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IN­
OBSERVATIONS ON THE DISPERSAL OF GULLS MARKED 

ON STEEP HOLM AND THE DENNY.

The t h r e e  s p e c i e s  o f  l a r g e  g u i i  t h a t  l i v e  a ro u n d  the  
B r i s t o l  C hannel a r e  th e  H e r r in g  G u i i ,  L a ru s  a r g e n t a t u s , t h e  
L e s s e r  B la c k -b a c k e d  G u i i ,  La r u s  f u s c u s , and th e  G re a t  
B la c k -b a c k e d  G u i i ,  L a ru s  m a r in u s .  M arking  o f  th e s e  g u l l s  
on S te ep  Holm h a s  b e e n  r e g u l a r l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  s in c e  1 946.
A f t e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  P o u ld in g  (l 955) c o n c lu d e d  fro m  r e c o v e r i e s  
and  s i g h t i n g s  o f  m arked b i r d s  t h a t ,  w i t h  c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n s ,  
t h e y  were s e d e n t a r y  i n  a  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone o f  a b o u t  
25 m i l e s  r a d i u s .  A few  H e r r i n g  G u l l s  moved t o  th e  s o u th  
c o a s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  s u b - a d u l t  L e s s e r  B la c k -b a c k e d  G u i i  o f t e n  
d i s p e r s e d  to  th e  s o u th - w e s t  c o a s t  o f  E u ro p e ;  one G r e a t  
B la c k -b a c k e d  G u i i  was fo u n d  i n  F r a n c e .

R in g in g  and t a g g i n g  c o n t i n u e s  and i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
G r e a t  B la c k -b a c k e d  G u l l s  and H e r r i n g  G u l l s  have  b e e n  m arked 
on th e  Denny, o f f  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Avon. T h is  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h o s e  b i r d s  r e c o v e r e d  s in c e  1954 .

H e r r i n g  G u i i

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  movements o f  b i r d s  away from  S te e p  
Holm i s  g iv en  i n  T ab le  1 ; th e  d i r e c t i o n s  a re  d i v id e d  i n t o  
e i g h t  a p p r o x im a te ly  e q u a l  s e c t o r s .  Three b i r d s  f ro m  t h e  
Denny moved o n ly  s i x  m i l e s  t o  t h e  n e a r b y  c o a s t l i n e  and a r e  
n o t  c o n s id e r e d  f u r t h e r .

T ab le  1 : Movements o f  m arked H e r r i n g  G u l l s  away f ro m  S te e p  Holm,

D i s ta n c e  S e c t o r
moved i n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 T o t a l s
m i l e s N-NE NE-E E-SE SE-S S-Sl SW-W W-NW NW-N

<1 0 - 12 19 3 1 - 7 10 52
10 -20 5 1 3 6 - 1 1 7 24
20 -30 1 11 - 1 - 1 1 1 1 6
3 0 -4 0 - 1 - - - - 2 2 5
>40 3 1 4 3 2 3 3 2 21

T o t a l s 9 26 26 13 3 5 14 22 118
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N e a r ly  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e c o v e r i e s  were l e s s  th a n  10 m i l e s  . 

f rom  S teep  Holm, m ost o f  them on th e  S om erse t  c o a s t  from  
r,e s ton -  s  up e r -  M a re  to  B um hara -on-S ea , and  on t h e  TTelsh c o a s t  
betw een B a r r y  and C a r d i f f .  From 10 to  20 m i l e s ,  th e  
r e c o v e r i e s  were i n  and  a round  N ew port ,  Taun ton  and B r id g w a te r .  
From 20 to  30 m i l e s  most r e c o v e r i e s  were i n  th e  B r i s t o l  a r e a  
and f rom  30 to  40 m i l e s  two were n e a r  P o r t  T a l b o t .  Small 
num bers w ere  a l s o  fo u n d  i n  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p a r t s  on , o r  n e a r ,  th e  
e s t u a r y  an d  i n  the  m in in g  v a l l e y s  b e tw een  t h e  c o a s t  and the  
B re c o n s h i r e  m o u n ta in s .

