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A b s t r a c t

T he crab key (Crothers and C rothers, 1983) is am ended to incorporate the pelagic 
crab Planes minutus. T he  finding of this species off Fair Isle (Shetland), 59°33'N, is 
probably the northernm ost record.

W h i l s t  on  passage betw een F a ir Isle an d  the m ain land  o f Shetland , 28 N ovem ber 1989, 
the  crew  o f th e  Good Shepherd  spo tted  a large floating coil o f  rope. N eil T h o m p so n  w rote to 
the  Shetland  Times describ ing  w hat they  found w hen , to  save it fouling ano ther b o a t’s 
p ropello r, th is  raft o f  5" th ick  rope was hau led  on board . “ I t  h ad  deck s  (goose barnacles) up  
to 8" o r 9" long. C loser inspection  revealed a w hole ecosystem . C rabs w ere in  am ongst the  
d eck s  and  the  rope was covered w ith  ghost sh rim ps. I also saw a fair n u m b er o f sea 
sp id e rs .”

N ick  R id d ifo rd , at the  F a ir  Isle B ird  O bservato ry , sen t specim ens o f the  crabs to m e 
for identification , as they are no t illu stra ted  in C ro th e rs  and  C ro thers  (1983). T h e y  
w ere Planes m inutus  (L .) , the gulfw eed crab, a pelagic species com m on in the  seaw eed 
Sargassum, especially in the  Sargasso Sea. T h ey  are occasionally found  on o the r floating 
objects, inc lu d in g  tu rtles  and  ships, and  m ay be s tran d ed  on th e  shore. T h is  is no t the  first 
tim e they  have been  found am ongst goose barnacles (see Ing le , 1983) and  I, at least, shall 
look for th is crab  w henever I find the  barnacles w ashed ashore.

In  B rita in , Planes minutus has m ost o ften  been found  on th e  coasts o f D evon  & C ornw all, 
bu t, w ith  th is reco rd  from  Shetland , could  be found  on any w est-facing coast. Ingle ( 1983) 
gives E ast C hannel, C hannel Islands, P lym ou th , Scilly, Solway, M ayo, F astne t, R hine . 
C h ris tian sen  (1969) notes it m ay be taken  a t sea in  th e  N o rth  A tlan tic  up  to  50°N , and  has 
one shore  reco rd  from  the  N etherlands. O u tside  o u r area, it  has been found  th ro u g h o u t the  
M ed ite rran ean , in  P ortugal and M adeira .

T h e  S h e tlan d  record  ex tends its know n range n o rth  to 59°N  and it has recently  tu rn ed  
up in B rittan y  (U dekem  d ’A coz, 1986). As it m ay appear on any o f  o u r w estern  coasts it 
w arran ts inclusion  in the  m ain  body of o u r crab key, an d  n o t ju s t a footnote. W hen it is nex t 
rep rin ted , C ro th e rs  and C ro thers  (1983) will be am ended . M eanw hile , the footnote on 
p .767 shou ld  be  deleted. T h e  existing coup le t 21 shou ld  be ren u m b ered  as 21a, and  a new  
couplet 21 be in serted  before it:-

21 D ista l segm ents (dacty lus and propodus) o f each w alking
leg w ith  a row o f spines along the  underside . C arapace 
alm ost square  and  w ith  very large eyes. D acty lus o f the 
fifth (last) w alking leg slightly  flattened , b u t not 
expanded  as a paddle. C arapace up  to 20m m  across . .
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D acty lu s an d  p ro p o d u s o f each w alking leg w ith o u t 
sp ines, a lth o u g h  they  m ay be fringed  o r covered  byhairs. 
I f  th e  carapace approxim ately  square, th e n  w ith  small 
eyes. C arapace m ay be m uch  m ore th an  20 m m  across .

21a
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F ig . 1.

Planes minutus. M ale (o )  12.7 m m  and  female (9) 13.0 m m  carapace b read th  d raw n from  specim ens collected off F a ir  Isle 
(59°33'N :1°38'W ) by the crew  o f th e  “ G ood S h epherd”  28 N ovem ber 1989.


