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EDITORIAL

f  V  It was a great honour to be 
elected as C hair o f the Marine 
Board-ESF in Bergen in May 

I  th is  year. I am  looking forward
to the duties ahead. The Marine 
B o a r d  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in 

s h a p i n g  f u t u r e  E u r o p e a n  

■  m a r i n e  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y

In the Marine Board, we w ant to strengthen further our 
cooperation w ith scientists, organisations, the EU 
Com m ission and authorities in the various aspects of 
marine science and technology. The Board and the 
Secretaria t are looking forward to m axim ising these 
opportunities. Som e points to tha t effect:
Like other sectors, the marine and m aritime sectors 
have to figh t fo r attention and to raise awareness 
am ongst the decision m akers and the public. Nothing 
com es about on its own. It is an obligation for the 
Marine Board to advocate the necessary role and 
contribution o f marine science and technology in 
Europe. W e need to support the developm ent of the 
very best science, and at the sam e tim e link it to the 
societal and econom ic developm ent o f Europe, thus 
supporting the goals of the Lisbon Agenda. W e are 
certain tha t the marine and m aritime sector is w idely 
underestim ated in tha t respect, w ith an untapped 
potential fo r development.
It has been interesting to w itness the evolution of the 
7th Frame W ork Program m e (FP7). As it looks now, 
marine issues are more secured than when com pared 
to the FP6. Marine issues are m ostly found in the Food 
and Environm ent Themes, but im portant marine and 
marine related issues are found, or rather should be 
found, in the other Them es as well. S ince marine issues 
are not addressed via a dedicated Theme, it is 
necessary to ensure tha t all Them es pay proper 
attention to marine issues as a cross-cutting activity, as 
is intentionally stated in the FP7 programme.
The EU Com m ission issued its Green Paper on a 
Future European M aritime Policy in June 2006. The 
consultation period ends June 30, 2007. The Marine 
Board considers a European M aritim e Policy as 
extrem ely im portant fo r Europe in order to tie together 
various issues in a coherent manner. Europe currently 
lacks such a policy. The Marine Board is preparing a 
response to the Green Paper, and in doing so is 
cooperating w ith other marine science organisations. 
Finally I proudly w elcom e the publication of Navigating  
the Future III which we consider to be a major 
contribution in charting our route through the 
challenging tim es ahead.

Lars Horn
Marine Board Chair as of June 2006.

WELCOME

On beha lf o f the team  at the Secretariat, I am 
delighted to w elcom e the opportunity to w ork w ith Lars 
Horn (D irector o f Departm ent fo r Marine Environm ent 
and Resources, Research Council o f Norway). W ith 
his background in engineering and offshore industrial 
technology, national marine program me development, 
and his particular experience in foresight initiatives, we 
are aware tha t Lars will have a very focussed and 
pragm atic approach to delivering the Marine Board’s 
output for the betterm ent o f marine research in 
Europe. Lars is well com plem ented by the profiles of 
the newly configured Executive Com m ittee including 
existing V ice C hair Jan de Leeuw, and newly elected 
V ice Chairs Kaisa Kononen, Jan Mees and Kostas 
Nittis.
O f course, in welcom ing the opportunity to w ork with 
Lars, we would also like to express our thanks to 
Jean-Francois Minster, who was our Chairm an fo r the 
period 2002-m id 2006. Jean-Francois, w ith the then 
Executive Com m ittee Vice Chairs: Jan de Leeuw, Phil 
Newton, G eoffrey O ’Sullivan and Mario Ruivo, was 
largely responsible fo r increasing the profile and 
bringing forward the activities o f the Board during this 
period.. In w ishing Jean-Francois every success in his 
new responsibility as Total Senior Vice President , we 
would also like to thank him for his support to the 
Secretariat, and hope tha t we will continue to have 
opportunities to interact w ith him.
Lars is taking on the responsibility for the Marine 
Board at a tim e when the expectations for the role of, 
and output from, the M arine Board are increasing. I 
am sure tha t Lars has many ideas to m axim ise Marine 
Board’s w ork in supporting marine research in Europe, 
and in securing the role o f marine research in 
inform ing the developm ent o f sound policies. The 
team  at the Secretariat looks forward to working with 
Lars on this.

