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A r e c o r d  o f  T r i s i d o s  s e m it o r t a  (L a m a r c k , 1 8 19 ) f r o m  A d e n  
(B iv a lv ia :  A r c id a e )
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T w o  sp ec ie s  o f  t h e  a r c i d  g e n u s  Trisidos  l i ve  in  the  E r y t h r a e a n  re g io n ,  T . tortuosa (L.,  1758)  a n d  T. 
semitorta ( L a m . ,  1819) . T h e  f o r m e r  is a l r e a d y  k n o w n  to  o c c u r  in  th e  G u l f  o f  A d e n  a n d  the  
s o u t h e r n  R e d  S ea .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  n e a r  A d e n  is d o c u m e n t e d  here .

K e y  w o rd s :  B iva lv ia ,  A r c id a e ,  Trisidos, d i s t r i b u t io n ,  E r y t h r a e a n  reg io n .

A cco rd in g  to O liv e r  (1992) th e  bivalve genus Trisidos R ö d in g  1798 (family A rc idae)  is 
rep resen ted  in th e  E ry th r a e a n  fau na l  p ro v in ce  by a  single species, the  T w is ted  a rk  shell 
Trisidos tortuosa (L innaeus ,  1758). U n t i l  recen tly  A den  w as the  only know n locality  for 
th a t  species in  th e  a rea ,  b u t  D ek ker  & D e  C eu n in ck  v an  C ape lle  (1994) also r e c o rd e d  it 
f ro m  two localities a long  the  coast  o f  Y em en  in th e  R e d  Sea p roper .

A l though  S m ith  (1891) r e c o rd e d  a  seco nd  species f rom  A den ,  T. semitorta (L am arck ,  
1819), this w as re jec ted  by  O l iv e r  (1992) as being  b ased  on  juven i le  T. tortuosa. H ow ever ,  
a t  the  sam e tim e he  d id  no t  rule  o u t  the  possibility o f  T. semitorta b e ing  p re s e n t  in the  
area.

A revision o f  sam ples  o f  Trisidos in  th e  N ation a l  M ollusc  C ollection  o f  the  H e b re w  
U nivers ity  o f  J e r u s a le m  (HUJ) rev ea led  th e  p resence  o f  two samples from  A den .  Both 
were label led  T. tortuosa. T h e  one  in th e  A r th u r  Blok collec tion  (H U J  3225) in d e ed  does 
b e long  to this species, b u t  th a t  in  th e  G iorgio  C o e n  collection  (H UJ 3223) is w ith ou t  
d o u b t  a m is iden tif ied  sp ec im en  o f  T. semitorta. T h e  la t te r  differs from  T. tortuosa by  its 
less twisted shell a n d  the  ab sen ce  o f  the  acu te  p o s te r io r  keel.

T h is  re co rd  shows th a t  b o th  T. tortuosa an d  T. semitorta o cc u r  in the so u th e rn  p a r t  o f 
the  E ry th ra e a n  region.
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