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Fig. 1. C am eron ium  sonorensis ,  new species.
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Species of the genus C am eronium  have h itherto  been known only from the shores 
of the w arm  arid  regions of N orth  A frica  and the Red Sea and  from Zanzibar.  The 
discovery of a new species in cracks in the rocks in the in tert ida l  zone of the desert 
coast of Sonora, Mexico, discloses a verv in teresting  example of insect dis tribution. 
We can antic ipa te  the discovery of o ther species of this genus in s im ilar situations in 
other parts  of the world.

M em bers  of this genus d iffer from other m ar in e  boli toeharinids by the com bina­
tion of the ir  una rm ed  tib iae and  bifid ligulae. A more detailed discussion of the genus 
m ay be found in M oore (1 9 5 6 ) .

C a m e ro n iu m  sonorensis ,  new species

Holotype.  —  F rom  cracks in the rocks in the in tert idal zone at P u n ta  de Ios 
Cuervos, San Carlos Bay, Sonora, M exico ; collected by Ian  Moore, N ovem ber 7, 1962; 
in the California  A cadem y of Sciences.

Paralypes.  —  T hree  specimens, same data  as holotype, in the California Academy 
of Sciences, the San Diego N a tu ra l  H istory  M useum , and  the collection of Ian Moore.

Description o f  holotype.  —  F o rm :  Small,  elongate, subparalle l (fig. 1 ) .  Color: 
Head  piceous. becoming paler anter ior ly ,  p rono tum  rufo-testaceous, mesosternnm 
piceous, elytra rufo-testaceous, with the scutellar region clouded, abdom en piceons. the 
tergites paler apically. an tennae  with the first two segments pale, the others p rogres­
sively darker ,  legs and mouth parts  testaceous.

H e ad :  O rb ic u la r ;  surface evenly convex at the sides, shallowly impressed centrally 
between the eyes, densely reticulate, finely and  ra th e r  densely punc tu red  throughout. 
Eyes at about the ir  length from base of head. A n tenn ae :  F irs t two segments more than 
twice as long as wide, th i rd  a little narro w er  and  a little shorter  than  second, fourth 
through  sixth about as wide as second, not longer than  wide, seventh through tenth 
distinctly transverse, eleventh longer than wide, g radua l ly  narrow ed to apex.

P ro no tu m : A bout as wide as head, transverse, widest nea r  apical th i rd ;  sides 
arcuate  in apical half, sinuate  before the h ind  angles; apical m arg in  s t ra ig h t ;  base 
arcuate .  Surface  convex except for a b road , shallow central impression which is deepest 
near the base. In tegum ent sculptured  very much like the head. E ly tra :  Distinctly 
w'ider and a little longer than  the pronotum . Sides gently arcuate ,  apices straight. 
Surface sculpture  s im ilar  to tha t of p ronotum .

A bdom en:  The first three segments nearly  parallel, thence gradually  tapered to 
apex. Surface  with a sparse network of fine lines; finely, sparsely, somcwdiat asperately 
p un c tu red ;  in terspaces verv shining. L eng th : 2 mm. Sex: unknown.

T he  para types  d iffer in no noticeable way from the holotype.

This  species is very s im ilar  in s tructure  to C. obockianum  but has the head black, 
w'hereas it is pale in the latter.
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K e y  t o  t h e  S p e c i e s  o f  C am eron ium

l a .  H ead  pale...... .......................................................................................... l iebm anni,  obock ianum
Ui. H ead  d a rk
2a. P ron o tum  black ...................................................................................  f lav ipenne
21). P rono tum  pale ..................................................................................... sonorensis-
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