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O f the 16 P locam ium  species recorded from  the Indian O cean , 9 occur in South Africa. The greatest 
diversity w ithin this taxon is found on the South coast (between C ape Point and Port Elizabeth, viz. 8), while 
only 4 have been reported from  the East coast viz. Plocamium affine  Kützing, P. beckeri Schmitz ex Simons, 
P. collorhiza  (Turner) H ooker & Harvey and P. suhrii Kützing. Two new records and two potential new 
species have been found during recent collections on the Kw aZulu-N ata l and Transkei coasts. Plocamium 
telfairiae  (H ooker & Harvey) Harvey ex Kützing, a species described from  M auritius and reported from  
M ozam bique, was found in northern Kw aZulu-N ata l. This species is m orpho log ica lly  variab le, having at 
least three discernable forms. O n e  o f these forms bears a resemblance to P. sandvicense  J. Agardh. 
A lso, a num ber o f specimens resembling Plocamium abnorme  f. uncinatum  O kam ura  were collected. 
O kam ura  la ter transferred this species to P. telfairiae, but there is some d ou b t as to whether this form  is a 
new species o r not. Plocamium  cf. microcladio ides  South &  Adam s, a New Zealand endem ic, was also 
found w ith in  the study area. O u r m ateria l was slightly narrow er than the described specimen and exhibited 
some characteristics o f P. beckeri and P. carti lagineum  (Linnaeus) Dixon. Plocamium  cf. mertensii, a 
relatively large low intertida l to shallow  subtidal species; and Plocamium  sp. 1, a relatively small, recent, 
deep subtidal species, are described. The establishm ent o f new species w ill be proposed once the relevant 
type m ateria l has been studied.
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