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Executive Sum m ary 3

Executive Summary

C h a p te r  1. M a r in e  B o a rd  O v e rv ie w

M a rin e  B oard  M ission S ta te m e n t: The M a r in e  B oa rd  p ro v id e s  a p an -E u ro pe a n  

p l a t f o r m  f o r  i ts m e m b e r  o rg a n is a t i o n s  to deve lop  c o m m o n  p r io r i t i e s ,  to advance  

m a r in e  research  and  to  b r i d g e  the  gap b e tw e e n  sc ience a nd  pol icy,  in o r d e r  to 

m e e t  f u t u r e  m a r in e  sc ience cha l lenges  a nd  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

•  The M arin e  Board M em bers  are na tiona l o rgan isa t ions  invo lved  in m ar ine  sc ienti f ic  

research, inc lud ing  bo th  research fu n d in g  organ isa t ions (e.g. research councils, m in is tr ies) 

and research p e r fo rm in g  o rgan isa t ions  (e.g. m a jo r  na tiona l m a r ine  research ins t i tu tes) . In 

2010, the  M a r ine  Board represents  31 organisations from  19 d iffe ren t countries in Europe. 

The Board m eets  in fu l l  p lenary  tw ice  each year.

•  M a r in e  Board ope ra t ions  are overseen by its Executive C om m ittee  (ExCom) com posed  o f  a 

Chair and six vice-Chairs and th e  Executive Scientif ic  Secretary.

•  The s tra teg ic  and o p e ra t io n a l  decis ions and activ i t ies p roposed  by th e  M a r in e  Board and 

ExCom are im p le m e n te d  by th e  M arin e  Board Secretariat. The S ecre ta r ia t is com posed  o f  

f ive  fu l l - t im e  s ta f f  m em bers , inc lud ing  th re e  Science Officers, one A d m in is t ra to r  and the  

Executive Scientif ic  Secre ta ry  w h o  is head o f  th e  S ecre ta r ia t and a m e m b e r  o f  th e  Executive 

C om m ittee .

•  In 2007, the  M a r in e  Board m o ve d  its Secretariat f r o m  ESF headqua rte rs  in S trasbourg  to  the  

InnovOcean site in Ostend (Belgium ), o ffe re d  and su p p o r te d  th ro u g h  an in-k ind co n tr ib u t io n  

f ro m  th e  Flemish G o ve rn m e n t.

C h ap te r  2. M a r i n e  B oa rd  A c t i v i t i e s

•  Since 2005, th e  M a r in e  Board has de l ive red  a nearly  eight-fo ld  increase in its activities and

outputs; in add i t ion , th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e rs h ip  has increased by 24% and the  

S ecre tar ia t s ta f f  has increased f ro m  th re e  to  f ive  fu l l - t im e  em p loyees.

•  The M arin e  Board core activ ities are based on d iffe ren t instrum ents w h ich  have resu lted

(since 2005) in th e  pub l ica t io n  o f  8 Posit ion Papers, 2 Vision D ocum ents , th e  re lease o f  8

S ta tem ents , the  o rgan isa t ion  o f  2 M a r in e  Board Open Fora and the  fac i l i ta t ion  o f  2 M ar ine  

Board Panels.

•  The M a r in e  Board was in s t ru m e n ta l  in o rganis ing th e  last th re e  EurOCEAN Conferences: 

Galway (2004), A b e rdeen  (2007) and Ostend (2010) and in deve lop ing  and securing the  

im pac t  o f  th e  associa ted EurOCEAN Declara t ions on th e  (m ar ine  science) po l icy -m ak ing  

processes.

•  The w id e  range o f  M a r in e  Board o u tp u ts  (e.g. S tra teg ic Posit ion Papers, Vision Docum ents , 

S ta tem ents  etc.) and s tra teg ic  act iv i t ies  have c o n tr ib u te d  s trong ly  t o  th e  design o f  European  

and national m arine science and policy agendas, th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  European  

Strategy fo r M arin e  and M a ritim e  Research (S ep tem ber 2008) and th e  c rea t ion  o f  the  

M a rin e  com ponent in the  European Research Area (ERA).
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M a rin e  Board -  O verview

Marine Board -  Overview

M a rin e  B oard M ission S ta te m e n t:

The M a r i n e  B o a rd  p ro v id e s  a p a n -E u ro p e a n  p l a t f o r m  f o r  i ts m e m b e r  

o rg a n is a t i o n s  to  deve lo p  c o m m o n  p r io r i t i e s ,  to  a dva nce  m a r in e  research  and  to 

b r id g e  the gap b e tw e e n  sc ience  a nd  pol icy ,  in o r d e r  to  m e e t  f u t u r e  m a r in e  
science cha l lenges  a nd  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

Marine Board Objectives and Underpinning 

Approaches

The M a r in e  Board fac i l i ta tes  enhanced  c o o p e ra t io n  be tw een  na t iona l o rgan isa t ions  invo lved  in 

m a r ine  science (bo th  research ins t i tu tes  and research fu n d in g  agencies), European s takeho lde r 

n e tw o rk s  and w id e r  m ar ine  and m a r i t im e  com m un it ies ,  to w a rd s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  com m on  

pos i t ions  on th e  research p r io r i t ie s  and s tra teg ies  fo r  m ar ine  science in Europe.

As an in d e p e n d e n t  n o n -g o ve rn m e n ta l  adv iso ry  body, 

th e  M a r in e  Board deve lops ins igh t and fo res igh t , 

recogn is ing  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and trends , p resen t ing  

com pe l l ing  and persuasive a rgum en ts  th a t  shape the  

fu tu re  o f  m a r ine  research in Europe. The M a r in e  Board 

p rov ides  the  essentia l co m p o n e n ts  fo r  t rans fe r r ing  

know ledge  fo r  leadership in m a r in e  research. A d o p t in g  

a s tra teg ic  role, the  Board serves its M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ions by p rov id ing  a fo ru m  w i th in  which 

m a r in e  research policy advice to  na t iona l agencies and 

g o v e rn m en ts  and to  th e  European in s t i tu t io n s  and 

agencies is deve loped , w i th  the  ob jec t ive  o f  p ro m o t in g  

th e  es tab l ishm en t o f  th e  European M a rin e  Research 

Area.

The M a r in e  Board opera tes  via fo u r  p r inc ip le  

approaches  w h ich  underp in  th e  Board 's  m a in  ob jec t ive  

o f  b r idg ing  th e  gap b e tw e e n  science and po l icy  (see 

Figure 1).

■ a l i «  u t r m r  
Toward (uiop«jii 
M a r » * «  R # t« a rc ft  A re a  
S u ita irm b le
U M  a t  th e  
and m«4n*

R « u jr c h  .iQ ^ t id n
ca p a c ity

P n l ir *  i r i n m i r m  
ddliam f r o m  th ro iu jl

M A R I N E

BOARD

Figure 1. M arine Board underpinning approaches
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M a rin e  Board -  O verview

o Forum  -  b r ing ing  to g e th e r  European m ar ine  research s takeho lde rs  to  share know ledge , to  

id e n t i fy  co m m o n  p r io r i t ies  and approaches, to  deve lop  c o m m o n  pos it ions  and perspectives, 

and to  co l labora te ;

o Synergy  -  fos te r ing  European added va lue to  na tiona l p rog ram m es, fac i l i ta t ing  access and 

shared use o f  na tiona l m a r ine  research facil it ies, and p ro m o t in g  synergy am ong  in te rna t iona l 

p rog ram m es and organ isa t ions; 

e S trategy  -  ide n t i fy ing  d isc ip l ina ry  and in te r-d isc ip l ina ry  m a r ine  sc ien ti f ic  issues o f  s tra teg ic  

im po r tance  fo r  Europe, in i t ia t ing  analysis and studies, and p rov id ing  h igh-level 

reco m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  European and na tiona l p ro g ra m m e  managers, research funde rs  and 

po l icy  makers as w e ll  as th e  sc ien ti f ic  com m u n ity ;  

o Voice -  expressing a co l lec t ive  v is ion o f  m ar ine  research p r io r i t ies  to w a rd s  a European 

s tra tegy  fo r  m a r in e  research, in o rd e r  to  m e e t fu tu re  science and societal challenges and 

oppo r tun it ie s .
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M a rin e  Board -  O verview 8

Marine Board Governance

M arine Board M em bers

The M ar ine  Board is a pan-E uropean  pa r tne rsh ip  o f  na tiona l o rgan isa t ions  invo lved  in mar ine  

sc ien ti f ic  research, inc lud ing  bo th  research fu n d in g  o rgan isa tions (e.g. research councils , m in is tr ies) 

and research p e r fo rm in g  o rgan isa tions (e.g. m a jo r  na tiona l m ar ine  research ins t i tu tes) .  In 2010, the  

M a r in e  Board represents  31 o rgan isa t ions  f ro m  19 d i f fe re n t  co u n tr ie s  in Europe (a list o f  M a r ine  

Board M e m b e rs  and Delegates is p rov ided  in A nnex  1).

M a r in e  Board Delegates (d irec to rs  o r  sen io r  executive o ff ice rs  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ions) m e e t a t P lenary M e e t ings  tw ic e  a yea r to  share know ledge , to  de f ine  co m m o n  

p r io r i t ies  and to  agree on activ i t ies  and o u tp u ts  w h ich  w il l  d r ive  o r  im p a c t  upon European and 

na t iona l m ar ine  research and po l icy  agendas. The European C om m iss ion 's  DG M a r i t im e  Affa irs  and 

Fisheries (DG MARE) and DG Research (DG RTD) have seats as p e rm a n e n t  Observers a t the  M a r ine  

Board Plenary M eet ings . The M a r in e  Board activ i t ies  and th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  its S ecre ta r ia t are fun d e d  

m a in ly  th ro u g h  annual c o n tr ib u t io n s  f r o m  M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  O rgan isa t ions  and M a r in e  Board 

ex te rna l contracts  (also see Finances sec tion  on  page 42).

Marine Board Delegates at the Autumn 2010 Plenary Meeting in Ostend, October 2.010

Executive Com m ittee

M a r in e  Board ope ra t ions  are overseen by its Executive C o m m it te e  (ExCom) com posed  o f  a Chair and 

six v ice-Chairs (e lected by th e  M a r in e  Board M em bers )  and th e  Executive Scientif ic  Secretary. The 

ExCom m eets  a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u r  t im e s  per yea r to  fo l lo w -u p  on th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  the  actions 

agreed by th e  Board at P lenary M ee t ings , make ope ra t iona l and f inanc ia l decis ions, and prov ide  

s tra teg ic  gu idance  to  th e  Board.
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Secretariat

The  s tra teg ic  and ope ra t iona l decis ions and activ i t ies p roposed  by the M a r in e  Board and ExCom are 

im p le m e n te d  by  the  Secretar iat. The S ecre tar ia t is com posed  o f  f ive  fu l l - t im e  s ta f f  m em bers , 

inc lud ing  th re e  Science Officers, one A d m in is t ra to r  and th e  Executive Sc ien t if ic  Secre tary  w h o  is head 

o f  the  S ec re ta r ia t  and a m e m b e r  o f  the  Executive C o m m it te e .  The S ecre tar ia t w o rks  to  s u p p o r t  day- 

to -d a y  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board, advance M a r in e  Board ob jec t ives  and p ro m o te  the  Board's 

ac t iv i t ies  and ou tpu ts .

The S ecre ta r ia t is loca ted  in Ostend, Belg ium, hosted by th e  Flanders M a r in e  Ins t i tu te  (VLIZ), w ith  

s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  G o ve rn m e n t o f  Flanders. The European Science F ounda t ion  (ESF) p rov ides th e  legal 

e n t i ty  to  th e  M a r in e  Board Secre tar ia t ;  th is  inc ludes o p e ra t iona l  serv ice s u p p o r t  on f inancial, 

con tra c tu a l  and legal m a t te rs .  In re tu rn ,  th e  M a r in e  Board pays overheads to  th e  ESF.

Marine Board Secretariat team in its offices at the InnvoOcean site, Ostend, from left: Maud Evrard, 
Jan-Bart Calewaert. Dina Eparkhina, Aurélien Carbcnnière and Nieli McDonougli
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Short Marine Board History
By th e  ear ly  1990s, lead ing m em bers  o f  the  m ar ine  research c o m m u n i t y  in E urope  had iden t i f ied  a 

need to  crea te  a p la t fo rm  to  p ro m o te  enhanced co o pe ra t ion  in m a r in e  science at a European level. 

Build ing on th e  m o m e n tu m  o f  th e  European C o m m it te e  fo r  Ocean and Polar Sciences (ECOPS) 1994 

conference, The G rond  Challenges, th e  M a r in e  Board w as es tab l ished  by its M e m b e r  Organisations 

(w ith  s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  European Com m iss ion  FP MAST p ro g ra m m e )  in 1995 as p a r t  o f  th e  European 

M a r ine  and Polar Sciences Board (EMaPS). It was dec ided  th a t  a j o i n t  sec re ta r ia t  w o u ld  be hosted  at 

the  ESF h e a dqua r te rs  in S trasbourg  to  s u p p o r t  EMaPS activ it ies. On th e  basis o f  an in d e pe n d e n t 1998 

rev iew, EMaPS was d issolved in 1999 and the  M a r in e  Board and  Polar Board w e re  re ta ined 

independen t ly .

Since 1999, th e  M a r in e  Board  has evo lved  in to  a dynamic, 

innova t ive  and creat ive  o rgan isa t ion  d ra w in g  on its m em bersh ip  

and th e  w id e r  m a r in e  science c o m m u n i t y  to  advance the  

European m a r in e  research and policy agenda and to  p ro m o te  

th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  science and te c h n o lo g y  in susta inable  ocean 

d e ve lop m e n t and governance. The c rea t ion  o f  Expert W o rk in g  

Groups, th e  pub l ica t io n  o f  S tra teg ic  Posit ion Papers, the  

fac i l i ta t ion  o f  m a jo r  m a r ine  science con fe rences  (e.g. EurOCEAN 

Conferences, 1998, 2000, 2004, 2007 and 2010) and the  

pub l ica t ion  o f  th e  G alway (2004), A be rdeen  (2007) and Ostend 

(2010) D ec lara t ions have all c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  d e ve lop m e n t 

and im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a European S tra tegy  fo r  M a r in e  and 

M a r i t im  e Research (adop ted  by  th e  European Com m iss ion  in 

S ep tem be r  2008). In add i t ion ,  M a r in e  Board 's  N a v ig a tin g  the  

Fu tu re  fo re s ig h t  series (2001, 2003, 2006, 2011) p rov ides a 

broad  perspect ive  on th e  challenges and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  facing 

m ar ine  science and te ch n o lo g y  and th e  societa l issues th a t  need 

to  be addressed.

In 2007, th e  M a r in e  Board m o ve d  its S ecre tar ia t f r o m  ESF h e adqua r te rs  in S trasbourg to  th e  

InnovOcean s ite in O stend  (Belg ium), o f fe red  and su p p o r te d  th ro u g h  an in -k in d  co n t r ib u t io n  f ro m  

the  Flemish G o ve rn m e n t.

ûofinng i  common vixen on tho m aru»  
re search p rio r itie s  an d  strategies fo r  Europe

1 CUnaiV

Manne Board History and Evolution 
Brochure, October 2009
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M arin e  Board A ctivities in the  European M arin e  Research Landscape

Core Activities and Instruments

"In m y views, the M arine Board is instrum enta l in gathering the marine science com m unity together, thus 

contribu ting  to the coherence o f the marine research perspective in Europe. The M arine Board is an 

im portan t player, also fo r  identify ing the research agenda and contributing, w ith others, to  im plem ent this 

agenda. The views expressed by the M arine Board, in a concerted manner w ith o ther actors, are useful to 

shape research orientations and strategies."

Pierre Mathy (Head of Unit, Directorate I -  Environment, EC DG Research)

The M a r in e  Board has deve loped  d i f fe re n t  in s tru m e n ts  t o  address crit ical issues in the  m ar ine  

research landscape w i th in  an a p p ro p r ia te  t im e  f ra m e  (and w i th  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  level o f  perspective 

in t im e  and space). These ins trum en ts  a l lo w  th e  Board to  be reactive a n d /o r  p ro -ac t ive  accord ing  to  

th e  em e rg in g  research and policy needs, challenges and o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  Some ins tru m e n ts  are 

d i re c te d  a t  issues w h ich  requ ire  an im m e d ia te  o r  s h o r t - te rm  response, fo r  exam ple  in th e  f r a m e w o rk  

o f  po l icy  advice to  on-go ing  deve lop m e n ts  (e.g. S ta tem ents , W o rk sh o p /C o n fe re n ce  re p o r ts  and 

V is ion D ocum en ts )  w h i le  o th e r  in s tru m e n ts  a l lo w  m ore  in -dep th  fo re s ig h t  analyses to  d r ive  mar ine  

research and policy deve lopm en ts  and in f luence  th e  design o f  na tiona l and EU po l icy  agendas (e.g. 

th ro u g h  W o rk in g  Groups and Posit ion Papers).

