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P R E F A C E

P a u l  O t l e t  w a s  a p ioneer  both of in te rn a t iona l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ion a n d  of docum en ta t io n .  H e  a n d  h is  co l l e a g u e  H e n r i  La 
F o nt a in e ,  c r e a te d  tw o  in te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  which co n ­
t i n u e  to f lour ish:  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  F e d e ra t i o n  for  D o c u m e n ta ­
t ion  a n d  th e  U nio n  of I n te r n a t io n a l  Assoc ia t ions .  H e  a lso 
h a d  s om e  impa ct  both in the  m o ve m ent  to  c r e a t e  the  League  
of Na t io ns  a n d  on  i ts  C om m it t ee  for In te rn a t io na l  Inte llec tual  
Co-opera t ion .  H e  w a s  s om e th ing  of a v i s io n a ry  w hos e  ideas  
w e re  a t  l e as t  fifty y e a r s  a h e a d  of h i s  t im e  in l a y in g  the 
f o un da t i ons  for w h a t  h a s  become kn o w n  a s  Docum en ta t io n ,  
the n  I n f o rm a t io n  Sc ience  in the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  of  Amer ica ,  
a n d  now In fo rm a t i c s  in Europe ,  especia l ly  in the U SS R.  H i s  
p io nee r ing  efforts in c r e a t i n g  a n d  e l a b o r a t i n g  the  U n iv er sa l  
Dec imal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  la id a f irm f ounda t io n  for the  cont inued  
coopera t ive  deve lop men t  of th a t  Class if ica t ion .  H is  sp e c u l a t ­
ions sh ow ed  h im sens i t iv e  a n d  im a g i n a t i v e  in a n t i c ip a t i n g  
technolo gica l  innova t ion ,  sueli  as  microf i lm, a n d  m a n y  of his 
w id e r  s ch em es  m a y  be con s i de red  to h a v e  fai led ma in ly  
becau se  the  c o m p u te r  h a d  not  been  invented ,  t h o u g h  an ot he r  
re a so n  m u s t  not  be neglec ted :  the indi fference of g o v e rn m e n ts  
to  pr ob le m s  of co -opera t ion  in the  d i s sem ina t i on  a n d  biblio­
g r a p h i c  cont ro l  of  in format ion .  N ow ad ay s ,  with the co m pu te r  
a n d  the  w o rk  of  U N E S C O  and  the In t e rn a t io n a l  Council  of 
Sc ient i f ic  Unions ,  O t le t ’s  v i s io na ry  s ch em es  m a y  yet  be 
rea l i sed  th r o u g h  UN1SIST.

The p r e s e n t  work  is a f i rst  s t u d y  wi th  all t h e  fa u l t s  on 
i ts head  t h a t  th i s  involves.  It h a s  been p r e p a r e d  by re ly ing  
heavi ly ,  a l m o s t  exclusively,  on  m a s s e s  of  o r ig in a l  d o c u m e n t a ­
t ion  kep t  in a n  ins t i tu t ion  in B r u s s e l s  (a  k ind of Ot le t  
a rch ive)  ca l led M u n d a n e u m .  It is care fu l ly ,  p e rh a p s  overly.
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docume nted ,  a n d  m uch of the  do cum en t io n  is quo ted  at  l ength.  
This h a s  been  de l ibera te  a nd  s t e m s  f rom a fear  th a t  some 
of thi s  o r ig ina l  m ater ia l ,  a l r e a d y  much d i so rga n is ed ,  in a 
f rag i le  cond i t ion  and  h i t he r to  m a in t a i n e d  in a p p a l l i n g  physical  
su r ro u n d i n g s ,  m ig h t  d i sapp ea r .

Spec ial  th a n k s  a r e  offered to G e o r g e s  Lorp hèv rc  a nd  
A n d r é  Cole t ,  t h e  f o r m e r  for  h i s  f reely  g iv en  pe rm is s io n  to  
use  the  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  of the  M u n d a n e u m ,  the  second  for 
his  e n t h u s i a s m  for the  idea of the s tu dy .  Three  o ther  persons  
to w h o m  I o w e  debts  of deepes t  g r a t i t u d e  for  adv ice  a nd  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a r e  Leon  C a rn o v s k y  a n d  H o w a r d  W i n g e r  of 
the Univers i ty  of  C h ic ag o  and  K. V. S i nc la i r  former ly  of the 
Un iver s i t y  of Sy dney  now of the Uni ve rs i ty  of  Connec t icu t .  
Nor  would these  persona l  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  be comple te  w i t h ­
out  w a r m  recogni t ion  of the w o rk  of Ishbel  M c G r e g o r  on the 
typescr ipt .

W. B o y d  R a y w a rd  
U n iv e rs ity  o j C hicago
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C h a p t e r  I  
T H E  EARLY YEARS

B R U SSE L S, SC H O O L , LOVE

P a u l  M a r i e  G h is la in  Ot le t  w a s  horn  a t  B rus se l s  on  the 
23 A u g u s t  1868 of a ve ry  com for t ab le  B e lg ia n  fami ly.  H i s  
father ,  E d o u a r d  Otlet ,  e m b a r k e d  on a poli t ical  c a r e e r  af ter  
a success fu l  f inanc i a l  one,  a n d  even tua l ly  en te re d  th e  Belg ian  
P a r l i a m e n t  as  a S e n a t o r  w hen  Ot le t  w a s  a h igh  school 
s tu de n t .  H i s  m ot he r  d ied in 1871 a t  the a g e  of 24. T h rou gh  
her  he w a s  re la ted  to the fami ly  V a n  Mons ,  a n o th e r  p ro sp e ro us  
B e lg ia n  bo u rg eo is  family,  a n d  to the  V e r h a e r en  family,  which 
in O t l e t ’s g e n e ra t io n  produced  one of the mos t  im p o r t a n t  
Be lg ian  poe ts  of the day ,  Emi le  V e r h a e r en .1 H i s  fa the r  m ar r i ed  
a g a i n  so m e  y e a r s  a f te r  the de a th  of  O t l e t ’s  mother .  This  
m a r r i a g e ,  to V a le r ie  Linden ,  b ro u g h t  to  th e  Ot le t  ci rc le  the  
family f rom which  Ot l e t  w a s  to take  h i s  f ir s t  wife (h er  moth er  
w a s  a L in d e n ) .  All of th e se  famil ies  were  of  the  sol id b u rg h e r  
typ e  — st o u t  m e n  of affairs,  m a n y  of them lawyers .  They 
provided  th e  contex t  for  O t l e t ' s  youth.  It w a s  a so m e w h a t  
st if l ing,  for  they were  all exceedingly c losely knit .  They  sh a re d  
co m m o n  b us in ess  in te r es t s ;  they took long ho l id ays  to ge the r  at  
the se a s i de  a t  O s te nd  a nd  e l sewhere ;  they d ined  f requent ly  
tog e the r  in Brusse l s .  In m a n y  re spe c t s  they were  a Belg ian  
fami ly Fo rs y te  acco rd in g  to money,  posses s ion s  a n d  g a v e  each 
other ,  as  first  th in g s  f irst ,  a g r a v e  a n d  su s t a in e d  a t tent ion .

It is p e r h a p s  a l i t t le too  e a s y  to sp e c u la t e  t h a t  Ot le t  
inhe r i ted  f rom h is  m ot he r  t h a t  s a m e  te m p e r a m e n t a l  s t r eak  
which  m a y  a l so  h a v e  produced  Emi le  V erh ae ren ,  a s t r eak  
l e a d in g  him,  t h o u g h  t o r m e n te d  by confl ict ,  in to  the  quixoti-  
c i sm of h i s  c a r e e r  as  b ib l i o g rap h e r  a n d  in te rna t iona l i s t .  In 
a ny  case  it is  the m e m b e r s  of  these  famil ies ,  to g e th e r  wi th  
a few school  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  and  d i n n e r  gu es t s ,  who  e m e r g e  
a nd  recede  like s h a d o w s ,  im prec ise  a nd  i l l -defined,  in the 
ob sess ive  in t ros pec t i ve  wo r ld  of  O t l e t ’s  youth,  a wor ld  ref lected
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in  a d ia ry  he  kept  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  f rom h is  11th to  h i s  27th 
year .  This  d ia ry  provid es  us w i t h  an  in v a lu abl y  de ta i led  
a c c o u n t  of  h i s  intel lec tua l  a n d  em ot iona l  de ve lopm en t .2

I t a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h o u g h  O t le l ' s  ch i ldhood w a s  in some 
w a y s  op p res s iv e  it w a s  a iso  r a t h e r  cha rm ed .  H i s  on l y  no ta b le  
c o m p a n i o n  unti l  he w e n t  to the  Col lege  S a i n t  Michel  in 
B ru s se l s  w hen  he w a s  14, w a s  h i s  b ro th e r  Maur ice .  Th e  two 
b ro th e r s  a m u s e d  each  o ther  wi th  such  precoc ious  p u r s u i t s  as  
d r a w i n g  up  in e la b o ra t e  a n d  formal  de ta il  the  s t a t u t e s  of a 
L imi ted  C o m p a n y  for Useful Knowledge .  This  w a s  ear ly 
exper ience  for a t ask  a t  which later  p rac t ice  w a s  to m ake  
O t l e t  pa r t ic u la r l y  adept .  It w a s  from lack of  f r iends  in his 
ch i ldhood th a t  Ot le t  tu rne d ,  he bel ieved,  to a d ia ry  in order  
to  rel ieve the  b u rd en  of  im pre ss io ns  a nd  feel ings  which,  
o th e rw is e  un exp re ssed ,  t h r e a te n e d  to g r o w  too v io len t  wi th in 
him.  Indeed ,  th e  pr o longed  i so la t ion of h i s  ch i ldhood led h im 
to  develop ear ly  in life a t a s te  for sol i tude,  for s tudy ,  which 
he felt a s  he  g r e w  up  in te r f e red  wi th  his  ab i l i ty  to  m a k e  the 
f r iends  in th e  s t e a d  of which  the  d ia ry  h a d  or ig in a l ly  s tood,  
tho ugh,  as  he b r ea s t ed  the w a v e  of adolescence,  th e  need  for 
f r iendship  g re w  m o re  and  more  s t rong .

Despi te  his s e n s e  of i solat ion,  he received a good  t h oug h 
s o m e w h a t  i n te rm i t te n t  formal  educa t ion .  H e  w e n t  f irst  a t  the 
a g e  of  e leven  to  a J e s u i t  school in P a r i s ,  w h i th e r  th e  d i s so lu ­
t ion  of a bu s i n ess  assoc ia t ion  l e a d i n g  to a s u d d e n  but  t e m p o ­
r a r y  decl ine  in h i s  f a the r ’s for tune,  h a d  s e n t  t h e  fami ly.  Here ,  
p recocious  inte l lec tua l ly,  inexper ienced  and  o u t  of s y m p a t h y  
wi t h  o th e r s  of h i s  ow n age ,  he  developed h a b i t s  of  piety a n d  
h a r d  work  which,  w hen  he  t r a n s f e r r e d  to a B r u s s e l s  day  
school  th ree  y e a r s  later ,  m a d e  him e a s y  ba i t  for the mockery  
of  his m o re  i r reveren t ,  less s tu d io u s  co m p an io n s .  Af te r  th ree  
m o n t h s  of thi s  school ,  w h o s e  professors  he  described r a th e r  
pr igg ish ly ,  for he  w a s  no  more  th a n  14 y e a r s  o ld a t  th e  t ime,  
a s  « lazy» a n d  only «more  or  l ess  Cathol ic»,  he w a s  s e n t  as  
a  d em i-p en sio n n a ire  to the  p ro m in en t  J e s u i t  Col lège  S a i n t  
Michel .  H e  w a s  a s  h a p p y  th er e  as  could be expected  of a 
youth  so  in t rover ted ,  so  aff l icted by a s e n s e  of  i sola tion,  so 
pr on e  to de spo nde ncy .  H e  g r a d u a t e d  f rom the  school  in the 
m id d le  of  a t h u n d e r s t o r m  in A u g u s t  1886 a f te r  a no t  u n d i s t i n ­
g u i s h e d  but  by  no  m e a n s  br i l l i an t  career .

The c h a r m  of his ch ildhood,  a t  l e a s t  for  th ose  a p p r o a c h i n g  
it th r o u g h  th e  s o m e t im es  laconic en t r i e s  of  h i s  dia ry ,  l a y  in 
its re la t ive  f reedom,  i ts c a re f r ee  th oug h s t r u c tu r e d  existence  
a n d  in the  t r ave ls  on which he w a s  so often s w e p t  aw ay .  At 
e leven  he had  t rave l led  wide ly in I taly a n d  France .  La te r ,  at  
the C o lè ge  S a in t  Michel ,  he ac com pa n ied  his  p a r e n t s  on 
se vera l  b us in ess  t r i p s  to  Russ ia  for qu i te  ex tens ive  periods.  
T h e  fami ly  s p e n t  much t ime a t  O s t e n d  a nd  explo i ted  rea l

JO

e s t a t e  a t  W es t en d ,  a l so  on  the  B e lg i a n  coas t ,  as  a ho l iday  
resor t .  In the  m o m e n t s  of d e s p a i r  to  which  he w a s  suscept ib le  
a s  a chi ld  a n d  w hich  quickened a n d  deepened  wi th  adolescence,  
he  w ou ld  c o n te m p la te  t r av e l l in g  in remote  cou nt r i e s  of the 
w o r ld  for several  ye a r s  before  s e t t l i n g  down,  a r om ant ic  a nd  
e sc a p i s t  p i ian t asy  pe rh aps ,  but  a l so  a qu ite rea l is t i c  possibi l i ty.

In 1880 o r  1881 O t l e t ’s  family b o u g h t  for its p l ea su re  p a r t  
o f  a M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i s land ,  the I le du  Levant ,  sold w h e n  its 
fo r tu n es  decl ined,  t h e  i s la n d  n o w a d a y s  be in g  g iven  over  to 
a n u d i s t  colony.  L o n g  hol i days  w e re  s pe n t  there.  H e  looked 
ba c k  upon  these  h o l idays  w hen  he  w a s  a y o u n g  m a n  wi th  a 
p l e a s a n t  n o s t a lg ia ,  for, th ough there  w e re  lesson s  a nd  f requent  
dri l l  in d a n c i n g  a nd  the  p ia no  a n d  g y m n a s t i c s ,  t he re  were  
a l s o  m uch f i shing,  h u n t in g ,  hor se - r id in g  and  a g r e e a b l y  sol i ­
t a r y  s tu dy  on r a i n y  a f te rn o o n s  of the  l i t e r a tu re  a b o u t  the 
i s l an d .  The  w in t e r  of 1882 s e e m s  to h a v e  been s pen t  on the 
i s land  a n d  on excurs ions  in the fami ly’s yacht .  N ura, to Nice 
for  th e  C a r n iv a l ,  and  to Monaco .  A ch a rm ed ,  indolen t,  s l igh t ly  
un rea l ,  and  as  it h a p p e n e d ,  im p e r m a n e n t  exis tence,  indeed.  To  it 
w e  ow e O t l e t ’s f irst  publ icat ion ,  a r a th e r  u np ro p i t i ous  piece 
of juveni l ia ,  Ile  d u  L e v a n t3, which he anx io us ly  s a w  throu gh  
t h e  press .  It w a s  pr iva te ly  pr in ted  a n d  d is t r ibu ted  to the 
m e m b e r s  of the  fami ly ,  and  he proudly  an t ic ip a te d  a second 
ed i t ion  w hen  the  f ir s t  w a s  expended .

H is  J e s u i t  educa t ion ,  al l ied wi th  h i s  ow n s tu d io u s  a nd  
s o l i ta ry  te m p e r a m e n t ,  w a s  a powerful  fo rm at iv e  inf luence in 
h i s  life. It p rob abl y  inc re as ed  and  c e r ta in ly  g a v e  direct ion 
to his  t e ndenc y  to in t rospec t ion .  To  a c o n te m p o ra ry  eye he 
seem s to have  ha d  few m o m e n t s  of t h a t  g a y  unse l f -consc ious­
nes s  o ne  a s s o c ia te s  wi th  ch ildhood,  t h ou gh  as  a m a j o r  source 
of  in fo rm at ion  abou t  these  y e a r s  is  h i s  d ia ry ,  w e  have  
w i t h o u t  doubt  a p ic ture  in which th e  q u e s t i n g  a n d  d e s p a i r  a re  
ove r - em p h as is ed .  Yet it s e e m s  t h a t  from h is  ea r l i e s t  ye a r s  
he  w a s  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  a n  a l m o s t  m orb id  sens i t iv i ty  to the 
prob lem  of f i nd ing  a goa l  for h i s  life and  of fo l lowing rules 
of  cond uc t  p rope r  to if an d  to h i s  s ta t ion .  I l e  ha d  very  ear ly  
to  come to te r m s  wi th  an  ascet ic  m or a l i ty  t h a t  fo rb ade  p l ea su re  
a n d  led h im  to re jec t  a n d  exp re ss  gu i l t  about  inno cent  d iver ­
sions.  F rom  his  e a r l ie s t  d a y s  a t  school  in P a r i s  he h a d  been 
p la c e d  u n d e r  the  ru le  of  the  Jesu i t s ,  a n d  h is  d ia ry  bears  
repe ti t ive  ev id enc e  of thei r  inf luence,  of dut i ful  e x a m in a t io n s  
of  consc ience,  of  the  tu to red  recogn i t ion  of  the  t r a n s ie n c e  of 
ea r th ly  th ing s ,  of the p ious  prac t ice  of devotions.  All of 
th e se  y e a r s  of ch i ldhood a n d  youth  w e re  ins t inc t  wi th  a sense  
of  p r e p a r a t i o n  w hic h  h u n g  a t  t im es  l ike a pali  over  him 
be c a u s e  he could  not  decide  w h e r e  h i s  voca t ion  lay.

