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ABSTRACT 

Chelidonura amoena Bergh, 1905 is redescribed, principally on material from 
Australia. The single extant type specimen is designated as lectotype. Considerable 
intraspecific colour variation is evident, with that relating to the caudal lobes being 
greatest. The variation in coloration and shape observed in one specimen from Belau 
lies outside those described for C. amoena and we believe it could be explained as the 
product of hybridisation with C. electra Rudman, 1970. Aggregation for the purpose 
of breeding is shown to be normal for C. amoena. The collection data and observations 
indicate C. amoena is widely distributed in the tropical western Pacific and eastern 
Indian Oceans with disparate limits on the eastern and western coaSts of the Australian 
continent. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Chelidonura amoena Bergh, 1905 is a little­
known member of the Aglajidae, a family of 
advanced, carnivorous, cephalaspidean 
opisthobranchs. The species was described from 
two specimens collected in 1899 at "Saleyer'' ( • 
Selayar) Island, southern Sulawesi, Indonesia, 
during the "Siboga" Expedition and it was not 
reported agmn until Coleman ( 1975) illustrated 
it in his popular book What Shell is That?. That 
report was based on a specimen from Coral Bay, 
central Western Australia, found in 1972. Ho 
(1989)wroteanillustratedaccountaboutaspeci­
menfromPulau Kapas, Malaysia. More recently, 
photographs of specimens from Western Aus­
tralia have appeared in books by Wells et al. 
(1990)andWellsandBryce(1993),andthename 
hasbeenusedintaxonomic(Rudman 1970, 1974; 
Gosliner 1980) and faunal (Wells and Slack­
Smith 1986) checklists. However,atno time have 
authors actually compared their material with 
the original specimens, or has the species been 
redescribed on live or freshly collected material. 
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Spurred by finding one specimen on the Great 
Barrier Reef, Queensland, Australia, we have 
accumulated data on external morphology, in­
ternal anatomy (shell, buccal bulb, penial com­
plex), reproductive behaviour and geographic 
range pertaining to this distinctive and inter­
esting opisthobranch. The extent of intraspecific 
variation in coloration in this species has turned 
out to be considerable - seemingly greater than 
that recorded in any other species of Cheli­
donura. One animal from Belau (• Palau) pos­
sibly represents a hybrid with C. electra 
Rudman,. 1970. Finally, the geographic range 
of C. amoena has turned out to be much more 
extensive than previously appreciated, and the 
species has proven to be relatively common in 
parts of this range. 

Abbreviations used in the text are as follows: 
AMS, Australian Museum, Sydney; NMV, Mu­
seum of Victoria, Melbourne; NTM, Museum 
and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Dar­
win; W AM, Western Australian Museum, Perth; 
ZMA, Zoologisch Museum, Universiteit van 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 




