Tab le  2. Core M a r in e  B o a rd  In s tru m e n ts

W orking  Group Perform a science policy foresight 
exercise on marine research areas or 
topics o f European dimension which are 
o f strategic importance for marine 
sciences but which are currently not 
addressed properly or are lacking 
visibility, and provide high-level research 
and policy recommendations.

~ 18 months Position Paper
(circa 80 pages)

Vision Group Develop a vision and high-level 
recommendations to  clarify the science 
community perspectives and guide 
policy on strategic topics of importance 
where policy is being developed or will 
be developed in the near future.

~ 6 months Vision D ocum ent
(circa 12 pages)

S tatem ent Elaborate targeted responses to  policy 
developments, public consultations o r to  
express a Marine Board position on an 
urgent issue.

~ 1 month S tatem ent
(circa 2 pages)

Forum Create a platform fo r interactions 
between marine and marit ime 
stakeholders on key scientific areas and 
research priorities which are o f common 
interest to  a wide range o f  stakeholders.

Biennial, 1 day 
event

Proceedings
(circa 40 pages), 
Statem ent

Panel Provide support and advise on longer 
term marine science and technology 
operational issues.

Open-end Com m unications,
S tatem ents

Marine Board self-evaluation report 2005-2010



M arine  Board Activities in th e  European M a rin e  Research Landscape

M arine Board Position Papers

* » 
"The M arine Board plays a crucial role in the long-term  planning o f  m arine science in Europe, notably with 
regard to the fram ew ork  program m e o f the EC."

Gerold Wefer (Director, Centre for Marine Environmental Sciences, MARUM, Germany)

* «

M ar ine  Board Posit ion Papers aim to  p rov ide  c lear s tra teg ic  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  science managers, 

po l icy  m akers  and fo r  th e  sc ien ti f ic  c o m m u n i ty  itse lf, to  in f luence  m ar ine  research po l icy  and 

p ro g ra m m in g  as w e ll  as b ro a d e r  m a r i t im e  policy a t bo th  na tiona l and European  levels. M a r in e  Board 

Posit ion Papers p rov ide  an ove rv iew  o f  (i) th e  s ta te  o f  th e  a r t  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  research area, (¡i) the  

research and policy re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and (iii) th e  fu tu re  research agenda and 

h igh-level po l icy  reco m m e n d a t io n s .  To da te  (O c tobe r 2010), the  M a r in e  Board has pub l ished 15 

Posit ion Papers (see A nnex  2).

M a r ine  Board Posit ion Papers are der ived f r o m  th e  w o rk  o f  spec ia lly  convened  W o rk in g  Groups of 

European and in te rn a t io n a l  experts  (up to  15 persons), ide n t i f ied  by  th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ions (and w h e re  necessary ex te rna l contacts) as leaders in t h e i r  respect ive  fie lds. W ork ing  

Groups are th e  p r im a ry  science fo res igh t and p r io r i ty  se tt ing  in s t ru m e n t  o f  th e  Board. Ongoing 

M a r in e  Board W o rk in g  G roups 2010 are l isted in A nnex  3.

M a r ine  Board Posit ion Papers publ ished f r o m  2005 to  2010 (also ava i lab le  fo r  do w n lo a d  on 

w w w .e s f .o rg /m a r in e b o a rd /p u b l ic a t io n s ) are o u t l in e d  b e lo w , s ta r t ing  w i th  th e  m o s t recent.

Position

Strategy

e m o d n e t
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M arine Biotechnology: A New Vision and Strategy fo r Europe - M arine Board Position 

Paper 15, September 2010

Objectives and Policy Context

M a r in e  Board Posit ion Paper 15 provides an upda ted  v ie w  o f  M a r ine  

B io techno logy  to  po l icy  m akers a t European and na tiona l levels and to  EU and 

na t iona l sc ien ti f ic  and a dm in is t ra t ive  o ff icers invo lved  in ac t iv i t ies  in s u p p o r t  o f  

m ar ine  research and th e  in te rac t ing  fie lds o f  hea lth , food , e n v i ro n m e n t  and 

energy. The Posit ion Paper gives a renew ed  im p e tu s  to  th is  f ie ld  o f  research 

w h ich  is o f  s tra teg ic  im p o r ta n ce  fo r  Europe w h i le  its o p p o r tu n i t ie s  rem a in  largely 

unde re xp lo i te d .  The re p o r t  has been p roduced  by th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  M a r ine  

Board W o rk in g  Group on M ar ine  B io techno logy  (WG BIOTECH).

Im pacts

The Posit ion Paper w il l  in fo rm  the  design o f  na tiona l and 

European research p ro g ram m es  on (m arine) b io techno logy  

and provides a basis fo r  fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  f ie ld  in th e  

fo rm  o f  a co h e re n t  S tra tegy  to  realise the  fu l l  po ten t ia l  o f  

European M a r in e  B io techno logy  by 2020. During her speech at 

EurOCEAN 2010, M a ive  Rute (D ire c to r  o f  D irec to ra te  E - 

B io techno log ies, A g r icu ltu re , Food, European C om m iss ion  DG 

RTD) sta ted  th a t  th e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  f ro m  th e  M a r in e  Board 

Posit ion Paper 15 w il l  in fo rm  th e  n e w  com prehens ive  goal- 

o r ie n te d  v is ion and ac t ion  plan th a t  th e  European Commission 

is p repar ing  to  bu i ld  a susta inable  and innovat ive  b io -econom y  

by 2020 (EC C o m m u n ica t io n  fo reseen m id-2011).

C ap tio n : M a rin e  Board P os ition  Paper 15 was fo rm a lly  laun ched  and ha nded  o ve r to  M a ive  Rute (D ire c to r o f  D ire c to ra te  E - 
B io te ch n o lo g ie s , A g r ic u ltu re , Food, EC DG Research and In n o va tio n ) a t th e  EurOCEAN 2010 co n fe re n ce  in  O stend , B e lg ium . 

P ic tu red  ( fro m  le ft) : A d rian a  lano ra  (S tazione Zoolog ica A. D oh rn , Ita ly  /  W G  M e m b e r), C a th e rine  Boyen (CNRS, France /  W G 

M e m b e r) and M a iv e  Rute (D ire c to r, EC DG RTD).

O ther M a rin e  Board activities in the  fie ld  o f M arin e  B iotechnology include:

•  M arine  B iotechnology: Future Challenges (20-25/06/2010, Acquafredda di Maratea, Italy): This 

Conference, jo in t ly  organised with ESF and COST (Programme Committee selected and facilitated by 

the Marine Board), brought together high-level international scientists and early-stage researchers 

to  discuss the strategic development o f marine biotechnology in Europe. The event improved the 

linkages between major research groups active in this area. Also, its outputs have been taken up in 

the Marine Board's Position Paper 15.

•  EC Collaborative Working Group on Marine Biotechnology: Marine Board was invited as an 

Observer to  provide scientific and policy recommendations to  this group whose objective is to 

investigate collaboration mechanisms fo r Marine Biotechnology in Europe and provide policy 

recommendations for their implementation.
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Science Dimensions o f an Ecosystem Approach to M anagem ent o f Biotic Ocean 

Resources - M arine Board Position Paper 14, April 2010

Objectives and Policy Context

The Ecosystem A pproach  to  M a n a g e m e n t  (EAM) rep resen ts  a m ult i-sca le  and 

m u l t i -d isc ip l ina ry  cha l lenge. The M a r in e  Board W o rk in g  G roup  SEAMBOR 

established jo in t ly  w i th  th e  In te rna t iona l  Council  fo r  E xp lo ra t ion  o f  th e  Sea (ICES) 

and th e  European Fisheries and A quacu ltu re  Research O rgan isa t ion  (EFARO) 

addressed th e  research gaps b e tw e e n  th e  na tura l,  social and e c o n o m ic  sciences 

to  e f fec t ive ly  im p le m e n t  th e  EAM and to  achieve G ood E nv ironm en ta l  Status 

(GES) o f  all European Seas as requ ired  by th e  EC M a r in e  S tra tegy F ra m e w o rk  

D irect ive (MSFD).

Im pacts

Posit ion Paper 14 w as launched  at th e  European 

M a r i t im e  Day S takeho lde r  C onference 2010. The 

Posit ion Paper has in fo rm e d  th e  on-go ing 

d e v e lo p m e n t  and im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  MSFD 

(e.g. European C om m iss ion  top ica l  W o rk in g  

G roups on  GES descr ip to rs )  and th e  design o f  

ecosys tem  approach-based  p ro jec ts  a t the  

na t iona l and European levels.

Caption: O ffic ia l launch o f th e  Position Paper 14 SEAMBOR a t the  European M a rit im e  Day S takeho lde r C onference in G ijon (19 /05 /2010 ). 
P ictured, fro m  le ft: A n d re w  Kenny (Cefas, UK /  WG M em ber), A .Dosdat (IFREMER, France /  EFARO), A uré lien  C arbonnière  (M arine  Board), 
A di Kellerm ann (ICES), Ana-Teresa Caetano (EC DG RTD) and N iall M cD onough (M a rin e  Board)

The Effects o f Anthropogenic Sound o f Marine Mam m als  - M arine Board Position 

Paper 13, June 2008

Objectives and Policy Context

M a r in e  m am m als , w h ich  occupy th e  h ighest level o f  th e  fo o d  chain in m ar ine  

ecosystems, re ly  heavi ly  on sound fo r  co m m u n ic a t io n  and social o rgan isa tion . A t  

th e  same t im e ,  sc ien ti f ic  and m i l i ta ry  app l ica t ions  (e.g. seabed m app ing , naval 

sonar) and m any  ocean-based econom ic  act iv i t ies  (e.g. oil e x p lo i ta t io n ,  fisheries) 

increasingly p roduce  u n d e rw a te r  sound th a t  can in te r fe re  w i t h  m a r in e  m am m al 

func t ions . Both m a r in e  m am m a ls  and m any hum an  sea-based activ i t ies  are at 

risk because o f  a lack o f  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  th e  e ffects o f  a n th ro p o g e n ic  sound 

on m ar ine  m am m a ls . This Posit ion Paper discusses n e w  w ays t o  address th is 

com p lex  p ro b le m  and suggests a f r a m e w o rk  to  assess and id e n t i fy  p r io r i ty  

research top ics  to  reduce  c u r re n t  levels o f  unce rta in ty .  It w as deve loped  on 

in te rna t iona l  w o rkshops , organised by th e  M a r in e  Board.

th e  basis o f  tw o
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Im pacts

Posit ion Paper 13 was used by th e  European C om m iss ion  DG RTD

( in fo rm a t io n  received f ro m  Pascal Le Grand, Policy O ff icer, EC DG <mih. s..:ur

E n v iro n m e n t)  in the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  FP7 c ross-cu tt ing  call 'Oceans o f

T o m o r ro w '  in re la t ion  to  th e  Q u a n t i f ica t io n  o f  C lim ate  Change Im pacts  o n

E conom ic  Sectors in th e  A rc t ic  (Call: FP7-OCEAN-2010). One o f  t h e

successful p ro jec ts  (ACCESS) has a fu l l  w o rk  package ded ica ted  t o  th is

issue in the  h igh ly  sensit ive A rc t ic  reg ion. In add i t ion ,  a n o th e r  FP7 p ro je c t ,

HERMIONE, also tack led th e  issue o f  the  im pac t  o f  u n d e rw a te r  noise in its  

f i rs t  Science Policy Panel m e e t in g  ind ica t ing  th a t  n e w  ac tiv i t ies  have be e n  

in it ia ted  in th is  area a t EU level.

M a r in e  Board Posit ion Paper 13 also in fo rm e d  u n d e rw a te r  acoustics s tud ies  p e r fo rm e d  by the  British 

and Dutch navies. It has in fo rm e d  on-go ing  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  M a r i t im e  Stra tegy F ram ew ork  

D irect ive  (e.g. EC W o rk in g  G roups on  th e  descr ip to rs  o f  th e  G ood E n v iro n m e n ta l  Status) and is used 

by bo th  m a r ine  and m a r i t im e  research c o m m u n it ie s  to  design u n d e rw a te r  noise risk assessment 

f ra m e w o rks .

C aption : U pon reques t fro m  P ublic  Service Review: Science and  Technology P ub lica tion  (UK), M a rin e  Board in v ite d  one th e  key experts on 

m arine  acoustics to  w r ite  an a rtic le  on th e  find ings and recom m endations  o f Position Paper 13. A r t ic le  by Prof. Rune Godp ( In s titu te  o f 

M a rine  Research, Norw ay) was pub lished  in 2009 issue 4.

Remote Sensing o f Shelf Sea Ecosystems - M arine Board Position Paper 12, February 2008

Objectives and Policy C ontext

A b o u t  50% o f  th e  European te r r i to r y  consists o f  th e  w a te rs  o f  she l f  a n d  sem i­

enclosed seas. To m o n i to r  these seas p rope r ly ,  i t  is essentia l to  c o m p le m e n t  

conven t iona l  in s itu  analysis m e thods  w i th  da ta  ob ta ined  using r e m o te  sensing 

techno logy . However, because o f  key characteris t ics  o f  she lf  seas ecosys tem s 

(e.g. th e  h e te ro g e n e ity  o f  w a te r  con ten t ,  th e  d ive rs ity  o f  inpu ts ,  etc.), i t  is m uch 

ha rde r t o  de r ive  co n f id e n t  m e asu rem en ts  o f  th e i r  p ro p e r t ies  th r o u g h  sate l l i te  

re m o te  sensing m e th o d s  th a n  is ach ieved ove r  th e  deep  ocean. This Posit ion 

Paper sum m arises  th e  c u r re n t  capabil i t ies o f  sa te l l i te  re m o te  sensing 

m e th o d o lo g ie s ,  iden t i f ies  th e i r  weaknesses and presents  a s t r u c tu r e d  se t o f  

re c o m m e n d a t io n s  to  m ax im ise  th e i r  e ffec t iveness in m o n i to r in g  sh e l f  sea  ecosystems.

Im pacts

The c o n te x t  fo r  th e  s tu d y  is th e  increasing ly u rgen t 
re q u i re m e n t  f o r  regu la r  m o n i to r in g  o f  she lf  sea 
ecosystem s in o rd e r  to  m e e t  in te rn a t io n a l  t re a ty  
ob l iga t ions  and to  s u p p o r t  a n d  in fo rm  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  European polic ies g o v e rn in g  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  s ta tus  in 
coastal w a te rs . Posit ion P a p e r  12 su p p o r te d  EuroGOOS 
stra teg ic  ac t iv i t ies  and in fo r m e d  th e  design o f  na tiona l 
and European research p ro g ra m s  on re m o te  sensing 
o p e ra t iona l  oceanography.

C aption: Launch o f th e  Position Paper 12 (1 5 /0 5 /20 0 8 , O stend). P ictured, fro m  le ft: Lars H o rn  (M arine  Board Chair), Kevin Ruddick 
(M U M M , Belg ium  /  W G M em ber) and A lan Edwards (EC DG RTD)
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M arine Board Vision Documents

M ar ine  Board Vision D ocum en ts  are  s h o r t  (abou t  12 pages) pub l ica t ions , rich in f igu res  and images, 

w h ich  a im to  de l ive r  a c lear message and h igh-leve l re c o m m e n d a t io n s  on  top ics  deserv ing  urgent 

a t te n t io n .  Vision D ocum en ts  ta rg e t  European and na tiona l dec is ion  makers  in o rd e r  t o  im pac t on 

policy m ak ing  and im p le m e n ta t io n  processes in s u p p o r t  o f  m a r in e  science p r io r i t ies . Vision 

D ocum ents  are p repa red  by M a r in e  Board Vision Groups, w h ich  b r ing  to g e th e r  experts  iden t i f ied  by 

th e  Board as lead ing experts  in th e  to p ic  a t  hand.

M a r ine  Board V is ion D ocum ents  2005-2010  (ava i lab le  f o r  d o w n lo a d  on 

w w w .e s f .o rg /m a r in e b o a rd /p u b l ic a t io n s ) are o u t l in ed  be low, s ta r t in g  w i th  th e  m o s t  recent.

