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I n  1955 t h e  " I n s t i t u t e  f o r  N a tu re  C o n s e r v a t i o n  R e s e a rc h  
( R . I .V .O .N . ) "  a t  B i l t h o v e n  ( N e th e r l a n d s )  made an  a t t e m p t  t o  c a l ­
c u l a t e  t h e  num bers o f  o i l e d  b i r d s  fo u n d  dead  a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
t h e  N e th e r l a n d s  d u r i n g  th e  p e r i o d  1948 t o  1 9 5 8 . P o r  t h a t  p u rp o se  
i t  s t a r t e d  an  i n q u i r y  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i th  t h e  " N e th e r l a n d s  Socie^ 
t y  f o r  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  B i r d s "  a t  Am sterdam . O r g a n i s e d  c o u n ts  
w e re  u n d e r t a k e n  on d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a lo n g  t h e  D u tc h  c o a s t  and 
c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w ere  made on t h e  num bers  o f  t h e  o i l-v ic t^ L m s 
a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  s p e c i e s  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  b e lo n g e d .  T h ese  
w ere  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  by  a m a t e u r - o r n i t h o l o g i s t s ,  
c h i e f l y  members o f  n a t u r a l i s t s - s o c i e t i e s  and  b y  t h e  s t a f f - o r n i -  
t h o l o g i s t s  o f  th e  R . I .V .O .N .  Porms w ere  u s e d  t o  make t h e  i n f o r ­
m a t io n s  a s  u n i fo rm  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  co m p ariso n ,

I n  th e  y e a r s  195 6 -1 9 5 8  r e g u l a r  c o u n ts  ( i . e .  n e a r l y  e v e r y  
m o n th ) ,  h o w e v er ,  w ere  made a t  a  few  p l a c e s  o n l y .  T h i s  h ap p en ed  
t o  be  on  t h e  W a d d e n - i s la n d s  and i n  1956 a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t  o f  H o l­
l a n d  (Den H e ld e r  t o  H o o k - o f - H o l l a n d ) . I n  1 9 5 7 -1 9 5 8  t h e  c o u n ts  
a lo n g  th e  l a s t - n a m e d  c o a s t  w ere  made l e s s  r e g u l a r l y . ,  a s  was a l s o  
t h e  c a se  on th e  i s l a n d s  o f  Z e e la n d  ( D e l t a p l a n - a r e a ) .

The r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  t h e s e  c o u n ts  a r e  g i v e n  i n  S c h e d u le  1 .  •
I n  t h i s  s c h e d u le  o n l y  o i l - v i c t i m s  a r e  m e n t io n e d ,  n o t  t h e  many 
o t h e r  b i r d s  w h ic h  w ere  a l s o  fo u n d  dead  on t h e  b e a c h .  T hese  o t h e r  
b i r d s ,  w h ich  c o u ld  h ave  d i e d  from  p a r a s i t e s ,  h u n g e r  and  c o l d ,  
o r  w h ic h  w ere drowned i n  t h e  s e a  and w ashed a s h o r e  ( a s  i n  th e  
c a s e  o f  many m i g r a t o r y  p a s s e r i n e s ) ,  som etim es o u tn u m b ered  t h e  
o i l - v i c t i m s .  E s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  s e v e r e  f r o s t  (F e b ru a ry -  
M arch  1956) h u n d re d s  o f  d i v e r s ,  d u c k s ,  s c o t e r s  e t c .  w ere  fo und  
d e a d  on t h e  b e a c h  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  w i t h  o i l .

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t s  a r e  w orked  o u t  i n  S c h e d u le  1 i n  
su c h  a  way t h a t  no b i r d s  w ere  c o u n te d  t w i c e .  The num bers  t h e r e f o r  
g i v e  a n  i d e a  how many o i l e d  b i r d s  a t  l e a s t  d i e d  i n  t h e  y e a r s
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1948-195 8  on  th e  D utch  c o a s t  on t h e  k i l o m e t e r s  m e n t io n e d  f o r  
e a c h  m onth .

T h e re  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s p e c i e s  and  a l s o  
i n  th e  num bers o f  o i l e d  b i r d s  b e tw e e n  th e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  (Waddei 
i s l a n d s )  and t h e  more s o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o a s t  ( c o a s t  o f  
H o l la n d  a n n ex  i s l a n d s  o f  Z ee la n d )  e . g .  S c o t e r s ,  E i d e r  and  R ed­
b r e a s t e d  M e rg a n s e r  a r e  more p l e n t i f u l  on  th e  W a d d e n is la n d s ,  t h e  
R a z o r b i l l  i s  more common on t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t s .  T hese  d i f f e r e n ­
c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  n o t  worked o u t  h e r e .