Most o f  th e  r e m a in i n g  21 b i r d s  were fo u n d  a t  d i s t a n c e s  
much g r e a t e r  th a n  40 m i l e s .  In  s e c t o r  1 t h r e e  b i r d s  were 
fo u n d  i n  c e n t r a l  B r i t a i n  (7 6 , 130 and 1 80 m i l e s ) ;  i n  s e c t o r  2 
one b i r d  was r e p o r t e d  a t  N o r th le a c h  i n  t h e  C o tsw olds  (6o  m i l e s )  
in  s e c t o r  3 f o u r  b i r d s  were found on the  Ham pshire  and S ussex  
c o a s t s  (85 -125  m i l e s ) ; two in  s e c t o r  4 w ere  on th e  D o r s e t  c o a s t  
(45 -55  m i l e s )  and one on the  D o rs e t  Downs (40 m i l e s ) ;  one was 
r e c o v e r e d  f rom  th e  Exe (41 m i l e s )  and one f ro m  Bovey (58 m i l e s )  
i n  s e c t o r  5 ;  iu  s e c t o r  6 two were found on th e  N o r th  Devon 
c o a s t  (44 and  63 m i l e s )  and one on t h e  N o r th  C o rn is h  c o a s t  
(91 mi...e s ) ;  on th e  W elsh s i d e  i n  s e c t o r  7 one b i r d  was a t  
Swansea (40  m i l e s ) ,  one b i r d  had  gone t o  th e  P e m b ro k e sh ire  
i s l a n d  o f  Skomer (97 m i l e s )  and one had  c r o s s e d  S t .  G e o rg e ’ s 
Channel t o  Courtown H arb o u r  i n  Co.W exford (160 m i l e s ) ;  and  to  
th e  n o r th  i n  s e c t o r  8 two b i r d s  had  l e f t  t h e  B r i s t o l  Channel 
f o r  C a rd ig a n  Bay (78 and 85 m i l e s ) .

Thus m ost b i r d s  s t a y  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  B r i s t o l  Channel a r e a  
w h i le  some move c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e s ,  u s u a l l y  o v e r  h ig h  
g round w here  l a r g e  tow ns a re  i n f r e q u e n t ,  t o  new c o a s t - l i n e  s 
and p o s s i b l y  i n t e g r a t i n g  w i th  the  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h is  
o b s e rv e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  P o u l d i n g ’ s (1 955) 
d i s p e r s i v e  zone can be  m o d i f i e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a c c o u n t  i s  
a l s o  t a k e n  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s ’ f e e d i n g  h a b i t ,  w hich  i n c l u d e s  
s c a v e n g in g  on th e  s e a s h o r e  and o f f  w a s te s  f rom  man’ s 
a c t i v i t i e s  ( H a r r i s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  s i g h t i n g s  o f  marked b i r d s  and the  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  unmarked b i r d s  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  B r i s t o l  
Channel and the lo w e r  R i v e r  S e v e rn .
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S m all  num bers o f  H e r r i n g  G u l l s  a re  seen  a t  the  n o r t h ­
e a s t e r n  end o f  the  Severn  e s t u a r y ,  and i n  and a ro u n d  th e  
l a r g e  tow ns o f  S t ro u d ,  C he ltenhem  and ( l o u c e s t e r  ( B .B a i l e y  
&  H. F o r r e s t ,  p e r s .c o m m s . ) .  Seme o f  t h o s e  se en  a t  th e  
W ild fo w l  T r u s t ,  S l im b r id g e ,  have  b e e n  ta g g e d  and i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h i s  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  g ro u p  o f  b i r d s  a r e  from  S te e p  Holm.
The b i n i  fo u n d  d e e p e r  i n  th e  C o tsw o lds  a t  N o r t h l e a c h  was a 
j u v e n i l e  and  may have b e e n  l e a v i n g  the  a r e a .  A l i n e  can 
t h e r e f o r e  be  drawn j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e s e  towns and th en  c o n t i n u e d  
west;, s o u th  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  and a lo n g  t h e  h e a d s  o f  the  m in in g  
v a l l e y s .  I n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  Swansea t h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  r e c o v e r i e s ,  
b u t  t h e r e  a re  a l s o  c o l o n i e s  on t h e  Gower P e n i n s u l a r  so i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  two g ro u p s  o f  b i r d s  o v e r l a p  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  S ince  
Sw ansea i s  a  m a jo r  town w here  S te e p  Holm b i r d s  c o u ld  f i n d  p l e n t y  
o f  f o o d ,  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  i t  w i l l  b e  b e s t  to  t a k e  th e  l i n e  ro u n d  
t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  town b u t  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Gower P e n i n s u l a r .
The o t h e r  r e c o v e r i e s  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  a r e  d i s t a n t  on Skomer and 
th e  I r i s h  c o a s t  and the  g u l l s  on th e  w e s t e r n  end o f  t h e  c o a s t ­
l i n e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  fo rm e r  and  n e ig h b o u r in g  
c o l o n i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  S te ep  Holm.