Marine Renewable Energy -  Research Challenges and Opportunities fo r  a New Energy 

Era in Europe - M arine Board Vision Document 2, October 2010

Objectives and Policy Context

In D ecem ber 2008, th e  European P ar l iam en t and th e  Council reached  an 

ag reem en t on  a package th a t  w i l l  he lp  t ra n s fo rm  Europe in to  a low -ca rbon  

econom y  and increase its ene rgy  security . The EU is c o m m it te d  by 2020  to  

reduc ing  its overall em iss ions to  a t least 20% b e lo w  1990 levels and to  increasing 

the  share o f  renew ab le  in ene rgy  use to  20%. The p ro p o r t io n  o f  these ta rge ts  

w h ich  can be de l ive red  by m a r in e  renew ab le  energy  by 2020  was es t im a te d  at 

circa 5% fo r  o f fsh o re  w in d  ene rgy  and circa 2 to  3 % fo r  o th e r  M a r in e  R enewable  

Energies.

Im pacts

M a r in e  Board Vision D o cu m e n t 2 was launched  as a side event o f  

EurOCEAN 2010. The subsequen t m ed ia  coverage was broad  including 

re p o r ts  on webs ites  o f  N ew sw eek  and Le M o n d e  (bo th  w ebs ites  tend 

to  be in f luen t ia l  am o n g s t  po l icy  makers  a t  th e  na tiona l and 

in te rn a t io n a l  levels).

C aption : Lars Horn (M arine  Board Chair) p resen ts th e  V ision D ocum ent on M a rin e  Renewable 
Energy to  M anue la  Soares (D irec to r, E nv ironm ent D irec to ra te , DG Research) (12 /10 /2010 , 
O stend). ©  VLIZ
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European M arine Observations and Data Network, EMODNET - M arine Board -  

EuroGOOS Vision Docum ent September 2008

*  %
"In developing our new in itia tive  ... i t  is extremely useful to  receive the considered opinion o f  knowledgeable 
and articu la te  stakeholders such as yourselves."

Extract from the le tte r to  the Marine Board from Fokion Fotiadis (D irector General, EC DG for Marit ime
Affairs and Fisheries), 12/11/2008

h é

O bjectives and Policy Context

Fu r the r  to  th e  A berdeen  Declara t ion  (June 2007) s u p p o r t  fo r  a European M ar ine  

O bse rva t ion  and Data N e tw o rk  (EMODNET) in i t ia t iv e ,  a j o in t  M a r ine  Board- 

EuroGOOS Vision Group was estab l ished to  p repa re  a D o cu m e n t em phasis ing the 

c r i t ica l im p o r ta n ce  o f  f ind ing  an a p p ro p r ia te  ba lance  b e tw e e n  in s itu  data 

co l le c t ion ,  da ta  m a n a g e m e n t and processing, and pub l ic  access and 

d issem ina t ion .  The D o cu m e n t p rov ided  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  on w h a t  an in tegra ted  

in te r -o p e ra b le  m ar ine  m o n i to r in g  and obse rva t ion  sys tem  m ig h t  look  like in the  

next f ive  to  te n  years, in su p p o r t  to  th e  In tegra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy fo r  Europe .

Im pacts

Launched at a ded ica ted  session w i th  Joe Borg, C om m iss ione r 

f o r  M a r i t im e  Affa irs  and Fisheries, du r ing  th e  French EU 

Presidency Event B io M a r in e  2008, th e  Vision D o cu m e n t c rea ted  

an im m e d ia te  resonance in th e  m a r ine  research c o m m u n ity .  It 

p ro f i led  EMODNET as "an  e n d - to -end ,  in teg ra ted  and in te r ­

o pe ra b le  n e tw o rk  o f  system s o f  European m ar ine  obse rva t ions  

and da ta  com m un ica t ions , m a n a g e m e n t and de l ive ry  systems, 

s u p p o r te d  by a co m p rehens ive  use r-o r ien ted  to o lk i t  to  enable  

im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  In teg ra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy fo r  E urope", 

and id e n t i f ie d  a n u m b e r  o f  d is t inc t  ac t ions  deem ed  as necessary 

t o  bu i ld  and sustain an e f fe c t ive  EMODNET. This V is ion 

D o c u m e n t  w as used as so u nd ing  board fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  

P repa ra to ry  Actions fo r  EMODNET as launched by DG MARE in 2008.

C aption : Joe  Borg (EU C om m issioner fo r  M a rit im e  A ffa irs  and Fisheries) receives th e  V ision D o c u m e n t on EMODNET fro m  Lars Horn 
(M a rin e  B oard  Chair) a t the  French EU Presidency Event B ioM arine  2008 (2 4 /1 0 /2 0 0 8 , M arse ille ). ©  European Com m ission
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1st Marine Board Forum M arine Data Challenges: from  Observation to Information (15 
M ay 2008, Ostend, Belgium)

The 1st M a r in e  Board Forum  to o k  place at the  new ly  inaugura ted  M a r in e  Board 

fac i l it ies in Ostend. The to p ic  o f  th e  Forum fo u n d  a resonance am ong  the  

sc ien ti f ic  c o m m u n ity  and policy o ff ice rs  and was cons idered  ve ry  t im e ly ,  

especially  w i th  regard  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  European M a r in e  

Observa tion  Data N e tw o rk  (EMODNET) in it ia t ive . E igh ty-e igh t rep resenta t ives  

o f  some fo r ty -n in e  m a r ine  and m a r i t im e  organ isa tions  to o k  p a r t  in th e  Forum, 

inc lud ing  rep resenta t ives  f ro m  oil, gas and sh ipp ing  industr ies  (Tota l, Shell and 

W a te rb o rn e  TP), th e  European C om m iss ion  (DGs RTD, MARE and ENV), in te r ­

gove rn m en ta l  o rgan isa t ions  (e.g. IOC, ICES), and m a jo r  pan-E uropean  m ar ine  

research ne tw o rks  and na t iona l research p e r fo rm in g  and research fu n d in g  organ isa tions. The 1st 

Forum inpu ts  and d iscussions w e re  pub l ished  as Proceedings in 2009  (see p ic tu re  above).
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S tart ing  w i th  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  p rem ise  th a t  observa t iona l da ta  should  be read i ly  available to  those 

w h o  need it, key reco m m e n d a t io n s  f ro m  th e  1st M a r ine  Board Forum inc lude:

•  A call to  deve lop  a s tra tegy  th a t  enables p ro p e r  p lann ing  o f  m a r ine  observa t ions;

•  A dr ive  t o  address the  techno log ica l  challenges, ensur ing  a p p ro p r ia te  qua l i ty  assurance at all

levels; and

•  A need to  address th e  re q u i re m e n t  fo r  long -te rm  susta inab le  fu n d in g  fo r  observa t ion  and

data m anagem en t ,  necessary to  p rov ide  a re l iab le  basis fo r  end-users  to  invest in 

t ra n s fo rm in g  obse rva t ions  in to  useful ope ra t iona l p roduc ts .

The Forum re c o m m e n d a t io n s  in fo rm e d  th e  European C om m iss ion 's  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  its EMODNET 

proposa l and P repa ra to ry  A c t ion  in 2008 /9 .

M arine Board Panels

M a r in e  Board Panels are estab l ished on an open-end  basis to  address ope ra t iona l issues in areas 

w h e re  the  panel m em bers , and by extens ion  th e i r  ins t i tu t ions ,  ben e f i t  f ro m  in te rac t ing  w i th  each 

o th e r  and w i th  th e  M a r in e  Board. Active  M a r ine  Board Panels inc lude:

Marine Board Communications Panel (MBCP)

Established in 2002, th is  Panel assists its m em bers  (pro fess iona l science com m un ica to rs )  in 

p ro m o t in g  and c o m m u n ica t in g  m a r ine  science across Europe. The Panel m eets  regu la r ly  (fac il i ta ted  

by the  M a r in e  Board Secre tar ia t)  t o  exchange ideas on events, c o m m u n ica t io n  m e th o d s  and best 

practice, and organise ded ica ted  sessions at m a r ine  science con fe rences  (e.g. European Geosciences 

U n ion Assembly, EuroScience O pen Forum, etc). To da te  (O c tobe r 2010), the  MBCP coun ts  16 

m e m b e rs  f ro m  11 coun tr ies .

Caption : Speakers a t th e  M arine  Board
C om m unica tions Panel session a t th e  European 
Geosciences U nion (EGU)
General Assem bly 2009 (2 3 /0 4 /0 9 , V ienna), fro m  
le ft: Kim M arsha ll-B row n (NOC, UK), John Joyce 
(M l, Ire land), Heike Langenberg (N ature  
Geoscience e d ito r), A lb e rt Gerdes (M ARUM , 
G erm any), K jartan M aestad (IMR, N orw ay) and Jan 
Seys (VLIZ, Belgium)
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to t io

EUROPEAN 
» SCIENTIFIC 

□K/ING 
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Marine Board European Scientific Diving Panel (MB ESDP)

Established in 2008, th is  Panel a ims at ne tw o rk in g  and exchang ing  

know ledge  and best practices in th e  f ie ld  o f  sc ienti f ic  d iv ing, and p ro m o t in g  

i t as a re levan t research to o l  in s u p p o r t  o f  research and m a n a g e m e n t  

activ it ies.

M a in  ob ject ives and tasks o f  M B  ESDP are to :

•  Emphasise th e  best m e thods  o f  observa t ion  and m o n i to r in g  o f  the  

coastal e n v i ro n m e n t ,  and fa c i l i ta te  th e  use o f  in te r -co m p a r iso n  m e th o d s  fo r  th e  col lected 

data;

a In it ia te  and deve lop  synergies, and to  fil l in gaps w i th  o th e r  sc ien t i f ic  techn iques  th ro u g h

ne tw o rks  (e.g. S m ithson ian  Ins t i tu te ,  European Research Vessel O pera to rs ,  ERVO);

® Facil itate a pan-European  f r a m e w o rk  th a t  encourages sectora l best pract ice ;

« P romote-l inks w i th  indus try ;

•  P rom o te  links w i th  in te rd isc ip l ina ry  research in th e  m a r ine  e n v i ro n m e n t .

To date  (O c tobe r 2010), th e  ESDP coun ts  n ine m em bers  f r o m  e igh t  coun tr ies .

C aption : Partic ipants a t th e  M a rin e  Board-COST W orkshop  on S cien tific  D iving (2 7 -2 8 /0 9 /2 0 10 , Brussels)
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High-level Conferences

EurOCEAN Conference Series

EurOCEAN conferences are m a jo r  European m ar ine  science policy con fe rences p rov id ing  a fo ru m  fo r 

po l icy  makers  and s tra teg ic  p lanners  bo th  a t  European and M e m b e r  State level t o  in te r face  w i th  the  

m a r ine  research c o m m u n i ty  and m ar ine  and m a r i t im e  s takeho lders . The M a r in e  Board was 

in s t ru m e n ta l  in o rganis ing th e  last th re e  EurOCEAN con fe rences: G a lway (2004), A be rdeen  (2007) 

and Ostend (2010), o u t l in ed  be low , s ta r t ing  w i th  EurOCEAN 2010.

EurOCEAN 2010 and the Ostend Declaration

EurOCEAN 2010 (12-13 O c to b e r  2010, Ostend) was jo in t ly  

o rganised by th e  2010 Belgian Presidency o f  th e  European Union, 

th e  European Com m iss ion  and the  M ar ine  Board. It p rov ided  a un ique  o p p o r tu n i t y  fo r  th e  European 

m a r ine  science c o m m u n ity  to  consider, discuss and respond to  new  po l icy  d e v e lop m e n ts  and 

ach ievem en ts  since EurOCEAN 2007  (see be low), and to  h igh l igh t new  challenges and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

fo r  m ar ine  research in th e  next decade. The EurOCEAN 2010 con fe rence  and Ostend Declarat ion 

(O c tobe r 2010) came a t  a crucia l t im e  fo r  the  European m ar ine  science c o m m u n i ty  to  in f luence  how 

m ar ine  science is su p p o r te d  in Europe in th e  com ing  decade.

A t  th e  tw o -d a y  event, h igh- leve l speakers presen ted  th e  s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  o f  m a jo r  m ar ine  and 

m a r i t im e  research and te chno logy ,  o u t l in in g  th e i r  proposals fo r  Europe's "B lue  Fu tu re " .  The Ostend 

Declara t ion , a dop ted  a t  th e  EurOCEAN 2010 conference, is the  o u tco m e  o f  a th o ro u g h  p repa ra to ry  

process, an open on - l ine  co n su l ta t io n  organised p r io r  to  th e  e v e n t  and active discussions du r in g  the 

con fe rence  w h ich  a l low ed  a solid consensus to  be reached am ongs t th e  b ro a d e r  m a r ine  and 

m a r i t im e  science c o m m u n ity ,  po l icy  makers, s takeho lders  and th e  430 pa rt ic ipan ts  p resen t  a t the 

confe rence .
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EurOCEAN 2010 was a tte n d e d  and addressed by M á ire  G eoghegan-Q u inn , EU C om m iss ione r fo r  

Research, Innova t ion  and Science, and M ar ia  Damanaki, EU C o m m iss io n e r  fo r  M a r i t im e  Affa irs  and 

Fisheries.

Consolidated O utcom e and Im pact

The overa rch ing  goal o f  th e  Ostend D ec la ra t ion  was to  re in fo rce  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  m a r ine  science in 

e f fec t ive  m a r i t im e  policy m ak ing  and th e  key role i t  w il l  play in th e  pa th  to w a rd s  eco n o m ic  g ro w th  

and recovery  in Europe.

IS E R V R T IM S R N D
IHFORKRTÍOH
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EurOCEAN 2007 and the Aberdeen Declaration

EurOCEAN 2007 (22 June 2007, A berdeen , Scotland), to o k  place 

d u r in g  the  f ina l phase o f  a pub l ic  consu l ta t ion  process on th e  EU Green Paper Tow ards a Fu tu re  fo r  

th e  U n ion : A European V ision f o r  th e  Oceans and Seas, and p rov ided  a un ique  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  the  

European M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Science C om m un it ies  to  respond th ro u g h  th e  "A berdeen  

D ec la ra t ion " .

Consolidated Outcom e and Im pact

The overa rch ing  goal o f  th e  A berdeen  Dec la ra t ion  w as to  em bed  
m ar ine  science as a cen tra l  p i l la r o f  a fu tu re  In teg ra ted  M a r i t im e  
Policy (IMP) fo r  Europe and to  call fo r  a European S trategy fo r  
M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Research as an in tegra l pa r t  the  IMP. The 
A b e rdeen  Declara t ion was also in s tru m e n ta l  in securing m ar ine  
science and techno logy  as a p r io r i ty  cross-cu tt ing  th e m e  in th e  EU 
F ra m e w o rk  P rogram m e 7 (see also page 33).

C aption : EurOCEAN 2007. P ictured, fro m  le ft: Joe Borg (EU C om m issioner fo r  M a rit im e  

A ffa irs  and Fisheries) and Lars Horn (M a rin e  Board Chair) ©  European Com m ission

EurOCEAN 2004 and the Galway Declaration

EurOCEAN 2004 (13 M a y  2004, Galway) was jo in t ly  organised by 

the  European Commission, the  2004 Irish Presidency o f  the  

European Union and th e  M a r in e  Board. Aside f ro m  p resen t ing  a w id e  range o f  M a r in e  Science 

chal lenges and o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  i t  rev iew ed  progress to w a rd s  a European Research Area fo r  m ar ine  

science and techno logy  and exam ined  w ays to  achieve fu r th e r  in teg ra t ion  in Europe (also see Ch.4).

Consolidated Outcom e and Im pact

The h igh-leve l messages f r o m  th e  EurOCEAN 2004  con fe rence  w e re  c o m m u n ica ted  fo r  th e  f i rs t  t im e  

th ro u g h  a Conference D ec lara t ion , w h ich  becam e know n  as th e  "G a lw ay  D ec la ra t ion " .  The 

ove ra rch ing  goal o f  the  G a lw ay Dec la ra t ion  was to  ensure th a t  cr i t ica l areas in m a r ine  science w e re  

a d e qua te ly  supported  in th e  6 th  and 7 th  F ram ew ork  Program m es.
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Major Strategic European Events in Marine 
Science and Technology
In a d d i t ion  to  the  EurOCEAN series, and in a co m p le m e n ta ry  m a n n e r ,  th e  M a r in e  Board also co- 

organ ize  and co n tr ib u te  to  key h igh- leve l science po l icy  conferences h ig h l ig h te d  be low.

