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On October 27, 2003, fishermen of the collective 
fishery enterprise “Put’ Il’icha,” collecting the catch 
from their trap seine installed in the southern part of 
Balaklava Bay, found an unusual fish, which was trans
ferred for identification to the Sevastopol Fishery 
Inspection, and then to the Institute of the Biology of 
Southern Seas. It turned out that this unusual specimen 
was an exotic coral fish of the family Chaetodontidae, 
Heniochus acuminatus (pennant coralfish). The speci
men transferred to the Institute was absolutely fresh, 
retained a vivid coloration, and had no signs of trauma 
or diseases of skin or gills. It is currently kept as num
ber 8099 in the Zoological Museum of the National 
Natural Science Museum, National Academy of Sci
ences of Ukraine (Kiev). The total length (TL) of the 
inspected specimen was 92.5 mm, standard length 
(SL), 76.1 mm, the maximum body depth, 56.2 mm. 
Body deep, compressed laterally, snout elongated, 
mouth small. Meristic traits: D XI25 (the fourth spiny 
ray significantly elongated, turning into a soft filament, 
total length of the ray 72 mm). A III 17, P116,51 scale 
in the lateral line. Snout length (9 mm) 2.8 times in 
head length (25.2 mm). Coloration contrast and charac
teristic of the genus: alternating light and black stripes 
and a yellow stripe in the upper posterior part of the 
body (its anterior margin connects the base of the tenth 
spiny ray of the dorsal fin with the beginning of lower 
rays of the caudal fin). Pectoral and caudal fins yellow; 
pelvic fin, the base and branching rays of the anal fin 
black. The base of spiny rays of the dorsal fin between 
l-3rd and 5-9th rays black, the fin is yellow from tenth 
ray to the end; the fourth rays and its filament silverish 
white (see figure).

The family Chaetodontidae (butterflyfishes) 
includes more than 150 species inhabiting the near
shore zone of tropical seas. They are typical in coral 
reef and rocky communities. Butterflyfishes live in 
warm oceanic waters but may sometimes enter fresh
water areas. Most species are characterized by vivid 
coloration and an unusually beautiful body shape, caus
ing heightened interest from aquarium fish keepers.

Only one species of these fish inhabits the Mediterra
nean Sea, Chaetodon hoefleri, rarely occurring off the 
coasts of France, Algeria and Morocco (Nalbant, 1986).

Representatives of the genus Heniochus live only in 
the Indian Pacific. The genus includes two widespread 
species: H. acuminatus and H. depreutes (Randall, 
1995; Randall et al., 1997; Myers, 1999). The specimen 
caught in Balaklava Bay is more similar to H. acumina
tus, but this species is unknown in the northern part of 
the Red Sea.

The uniqueness of this finding is that local condi
tions in the place of capture do not correspond with the 
habitat optimal to the species. The trap seine was 
installed from the water surface to the bottom (maxi
mum depth 10m). The water temperature in Balaklava 
Bay on the day of capture was 16.4°C at the surface and 
15.8°C at IO m depth, salinity, about 18%o. An indepen
dent transition of the fish from the Red to the Black Sea 
is completely unrealistic. Thus, the fish has been either 
randomly released by an aquariumist or transferred 
with ballast waters from commercial far cruise ships. 
According to our data, individual amateur aquariumists 
in Sevastopol and Balaklava mostly keep freshwater 
fish. The pennant coral fish has been kept in the Sevas
topol Aquarium of the Institute of the Biology of South
ern Seas several times, but not very successfully. The 
last specimen of this species died there in 2002.

This is not the first finding of exotic fish species off 
the southwestern coast of the Crimea. The northern 
putassu Micromesistius poutassou was caught in Janu
ary 1999 off the Aya mouth, and in August of the same 
year, two specimens of barracuda Sphyraena obtusata 
were caught (Boltachev and Yurakhno, 2002). Both 
species were represented by juvenile individuals. 
Putassu is a boreal Atlantic species inhabiting most seas 
of the Mediterranean basin (including the Sea of Mar
mara) and the barracuda is an Indian-West Pacific spe
cies recently invading the eastern Mediterranean via the 
Suez Canal (Lessepsian migrant). According to one 
version, both putassu and barracuda, as well as other 
small alien fishes such as the pennant coralfish, could
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be transferred to the Sevastopol area with ballast waters 
from commercial ships. The lifespan of the alien spe
cies in the new conditions is determined by their eco
logical plasticity. Obviously, given the low autumn 
temperature and low salinity of the Black Sea, this term 
could not exceed a few hours in the case of the cor
alfish.
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