A ch ild of h i s  t ime ,  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  educa t ion ,  he  tu r n e d
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w he n qui te  y o u n g  to fo rm in g  a n a t u r a l  h i s tory  co llec t ion.  
H e  w a s  f a sc in a te d  by sc ience  in ge ne ra l .  H e  becam e  soon  
convinced  of the necess i ty  of p e r f o r m i n g  in life s om e  m a g n a ­
n im o u s  a nd  usefu l  t a sk  for society.  H e  w a s  obses sed  by  
re l ig ion .  At th e  a g e  of  s ev en te en  he  dec la red  t h a t  he  ha d  
ex a m in e d  Ch r i s t i an i ty ,  ph i losophy  a n d  the pr obl em  of science 
a n d  h a d  dec ided tha t ,  to fulfil h i s  d u ty  a s  a c i t izen a n d  a 
m a n  he would  s t ud y  la w ,  and  w ou ld  become a law ye r .  F o r  
his ow n sa t i s f ac t ion  he w oul d  become a ph i losopher .  Bold 
word s ,  these,  w r i t t en  a f te r  t a l k i n g  wi th  E d m o n d  Pi ca rd ,  an  
em in e n t  l a w y er  a nd  l itte ra te u r .* Bold w o r d s  because ,  thoug h 
to  a d eg ree  prophet ic ,  h i s  life w a s  r e a c h i n g  a k ind of  c ris is :

M y life is m ore  and  m ore c losed in  o n  itse lf. I re flec t th a t I can n o t 
to le ra te  th e  v a n ity  of th e  w orld . I d esire  to  lead  a life g iven  over 
com ple te ly  to  th e  a b s tra c tio n s  of science. O n  th e  o th e r h a n d  th e re  is 
a g re a t em p tin ess  in  m y h e art w hich I m u st a lso  fill. G od  a lone  is 
c ap ab le  of fillin g  th is  a n d  it is  w h a t 1 ask  of H im  T o im p ro v e  m y 
life  —  th is  is  w h a t I w a n t to  live fo r a n d  1 m u st b a tt le  a g a in s t m y ­
self a n d  m y in n a te  w eakness. The m o st b eau tifu l v ir tu e  I can  acqu ire  
is  re s ig n a tio n  to  th e  holy w ill o f G od.

At th i s  t ime ,  on th e  po in t  of  l e a v in g  school ,  con f ront ed  
wi th  the se cu la r  wo r ld  ly ing  indi f fe ren t  yet  forb idding  beyond 
his school ' s  wal l s ,  he b e c a m e  confuse d  a n d  in tense ly  un happy .  
In g r e a t  conf lict  a s  to w h e th e r  he  shou ld  fol low a re l ig iou s  
life, he so u g h t  advice ,  w e n t  into a re trea t ,  an d ,  a l m o s t  d i s t r a c t ­
ed. f inal ly tu r ned  from the cloister .  Wi th  all his inte llectual  
a n d  sp i r i tua l  forces in a p p a r e n t  d i sa r r ay ,  he  fled to  a n o th e r  
J e s u i t  s t r o n g h o ld  to  c o nt in ue  h i s  s tu d ie s  —  th e  U n iv e r s i té  de 
Louvain .  There ,  a fish o u t  of w a t e r  l ike m o s t  f reshmen  be­
g i n n i n g  the ir  un ivers i ty  careers ,  he looked back  a t  his inab i l ­
ity to co m m it  h imse l f  to the C hu rc h  a s  a weakness  a n d  la ­
m e n te d  h is  lack of holy fire.

T h o u g h  h e  could  no  be t te r  expla in  t h a n  a s  a w e a k n e ss  
h is  r e lu c t anc e  to  become a pr ies t ,  a sym pa th e t i c  obse rver  
m ig h t  ca u t i o u s ly  a t t e m p t  it. F or  one  t h i n g  the  g r ea t  em p t i n es s  
in his hea r t  w a s  m ore  a p p a r e n t  th a n  real .  H e  had  m a d e  at  
leas t  one  good fr iend at  the  Col lège  S a i n t  Michel ,  A r m a n d  
Thiéry,  wh o met  the  r a th e r  s t r i n g e n t  r eq u i r em en t s  for f r iend ­
sh ip he set  forth in his  d ia ry .5 Wi th Thié ry  he could d i scuss  
m uch  th a t  before he  h a d  ha d  to cons ig n  to the pr iv acy  of 
i ts  pages .  T h o u g h  a d m i r i n g  his  father ,  Ot le t  h a d  li t t le 
s y m p a t h y  or  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f rom him.  O n e  day  he ha d  spoken 
to  h i s  f a th er  «about  ce r ta in  qu es t i ons  of ge ne ra l  science  
to g e t h e r  wi th  the que s t i on  of the  proved ex is tence  of  God.  
H e  sa id  to me: 'don ' t  g o  into all tha t ' .»  Dut i fu l ly  Ot le t  had  
t r ied to obey,  but  a s t r e a m  c a n n o t  be m a d e  eas i ly  to ru n  uphil l .  
Wi th  Thiéry  he could d i s cuss  al l  of  th a t  and  more,  for Thiéry 
a l so  w e n t  to L ouv ain  a s  a s tu dent .  La te r  he be cam e  a profes ­
s o r  there  a n d  d iscovered  a real  voca t i on  for the  pr iesthood .
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Moreove r ,  O t l e t ’s  h e a r t  w a s  not  e m p ty  for  a n  even m o re  
cog e n t  r ea son .  S o m e  y e a r s  before,  he ha d  seen  h is  cousin,  
F e r n a n d e  Glon er ,  t a k e  her  f irst  com m uni on .  By the  s u m m e r  
of  1885 a n d  17 y e a r s  o ld,  he ha d  fal len in love wi th  her,  
deeply,  insens ib ly ,  by the s lowes t  of s low  deg rees ,  for she  
l ived a t  a d i s t an ce  in G e r m a n y ,  a n d  c a m e  o n ly  in f requent ly  
to B ru s se l s  w h e r e  he s a w  h e r  in the i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s '  ga rd en .

At  th i s  t ime ,  then ,  he  w a s  em bro i le d  in a powerful  c o n ­
flict  be tw een  science  to  w hic h  he h a d  long  been a t t r ac te d ,  a n d  
re l igion  in which  he  h a d  lo n g  been s teeped .  H e  w a s  not  
o r i g i n a l  in thi s  by a n y  m e a n s ,  for it w a s  a conf l ic t  which  
ca u sed  g r e a t  a n g u i s h  to  m a n y  in te l l igen t  a n d  sens i t iv e  m en  
of h i s  a n d  la te r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  accus to me d  as  they  w e re  a t  once  
to hope  for  s o m e  a b so lu te n e ss  in belief and  io  be  scep tica l  
of it. A m o n g s t  th e  br i l l i an t  c o m p a n y  th a t  w e r e  to be found 
f requent ly  e n te r ta in e d  a t  h i s  f a th e r ' s  house,  w e re  E d m o n d  
Pi c a rd  a n d  O t l e t ’s  unc le.  P a u l  Hé ge r ,  a phys iologis t  at  the 
U n iv e r s i té  Libre de  Bruxelles.® T hese  tw o w e re  of  g r ea t  
im p o r t a n c e  in O t l e t ’s  e a r ly  inte l lec tua l  deve lopment .  In the ir  
conv er sa t io ns ,  in to  which  they  seemed to  h a v e  been careful  
to  d r a w  h im (Ot le t  s om e t im es  repo r t ed  the  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  at 
l eng th  in h i s  d i a ry ) ,  the c o n te m p o ra ry  wor ld  of a r t ,  l e t te rs  
and  sc ience m u s t  h a v e  c om e  v ividly alive.  H é g e r ,  par t icu la r ly ,  
h o ld in g  the  pos it ivi st  a t t i t u d e  of the  p r a c t i s i n g  n a t u r a l  
sc ien t i s t  t o w a r d s  fa i th a n d  m o ra ls ,  p r esen ted  Ot le t  wi th  c o n ­
cepts  of  th e  l imi t a t ion s  of  spe cu la t iv e  phi losophy.  To  the 
a r g u m e n t s  a d v a n c e d  by these  tw o  o lder  f riends,  Ot le t  repl ied 
t h a t  all th a t  m a t t e r e d  w a s  « the u l t i m a t e  mora l i ty  to do good»,  
a n d  desp i te  them,  th a t  the  on ly  real  re m edy  for the  social 
ills incisively d i ag n o se d  on occasion  by P i c a rd ,  w a s  C h r i s t i a n ­
ity. But  the ir  ev ident  a d m i r a t i o n  and  s y m p a t h y  certainly- 
pe rmi t ted  h im no  b l ind  faith.

His  ini t ial  feel ings  at  Louvain  of h a v i n g  been a fai lure,  
of  d i sor ien ta t ion ,  of be in g  w re n c h e d  into m a n h o o d  by the 
a b r u p t  t ra n s i t i o n  f rom school to  un ivers i ty,  soon faded.  He 
w or ke d  h a rd  s t u d y i n g  phi losophy wi th  Thiéry an d  f igh t in g  
off the  per iodic de scent  of  e n n e r v a t i n g  depress ion .  H e  flirted 
with the idea of  p l a y i n g  the g a m e  of s t u d e n t  polit ics.  F o r  a 
m o m e n t  he  w a s  t e m p t e d  by th e  idea of w o r k i n g  for th e  u n i ­
ver s i ty  period ical  P ro g rès  a n d  of f o r m u la t i n g  for i ts  p a g e s  his 
v iews  on  the l a r g e  ph i losophica l ,  scient i fic  and  social  q u e s ­
t ions which in te res ted  him. B u t  the  w ho le  of his  n a t u r e  rebe l ­
led a g a i n s t  t he se  impulses .  H is  c h a r a c t e r  led h im «to an 
in te r ior  life» n o t  to  a publ ic  one,  to s om e  gr ea t  w ork  of 
science,  no t  of poli t ics.  H e  s t r u g g l e d  wi th  these  conf l ic t ing  
feel ings,  took a vaca t i o n  in R u ss ia  so t h a t  d i s t an ce  a nd  t im e 
m ig h t  sever  a n y  c o m p r o m i s i n g  t ies  he  m ig h t  h a v e  formed 
ina dve r t en t ly  in the  univers i ty ,  a n d  re tu rn ed  m o r e  de te rm in ed
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t h a n  ever  to  s t u d y  a lone,  to res i s t  his J e su i t i ca l  l e an i ngs ,  to  
be  independe nt .

H e  r e tu r n e d  from R u ss ia  by w a y  of Ber l in  w he re  he 
s to pped  to  see  F e r n a n d e  for  w h o m  he had  b r o u g h t  a p resen t .  
Af te r  he  h a d  g iv en  it to her,  sh e  p lay ed  the  p ia no  a n d  s a n g  
for  him. « H e r  eyes sh o n e  wi th  h a p p i n e s s  w h e n  sh e  th a n k e d  
m e  . . .  T h a t  sh e  loves me I no lon ge r  have  th e  le as t  doubt ,  and  
for  myself ,  I love her  with al l  m y  heart».

He  d id not  see  h e r  a g a i n  for  m o re  th a n  seven  long  
m on th s .  A t  E as t e r - t im e  in 1888 his fa ther  asked  h im to 
a c c o m p a n y  h im to S p a in  but  Ot le t  re fused  a n d  w e n t  wi th  h i s  
s t ep -m oth e r  to Berl in  instead.  H i s  p a r e n t s  unde rs tood .  «Oh 
well!»,  h i s  fa the r  sa id  upon  h e a r i n g  h is  a n s w e r ,  «Go to B e r ­
lin, then» ,  but  he sa id  it wi t ho u t  a n y  s i g n  of a n n oy anc e .  H e  
even  se em ed  to  ap p ro v e  the  idea.  In  Ber l in ,  Otle t ,  now n e a r ly  
twenty ,  sc rewed  up his  c o u r a g e  one  ev e n in g  to dec la re  his 
love for Fe rna nde .  She,  th ou gh  no d o u b t  not  t a ke n  by surpr i se ,  
m a d e  no im me dia te  reply.  T h a t  n i g h t  Ot le t  s lep t  fitfully, 
filled wi th  anxiety,  an  a g o n i s i n g  do ub t  abo u t  th e  wi sdom ,  t h e  
t i m i n g  of w h a t  he h ad  done .  The  next  m o r n i n g ,  a s  he wai ted  
to see her,  he feared t h a t  he  m i g h t  n o t  be  able  to look at  her  
wi t hou t  b lush ing .  She  de scended  to b re a k fa s t  b u t  s t i l l  wi th  
no s ign .  «Joy  ineffable!»,  he w ro te  la te r ,  «she  h as  wr i t ten  me 
th e  w o r d s  I so m uch des i red  to  hear» .  S a y i n g  n o t h i n g  sh e  
h ad  de m ur e ly  ea te n  her  break fa s t ,  b u t  j u s t  before  s l ip p in g  
f rom the room,  sh e  h ad  h a n d e d  h im a s m a l l  enve lop e  of the  
s ize used for  accep tance  ca rds .  F o ld ed  t ig h t l y  in o ne  co rn e r  
of  it w a s  a sc r ap  of p a p e r  j u s t  l a r g e  en o u g h  for the th ree  
w o r d s  m in ut e ly  pr in ted  on it: «I love  you».

Ot le t  w a s  a pa ss i ona te ,  e a r n e s t  y o u n g  m a n ,  c a u g h t  up in 
an  a b s o r b i n g  s t r u g g l e  to reduce  h i s  fee lings,  his ideas,  h i s  
percept ions  of the  wor ld  to s om e sa t i s f ac to ry  order.  F e r n a n d e  
w a s  a minx.  C e r t a i n l y  sh e  w a s  no  s tu d e n t  a n d  she a b s o lu te ly  
refused  to r e g a r d  Ot le t  wi th  the  s a m e  g r a v i t y  wi th which,  
c o n t e m p l a t i n g  his  intel lec tua l  p roblems,  he  c o n te m p la t e d  h i m ­
self.  In B rus se l s  ea r ly  in J u n e  1888 a few m o n th s  a f te r  his 
v is i t  to her  in Berl in.  Ot le t  wro te  ec s ta t ic a l ly  in his diary:  
«She  is coming ,  to m or ro w,  a n o t h e r  24 h o u r s ;  my d ream s ,  m y  
tho ughts ,  my desi res ,  all tu rn  t o w a r d s  her ;  sh e  is coming .» 
But  suddenly ,  a f te r  the  r a p t u r e  of  the ir  ini t ial  me e t in g ,  she  
beca m e  reserved  a n d  aloof.  I l e  could no t  u n d e r s t a n d  her  be­
haviour .  Sh e  w ou ld  not  sp e a k  of w h a t  h a d  m a d e  her  ang ry .  
Sh e  mere ly  su g g e s t e d  th a t  they should  take  up  the i r  re la ­
t ionship in th ree  y e a r s '  t ime  when both  th e i r  p a r e n ts  might  
m o re  ac t ive ly ap p ro v e  it, a l t h o u g h  th e re  s e e m s  to be no  e v i ­
dence th a t  the y  then d isap p ro ved .  Bewi lde red  a n d  hur t ,  
O t l e t  s t r u g g l e d  t h ro u g h  his  e x a m in a t i o n s  at  the  U ni ve r s i ty  
a n d  w e n t  off,  desola te ,  to O s t e n d  to w a n d e r  a lo ne  and  u n h a p ­
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py in  th e  w o o d s  there.  Af t e r  a b leak  for tn igh t  o r  so,  a k ind 
of t ruce  w a s  a r r a n g e d  be tw een  them.  In Ju ly ,  however ,  hos t i l ­
i ties b roke  out  a g a i n  wi th  re n ew ed  v igour :

«T om orrow , F e rn an d e , I w ill be w a itin g  fo r th e  p o s t fo r so m eth in g  
im p o rtan t.»  « W h at is  it?»  S ilence, d is trac tio n s , c h a tte r  of o th e r th in g s . 
I cam e back  to  i t  in  o rd e r to  e n ab le  he r to  take  p a r t  in  th e  g re a t p lea­
su re  1 expect to  have... «You see, I experienced c e r ta in  feelings... 
ab o u t th e  C ongo... I had  w ritte n  up m y id ea s  fo r a n ew spaper, bu t 
P a p a  decided th a t  1 sh o u ld  hav e  them  p rin te d  in  th e  form  of an  a c tu a l 
b rochure . I le  w an ted  m e to  s ig n  it, too. T h is  w ill hav e  m an y  im plica­
tio n s s ince  th e  w o rk  is  add ressed  to  Leopold II» . G re a t silence. T he 
c o n v ersa tio n  f lag s ; th e re  is n o th in g ; n o t a  w ord.

G r a d u a l l y  he  m a n a g e d  to b r i n g  h e r  round  to e x p re s s in g  some 
in te re s t  in his p am ph le t ,  bu t  he  se n se d  h o w  hollow it was .  
The  r es t  of the  m o n th  w a s  in to le rab le  for sh e  let fall not  a 
s i ng le  com fo r t i ng ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  word .  E v en tu a l ly ,  w i t h  the 
aid of h i s  s tep -moth er ,  F e r n a n d e ’s a u n t ,  th e  te n s io n s  w e re  
broken and  smo ot hed  a w a y  a n d  lovers  w e r e  reconci led.7

F rom  all  of th is  Ot le t  be cam e  a w a r e  of so m e th in g  im­
p o r t a n t  a b o u t  himse lf .  It t a u g h t  h im to feei t h a t  he  had  «a 
g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  for  love, a g r e a t  need  for loving».  He  was ,  lie 
decided,  s o m eon e  c h a r a c te r i s e d  by «a powerful  reso lu t ion  
t o w a r d s  sacri f ice»,  w h o  would  respond deeply «to the le as t  
ind ica t ion of affect ion».  Th e  qua r r e l ,  however,  left h im wi t h  
a deep s e n s e  of insecur i ty ,  a fear  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  m ig h t  become 
a «tomb, c losed  to all of this».