C r o s s in g  the  C h an n e l  a  S te e p  Holm b i r d  was s e e n  b y  th e  
a u t h o r  on a  C am p b e ll’ s s t e a m e r  n e a r  I l f r a c o m b e  (Boyd, 1 9 5 6 ) .
T h i s  b i r d  had  been  f i r s t  n o t e d  f o l l o w i n g  th e  b o a t  a s  f a r  back  
a s  B r id g w a te r  Bay. T here  i s  no e v id e n c e  o f  any i n t e r c h a n g e  
b e tw e e n  Lundy and S te ep  Holm p o p u l a t i o n s  a l th o u g h  t h e y  may 
a b u t  o i  o v e r l a p  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  From I l f r a c o m b e  th e  l i n e  t u r n s  
e a s t  f o l l o w i n g  th e  c o a s t ,  l e a v i n g  o u t  3’xmoor w hich  the  g u l l s  
do n o t  r e g u l a r l y  f r e q u e n t ,  to  th e  Q u a n to c k s .  T u rn in g  so u th  
t h e  l i n e  i s  t a k e n  to  T aun ton  where a  p o p u l a t i o n  f ro m  th e  so u th  
m ee ts  b i r d s  f ro m  th e  n o r t h ,  p r o b a b l y  f rom  S t e a r t  I s l a n d  and  
S te ep  Holm ( j .  M o re le y ,  p e rso c o m m s .) .  C o n t in u in g  n o r t h - e a s t  
f ro m  T aun ton  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  S o m e rse t  lo w la n d s  and t h e  B r i s t o l  
r e s e r v o i r s ,  the  l i n e  p a s s e s  e a s t  o f  B a th  and B r i s t o l  where 
l a r g e  g ro u p s  o f  b i r d s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  i n t e r - c o n n e c t i n g  
r i v e r  Avon. From B a th  t h e  l i n e  i s  t a k e n  n o r th w a r d s  a lo n g  th e  
edge  o f  th e  C o tsw olds  t o  S t r o u d .

T h is  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone c o n t a i n s  o t h e r  i m p o r ta n t  
b r e e d i n g  c o l o n i e s ,  b e s i d e s  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d ,  a t  F l a t  
Holm and a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  R.Yye, and a  number o f  v e ry  
s m a l l  s c a t t e r e d  g ro u p s  i n  some o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .  A l l
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th e  c o lo n i e s  may have  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  been  p o p u l a t e d  
from  S te ep  Holm and r e c o v e r i e s  have  b e e n  so f a r  fo u n d  on two.
F l a t  Holm and S t e a r t  I s l a n d .  The l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  z o n e s  o f  
t h e s e  c o l o n i e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  one f o r  S te e p  Holm 
th u s  fo rm in g  a  m a jo r  b r e e d i n g  g ro u p .

