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The 14th International Meiofauna Conference and its scientific presentations, 
grouped in various categories, are compared with previous conferences. Based 
on this analysis the question will be addressed whether present-day meiobenthos 
research is in the line with the perspectives initially outlined by Prof. Heip for 
general benthic research. Can we expect conformity in the progress of these two 
benthic research fields? Which are the advantages and perils of a close 
harmonization? Would, perhaps, a stronger concentration on microbiological 
interactions be more promising for a strong future meiobenthology?  
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