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G e la tin o u s  M a sse s  S p a w n e d  b y  S o m e  N a tic id s  
( S a n d -S n a i l s )

I t  is generally stated  th a t members of the 
molluscan fam ily Naticidae glue their egg cap­
sules together w ith  sand to form characteristic 
collar-like s truc tu res  (Allan, 1959; Dakin, 1952; 
Leb our, 1937; Morton, 1958; Rippingale and 
McMichael, 1961), bu t a t least two Australian 
species have been found to spawn th e ir  eggs 
dispersed in  large gelatinous masses.

A single specimen of Conuber conicum  
(Lam arck, 1822) was placed in  a  two-gallon 
aquarium  on 6 Jan u ary  1962, and four weeks 
la te r it  produced a  gelatinous mass containing 
minute eggs w hich subsequently hatched into 
planktotrophic veligers.

In view of th e  unexpected nature of th is 
naticid spawn and the m any interests involved, 
three specim ens of C. conicum  were taken to 
the  National Museum of Victoria in Melbourne 
where they were placed in a  special tank  under 
th e  supervision of the C urator of Molluscs, Miss 
J. Hope M acphersoni w ithin a few days a 
gelatinous egg m ass was spawned, confirming 
the original observation.

Such je lly  m asses a re  common objects on 
A ustralian seashores, but their origin has

baffled m arine b iologists, who have been unable 
to culture the la rv a e  through to an identifiable 
stage. An i llu s tra tio n  is given by Dakin (1952) 
who refers to  th e m  as  ‘Sausage-Blubbers’.

Investigations in  progress with other species 
have so fa r rev ea led  th a t Conuber sordidum  
(Swainson, 1821) spawns a  gelatinous mass, 
but G lo ssa u la x  aulacoglossa  (Pilsbry and 
Vanatta, 1908) a  ‘typical’ sand collar.

A detailed a c o u n t of these egg masses and 
the ir veligers i s  being  prepared for publication.

F lorence V. Murray .
13 Gaynor C o u r t,

Malvern, S .E .4 ,
Victoria., A ustralia .

22 March 1962.
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