The age  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  r e c o v e r i e s  i s  30 fo  f i r s t  y e a r  
b i r d s ,  10 fo  one to  f o u r  y e a r  o ld  b i r d s  and 6 (#> a d u l t s ,  one o f  
w hich  was a t  l e a s t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  Movements w i t h i n  o r  
beyond  th e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone d e pends  to  some e x t e n t  on th e  
age o f  th e  b i r d .  Of t h o s e  b i r d s  t h a t  were r i n g e d  a s  p u l l i  and 
r e c o v e r e d  away from th e  i s l a n d ,  b y  th e  t im e  t h e y  w ere  t h r e e  
months o ld  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  were fou n d  d u r in g  J u l y  and A ugust  on 
th e  S o m erse t  c o a s t  in  s e c t o r s  2 and  3 .  Up to  f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e  
was a  marked t e n d e n c y  t o  b e  fou n d  w e l l  away  fro m  t h e  i s l a n d  
som etim es beyond t h e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone . The l a t t e r  may be 
e m i g r a t io n  o r  roam ing  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  the  p a r e n t  c o lo n y .
A d u l t s  w ere  g e n e r a l l y  fo u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone d u r in g  
th e  s p r i n g ,  b u t  a  s i x t h  o f  t h e  b i r d s  r in g e d  a s  a d u l t s  were 
o u t s i d e  t h e  zone s u g g e s t i n g  a g a in  e m i g r a t io n  o r  a  w i n t e r  roam ing . 
Some of  -these movements a r e  p e r h a p s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  f o l l o w i n g  o t h e r  
b i r d s  t o  new f e e d i n g  g ro u n d s  o r  f i n d i n g  new s o u r c e s  by  chance 
d u r in g  t h e i r  ro am in g s ,  L a t e r  some may w e l l  i n t e g r a t e  w i t h  the  
l o c a l  b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  and n o t  r e t u r n  t o  S te e p  Holm. They 
c o u ld  a l s o  be  b i r d s  t h a t  a r e  y o u n g e r  th a n  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  
p lumage and  who have n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a b r e e d i n g  
t e r r i t o r y .  The p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  on S teep  Holm i s  h i g h  and 
even p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b i r d s  m ig h t  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  s i t e  
h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  a n o t h e r  p a i r .  A lthough  u n l i k e l y ,  t h e r e  
c o u ld  be a  l a c k  o f  f o o d  i n  th e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone f o r c i n g  
b i r d s  to  s e a r c h  e l s e w h e r e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  th e  w i n t e r  1962-3  
fo o d  was o f t e n  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  g u l l s  as  i t  *as  f r o z e n  s o l i d  and 
many b i r d s  were s e e n  i n  num bers  i n  a r e a s  where t h e y  were n o r m a l ly  
s c a r c e ,  a s  7m s th e  c a s e  on th e  S evern  a t  S l im b r id g e .  The num bers  
have s in c e  rem a in ed  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  
becom ing a  new t r a d i t i o n a l  f e e d i n g  and  w i n t e r i n g  s i t e .

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  p r im a r y  d i s p e r s a l  o f  j u v e n i l e  b i r d s  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  may p l a y  a  p a r t .  The f r e q u e n c y  o f  r e c o v e r i e s  
on th e  S o m erse t  c o a s t  i s  h i g h e r  th an  e lse w h e re  -  num erous 
h o l i d a y  m akers  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a  h ig h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th e  r i n g s  on