O t l c t ’s  f a th er  w a s  a t  thi s  t ime  a f inanc ia l  m a g n a t e  w h o  
had  in te r es t s  in both Africa  a n d  S o u th  Amer ica .  H e  h ad  
equipped  a n  expedi t ion  to the  C o n g o  in 1886 u n d e r  the le a d ­
ership  of A u g u s t e  Linden,  a p r om in en t  n a t u r a l i s t  an d  explorer  
(and,  t h ro u g h  h is  second  wife, m em be r  of  the family)  no t  
l o n g  r e tu rned  f rom New G u in ea .  « P a p a  is t h e  f irst  Be lg ian  
o r g a n i s i n g  a persona l  expedi t ion»,  Ot le t  wrote.  The  expe­
di t ion w a s  not  v e ry  successfu l  a n d  the  m u s e u m  of A f r ic ana  
t h a t  Ot le t  a n d  th e  family h ad  looked f o rw a rd  to f o r m i n g  from 
the  co llect ions m a d e  by Lind en ,  d id not  mater ia l i se .  It w a s  
to h a v e  com p le m e n te d  a n u m b e r  of o ther  col lect ions,  n o ta b ly  
of  p a in t i n g s ,  fo rmed by O t l e t ’s p ro sp e ro u s  father .  E d o u a r d  
Ot le t  h ad  bui l t  r a i lw ays  a n d  t r a m w a y s  in m o s t  of the  cou n t r ie s  
of W e s te rn  Europe .  I l e  formed a Soc ié té  de G a z  de  Rio de  
J a n e i r o  in 1886 in which he  had  a n  in te res t  of several  mill ion 
Be lg ia n  f rancs .  In S e p te m b e r  of 1888, Ot le t  repor ted  t h a t  in 
tha t  f inanc ia l  year  a lo ne  h i s  fa ther  h a d  m a d e  3 mil l ion f rancs  
from thi s  c o m p a n y  — «it is w i th ou t  p recedent» .8

In  the  mids t ,  then,  of n in e te en th  c e n tu ry  in dus t r i a l  a n d  
colonial  ex p an s i o n  (hi s  f a the r ’s  wo r ld  of h igh  f ina nce) ,  l iv ing  
in a ba s t io n  of  C a th ol ic  t h o u g h t  ( L o u v a in ) ,  besieged  by the  
l iberal ism a n d  scep t ic i sm  of B r u s s e l s '  in t e l lec tua ls  (P i ca rd ,  
H é g e r  a n d  the i r  con f r è r es ) ,  it is l i t t le w o n d e r  t h a t  O l l c t ’s
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th o u g h t  b e g a n  to po la r ise ,  a n d  t h a t  he shou ld  t u r n  f rom the 
i nev i tab le  confl ic ts  e n g e n d e r e d  by  th e se  di fferen t  mi l ieux  to 
th e  i m a g e  of a beloved.

His  problem,  a s  he  fo rm ul a te d  it to  himse lf ,  w a s  to  find 
s o m e  w a y  of reconc i l ing  th r ee  po la r i t i es  of in te res t :  love,
science,  act ion.  In a sc hem a  d r a w n  up in his  d i a r y  in April  
1888 un de r  the he a d in g  Quod Fa c ia m  lie ex a m in e d  them.  
S o m e h o w  he h a d  to reconci le  a c a r e e r  in which  h is  specia l  
a p t i tu d e s  w e re  prope r ly  exploi ted wi th  h i s  love, bu t  ne i ther  
could  be a l lowed to  inte r fe re  w i t h  h i s  soc ia l  a n d  re l ig iou s  duty 
to  do good.  H i s  a p t i tu d e s  he  described  rev ea l in g l y  as:

a) a ta s te  for th e  g e n e ra l — th e  s tu d y  of re a lity ; b) a syn the tic  
m in d ; c) a ta s te  for l ite ra tu re  a n d  eloquence; d )  a d is ta s te  fo r the 
p rac tica l a n d  a skep tic ism  of ac tion ; e) a ho rro r of d o in g  itse lf —  
a love of th e  law .

H e  had ,  he tel ls us ,  b e g u n  to ex am in e  th in g s  « as  cons t i tu t iv e  
or  de s t ru c t iv e  forces,  a s  g e n e r a t i v e  e le m ent s  of  u n iv e r sa l i t y  —  
[it is] r a r e  to s t u d y  ideas  a s  forces in themselves ,  to  su p p o s e  

t h e  ind iv idua l  as  a se n t i e n t  m a c h i n e  gu id ed  by them».  He 
dec ided th a t  w h a t  he  m u s t  do w a s  to s t u d y  c iv i l isa t ion and  
i ts  social  me ch ani sm ,  law.  While  he  w a s  do i ng  thi s  he would 
a t t e m p t  «to unify and  s y n t h e s i s e . . .  ou r  know le dge  in i ts  p r e s ­
en t  s ta te » ;  he w ou ld  a t t e m p t  to comple te  «a v a s t  explora t ive  
s y n th e s i s  of l aw a n d  poli t ical  ac t ion  . . .» To  sa t i s f y  h i s  need 
lo become ac t ive in the  wor ld  he  w a s  still  resolved to become 
a law ye r .

Af te r  some m o n t h s  of s t u d y  he  b e g a n  lo r ea l i se  t h a t  he 
could  not  suc cess fu l ly  c a r r y  ou t  h i s  p r o g r a m  a t  Louvain .  It 
was ,  he decided,  ded ica ted  to  o ld- fash ioned  ideas.  He  recog ­
n ised  t h a t  he ha d  accompl i she d  a whole  evolu t ion  of tho ugh t  
there,  but  it now seemed ne c e ss a ry  to go  e l sewhere .  H is  hea r t  
a t  once  tu rned  h im to F e r n a n d e  a n d  Berl in,  bu t  his head  
tu rn e d  h im to P a r i s .  C h a ra c te r i s t ic a l ly ,  a f te r  much an g u i s h e d  
indecis ion,  he fol lowed h is  head.

Before l e a v in g  for P a r i s ,  he rev iewed in g r e a t  detai l  why 
he  had  c om e  to Louvain ,  and  w he re  he stood in te l lec tua l ly  on 
th e  eve of qu i t t i n g  it. Be tw een  the  tw o  g r e a t  phi losophica l  
t r a d i t i o n s  of  his t im e  — schola s t i c i sm a n d  «pos i t ivi s t ic  ev ol u ­
t ion ism»,  he h ad  been bro ugh t  to the  point  of c h o o s in g  the 
la t t e r  a s  m ore  «pos it ive»,  m ore  fecund of possibi l i t i es  for 
fu ture  de ve lo pm ent  th a n  th e  former,  as  c o m b in in g  both a 
scient if ic  and  onto lo gie  ch a ra c t e r .  H e  s a w  in th e  no t ion of 
force s om e  sort  of  mys t ic a l  e x p l a n a t o r y  power ,  as  so m e th in g  
p e r s i s t i n g  th ro ug h  all p h e n o m e n a  a n d  pr o v id in g  a formula  
for  ac t io n  and  not  m ere ly  specula t ion .  H e  h a d  adop ted  the 
posi t ivi st  not ion of soc ie ty a s  a v a s t  o r g a n i s m  a n d  s a w  in 
law «a g r e a t  ded uc t ive  a n d  logical  force for  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a 
w ho le  soc ia l  s t a te  on  the ba s i s  of p r im i t ive  d a t a» .  In  fac t
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he  w a s  led to envis ion ,  p a r t l y  u n d e r  the in f luence  of P ic ard ,  
a n  h i s tor ica l  soc iology  in which the  «rea l  im age »  of society 
w a s  law.  At P a r i s  lie de te rm in ed  to e m b a r k  on  the  en o rm o u s
w o r k  of  syn th es i s  he had  been c o n te m p la t i n g ,  a un iv e rs a l
hi story.

O n e  of the  la s t  t a s k s  he  comple ted  before l e a v in g  Bruss e l s  
w a s  to  p u t  his bo tan ica l  a n d  geologic  s p e c im e n s  a n d  his 
p a p e r s  in order .  C la s s i f y in g  a n d  rec la s s i fy in g  his p a p e r s  w a s  
s o m e t h i n g  he  had  been in t h e  hab i t  of d o in g  s ince  he  w a s  
fifteen. As  a boy he ha d  g iven  m uch th o u g h t  to the  problem 
of how  to s tudy ,  o r  had ,  a t  l eas t ,  l i s tened  a t te n t ive ly  to  his 
tu tors .  H e  r e g u l a r l y  took notes:

In  ta k in g  n o tes  from  a u th o rs  one  h a s  th e  in co n testab le  a d v a n ta g e  of 
m ak in g  a  com pendium ; th a t  is  to  say , a sm a ll ab rid g ed  trea tise  
w hich co n ta in s  usefu l p a ssa g e s  fo r o n e 's  ow n p a r tic u la r  use... To gain  
tim e, in stead  of im m edia te ly  dev elo p in g  a  th o u g h t th a t  one  h as read , 
one  sim ply  m akes a n o te  o f it on  a  piece o f p ap er w hich is  p u t in  a
fo lder. O n S a tu rd ay , fo r exam ple, these  p a p ers  can  be  tak en  up one
by o n e  fo r c la ss if ica tio n  and  a lso  for developm en t if th is  is  necessary ... 
R a th e r th a n  c la ss ify in g  the loose leav es of tile sam e fo rm at each  week, 
one  can  w rite  a ll th e  su b jec ts  in  th e  sam e exercise book, ta k in g  ca re  
to  g ive  a w hole  p a g e  a n d  i ts  v e rso  to  each new  su b ject. O nce the 
notebook  is filled, the leav es can  be to m  ou t a n d  c lassified . H ow ever, 
lo ts o f th in g s  a re  d ifficu lt to  c lass ify  a n d  these  one  g a th e rs  to g e th e r 
a d  hoc in a notebook  w ith o u t reco p y in g  them .

O t l c t ’s  f i rst  c la ss i f i ca t io ns  w e re  s imp le  d i spos i t ions  of his 
no tes  into tw o  m a in  ca te go r ie s  and  a n u m b e r  of  d iverse  s u b ­
ca teg or ie s .  H e  l isted them,  for e x a m p l e  as:

M aterial —  m em o ran d a , no tebooks
—  resu m és of books read

In te llec tua l —  p ersona! (m yself) — m yself (in te llec tu a l m ate ria l)
—  jo u rn a l (in tim a te  th o u g h ts )
—  pocket books w ith  w itty  sa y in g s , a m u s in g  ideas
— o th ers  —  d ifferen t do ss ie rs
—  s tu d ie s  o n  se p a ra te  shelves

I F ile  —  to  hold ali th a t sh o u ld  be classified
2. P ap e rs  w ith  the sam e  form at, d ifferen t th in g s  g o in g  in to  c a rto n s
3. B oxes fo r th in g s  (... so u ven irs)
4. D raw er fo r lite ra tu re  (o thers)
5. D raw er for me (p e rso n al)
At the  end of 1883, th i s  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  c h a n g e d .  The  

f irs t  h e a d i n g  a t  thi s  t ime,  L ITE R A T U R E  w a s  subd iv id ed  into: 
title s  of d iffe ren t w o rk s (1882—3 );  m éla n g e  (d iffe ren t th in g s  th o u g h t) ;  
Ile  d u  L e v a n t  p roofs; sn a tch es of verse; s te n o g rap h y ; co n cern in g  
school c lasses ; v a rio u s  th in g s  b eg u n  (1881, 2, 3 ) ;  l ite ra tu re  (theory  
of s ty le ) , E ssay s  on  Society (a sc ien tific  jo u rn a l) ;  P h y sica l exercises; 
in c id en ts  from  m y co llege  life.

U nde r  the  next  m a in  ca teg ory ,  PE R SO N A L , were :  «memoirs  
a nd  t r av e ls  (physica l  l i fe) ;  In f in i ty  ( reso lu t ions ,  persona l  
th o u g h t s ) ;  intel lectua l  life ( J o u rn a l  — 3 notebooks  (1881—2)».  
A th i rd  h e a d i n g  w a s  ad d e d  now, S C IE N C E S : «e le m en t s  of
n a t u r a l  hi s tory ;  m u s e u m s  (work- room,  col lect ions,  h i s tory  o f
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m y  ro o m ) ;  a n d  Sc ience  ( p la n  of s tudy ,  m ém o ire s  of  m y  ob­
s e rv a t io n s . )»

P e r h a p s  m o r e  th a n  a n y t h i n g  else,  th e se  c la ss i f i ca t io ns  
reveal  th e  y o u n g  Ot le t  to the cu r ious  eye.  Tw e lv e  y e a r s  la te r ,  
h a v i n g  con t in ued  to  search ,  he w a s  to find a powerful  b ibl io­
g r a p h i c  c lass i f ica t ion  which w a s  to become in his eyes a 
tool for o r g a n i s i n g  notes  a n d  p a p e r s  into a g i a n t  c o m p e n d iu m  
of un iversa l  knowled ge ,  a nd  the  tec hni ques  for c r e a t i n g  thi s  
co m p e n d iu m  or  encyc lopedia  a n d  its s i gn i f icance  for  society 
exerc i sed  his th o u g h t  unt i l  h i s  de a th  a t  th e  a g e  of  76. Even  
as  a chi ld,  then,  he  s t rove  for a n  o r d e r  a n d  w h ol eness  th a t  
com es  f rom the appl ica t ion  of a n  es ta b l i s he d  sys t em  of c l a s ­
s i f ica t ion to d i s p a r a t e  i tems.  O nce  he h a d  been « f r ig h t ene d»  
by the  d iver s i ty  of  th e  t h i n g s  he h a d  w r i t t en .  «M y God!»,  he  
h ad  exc la im ed  w he n  he  w a s  fifteen, « w h a t  a  fea ther  b ra in  
1 am,  a l w a y s  on to s o m e t h i n g  new,  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  never  fi­
n i s h in g  a n y th ing ,  i w r i t e  down e v e ry th in g  t h a t  goes  t h r o u g h  
m y  mind ,  but  no n e  of  it h a s  a sequel .  At  the  m o m e n t  there  
is on ly  one  t h i n g  I m u s t  do; t h a t  is, to g a t h e r  to g e th er  m y  
m a te r i a l  of al l  k inds ,  a n d  connec t  in w i th  e v e ry th in g  e lse  I 
have  done  up  lili now.  I do  no t  h a v e  en o u g h  ye t  to  do 
a n y t h i n g  m uc h  w i t h  it. I m u s t  w a i t  a n d  leave  all th is  a s i de  
for  the  mom en t .»

Fiv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  as  he  se t  off to  s t u d y  in P a r i s  in 1888, 
to p r e p a r e  his h i s to r ica l ly  or ien ted ,  un iv e r sa l i s t  sy n t hes i s  of  
knowledge ,  he  w a s  much fu r ther  a lo ng .  H i s  p a p e r s  no w fell 
into seven  g r o u p s  co r r e s p o n d in g  lo l a r g e  sub jec t  a r e a s  and  
were  l isted in his d ia ry  as:  « P h i lo sophy ( . . . s y n t h e s e s  of a 
kind,  deep s tu d ie s  of  the p r e s e n t ) ;  social  sciences  ( the  past ,  
the  p r e s e n t ) ;  w r i t i n g  ( . . . a r t i c l e s ,  socia l  w o r k s ) ;  D ia ry  ( in t i ­
m a te  n o t e s ) ;  Law;  Scient i fic facts;  Po l i t i cs  an d  mo ra l  ques­
t ion ings.»

PA R IS , S P IR IT U A L  D IS IL L U S IO N

A nd so  t w e n t y  y e a r s  old,  in love, e a g e r  for the  exper ience  
of a new s t a g e  in his in te l lec tua l  odyssey,  he  a r r iv e d  in P a r i s  
r e a d y  to  ch a r t  the s e a s  of l a te  n in e t een th  c e n tu ry  posi t ivi st  
tho ught .  But P a r i s  itself,  to  which  lie b ro u g h t  h i s  «synthe t ic  
formula »  which he  a s s u m e d  would  i l l um ina te  new  co n te x ts  
wi thout  be in g  i tself  modi f ied by  them,  proved  to h a v e  a c o n ­
fusing,  s hock in g  complexi ty  of its own.  To a deg ree  it d ro ve  
his formula  ou t  of  h i s  head .  P a r i s  w a s  so  m uc h l a r g e r  th a n  
Brusse ls .  The  popul ace  w a s  cosmopol i tan ,  wi t ty ,  e le gant ,  given 
to  swift ,  a l l u s iv e  conv er sa t io n .  It l ived for  p leasure .  I t  w a s  
th e  P a r i s  t h a t  a  few y e a r s  la te r  w a s  to fasc ina te  Marce l  
P ro u s t .  A p lace  w h e re  th e  wor ld  «comes  to  take  notes»,  i t  
puz z led ,  c h a r m e d  a n d  p e rh a p s  ap p a l l ed  him.  In every w a y  it
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w a s  d if feren t  f rom Bru sse ls  wi th  i ts s m a l l ,  com for t ab le  b o u r ­
geoisie.  P i c a r d  h ad  in t roduced  h im  to th e  B e lg ia n  poet  Lem- 
onnier ,  w h o  w a s  often in P a r i s .  H i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  h ad  in t ro ­
duced  h im to a n o t h e r  B e lg ia n  poet,  Rod enbach ,  w ho h a d  g iven  
up la w  and  the P a l a i s  de J us t ic e  in B rus se l s  and  Belg ium 
itself for P a r i s  a n d  the Sy m b o l i s t  M o v e m e n t  in French  l i t e ra ­
ture.  In the l i t e ra ry  circ les to which h is  a c q u a i n t a n c e  with 
ihese  m en  g a v e  h im ent ree,  he m a d e  a few a c q u a i n t a n c e s  — 
he  m e t  M a l l a r m é ,  for example ,  a n d  a t t e n d e d  dances ,  d inner s  
a n d  reviews.  H e  obser ved  the déco l le tag e  of the  w om en and  
the i r  j e a lo us  a n d  pe tty w a y s  with a caus t ic  t o n g u e  a n d  d i s a p ­
p ro v in g  eye. H e  w a s  a t t rac te l  a n d  repuls ed  by  the pros t i tu tes  
in the s t r ee t s .  M o r e  comple te ly  th a n  ever before  he w a s  alone.  
And  wi th  his fami ly  and  his  sm a l l  ci rc le  of  f r iends  no long er  
abo ut  h im he decided in one  of the d e pr e ss io ns  t h a t  se t t led  like 
the  P a r i s  w in te r  on  him: «I am not  m a d e  for sol i tude».

D u r i n g  the  m o n t h s  of his  s t a y  in P a r i s ,  his f a th er  severa)  
t imes  ra i sed the  problem of his fu ture  ca reer  and  of his p ro b ­
able m arr ia ge .  Who  w a s  to succeed  thi s  formidable  m a n  who 
h a d  developed  the fam i ly  fo r tunes  lo the  peak  they h ad  then 
a t t a in e d ?  T h a t  w a s  a ques t io n  no  good s on  of the n ine teen th  
ce n t ur y  m i g h t  ignore.  T h a t  fortune,  as  the product  of the 
effort  of o n e  m a n ,  w a s  a n  a d m i r a b l e  a n d  enviab le  g ra n d e  
o eu vre  a n d  for  Ot le t  th e re  w a s  a co m p e l l in g  du t y  to  see  th a t  
it a n d  the s p h e re s  of family in te r es t s  were  m a i n t a i n e d  a nd  
extended .  Af ter  lo n g  a n d  pa infu l  soul  se a r c h i n g  he e v ent ua l ly  
dec ided to  en t e r  the wor ld  of b us in ess  wi th  his f a the r  when  
he comple ted  h i s  s tudies ,  a n d  to sacr if ice for Fe rnande ,  
w hom he  w a s  de te rm in e d  now  lo m a k e  his wife,  all his a m b i ­
t ions  in science.  «If  I c a n ’t  have  F enny» ,  he wrote,  «I shall  
be a de s p e ra te  man.»

