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T h e  d e a th  o f  Dr. M arsh  (p la te  7) o n  O ctobe r  12, 1957, was a 
serious loss to A m er ic an  malacology a n d  the  m any  fields to which 
he co n t r ib u te d .  P h i l  was b o rn  in  T o m b s to n e ,  Arizona, on F eb ­
ruary  4, 1891. H is  fa the r  was E. O. M arsh ,  a teacher ,  a  G reek 
scholar,  a n d  a  collector  of good  books, w h ich  fasc inated  P h i l  a n d  
f u r th e re d  his  in te rest in  l i te ra tu re .  T h e se  h a d  m u c h  to do  w ith  
his s t ro n g  convictions th a t  th e  professional m a n  sh o u ld  have a 
well r o u n d e d  educat ion ,  n o t  only for dev e lo p m e n t  of skill, b u t  
also for p e rso n a l  satisfaction. Books a b o u t  g rea t  ph ilosophers  
h e lp ed  P h il  fo rm u la te  a so u n d  co ncep t  of life, w h ich  d id  no t  
p lace  science a n d  re lig ion  in  conflict. I n  the  years ahead ,  he was 
to h e lp  p e rp le x e d  s tuden ts  a n d  scientists to fo rm u la te  the ir  own 
beliefs.

U p o n  g r a d u a t io n  from  th e  University  of M ich ig an  (A.B.) in 
1911, P h i l  e n te r e d  th e  M edica l School. B u t  he en l is ted  on  D e­
cem ber  14, 1917, in  W o r ld  W a r  I. As a  m e m b er  o f  th e  M edical 
Corps, he served u n t i l  J u ly  13, 1919, on  th e  Alsace f ron t ,  C ha teau  
T h ie r r y  a n d  F ism us offensive, an d  in  Ju r igny ,  M t.  Fancon , 
B a rr thev il le  a n d  H a r a m o n t  actions. A fter  his r e tu r n  to  M ich igan , 
h e  was g r a n te d  his M.D. in  1919 a n d  M.A. in 1923.

F o llow ing  his  in te rn sh ip ,  he was a p p o in te d  to th e  staff of the 
M edical School, a n d  served in  I n te r n a l  M edicine, as in s t ruc to r  
f rom  1921 a n d  assistant professor f rom  1924 to 1926. D u r in g  
these years, he  was associated w ith  Dr. L. R. N e w b u rg h  in  m any  
research projects,  an d  toge ther  they developed  th e  h ig h  fa t  d ie t  
for t r e a tm e n t  of d iabetes  m ellitus ,  before the  discovery of insu lin .  
Since he knew  this d iabetes  was hered itary ,  he g r a p p le d  w ith  the 
p ro b lem  of inc reas ing  the  life of you n g  diabetics u n t i l  they  m ig h t
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p roduce  ch i ld ren ,  some of w h o m  w ould  also be diabetics— an 
unsolved p rob lem  to date.

L a te r  h e  prac ticed  in te rn a l  m ed ic ine  in  D e tro i t  for 10 years, 
an d  was a p a r t- t im e co n su l ta n t  for the  Chrysler ¡Motor Com pany, 
i l e  was m a d e  a m e m b er  of S igm a Xi in 1922, a c h a r te r  m e m b er  
of th e  D e tro i t  Academy of Sciences in  1929, a n d  jo in e d  the 
A m erican  M alacological U n io n  in A n n  A rb o r  in  1937.

Mis in te res t  in co llec ting  shells u n d o u b te d ly  was fostered by 
the years he spen t on  M uskinosa,  a n  isle w hich  belonged  to  his 
family, off of D ru m m o n d  Island. A fter  1935, w hen  he collected 
m a r in e  shells in C a lifo rn ia ,  P h i l ’s in te rest in mollusks, his know l­
edge o f  systematics a n d  his zeai for collecting  deve loped  with 
charac ter is t ic  rap id i ty .  In  1936, the  collections of the  la te  B ryan t  
W alke r  moved to \ n n  A rbor.  C alv in  G oodrich ,  th e n  C u r a to r  of 
Mollusks, solicited P h i l ’s assistance, to w ork  w ith  o u r  sm all g ro u p  
in ca ta lo g u in g  th e  100,000 lots in  th e  W a lk e r  collections. In  1938, 
he was a p p o in te d  H o n o ra ry  Associate C u r a to r  of ¡Mollusks, a 
posit ion  w h ich  he he ld  for a lm ost  20 years.

O n e  of his m a jo r  interests  was the  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  la n d  mollusks 
in  M ich igan .  H is stud ies  led to  a p u b l ic a t io n  on  the  S teno trem a  
m o n o d o n  g ro u p  (N au t .  5-Ad 13-116, 1941), in w h ich  he carefully 
d e l im ited  the  ranges of the  tw o species a n d  on e  form as they 
occur in th is  state. B u t  he keenly  app rec ia ted  th a t  the  pa t te rns  
revealed  by the de ta i led  m aps  of all the M ich ig an  species were 
inaccura te ,  because on ly  the reg ions a ro u n d  active centers were 
rep resen ted  reasonab ly  well in  collections. C onsequen t ly ,  Ph il  
w o rk e d  in tensively  to fill in  the  gaps in the  neglec ted  areas. Plans 
are u n d e r  way to pu b l ish  his da ta  posthum ously .

Ear ly  in  1910, Ph il  jo in e d  A la n  A rc h er  on  a co llec ting  t r ip  in to  
so u th e as te rn  states. A fter  a few days in F lo r id a  w ith  the  late Dr. 
Bales, th e  M cG intys  a n d  the  Kotos, they e x p lo re d  the  so u th e rn  
P ie d m o n t  eas tw ard  to n e a r  A ugusta ,  Georgia. In  August,  1941, 
Ph il  ac co m p an ie d  G o o d r ic h  o n  a collecting t r ip  in to  the Rocky 
M o u n ta in s ,  an d  p roved  th a t  Zoögenetes  harpa  (Say) d id  occur 
there. (N a u t .  55:97-98, 1942).

P h i l ’s hobbies  in c lu d e d  travel,  gardening ,  fishing, w r i t in g  l im ­
ericks, concoct ing  puzzles, cook ing  an d  just v is i t ing  w i th  people.
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W hen  he m a rr ie d  O la  G ladys H y l to n ,1 a d o c to r  in  P ub lic  H ea lth ,  
who also h a d  been  associated w i th  the University  of M ichigan, 
they co m b in ed  th e i r  m u tu a l  interests. F ro m  the ir  h o m e in  A nn  
A rbor,  they collected extensively  in  W a sh te n a w  County ,  an d  
helped  grea tly  to m ake  it th e  m ost tho ro u g h ly  collected in the 
G re a t  Lakes region.— H e n r y  y a n  d e r  S c h a l i e .

i M rs. M arsh k in d ly  su p p lie d  in te re s tin g  a n d  p e r t in e n t  in fo rm a tio n  for 
th is  artic le .