Niamh Connolly -  Executive Scientific Secretary
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2006

Navigating the Future iii
Marine Board Position Paper 8 (Nov 2006)

Navigating the Future III informed by the research 
com m unity docum ents the m ost im portant them atic 
research priorities fo r Europe, taking into account the 
priorities not only o f FP7 and the pending European 
M aritime Policy, but also the objectives o f national 
research programmes, the European Marine 
Environm ent S trategy and the G alway Declaration 
2004. In presenting these them atic research priorities 
in a form at accessib le to in ter-disciplinary research 
initiatives, po licym akers and industry, Navigating the 
Future III aims to facilitate an integrated underpinning of 
existing European policies in fisheries, sustainable 
developm ent and m anagem ent o f coastal and oceanic 
regions.
Jean-François Minster, M B-ESF outgoing Chair (2002- 
2006), hopes tha t “N avigating the Future III w ill be  
considered as a crucia l contribution towards  
strengthening existing, and encouraging further 
developm ent of, coordination, cooperation and
networks, and fostering openness towards a m ore  
in tegra ted approach to m arine research in Europe’’.

MarinERA, AMPERA: Towards Joint 
Calls in 2007

MarinERA FP6 ERA-NET -
Coordination of National and 
Regional Marine RTD Activities 
in Europe

2006 has seen the activation o f all M arinERA W ork 
Packages, resulting in concrete outputs regarding
retrospective clustering o f projects and fast tracking the 
developm ent o f common initiatives.
Thus, follow ing the 4th M arinERA Technical Com m ittee 
meeting (Spain, 5-6 O ctober 2006), M arinERA partners 
identified two potential research them es for which they 
could com m it to jo in t program m es based on a possible 
call in late 2007, with probable funding in 2008. The 
identified them es were:
• Regional Drivers to Ecosystem  Change;
• RAPID II - Therm ohaline C irculation in North Atlantic.

AMPERA FP6 ERA-NET -
Concerted Action to Foster 
Prevention and Best Response 
to Accidental Marine Pollution 

The m odality o f a jo in t call and evaluation, but national 
funding, has been agreed by the AM P ER A  consortium. 
The follow ing step will be the form ulation o f the 
research them es for a Pilot Call o f projects in April 
2007.

For further inform ation, see:
http://www.m arinera.net
http://www.am pera-net.info

Marine Board Position Papers series

“Towards a future Maritime Policy for 
the Union’’ -  Marine Board perspective

On 7 June 2006, the European Com m ission adopted a 
Green Paper on a Future M aritim e Policy for the 
European Union. The consultation process w ill last from  
7th June 2006 until 30th June 2007. The Marine Board 
has established a working group to develop its form al 
response. The Marine Board will also contribute to the 
proposed integrated position being developed by 
several European m arine-re lated structures (including 
EFARO, EurOcean, EuroGOOS, ICES, Marine Board, 
Ifremer, KDM, Marine Institute and NOCS).

Salvage operation of the CP Valor

In tegrating M arine  Science 
in Europe

N avig a tin g  the Future - I I -

o

http://www.marinera.net
http://www.ampera-net.info
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EVENTS

Marine Board Representatives

The Marine Board Autum n 06 plenary m eeting was 
kindly hosted by Prof. Gerold W efer at the MARUM 
center in Bremen (Germany). The Board had a very 
fruitfu l meeting, which included observers from  DG 
Research and DG Fisheries and M aritim e Affa irs o f the 
European Com m ission, invited speakers from  European 
organisations.