It shou ld  be unde rs to od ,  however,  th a t  th i s  w a s  not  an 
ea sy  su r r end e r .  D u r i n g  h is  s t a y  of about  six m o n t h s  in Par i s ,  
Ot le t  w ork ed  a s  h a r d  as  eve r  at  his  s tudies .  Sociology,  law, 
poli t ical  e con om y  a n d  s om e  h is tor y  con t in ued  to be the 
su bje c t s  of his  specula t ions .  But they se em ed  n o w  to chase  
the i r  t ai ls  in h i s  head  wi thout  g o i n g  very  fa r  fo rw a rd  a nd  
this m a y  h a v e  led to an  eas ie r  r enunc ia t io n  of them.  In Fe b­
ru a ry  of 1889 he w e n t  to pay h is  fami ly  a v i s i t  in the i r  newly 
pu rchased  and  e le g a n t  vi l la a t  Nice the  v i l la  Valère ,  na m e d  
for his s tepm oth er .  Here ,  f inally,  he cap i t u la te d  to agnos t ic i sm.  
Indeed,  he  b e g a n  to rea l ise  w he n  he  r e tu r n e d  lo  P a r i s  af ter  
b ro od in g  t h ro u g h  the  long,  w e a r y i n g  d a y s  of h i s  s t a y  a t  Nice, 
t h a t  m e tap hys ic s ,  which h ad  once m e a n t  so  m uch  to him,  w a s  
ac tua l ly  a s n a r e  a n d  a delus ion.  Whe n  he appl ied  it to life «I 
come eve ry where  to i r reduc ible  an t inomies» .  C ha nce ,  he decided,  
not  des ign ,  p re s id ed  ove r  the  deve lopment  of  ideas ,  « the  develop-
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men(  of  all ins t i tu t ions ,  of all th eo r ie s  of al l  pol it i cal  a nd  
social  o r ga n i sa t i on » .  O n  the  eve of r e t u r n i n g  to  B rus se l s  once 
a g a i n ,  a t  the  end of his shor t  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  od yss ey  in Par i s ,  
he e n u n c ia t e d  a credo:

I believe in  th e  g re a t p rin c ip les  of positiv ism  anti ev o lu tion : th e  fo r­
m atio n  by evo lu tion  of th in g s  —  th e  re la tiv ism  of kn o w led g e  and  the 
h is to r ic a l'fo rm a tio n  of concepts.

A s  for  re l ig ion,  he  h a d  come to believe, a l o n g  w i t h  Spencer,  
th a t  there  w a s  s om e  g rea t  U n k n o w a b l e  which  w e  reach  for­
w a r d  to in the  dark .  A nd a s  for the  g r e a t  w o r k  of sy nt hes i s  
so con f ident ly  begun :

I am  n o  lo n g er a n y th in g  m ore  th a n  a cu rio u s a m a teu r  w ho  fin d s It 
in te re s tin g  how  th in g s  a re  form ed, how  id eas  g ro w  a n d  develop 
(w ith o u t som e su p e rio r idea ta k in g  precedence) by  th e  sim ple  conflic t 
of forces (b lind , 1 th ink) from  b ru te  n a tu re  up  to  th e  w orld  o f p sy ch o ­
logy and  socio logy , n ecessa rily  ta k in g  all so rts  o f d iffe ren t a r ra n g e ­
m en ts  w hich em erge  from  th e  o th e rs  in a n  ev o lu tio n ary  fash ion . 
A nd I n o  lo n g er to r tu re  m yself ab o u t a life o f in te llec tu a l an tinom ies... 
1 m ere ly  n o te  them .

At Nice  he  had  rea l i sed  th a t
th e  p lea su re  of h a v in g  an  ab so lu te  goal in life, a noble career, a g re a t 
ta sk  to  pe rfo rm  w a sn 't  possib le. I t  w a s  n ecessa ry  th a t m y th o u g h ts  
sh o u ld  p lu n g e  to  the b o ttom  of th e  abyss. The ease  of d e sp a ir isn 't 
possib le  to  one  w ith  illu sio n s rem a in in g . Now, w ith  n o th in g  p re ju d g ed , 
n o  illusions, no  fa c titio u s  d u t ie s — I am  free.

B R U SSE L S AGAIN. GRA DUA TIO N, M A RRIAGE

He w as ,  of course ,  not  free, bu t  had  m a t u r e d  a l i t t le in 
P a r i s .  In M a y  1889 he m a d e  a t r i p  to  Ber l in.  H is  few ecs ta t ic  
d a y s  t he re  w e r e  l ike a « sy m p h o n y  of love» a n d  F e r n a n d e  at  
l a s t  p romised  to become his wife. But  im p o r t a n t  e x a m in a t i o n s  
were  l ooming  up in A u gus t .  His loss of fai th  a ro u s e d  sc rup les  
in h im abo ut  c o n t i n u i n g  h is  s tu d ie s  a t  the U ni ve r s i té  de 
Louvain .  He  dec ided to t r a n sf e r  lo the Un ive rs i té  Libre de 
Bruxe l les .  Th e  last  m o n th s  of 1889 were  occupied  wi th  some 
of the  e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e m a i n i n g  before lie could  tak e  h i s  degree.  
A u g u s t  w a s  en l ivened  by his fa the r ’s e lec tora l  c a m p a i g n  in 
which  he s e e m s  to h a v e  ta ken  s om e  par t .  A f t e r w a r d s  he v i ­
s i ted P a r i s  a g a i n  a n d  then  F e r n a n d e  in Berl in.  Eve ntu a l ly ,  
h i s  unc le ,  P a u l  Hége r .  w a r n e d  h im s te rn ly  t h a t  he  could  not  
expect  to  p a s s  h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n s  by s p e n d i n g  a w i n t e r  in 
P a r i s ,  a s  he h a d  resolved to do, a nd  in t ra ve l l i ng .  Ch as t en ed ,  
Ot le t  r e tu r n e d  to B rus se l s  a nd  the  U ni ve r s i té  Libre for  the  
w in te r  t e rm.  E a r l y  in 1890 he  pa s se d  two of th r ee  e x a m i n a ­
t ions  tha t  we re  left before he could tak e  his degree .

The final e x am in a t io n  w a s  in October  1890 a nd  the year 
d r a g g e d  s lowly on t o w a r d s  the  c ri t ical  m o m e n t  wi th  let te rs  
f rom F e r n a n d e  occas iona l  b r igh t  s po ts  in it. In Apri l  he spent  
severa l  weeks  in Italy.  H e  had  le a rn ed  I ta l i a n  a s  a boy a nd
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w a s  f luent  in it. In  J u l y  he  w e n t  to N o r w a y  w h e r e  he wa s  
sa d  a n d  introspec tive .  Gloom  se t t led  m o r e  a n d  more  heavi ly  
on h im a s  the  y e a r  a d v a n c e d  t o w a r d s  the  f ina l  s t ru g g le .  There  
w a s  a « r e t u r n i n g  s a d n e s s  and  melancholy» .  «I a m  like a fish 
in a n  a q u a r iu m » ,  he  wrote ,  « s e p a ra te d  f rom the  g r e a t  ocean  
by s t r o n g  g l as s» .  H e  longe d  for the so lace of  a life wi th 
F e r n a n d e  a n d  th e  inte l lec tua l  ease  of b road,  g e n e r a l ,  ab s t r a c t  
s tud i es .  T h o u g h  he  m u s t  have  a car ee r

m oney d o e sn 't m ean a n y th in g  to  me. I am  in te res ted  in the un iversal, 
th e  good of a ll. In  b u siness it is  n ecessa ry  to  defend  o n e 's  ow n in te ­
re s t to  th e  d e trim en t o f those  of o n e 's  ne ig h b o u rs . W ith o u t doub t I like 
th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f fo rtune, n a tu ra l a d v a n ta g e s , b u t I c an n o t see  in 
them  a n y  c la im  to  g lo ry  fo r me.

The g r a n d i o s e  p ic tu re  he  h ad  h ad  of the  law in h i s  you ng e r ,  
m o re  innocen t  d a y s  of  unconf ine d  specula t ion  w a s  rep l aced  by 
an o th e r  —  « w h a t  a ho r ror  i h a v e  of thi s  law,  of t he se  p a r t i ­
cu la rs ,  so  dead ,  so  de tai led».  But  d r a w i n g  h imse l f  forward  
on  w h a t  he de scr ibed  a s  the  knees  of  h i s  «b lack pess imism»,  
a lmo s t  c o n s u m e d  by his belief in « the f inal  u se le ss n ess  of 
effort»,  fee l ing  h imse l f  no m o re  t h a n  the  s q u a r e  roo t  of  a soul  
divided by zero,  he  b ro u g h t  h imse lf  to si t  for h i s  final e x a m i ­
na t io ns  and  to  m ake  a decis ion to begin  a legal  c a r e e r  a fter  
he left the  Un ivers i ty ,  to go  to the P a l a i s  de J u s t i c e  a nd  
become,  a s  he  h a d  p l a n n e d  y e a r s  earl ie r ,  a l awyer .  P i c a r d  as 
so often before,  w a s  the  d e t e r m i n i n g  inf luence.  «Com e lo the 
bar»,  s a i d  P ic ard ,  «lile b a r  i sn’t the  law,  bu t  th e r e  is there  
an  élite, a g r e a t  co n f r a te rn i ty  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  on  g r e a t  p r i n ­
ciples.  Lis ten for you r  'voice'  there».  In October  1890. his 
D octora t en D ro it comple ted  he  becam e  a s ta g ia ire , an  a rt ic led  
clerk,  to P ic a rd .  O n  December  9, 1890 a f te r  so m a n y  ye a r s  of 
cour t sh ip ,  he  m a r r ie d  F e rn a n d e .  In the  New Year  of 1891. 
twenty  th ree  ye a rs  old,  lie b e g a n  his  car ee r  in the wor ld  as 
b u s in e s s -m a n  a n d  lawyer  acco rd in g  to the reso lu t i ons  he had 
taken  as  a youth.

F O O T N O T E S

1. The form al do cu m en tatio n  of O tle t’s  fam ily  is av a ilab le  in  a num ber of 
leg a l d o cum en ts, th e  m o st im p o rta n t o f w hich is  th a t re la ted  to  O tlc t's  
d ivo rce  in  1908. T his m ay  be described a s  E tu d e  d e  M a ître  T oym ans, 
notaire. D e la I" c -4 c co m p a ritio n  I t  A vr il 1908— 15 Ja n vier 1909: 
D em andes de D ivorce, par M. & M m e. O tlet-G loner. I i i  th is docum ent 
a re  se t ou t a d e ta iled  ev a lu a tio n  of O tle t 's  household effects, his m a rr i­
age  se ttle m e n t, his sou rces of incom e, to g e th e r w ith  n o tarised  d o c u ­
m ents of b irth  fo r him self, h is w ife and  ch ild ren , of his m arriag e , and  
of the b irth  and  d ea th  of g ra n d p a re n ts  and  so  on.

2. The d ia ry  co n sis ts  of seven vo lum es, each  m ade up  of 4 notebooks, each 
notebook n u m b erin g  50 pages. T here  a rc  a lso  a num ber of notebooks not 
p a r t  of volum es. O n occasion , O tle t  p a s ted  in to  th e  no tebooks p a g e s  of
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sc rib b lin g  com pleted  w hen he w a s  w ith o u t them , to g e th e r w ith  sm all 
pocket no tebooks filled w ith  accoun ts of h is  tra v e ls  — to  R ussia , to  
E n g la n d — the so r t  of th in g  do n e  in  tra in s  and  c a r r ia g e s  to  w h ile  aw ay  
the tim e. The m an u scrip t is in g e n e ra l v e ry  d ifficu lt and a t tim es quite  
illeg ib le, especially  w here  he h a s  m ad e  jo tt in g s  in m ov ing  vehicles. No 
se p a ra te  re ference  is  m ad e  to  en trie s  in  th e  D iary  in  th is  w ork.

3. Ile  du  L evan t. B ruxelles: E . G uyot, 1882. 39 pp.

4. E dm ond P icard , 1836— 1924, w as  a s tr ik in g  ch arac te r. A fter th ree  y ears 
a t soa he took a  b r illian t D octora t en D roit a t th e  U n iversité  Libre de  
B ruxelles. T hen a s  b a rris te r , leg a l sch o lar and  in n o v a to r, trav e lle r, m ili­
ta n t  so c ia lis t, p a tro n  of th e  a r ts ,  m em ber of the B e lg ian  S en a te  for the 
w orker's  p a r ty  and  soc ial c ritic , he  becam e a n  o u ts ta n d in g  f ig u re  in  B el­
g ian  in te llec tu a l circles.

5. A rm an d -A u g u ste-F erd in an d  T hiéry, 1868—4955, w en t to  th e  U n iversité  
d e  L o u v ain  in  O c to b er 1886. H e becam e a  p ro tég é  of C a rd in a l M ercier, 
p ro fesso r in th e  In s t i tu t  S upérieu r de  P h ilosophie  se t up  a t  L ouvain  by 
th e  C a rd in a l, w orked u n d e r  W u n d t in L eipzig  in psycho logy  a n d  then  
d irec ted  a lab o ra to ry  for experim en tal psychology  s e t up  by M ercier, 
in  1894 he w a s  a tta ch ed  to  th e  facu lty  o f m edicine. H e  w a s  o rda ined  
in  1896.

6. P au l H é g e r, 1846—il925, ev en tu a lly  becam e R ector then  P re s id e n t o f the 
U niversity .

7. The pam p h le t in  w hich F e rn an d e  show ed such  a re so lu te  d is in te rest 
w a s  L 'A friq u e  a u x  noirs, B ruxelles: F e rd in an d  L a rd e r , 1888. I t  con ta ined  
a p lea  lo  re tu rn  (American N eg ro es to  A frica,

8. In  a n  ano n y m o u s p am p h le t on  the occasion  of his fa th e r 's  d eath , O tle t 
described his fa th e r 's  career. H is fa th e r had  had a h a n d  in e s tab lish in g  
19 tram w a y  sy s tem s in  such  d iv erse  p laces a s  The H ag u e , M unich, M o s­
cow , M ad rid , A lex an d ria  a n d  N aples. The 8 -page  p am p h le t is en titled  
E d ouard  O tle t and  h as no  fo rm al im p rin t d e ta ils . It w a s  p rin ted  in 
B ru sse ls  by  O sca r L am b erty , th e  p r in te r  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  of 
B ib liog raphy .

C h a p t e r  11
F R O M  U N I V E R S A L  K N O W L E D G E  

T O  S Y N T H E T I C  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

A N X IO U S D IR E C T IO N L E S S , PO SIT IV ISM

M a r r i a g e  proved,  a t  l e as t  a t  the beg in n in g ,  a del ight ,  
t h o u g h  it reso lved  n o n e  of O t le t ' s  in te l lec tua l  confl ict s.  F e r ­
n a n d e  s e e m s  to h a v e  been a feckless,  chi ldl ike w o m a n ,  a p p a r ­
en t ly  meek  a n d  demu re ,  bu t  wilful a n d  not  m uc h in te res ted  
in his  work.  As he  be cam e  bu s ie r  in his da ily a ffai rs ,  Ot le t  
would  s o m e t im es  no te  on ly  a c h ance  r e m a r k  of he rs  in his 
diary:  « D ar l in g ,  I a m  not  deve loping .  I wil l  a l w a y s  be a li t t le 
no th in g  —  n o th in g  a t  ali».  T h o u g h  she  r a n  up e n o rm o u s  bil ls 
at  the  h a b e r d a s h e r s  a n d  h e r  s o j o u r n s  in Ber l in  wi th  her  family 
se em ed  to h im s o m e t i m e s  too  long,  sh e  w a s  a n x io u s  to p lease  
him,  and  he ten de r ly  an x io us  to protec t  her.  « D ar l in g ,  you 
m u s t  love me, j u s t  a s  I am.  I am n a u g h t y  gir i ,  a r e n ’t I? 1 m ake  
you  cry».

In the first  few yea r s  of m a r r i a g e  he di scovered  th a t  whi le  he 
still  of ten lacked  en e rg y ,  the  a cu te  de p re ss i on s  of h i s  youth  
h a d  gone.  Yet now he w a s  a prey to a f requent  a nd  nos ta lg ic  
sadne s s ,  d i s t u r b i n g  in its u n e xpe c te dn es s  a n d  not  eas i ly  to  be 
expla ined.  H is  l i t t le  Fenny ,  as  he ca l led her,  h a d  d isp laced 
so m e th in g  deep inside  h im w h o s e  ab se n c e  he found it in h i m ­
self  to  regre t .  She ,  on  her  part ,  w a s  ob scur e ly  a w a r e  of  this 
and  e n c o u r a g e d  h im to c u l t i va te  more  e a rn e s t l y  h i s  former 
i r iends ,  to  go  out  in the wo r ld  m o re  in o r d e r  to c o m b a t  these  
ves t ig es  of  o ld feel ings  w e l l in g  up so ana c h ro n i s t i c a l l y  in 
h im — «look up  y o u r  successful  f r iends a n d  th ink  a l it t le bit 
about  me, bu t  d o n ’t be lonely».  P e r h a p s  th i s  it to s ay  only th a t  
m a r r i a g e ,  upon w hic h  he h ad  se t  so m uc h  store,  could  not  be, 
g iven  F e r n a n d e ’s  c h a ra c te r ,  the  pa n a c e a  for h i s  lo n g  felt need 
of co ng en ia l  in te l lec tua l  co m pa n io ns hi p ,  of  s om e  g r e a t  t a s k  to 
do  in life.

