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A seabird survey was initiated in 2007 in the National Marine Park of Zakynthos in the 
Ionian Sea (western Greece). The study is part of a broader conservation project on the 
seabird populations of Greece aiming to assess their status, evaluate their breeding 
performance and investigate their foraging ecology. Here we report preliminary data on 
the population of the Cory's shearwater (Calonectris diomedea diomedea), in the 
Strofades island complex, which constitutes the most significant seabird species in this 
National Marine Park area. This long-lived and highly site-faithful species holds a 
substantial colony on Strofades islands, numbering 2,000-3,000 breeding pairs. In a 
sample of 103 nest sites that were being monitored during the last two breeding seasons 
(2007-2008), a hatching and fledging success of 83.5% and 84.9%, respectively, were 
found. Overall breeding success was 0.7 chicks per nesting pair per year, with most nest 
failures occurring during the incubation stage. Meanwhile 30% of hatchling losses were 
attributed to rat predation. Future research will focus on the assessment of the exact 
population size of the colony and its foraging activity in space and time. 