b i r d s  w ashed  a s h o re  a re  fo u n d .  The c lo s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  
B rean  Down (3 m i l e s )  or* th e  m a in lrn d  makes i t  a  c o n v e n ie n t  
p l a c e  f o r  th e  b i r d s  t o  head to  when th e y  l e a v e  th e  i s l a n d  
( P o u l d i n g ,1 9 3 5 ) .  Young g u l l s  c o n g re g a te  o f f  th e  e a s t  and 
w e s t  ends o f  the  i s l a n d  a t  the  end o f  J u l y  and  i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  
many o f  whom a r e  i n  a  t h i n  and c r i t i c a l  s t a t e  b e in g  no l o n g e r  
f e d  b y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  O f te n  the  c a r c a s e s  o f  dead  b i r d s  a r e  
t h e i r  o n ly  sou rce  o f  f o o d .  They a re  p r o b a b l y  to o  weak to  
f l y  to  the  m a in la n d  a n d ,  i n  any c ase  h a v in g  no know ledge  o f  
fo o d  s o u r c e s  e l s e w h e r e ,  a r e  s im p ly  c a r r i e d  t o  th e  m a in la n d  
b y  th e  f a s t  c u r r e n t s  h e lp e d  b y  any  s u i t a b l e  w in d s .  Once on 
th e  m a in la n d  t h e y  can b e g in  to  s e a r c h  f o r  fo o d .

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t s  was t e s t e d  i n  two ways. 
A r t i f i c i a l  m a rk e rs  were p u t  i n  th e  sea  a ro u n d  S te ep  Holm 
u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t i d e  and  wind and  o v e r  h a l f  
wei e r e p o r t e d ,  some w i t h i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  d a y s ,  and m ost w ere  on 
th e  S om erse t  c o a s t  (R .A .P itm an  and M .J .B y w a te r ,p e r s .c o m m s . ) .  
J u v e n i l e  g u l l s  fou n d  dead  o i  th e  i s l a n d  w ere  r i n g e d  a n d  p u t  
i n  t h e  s e a .  Again w i t h in  a few  days  r e p o r t s  came in  f ro m  
th e  S o m e rse t  c o a s t .

However, o n ly  1 0/b ffere r e c o v e r e d  w hich  i s  p e r h a p s  a 
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  how e a s i l y  d e a d  s e a b i r d s  can  b e  l o s t  b y  the  
a c t i o n  o f  s c a v e n g e r s ,  d e c o m p o s i t io n  o r  b e in g  washed up on 
rem o te  s h o r e s .  T h is  i s  a l s o  p e r t i n a n t  t o  o i l i n g  i n c i d e n t s  
w here  we do n o t  know what p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o i l e d  b i r d s  e v e r  r e a c h  
t h e  s h o r e ,  a l i v e  o r  d e a d .

Le s s e r  Bl a c k - b a c k e d G u i i

P a r  f e w e r  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  have b e e n  m arked w i th  o n ly  
1 7  r e c o v e r i e s .  The y o u n g e s t  were fo u n d  c l o s e - b y  i n  S o m erse t  
b u t  f o u r  b i r d s  b e tw een  a b o u t  f o u r  and a  h a l f  m onths and  two 
and  a  h a l f  y e a r s  were fo u n d  i n  F ra n c e  and  S p a in ,  f ro m  480 to  
1100 m i l e s  aw ay. I n  c o n t r a s t  a  one and  a h a l f  y e a r  o l d  b i r d  
was fo u n d  125 m i l e s  t o  th e  NUE i n  E n g la n d .  P o s s i b l y  some 
young b i r d s  rem a in  i n  B r i t a i n  o r  r e t u r n  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  s t a y  on 
th e  m a in la n d  o f  E u ro p e .  A t h r e e  y e a r  o ld  b i r d  was r e p o r t e d  
f rom  V e s c o n - s u p e r -H a re  and seven  a d u l t  b i r d s ,  one a t  l e a s t  
e l e v e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  were fou .id  u p s tr e a m  o f  S te e p  Holm, m o s t ly

on the e a s t  s i d e  o f  the  e s t u a r y .  The o n ly  w i n t e r  r e c o r d s  a re  
o f  b i r d s  r e p o r t e d  f ro m  th e  c o n t i n e n t .  One was an e i g h t  and a 
h a l f  y e a r  o ld  b i r d  i n  P o r t u g a l ,  which was e i t h e r  a  r e s i d e n t  o r  
roam ing  from  p l a c e  to  p l a c e .  These movements a r e  s i m i l a r  to  
t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  b y  P o u ld in g  ( l 9 5 5 ) .