N or  did the la w  prove  sa t i s fac tory .  At th e  b a r  he  w a s  
inde ed  a t  the  inte l lec tua l  a n d  socia l  hu b  of Brusse l s .  O n e  of
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his  fel low s ta g ia ire s  a nd  la te r  Be lg ian  s t a t e s m a n .  Henr i  C a r ­
ton de  W ia r t ,  h a s  described those  l ively d a y s  in h i s  r e m i­
n iscences of the ir  m a ître , P i c a r d . 1 B rus se l s  w a s  a self -con­
sc ious ly  provinc ia l  town  m o v in g  t o w a r d s  the in te r na t iona l  
eminence  it en jous  today.  A long  the fash ionable  A v e n u e  Louise,  
on the he ig ht s  of  the  town,  all the young ,  the weal thy ,  those 
r i s in g  in society,  those  received into it, c a r r ie d  ou t  the r i tual  
of see ing  a n d  be in g  seen.  The  wor ld  of  co m m erc e  a n d  the 
wor ld  of the  poor lay,  as  it still  does,  below.  At the 
head  of the  A v e n u e  Louise,  p o n d e r o u s  a n d  v a s t  a n d  t o w e r in g  
above  th e  city,  s tood  the P a l a i s  de Jus t i ce .  In i t s  c o r r id o r s  
echoed all th e  r u m o u r s  a n d  s c a n d a l s  of th e  city. The  e n c o u n ­
te rs  of  l a wy e rs ,  c l ients  a nd  c l e rks  a s  the y  w e n t  ab ou t  their  
a f f a i r s  offered o p p o r tu n i t y  a t h o u s a n d  t imes  a d ay  for the 
a i r i n g  a n d  p romo t io n  of the  con t rov er s ie s  of  the  t ime.  H e re  
Ot le t  c i rcu l a t ed  w i t h  P i c a rd  a n d  his fellow clerks.  Inev i tab ly  
his a c q u a in ta n ce  ex tended .  H e  jo ined  v a r i o u s  c lu bs  a nd  a s s o ­
c i a t io ns  such a s  the Cerc l e  du J e u n e  B a r r e a u  de  Bruxe l les  in 
whose  j o u r n a l ,  P a la is , he  b e g a n  to publ ish a r t ic les ,2 the G r o u ­
pe de Ligogne ,  a n d  the Assoc ia t ion  et C o m p t e  Rendu du 
jo u r n a l  a e s  T r ib u n a u x , th e  legal  n e w s p a p e r  a p p e a r i n g  twice 
weekly,  w i t h  the  pr em is es  of which  al l  of  th e  s ta g ia ire s  of 
P i c a rd ,  a  founder -ed itor ,  soon becam e  fami l iar .

But  h i s  a t t i tude!  «The  B a r  — w h a t  misery!  O u r  t im e  goes 
by in s c r aps ;  o u r  seven  y e a r s  of h u m ani t ie s ,  o u r  four  yea rs  at  
the  un iver s i ty  em ployed  in s t up id  ac t s  of  p rocedure. . .» And 
a g a i n ,  «no  ca se  or  the  prac t ica l  s tudy  of la w  g ives  me the 
leas t  sa t i s fac t ion» .  A lw ays  P ic a rd  stood by a s  an  inte llectua l 
c a ta ly s t ,  a r t i cu la te ,  percept ive,  e n c o u r a g i n g .  On e  d a y  he 
sa id :  «A B a r r i s t e r  for m e  is not  s om eon e  w ho h a s  a lot of c a ­
ses .  T h a t  is inc idental .  H e  is a m a n  wh o a l w a y s  a n d  in all 
t h i n g s  a nd  eve ry w h e re  fol lows the  idea  of  Just ice .»  But ,  af te r  
a year ,  Otle t ,  s t r u g g l i n g  with a se nse  of  fai lure,  could take  no 
comfor t  in this. Tho ug h  he de tes ted his work,  he felt tha t  m a n y  
of his c o m p a n io n s  h a d  a l r e a d y  become successful  by- 
p u s h i n g  thems elves  fo rw ard  while he  ha d  fal len behind .  And 
the  a d m ir a b le  P ic ard ,  fiery and  inf luent ia l  a s  he  w as ,  could 
no t  conv inc e  h im tha t  a d e q u a t e  c o m pe nsa t i on  for l imi ted  a d ­
v a n c e m e n t  w a s  lo be found in t h e  d i s in t e r es ted  p u r s u i t  of  a 
lega l  ideal .  S u r r o u n d e d  by those  wi th  w hom he w ou ld  later  
h a v e  c o n s t a n t  d e a l i n g s  in the  G o v e r n m e n t  an d  e l sewhere ,  he 
exper ienced,  like the o ns e t  of a di sease ,  an  in c r e a s i n g  s e n s e  of 
isolat ion a nd  lonel iness .  The  u r g i n g  of h i s  wi fe t h a t  he should  
g o  ab ou t  m or e  a n d  c u l t i va te  these  m en  w a s  of l i t t le help; nor 
w a s  the  b i r th  of  h i s  f irst  chi ld.  Marce l ,  as  p rou d  as  he  w a s  of 
him.  a n d  g ra te fu l  to be a s s u r e d  of a successor.

The  problem,  the  b a s i s  of  h i s  r a n k l i n g  d is conten t ,  w a s ,  a s
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a lw ay s ,  th a t  of  f in d i ng  an  occupa t io n  «w here  t he re  is much in­
te l lec tua l  life... w h e r e  th e re  will be g r e a t  d iver s i t y  which  will 
l e ad  to s o m e t h i n g  rea l  for  myse l f  a nd  society»- H e  looked 
v a in ly  for s om e  end ,  s om e  goa l ,  howeve r  v a g u e  it m ig h t  be, 
which could become a ba s i s  for  « a t t a c k i n g  eve ry th in g» .  He  
ye a rn e d  for  «a guide ,  to be  involved in s o m e  co m p a n y  of work  
u n d e r  the di rec t ion  of s o m e  leader  w ho  will b r i n g  m e  to the  
c onques t  of  a g r e a t  ideal».  In a m o m e n t  of in t rospec t ion ,  he  
obse rved  t h a t  he w a s  a m a n

w ho lias l ittle  need for th e  society  o f a p p ea ran ces , o f pub lic  opinion, 
b u t o n ly  fo r th e  soc ie ty  o f som e few good friends , a n d  above a ll of 
th e ir id eas. A m a n  w ho lo v es u n a n sw e rab le  questions. A m an  w ho de­
sires  to  effec t a n  oeuvre, so m eth in g  c o n tin u in g , g ra n d  a n d  ab so rb in g .

Yet w hen  he  looked a r o u n d  him,  al l  th a t  could be observed  
a b r o a d  w a s  t h e  spec t r e  of  in tel lec tua l  ana rc hy .  «It  se em s th a t  
fac t s  a r e  too comp lex  to be e m b ra c e d  by o u r  b r a i n s »  E v e r y ­
w here  ne w id eas  w e re  a p p e a r i n g  but  they  seemed to h im « to o  
gene ra l ,  too co nt ra d i c to ry ,  too confused  ye t  to  gu id e  v ig o rou s  
act ion».  F o r  himse lf ,  he  ha d  deve loped such an  a w a r e n e s s  of 
the i r  complex i ty  t h a t  he h a d  been led a w a y  f rom a belief  in 
the i r  «a b so lu te  sys té ma t i s a t ion» .  H is  ow n ideas ,  indeed,  had  
become in s om e  w a y  fluid and  shape less .  «I do n ’t h a v e  any  
fixed ideas ,  but  e m b r y o s  of dif ferent  ideas,  neve r  p us hed  to 
conclus ions,  l ike a v a g u e  se n t i m e n t  t h a t  ho lds  them grouped».  
P e r h a p s  he could  no t  s a y  so c le a r l y  a nd  sur e ly  in 1892 w h a t  
he ha d  a ss e r te d  so bo ldly  on ly  the  year  before,  th a t  h i s  in te res t  
w a s  abo ve  all «in the  un iversa l  life» whos e  «synthe t ic  e x p r e s ­
sion at  each  m o m e n t  of  i ts  evolut ion»  it w a s  his a b i d i n g  p le a­
s u r e  to  d i scover .  Nev e r the le ss  be co n t i n u ed  to  cu l t iva te ,  could  
not  escape  a preoccupat ion  wi th,  the not ion  of a «unifying,  
g r o u p i n g  se n t i m e n t»  w hic h  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  he  s t u d y  « the  
whole,  the  la w s  of  th e  p r o g r e s s  of  society,  of  psychology».

In a t t e m p t i n g  to  u n d e r s t a n d  O t le t ’s  inte l lec tua l  d i l e m m a s  
a n d  the  so lu t io ns  he  w a s  on  th e  br ink  of d i s cov e r in g  for them 
one  shou ld  s t a n d  back a l it t le to see  h im in the  contex t  of his 
t imes.  H is  t h o u g h t  w a s  by no  m e a n s  or ig ina l .  H e  had  a b s o r b ­
ed and  rejected the re l ig ious  te ach in g  of  the J e su i t s  for P o s i ­
t ivism.  The  e s s e n c e  of  Pos i t iv i sm  as  developed in th e  m idd le  
of the n in e t een th  c e n tu ry  by A u g u s t e  Comte ,  l ay  in the Law 
of Three  S t a g e s  a n d  the Cl ass i f ica t ion  of  the  Sc iences.  The Law 
of the  Three  S t a g e s  as se r te d  t h a t  as  the  m in d  deve loped,  it 
pas sed  t h ro u g h  a s t a g e  of theological  ex p la n a t i o n  of  the 
wor ld,  to a s t a g e  of  metaphys ica l  ex p la n a t i o n ,  to  the f inal  
pos i t ive s t a g e  w h e r e  all could  be ex p la in ed  in t e r m s  of s c ie n­
tific t r u th .  As  the  m i n d  p ro g re s s e d  th r o u g h  these  s t a g e s ,  it 
did so  in a def in i te  o r d e r  of d isc ip l ines  which  becam e  in c re a ­
s ing ly  in te rd ep en d en t  a n d  complex.  At the  f irs t  level s tood 
m a th e m a t ic s ,  fol lowed by phys ics  a n d  chemis t ry ,  then  c a m e
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biology,  a n d  e v e ry th in g  th a t  c am e  before c u lm i n a t e d  in p sy ­
chology  a n d  soc iology.  Soc io logy ,  the queen  of sc iences ,  w a s  
v iewed  a s  a «un i fy in g»  sc ience.  W h a t  w a s  of  p r i m a r y  im p o r ­
ta nce  for the posi t iv i s t  phi losopher  w a s  the  fo rm at ion  of a 
« su b je c t i v e  synthes i s »  of pos i t ive  k n o w le d g e  as  a w a y  of e n ­
v i s a g i n g  a n d  d i r e c t i n g  the  deve lo pm en t  of society.

H a v in g  w orked h is  w ay  up  th e  lad d e r of th e  sciences by  th e  a p p ro p ria ­
te  ob jec tive  m eth o d s, th e  ph ilo so p h er h a v in g  sca led  th e  h e ig h ts  o f so ­
cio logy , could  th en  trav e l dow n  th e  lad d e r a g a in  a n d  c o n s tru c t a 
sy n th e s is  of them  in th e  l ig h t  o f th e  u n ique  a n d  e sse n tia l in s ig h t in to  
th e  in ferio r sc iences a ffo rd ed  by socio logy  a n d  b e a r in g  in  m in d  the 
req u irem en ts  of h u m an ity  rev ea led  by  it.3

The e n d u r i n g  im p o r t a n c e  of  Pos i t iv i sm  for the n in e t een th  c en ­
tu r y  lay  in i ts  e m p h a s i s  on  the  scientif ic method ,  in its rejec­
t ion of m e taphys i cs ,  in i ts u t i l i t a r i an  e thic of good  for H u m a n i ­
ty,  in i ts  c l a i m s  for soc iology,  a w o rd  co in ed  by Co mt e ,  and  
in i ts  bel ief  in the  possibi l i ty,  the  necessi ty,  for  syn thes i s .  
Th is  las t ,  the  no t ion of  synthe s i s ,  is an  essen t ia l  fea ture  of 
Pos i t iv i sm.  F o r  C o m te  «posi t ive  ge ne ra l i t i e s»  w e re  ab le  to o r ­
g a n i s e  al l  of h u m a n  rea l i ty  a s  m an i fe s te d  in h i s to ry  a n d  w ou ld  
lead  it g r a d u a l l y  t o w a r d s  s om e  k ind  of uni ty.  O n e  c o m m e n t a ­
tor, P i e r r e  Ducassé e ,  h a s  pu l  it this  way:

The positiv is tic  m in d  co o rd in a te s  all th a t  is  c e rta in , real, usefu l, precise, 
bu t from  a re la fiv e  a n d  o rg a n ic  p o in t of view  re la tiv e  to  m an  co n sid e ­
red in  h is  in te lle c tu a l h is to ry , and  re la tiv e  to  m an  conceived of as 
b e a rin g  soc ial v a lu es; o rg a n ic  by v ir tu e  o f th e  c o n tin u in g  p re p o n d er­
ance of th e  soc io log ical p o in t o f 'v ie w , the sou rce  o f th e  concep tion  of 
ensem ble , th e  v e ritab le  sy n op tic  c en tre  o f po sitiv e  kn o w led g e  and  
m o ra l ac tio n .4

In  D u c a s s é e ’s op in ion  the  whole of C o m t e ’s life a n d  work  
w a s  a ba t t l e  a g a i n s t  d i sper s iv e  spec i a l i sm s ,  for  C o m te  e m p h a ­
sised,  abov e  all ,  « the  a r t  of coord ina t ion ,  of  th e  c or re la t io n  of 
a n a l y s i s  wi t h  synthes i s ,  the  pruden t ,  precise,  g e n e r a l i s i n g  a s ­
s im i la t io n  of the  resu l t s  of c o n te m p o ra ry  science».5

Po s i t i v i s m  enjoved  s om e  po pu la r i t y  in E n g l a n d ,  a s  e l se ­
where ,  both for i ts  o w n  sake ,  a n d  as  s o m e t h i n g  in opposi t ion  
to  w hic h  o th e r  pos i t ions  could  he defined.  H e r b e r t  S pencer  
s a w  his posi t ion  a s  opposed  to C o m t i a n  Positivism.® Yet it 
sh ow ed  m a n y  po in ts  of s imi lar i ty .  Sp e n c e r  f i rmly bel ieved in 
th e  poss ib il i ty  of o b t a i n i n g  pos it ive k n o w le d g e  a n d  in the  va lu e  
of sy n th e s i s in g  it. Indeed ,  for h im phi losophy w a s  no  less 
t h a n  «comple te ly unif ied knowle dge » .7 H e  w a s  led from con­
s i d e r i n g  the  essen t i a l  phe n o m e n a  of M a t t e r  a n d  Mot ion  to the 
pr obl em  of the  pers i s tence  of Force,  a n d  f rom th e re  to  the 
L a w s  of Evolu t ion  in t e r m s  of  which  ali k n o w l e d g e  could  be 
unified.  Th e  L aw s of Evolu t ion  hold t rue,  he asser ted ,  for each 
order  of ex is tence and  he w e n t  on  d o g g e d ly  in the  deca­
des  a f te r  h i s  F irst P rin c ip les  o f a  N ew  S y s te m  o f P h ilo so p h y  
to  « i n te rpr e t  t h e  de ta i led  p h e n o m e n a  of Life, M i n d  a n d  Soc ie ty
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In  te r m s  of M a t t e r ,  M ot io n  a n d  Force» ( t h a t  is the  e le m e n ta ry  
par t ic les ,  a s  it were ,  f rom w hich  ali evolves)  in a ser ies  of 
v o l u m e s  fo rm in g  his S y n th e t ic  P h ilo so p h y . These  b e g a n  to a p ­
p e a r  in 1864 a n d  the e n t i r e  w o r k  a f te r  m a n y  r e p r i n t i n g s ,  revis­
ions a n d  a d d i t i o n s  w a s  f ini shed in 1893. S pencer  w a s  widely- 
r e a d  on  the  C o n t i n e n t  a n d  w a s ,  indeed,  o ne  of the  m o s t  h ighly 
re g a r d e d  phi l osophe rs  of h i s  t ime.8

Ot le t  r e a d  Sp e n c e r  very  eager ly .  When  he  dec la red  his  
fai th in 1889, it w a s  in P o s i t i v i s m  a n d  Evolut ion.  H e  ha d  gone  
to P a r i s  in 1888 wi th  a sy n th e s i s in g  formula  ba se d  on the 
n o t io n  of  Force .  H e  s a w  th e  d i sc ip l ines  a s  r i s i n g  in complexi ty  
a n d  im p o r ta n c e  to Soc iology.  K n o w le d g e  he  recogni sed  as 
re la t ive .  The  s l o g a n s  of  C o m t i a n  P o s i t iv i s m  a n d  S p e n c e r ’s  
« S y n t h e t i c  Ph i lo sop hy» all in te r tw in e d  in h i s  mind ,  to ge the r  
w i t h  th os e  of Al f red  Fouil lée,  em in e n t  in h i s  da y  b u t  now a l ­
m o s t  forgot ten .  Fo ui l lé e’s synthe t ic  pr inc ip le  w a s  t h a t  of the  
idée-force. While  in P a r i s  Ot le t  h a d  noted  in h i s  d a i r y  t h a t  he 
w a s  neve r  bored  w hen  s t u d y i n g  m o d e r n  phi losophy wi th  its 
« l a r g e  c l as se s  a n d  synt he t ic  theor ies»,  a n d  th a t

I t 's  F ouillée  w hom  I ho ld  in m o st a ffection . H e  is  even  m ore  m odern
th an  Spencer, m ore  com prehensive  th a n  him, he  com p le tes him. Ile
Rives — a s  little  a s  I can  ju d g e  it — th e  m ost g e n e ra l fo rm ula , the
idée-force, a g a in s t  n a tu ra lis m  and  idealism .