Prof. Gerold W efer informed the Board he was to step 
down as Marine Board representative. Prof. Gerold 
W efer had been a m em ber o f the Board since its 
creation and he had also served as V ice-C hair o f the 
Executive Committee. The Marine Board Chairman, 
Executive Com m ittee and Secretariat addressed a 
sincere thanks to Prof. Gerold W efer for his work and 
com m itm ent. A  new representative fo r the German 
Research Society (DFG) will be soon appointed to 
continue on w ith this fruitfu l collaboration.

Prof. Gerold Wefer’s farewell -  November 2006, Bremen

The Marine Board Autum n 06 P lenary also gave the 
opportunity to w elcom e new representatives while 
thanking out going representatives:
• Dr. Nicole Papineau replaces Dr. Jean-François 
M inster as the representative from  the Centre National 
pour la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS, France)
• Dr. Sevcan Colpan Polat Beken will replace Prof. Emel 
A rinç as the representative from  the Scientific  and 
Technical Research Council o f Turkey (TÜBITAK, 
T urkey).

Marine Board Secretariat Relocation

The Secretaria t o f the Marine Board - ESF is set to 
move from  its current location in S trasbourg, France to 
the site of the F landers Marine Institute (VLIZ) in 
Ostend, Belgium.

VLIZ building, Ostend - Belgium

The move was decided during the Board’s Spring 06 
Plenary meeting after a total of three possible sites for 
relocation had been reviewed and discussed. The 
potential o f the facilities, potential synergies w ith other 
activities, financial considerations, as well as the best 
service to the role of the Marine Board were all factored 
into consideration. It was felt tha t Ostend offered the 
most in term s o f synergistic potential, w ith the Flanders 
Marine Institute - VLIZ (a M B-ESF M em ber 
O rganisation), UN ESCO ’s Intergovernm ental 
O ceanographic Com m ission, and the European 
A quaculture Society all being located at the sam e site. 
In a parallel developm ent, the European Fisheries and 
A quaculture Research O rganisations (EFARO ) recently 
decided to relocate its secretaria t in association w ith the 
secretaria t o f the M arine Board-ESF, and will also move 
to Ostend. The move is likely to take place in Spring 
2007. Chairm an Lars Horn said: “ The re location o f the 
M arine Board Secretariat to O stend is a very significant 
move, no t on ly  geographically, bu t also as an 
organ isationa l process. The Board is very gra te fu l fo r 
the w hole-hearted support we are rece iv ing from  both  
S trasbourg and O stend to m ake the m ove a success. 
We are confident that we w ill do an even be tte r jo b  
within the E S F  rea lm  at the new  location."

©

Panoramic view from VLIZ offices

V
LIZ
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Marine Board representatives in Bergen -  Spring 2006 Plenary

Editorial team:
Lars Horn -  Marine Board Chair 
Niamh Connolly -  Executive 
Scientific Secretary 
Maud Evrard -  Scientific Assistant

Profile of the Marine Board Secretariat*

-- Niamh C onnolly , PhD
— ’i  Executive Scientific Secretary

. i& >  nconnollv@esf.org
Arrived in 2002

* Marine Board Secretariat also provides the Scientific Secretariat for MarinERA

The Board

Nicolas Walter 
Scientific Assistant
MSc in Space Studies 
nwalter@esf.org 
Arrived in January 2004

Ellen Degott-v.W.Rekowski 
Administrative Assistant
MSc in Environmental Technology
edegott@esf.org
Arrived in March 2006

Audrey Majorek 
Administrative Assistant
Student -  part time staff member
amaiorek@esf.org
Arrived in September 2006

Maud Evrard 
Scientific Assistant
MSc in Agricultural Economics
mevrard@esf.org
Arrived in February 2006

Marine Board -  ESF address:
1 quai Lezay-M arnésia • BP 90015 
F-67080 Strasbourg 
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 68 
Fax: +33 (0)3 88 25 19 54 
Email: m arineboard@ esf.ora 
W ebsite: www.esf.ora/m arineboard

Aurélien Carbonnière 
Scientific Assistant
MSc in Marine Science 
acarbonniere@esf.org 
Arrived in November 2004

Copies of this newsletter can be downloaded from the Marine Board website
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