G r e a t  B la& k-backed  Gu i i

On S te ep  Holm t h i s  s p e c i e s  h a s  numbered up to  100  p a i r s  
in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  and on The Denny a b o u t  30 p a i r s .  Young b i r d s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f rom  b o th  i s l a n d s ,  have  been  m arked a s  p a r t  of 
a  g e n e r a l  s tu d y  o f  th e  u p p e r  B r i s t o l  C h an n e l  p o p u l a t i o n s .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  movements o f  b i r d s  away f ro m  S te e p  
Holm i s  g iv e n  i n  T a b le  2 a s  f o r  t h e  H e r r in g  G u i i  and  th e  p a t t e r n  
o f  movement i s  s i m i l a r ,  b u t  th e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone i s  p r o b a b ly

T a b le  2: Movements o f  marked G re a t B la c k -b a c k e d  iG u ii
away from  S te ep  Holm‘ •

D is ta n c e
moved i n S e c to r

m i le s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
N-NE NE-E E-SE SE-S S-SW sw-w ¥-N ¥

<1 0 - 5 11 2 — — 1
1 0 -2 0 5 2 2 1 — 1
20-30 2 1
30-40
>40 1 1 1

•To t a i  s 6 8 13 5 1 1 2

T o t a l s

4 23 
3 1 4  

3 
0 
3

7 43

s m a l l e r  t h e r e  b e i n g  o n ly  t h r e e  b i r d s  i n  th e  2 0 -3 0  m ile  group 
and none in  th e  30 -40  m ile  g ro u p .  T h is  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
more m arine  and p r e d a t o r y  f e e d i n g  h a b i t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  
( H a r r i s ,  1 9 ^ 5 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a re  t o  be fo u n d  r e g u l a r l y  on 
th e  r e s e r v o i r s  s o u th  o f  B r i s t o l .  Three b i r d s
moved o u t s i d e  th e  l o c a l  d i s p e r s i v e  zone ;  one was s h o t  on Skomer 
(95 m i l e s ) ,  th e  second was f o u n d  a t  B u r to n - o n - T r e n t  (i 20 m i l e s )  
w h i le  -the t h i r d ,  r in g e d  a s  a  p u l l u s ,  was r e c o v e r e d  a t  
F r e d r i c k s t a d  (820 m i l e s )  i n  s o u th e r n  Suede n ,  when f i v e  and a 
h a l f  y e a r s  o l d .  T h is  l a s t  b i r d  may have f o l l o w e d  th e



c o n t i n e n t a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  t h s t  w i n t e r  i n  B r i t a i n .

Seven Denny b i r d s  moved dow nstream  t o  S t e a r t  I s l a n d  
(25 m i l e s ) ,  Sand Bay (14  m i l e s )  and B a r r y  (27 m i l e s )  w h ile  
two moved u p s tr e a m  t o  Chepstow (8  m i l e s )  and Awre (23 m i l e s ) .  
S in c e  Awre i s  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  b a n k  t o  where a ro u n d  50 
p r e d o m in a n t ly  s u b - a d u l t  b i r d s  w i n t e r  and  a  few spend  th e  
summer i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  p a r t  t h e y  come fro m  The Denny. 
D e s p i t e  c o n s id e r a b l e  r i n g i n g  on t h e  two i s l a n d s  a r i n g e d  b i n i  
h a s  y e t  to  be  s e e n  i n  t h i s  f l o c k  a nd , a t  p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  
s u g g e s t s  o t h e r  o r i g i n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t i n e n t a l .
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S te e p  Holm. P r o c . B r i s t o l  N a t .S o c . 29 ( i ) ,  4 9 -5 6 .

J .V . BEER,.