Id eas  Foui l lée  e n dow ed  wi th  force b ecau se  of the  w a y  they 
c ou ld  per s i s t  a n d  inf luence  behaviour .  For  him,  to th ink  about  
th e  wor ld  w a s  no t  pa ss ive ly  to obser ve  re f lec t ions  in a m i r ­
ror.  Id eas  w e re  act ive,  ab le  th r o u g h  the ir  ac t iv i ty  to cont r ibu te  
t o  the r ea l i s a t io n  of  the i r  objec t .9 H e  a l so  a t te m p t e d  in the  face 
of  posi t iv is t ic  skept ic i sm to r e in s t a te  m e ta p h y s ic s  to a pos it ion 
of phi losophica l  respec tab il i ty .  I t  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d  th a t  his 
not ion of the idée-force  «is u l t im ate ly  a mere ly  ve rba l  concept  
o r  device,  seek in g  to  b r id g e  the  g a p  be tw een  in te r na l  a n d  m e n ­
ta l  p rocesses  a n d  physica l  ac t ions ,  a s  it were ,  by i n s e r t i n g  a 
hyphen  be tw een  t h e m .» 10 Like Spencer ,  Fouil lée  w a s  convinced 
of the im p o r ta n c e  in phi losophy of evolu t io na ry  theor ies  
of deve lopm en t  a nd  bo r rowed  e le m ent s  of  his own  psychological  
e x p la n a t i o n  of  evolu t ion  f rom L am arck ,  D a rw in ,  Sp en ce r  
himself ,  a n d  o lhers .  A n o th e r  of the  com pre he ns iv e  n ine teen th  
c e n tu ry  synt he s i s t s ,  t h ou gh  av owed ly  non-posi t ivi s t ,  in a later  
w ork  he expl ic i t ly took th e  w o r ld  in i tself  a s  his s u b j ec t . 11 His 
ph i losophy g e n e ra l l y  h a d  an  e n d u r i n g  inf luence  on  the  deve lop­
m e n t  of O t l e t ’s th ou gh t .

O n e  should  not ,  however ,  o v e r e s t i m a te  the  im p o r t a n c e  of 
s u c h  inf luences .  Ot le t  s e e m s  to h a v e  adop ted  now one,  now  
a n o t h e r  ph i losophica l  posi t ion on  the  posi t ivi st  s pe c t r um ,  to  
h a v e  rejected on e  a s p e c t  of  a s y s t em  for an  aspec t  of  another ,  
if not  capr ic iou s ly  ye t  wi th ou t  too m uc h intel lec tua l  difficulty.  
H is  c r i t e r ion  se em s to h a v e  been conge nia l i ty .  H e  w a s  h imse l f

27



no philosopher ,  bu t  a n  e a r n e s t  m a n  d is t re sse d  by  the t r ivial i ty 
of  h i s  life a s  s tu d e n t  and  law ye r ,  f lounder ing  am id  the  de ­
br i s  of  his da i ly  a f fa i r s  o r  so m e  kind of me ani ng fu l  act ivi ty.  
H e  took m e a n i n g  w h e r e  he found  it. W h a t  w a s  im p o r t a n t  to 
h im  se e m s  not  to  h a v e  been a ph i lo sophy in i tself,  but  the  
cer t i t ude  it a f forded  him,  the  feel ing of the  wor ld  be ing  
b ro u g h t  wi th in  his  g r a s p .  The  phi losophies  of the  Co m t i an  P o s ­
i t ivi sts ,  a nd  those  of Sp e n c e r  a n d  Foui l lée  w e re  al l  rooted 
in the  exp lodin g  wor ld  of sc ience,  in which they s a w  a d y n a m ­
ism impel l in g  m a n  fo rw ard  to va r iou s ly  conce ived u top ias  
of soc ia l  o rg a n is a t i o n .  A belief  in science,  a re ject ion  of  t r a d i ­
t iona l  m e ta p h y s ic s  not  so co m pl e te  a s  to  pre ve n t  th e  re ten t io n  
of S p e n c e r ’s  U n k n o w a b le ,  for  example ,  w h e n c e  all thought  
s p r i n g s  a n d  wh i th er  all t h o u g h t  tends ,  a convic t ion  a s  to the 
possibi l i ty  of a n d  necess i ty  for a syn th es i s  of know ledge ,  of 
the  kn o w a b le  —  th is  is  w h a t  a pp ea le d  mos t  s t r o n g l y  to h im in 
the  work  of these  ph i losophers .

F o r  Otle t .  sc ience ,  d u r i n g  these  ea r ly  yea r s  of  h i s  in te l ­
lectual  deve lopment ,  w a s  a m ag ica l  word .  Sc ience  did not  m e re ­
ly involve inves t iga t io n  of  a wo r ld  of  concre te  facts ,  w a s  not 
s im ply  empir ica l .  It w a s  s o m e t h i n g  r e a s s u r i n g ,  diffuse,  a m i ­
l ieu of  «pr inc ip les  and  ideas».  Af te r  h i s  s ta y  in P a r i s ,  he be ­
g a n  to r ecog ni se  m o re  clearly,  however ,  th e  complex i ty  a n d  a p ­
p a r e n t  co n t r ad ic t i o n  of ten  in h e ren t  in fac t s  and  ideas,  espec i ­
al ly in the social  sc iences .  To so m e  ex tent  he b e g a n  to ab an d o n  
the  reduc t ion is t  s t r u g g l e  by wh ich  o ne  ho pe s  to s impl ify and  
o r d e r  such  fac t s  a n d  ideas  by the appl i ca t io n  to t h e m  of a p r i n ­
c iple of  sy n th es i s  der ived from th e m  but  which  does not  h a v e  
the  explica t ive ,  p red ic t ive  or  o r g a n i s i n g  pow er  of good  theory. 
Whi le  he ne ve r  lost  h i s  belief in the  necess i ty  for d i s ce rn in g  
o r d e r  in the wor ld  and  g a t h e r i n g  up ob se rv a t i o n s  abo ut  it in t o  
so m e  co m p reh en s iv e  sys t em ,  w hen  c on f ron te d  by  the  i n t r a n s i ­
genc e  of  fact,  the  c o n t r a r i n e s s  of  ideas ,  the s u b t l e  conf l ic t in g  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  worked  in o b se rv a t io n s  of th e  wo r ld  by the  
w eb s  of the ory  cas t  ove r  t h e m  by each  th ink er ,  O t l e t  w a s  g r a ­
dua l ly  led to ackn o w le d g e  th e  pr e e m in e n t  p lace  of  empir ica l  
inves t i ga t io n  a s  a precurs ion  to specula t ion .  Fac ts ,  he w a s  fi­
na l l y  and  f i rml y  led to  declare,  m u s t  « ta ke  possess ion  of all 
ou r  being».

Despi te  such  a sse r t i ons ,  in h i s  f irst  few y e a r s  at  the B a r .  
he  co n t i n u ed  to w r i te  lega l  a r t ic les  a n d  took up  a g a i n  a 
pro jec t  b e g u n  seve ra l  y e a r s  before  a t  Nice  which  in no u n c e r ­
ta in  w a y  exhib i t s  the g e n e ra l i s in g ,  s y n t h e s i s i n g  tenor  of h i s  
m in d .  It involved p u t t i n g  «pol i t ical  e cono m y into fo rmulas» ,  
a n d  wi th  so m e  sa t i s fac t i on  he  observed ,  « I ’ve o b ta in ed  cer ta in  
resul ts .  The  w or k  is very  g r a n d .»  It g a v e  h im conf idence  th a t  
«1 c an  hope  a l i t t le  to fol low up m y  scient if ic  work».  B ut  when  
he cons ide red  his «h or ro r  of t h e  pract ica l»,  his comp uls ion  to
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achieve  so m e th in g  la rg e  a n d  soc ia l ly  va luable ,  his fasc ina t ion  
by sociology,  he w a s  led to  con cept ua l i se  h i s  a im  in life as  
t h a t  of  c r e a t i n g  «p rac t ica l  theories» ,  of  be c o m in g  ab s o r b e d  in 
s o m e  t a s k  of «appl i ed  sociology».  Th e  reduc t ion  of  poli t ical  
e con om y  to for m ul a s  se em s onl y  pa r t l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  such 
a n  a im,  a n d  the v e n t u r e  s e e m s  g r a d u a l l y  to h a v e  lapse d  as 
h i s  in te r e s t s  b e c a m e  c h a n n e l l e d  in a n o t h e r  di rect ion.

T H E  O F F IC E  O F SO C IO L O G IC A L  B IB LIO G R A PH Y

T o w a r d s  the  end of 1891 a Soc iété  des  E t u d e s  Soc ia les  
et  Po l i t iques  w a s  formed in B ru s se l s  by  a n u m b e r  of p r om ine nt  
B e lg ia n  scholars .  Ot le t  obser ved  i ts  e m e rg e n c e  wi th  con ­
s i de ra b le  in te rest ,  a nd  a t  the  end of the year  he confessed  to 
h a v i n g  t w o  p a r t i c u l a r ly  se r i ous  su b je c ts  on  h is  mind .  The  first  
w a s  the fami l i a r  b u t  h a u n t i n g  «ambi t ion  not  for myse l f  b u t  for 
a g r e a t  new c o n t i n u in g  work» ,  the  second,  the former  a p ­
pa ren t l y  g iv en  some focus by the  recent  founda t io n  of the Société 
des  Etudes ,  w a s  «a s o r t  of  ins t i tu te  for the sy nt hes i s  of 
soc io lo gy  a n d  psychology».

H e n r i  La F o n ta in e  d irected  a sec t ion  for  b ib l iog raphy  
wi th in  the  Soc ié té des Etu des .  There  a p p e a r s  to be no  account  
of  the  b e g i n n i n g  of Ot lc t ' s  co l la bor a t io n  wi th  La F o n ta in e  but  
social  a n d  profess iona l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  m u s t  h a v e  soon  qu icke n­
ed a n d  deepened  wi th  the d i scovery of s t r o n g  m u tu a l  in te r ­
ests .  The  two m en  be longe d  to s i m i l a r  l e a rned  and  o ther  so­
ciet ies;  they were  both lawyers ,  th ou gh  La F o n t a i n e  w a s  fif­
teen y e a r s  o lder  t h a n  Ot le t  a n d  h a d  g a i n e d  some em in ence  as  
a j u r i s t  in the  a r ea  of  in te rn a t i o n a l  a r b i t r a t io n .  Like Otlet ,  La 
F o n t a i n e  had  been  a s ta g ia ire  of P i c a r d ’s a n d  had  worked  on 
P i c a r d ' s  m o n u m e n t a l  comp i la t io n  of Be lg ia n  ju r i sp ru de nc e ,  
the  P a n d ec te s  be iges. I t  w a s  c le a r  t h a t  th e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
d u r i n g  1892 a n d  1893 of his f r iendship  wi th La  F o n ta in e  w a s  
of  the u t m o s t  im p o r t a n c e  for Ot le t ,  for  it w a s  to provide  him 
t h r o u g h o u t  mos t  of  his life wi th  th a t  c lose  in te l lec tua l  c o m p a ­
n ions hip  the absen ce  of which  he h a d  so  often la m en te d  in his 
d i a r y . 12

All of P i c a r d ' s  c le rks  p r e s u m a b ly  did the ir  s t in t  of work  
on  th e  P a n d ec te s  b e ig es  which  g r e w  s t ead i l y  in s ize  t h ro u g h o u t  
the  las t  par t  of the  c e n tu ry  a n d  on  into the  twent ie th .  By 
1920, indeed,  it cons is ted  of ove r  100 w e ig h ty  vo lu m es . 13 So m e  
k now le dge  of the u n d e r ly in g  phi losophy of thi s  w o rk  is useful 
in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  foundat i on  in 1893 by O t l e t  a n d  La F o n ­
taine.  on the bas i s  p rovided  by  the Bib l iographica l  Sec tion  of 
the Soc ié té des E t u d e s  Soc ia le s  et  Pol i t iques ,  of  a n  In s t i tu t  
In te rn a t i o n a l  de B ib l i og rap h ie  Sociologique.  In th is  ph i losophy 
o n e  m a y  loca te  th e  sou rce  of  the  n a r r o w i n g  of O t l e t ’s  a t t e n ­
t io n  f rom soc io logy  and  psychology,  f rom the  un i ve rsa l i s t
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sy n th e s i s  of  knowledge ,  to b ib l iog raphy .  «The poin t  of d e p a r t ­
u re  for  t h e  P a n d ec te s  b e lg es» , w r o te  E d m o n d  P i c a r d  a n d  F e r ­
d in an d  L a r d e r  in the preface to the ir  B ib lio g ra p h ie  g é n é r a le  
e t  ra iso n n èe  d u  d ro it be lge , a com pi l a t ion  of  so u rc es  u s e d  to 
1882 for co m p i l i n g  the  P a n d ec tes  be ig es

w a s th e  ap p lica tio n  to  law  of the p ro ced u res com m on fo r m a n y  y e ars  
in  th e  n a tu ra l sciences. T he d o m in a tin g  ru le  o f th ese  p rocedures, a s  
one  know s, is  th e  su b s titu tio n  of d irec t o b se rv a tio n  fo r p u re ly  in te l­
lec tu al and  th eo re tical p reconcep tions. T he b a s is  [of th e  com pila tion ! 
w as th e  collection  of all decisions o f o u r  ju risp ru d en ce  a n d  of the 
op in io n s o f ou r n a tio n a l a u th o rs  . ..T o d a y  m etap h y sics  h a s  been b an n ed , 
r ig h tly , fro m  L aw . a s  i t  h a d  b een  from  th e  n a tu ra l  sc iences, and  
one  n o  lo n g er a tte m p ts  to  fo rm u la te  in a priori, a ll o f a piece, by  in ­
te llec tu a l e ffo rt, a s  one  no  lo n g er p roceeds th u s  for ch em istry , o r 
physics, o r  social philosophy. F ac ts , obse rv a tio n s, th en  m ore 
o b se rv a tio n s and  facts, to  deduce a f te rw a rd s  g en era l t ru th s  is  the 
w ay  to  p roceed, a p ro ced u re  w hich , fo rm u la ted  by  B acon, h a s  g ra d u a l­
ly  estab lish ed  i t s  D om ain  a n d  h a s  becom e th e  ru le  fo r  a ll se rio u s  
s tu d y . T he h u m an  m ind is  n o  lo n g e r  co n sid ered  a s  a n  o rg a n  w hich 
p roduces th e  sciences, b u t ra th e r  a s  a n  a p p a ra tu s  fo r e n reg is tra tio n . 
w hose u n ique  ro le  is  to  observe th e  law s w hich em erge  from  c a re fu l­
ly  collected  fa c ts  a n d  from  sc ru p u lo u sly  c a rried  ou t ex p erim en ts .1*

In 1891 u n d e r  P i c a r d ’s  g u i d a n c e  Ot l e t  a n d  a g r o u p  of  
h i s  c o l le agues  b e g a n  to publ i sh  a j o u r n a l  ca l led S o m m a ire  p é ­
r io d iq u e  d es  re v u e s  du  droit..'5 In  the  compi la t ion  of  this  work  
w a s  fur ther  prac t ica l  b ib l io graphica l  exper ience  for Ot le t  to  
a d d  to  t h a t  a l r e a d y  de r iv ed  f rom h is  l a b o u r s  on  th e  P a n d ec te s  
b eig es . In 1892, his ideas  abo u t  b ib l io g ra ph y  b e g a n  to c r y s t a l ­
lise, a n d  he wro te  an  a r t icle  for  P a la is , t h e  j o u r n a l  of the  
Ce rc le  du  J e u n e  B a r r e a u  de Bru xe l les  on  the  s ub je c t .10 This  
a r t ic l e  s u g g e t s  his debt  to  the  «posi t ivi s t  b ib l iog raphy » of 
P i c a r d  as  well  as  to  pos i t ivi s t  t h o u g h t  m o re  genera l ly .

The  soc ia l  sc iences,  he obse rve d  in thi s  ar t icle,  can b e  
app ro a c h e d  only t h ro u g h  a flood of publ ica t ions .  F o r  those  wh o 
are  in te r es ted  in qua l i ty  a n d  not  qua n t i ty ,  the var ie ty  a n d  vo l ­
u m e  of th e se  p u b l ic a t io ns  is a s u b je c t  of  deep concern:

All these  books, all these  b ro ch u res, a ll th ese  period ica l a rtic le s  th e  
pub lica tion  of w hich Is an n o u n ced  each w eek by  book se lle rs’ c a ta lo g s  
and  n o tices in spec ia l period ica ls —  w h a t do  ihey  co n trib u te  th a t is 
new . a n d  w h a t is  ju s t  a m a tte r  o f p h raseo lo g y , re p e titio n  a n d  in a d e ­
q u a te  ed iting .

After  a lit t le r e a d i n g  on e  m ig h t  be led to the  belief t h a t  every­
t h i n g  in sociology h a s  been sa id  a l ready ,  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  is, 
in a ny  case,  s imp ly  a m a t t e r  of  op inion ,  « t ha t  t h e  fac ts  a r e  too 
com ple x  for  fo rmu la t ion ,  fo rm ula t io n  b e i n g  a l w a y s  too exc lus ive  
a nd  too ty ra nn ic a l .»  In effect,  the  soc ia l  sc iences  pre sen t  
the m se lv es  to the s tu d e n t  not  as  «one  sc ience  in t e r m s  of m a ­
te r ia l s  a nd  conclus ions,  but  as  a g r o u p i n g  of pe rso na l  a p ­
prec ia t ions  ba se d  on d o c u m e n ts  g a th e r e d  tog e the r  a l m o s t  wi thout  
o r d e r  o r  method».  S oc io l ogy  ca l l s  i tsel f  posi t ive,  bu t  it is  so  
m o re  in n a m e  than  in rea l i ty ,  for t h o u g h  r ich in d a ta  of o n e

kind  a n d  ano the r ,  it l acks «a  su re  m e th o d  of inv es t i ga t io n  a n d  
control ,  and  a good  method  for c la s s i fy i ng  i ts ma ter ia l s» .

Th e  n a t u r a l  sc iences ,  O t l e t  s u g g e s te d ,  p rov id e  a n  i l lu m in a t ­
ing poin t  of co m pa r i son .  The i r  conc lus io ns  h a v e  been  rooted 
in mi l l io ns  of  careful ly  obse rve d  fac ts  which h a v e  been in te ­
g r a t e d  in such  a w a y  a s  to lead to la w s  of g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s ­
i n g  ge ne ra l i t y .  T h e r e  se e m s  n o t  to  be  in t h e  n a t u r a l  sc ien ces  
t h a t  dup l ica t ion  of effort  ev e ry w h ere  p re se n t  in t h e  social  
sc iences .  Th e  s t u d e n t  w ork s  in a n  o rd e r ly  w a y  f rom w h a t  i s  
kn o w n ,  a n d  w h a t  h a s  been  new ly  d iscovered  is recorded  i m ­
m ed ia te ly  so  t h a t  it is access ib le  to o th e r s  as  the  b a s i s  for  
fu r t he r  deve lopment .

