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NON-M ARINE MOLLUSKS FROM BRITISH HONDURAS

By FR IT Z  HAAS a n d  ALAN SOLEM 
Chicago N a tu ra l H istory M useum

O utside of the few records listed by von M artens (1890-1901), 
no non-m arine m ollusks have been repo rted  from  B ritish  H o n ­
duras. T h e  availability  of some m ateria l collected by Ivan T . 
Sanderson in  1940 and  W . D. T hom as in  February, 1959, has 
prom pted  this short list. M r. T hom as collected at the R io  Frio 
Cave East, abou t two miles from  A ugustine on the M ounta in  
P ine  R idge, Cayo D istrict, B ritish  H onduras. M r. Sanderson 
collected at several localities as listed u n d er the specific names. 
T h e  m ateria l is all deposited in  Chicago N a tu ra l H istory  M u­
seum , w ith  a set of duplicates of M r. T hom as's shells in  the 
M useum  of C om parative Zoology, H arvard .

M ost of the species are com m on G uatem alan  forms, b u t su r­
prisingly, some species previously know n only from  the Bay
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Islands off H onduras (see Ancey, 1886 and  R ichards, 1938) 
were represented. Some peculiarly  incrusted  fresh-w ater shells 
are reported  on separately (Haas, 1959) . A few forms are figured 
as an  aid  to fu ture  workers.

Pomacea belizensis (Crosse an d  F isch er). S tann Creek Valley.
Pomacea ghiesbreghti ghiesbreghti  (R eev e). K ate’s Lagoon.
Neocyclotus dysoni dysoni (P fe iffer). R io  Frio Cave, K ate’s 

Lagoon, Bokowina.
Choanopoma  (C.) r ig idu lum  (M o re le t) . R io  Frio Cave.
Choanopoma (Colob osty lus) radiosum  (M orelet). (PI. 13, 

figs. 5-7) R io P’rio  Cave.
T w o non-decorticated, elongate freak specimens are shown 

w ith  a norm al indiv idual.
Choanopoma (Choanopomops) largillierti (P feiffer). Che- 

tum al.
Helicina (H.) flavida (M en k e ). R io F rio  Cave.
Helicina  (Oxyrhombus) amoena  (Pfeiffer) . R io  Frio Cave, 

D ouble Falls, Bokowina.
Lucidella  (Poeniella) lirata (Pfeiffer) . R io  P'rio Cave.
Pyrgodornus simpsoni  (A ncey). R io  Frio Cave.
D escribed from  U tilla  Island , H onduras, by Ancey (1886: 

253-254), this species differs from  the G uatem alan  P. microdina  
(M orelet) only in  having  a m ore angulate periphery. Possibly 

they are only subspecifically distinct.
Pachycheilus (P.) planensis  Lea R io  Frio Cave.
L iving examples were collected from the stream  issuing from 

the cave and  m um m ified specim ens (see Haas, 1959) were found 
inside the cave.

Pachycheilus (Glyptomelania) obeliscus (Reeve) . S ibun R., 
tribu tary  of Eastern Branch, Cayo D istrict (W. D. 
T h o m a s!) .

Synopeas b ecki anura (P feiffer). R io  Frio Cave.
Leptinaria (L.) fordiana  (A ncey). R io  F rio  Cave.
Leptinaria (L.) lamellata (Potiez and  M ichaud) . S tann  Creek 

Valley.
Spiraxis (Volutaxis) sulciferus  (M o re le t). R io Frio Cave.
Streptostyla thomsoni  (Ancey) . R io Frio Cave.
Streptostyla dysoni (Pfeiffer) . R io  Frio Cave.
Euglandina  sp. R io  Frio Cave.
Euglandina cylindracea (P h ilip p i) . C hetum al.
Hyalosagda haldemaniana  (C. B. Adams) . “B ritish  H onduras.’’ 

Unless Sanderson’s locality is in  error, this species has 
p robably  been im ported  on p lan ts  from  Jam aica.
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M icroceramus (M.) consisus (M o re le t) . C hetum al. 
Brachypodella (B.) subtilis  (M orelet) . R io  Frio Cave. 
Coelocentrum (C.) fistulare (M orele t). (PI. 13, fig. 8). R io 

F rio  Cave. T h e  oppo rtu n ity  is taken  to figure the nuclear 
w horls.

Orthalicus princeps crossei M artens. R io  Frio Cave, D ouble 
Falls.

Drymaeus  (D .) alternans honduranus  (Pfeiffer) . R io  Frio 
Cave, K ate’s Lagoon.

B u lim u lu s  (B.) corneus (Sowerby) . C hetum al.
Averellia  (Trichodiscina) coactiliata (Deshayes) . R io  Frio 

Cave, C hetum al.
W e are indeb ted  to M r. W . D onald  T hom as of Balboa, Canal 

Zone, for the opportun ity  to study this m ateria l and  to Mr. 
A. H . A nderson, Archaeological Com m issioner of B ritish  H o n ­
duras, for in fo rm ation  concerning the R io  Frio Cave site.
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Figs. 5-7, Choanopom a radiosum  (M orelet) : norm al ad u lt (5) and  two 
elongate freaks (6, 7) . Fig. 8, Coelocentrum fistulare  (M orelet) nuclear 
whorls.




