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INTRODUCTION

These keys are intended to be mainly used in field, by non-specialists. For
this reason characters have not been used if only visible under microscope (such as
the reproductive apparatus details). We also will reduce the morphological
terminology to a minimum (see Figs. 1 and 2).

The keys apply to Kenya but can easily be applied to any mangrove crabs
from central Somalia to Tanzania. More species are known from Madagascar,
southern Mozambique and Natal where, on the other hand, some of the northern
species are missing. We hope soon to be able to produce a keyword for the whole
East Africa.

We only have considered the species which have been found in mangroves as
constant inhabitants (such as Sesarma guttatum) or anyway as frequent “intruders”
(es.: Grapsus fourmanoiri). It is quite possible that other “intruders” may
occasionally be found, coming from adjacent biotopes (intertidal mud flats, rocky
flats, sheltered cliffs, etc.) which will obviously not fit within these keys. Please
remember that, in no cases keys will be able to substitute the specialist’s experience
and professional literature.

Here are quoted the main sources used for preparing these keys :
Crane, J., 1975. Fiddler crabs of the world. Princeton, N. J.; Princeton

University Press.
Crosnier, A., 1965. Crustacés Décapodes. Grapsidae et Ocypodidae.

Faune Madagascar 18: 1-143,

Hartnoll R. G., 1975. Grapsidae and Ocypodidae (Decapoda: Brachyura)
of Tanzania. Journal of Zoology 177: 305-328

Macnae W., 1968. A general account of the fauna and flora of the
mangrove swamps and forest in the Indo-West Pacific region.
Advances in marine Biology 6: 73-270

Sakai T., 1976. Crabs of Japan and the adjacent seas. Kodansha Ltd.,
Japan

Vannini M. & Valmori P., 1981. Researches on the coast of Somalia. The
shore and the dune of Sar Uanle. 30. Grapsidae (Decapoda
Brachyura). Monitore Zoologico Italiano NS (Supplemento) 14: 57-
101

Vannini M. & Valmori P., 1981. Researches on the coast of Somalia. The
shore and the dune of Sar Uanle. 30. Ocypodidae and Gecarcinidae
(Decapoda  Brachyura). Monitore  Zoologico Italiano NS
(Supplemento) 14: 199-226

Terminology :

Crabs, being Decapods, have 10 visible (5 pairs) thoracic appendix (pereiopods or
pereopods). The first pair are called chelae, claw or hands. The following 4 pairs can
be called walking legs . The 1%, 2™, 3 and 4" walking legs correspond thus to the
2", 3%, 4" and 5™ pereiopods. In the following text will we use the terms claw and
1" - 4" walking legs. The claw has two fingers : an immobile (the expansion of
propodus) and a mobile one (dactylus). Here, they will always be called mobile and
immobile finger.
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Lumnitzera racemosa. Kanya Avicennia marina, Kenya

Ceriops tagal, Kenya Ceriops tagal (upper)
Xylocarpus granatum {lower)