Table 3. M a r in e  B oard  In vo lve m e n t in  M a jo r  E uropean H igh -leve l E ven ts  in M a r in e  Science and  

Techno logy

J a n .2007 Seminar on Marine Sciences and 
Technologies (Brussels)

Marine Board is a co-organiser

-> Marine Science is being included as a "Priority
Theme" in FP7

May 2007 German EU Presidency Conference 
The Future M aritim e Policy o f  the EU: 
A European Vision fo r  Oceans and Seas 
(Bremen)

Marine Board Members give invited presentations 

-> Conference conclusions inform the organisation 
o f the EurOCEAN 2007 (see p. 18)

Oct. 2007 Portuguese EU Presidency Conference 
The Role o M arine Sciences in Ocean 
Sustainability and Global Change 
(Lisbon)

Marine Board is co-organiser 
->EurOCEAN 2007 Aberdeen Declaration is 
transmitted at national levels to  gain support from 
Member States

May 2008 EC European Marit ime Day 
Stakeholder Conference (Brussels)

Marine Board vice-Chair Edward Hill gives an invited 
presentation

->The Board highlights the relevance of this 1st EC 
Stakeholder Conference

Oct. 2008 French EU Presidency Conference 
BioMarine 2008 (Marseille and 
Toulon)

Marine Board is at the Steering Committee and 
suggests speakers and sessions for the conference 

-^M arine Board Chair Lars Horn expresses the 
marine science vision on the marine and marit ime 
(industry) partnership

May 2009 EC European Marit ime Day 
Stakeholder Conference (Rome)

Marine Board Chair Lars Horn presents marine 
science perspectives on the implementation o f the 
Integrated Marit ime Policy fo r the EU 

-^All-embracing Stakeholder Platform (EC-driven) is 
officially launched

M ay 2010 Spanish EU Presidency Conference 
E URO MAR ES "M arine and M aritim e  
Research and Innovation as a 
Keystone fo r  the Integrated  
Assessment and Sustainable Use o f the 
European Seas (Gijon)

Marine Board Chair Lars Horn presents Conference 
conclusions stressing the urgent actions necessary to 
implement the Marit ime Strategy Framework 
Directive

M ay 2010 EC European Marit ime Day 
Stakeholder Conference (Gijon)

Marine Board Members and Executive Scientific 
Secretary are invited speakers and /  or session 
chairs, including, among others, a Round Table on 
the Future Directions fo r  the EU's Integrated  
M aritim e  Policy, a Workshop on Observation and 
Forecasing in the Ocean and a Workshop on Ocean 
Sustainability
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Marine Board Framework Programme Projects
The M a r in e  Board part ic ipa tes in a n u m b e r  o f  EC F ram ew ork  P rogram m e pro jects, a im ing  to  enhance 

in te rac t ions  and co l labora t ions  a m o n g  European m ar ine  science stakeho lders , exchange know ledge  

and expert ise , p ro m o te  shared use o f  in f ras t ruc tu res  and jo in t  iden t i f ica t ion  o f  p r io r i t ies ,  and avoid 

dup l ica t io n  o f  e ffo rts . M a r ine  Board FP p ro jects  du r ing  2005-2010 are o u t l in ed  be low , in 

ch rono log ica l  o rder.

Fram ew ork Programme 6 Projects (FP6)

MarinERA: Coordination o f National and Regional M arine RTD Activities in Europe

P ro ject type: EC FP6 ERA-NET (C oo rd in a ted  A c tio n )

D uration : 54 m o n th s  (N ove m be r 2 0 0 4 -A p ril 2009)

Budget: €  3M

C onsortium : 16 pa rtn e rs  fro m  13 co u n tr ie s

C oord inator: I fre m e r (France); D e p u ty  C o o rd in a to r: M a rin e  Board-ESF 

M arinER A  General Objectives

•  Establish an in teg ra ted  v ie w  on European M a r in e  RTD P rogram m es and specialized 

in fras truc tu res , to  c o n t r ib u te  to w a rd s  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  m ar ine  e le m e n t  o f  the  

European Research Area (ERA), fac i l i ta t ing  the  c rea t ion  o f  an in te rna l  m a rk e t  and quan t i fy ing  

th e  ex is ting European m ar ine  research capacity;

•  Facil itate the  n e tw o rk in g  o f  M a r in e  RTD Funding Agencies in th e  European U n ion , leading to  

a m o re  cos t-e ffec t ive  and e f f ic ie n t  use o f  P artner State resources inc lud ing  sc ien ti f ic  

personnel, specia lis t in f ra s t ru c tu re s  and p lanned inves tm ents ;

•  Progress the  rec iproca l open in g  o f  P artner State M a r in e  RTD Program mes, w h ich  has been 

ide n t i f ied  as a key ob jec t ive  o f  th e  ERA.

Role o f th e  M arine  Board

The M a r in e  Board S ecre ta r ia t acted as th e  p ro jec t 's  sec re ta r ia t  unde rtak ing  m a n a g e m e n t (e.g. 

e s ta b l ishm e n t o f  p ro jec t m a n a g e m e n t and re p o r t in g  s truc tu re )  and ope ra t io n a l  tasks (eg. 

id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  Strategic Research Activ it ies).

O utputs  and Impacts

•  Research funded  by MarinERA: f ive  co l labo ra t ive  research pro jects  launched 

(actual costs es t im a ted  to  €  8M );

•  In te rac t ive  P la t fo rm : 11 o th e r  M a r in e  and E nv ironm en ta l  ERA-NETs;

•  M eet ings , w o rkshops  and fo ra : 40;

•  Publications and d issem ina t ion : 10 Technical Reports, 3 Brochures, 1 

Leaflet, 1 Poster, 69 W eb  anno u n ce m e n ts ;

•  Databases deve loped : 3 - (i) Database o f  ove r 900 co m p e t i t iv e ly  funded  

research pro jects; (ii) Database o f  m ar ine  in f ra s t ru c tu re  fac il it ies; (iii)

Database o f  A t la n t ic  m a r in e  research centres;

•  D ed ica ted  po r ta l:  inc ludes open  access to  th e  above  3 Databases.

€ :
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M arinERA co n tr ib u te d  to  raising a co l lec t ive  aw areness o f  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f, and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r , 

increased coop e ra t io n  be tw een  na tiona l fu n d in g  p ro g ra m m e s  and p ro g ra m m e  managers. To ensure 

th a t  past ach ievem en ts  are in teg ra ted  in fu tu re  deve lopm en ts ,  th e  M a r in e  Board pa rt ic ipa tes  in the  

FP7 ERA-NET SEAS-ERA (see be low).

C aption  page 31 above: M arine  Board Pub lica tion  MarinERA Legacy (A pril 2008) p rov ided  a c r it ic a l assessm ent o f  th e  p ro je c t's  o u tp u ts  and 
im pacts.

AMPERA: To Foster Prevention and Best Response to Accidental Marine Pollution

P ro ject type: EC FP6 ERA-NET (C oo rd in a ted  A c tio n )

D uration : 4 8  m o n th s  (A p ril 2 0 05 -M arch  2009)

Budget: €  1 .5 M

C onsortium : 10 p a rtn e rs  fro m  8 co u n trie s  

Coord inator: MEC (M in is try  o f  E duca tion , Spain)

M a rin e  B oard  is a W o rk  Package Leader

G eneral Objectives

AMPERA-ERA-NET p rov ided  th e  fo ru m  fo r  an EU perspect ive  o n  Acc iden ta l M a r in e  P o llu t ion  

research. A m o n g  its ob ject ives was to  enab le  research to  be p la n ne d  s tra teg ica l ly  to  address the  

needs fo r  th e  e n t i re  C om m un ity ,  n o t  ju s t  ind iv idua l na tions, and m ax im ize  th e  o u tp u ts  f ro m  ex isting 

e ffo rts .

Role o f th e  M arin e  Board

The M a r in e  Board Secre tar ia t was respons ib le  f o r  th e  p lanning and o rgan isa t ion  o f  M a r ine  /  
E nv ironm en ta l  ERA-NET Fora. Three  Fora w e re  organised dur ing  t h e  p ro jec t 's  d u ra t io n  t o  fac i l i ta te  
exchange o f  bes t practices, id e n t i fy  c o m m o n a l i t ie s  b e tw e e n  th e  s takeho lde rs  and address reg ional 
approaches  to  g o v e rn m e n t  and research m a n a g e m e n t  o f  the  European Seas.

O utputs  and Im pacts

® The M a r in e  /  E nv ironm enta l  ERA-NET Fora: a p latform  fo r su ch  p ro jects  as BONUS, ECORD- 

Net, MarinERA and MariF ish, w h ich  in fo rm e d  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  th e  FP7 call fo r  an 

ove ra rch ing  m ar ine  ERA-NET (SEAS-ERA, s ta r ted  in Apri l  2010 , see page 35);

© 1st T ransna tiona l Call: resu l ted  in app rova l  o f  six p ro jec ts  ( to ta l  fund ing  C2.5M).

FEUFAR: The Future o f European Fisheries and Aquaculture research

Project type: EC FP6 Specific  S u p p o rt A c tio n  (SSA)

D uration: 20 m o n th s  (January 2 0 07 -A ug us t 2008)

Budget: €  1M

C onsortium : 7 p a rtn e rs  f ro m  6 co u n tie s  and on e  pan-EU  (M a rin e  B oard)

C oord inator: In s t itu te  fo r  M a rin e  Resources and E cosystem  S tud ies, IMARES (N e th e rla n d s )

M a rin e  B oard  is a Task Leader

G eneral Objectives

Define  th e  research requ ired  in th e  m e d iu m  te rm  (10 years), to  enab le  e xp lo i ta t io n  and fa rm in g  o f  

aqua t ic  resources (f in f ish and shellf ish) in th e  c o n te x t  o f  key cha l lenges and risks fo r  m ee t ing  

sus ta inab i l i ty  re q u ire m e n t .
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Role of th e  M arine  Board

The M a r in e  Board Secretar ia t ac ted  as an in te r face  b e tw e e n  th e  f isheries and m a r in e  research 

com m un it ies .

O utputs  and Impacts

The p ro je c t  focused on p ro jec t ing  th e  fu tu re  needs fo r  s tra teg ic  f isheries and aqua cu ltu re  research. It 

p ro v id e d  scenarios based on cu r re n t  t re n d s  and th e  re q u i re m e n t  o f  susta inab le  p ro d u c t io n ,  and it 

addressed s tra teg ic  issues o f  fu tu re  po l icy  and research.

On-Going FP7 Projects

EMAR2RES: Support Action to initiate cooperation between the Communities o f European 

MARine and MARitime REsearch and Science

Project type: EC FP7 C oo rd ina ted  S u p p o rt A c tio n  

D uration : 28 m o n th s  (N ove m be r 20 09 -F e b ru a ry  2012)

Budget: €  0 5M

C onsortium : 5 pan-E uropean pa rtne rs

C oord inator: C o m m u n ity  o f  E uropean S h ipyards A ssoc ia tion s  (CESA)

M a rin e  B oard  is a W o rk  Package Leader

G eneral Objectives

EMAR2RES involves th e  European associations rep resen t ing  m a jo r  w a te rb o rn e  R&D s takeho lde rs  and 

th e  M a r in e  Board, as a key rep resen ta t ive  o f  th e  M a r in e  Science Research C om m un ity .  It w il l  

inves t iga te  and deve lop  co o pe ra t ion  b e tw e e n  th e  m ar ine  and m a r i t im e  research c o m m u n it ie s  w i th  a 

focus  on m a r i t im e  t ranspo r t .  The p ro je c t  a ims to  de l ive r  a f ra m e w o rk  fo r  an e f f ic ie n t  and s tream lined  

co o p e ra t io n  to w a rd s  susta inable  m a r i t im e  activ i t ies.

Role o f th e  M arin e  Board

In th is  p ro jec t,  the  M a r in e  Board w o rks  to  b ridge the  gap b e tw e e n  m ar ine  and m a r i t im e  science 

c o m m u n it ie s ,  via top ica l w o rkshops  on areas o f  c o m m o n  in te res t  and im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a Policy 

In te r face  Panel.

O utputs  and Impacts

•  Id e n t i fy  areas o f  c o m m o n  in te re s t  (u n d e rw a te r  noise, b io -m im ics, etc);

•  R eport  on a jo in t  V ision fo r  th e  M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Science and Research;

•  Propose a concre te  f r a m e w o rk  o f  co o p e ra t io n ;

•  In fo rm  EU po l icy  (e.g. im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  M a r in e  S tra tegy F ram ew ork  D irect ive).

/  M \

EMAR2RES
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MARCOM+: Towards an Integrated M arine and M aritim e Science Community

P ro ject type: EC FP7 C o o rd in a te d  S u p p o rt A c tion  

D uration : 24 m o n th s  (January 2 0 10 -D e cem b er 2011)

Budget: €  1M

C onsortium : 10 p a rtn e rs  _ .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C oord inator: In te rn a tio n a l Council fo r  th e  E xp lo ra tio n  o f  th e  Sea (ICES) I m A K w U ™

M a rin e  B oard  is a W o rk  Package Leader

G eneral Objectives

M A R C O M + a ims to  s u p p o r t  th e  m ar ine  and m a r i t im e  science c o m m u n it ie s  t o  te s t  m echan ism s fo r  

th e  e s ta b l ishm e n t o f  a European m ar ine  science p a r tne rsh ip  th a t  w o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  to  deve lop ing  

in te ra c t io n s  b e tw e e n  partners  (M e m b e r  States, reg iona l a u th o r i t ie s ,  th e  research co m m u n ity ,  

in d u s t ry  and o th e r  stakeholders).

Role o f th e  M a rin e  Board

W ith in  th is  p ro jec t,  the  M a r in e  Board w i l l  fac i l i ta te  a sus ta inab le  d ia logue b e tw e e n  these 

s takeho lde rs  th ro u g h  the  o rgan isa tion  o f  a series o f  M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Science and Techno logy 

P artnersh ip  O pen Fora. The M a r in e  Board w il l  also w o rk  t o  c o m p le t io n  o f  an in v e n to ry  o f  m a r ine  and 

m a r i t im e  s takeho lde rs  and p resen ta t ion  o f  a re p o r t  on po te n t ia l  s t ru c tu re  fo r  a d u ra b le  m ar ine  and 

m a r i t im e  co o p e ra t io n .

O utputs and Im pacts

© E s tab l ishm en t o f  a sus ta inab le  European M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Science and Techno logy  

Forum;

® C o l labo ra t ion  mechan ism s fo r  s t re n g th e n in g  th e  cross-sectora l and in te rd isc ip l ina ry  research 

and s t ru c tu r in g  th e  European Research Area;

© In teg ra ted  co n tr ib u t io n  to  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a c t ion  po in ts  l is ted  on th e  EC Blue Book on the  

In teg ra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy fo r  th e  European Union.

CLAMER: Climate Change Impacts on the M arine Environment: Research Results And Public 

Perception

P ro ject type: EC FP7 C o o rd in a te d  S u p p o rt A c tion  

D uration : 18 m o n th s  (A p ril 2 0 1 0 -S e p te m b e r 2011)

Budget: €  1M

C onsortium : 17 p a rtn e rs  fro m  10 c o u n tr ie s  tPLfllVER
C J 'W E C H A 'J G E *.

C oord inator: Royal N e th e rlan ds  In s t itu te  fo r  Sea Research (NIOZ) r c f ^ M K & * c i i

M a rin e  Board is a W o rk  Package Leader

General Objectives

CLAMER w il l  a im  to  raise th e  awareness o f  European cit izens and soc ie ty  a t  large o f  th e  e ffec ts  o f  

c l im a te  change on th e  m ar ine  e n v i ro n m e n t  and associated soc io -econom ic  consequences. The 

p ro jec t  w i l l  d ra w  a t te n t io n  to  th e  gap b e tw e e n  w h a t  is know n  th ro u g h  research and w h a t  policy 

m akers  and th e  pub l ic  know  and unders tand  a b o u t  th e  im pacts  o f  c l im a te  change on th e  oceans. This 

gap m us t be f i l led  to  ensure  th a t  a p p ro p r ia te  and sus ta inab le  a d a p ta t io n  stra teg ies are deve loped 

and im p le m e n te d .
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Role of th e  M arine  Board

The M a r in e  Board w il l  w o rk  on th e  syn thes is  o f  sc ien ti f ic  know ledge  on  c l im a te  change im pacts  on 

th e  m a r in e  e n v i ro n m e n t  f ro m  past and ongo ing  European research e f fo r ts .

O utputs  and Impacts

•  Assessment and su m m a ry  o f  th e  s ta te -o f - th e  a r t  know ledge  and publ ic  pe rcep t ion  o f  EU 

research on c l im ate  change im pacts  on th e  m a r ine  e n v iro n m e n t,  inc lud ing  th e  soc io­

econom ic  consequences;

•  An in te rn a t io n a l  conference to  p ro m o te  and exp lo i t  EU research results re la ted to  c l im a te  

change im pacts  on th e  m ar ine  e n v i ro n m e n t  and address publ ic  pe rcep t ion ;

•  O u treach  events  and activ i t ies  to  o b ta in  w id e  and balanced in fo rm a t io n  and pa rt ic ipa t ion  

f ro m  a ffec ted  European coun tr ies  and beyond.

