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A wide range o f impacts are caused by marine industries on the seabed and in 

some instances these impacts may affect archaeological remains associated w ith 

the seabed or buried in sediments beneath the seabed. W here we understand 

som ething o f the nature o f the submerged landscapes (such as the southern 

N orth  Sea) these impacts can be m itigated through a range o f approaches. In 

other areas deemed to be ‘unknown’ or o f low archaeological potential it is very 

difficult to develop an approach to the seabed prehistory because o f a set o f p re­

conceptions about the nature o f the seabed.

In order to help educate and inform m aritime industries about the nature of 

the archaeological problems o f submerged prehistory it is im portant that as an 

industry we are clear about what our aims and objectives are when considering 

developing projects in the marine sector. Too often we only have vague notions 

o f what we mean when we discuss the prehistoric record and there is little consi­

deration for example that approaches to late Palaeolithic/Holocene prehistories 

require different strategies to those dealing w ith the lower and middle Palaeo­

lithic.