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  c o u n ts  w ere  made r a t h e r  i r r e g u l a r l y  and ' 
t h a t  f o r  i n s t a n c e  n o t  th e  same a r e a  was v i s i t e d  e v e r y  week o r  
m on th , made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  t o t a l  num bers o f  b i r d s  
w ashed a s h o r e  m onth a f t e r  m on th . The a v e ra g e  num bers p e r  k i lo m e ­
t e r  c a l c u l a t e d  p e r  m onth , h o w e v er ,  g iv e  some h o l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h o s e  m o n ths  d u r in g  w hich  r e l a t i v e l y  many k i l o m e t e r s  h ave  
b e e n  c o u n te d .

R e c k o n in g  w i t h  t h e s e  a v e ra g e  num bers ( 'S ch ed u le  1» l a s t  
l i n e )  and a  t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  D u tc h  s e a c o a s t  o f  a b o u t  4O.O km 
a t  l e a s t  15 000 t o  17 000 b i r d s  d i e d  e v e r y  y e a r  on t h i s  c o a s t  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1 9 4 8 -1 9 5 8 .

T i l l  now we have n o t  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  o i l - c o n t a m i n a t e  
s e a b i r d s  f ro m  th e  N o r th  Sea t h a t  s e e k  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  V/addensea 
o r  w h ic h  d r i f t  t h r o u g h  t h e  o u t l e t s  b e tw e e n  t h e  W a d d e n is la n d s  i n t  
t h i s  a r e a .  T h e i r  number i s  n o t  t o  be  n e g l e c t e d  a s  from  t h e  e a s t -  
r e s p e c t i v e  s o u t h - c o a s t  o f  some W a d d e n is la n d s  ev en  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
h i g h  f i g u r e s ,  e . g .  20 and 30 o i l e d  b i r d s  p e r  k i l o m e t e r ,  a r e  
known. Such c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m ig h t  o n l y  be l o c a l .  And 
t h e  same a p p l i e s  more o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  e s t u a r i e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r s  
R h in e ,  Meuse and  S c h e ld t  i n  t h e  D e l t a p l a n - a r e a .

I n  a n y  c a s e  t h e  t o t a l  num ber o f  o i l - v i c t i m s  p e r  y e a r  on  th e  
D u tch  c o a s t  a s  a  w hole  w i l l  be  much h i g h e r  t h a n  15 000 t o  17 00C 
b i r d s ;  i t  may be p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  20 000 b i r d s .  T h i s  num ber s t i l l  
m ust be  l o o k e d  a t  a s  a minimum, a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  num ber o f  b i r d s  
fo u n d  p e r  m onth  n o r m a l ly  w i l l  be l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  num ber 
o f  o i l e d  b i r d s  com ing a s h o r e  p e r  m o n th .

Many o b s e r v e r s  had  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  b i r d s  c a n  be 
c o v e re d  b y  o r  ev en  c o m p le te ly  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  s h i f t i n g  sand  w i th i r .
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a few day s  a f t e r  th e y  w ere  w ashed  a sh o re  by  a  h ig h  t i d e .  On th e  
o t h e r  hand  d u r in g  summer mummified b i r d s  ( h a l f  b u r i e d  i n  th e  
s a n d )  c a n  be fo u n d  on t h e  h i g h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b e a c h ,  w h ich  c e r ­
t a i n l y  came ashore  a l r e a d y  m on ths  a g o .  T h a t  c a t a s t r o p h e s  can  pia;: 
an  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  o i l  p o l l u t i o n  i s  e v id e n t  f ro m  t h e  h ig h  f i ­
g u re  f o r  th e  Common S c o t e r  i n  March ( s e e  S c h e d u le  1 u n d e r  M ela- 
n i t t a  n i g r a ) .

W ith o u t  s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  
w i t h  w h ich  f a c t o r  t h e  a v e ra g e  number m ust be  m u l t i p l i e d  t o  g e t  
t h e  r e a l  number o f  o i l v i c t i m s  p e r  k i l o m e t e r  p e r  m on th .

The a u t h o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  i m p r e s s io n  i s ,  t h a t  f rom  S e p tem b er-  
A p r i l  t h i s  f a c t o r  m ig h t  be 2 o r  ev en  3 and i n  t h e  p e r i o d  A p r i l  - 
S e p tem b er  1 o r  l e s s  t h a n  1 .  T h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n  s e l f - e v i d e n t l y  must 
be  c h e c k e d .

The c o n c l u s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h a t  th e  t o t a l  num b ers  o f  o i l e c  
b i r d s  on th e  D utch  c o a s t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  a  minimum o f  20 000 
b i r d s  a y e a r  and a maximum o f  p e rh a p s  50 000 b i r d s .
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