Svalbard!




Plastics break up into little pieces




Occurrence of microplastics in Belgium
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Occurrence of microplastics in Belgium

# microplastics.kg! dry sediment
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Occurrence of microplastics in Belgium

Trends of microplastic concentrations in time
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Is this a problem???

We don’t know yet...

Facts:
e Different organisms ingest microplastics
e (Micro)plastics absorb chemicals

Amphipods

Unknowns:
e Do ingested microplastics cause negative effects?
e Can absorbed chemicals be transferred to organisms?



