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SUMMARY 
A full account is given of Anticoma similis Cobb, hitherto insufficiently described; Proon

cholaimus megastoma ( Eberth) is re-described; new records and additional descriptions are 
given of Polygastrophora hexabulba (Filipjev), Halichoanolaimus robustus (Bastian), 
H. ovalis Ditlevsen, and Spiliphera dolichura de Man; new species prop::.sed are Metoncho
laimus brevispiculum and Steineria pulchra. 

The marine freeliving nematodes of Australia have hardly been investigated 
up to the present. The only records are those by Cobb ( 1890, 1893, 1898) and 
Allgen ( 1929, 1951), apart from a short recent paper by the present author 
( 1953). It is proposed to describe the local species from time to time as suffi
cient specimens of each become available. The majority of those described 
below are from inter-tidal levels, a few from material washed up by storms. All 
the places mentioned are in St. Vincent's Gulf, with the exception of Encounter 
Bay, which is on the South Coast. 

Anticoma similis Cobb 

Cobb, 1898, 383, Sydney. 
Figs. 1-4 

de Man, 1904, 13, Tierra del Fuego. 
Allgen, 1930, 248, Staten Island (Tierra del Fuego). 
Micoletzky, 1930, 24, Sundra Island. 
Allgen, 1951, 330, Port Juckson. 

In South Australia, from the Outer Harbour, on wharf piles ( sublittoral), 
and Brighton beach, on sponges, etc.; cast up by the tide after a storm. 

<;> (5X) L 1·5-1·8 mm.; a 30·7-34·8; f3 4·3-5·1; y 5·9-7·5; V 42-45;5 p.c. 
c! (2X) L 1·5-1·65 mm.; a 31·7-47; f3 4·7; y 7 ·5-7 ·8. 
In spite of the list of records given above, this species is not well known. 

The descriptions given by Cobb and by Micoletsky are unfigured and of 
females only; that of de Man is of a juvenile of which only the tail is drawn; 
A~lgen descri~es briefly f~m~les and juveniles from Staten Island, and ;e~rds 
Without drawmg or descnption males and females from Port Jackson "In 'Aus
tralia (Type locality). 

It was suggested by Wieser ( 1953, 16) that the species may be a synonym 
of A. acuminata. It is certainly very close to that species and to A. profunda, 
differing from the former in the shorter absolute length of the spicule, the longer 
tail (measured in anal diameters), and rather shorter cephalic setae, and from 
the latter in the position of the preanal organ, in the more forward position of 
the excretory pore and amph'id, and in the slightly shorter cephalic setae (mea
sured in cephalic diameters). These differences are all very slight, and it is 
probable that when further data is to hand the two species, and probably .some 
others, may be synonymised. 
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