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A s to the place of origin of Strobilops we have no reliable data. 
T h e  presence of typical forms of the genus in the Eocene shows tha t 
the group is a very old one, evolved in the Mesozoic. I t  is, more
over, strikingly distinct from all other genera, and wonderfully con
servative in general morphology. U ntil  information from Mesozoic 
stra ta  comes to hand, we can only surmise with some probabili ty that 
Strobilops arose somewhere in the northern  hemisphere. I t  probably 
overran the entire Holarctic realm a long time ago, pushing south
ward into the Oriental region and the A m erican tropics a t  a time 
remote enough to permit the evolution of strongly m arked species in 
these area9.

ANOTHER LARGE MIOCENE SCALA.

BY W . H. DALL.

M r. "W. W . Atwood of the U. S. Geological Survey has been 
making a study of the Miocene s tra ta  of A laska  Peninsu la  and the 
Shumagin Is lands during the past summer, and collected a number 
of interesting fossils. Among these is a specimen of a species of 
Scala, or E piton ium , belonging to the group of g iant Scalidae w’hich 
is so characteristic of the Miocene of Oregon and some other parts of 
the  Pacific coast. T he  list comprised the following species already 
described and figured.

Opalia rug ifera  Dali,
Arctoscala condoni Dali,
Catenoscala oregonensis Dali ; 

together with the species about to be described. T h e  type of A rcto
scala is A . greenlandica  P e r ry ,  a recent species. Opalia rugifera  is 
a member of the group represented in the San Diego Pliocene by 
0 . raricostata  Stearns,  and in the recent fauna by 0 . borealis Gould. 
Catenoscala is a new group in which the anterior th ird  of the whorl 
is covered with a th ick layer of enamel.

Epiton ium  ( A crilla ) atwoodi n. sp.

Shell large, w ith  rotund whorls rapidly increasing in size; sur
face covered with a low reticulate  sculpture comprising low axia l 
lamellae, about 1.5 mm. apart  on the periphery of the whorls, slightly
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retractive, pinched together and  more prominent, and slightly angu
larly  bent, a t  the suture ; these are crossed by low rounded threads, 
with wider interspaces, about a dozen on the penultim ate whorl 
between the sutures ; the surface is also finely sharply  axially  s tr ia te  ; 
the aperture  is rounded, the outer lip slightly reflected and crenulate  
by the spiral threads, but not thickened ; whorls more than five, 
closely adjacent ; base (?); max. diam. 34 ; diam. a t  the truncate  
apex 10 .0 ;  alt. of five whorls (the apex  lost) about 60.0 mm.

T h e  type specimen of this fine species, consisting of in te rna l and 
ex ternal casts, was collected about five miles south of the head 
of P o r t  Moller, in the pass leading across A lask a  P en insu la  called 
Low P ass  C anon, U. S. N at.  Mus. 111072. I l lustrations are in 
preparation.

(P ub l ished  by permission of the D irec tor of the U. S. Geological 
Survey.)

DESCRIPTION OF A MEXICAN LAMPSILIS.

BY H. A. PILSBRY AND L. S. FRIERSON.

L a m p silis  iridella  P .  & F .

T h e  shell is oblong, wider posteriorly, with the beaks a t  the an te 
rior tw o-ninths of the length ; an ter ior end rounded ; posterior part 
sloping above, sub truncate  a t  the end, compressed below the hinge. 
Surface glossy, smoothish, obliquely corrugated  along the posterior 
slope (bu t sometimes very  indistinctly so), and usually hav ing  a group 
of short impressed lines or furrows vertical to the basal margin, near 
the middle of the disk. Of a dull straw or pale greenish color, p ro
fusely marked with green rays, which are usually quite distinct and 
narrow. T h e  valves a re  th in ,  nacre  bluish silvery, very iridescent 
posteriorly. Cardinal teeth small , a single ra the r  stout one in the 
r igh t valve, two more compressed and generally  subequal teeth in 
the left valve. Latera l  teeth very narrow, double in the left, single 
in the r igh t  valve.

L eng th  49, alt. 26, diam. 15 mm.
Valles, Mexico. T ype  no. 93810 A. N. S. P . ,  collected by

M r. A . A . H inkley . Cotypes in collections of H inkley  and Frierson.