The CLAMER p ro jec t is expected to  resu lt  in a b e t te r  exp lo i ta t ion  and  d issem ina t ion  o f  research 

resu lts  re la ted  to  c l im a te  change im pac ts  on th e  m a r in e  en v iro n m e n t,  increased publ ic  know ledge  

and pe rcep t ion  o f  the  c l im a te  im pac t  on th e  m a r in e  e n v iro n m e n t.

SEAS-ERA: Towards Integrated European M arine Research Strategy and Programmes

Project type: EC FP7 ERA-NET

D uration: 48  m o n th s  (A pril 2 0 10 -M arch  2014)

C oord inator: Spanish M in is try  o f  Science and  In n o v a tio n  (M IC IN N )

M a rin e  Board is a W o rk  Package Leader

G eneral Objectives

The vast m a jo r i ty  o f  pub l ic ly  fun d e d  research in ve s tm e n t in Europe is m ade  at na tiona l level. Build ing 

on progress m ade th ro u g h  a n u m b e r  o f  FP6 m a r ine  ERA-NETs (MarinERA, AmpERA and MariFISH), 

SEAS-ERA w il l  fo s te r  fu r th e r  co o pe ra t ion  and in te g ra t io n  b e tw e e n  m ar ine  research fu nd ing  agencies 

in Europe. SEAS-ERA w il l  fac i l i ta te  th e  es ta b l ishm e n t o f  a s table and du rab le  s t ru c tu re  fo r  

s t re n g th e n in g  m ar ine  research across th e  European Sea Basins.

Role o f the  M arin e  Board

The M a r in e  Board w il l  conduc t an in v e n to ry  and analysis and p repare  re p o r t  on ex isting na t iona l and 

reg iona l science and tech n o lo g y  plans and s tra teg ic  p r io r i t ies . The M a r in e  Board w il l  also organise a 

series o f  pan-E uropean  Fora and top ica l  reg ional w o rkshops .

O utputs and Im pacts

•  Susta ined process enab ling  th e  de l ive ry  o f  an in teg ra ted  European m a r in e  and m a r i t im e  

research, tech n o lo g y  and inn o va t io n  s tra tegy ;

•  Bu ild ing  cross-sectoral, m u l t in a t io n a l  and in te rd isc ip l ina ry  research partnersh ips ;

•  D e v e lo p m e n t o f  sc ien ti f ic  and te c h n o lo g y  capac ity  to  s treng then  the  know ledge  econom y;

•  Planning, in ve s tm e n t and shared use o f  cr i t ica l in fras t ruc tu res  on a Europe w id e  basis.

Budget: €  2M

C onsortium : 21 pa rtne rs  fro m  18 cou n tries ó e c L O J & ia j
LUrP7£RA-NET
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Marine Board Communication
The ob jec t ives  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board are su p p o r te d  via several c o m m u n ic a t io n  too ls :

General inform ation and profile

® The M arin e  Board w ebpage (w w w .es f .o rq /m a r ineboa rd ) is lo ca ted  on th e  

ESF w ebs ite .  The S ecre tar ia t has ed i t in g  rights on  its c o n te n t  (also see 

Figure 4  be low).

» M a rin e  Board news and announcem ents are pub l ished  o n  th e  M a r in e  

Board w e b p ag e  o f  th e  ESF w ebs ite  h ttp : / /w w w .es f .o rq /m a r ineboa rd /new s .

•  M a rin e  Board M e m b e r w ebsites publish M a r in e  Board p ro f i le  and news.

•  M a rin e  Board announcem ents can be pub l ished  e lec tro n ica l ly  o r  in hard 

copies to  be d issem ina ted  am ong  s takeho lders .

© The M a rin e  Board profiling leafle t (p ic tu re  on th e  to p  r igh t)  was last 

upda ted  in M a y  2009. The lea f le t  has been w id e ly  d issem ina ted  to  the  

M a r in e  Board s takeho lde r ma il ing  list and is p resen ted  at M a r in e  Board 

e xh ib i t io n  boo ths .

•  A n ew  M a rin e  Board poster was p roduced  by th e  S ecre ta r ia t  in 

S e p te m b e r  2010.

•  The M a rin e  Board Annual R eport (2009 p ic tu re  to  th e  r ig h t)  has been 

p repa red  and publ ished by th e  S ecre ta r ia t  since 2007 t o  be w id e ly  

d issem ina ted  am ong  M ar ine  Board M e m b e rs ,  s ta ke h o ld e r  g roups  and at 

exh ib it ions .

Dissemination

© M a rin e  Board publications w ebpage fe a tu re s  all 

th e  M a r in e  Board pub l ica t ions  since 2000 

ava i lab le  fo r  d o w n lo a d ,  free  o f  charge:

•  w w w .es f .o rq /m arineboard /pub l ica t ions

© M a rin e  Board publications booths are regu lar ly

organ ised  a t  re levan t events  by th e  Secretar ia t .

® Postage o f  hard  copies o f  all new  M a r in e  Board 

pub l ica t ions  to  a selected list o f  s takeho lde rs  is 

a rranged  by th e  Secretar iat.
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□  Page Loads EU Unique V is ito rs  □  Returning V is ito rs

3,000 r

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

The ESF C om m un ica tion  u n it does n o t p rov ide  s ta tis tica l in fo rm a tio n  abo u t th e  v is its  to  ESF w ebs ite . There fo re , to  be able to  m o n ito r  th e  
in te re s t in th e  M a rin e  Board w ebpages w hich  are hosted by th e  ESF w eb s ite , in early  O ctobe r 2009, th e  M arine  Board Secretaria t inserted  
s ta tis tic  codes fro m  "S ta tco u n te r"  (w w w .s ta tc o u n te r.c o m ) in to  th e  M a rin e  Board webpages. In fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  n um b e r o f 
dow n loa d ed  papers and docum ents is u n fo rtu n a te ly  n o t ava ilable  to  us.

Page Loads U n iq u e  V is ito rs First T im e  V isitors R etu rn in g  V isitors

2 0 1 0 18 ,844 9 ,1 8 7 6 ,743 2 ,444

Prom otion of output and im pact analysis

Prom otion o f M a rin e  Board Publications

•  S ecre ta r ia t p ro m o te s  M a r ine  Board o u tp u t  via exh ib it ions, ta rge ted  

postage and th e  w ebs ite .

•  The d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  an a p p ro p r ia te  c o m m u n ic a t io n  s tra tegy  is an in tegra l 

pa r t  o f  th e  Term s o f  Reference fo r  all M a r in e  Board act iv i t ies  s ince 2010.

•  M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  Organisat ions p lay a crit ical ro le  as p ro m o te rs  o f  

th e  M a r in e  Board o u tp u t  to  th e i r  na tiona l s takeho lde rs  and gove rnm en ts .

M arin e  Board Publications Leaflet

The pub l ica t ions  lea f le t  (p ic tu re  above) was p repa red  and pub l ished by th e  S ecre ta r ia t in S ep tem be r  

2010. It lists all th e  M a r in e  Board Posit ion Papers and Vision D ocum en ts  as o f  O c to b e r  2010, 

h igh ligh ts  th e  m o s t  recen t ones and announces fo r th c o m in g  pub l ica t ions. The lea f le t  is ta rg e te d  at 

na t iona l and European s takeho lders  as w e ll  as a t anyone  in te res ted  in m ar ine  S&T and science policy. 

It Is to  be w id e ly  d issem ina ted  by th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e rs  (na t iona l ly )  and th e  by Secretar ia t .

Im pact o f the  M a rin e  Board Publications

is analysed by  th e  Secre tar ia t at specif ic m ee t ings  held tw ice  yearly. An i tem  on M a r in e  Board 

d issem ina t ion  and im pac t  has been inc luded  in th e  agenda o f  M a r ine  Board P lenary M ee t ings  since 

2010  (see also page 38).
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Marine Board Operations

Improvement of Marine Board Operations
D uring th e  re p o r t in g  per iod , th e  M a r in e  Board has deve loped  a n d /o r  im p ro ve d  its ope ra t iona l 

p rocedures  in response to  th e  reques t o f  its M e m b e rs  and its inc reas ing  ro le  in the  m a r ine  research 

landscape.

M arine Board Guidelines

In 2007, th e  M a r in e  Board adop ted  th e  M a r in e  Board Guide l ines, w h ic h  se t o u t  th e  Board 's  m odus  

o p e ra n d i and gove rnance  procedures, th e  r ights and ob l iga t ions  o f  i ts  M e m b e rs  and th e  Executive 

C o m m it te e  and th e  ro le  o f  the  Secretar iat. The G u ide l ines also inc lude  new  procedures  fo r  ExCom 

e lect ions, deve loped  by th e  Secre tar ia t and a d o p te d  by th e  Board in O c to b e r  2009. The M a r ine  

Board S ecre ta r ia t  has been given a m anda te  to  p ropose , w h e re  a p p ro p r ia te ,  upda tes  to  the  

Guide lines, w h ich  are su b m it te d  fo r  approva l a t  M a r in e  Board P lenary M eetings.

M em bership Expansion Strategy

The M a r in e  Board M e m b e rsh ip  S tra tegy w as a d o p te d  to  m e e t  th e  challenges o f  th e  cons tan t ly  

evo lv ing  European m a r in e  research landscape. The M e m b e rs h ip  S tra tegy  was p repa red  by th e  

S ecre tar ia t on  reques t  o f  th e  ExCom and a d o p te d  by th e  M a r in e  Board  in Spring 2010. The M a r in e  

Board m e m b e rsh ip  s tra tegy  a ims at (i) increasing th e  M a r in e  Board geograph ica l rep resenta t iveness  

across Europe to  s t re n g th e n  its pos it ion  as th e  p la t fo rm  p rov id ing  Forum, Synergy, S tra tegy  and 

Voice fo r  m a r in e  sciences in Europe; and (¡I) increas ing th e  share o f  th e  d i re c t  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  the  

M a r in e  Board bud g e t to  su p p o r t  th e  core ac t iv i t ies  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board (as im p le m e n te d  by the  

M a r in e  Board Secretar ia t).

As a resu lt  o f  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  key nationa l m a r in e  research p e r fo rm in g  and fu n d in g  o rgan isa t ions  in 

Europe w h ich  are sti l l  n o t  rep resented  a t  th e  M a r in e  Board, ta rg e te d  organ isa tions w e re  iden t i f ied  

w i th  th e  ob je c t ive  to  p ro -ac t ive ly  establish co n ta c t  w i th  th e m  and investigate  poss ib i l i ty  o f  th e i r  

jo in in g  th e  M a r in e  Board. This ac t ion  was im p le m e n te d  du r in g  s u m m e r-a u tu m n  2010, and several 

pos it ive  responses have a lready been received. It is fo reseen  th a t  a ny  increase up to  40  M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ions w o u ld  p rov ide  a desirab le  ba lance b e tw e e n  th e  represen ta t iveness  o f  th e  M a r ine  

Board as a m a jo r  m a r in e  research p la t fo rm  in Europe and th e  responsiveness and f le x ib i l i ty  o f  its 

o p e ra t iona l  s truc tu re .

M arine Board Communication and Im pact Strategy

Recognising th e  crucia l im p o r ta n ce  o f  e f fec t ive  c o m m u n ic a t io n  to  channel th e  s tra teg ic  o u tp u ts  o f  

th e  M a r in e  Board activ i t ies  to  ta rg e te d  s takeho lde rs  (and in a r igh t fo rm a t) ,  th e  M a r in e  Board 

deve loped  C o m m u n ica t io n  and Im pac t S trategy. The S trategy, a d o p te d  in 2009, inc ludes a 

com prehens ive  c o m m u n ic a t io n  plan and too ls  and m echan ism s fo r  m o n i to r in g  and m easur ing  

o u tp u t  and im p a c t  o f  M a r in e  Board activ it ies.

M arine Board se lf-eva lu a tio n  re p o rt 2 0 0 5 -2 0 1 0
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The C o m m u n ica t io n  and Im pac t Stra tegy w il l  be app l ied  to  all the  act iv i t ies  o f  the  M a r in e  Board, 

f ro m  th e  p repa ra t ion  o f  n e w  W ork ing  and V is ion Groups, to  im pac t assessment o f  M a r in e  Board 

o u tp u ts  (i.e. Posit ion Papers and Vision D ocum en ts )  and ta rge ted  d issem ina t ion  techn iques . The 

im pac t  m easur ing  o f  Posit ion Papers fo r  exam ple , involves a M a r ine  Board Science O ff icer 

m o n i to r in g  the  im pac t o f  the  paper a t European and na t iona l level fo r  a per iod  o f  b e tw e e n  tw o  and

th re e  years, pos t-pub l ica t ion . The too ls  used fo r  th is  inc lude d irec t consu lta t ion  w i th  re levan t

European C om m iss ion  Officers, surveys o f  im pac t  on na tiona l p rog ram m es  and policies,

d issem ina t ion  and in te rn e t  d o w n lo a d  statist ics, c i ta t ions  and w e b  searches. This w i l l  resu lt  in basic

s ta t is t ics on th e  im pacts  at na tiona l and European level on each M a r in e  Board Posit ion Paper 

pub l ished  f ro m  2010 onw ards .

N ew  M em bership Contributions Scheme

The M a r in e  Board m odus o p e ra n d i states th a t  each M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  Organ isa t ion  has a vo t ing  

seat a t  M a r in e  Board Plenary M ee t ings  (idem  Genera l Assembly). H ow ever,  un t i l  2009 M e m b e rsh ip  

C o n tr ib u t io n s  w e re  paid accord ing  t o  a c o u n try - re p re s e n ta t io n  (a co u n try  c o n tr ib u t io n  was d iv ided 

b e tw e e n  th e  m em bers  o f  th is coun try ).  This is w h y  th e  M a r in e  Board in tro d u ce d ,  in June 2010, a new  

m e m b e rsh ip  co n tr ib u t io n  scheme accord ing to  w h ich  a f ixed rate is a t t r ib u te d  to  each M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ion  based on th e  GDP o f  its coun try .  In add it ion  to  p ropos ing  a s t ra ig h t fo rw a rd  and 

tra n s p a re n t  c o n tr ib u t io n  ca lcu la t ion  p rocedure  and a poss ib i l i ty  to  fo recas t cash incom e f ro m  the 

M e m b e r  c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  the  n e w  scheme w il l  ensure th a t  extra  c o n tr ib u t io n s  w il l  be received upon 

any n e w  m e m b e r  jo in in g  (no t  always the  case un d e r  the  p rev ious  scheme). This has a lready been 

im p le m e n te d  f o r  the  la test new  M ar ine  Board M e m b e r  f r o m  Finland (Finnish E nv iro n m e n t Ins t i tu te )  

w hose  app l ica t ion  f o r  m em bersh ip  was app roved  at th e  A u tu m n  2010 P lenary M e e t in g  (1 4 /1 0 /1 0 ,  

Ostend). U n d e r  the old scheme, th e  Ins t i tu te  w o u ld  n o t  be requ ired  to  pay any c o n tr ib u t io n  as the  

fu n d in g  agency o f  F in land (Academ y o f  Fin land) has a lready been represented  on the  Board.

The n e w  c o n tr ib u t io n s  scheme w il l  p rov ide  a solid  basis fo r  th e  M a r in e  Board c u r re n t  and fu tu re  

M e m b e rs ,  making  i t easier fo r  th e m  to  secure prov is ions and bud g e t fo r  th e  M a r in e  Board 

co n tr ib u t io n s .  F u r the rm ore ,  i t  w il l  secure an increase in to ta l  incom e rece ived th ro u g h  m e m b e rsh ip  

c o n tr ib u t io n s  as the  m e m b e rsh ip  expands.
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Perspectives on Future Priorities and 
Strategies for the Marine Board

M arine Board -  A M a jo r Influence on the European M arine Science 

Landscape

The m ar ine  research landscape in Europe has deve loped  rap id ly  since 2005 and th e  M a r in e  Board 

has had to  evo lve  in ta n d e m  w ith  these deve lop m e n ts ,  w h i ls t  m a in ta in in g  its core e thos  and s tra tegy. 

Table 5 i l lus tra tes h o w  th e  Board has played a s trong  ro le  in bo th  in f luenc ing  and d r iv in g  m any  o f  the 

crit ical steps to w a rd s  deve lop ing  th e  In tegra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy fo r  Europe and th e  European 

S tra tegy f o r  M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Research. The Board, m o re o ve r ,  is n o w  pa r t ic ipa t ing  in som e o f  

th e  key im p le m e n ta t io n  act ions o f  the  M a r in e  and M a r i t im e  Research S tra tegy  inc lud ing  the  

EMAR2RES and M A R CO M + FP7 pro jects.