Th e  problem to which  Ot le t  n o w  a d d r e s s e d  himse lf ,  a p r o ­
b lem w hic h  w a s  to  provide  the founda t io n  for h i s  life’s w or k  
was :

T o ex am ine  w h e th er fa c ts  once s ta te d  a n d  co n sig n ed  to  p u b lica tio n s 
(becom ing  in th is  w ay  p a r t  o f sc ience), it w ould  be possib le  by m ea n s  
of som e specia l c la ss ifica tio n , to  g ro u p  them  in to  law s. M ow could  one 
g ive  to  the social sciences th e  po sitiv e  a n d  d o cu m en tary  c h a ra c te r  
o f th e  n a tu ra l sciences? H ow  could  a ll th e  ac tiv ities  of in d iv id u a ls  be 
m a d e  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  e la b o ra tio n  o f  a  d e fin itiv e  sy n th es is , g ra d u a l­
ly  e stab lish ed  from  fa c ts  a n d  re su lts , n o t from  th e  sp ecu la tio n s  of »  
s in g le  th inker, bu t from  the re sea rch  of all?

Would  it be too difficult ,  he asked,  to  ach ieve  a « r e g is t r a t i o n  
of soc io logica l  fac ts  an d  ideas  s im i l a r  to t h a t  requi red  in 
every  in du s t r ia l  co un t ry  for  the p a t e n t i n g  of invent ions»?  H i s  
a n s w e r  w a s  a careful ly  rea soned  no, not  if o ne  could secure  
the coopera t ion  of s c ie n t i s t s  in a p r o g r a m  of in crea s in g ly  
comp lex  a n d  ana ly t i c  b ib l io g raph ic  act ivi ty.

T h e  ex te r io r  a p p e a r a n c e  of  a book,  i t s  form, the pe rs on a l i ty  
of its a u t h o r  a r e  u l t i m a te ly  of l i t t l e  impo r ta nce ,  he c o n te n d ­
ed. W h a t  m a t t e r s  is i ts  su b s t a n c e  which  should  be conserved  
a n d  become p a r t  of  the « o r g a n i s m  of sc ience»,  s o m e t h i n g  im­
pe r s o n a l  c r e a t e d  by  the w o rk  of  all .  «Sc ience,  indeed,  is  o n ly  
the  g r o u p i n g  of all obse rved  fac ts  a nd  of all p robable  hy­
potheses  s u g g e s t e d  lo expla in  the  fac ts  a n d  reduce  th e m  to' 
laws .» H o w  lo co-o rd ina te  the e f fort s  of  ind iv idua l  s c i e n t i s t s  
so  t h a t  the i r  w o r k  could  become p a r t  of  a r a t i o n a l  collect ivi ty 
abo ve  a n d  beyond  them,  a nd  ye t  not  c i r cumsc r ib ed  by it —  t h i s  
w a s  the  problem.

The  f irst  s t ep  in th e  b ib l iog raph ic  p r o g r a m  des igne d  by 
Ot le t  to g ive  to the  social  sciences « the  pos it ive and  d o c u ­
m e n t a r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  sc iences»  w a s  to  es tab l i sh  
a «scient i fic» c lass i f ica t ion  of soc io logica l  sour ce  m a te r ia l s  
and  then to publ i sh a c a t a lo g  of  them. Such  a ca ta lo g  
shou ld  be  o r g a n i s e d  a lph abe t i ca l ly  by a u t h o r s '  na m e s ,  and  
sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  b y  subject .  The  m a t e r i a l s  l i s ted  in th i s  c a t a l o g  
sh o u ld  be indexed  and  abs t r ac te d  to  provide  acces s  to  th e  
in f or ma t io n  in t h e m . 17 S u b s e q u e n t l y  each  book,  each  a r t icle



could  be pa r t i t i o n e d  f rom a purely  formal  po in t  of  v iew  acc o rd ­
i n g  to w h a t  w a s  fact ,  i n te rp re t a t i o n  of fact ,  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  
sou rces .  In  th i s  w a y  w h a t e v e r  w a s  deem ed a n  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r i b u ­
t ion to the  field, could  be i so la ted  a n d  reco rded  on  c a r d s  e i ther  
d irect ly  or  in the  form of refe rences.  Th ese  c a r d s  could be in ­
te rco l la ted  day  by da y  a nd  a r r a n g e d  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  to form 
e i t h e r  a n  encyc lo pedia  o r  a b ib l i o g rap h ic  r e p e r to ry  of  th e  
subjec t ,  s o m e t h i n g  w hich  could  be  descr ibed  a s  a «kind  of 
a r t i f i cial  b ra in» .  Su c h  a w o rk  w o u ld  be possible  o n ly  wi th  a 
g r e a t  deal  of  co-opera t ion  from sch o la r s  a n d  le a rn ed  societ ies.

O t l e t  ne c e s sa r i l y  to u c h e d  o n  th e  p roble m of  c lass i f ica t ion ,  
o f  p r e p a r i n g  s o m e  de t a i led  sc hem a of the  subjec t  a r e a s  fa l l in g  
wi th in the province  of the social  sc iences ,  but  it obviously pre­
sen t ed  gr ea t  difficult ies.  O n  the  a n a l o g y  of w h a t  St.  T h o m a s ’s 
S u m m a  T lieo lug ica  h a d  d o n e  for l e a r n i n g  in  th e  M i d d l e  Ages ,  
Ot le t  r ea soned  t h a t  w h a t  w a s  now  requ i re d  both f rom the  point  
of v iew  of the p r e p a r a t i o n  of  a b ib l iog raph ic  reper to ry  a n d  of 
its con su l ta t io n ,  w a s  a «very sys tema t ic ,  ve ry  prec ise  synopt ic  
tab l e»  of  th e  soc ia l  sc iences .  S u c h  a t a b l e  s h o u l d  em p lo y  a 
s t a n d a r d i s e d  n o m e n c l a t u r e  w hic h  w ou ld  c on t r ib u t e  t o w a r d s  
the c r ea t io n  of  a much needed scient i f ic  l a n g u a g e  for them.

A model of  w'hat w a s  c o n te m p la te d  could be s o u g h t  in the 
t e rm in o lo g y  of  l a w  wh ich ,  O t l e t  obse rved ,  t h ro u g h  cen tu r ie s  of 
use,  ha d  acqui red  a lm o s t  a s  m uc h  prec ision a s  t h a t  of  ch e m is t ­
ry. In law,  a t e rm  not  only evoked the ob jec t  n a m e d  bu t  by 
« logica l  as soc ia t ion »  al l  of  i ts  cha ra c t e r i s t i c s  and  a t t r ib u te s .  
F u r t h e r ,  the  « a r g u m e n t »  p reced in g  not ices of dec isions  in 
jud ic ia l  com p i l a t i o n s  com pr ise d  five or  six te r m s  of d e c re a s in g  
g e n e r a l i t y  p e rm i t t i n g  on e  to a r r iv e  logica l ly at  an  ind ica t ion  of 
a p a r t i c u l a r  fact.  Ideal ly ,  on thi s  model,  each  c a r d  in a b ib l io ­
g ra p h ic a l  r e p e r to ry  wou ld  h a v e  i ts  ow n « a r g u m e n t »  com posed  
of t e r m s  from th e  «synopt ic  tab le»  a r r a n g e d  so  as  to proceed  
f rom the g e n e r a l  to the  pa r t ic u la r .  W h a t  Ot le t  w a s  descr ib ing ,  
t h o u g h  not  very  c lear ly ,  w a s  the  c rea t i on  of a n  in d e x in g  v o c a ­
b u l a r y  l imi ted,  o rdered ,  a n d  cont r o l led  by i t s  u se  in a de ta i led  
c las s i f ic a t ion  of  the  soc ia l  sciences .  H e  did n o t  as  yet  cons i de r  
in a n y  detai l  the  ac tua l  m e c h a n ic s  of  c lass i f ica t ion ,  vocabul a ry  
c rea t ion  or t e rm  a s s i g n m e n t ,  nor  pa r t icu la r ly ,  the  problem of 
a no ta t ion  for c o d i n g  the  c lass i f ica t ion  so t h a t  s om e  s ys te m a t ic  
physica l  a r r a n g e m e n t  of the c a r d s  in th e  r e p e r to ry  could  be 
ob ta ined .

This paper .  Un P eu  de  B ib lio g ra p h ie , docs no t  repr e se n t  
a n y  g r e a t  d e p a r t u r e  from O t l e t ’s  ea r l i e r  th ough t ,  a s  im p o r ta n t  
a s  it is a s  a m i le s tone  in i ts deve lopm ent .  I t  s h o w s  h im still 
c oncerned  wi th  soc iology,  Pos i t iv i sm,  a n d  synthe s i s ,  a n d  wi th 
d i scov er in g  a w a y  to s u r m o u n t  t h e  g l a r i n g  in adequ ac ie s  of 
th e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s ta te .  Now, however ,  he se em ed to believe 
t h a t  it w a s  in b ib l iog raphy  r a t h e r  t h a n  in so m e  sy n t h e s i s i n g
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formula  such a s  th a t  p rovided  by theor ies  of  biological  o r  social 
evolut ion or  the  Idée-F orce, that  the pa n a c e a  for the  m u l ­
t i tud inous  ind ispos i t ions  a f f l i c t ing  the  body  of  the social  
sc iences  w a s  to be found.  B ib l i og raph ic  o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  as  he  sa w  
it, could sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  g a t h e r  to g e th e r  the  s c a t t e re d  l i t e ra ture  
of  th e  social  sciences  so  th a t  b ib l iog raphi c  a n a l y s i s  could 
r each  in t o  it a n d  e x t r a c t  f rom it  fo r  sy n th e s i s  w h a t  w a s  h a r d  
a n d  br igh t  as  fact  o r  useful  obse rva t ion .

O n  a prac t ica l  level,  the p a p e r  g ives  a m p le  ev idence  of 
the  scope  of O t l e t ’s  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i th  a c tu a l  b ib l iographica l  
m a te r ia l s .  H e  w a s  fami l ia r  wi th  a g r e a t  m a n y  c o n te m p o ra ry  
c a t a l o g u e s ,  indexes  a n d  « a b s t r a c t i n g »  serv ices ,  a n d  wi th  p r a c ­
tical  p rob lems  of b ib l iog raphi c  co -opera t ion  a n d  s t a n d a r d i s a ­
t ion.  In fact,  the  p a p e r  w a s  an  in t e r e s t i n g  r e s t a t e m e n t  and  d e ­
ve lopmen t  of the b ib l io gra phi ca l  p r o g r a m  u nde r ly in g  the 
w o r k  of th e  Bib l io graphica l  sec t ion  of  th e  So c ié té  des  E tu d es  
Soc ia le s  et  Po l i t iques  wi th  which,  th r o u g h  h is  f r iendship wi th 
La Fon ta i ne ,  he w a s  be c o m in g  in c rea s i ng ly  involved.  In 1893 
the Sec t ion  c h a n g e d  i ts n a m e  to become the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  In ­
s t i t u t e  of Socio logical  B ib l i o g r a p h y  u n d e r  th e  jo in t  d i rec t ion  
of  Ot le t  and  La Fon ta ine .

A not ice of the  Off ice i s s ued  in 1894 provided  a r a t i o n a l i ­
s a t i o n  for its c rea t ion  and  described  th e  w o rk  it h ad  pu rsue d  
for  a year .

B ecause Ihe m eth o d s of o b se rv a tio n  and  co -opera tion  hav e  p ro ­
duced u n c ea s in g  p ro g re ss , a n d  th e  in te rn a tio n a lisa tio n  o f science has 
en la rg ed  th e  field of action  of in v es tig a to rs , a rig o ro u sly  scientific  
c lass ifica tio n  lias becom e necessary . In tru th , the sy n th e s is  o f k n ow led­
ge abou t society w hich it is  possib le  to  achieve, w ill rise on ly  from 
th e  accu m u la tio n s o f in d iv id u a l e ffo rts . T h ere  is  n o  s in g le  m an , b e  he 
a gen iu s , w ho  w ill c rea te  any  partic le  o f th e  socio logy  of to-m orrow  
and  e lev a te  it to  th e  s ta tu s  of th e  p o sitiv e  a n d  exac t sciences. This 
w o rk  w ill be  th e  n a tu ra l re su lt o f s tu d ies  c a rried  ou t a t  th e  sam e 
tim e th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole  w orld  by  th o u sa n d s  o f th in k e rs  a n d  in v es ti­
g a to rs . T hus, in d iv id u a l w o rk  w ill m ore  a n d  m ore  a p p ea r a s  ch ap te rs , 
a s  p a ra g ra p h s , n ay . even  a s  s in g le  lin es in  th e  g re a t book w hich 
o n e  d a y  w e w ill be  ab le  to  call th e  Sc ience  of Society . Socio logical 
B ib liog raphy  is  o n ly  th e  tab le  of c o n te n ts  o f th is  book, th e  ana ly tica l 
index e lab o ra ted  d a y  by d ay , w hich p e rm its  one  to  perceive th e  g e n e ­
ral s tru c tu re  of th e  w ork iip to  th e  p re sen t and  to  be inform ed at 
e ac h  m o m en t o f  i ts  s t a te  o f  develo p m en t.18

T h e  Office proposed  to ach ieve  its a im s  t h ro u g h  b ib l iographic  
publ ica t ions ,  b ib l iog raphic  reper tor ies,  a col lect ion of social  
«fact s»,  and  a l ibrary.  It took over  the S o m m a ire  périod ique  
d e s  re v u e s  d e  d ro it, b e g u n  u n d e r  P i c a r d ’s  g u i d a n c e  in 1891 
and  now ca l led S o m m a ire  m é th o d iq u e  des tra ité s  e t revues  
d e  dro it. A s im i l a r  publ ica t ion ,  s im i la r l y  t i t led w a s  b e g u n  for 
soc iology  a nd  i ts f irst  vo lu m e  a p p e a r e d  in 1894. F ive  m a j o r  re ­
p e r to r ie s  w e re  c o nt em pla te d :  a un iv e rs a l  l egal  reper tory ,  a re ­
p e r to ry  for the Soc ia l  Sc iences ,  c lassi f ied repe r to r i es  of  c o m ­
p a r a t i v e  leg is la t ion  a n d  of  c o m p a r a t i v e  s ta t i s t i c s  and  a genera l



r epe r to ry  by  a u t h o r ' s  n am es .  The  Office a l so  a s s u m e d  the task, 
of p u b l i s h in g  t h e  jo u r n a l .  R e v u e  so c ia le  e l  p o litiq u e , b e g u n  a t  
th e  t ime  of i ts  incept ion in 1891 by the Soc ié té des  E t u d e s  S o ­
c ia les  et  Pol i t iques .  T h r o u g h  thi s  j o u r n a l  a n d  s e p a r a te ly  a t  the 
Office,  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  bel ieved t h a t  the y  could  bui ld  
up  a b a n k  of objec t ive  sociologica l da ta .  S o m e  of thi s  they 
w e r e  a l r e a d y  p u b l i s h i n g  a s  com pi le d  in a  sec t ion  of  the R e v u e  
c a l l ed  «fa i t s  sociaux»,  w i th  re fe r ence  f rom it  to th e  S o m m a ire ... 
de  so c io lo g ie  a n d  S o m m a ire ... d e  d ro it for  fur ther ,  m o re  
ex te ns iv e  d o c u m e n t a r y  in fo rm at io n .  A l i b r a r y  w o u ld  e m e r g e  
n a tu ra l l y ,  they  tho ught ,  th r o u g h  e x c h a n g e  of publ ica t ion ,  a n d  
f rom m a t e r i a l s  sen t  for indexin g  a n d  inc or po ra t io n  in the S o m ­
m a ire s  a n d  the  reper tor ies .

La F o n t a i n e  expla ined  th e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  of wh ich  he 
conce ived  th e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Off ice  of  Soc iologica l  B ib l i o g r a p h y  
to  be  p a r t  with re fe r ence  to an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  In te l lec tua l  
Union .  T h a t  science ha d  become in c re a s in g ly  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  he  
a r g u e d ,  could no t  be  den ied  — w i t n e s s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  
of  in te rn a t i o n a l  sc ient i f ic co ng re sse s :

W h at w e  w ould  like  to  see  fou n d ed  is  a  fe d era tio n  o f  a ll th e se  specia l- 
n o m ad ic  fed era tio n s  w hich is  w h a t th e  C o n g re sse s a re  ...A  w orld  
fed era tio n  w ould  sim ply  a ssu re  to  all a p e rm an en t, u n ique  headquarte rs- 
w here  th e ir a rch iv es , th e ir d ocum en ts, and  th e ir lib ra ries  could  be c e n t­
ra lised  and conserved. T his w ould be th e  p assiv e  aim  of th e  fed era tio n . 
B u t w e foresee a lso  a n  ac tiv e  a im .. .  It w ould  co n stitu te , m oreover 
and  above all, a sc ien tific  coo p era tiv e  w hich w ould re n d er adm irab le , 
in ca lcu lab le  serv ices It is  n o  le s s  th a n  a  q u estio n  o f c re a tin g  a  w orld  
depót w here  all hu m an  id eas can  be  a u to m a tica lly  s to re d  in  o rd e r  
to  be sp read  a f te rw a rd s  a m o n g  people  w ith  a m inim um  of e ffo rt and 
a  m axim um  o f  effec tiveness. It is  n o  le s s  th a n  a  q u estio n  o f  c rea tin g  
a c en tra l in s titu te  w here  a ll th o se  w ho h ope  to  co llab o ra te  in th e  
p ro g re ss  o f hum an ity , w ill be  able, im m edia te ly  a n d  m echanically , 
to  o b ta in  th e  m o st deta iled  and  com plete  in fo rm atio n . It is  no  less 
th an  a qu estio n  of b r in g in g  abou t the fo u n d a tio n  of a n  in te rn a tio n a l 
u n iv ers ity  w here  those  w ish in g  to  devote  them selves to  ad v an ced  s tu d y  
ra n  find a ll th e  docum en ts and  a ll Ihe books they m ig h t w a n t, 
a n d  w h ere  th e  m o st co m p eten t w o u ld  b e  w illin g  to  com e to  te a c h  a n d  
sp read  th e  la te s t  re su lts  o f th e ir  re sea rch  and  m ed ita tio n s .1’

The serv ices  which he  hoped  a c en t r a l  federa t ion w oul d  se t  up. 
La F o n ta in e  e x a m in e d  in de ta i l :  an  in te rn a t io na l  l ib ra ry,  an 
i n te r n a t i o n a l  Office of Bi b l i o g rap h y  of which th e  In te rn a t i o n a l  
Off ice  of  Soc io logical  B ib l i o g rap h y  w a s  a  type ,  a n  i n t e rn a t io na l  
S t a t i s t i c a l  Oifice,  a nd  a c en t r a l  se rv ice  for  Co ngre ss e s .  
To such  g e n e r a l  a nd  bas ic  se rv ices  could be adde d  o th e rs  d e ­
p e n d i n g  for  t h e i r  success  o n  t h e s e  m o s t  b a s ic  one s :  a n  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  Counci l  of Teaching ,  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  Council  of  H y ­
g iene ,  a n  In te rn a t i o n a l  Office of Work,  a C e n t r a l  B u r e a u  of  
C o m p a r a t i v e  Legis la t ion ,  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a t e n t  Office,  and  
a Service to deal  wi t h  the n o m e n c l a t u r e  of B o ta n y  a nd  Zo­
o logy.  H e re  w a s  a n  e a r l y  fo rm ul a t io n  of  w h a t  w a s  la te r  a n  im­
p o r t a n t  p a r t  of the p r o g r a m  of the L e a g u e  of Na t io ns ,  a nd .

la te r  sti l l ,  of the Un i t ed  Na t ions ,  of which th e  fo rmat ion  of  the 
C e n t r a l  Office  of In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i tu t i o n s  a n d  th e  Unio n  of 
In t e r n a t i o n a l  As so c ia t io ns  in B ru ss e l s  in 1910 were  immedia te  
p recu rso rs .

