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1. . Abstract 

The fishery of brown shrimps (Crangon crangon) in the Danish Wadden Sea was 
initiated in 1963, much later than in the German and Dutch Wadden Sea. 

Today four harbours are important for landings of brown shrimps in Denmark: Havne
by on R0m121 and Esbjerg both close to the Wadden Sea. Both harbours are evenly important 
landing places with an annuallanding between 500 and 1 000 tonnes. At the west-coast of 
Jutland, minor landings takes place in Hvide Sande and Thorsminde ( <500 tonnes). 

The Danish brown shrimp fishery was restricted the frrst 12 years in the period 1963-
1974, and the total annuallandings were below 176 tonnes. Landings increased graduiilly from 
1975 until 1982, where 3 107 tonnes were landed. The landings dropped again the following 
years, and decreased down to 744 tonnes in 1985. The annuallandings have fluctuated con
siderably from 1985 to 1993, and between 652 tonnes in 1990 and 2 509 tonnes in 1992. 

In 1993, 23 Danish vessels were registered as brown shrimp beam trawlers in the 
Danish Wadden Sea area outside the restricted area enclosed by the "SHRIMP LINE", which 
conneet the Wadden Sea islands. In August 1977 the "SHRIMP LINE" was enforced to pro
teet the Wadden Sea, east of the line. The highest number of vessels in the Danish brown 
shrimp fishery was in 1978, where 33 vessels were registered. The number of vessels have the 
last 10 years been between 21 and 27. 

LPUE (landing per unit effort (year)) was in average the first 12 years (1963-1974) 
22 tonnes annually per vessel. From 1975-1994 the average LPUE was twice as high, 49 ton
nes per vessel per year. In 1994 the annuallanding per vessel varled between <50 tonnes and 
> 100 tonnes. 

The main fishing seasons are the 2. quarter, and secondary the4. quarter. The fishing 
areas are from north of the Horns Reef down to Amrum outside the German Wadden Sea. The 

· fisheryin the 1. and 2. quarters normally takes place north of Horns Reef, and in the 3. and 
4. quarters the vessels go further south and westwards. · 

The paper summarizes the available data on the Danish brown shrimp fishery, and 
landings in Danish harbours by German and Dutch vessels taken in the Danish area of the 
North Sea (outside the "SHRIMP LINE"). 
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