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NOTES lCHTYOLOGlQUES 

A NEW SPECIES fOR lliE MEDITERRA­
NEAN AND SPANISH ICHTHYOFAUNA : 
D!COLOGOGLOSSA HEXOPHTAL/tfA (BEN­
NETT. 1831 ) (PISCES, SOLElDAE) FROM 
CATALAN WATI:RS. 

JESUS MATALLANAS. Departemento de Zoo­
/ogta. Universidad A wonoma de Barcelona. 
BELLA TERRA, Barcelona, ESPAGNE. 

RESUM£ : Dicologoglossa hexophthalma est 
connuc dans l'Atlantique oriental du Portugal 
a I' Angola. La capture, au chalut, de trois speci­
mens de eel te espece a Palam6s et a Port de la 
Selva (NI::. d'Espagne) etend son aire de dist ribu­
tion a la Mediterranee occidentale. Les princi­
paux cuactcres meristiques et numeriques des 
trois specimens sont indiqucs. 

SUMMARY : To date, Dicologoglossa hexo­
pltthalma had been mentioned solely in the 
eastern Atlantic, from Portugal to Angola. The 
capture, by trawlers, of three specimens of this 
species in Palam6s and Port de la Selva (NE 
Spain) allows its distnbuuon area to be ex­
tended to the Mediterranean. The main mor­
phometric and mensuc data of the three spe­
cimens mentioned are given. 

RESUMEN : Hasta ahora, Dicologoglossa hexo­
phthalma hab(a sido senalada 6nicamente en el 
Atl:l.ntico oriental , de Portugal a Angola. La 
captura al arrastre, en Palam6s y Port de la 
Selva (NE de Espana}, de tres ejemplares de 
esta especie permite ampUar su uea de distri­
buci6n al Mcdlterr4neo occidental. Se indican 
los principales caracteres mctricos y numericos 
de los especfmenes capturados. 

Dicologoglossa ltexopl11halma is a species 
native to the wum-temperate Eastern Atlantic. 
The information provided by various authors 
regarding Its specific geographical disuibu tion 
was brought together by Torchio (1973). The 
species is found in the Eastern Atlantic, from 
Portugal to Angola, including the Madeira and 
Canary Islands. It Uves on sandy bottoms and 
Uoris et al. (1978) found it on depths between 
15 and 146 metres. Up to now there seems to 
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have been no indication of the presence of D. 
hexophthalma in the Mediterranean. 

The three specimens studied were caught 
along the calalan coastline (NE Spain) : one 
was trawled between 50 and 100 m on sandy 
bottom, off Palam6s (Catalan sea) ; the remai­
ning two, also trawled but with no depth spe­
cification, come from Port de la Selva (Gulf of 
Lions) : one of them was taken on 2/ l 2/ 1977 
and the other in November 1980. 

Description and discussion. In Table 1 we give 
the main morphometric and meristic data of 
the three specimens under consideration. AU 
orbital measurements have been taken from 
right eye. General pattern and the distribution 
of the oceW of the three specimens arc similar 
to the description given by Chabanaud (1927). 

If we compare the data of our specimens 
(Table I) with those given by Chabanaud 
(1927) and Nielsen (1965) for the Atlantic 
specimens, we can see that, except for the 
number of lateral line scales (smaller number 
in the Atlantic) and the body depth (greater 
in the Atlantic), the other characters are iden­
tical 

In my opinion, the presence of D. llexo­
phthalma in this area cannot be considered as 
being accidental, since the three specimens 
were taken on different dates and in two dif­
ferent locations. So/ea senegalensis , another 
Atlantic Soleidae, was first mentioned for Me­
diterranean by Rodriguez & Rodriguez (1980) 
off Fuengirola (AJbor:l.n sea) and is abundant 
in some parts of the Spanish Levante, such as 
CasteU6n and S. Carlos de la R4pita (De Sostoa 
& De Sostoa, 1981 ) What's happened then ? 
It is my believe that D. hexophthalma and S. 
senegalensis have been confused for a long 
time in Mediterranean with Microcllirus ocella­
tus and So/ea vulgaris respectively. 

To my knowledge there is no indication of 
D. hexophthalma having been captured off 
the Spanish South-Atlantic coast. Thus this is 
its first mention for the Spanish ichthyofauna 
and also for the Mediterranean sea. 
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titude to Sr. Moreno for his kind donation of 
the specimens from Port de la Selva for study. 
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