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In m any countries ecosystem s and natural resources are subjected to  an ever 
increasing anthropogenic pressure. O n one hand this necessitates a rational m an­
agem ent on a local, regional and/or even global level. O n the o ther hand  the 
developing status of many o f the countries, w here the  natural degradation  problem s 
culm inate w ith o ther problem s such as social m arginalisation, econom ic recession or 
political instability, require an in tegrated  interdisciplinary approach in o rder to 
reach a sustainable equilibrium  betw een  m an and its environm ent, both  of which 
deserve equal right to  be pro tected .

N um erous studies in the basic and applied sciences are dealing w ith funda­
m en tal issues rela ted  to  our changing environm ent, and am ongst them  som e aim 
to im prove m anagem ent of natu ra l resources. T h e  understanding of natural 
dynam ics or ecosystem  changes for instance is a focus that can include the  cur­
ren t and/or retrospective situation , and that m ay contribu te to  sustainable m an­
agem ent for the future. H ow ever, because changes in an ecosystem  are often 
anthropogenic, and because in a m ajority  o f ecosystems people depend  on the 
natural resources for their daily livelihood, local com m unities may be p art of the 
problem , but they are definitely part o f the solution. In order to understand 
ecosystem  changes, we m ust understand  the subsistence com m unities, o r a t least 
try to  qualify or quantify how  and to  which ex ten t they contribute to  the  ob­
served changes. The m anagem ent of an  ecosystem is no t an issue that is tackled 
by answering to  fundam ental scientific questions only, as exact scientists like to 
believe, but it has o ften  a socio-econom ical basis and  an ethical w indow tha t m ust 
no t be neglected. V arious papers have em phasized the need for understanding of 
ecosystem s from  a social and  hum an sciences perspective, and particularly  in 
com binatory  research this m ay resu lt in productive results. H ow ever, a large 
p roportion  of basic and applied  scientists still have difficulties trying to  accept 
that valuable scientific in form ation  may reside in these science fields. T his is 
w here ethnosciences com e in very handy.
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Ethnosciences study the reciprocal rela tionsh ip  betw een indigenous com m unities 
and their natural and physical environm ent, and may be subdivided according to  the 
discipline studied such as ethnobotany, ethnozoology, ethnoecology, paleoethn- 
obotany, paleoethnozoology, ethnopharm acology and so forth. E thnoscience prove 
to be extrem ely flexible and useful to  com bine with basic and applied scientific 
research.

The above fram ew ork is in line w ith the scope of an in ternational and m ultidis­
ciplinary journal like Environm ent, D evelopm ent and Sustainability, and the sug­
gestion rose to create a special issue bridging th e  gap betw een natural resources and 
their hum an m anagem ent for th e  future using ethnosciences.
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