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ABSTRACT 

A second cave-dwelling species of Mesocyc/ops is described and figured. The 
first one is found in Madagascar, the only locality outside Australia where the 
decapod genus Parisia, which also inhabits Cutta Cutta cave, occurs. However, 
the Mesocyclops species are not related. Mesocyc/ops cuttacuttae instead shows 
affinity in several characters with other Australian representatives of its genus. 
Its many special features are ascribed to a long period of isolation in a cave 
habitat, and are not considered to warrant the creation of a separate genus or 
subgenus. 

INTRODUCTION 

Little is known about cylopoid copepods 
in Australian caves, but one may predict 
. their occurrence in such environments with 
reasonable certainty given the known 
occurrence of several species of atyid 
prawns in subterranean waters of Australia 
(Holthuis, 1960; Williams, 1964). While on 
a recent visit to the Northern Territory, 
Australia, the senior author therefore 
endeavoured to collect from various cave 
pools in Cutta Cutta cave, near the town of 
Katherine. Cutta Cutta cave is a limestone 
cavity which reaches down to the water
table in several places. One of these, a 
shallow stagnant pool about 30 m below the 

surface, was sampled on 17 October 1983, 

shortly before the onset of the monsoon 

season, during which the pool may be 
flooded and become temporarily 

incorporated in a cave stream. Cutta Cutta 
cave is unusual in showing constant high 

temperatures (ea. 36°C at the time of 

sampling), and its atmosphere is near 

saturation. Faunistically, it is known as the 
type locality (and, so far, only locality) for 

two species of atyid shrimp, both belonging 

to the genus Parisia. This genus, as 

understood today, occurs only in 
Madagascar and Australia (Williams, 1964). 
















