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Abstract 
Two n~w species of Benthopecten are described from New Zealand waters; B. pikei 
from 550-630m in the Bay of Plenty, and B. munidae, from 740m off the Otago coast. 
This brings the total of New Zealand species to five. The affinities of the two new 
species seem to lie with the other New Zealand species. 

INTRODUCTION 
THE genus Benthopecten is widespread with at least 25 species; of these, 13 are 
known from the Northern Hemisphere, while the remaining 12 a;e froll! the 
Southern Hemisphere. The genus, apparently, is not represen~ed. m . Arcti~ or 
Antarctic waters. The northern representatives show a scattered d1stnbut1on w1~ a 
concentration of species in the Indian Ocean region. Three of the southern spe~1es 
are known from the Indonesian region, three from the Atlantic, one from the tropical 
Pacific, and five species are now known from New Zealand waters. Fell ( 1958) 
described the first New Zealand species, B. pentacanthus, from the Bay of Plenty; 
two further species discovered recently, one from south of New Zealand and the 
other from the Cape Palliser region, are described elsewhere (Clark, in press). Of 
the species described here, B. pikei, is from the Bay of Plenty, and B. munidae is 
from the Otago area. 

Order PAXILLOSIDA Perrier, 1884 

Sub-order NOTOMYOTINA Ludwig, 1910 
Family BENTHOPECTINIDAE Verrill, 1894 

Benthopecten Verrill, 1884 

Benthopecten pikei sp.n. Pl. 1, A, B, Fig. 1, A-D 

DESCRIPTION:· Disc small, arms five, long, narrow, flattened, tapering, broken. 

On di~c centn: (Fig. 1, A) plates lobed, contiguous, each bearing 1-4 short, finely 
rugose spmes which may be webbed basally. Laterally on disc and proximally on 
arms, plates of two sizes with larger, arranged in three more or less parallel rows 
along midline of arms (Pl. 1, A, Fig. 1, A) . Primary plates at base of each arm 
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