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The Distribution 
of the Genus Tomichia B e n s ,  in xlfrica

by Bernard V E R D C O U R T

T h e  w ri te r  has described (V e r d c o u r t , 1950) a species of H y d ro b ia  
f ro m  m a te r ia l  collected in  the  E. B e lg ian  Congo. A  m ore  deta iled  
e x a m in a t io n  of its r a d u la  has show n th a t  i t  is u n d o u b te d ly  congeneric  
w ith  th e  species of the very .closely re la te d  genus T o m ic h ia  previously 
k n o w n  only f rom  the  coastal d istric ts  of S o u th  A frica. T h i s  close re la ­
t io n sh ip  was u n fo r tu n a te ly  n o t  suspec ted  w h en  th e  species was first 
described, an d  i t  is now  necessary to  tran s fe r  it.

T o m i c h i a  h e n d r ic k x i  ( V e r d c o u r t )  c o m b .  n o v .

H y d r o b ia  h en d r ick x i  V e r d c o u r t  i n  Rev. Zool. Bot. Afric., XL11I,
pp . 213-215 (1950).

T h e  genus T o m ic h ia  is charac te r ised  by the  p e c u l ia r  raised  basal 
p ro je c t io n  of the  cen tra l  tooth . I n  H y d r o b ia  the  base is p ro d u c e d  b u t  
n o t  ra ised  a n d  no transverse line  is to be seen a t  the a n te r io r  end  
of th is  p ro je c t io n  such  as is fo u n d  in  T o m ic h ia .  T h i s  new  species was 
collec ted  by Dr.  H e n d r ic k x  in  a  sm all  s ta g n a n t  ho t-w ate r  p o n d  
( te m p e ra tu re  35-40° C.) a t  K ak o n d o  in  J u ly  1946. K ak o n d o  is s i tu a te d  
on  the  shores of L. Kivu, a b o u t  31 km . n o r th  o f  Costerm ansville .  T h e  
place is th e  site of volcanic activity  w h ich  causes w a rm  w ate r  springs 
to fall in to  the lake w here  they fo rm  travert ines .  T h e  p o n d  is covered 
w i th  L e m n a  polyrrh iza  L., a species of ducw eed .  Dr.  H e n d r ic k x  has 
very k in d ly  su p p l ied  this a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n .

T h i s  rec o rd  very cons iderab ly  ex tends  the  k n o w n  range of the 
genus  by a b o u t  2000 miles. As fa r  as th e  a u th o r  is aw are  the genus 
was prev iously  only kn o w n  f ro m  S o u th  Africa, w here  the  species are 
p rac t ica l ly  restr ic ted  to  the  coastlands of N a ta l  a n d  Cape Province. 
T h e  S. A fr ican  species are d iv ided  in to  two g roups  based on  differences
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in  the  basal p ro je c t io n  of the  cen tra l  to o th  ( W a tso n  in  C o n n o l l y  1939). 
T h e  new  species is m o re  closely re la ted  to  th o se  w ith  it  b r o a d e r  th a n  
long  b u t  there  is n o t  m u c h  difference in  th e  d imensions. F u r th e r  new 
discoveries may still  f u r th e r  obscure the differences, be tw een  the  two 
g roups  T .  h e n d r ic k x i i  is re la ted  to lirata  T urtoni,  caws to n i  C o n n ., 
d ifferens  C o n n . a n d  natalensis  C o n n ., b u t  th e  ju n c t io n  b e tw een  the
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body w horl  a n d  a d ja c e n t  peris tom e is q u i t e  d if fe ren t ju d g in g  by W a t ­
so n ’s figures. T h e  r a d u la  is closer to  th a t  of d i f fe re n s  th a n  to those o f  the 
o th e r  three, b u t  i t  differs f rom  all  the  species  w h ich  have previously  
h a d  p re p a ra t io n s  m a d e  of th e i r  ra d u la e  b y  possessing a m u c h  la rger  
n u m b e r  of transverse rows (115-130). I t  seem s un like ly  th a t  no  species 
occur in  the  in te rv e n in g  te rr i to ry  a n d  f u r t h e r  collecting  is a lm ost cer­
ta in  to b r in g  some to light.
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