Table 5. M a io r  deve lopm en ts  in  s u p p o rt o f  a E uropean Research A re a  f o r  M a rin e  Science and  

Technology a n d  th e  co rre sp o nd in g  M a r in e  B oard  ro le  o r  c o n tr ib u t io n

N ovem b er 2006 M a rin e  Board launches its  Navigating the 
Future III h igh -leve l P osition Paper

M a jo r  im p a c t on m a rin e  Research P rio ritie s  in 

FP7.

January 2007 M a rin e  Board co-organ ises a se m in a r on 

M a rin e  Sciences and  T echno log ies  in  Brussels

Results in M a rin e  Science be in g  inc lud ed  as a 

"P r io r ity  T h e m e " in FP7.

June 2007 E uro pean  C om m ission  launches an op en  

c o n s u lta tio n  on its  G reen Paper:

"T o w a rd s  a fu tu re  M a r it im e  Policy fo r  th e  

E uro pean  U n io n "

M a rin e  Board respond  w ith  P os ition  Paper 11 -  

Response to the European Commission's Green 
Papers:

(i) Towards a future Maritime Policy fo r the 
Union, and

(ii) The European Research Area: New 
Perspectives (N o ve m b e r 2007).

June 2007 EurOCEAN 2007 C on fe rence  in A b e rd e e n  and 

A d o p tio n  o f  th e  "A b e rd e e n  D e c la ra tio n "

M a rin e  B oard  lead th e  O rgan is ing  C o m m itte e  and 

ExCom m e m b e rs  lead th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 

A b e rd e e n  D ec la ra tion .

O ctober 2007 A d o p tio n  by th e  E uropean C ouncil o f  th e  

In te g ra te d  M a r it im e  Policy fo r  Europe

S tro n g ly  in flu e n ce d  by A b e rd e e n  D e c la ra tion , th e  

IM P in c lud es  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a E uropean 

S tra te g y  fo r  M a rin e  and M a r it im e  Research as a 

p r io r ity  A c tio n  (as spe c if ica lly  ca lled  fo r  in 

A b e rd e e n  D ec la ra tion ).

July 2008 M a rin e  S tra te g y  F ra m e w o rk  D irec tive  com es 

in to  fo rc e

M a rin e  Board asked to  p a rtic ip a te  in som e  o f  th e  

MSFD W o rk in g  G roups.

Septem ber 2008 E uro pean  S tra tegy  fo r  M a rin e  and M a r it im e  

Research is a d o p te d

M a jo r  d e live ra b le  o f th e  A be rdeen  D ec la ra tion .

June 2009 A ll-E m b ra c in g  P la tfo rm  fo r  th e  In te g ra te d  

M a r it im e  Policy is e s ta b lished  a t E uropean 

M a r it im e  Day S ta ke h o ld e r C onference in Rom e

M a rin e  Board in v ite d  to  s it on  th e  1 0 -m e m b e r 

s te e rin g  g ro u p  fo r  th e  p la tfo rm .

N ovem b er 2009 EM AR 2RES FP7 p ro je c t ge ts  u n d e rw a y M a rin e  Board a w o rk  package le a d e r and  sole

Marine Board self-evaluation report 2005-2010



Perspectives on Future Priorities and Strategies fo r the  M arin e  Board

m a rin e  p a rtn e r  w ith  4  m a rit im e  pa rtne rs .

M arch  2010 M ARC O M + FP7 p ro je c t ge ts  u n d e rw a y D e live re d  as a re s u lt o f  th e  A be rd e e n +  Task Force 

a c tiv it ie s  c o o rd in a te d  by M a rin e  Board in th e  

a fte rm a th  o f  th e  EurOCEAN 2007.

O ctober 2010 EurOCEAN 2010 and A d o p tio n  o f  th e  "O s tend  

D e c la ra tio n "

M a rin e  Board le a d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e : 

e EurOCEAN 2010 P rog ram m e (in c lu d in g  th e  

P ro g ra m m e  o f  th e  EurOCEAN 2010 

in fo rm a t io n  session in  th e  European 

P a rlia m e n t); 

o O stend D e c la ra tio n ; and 

a EurOCEAN 2010 Research Showcase 

(E xh ib itio n ).

The c o m m o n  th re a d  in th e  Board 's activ i t ies in all o f  these  areas is "p a r tn e rs h ip " .  The Board has 

c o n tr ib u te d  in co l labo ra t ion  w i th  o th e r  key actors  and s takeho lde rs  to w a rd s  de l iver ing  th e  m a jo r  

m i les tones l is ted in Table 5. Given th e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  th is  co l la b o ra t ive  approach, i t  is som e t im es  

d i f f ic u l t  to  d i re c t ly  m easure  th e  im p a c t  o f  th e  Board 's  in v o lv e m e n t  on th e se  deve lopm en ts .  However, 

th e  feedback  th a t  th e  Board M e m b e rs  and Secre ta r ia t  rece ive f ro m  key actors, com m e n d in g  the  

Board 's  ro le  in th e  above  in it ia t ives has been cons is ten t ly  pos it ive . T h ro u g h o u t  th is  re p o r t  quo tes  

f ro m  such actors  in European m a r ine  and m a r i t im e  science are inc luded to  i l lus tra te  th is po in t.

Providing an Independent Scientific Advice

The im p a c t  and in te g r i ty  o f  th e  Board 's  advice relies on  its independence . W h i le  ope ra t ing  w i th in  the  

f r a m e w o rk  o f  ESF, th e  Board has a lways m a in ta ined  an in d e p e n d e n t  approach . It re ta ins its ow n  

m e m b e rsh ip  and receives specific annual co n tr ib u t io n s  f r o m  its th i r t y -o n e  m em bers , tw e lve  o f  w h ich  

are n o t  m e m b e rs  o f  ESF (ESF launches th e  call fo r  c o n tr ib u t io n s  and receives th e  paym en ts  on the  

Board 's behalf). The success o f  th e  Board also rel ies on  th e  c o m m i tm e n t  and in te re s t  o f  its M e m b e r  

Organ isa t ions and Delegates, w h ich  has a lways been at a ve ry  high level.

The Board does n o t  n o rm a l ly  make use o f  ESF in s trum en ts ,  re ly ing instead on its o w n  mechan ism s 

fo r  de l ive r ing  fo re s ig h t  and s tra tegy  to  advance m a r ine  science in Europe. M a r in e  Board Ins trum en ts  

su it  th e  Board 's  needs in th a t  th e y  are f lex ib le , are fu n d e d  th ro u g h  th e  v o lu n ta ry  pa r t ic ipa t ion  o f  the  

m em bers  o r  th e i r  e x p e r t  nom inees, and can be de l ive red  in a t im e ly  and e f f ic ie n t  m anner.

The re la t ionsh ip  w i th  ESF has p rov ided  the  Board w i th  a s tab le  and suppo rt ive  f ra m e w o rk  and legal 

e n t i ty  to  hos t th e  B oard 's  Secretar ia t . The Board and its S ecre ta r ia t  have also co l labora ted  on  the  

activ i t ies  o f  o th e r  ESF C om m it tees  and Boards, inc lud ing  f o r  exam ple , in v o lv e m e n t  in th e  Science 

Policy Brie f ing  on Ocean Ac id if ica t ion  (July 2009) and RESCUE Forw ard  Look (bo th  led by Life Earth 

and E nv ironm en ta l  Sciences C om m it tee ) ,  the  FP7 CAREX p ro je c t  on Life in Extrem e Env ironm ents  

(led by th e  European Space Sciences C om m it tee ,  and w h ich  deve loped  d ire c t ly  f r o m  th e  jo in t  M a r in e  

Board - ESF pub l ica t io n  on th e  to p ic  publ ished in M a y  2007), th e  M a r ine  Board-ESF-COST 2010 

C onference on M a r in e  B io techno logy  (see page 15) and th e  M ar ine  Board-COST W o rk s h o p  on 

Scientif ic  D iv ing (S e p te m b e r  2010).

The M a r in e  Board has becom e  a desired p a r tn e r  in va r ious  s takeho lde r  co l labora t ions  and in it ia t ives, 

c u r re n t ly  be ing  rep re se n te d  as Observer o r  m e m b e r  o f  Science Policy Panels on six pan-European 

in it ia t ives  (in a d d i t ion  to  those  o u t l ined  in th is  repo r t ) ,  such as, am ong o thers , EC C o llabora tive  

W o rk in g  G roup  on M a r in e  B io techno logy, the  A l l -em brac ing  S takeho lder P la t fo rm , o r  th e  European
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Council  fo r  Ocean Dril l ing Research; and several o f  FP p ro jec ts . These co l labo ra t ions  a l lo w  the  Board 

to  p ro m o te  jo in t  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  p r io r i t ies  and avoid dup l ica t io n  o f  e f fo r ts  a t th e  European level.

The independence  o f  th e  Board should be m a in ta ined  as a p r io r i ty .  This w il l  be a crucial fac to r  in 

the  Board 's cons idera t ions  on  its fu tu re  g iven th e  ongo ing  progress to w a rd s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a 

new  o rgan isa tion  aris ing f r o m  a possible m e rge r o f  ESF and EUROHORCS.

Contributing to  the ERA fo r M arine Science

European Research Area fo r  M arine Science and Technology

By de fau lt ,  th ro u g h  its Forum , Synergy, S tra tegy and Voice app roach , th e  M a r in e  Board con tr ib u te s  

to  the  ongo ing  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  European Research A rea (ERA) f o r  M a r in e  Science. The ERA, as 

c u r re n t ly  de fined  by th e  2007 Green Paper1 is com posed  o f  "a ll research  and  d e ve lo p m e n t a c tiv itie s , 

p ro g ra m m e s  and  po lic ies  in  Europe w h ich  invo lve  a tra n s n a tio n a l p e rspec tive  and  w h ich  are  des igned  

and  o p e ra te d  a t a ll leve ls : re g io n a l, n a tio n a l and  European. The a im  is to  g ive  access to  a Europe- 

w ide  open space f o r  kn o w le d g e  a n d  techno log ies  in w h ich  tra n s n a tio n a l synerg ies a n d  

co m p le m e n ta r it ie s  a re  fu l ly  e xp lo ite d ".

The M a r in e  Board p rov ides  a d irec t p la t fo rm , in p a r tn e rsh ip  w i th  o th e r  key actors, fo r  the  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  an ERA fo r  m a r ine  science. M o s t  o f  th e  ac tiv i t ies  o f  th e  Board can be said, in one 

w ay o r  ano the r ,  to  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  ERA b u t  som e deserve p a r t ic u la r  m e n t io n ,  inc lud ing:

•  Part ic ipa tion  in th e  o rgan isa t ion  o f  th e  EurOCEAN co n fe re n ce  series and th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  

th re e  EurOCEAN D eclarat ions (G alway in 2004, A b e rd e e n  in 2007  and Ostend in 2010);

•  The Board 's N a v ig a tin g  the  F u tu re  series o f  h igh-leve l Pos it ion  Papers;

•  The b iennia l M a r in e  Board Forum;

•  M a r ine  Board Panels (C om m un ica t ions  and Sc ien t if ic  Diving);

•  P art ic ipa t ion  in ERA-NETs inc lud ing  MarinERA, AMPERA and SEAS-ERA.

The M a r ine  Board w il l  c o n t in u a l ly  ca l ib ra te  its act iv i t ies  against th e  h igh-leve l goal o f  ach iev ing a 

European Research Area fo r  m a r ine  science and techno logy .

Join t Program m ing

The Board is also c losely t rack ing  th e  progress on th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  Jo in t  P rog ram m ing  

In it ia t ive , H e a lth y  a n d  P ro d u c tive  Seas a n d  Oceans (JPI 'Oceans'), w h ich  was jo in t ly  p roposed  by 

N orw ay , Belg ium and Spain and app roved  by th e  European Council in M a y  2010. The JPI p roposers  

have a lready ind ica ted  t h a t  th e  M a r in e  Board can play an ac tive  ro le  in the  adv iso ry  s t ruc tu re  fo r  the  

JPI, feed ing  in th e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  its s tra teg ic  ac t iv i t ies  to  in fo rm  p r io r i ty  research them es. The 

Board 's role in th e  SEAS-ERA p ro jec t  w i l l  also help to  ensure  th a t  th e  JPI is deve loped  in close synergy 

w i th  SEAS-ERA.

The European Research A rea: N ew  Perspectives, 2007 Green Paper, h ttp ://e c .e u ro p a .e u /re s e a rc h /e ra /d o c s /e n /u n d e rs ta n d in e -e ra -
I eu ropean -com m iss ion -eu r22840 -161 -2007 -en .pd f
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The M a r in e  Board has a key role to  p lay in su p p o r t in g  and advis ing t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  Jo in t 

P rog ram m ing  In it ia t ive , H ea lthy  and P roductive  Seas and Oceans, ensur ing  synergy and 

c o m p le m e n ta r i ty  w i th  th e  SEAS-ERA pro ject.

M arine Research Infrastructures

The m ar ine  e n v i ro n m e n t  is h igh ly  var iab le  and is cos t ly  and d i f f ic u l t  t o  access. Deve lop ing  t ra n s ­

na tiona l c o o p e ra t io n  in th e  use o f  m ar ine  research in f ras t ruc tu res  (MRIs) is pa r t icu la r ly  im p o r ta n t  fo r  

m a r ine /ocean  science. M a r in e  Board Posit ion Paper 10, European Ocean Research Fleets -  Tow ards a 

com m on  s tra te g y  and  enhanced  use, w h ich  led d i re c t ly  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  FP7 EUROFLEETS 

13 p ro jec t  (in w h ich  th e  M a r in e  Board is an Associate Partner), has ensu red  th a t  s ign if ican t progress is 

be ing m ade in th e  tran sn a t io n a l  co o rd ina t ion  and co s t-e ffec t ive  use o f  na t iona l ly  ope ra ted  research 

vessels and heavy equ ipm en t.

M o re o ve r ,  th e  2nd M a r in e  Board Forum, Tow ards an E uropean N e tw o rk  o f  M a r in e  O bse rva to ries  fo r  

M o n ito r in g  a n d  R esearch"{ 16 S ep tem be r  2010 Brussels), resu lted  in a v is ion  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  called 

fo r  actions to  fac i l i ta te  th e  b e t te r  c o o rd in a t io n  o f  na t iona l obse rva t ion  capacit ies to  p rov ide  stable 

and sus ta inab ly  su p p o r te d  lo n g - te rm  datasets f ro m  th e  m a r ine  e n v iro n m e n t.

The Board also has a seat on th e  European C om m iss ion  M a r in e  Research In fras truc tu res  Expert 

W o rk in g  Group w h ich  is advis ing the  Com m iss ion  on fu tu re  MRI needs and pr io r i t ies , pa r t icu la r ly  

w i th  respect to  th o se  necessary in f ras truc tu res  w h ich  do n o t  appear on th e  E5FRI list.

The M a r in e  Board w il l  c o n t in u e  its act ive  role in s tra teg ic  in it ia t ives  dea l ing  w i th  m ar ine  research 

in f ras truc tu res  and in ensu r ing  co o rd ina t ion  and c o o p e ra t io n  in th e  use o f  m a r ine  research 

in f ras truc tu res  a t European level.

M arine Science Contribution to Societal Needs and Sustainable Economic 

Development

The M ar ine  Board  has a ro le  to  play in ensur ing  th a t  m a r in e  science is respons ive  to  de l ive r ing  th e  

needs o f  th e  In teg ra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy, and specif ica lly , its e n v i ro n m e n ta l  p illar, the  M a r ine  

Stra tegy F ra m e w o rk  D irect ive . M o re o ve r ,  a t all levels, th e re  is an increasingly s t ronge r  im pe tus  fo r  

th e  o u tp u ts  o f  science to  co n tr ib u te  to  societal needs and econom ic  d e ve lop m e n t.  The recen t 

econom ic  d o w n tu rn  has fo rce d  jo b  c rea t ion  and eco n o m ic  g ro w th  to  the  to p  o f  th e  po l it ica l agenda 

in Europe, ev idenced  th e  de l ive ry  in 2010 o f  th e  Europe 2020 Strategy, w h ich  ta rge ts  sm art,  

susta inable  and inc lus ive g ro w th .  The same d o w n tu rn  has resu lted  in a d i f f ic u l t  e n v i ro n m e n t  fo r  

science at na t iona l level, w i th  research budge t cuts in m any  coun tr ies . It is n o w  m ore  im p o r ta n t  th a n  

ever to  be able t o  ju s t i fy  th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  science in addressing a b e t te r  unde rs tand ing , p ro te c t io n  

and susta inab le  in te ra c t io n  w i th  th e  seas and oceans.