SYSTEMIC LIST

The i s l a n d  was manned b y  members o f  t h e  R e s e a rc h  Group 
and  a s s o c i a t e s  on 29 d a y s  i n  1 9 6 6 , 38 d a y s  i n  1 967 and  27 days 
i n  1 9 6 8 .  Each autumn a p a r t y  was i n  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  a  c o n t in u o u s  
p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p a s s e r i n e  r i n g i n g  and d i u r n a l  
m i g r a t i o n  w a tc h e s  -  l 6 d a y s  i n  1 9 6 6 ; 1 A d a y s  i n  1967 and  8 days  
i n  1 968 . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p a r t y  f ro m  Monthmouth S ch o o l  k i n d ly  
p r o v id e d  n o t e s  on t h e i r  5 day  s t a y  f ro m  A ugust 1 - 5 ,  1 968»

11 .
MANX SHEARWATER

Ï9Ê 8  P a r t y  o f  t e n  m oving u p - r i v e r ,  J u l y  15.
FULMAR

Ï 9 & 6  L i g h t - p h a s e  b i r d ,  A ug.28 and two on 2 9 th .
1967 S in g le  b i r d s ,  J u l y  2 , A u g .27 , 28 .

GANN ET
1966 One, S ep t .2 8 o
1968  Two a d u l t s  and one s u b - a d u l t ,  J u l y  1 5 .

CORMORANT
No s a t i s f a c t o r y  n e s t  c o u n t  made o v e r  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  b u t  
num bers w e l l  m a i n ta i n e d .

HERON
1967 Three f l y i n g  dow n-channel  t o g e t h e r ,  A u g .27»
1968 Two o v e r  i s l a n d ,  S e p t . 26.

MALLARD
Only a  few  r e c o r d s ;  u s u a l l y  s i n g l e  b i r d s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  p a i r .  

COM ON SCOTER
Aid.male seen  on c r o s s i n g  from  i s l a n d ,  S e p t . 29.

SHELDUCK
B re e d s  a n n u a l l y .  Up to  31 b i r d s  o f f  i s l a n d  ( Ju n e  1 0) i n  1967 
b u t  few  r e c o r d s  i n  1 968 .

BUZZARD■■111 I TO —

1967 One h u n t in g  o v e r  p l a t e a u ,  S e p t . 23.
SPARROFÏÏAM

1 9"67 One c r o s s e d  c h a n n e l  to  B re a n ,  A u g .26; n o t e d  d a i l y ,
S e p t . 17- 23 , p o s s i b l y  same b i r d  b u t  p e rh a p s  second 
b i r d  on 20t h ;  a n o t h e r  f o l l o w i n g  m i g r a n t s ,  S e p t . 27 .

1968 S in g le  b i r d s ,  S e p t . 28, O c t .5 .
HEN HARRIER

1 J u v e n i l e  f e m a le  c a u g h t  i n  m i s t - n e t  s e t  f o r  m ig r a n t
l i n n e t s ,  O c t . 9 ( F i r s t  r e c o r d  f o r  i s l a n d ) .

PEREGRINE
J u v .A u g .2 6 .  P o s s i b l y ,  same b i r d  a g a in  p r e s e n t , S e p t .  1 6 - 2 0 .

Two A u g .2 6 , S e p t . 30 ;  s i n g l e  b i r d s ,  A ug .2 9 , S e p t . 2 4 ,2 7 - 2 9 .
O c t .1 , 2 , 4 ;  and  f e m a le ,  p o s s i b l y  r e s i d e n t ,  O c t . 5 - 9 ;  
t h r e e  O c t . 3 .
S in g le  b i r d s ,  A u g .2 6 ,2 8 ,  S e p t .1 6,1 8,1 9 ,2 2 ,  27, O c t . 22; 
tw o ,A u g .2 7 , S e p t . 21 ; f o u r  o r  f i v e , S e p t . 17 and t h r e e , S e p t 023. 
Peak  p a s s a g e  m is s e d .  Two o r  t h r e e ,A u g .31 ; t w o , S e p t . 25 
and o ne , O c t .1 9 .

KESTREL
1 96ÏÏ

1967

1968


