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Sum m ary

The fo llow ing report is devoted to problem s tha t have arisen before me during m y w ork in 
the position o f C h ie f Know ledge O fficer since 1996, in a firm  engaged in the developm ent 
and m anufacture  o f eco log ica l m onitoring vessel system s fo r surface water. T he  firm  was 
estab lished in 1991 on the  basis o f a large shipbuild ing science research institu te  tha t is 
a lm ost 80 years old. In 1998 the com pany set up its own library tha t is headed by me.
There a re  only about 1,000 books in the library, but it has go t huge databases on Russia's 
surface  w aters environm enta l characteristics (The Baltic  Sea, G u lf o f Finland, Volga River) 
tha t w ere  recorded by the  com pany equipm ent. The inform ation regarding w ater 
environm enta l issues is supplied from  the new  w orks exhib itions in the two R ussia 's great 
libraries - Russian National L ibrary and the L ibrary o f the Russian A cadem y o f Sciences, as 
well as from  the fam ous environm enta l conferences, exhib itions and sym posium s tha t take 
place in Russia and abroad. Searches are carried out on the Internet.

Abou t 3 ,000 considerab le in form ation sources a year are selected. Then they are applied in 
com pany's developm ents. These sources include about 20 m agazines, 200 Russian 
sc ien tific  and technica l m agazines and 100 fore ign sc ien tific  m agazines, thesis sum m aries 
and conference and congress reports.

I d iscovered about EU RASLIC  in 1999 and now  I'm striving to  en te r the associa tion and set 
up contacts w ith  m y co lleagues abroad.

W hile processing the data I face the problem s o f an inform ation gap  between the tim e when 
the  data is published and the  tim e w hen the  a rtic le /book/report is available. O ther problem s 
include fu ll coverage o f the  topic, picking out s ign ificant data, taking into consideration 
natural in form ationa l noises and losses, etc.

I have evaluated these  problem s while  accom plish ing tangib le  tasks, fo r exam ple, preparing 
equ ipm ent fo r operation in the North Sea and in the M editerranean. I deem  it necessary to 
inform  EU RASLIC  m em bers about these problem s and about the data search opportun ities 
tha t I have.

I hope that I w ill be adm itted to  EURASLIC . Contacts w ith your A ssoc ia tion  will give m e a 
un ique opportun ity  to  m ake m y work m uch m ore efficient.
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