The Board has a ro le  to  p lay in p rov id ing  re co m m e n d a t io n s ,  th ro u g h  its s tra teg ic  advice, to  ensure  

th a t  th e  fu n d in g  inves ted  in m a r ine  science de l ivers  added va lue  and th a t  th e  o u tp u ts  o f  m a r ine  

research can c o n t r ib u te  as m uch  as possible to  societa l needs, inc lud ing  th e  c rea t ion  o f  com m erc ia l  

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and n e w  jo b s  in innova t ive  m a r i t im e  sectors. The re  is also a ro le  fo r  science leaders to  

w o rk  to w a rd s  chang ing  th e  m in d se t o f  the  academ ic science c o m m u n ity  to  de l ive r  sc ien ti f ic  o u tp u ts  

f r o m  funded  research w h ich  m ay be read i ly  t ra n s fe r re d  to  a next user, w h e th e r  th a t  user is f ro m  

science, indus try ,  po l icy  o r  th e  pub l ic  a t large.
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The M ar ine  Board ensures th a t  the  tra n s la t io n  o f  research resu lts  in to  usable kno w le d g e  is a t  the  

h ea rt  o f  the  p r io r i t ies  i t re co m m e n d s  in its s tra teg ic  Posit ion Papers. This message was also 

em bedded  in th e  Ostend D ec lara t ion , adop ted  at th e  EurOCEAN 20 1 0  Conference. The Board can 

also co n tr ib u te  to  b e t te r  in te ra c t io n  b e tw e e n  science and po l icy  and in d u s t ry  th o u g h  its pa r t ic ipa t ion  

in the  s teer ing  g roup  fo r  th e  A l l -E m brac ing  S takeho lder P la t fo rm  fo r  th e  In teg ra ted  M a r i t im e  Policy.

The M a r in e  Board m u s t  c o n t in u e  to  bridge th e  gap b e tw e e n  science and po l icy  and ensure, 

th ro u g h  its in f luence  and s tra teg ic  activ i t ies, th a t  p r io r i ty  m a r in e  research is designed and 

de l ivered in such a w ay  as to  fac i l i ta te  tra n s la t io n  o f  research resu lts  in to  know ledge  w h ich  is 

usable fo r  societal and eco n o m ic  d e ve lopm en t.

External Interactions

Interaction w ith o ther Regional/  European /  G lobal networks

The M ar ine  Board p rov ides  its m e m b e rs  w ith  a p la t fo rm  f o r  in te ra c t in g  w i th  o th e r  European and 

in te rn a t io n a l  n e tw o rk s  re levan t t o  seas and oceans research and te ch n o lo g y .  It is im p o r ta n t  fo r  the  

Board to  con t inue  its close c o n ta c t  w i th  these ne tw o rks  and, w h e re  a p p ro p r ia te ,  pa r t ic ipa te  in jo in t  

in it ia t ives. G ood exam ples o f  such co l labo ra t ions  include:

•  The jo in t  d e v e lo p m e n t  and pub l ica t ion  o f  th e  V is ion D o c u m e n t  on  the  EMODNET w ith  

EuroGOOS (2008);

•  The t r i - p a r t i te  d e v e lo p m e n t  and pub l ica t ion  o f  Posit ion Paper 14, Science D im ensions o f  on 

Ecosystem  A p p ro a ch  to  M a n a g e m e n t o f  B io tic  Ocean Resources  w i th  ICES and EFARO (2010).

The Board holds an O bserver seat on th e  ECORD Council and, th ro u g h  its in v o lv e m e n t  in the 

EMAR2RES and M AR CO M + pro jec ts , co l labora tes  d i rec t ly  w i th  a range o f  European ne tw o rks  

inc lud ing  ICES, CIESM, EFARO, EATIP, EuroGOOS and the  W a te rb o rn e  Techno logy  P la t fo rm . The 

M a r ine  Board was also inv ited  as an O bserver to  p rov ide  sc ien t i f ic  and po l icy  re co m m e n d a t io n s  to  

th e  EC Co llabora tive  W o rk in g  G roup  on M a r in e  B io techno logy  w h o se  ob jec t ive  is to  investigate  

co l labo ra t ion  m echan ism s fo r  M a r in e  B io techno logy  in Europe and p rov ide  po l icy  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  

fo r  th e i r  im p le m e n ta t io n .

The M a r in e  Board w il l  c o n t in u e  to  in te ra c t  and co l labo ra te  w i th  European and In te rna t iona l 

ne tw o rks  and bodies to  ensure  synergy  o f  activ i t ies and to  keep th e  Board 's  m em bers  in fo rm e d  o f  

European d e v e lop m e n ts  across m a r ine  and m ar ine -re la ted  science.

In ternationa l cooperation

In th is  c o n te x t  " in te rn a t io n a l  c o o p e ra t io n "  refers to  sc ien ti f ic  co l la b o ra t io n  be tw een  Europe and 

th i rd  coun tr ies  (e.g. w i th  so u th e rn  M e d i te r ra n e a n  coun tr ies  fo r  c o o p e ra t io n  on th e  M e d i te r ra n e a n  

o r  w i th  USA and Canada fo r  c o o p e ra t io n  on A t lan t ic  issues). To date , th e  Board has n o t  ta rge ted  

in te rna t iona l  c o o p e ra t io n  as a p r io r i ty  fo r  its m em bers  o r  fo r  European m ar ine  science and 

tech n o lo g y  in general. H ow ever,  i t  is clear th a t  deal ing e f fe c t ive ly  w i th  g lobal issues such as c l im a te  

change, ocean ac id if ica t ion , b iod ive rs i ty  loss and re duc t ion  in po la r  ice w il l  requ ire  sc ienti f ic  

co l labo ra t ion  w i th  non -E uropean  partners . W h i le  th e  F ram ew ork  P rog ram m e o ffe rs  th e  poss ib i l i ty  o f  

invo lv ing  th i rd  coun tr ies  in European research th ro u g h  its ICPC ( In te rna t iona l C oopera tion
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P artnersh ip  Country) calls, jo in t ly  deve lop ing  and fu n d in g  m a jo r  in te rn a t io n a l  p ro jects  and 

p rog ram m es  is n o t  w e ll  es tab l ished at European level.

Im p rov ing  in te rn a t io n a l  c o o p e ra t io n  in m a r ine  science is one o f  th e  key p r io r i t ies  o f  th e  Ostend 

Declara t ion. The M a r in e  Board has a ro le  to  p lay in p ro v id in g  advice and fo re s ig h t  to  fac i l i ta te  th e  

es ta b l ishm e n t o f  m echan ism s and p r io r i ty  research goals fo r  in te rn a t io n a l  co o pe ra t ion  in mar ine  

science and techno logy . It w il l  be im p o r ta n t  fo r  th e  Board t o  be p ro a c t ive  in th is  capacity.

The M a r ine  Board w il l  beg in  the  process o f  deve lop ing  links w i th  key th i rd  c o u n try  partners, 

inc lud ing  fu n d in g  agencies and m a jo r  m ar ine  science /  oceanog raph ic  ins t i tu tes , w i th  a v ie w  to  

break ing  d o w n  th e  barr ie rs  to ,  and bu i ld ing  a p la t fo rm  fo r ,  in te rn a t io n a l  co l labo ra t ion  necessary 

t o  address in d e n t i f ie d  g lobal m a r ine  science challenges.

Relationship w ith  our Customers /  End-Users

The s tra teg ic  o u tp u ts  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board, inc lud ing  Posit ion Papers, V ision Docum ents  and 

S ta tem en ts  are in tended  to  p rov ide  p r io r i ty  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  ac t ion  by a ta rge ted  end-user. In 

m any  cases to  date, th e  p r inc ipa l  end-user o f  M a r in e  Board advice has been th e  European 

Commission. For th is  reason th e  Board has b u i l t  an exce l len t re p u ta t io n  and re la t ionsh ip  w ith  the 

Commission, pa r t icu la r ly  w i th  o ff ice rs  o f  DGs Research, MARE and E nv ironm en t.  This s trong 

re la t ionsh ip  is crit ical to  th e  success o f  th e  Board and shou ld  be n u r tu re d  and m a in ta ined  as a 

p r io r i ty .

Given th a t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  ERA fo r  m ar ine  science w il l  re q u ire  th e  co o rd in a t io n  o f  na tiona l 

p rog ram m es  and e f fo r ts ,  i t  w i l l  be necessary fo r  th e  Board in fu tu re  to  im p ro ve  its im pac t  a t na tiona l 

level. The M e m b e r  O rgan isa t ions  can play a v ita l role in th is  process b u t  i t  w il l  be useful also, w i th  

th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board Delegates, t o  bu i ld  up a n e tw o rk  o f  key s takeho lde rs  in each 

m e m b e r  co u n try  w h ich  can be th e  ta rg e t  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board d issem ina t ion  and com m u n ica t io n  

activ i t ies. This w il l  enhance th e  im pac t  o f  M a r in e  Board advice.

Measuring Im pact

It is im p o r ta n t  fo r  th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e r  Organisat ions to  have an a p p rec ia t ion  o f  th e  im pac t  o f  

th e  Board 's ac t iv i t ies  and co n c re te  o u tp u ts  such as Posit ion Papers and Vision D ocum ents . An im pac t 

m o n i to r in g  and re p o r t in g  p rocedu re , described on page 28 o f  th is  repo r t ,  was deve loped  by the  

S ecre tar ia t in 2009 and has been in troduced  since th e  beg inn ing  o f  2010. The too ls  used fo r  th is  

inc lude d irec t co n su l ta t io n  w i th  re levan t European C om m iss ion  Officers, surveys o f  im pac t on 

na tiona l p ro g ram m es  and polic ies, d issem ina t ion  and in te rn e t  d o w n lo a d  statist ics, c i ta t ions  and w eb  

searches. This w il l  resu l t  in basic statist ics on th e  im pacts  a t  na tiona l and European level on each 

pub l ica t ion  pub l ished f r o m  2010 onw ards .

M a in ta in  a c lose l ink w i th  th e  end-users  o f  M a r in e  Board advice and o u tp u ts ,  ensur ing  these are 

ach iev ing m a x im u m  im p a c t  and im p le m e n t  p rocedures  f r o m  2010 to  m o n i to r  and m easure  the  

im pac t  o f  concre te  o u tp u ts  o f  th e  M a r in e  Board activ it ies.
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A Stable M odel fo r the Future

Providing an Optim um  Service to our Members

For the  Board to  build on  its success to  date, i t  is im p e ra t ive  th a t  its M e m b e r  O rgan isa t ions  con t inue  

to  value the  role th a t  th e  Board plays on th e i r  behalf. M e m b e rs h ip  o f  the  Board p rov ides  the  

o p p o r tu n i ty  to :

•  Receive regu lar upda tes  on key deve lop m e n ts  in m a r ine  science and tech n o lo g y  a t  European 

level;

•  Partic ipate  d i rec t ly  (or n o m in a te  a se lected exp e r t  to  p a r t ic ip a te )  in M a r in e  Board Expert 

W o rk in g  Groups;

•  Propose a n d /o r  in f luence  th e  se lect ion  o f  p r io r i ty  top ics  and th e m e s  as th e  focus o f  M a r ine  

Board ins tru m e n ts  and act iv i t ies ;

•  In te rac t and share kno w le d g e  and experience w i th  o th e r  Board m em bers  a t Plenary 

M eet ings  and o th e r  fo ra  organ ised by the  Board.

These are va luable  bene f i ts  fo r  th e  M a r in e  Board M e m b e rs  w h ich  p ro v id e  va lue  fo r  m o n e y  g iven the 

re la t ive ly  low  m em bersh ip  c o n t r ib u t io n  fees.

Since 2007, the  M a r ine  Board 's  S ecre ta r ia t  has m a in ta ined  a s tab le  c o m p le m e n t  o f  f ive  fu l l - t im e  

equ iva len t  s ta f f  m em bers . This com pr ises  o f  the  Executive Sc ien t i f ic  Secretary w h o  is Head o f  the 

S ecre ta r ia t (and a m e m b e r  o f  th e  ESF M a n a g e m e n t Group), th r e e  Science Off icers  and one 

A d m in is t ra to r ,  w h o  is fu n d e d  and e m p lo ye d  by VLIZ as pa r t  o f  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  in -k in d  f r o m  the  

Flanders G overnm en t.  It is th e  o p in io n  o f  the  Executive Scientif ic  S ecre ta ry  th a t  th is  is an a p p ro p r ia te  

level o f  s ta f f  to  a d equa te ly  s u p p o r t  th e  activ i t ies o f  th e  g ro w in g  n u m b e r  o f  M e m b e r  Organisations. 

For example , tw o  Science Officers w o u ld  n o t  be su ff ic ien t to  co ve r  th e  m ix o f  core  act iv i t ies  and 

ex te rna l p ro jects  and in te rac t ions . The Board has agreed on th e  goa l o f  re ta in ing  a f iv e -m e m b e r  

S ecre tar ia t in suppo r t  o f  its act iv i t ies , sub jec t to  ava i lab le  fund ing .

M a in ta in  the  level o f  s ta f f ing  in th e  M a r in e  Board S ecre tar ia t a t  th e  m in im u m  level o f  f ive  fu l l ­

t im e  equiva len ts , sub jec t t o  ava i lab le  fund ing .

Membership Expansion and Financial S tability

In o rde r  to  suppo r t  th e  sa lary costs o f  th e  th re e  Science O f f ice r  and Executive Secretary, i t  is 

necessary to  a u g m e n t th e  fu n d in g  gene ra ted  th ro u g h  M e m b e r  c o n tr ib u t io n s  w i t h  fu n d in g  d raw n  

f ro m  pa r t ic ipa t ion  in ex te rna l con trac ts  (usually F ram ew ork  P ro g ra m m e  pro jects). W h i le  i t  is very  

benefic ia l fo r  th e  Board to  be invo lved  in FP pro jects  w h ich  re f lec t  th e  Board 's ob ject ives, th is  should 

be on th e  basis o f  s tra teg ic  in te re s t  and n o t  f inanc ia l necessity. Hence, i t  is th e  goal o f  th e  Board and 

S ecre ta r ia t t o  increase th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  to ta l  fu nd ing  rece ived th ro u g h  core m e m b e r  

o rgan isa t ion  co n tr ib u t io n s  and to  reduce  re liance on ex te rna l fu n d in g .  In th e  econom ic  c l im a te  th a t  

prevails in 2010, th is c a n n o t be ach ieved  by increasing th e  m e m b e rsh ip  c o n tr ib u t io n  levels o f  existing 

m em bers . There fo re , th e  Board has em ba rked  a p roac t ive  m e m b e rs h ip  expansion s tra tegy  and 

im p le m e n te d  an im p roved  m e m b e r  c o n tr ib u t io n  schem e (see page 38).

A t  the  M a r in e  Board 2010  A u tu m n  P lenary M e e t in g  (14 O c to b e r  2010, Ostend), the  Board also 

agreed to  cr i ter ia  w h ich  w il l  a l lo w  consort ia  o f  th ird - leve l in s t i tu t io n s  f ro m  ind iv idua l coun tr ies
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(m in im u m  o f  th re e  per coun try ,  w i th  s trong  mar ine  science research e ffo r ts )  to  app ly  fo r  M ar ine  

Board m em bersh ip .  This w i l l  also a l lo w  fo r  a fu r th e r  expans ion  in th e  Board 's  m em bersh ip .

C on tinue  to  im p le m e n t  a p roac t ive  m e m b e rsh ip  expansion s tra tegy , a t t ra c t in g  n e w  m em bers  

f r o m  Council  o f  Europe coun tr ies  n o t  a lready rep resen ted  on th e  Board and new  th ird - leve l 

consort ia  m em bers.
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Concluding remarks

The seas and oceans are crucial fo r  w e l l -b e in g  o f  European cit izens, p rov id ing  crit ical e n v i ro n m e n ta l  

goods and services and econom ic  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  across a broad  range  o f  m a r i t im e  sectors. M o re  than  

50% o f  Europe's te r r i to r y  consists o f  seas and oceans, ha lf  o f  the  g loba l  oxygen p ro d u c t io n  is de r ived  

f r o m  ocean phy to p la n k to n ,  and oceans are th e  main drivers  o f  th e  Earth 's  c l im ate . On to p  o f t h a t ,  

m any  econom ic  sectors rely on th e  seas fo r  t ranspo r t ,  ex trac t ion  o f  l iv ing and non - l iv ing  resources, 

energy-supp ly , tou r ism , etc. O n ly  w i th  a substan t ia l  a m o u n t  o f  h ig h -q u a l i ty  research and tech n o lo g y  

w il l  Europe be able to  cope w i th  th e  g ro w in g  pressures on  th e  seas and oceans, and to  take 

advan tage  o f  the  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  th e y  p re se n t  in a susta inable  way.

