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Summary 

 

 
The outstanding contributor to the study of Australian free-living and plantparasitic nematodes was 
the late N. A. Cobb, who was for many years associated with the Department of Agriculture in New 
South Wales. Most of his work relating to our subject appeared in the Agricultural Gazette of that 
State (1890- 1902) ; the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales (1890- 1898) ; 
and in the Macleay Memorial Volume (1893), published by the latter Society. Many of Cobb's 
articles in the Gazette were re-issued as Miscellaneous Publications by the Department, as also was 
his important paper on “Nematodes, mostly Australian and Fijian” from the Macleay Volume 
(Misc. Publ. No. 13). 
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The outstanding contributor to the study of Australian free-living and plant- 
parasitic nematodes was the late N. A. Cobb, who was for many years associated 
with the Department of Agriculture in New South Wales. Most of his work 
relating to our subject appeared in the Agricultural Gazette of that State (1890- 
1902) ; the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales (1890- 
1898) ; and in the Macleay Memorial Volume (1893), published by the latter 
Society. Many of Cobb's articles in the Gazette were re-issued as Miscellaneous 
Publications by the Department, as also was his important paper on "Nematodes, 
mostly Australian and Fijian7' from the Macleay Volume (Misc. Publ. No. 13). 
I t  was in the publications of the Department that Cobb made known his "nematode 
formula" ( 1890, 1893. 1898, 1902), and described his diff erentiator (1890, 1898) 
which has since been used so extensively as part of a technique for staining, 
dehydrating and clearing minute and delicate objects, including free nematodes. 
His papers included several in the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New 
South Wales dealing with free nematodes, chiefly marine, from Arabia, Ceylon, the 
Mediterranean and Western Europe (1890, 1891, 1894). His main article on Aus- 
tralian marine species appeared in 1898. In some of his accounts of plant-parasitic 
forms (Agr. Gaz. N.S.W.; Macleay Volun~e) ,  information is given regarding 
many species which were not then known to occur in Australia. 

In  the Agricultural Gazette, New South Wales, for 1898 (296-321, 419-454, 
figs. 1-127)) there appeared his ('Extract from M.S. Report on the Parasites of 
Stock." This abundantly illustrated article devotes a great deal of space to free- 
living species, but, unfortunately, though well figured, there is usually no indication 
of locality regarding them. Many are known to occur elsewhere than in Aus- 
tralia and, consequently, in the present census there are included only references 
to the figures of such as are known from information published elsewhere to 
belong to Australian free-living or plant-parasitic species. Cobb's report was re- 
published as Miscellaneous Publication No. 215, Department of Agriculture, New 
South Wales (62 pp.), under the same title, but the cover bears the legend, 
"Nematode Parasites, their Relation to Man and Domesticated Animals." Two 
new figures were interpolated and numbered 40 and 47; consequently there is an 
alteration in the numbering of all figures from figure 40 onwards, when compared 
with that of the original article. In  this census, the original pagination and 
numbering of figures are quoted. 

In  1917 (1918) Miss Irwin-Smith published an excellent anatomical paper 
dealing with some species of Chaetosomatidae from the coast in the vicinity of 
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