The M a r in e  Board has a s trong  ro le  t o  p lay as a fa c i l i ta to r  o f  c o n s t ru c t iv e  d ia logue w i th  centra l 

decis ion makers  such as th e  European C om m iss ion  and Parl iam ent, na t iona l  research bodies, and the  

m a r in e  and m a r i t im e  c o m m u n it ie s  to  d r ive  and im pac t  re levan t polic ies and actions in Europe. 

T h rough  its core  goal o f  advanc ing  European m ar ine  science and te c h n o lo g y ,  the  Board 's activ it ies, 

th e re fo re ,  ensure th a t  m a r ine  science o f  th e  h ighest qua l i ty  is s u p p o r te d  and pos i t ioned  to  de l iver, 

n o t  on ly  a b e t te r  fu n d a m e n ta l  u n d e rs tand ing  o f  th e  seas and oceans, b u t  also genu ine  societa l and 

eco n o m ic  benefits.

The b read th  o f  activ it ies, in s tru m e n ts  and co l labora t ions , coup led  w i t h  th e  g ro w th  in m em bersh ip ,  

fund ing , s taff ing, and m os t im p o r ta n t ly  o u tp u ts  and im pac t,  all o f  w h ic h  are de ta i led  in th is  repo r t ,  

i l lu s tra te  c learly the  success o f  M a r in e  Board and th e  progress t h a t  has been m ade  since th e  last 

re v ie w  in 2005. This is fu r th e r  su p p o r te d  by th e  s ta te m e n ts  w h ic h  have been m ade by m any key 

actors  in th e  European m ar ine  science and science po l icy  landscape w h ich  are p resen ted  as 

q u o ta t io n s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  repo r t .

The M a r in e  Board 's  in d e p e n d e n t  pos i t ion  w i th in  ESF and ded ica ted  s u p p o r t  f ro m  its M e m b e rs  have 

been crucial fo r  the  Board 's success. Given th e  ongo ing  d e v e lo p m e n ts  to w a rd s  th e  m e rg e r  o f  ESF and 

EUROHORCS to  create a n e w  European Research Organisation, th e  M a r in e  Board faces an unce rta in  

fu tu re .  It is n o t  ye t  c lear i f  th e re  w i l l  be a place in the  n e w  o rgan isa t ion  fo r  the  cu r re n t  Scientif ic  

C om m it tees  and Boards. The M a r in e  Board, th ro u g h  its Executive C o m m it te e ,  w i l l  m o n i to r  c losely 

th e  deve lopm en ts  to w a rd s  fo rm a t io n  o f  a n e w  European Research Organisat ion, and w il l  cons ider 

fu tu re  stra teg ies to  c o n t in u e  th e  Board 's  successful ope ra t ion .

Centra l to  these cons idera tions , w i l l  be th e  need to  re ta in  th e  B oard 's  independence , its f lex ib le  

m odus  o p e rond i, its expe r ienced  S ecre ta r ia t  and to  deve lop  a fu l ly  se l f - fund ing  and s tab le  f inanc ia l 

m ode l.  W i th  these e lem en ts  in place, th e  M a r in e  Board should  c o n t in u e  to  play a lead ing ro le  in 

advanc ing  m ar ine  science and te c h n o lo g y  in Europe and in b r idg ing  the  gap b e tw e e n  science and 

policy, enab ling  Europeans to  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a b e t te r  know ledge , unde rs tand ing  and susta inab le  

in te ra c t io n  w i th  th e  seas and oceans.

Marine Board self-evaluation report 2005-2010



A n n e x  1. M a r in e  B oard  G o v e rn a n c e

M arin e  Board M e m b e r Organisations and Delegates

BELGIUM

• Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifique (FNRS)
National Fund for Scientific Research 
Jean-Marie Beckers

•  Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek - Vlaanderen (FWO)
Fund fo r Scientific Research - Flanders 
Jan Mees

CYPRUS

• OKEavoypacjíiKoú Kévrpou Kúrcpou
Cyprus Oceanography Center 
Georg ios Georg io u

DENMARK

• Det Frie Forskningsrâd | Natur og Univers (FNU)
The Council fo r Independent Research I Natural Sciences 
Kirsten Christoffersen

ESTONIA

° Eesti Teaduste Akadeemia
Estonian Academy of Sciences 
Tarmo Soomere

FINLAND

•  Suomen Akatemia
Academy of Finland 
Kyösti Lempa

• Suomen Ympäristökeskus
Finnish Environment Institute 
M arkku Viitasalo

FRANCE

•  Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS)
National Centre for Scientific Research 
Jean-Marie Flaud

•  Institut Français de Recherche pour l'Exploitation de la Mer (Ifremer)
French Research Institute for Exploitation o f the Sea 
Antoine Dosdat

GERMANY

• Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)
German Research Foundation



• Hermann-von-Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft deutscher Forschungszentren (HGF)
Association o f National Research Centres
Karin Lochte
Bodo von Bodungen

• Leibniz-Institut für Meereswissenschaften an der Universität Kiel (IFM-GEOMAR)
Leibniz Institute o f Marines Sciences 
Peter Herzig

GREECE

•  EAApviKÓ Kévipo OaÀàooiüjv Epguvwv
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR)
Kostas N ittis

IRELAND

•  Foras na Mara
Marine Institute 
Geoffrey O'Sullivan

ITALY

•  Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR)
National Research Council 
Guiseppe Cavarretta

• Istituto Nazionale diOceanografia e di Geofísica Sperimentale (OGS)
National Institute o f Oceanography and Experimental Geophysics 
Alessandro Crise

NETHERLANDS

• Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen (KNAW)
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Carlo Heip

•  Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO)
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
Josef F. Stuefer

NORWAY

•  Havforskningsinstituttet
Institute o f Marine Research
Tore Nepstad; A lternate: Erlend Moksness

•  Norges Forskningsradet
The Research Council o f Norway 
Lars Horn

• Universitetet I Bergen (UiB)
University o f Bergen 
Peter Haugan



POLAND

•  Instytut Oceanologii Polskiej Akademii Nauk (10-PAN)
Institute of Oceanology of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
SI a worn i  r  Sagan

PORTUGAL

• Centro de Investigaçao Marinha e Ambiental (CIMAR)
Centre o f Marine and Environmental Research 
Joao Coimbra

• Fundaçao para a Ciência e a Tecnología (FCT)
Science and Tecnology Foundation 
M ario  Ruivo; A lternate: Ricardo Santos

ROMANIA

• Institutul National de Cercetare - Dezvoltare Marina "Grigore Antipa"
National Institute for Marine Research and Development "Grigore Antipa" 
Vasile Patrascu

SPAIN

• Consejo Superiorde Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC)
Council for Scientific Research 
Beatriz Morales-Nin

•  Instituto Espanolde Oceanografía (IEO)
Spanish Institute of Oceanography 
Demetrio de Armas

SWEDEN

•  Havsmiljöinstitutet
Swedish Institute for the Marine Environment 
M ichael Thorndyke

TURKEY

• Türkiye Bilimsel ve Teknik Arastirma Kurumu (TÜBITAK)
The Scientific and Technological Research Council o f  Turkey 
Colpan Polat-Beken

UNITED KINGDOM

• Natural Environment Research Council (NERC)
M ike Webb; A lternate: Jacky Wood

•  National Oceanography Centre (NOC)
Edward HUI

MARINE BOARD OBSERVERS

•  European Commission DG Research and Innovation
• European Commission DG Maritim e Affairs and Fisheries



M a r in e  B o a rd  E xecu tive  C o m m itte e  M e m b e r s

Chair:
Lars Horn Research Council of Norway (RCN), Norway 

Vice-Chairs:
Antoine Dosdat French Research Institute for Exploitation o f the Sea (IFREM ER), France
Edward Hill National Oceanography Centre (NOC), UK
Jan Mees Fund for Scientific Research-Flandres (FWO), Belgium
Beatriz Morales-Nin Council fo r  Scientific Research (CSIC), Spain
Geoffrey O'Sullivan Marine Institute, Ireland
Colpan Polat-Beken Scientific and Technological Research Council o f Turkey (TÜBITAK), Turkey

Marine Board Executive Scientific Secretary:
Niall McDonough Marine Board-ESF

M arine  Board Secretariat

Head of the Secretariat:
Dr Niall McDonough (Marine Board Executive Scientific Secretary)

Administrator:
Ms Dina Eparkhina

Science Officers:
M r Jan-Bart Calewaert 
M r  Aurélien Carbonnière 
Ms Maud Evrard



A n n e x  2 . Full List o f  M a r in e  B o ard  P u b lic a tio n s

M a rin e  Board Position Papers:

o Querellou J. et al. Marine Biotechnology: A Vision and New Strategy for Europe. Marine Board
Position Paper 15. McDonough N., Calewaert J-B. (Eds.). Marine Board-ESF, Ostend, Belgium. 2010.
ISBN 978-2-918428-26-8, 94pp.
C o n tr ib u tin g  a u th o rs : T o rg e r B orresen, C a th e rine  B oyen ,A lan  Dobson, M a n fre d  H ofle , A d ria n n a  lano ra , M a rce l 

Jaspars, A nake K ijjoa, Jan O lafsen, Joel Q u e re llo u , G eorge Rigos, Rene W ijf fe ls . Special c o n tr ib u t io n s : C hanta i 

C om pere , M ich e l M a g o t, Jean ine O lsen, P h ilip p e  P o tin , F ilip  V o lckae rt.

•  Rice J. e t al. Science Dimensions of an Ecosystem Approach to Management of Biotic Ocean 
Resources, SEAMBOR. Marine Board Position Paper 14. McDonough N., Carbonnière A. (Eds). Marine 
Board-ESF, Ostend, Belgium. 2010. ISBN 978-2-918428-10-7, 90pp.
C o n tr ib u tin g  a u th o rs : M a ria  de  Fá tim a Borges, A n th o n y  G rehan, A n d re w  Kenny, Hara ld  Loeng, Francesc M a yn o u , 

Jake Rice, R icardo Serrào Santos, H ein Rune, S k jo lda l, O liv ie r Thébaud, Vassilik i V ass ilopo u lou , F ilip V o lcka e rt. 

E x te rna l c o n tr ib u t io n s : O liv ie r C u rt il,  H aro ld  Levrel

© Boyd I. et al. The Effects of Anthropogenic Sounds on Marine Mammals. Marine Board Position
Paper 13. Connolly N., Calewaert J-B. (Eds). Marine Board-ESF, Ostend, Belgium. 2008. ISBN 2-912049-
85-7, 94pp.
C o o rd in a tin g  a u tho rs : Ian Boyd, Bob B ro w n e ll, D oug C ato, Chris C lark, Dan Costa, P e te r Evans, Jason G edam ke, 

R oger G en try , Bob G isiner, Jo n a tha n  G o rd o n , Paul Jepson, P a trick  M ille r , Luke Rendell, M a rk  Tasker, P e te r Tyack, 

Erin Vos, Hal W h ite h e a d , D oug W a rtzo k , W a lte r  Z im m e r

© Robinson I.S. e t al. Remote Sensing of Shelf Sea Ecosystems. Marine Board Position Paper 12.
Connolly N., Walter N., Calewaert J-B. (Eds). Marine Board-ESF, Strasbourg, France. 2008. ISBN 2-
912049-77-6, 62pp.
C o n tr ib u tin g  a u tho rs : David A n to in e , M iro s la w  D areck i, P a trick  Gorringe,Lasse P e tte rsson , Ian S. R ob inson, Kevin 

R udd ick, Rosalia S an to le ri, H e rb e rt Siegel, P a trick  V in ce n t, M a rce l R. W ern and , G uy W e s tb ro o k , G iuseppe  Z ibord i.

o Connolly N. e t a l (Eds). Marine Board Responses to the European Commission's Green Papers:
e (i) Towards a future Maritim e Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas and

(¡i) The European Research Area: New Perspectives EC's Green Papers on: Maritim e Policy, and the 
ERA. Marine Board Position Paper 11. Marine Board-ESF, Strasbourg, France. 2007. ISBN 2-912049- 
73-3, 46pp.
D e ve lo ped  fro m  ex is ting  M a rin e  Board-ESF p u b lica tio n s  and d iscussions w ith  M a rin e  Board D e legates and 

E xecutive  C om m itee .

a Binot J. e t al. European Ocean Research Fleets -  Towards a Common Strategy and Enhanced Use. 
Marine Board Position Paper 10. Connolly N., Carbonnière A. (Eds). Marine Board-ESF, Strasbourg, 
France. 2007. ISBN 2-912049-62-8, 62pp.
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• Maria Joao Bebianno, University o f Algarve, Portugal
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C IE SM .................................... M e d ite rra n e a n  Science C om m ission
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C S A......................................... C o o rd in a tio n  S u p p o rt A c tio n  (EU FP Schem e)
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DG M A R E ..............................DG M a r it im e  A ffa irs  and F isheries (European C om m iss ion)

DG R TD ..................................DG Research and T echno log ica l D e ve lo p m e n t (E uropean  C om m iss ion )
DG............................................D ire c to ra te  G enera l (E uropean C om m ission)

E AT IP ......................................E uropean A q u a c u ltu re  and T e chno lo gy  In n o va tio n  P la tfo rm
E C ............................................E uropean C om m iss ion

ECORD................................... European C o n so rtiu m  fo r  O cean Research D rilling

E FA R O ...................................European F isheries and A q u a cu ltu re  Research O rgan isa tions

E G U ........................................ E uropean G eosciences U nion
E M aP S ................................... E uropean M a rin e  and P olar Science

EMAR2RES............................FP7 CSA C o o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  C o m m un itie s  o f  E uropean M A R ine and
M A R itim e  REsearch and Science

EM O D N ET.............................E uropean M a rin e  O b se rva tio n  and Data N e tw o rk
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E R A-NET............................... E uropean Research A rea  N e tw o rk  (EC FP Schem e)
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ESF...........................................E uropean Science F o und a tion
E U ............................................ E uropean U n ion

EurOCEAN.............................E uropean C on fe ren ce  series on M a rin e  Science and T e chno lo gy

EUROFLEETS........................FP7 13 T o w a rd s  an A llia nce  o f  European Fleets
E uroG O O S ............................E uropean G loba l Ocean O bse rv ing  Systems

E xC o m ................................... M a rin e  Board E xecutive C o m m itte e

FEUFAR..................................F u tu re  o f  E uropean F isheries and A q u a cu ltu re  Research

FP............................................. EU F ra m e w o rk  P rog ram m e fo r  Research and T e chno log ica l D e ve lo p m e n t
FTE...........................................F u ll- tim e  E qu iva le n t
G D P ........................................ G ross D om e stic  P roduc t

F IER M IO N E.......................... FP7 IP F lo tspo t Ecosystem  Research and M a n 's  Im p a c t ON E uropean seas
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13 ..............................................In te g ra te d  In fra s tru c tu re  In it ia tiv e  (EU FP Schem e)
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IP ............................................. In te g ra te d  P ro je c t (EU FP Schem e)

JP I............................................ J o in t P ro g ra m m in g  In it ia tiv e

M A R C O M +............................FP7 CSA T o w a rd s  an In te g ra te d  M a rin e  and M a r it im e  Science C o m m u n ity
M a rin E R A .............................FP6 ERA-NET p ro je c t F a c ilita ting  C oop e ra tion  b e tw e e n  N a tio n a l M a rin e  RTD

P rog ram m es in Europe

M B C P ......................................M a rin e  B oard  C o m m u n ica tio n s  Panel
M EECE................................... M a rin e  Ecosystem  E vo lu tion  in a Changing E n v iro n m e n t

RTD..........................................Research and T echno log ica l D e ve lo p m e n t

SEAS-ERA.............................. FP7 o v e ra rc h in g  m a rin e  ERA-NET
T P ............................................ T e chno lo gy  P la tfo rm

V G ............................................ V is ion  G ro u p  (M a rin e  Board In s tru m e n t)
W G ..........................................W o rk in g  G ro u p  (M a rin e  Board In s tru m e n t)

W G BIO TECH.......................M a rin e  Board W o rk in g  G ro u p  M a rin e  B io tech no log y :

A E uropean S tra te g y  fo r  M a rin e  B io tech no log y

W G M IC R O C E A N ............... M a rin e  Board W o rk in g  G ro u p  M a rin e  M ic ro b ia l B io logy
W G M P A ................................M a rin e  B oard  W o rk in g  G ro u p  M a rin e  P ro te c ted  A reas

W G  P O L .................................M a rin e  B oard  W o rk in g  G ro u p  Existing and E m erg ing  C hem ica l P o llu tan ts  in
th e  M a rin e  E n v iro n m e n t

W G  S EA M B O R .................... M a rin e  Board W o rk in g  G ro u p  Science D im ensions o f  Ecosystem  A pproach

to  M a n a g e m e n t o f  B io tic  O cean Resources
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