T h c w o r k  of the In te rn a t i o n a l  Office of Soc iological  B ib l iog­
raphy .  espec ia l ly  w he n  p u t  in such  a contex t  w a s  perhaps  
g r a n d i o s e l y  conceived.  B u t  it w a s  p u b l i s h i n g  tw o  b ib l io g rap ­
hic j o u r n a l s  a n d  a l a r g e  body  of  co l l ab o ra to r s  for the 
Office  ha d  been a ss em bled  th r o u g h  th e  R e v u e  so c ia le  e t  po li­
tiq u e  whi ch  t h e  Office w a s  p u b l i s h i n g  for  th e  Soc ié té  des 
E t u d e s 20 a nd  by 1894 the  repe r tor ie s  co n ta in ed  ove r  100,000 
ca rds .  F o r  the  hopeful  Di rec to rs  of t h e  Office,  th i s  a u g u r e d  well 
for  fu tu re  a n d  g r e a t e r  success.
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C h a p t e r  ¡ I I  
F O U N D A T I O N  O F  THF.  I IB

HARD T IM E S  —

T h o u g h  he had be gun  w h a t  w a s  to be his l i fe's  w o rk  by 
1894, Ot le t  w a s  to exper ience  c o n s ta n t  in te r fe ren ce  with it 
for  a n u m b e r  of ye a r s  to come ,  lo h a v e  his a t te n t io n  a nd  his 
e ne rg i e s  d iv er ted  from it by chronic  dif ficul t ies  in his fami ly’s 
af fai r s.  H is  dec is ion in P a r i s  a t  t h e  end  of 1888 to a s s i s t  his 
fa the r  in bus iness ,  a decis ion taken  only  a f te r  a g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  
be tween  h is  s e n s e  of  loya lty to h i s  family a n d  his p e n c h a n t  
for a n  i ndepende nt  life of  schola rsh ip ,  p roved  to h a v e  far- 
r e a c h in g  consequences .  It c o m m it t ed  h im to a whee l of for­
tu n e  which se em ed to g o ve rn  his fa ther ' s  bu s in es s  life. Not 
long  a f te r  his m a r r i a g e ,  E d o u a r d  Otle t ,  b u i l d i ng  t r a m w a y s  in 
assoc ia t ion  with the H o u s e  of  Lebon,  had  become a mi l l ion­
a i r e . ’ But  in 1874 lega l  and  f inancial  diff icul t ies connec ted  
wi th  the  d isso lu t ion  of th a t  assoc ia t ion  forced the O t le t s  to 
leave B ru s se l s  for P a r i s  w he re  Paul  first  w e n t  to school.  In 
1882, the family re tu rn ed  to Brusse l s ,  and ,  not  l o n g  after,  
E d o u a r d  O t l e t ’s  f lour i sh ing  So u th  A m er ican  inv es tments  
b ro u g h t  them a g r a t i f y i n g  a n d  d r a m a t i c  prosperi ty .  F rom  this  
zen i th ,  however ,  the i r  fo r tu n es  soon  decl ined.  E d o u a r d  Ot le t  
w a s  in a pre ca r ious  f inanc ia l  pos i t ion f rom 1893 to the t ime 
of h i s  dea th  in 1907. Pau l ,  h a v i n g  p le dg ed  h imse lf  to help his 
father ,  w a s  p lu n g e d  in to  the  diff icult  and  f r u s t r a t i n g  bus ines s  
of a t t e m p t i n g  to  keep the fami ly  solvent  a n d  the  p a t r im o n y  of 
the  ch i ldren ,  of w h o m  he  w a s  the  o ldes t ,  intac t .2 A la w su i t  
ini t i a ted  by E d o u a r d  Ot le t  with th e  a s s i s t a n c e  of  P i c a r d  had 
two mil l ion  f ra n c s  a t  s take .  Should  they lose it, O t l e t  observed  
in his  d ia ry,  « the  fami ly  is ruined,  and  the  eve n tu a l i t y  of  this 
d i s a s te r  is imminent» .  H is  fa ther  w a s  forced to sell a co n s i d ­
e rab l e  a r t  col lect ion.  The  Ile du  Levant ,  scene  of so  m any 
p l e a s a n t  ch i ldhood me m or i e s  for Ot le t ,  for which h is  father 
h ad  once  s p u r n e d  an  offer  of a mil l ion f rancs ,  w a s  sold for 
ju s t  ove r  41,000 f rancs .  The  Vil la V a le re  in Nice,  the  sc ene  of 
O t l e t ’s  r enu nc ia t io n  of fai th,  h a v i n g  been  c losed  for a nu m be r
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of years ,  w a s  a l so  sold,  t h o u g h  E d o u a r d  Ot le t  res i s ted  th i s  for 
as  "long as  he could.3 I t  b ro u g h t  a q u a r t e r  of  a mi l l ion  f r anc s  
in 1903. Above  all ,  f a the r  a n d  s o n s  m a n i p u l a t e d  stock,  and  in 
these  dreary ,  ne ve r  e n d i n g  t r a n s a c t i o n s  O t le t  took  a m a jo r  
sh a re  of  the  burden .

H e  w a s  soon acu te ly  a w a r e  of the  c h a n g e s  in his own 
s i tua t io n .  H is  w a s  now ño  life « s t r e w n  w i t h  f lowers» as  it had 
once se em ed to h i m  as  a youth.  As  ear ly  as  1892 he w a s  
s om e t im es  wi th ou t  c h a n g e  for a n e w s p a p e r  or  a t r a m  t icket  in 
his pocke t  a n d  he w a s  forced to w a lk  to the  P a l a i s  de Ju s t ice  
or  h om e  f rom ii. H e  w a s  ob l iged  to b o r r o w  mon ey in 1893 a nd  
a g a i n  in 1896. In 1891 he  asse sse d  the  price  of an  in de penden t  
life of schol a rsh ip  a t  25,000 f ra n c s  a year .  Indeed ,  it be cam e  
c lear  t h a t  the  a n n u a l  incom e of 12,000 f r ancs  he  had  been 
a s s u re d  by his fa ther  upon  his m a r r i a g e ,  w a s  no long er  cer ta in ,  
a n d  the  d i s pa r i ty  be tween  w h a t  he h a d  a n d  w h a t  he  tho ug ht  
he needed  g re w  om inous ly  g re a t .  It seemed t h a t  he  m ig h t  have  
to leave  B r u s s e l s  for the count ry .  «With a c h a r a c t e r  not  a d a p t ­
ed to ba t t le ,  d i sda infu l  of the l it t le th in g s  of which life is 
m a d e  up, sc rupulo us l y  a nd  s tup id ly  g ra n d  seigneur-», a ff icted by 
« a co nt in ua l  need of money»,  fac in g  the prospec t  of the eco­
n om y  and  obscu r i ty  of life in t h e  count ry ,  he w a s  in no s i t u a ­
t ion  to be l ight ly  c o n te m p la te d  by one,  a s  it seemed to him,  so 
l i t t le su i ted to c o p i n g  wi t h  it. «Money!»  he exc la imed

th e  sym bol o f th e  b a ttle  fo r e x is te n c e ... I  am  c o n tin u a lly  preoccupied 
w ith  it. N ever d id  I conceive of th e  ty ra n n y  o i m oney. W eren 't we 
rich? A nd, w ith o u t be ing  ex tra v ag e n t, w a sn ’t  th e  secu rity  g iven by 
th is richness one of th e  co n d itions lo r m y d isp o sitio n  to w ard  specu la tive  
w ork . Now all o u r fo rtune  is  go n e , p e rh ap s m om entarily , forever 
p e rh a p s ... I t  is  necessa ry  to  w ork , to  hav e  a g a in fu l po sitio n . In  fact, 
it m ig h t becom e necessa ry  to  sacrifice  a ll the fine  p ro jec ts  th a t I could 
have c a rried  ou t. B u t these  sacrifices a re  them selves called  in to  
qu estio n  ten  tim es  a  day  acco rd in g  to  th e  new s w hich com es in  from 
.Nice, from  th e  P ro cés N o rm a n d ... th e  m ines o f S o ria , from  Rio, from  
Sou th  A m erican  u p se ts . It i s  slow  poison.
In the  m idd le  of al l  these  diff icul t ies a n d  unce r ta in t ie s ,  he 

was  p re sen t ed  wi th  ye t  a n o th e r  which b r o u g h t  into s h a r p e r  
focus th a n  eve r  before the  unr es o lv ed  d i l e m m a s  of h i s  life. The  
Univers i té  Libre de B ru xe l les  ha d  g r o w n  m o r e  a n d  more  re ­
ac t io na ry  in the  cou rse  of i ts  hi story,  a g r o u p  of in c re as in g l y  
vociferous a d v e r s a r i e s  a l leged.  P ro te s t  a g a i n s t  i ts  r epr e ss iv e ­
ness  a nd  intel lec tua l  s t a g n a t i o n  reached  a peak  in the  1890’s 
a nd  boiled ove r  w he n  the un ivers i ty  au tho r i t i e s  a t t e m p t e d  to 
m uz z le  the em in e n t  g e o g r a p h e r ,  El isée Reclus ,  w h o  h ad  a  rep­
u t a t i o n s  as  a n  ana rch is t .  Th e  Rector  w'as d ismissed .  The  s t u d ­
en ts  s t a g e d  a s t r ik e  and  the un ive rs i ty  closed down.  Gu i l l aume  
de Greet ,  a l awyer  a n d  sociologist  whos e  t e a c h i n g  h a d  b e ­
come in c re a s in g ly  in f luenced by  the  phi losophy of Com te ,  and  
in crea s in g ly  less acceptab l e  to the  Uni ve rs i ty  au thor i t i es ,  spoke  
out  v iolen t ly  a g a i n s t  the  un i v e r s i ty ’s  ac t ions .4 As  de Greef
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t o l d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  a f te r  he h ad  been su sp en d ed ,  «I am for 
free,  pos it ive science»,  a nd  the U n iv e r s i t y  ha d  gone  ou t  of its 
w a y  to find as  a r ep l acem en t  for h im someone  who could  de­
c la r e  t h a t  «M. de Greef  de te s t s  m e ta p h y s i c s  as  much as  1 love 
it... while he loves  P o s i t i v i s m  as  much as  I a b h o r  it.»5 In Octo ­
ber 1894, t a k in g  w h a t  seemed the on l y  cou rse  r e m a in in g  open 
to them,  P ic a rd ,  de Greef  a n d  a n u m b e r  of c o l le agu es  broke 
wi th  the  U n iv e r s i t é  Libre a n d  founded  a n e w  un iver s i ty ,  the 
Nouvel le  U n iv e r s i té  de Bruxe l les.  The  F a c u l t ie s  of  Law,  a nd  
Ph i lo so phy  and  L e t te rs  w e re  the  f irst  cons t i t u te d ,  t oge the r  
wi th  an  Ins t i t u t e  of H i g h e r  S tudies .  Thi s  las t  w a s  a n  i n n o v a t ­
ive addi t io n  to th e  t r ad i t i ona l  un ive rs i ty  s t ru c tu re  of facul t ies  
b y  which  it w a s  hoped th a t  th i s  univers i ty ,  in c o n t r a s t  to the 
Univers i té  Libre,  m ig h t  become respon s ive  to the ex igencies  
•of c o n te m p o ra ry  society.

T o d ay  positive  k n o w led g e  ten d s  to  hav e  a m ore and  m ore considerab le  
action  on  all th e  b ran ch es of hu m an  ac tiv ity , from  in d u s tr ia l p roduction  
to  th e  e la b o ra tio n  o f law s  and  po litica l o rg a n isa tio n  of societies, 
and  th e  links u n itin g  a ll th e  in d iv idua l sc iences a p p ea r m ore and  m ore 
c icar. A v iew , a t  the sam e tim e specu la tive  a n d  p rac tica l, o f the sy n th e ­
tic w hole o f th e  in te llec tu a l dom ain  is  therefo re  in d is p e n s a b le ... It 
is  th e  acq u isitio n  of sy n th e tic  know ledge  th a t the new  u n iv ers ity  
w ished  to  facilita te  by  its In s ti tu te  o f H ig h e r S tu d ies  ... th e  teach in g  is 
therefo re  a t  th e  sam e tim e encyclopedic a n d  p rac tica l.6

To the  b a n n e r  ho is ted  abo ve  the  N e w  U n iv e r s i t y  by  P i ­
c a r d  and  de Greef  flocked m a n y  of O t l e t ’s f riends  and  a c q u a i n t ­
ances.  Th e  re ques t  to  Ot le t  to join th is  g r o u p  c om e  from La 
F o n ta in e :  «Well  then! H a v e  you decided to g ive us a s u b s c r ip ­
t ion  a n d  a co u r se  a t  the  New U ni v e r s i ty ?  You k no w  our  
goa ls ,  w h a t  we  hope  for. you app rove  of ou r  ideas. . .  Th e re  it is, 
a ‘y es ’, or  a ‘no’! W h y  condi t ions ,  d i s t inc t ions? »  But  condi t ions 
a nd  d i s t i nc t io ns  w e re  the  stuf f  of  life to O t le t ’s c au t io us ,  re f ­
lect ive ch a rac te r .  As he probed  the con sequen ces  of a decision 
lie exposed the  toi ls of the  conf l ic t ing  a t t i t u d e s  in w hich  his 
will to decisive,  i r revocable  ac t ion w a s  so s t r o n g l y  cau g h t .  On 
the  o ne  h a n d  lay h i s  du ty  t o w a r d s  his family,  the i r  bus i ness  
a f f a i r s  a n d  the  law.  O n  the o th e r  lay  his inde pendence ,  his 
des i re  for the  c lo is tered i solat ion of  a life of schola rsh ip .  If he 
re fused  La F o n t a i n e ’s  request ,  he felt he tu rn e d  h is  back on  all 
tha t  he h ad  d re a m e d  of d o in g  in b ib l io g ra ph y  and  in o ther  
a s p e c ts  of the  soc ia l  sc iences .  Yet to accede  to i t  w oul d  commit  
h im to  a p a r t i c u l a r  g ro up ,  a par ty ,  a n d  h is  n a t u r e  rebel led 
a g a i n s t  the idea of p a r t i s a n  conf inement .

F u r the r ,  if he jo i ned  the  N e w  Univ er s i t y ,  w h a t  w oul d  h a p ­
pen  to his ow n fami ly? H o w  could he  en su re  the ir  secur i ty  
a g a i n s t  the  future.  W h a t  would  he be ab le  to leave  a s  a p a t ­
r im ony  to his ch ildren,  once he w a s  c o m m it t ed  to the c o m p a r a t ­
ive pove r ty  of a p rofes so rsh ip?7 A n d  then there  w a s  h i s  father  
s t r u g g l i n g  to reco ns t i tu te  the  unexpec ted ly  d imin ish ed  fami ly
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fortune.  H o w  could he  leave  h im lo th is  a lone  when  al l  the  
ch i ldren  inc lud ing  h imse lf  w oul d  inev i tab ly  receive g r e a t  be n­
efit f rom it upon its recons t i tu t ion ?  Moreover ,  there  w a s  o n h  
one  w a y  of m a k i n g  a for tune  for  himse lf ,  t h a t  fo r tu ne  which 
he hoped  w ou ld  g ive  h im the  f reedom ne c e ss a ry  to fol low so m e  
work  of sc ience  of  his o w n  devis ing ,  a n d  th a t  w a y  w a s  to work 
with his father .  I l e  w a s  himself ,  he believed,  too anxious ,  too 
s c r up ul ous ,  too  pass ive ,  too l it t le ab le  to  ba t t l e  a n d  s t r u g g l e  to 
succeed  in d epe nde n t ly  of h i s  father .  A l th ou gh  he con t in ue d  to 
detest  the  law.  how  could he  a b a n d o n  it, even t h o u g h  no w he 
could im a g in e  no one m o re  « a n t i-scientific» th a n  a lawyer?  
Yet, a l w ay s ,  t h e re  s t i r r ed  pa infu lK and  u r g e n t l y  w i t h in  h im a 
se ns e  of c r ea t iv i ty  which d e m a n d e d  his recognit ion,  d em an d ed  
im m ed ia te  express ion .  « W he n 1 a m  confron ted  wi th  a book,  an  
ar t icle,  a f te r  every  co n v e r sa t i o n  I have,  th e r e  s u r g e s  wi th in  me 
the  des i re to wr i te ,  to u n d e r ta k e  a n  inves t iga t ion .  A  l i t t le 
evokes a wor ld .»

He weig hed  the  pros  a nd  sonc  of j o in in g  the New U nive r ­
si ty a g a i n  a nd  a ga in ,  exc la im in g  impat i en t ly ,  «Aere  I a m  t w e n ­
ty six y e a r s  old a nd  not  h a v i n g  m a d e  a decision! To be  s c a t ­
te red ,  to be  as  no th in g ,  to be r u s h in g  a f te r  e v e r y t h i n g  a nd  
not  to k now  how to  fol low an y th in g ,  a n  educa t ion  to improve ,  
to complete ,  to r e s u m e  af te r  six ye a rs  in w hic h  it h a s  been so 
poorly cont inued .»  H e  let h imse l f  be p e r s u a d e d  by La F o n t a i n e  
to s u p p o r t  the New Un ive rs i ty  and  lo g ive a cou rse  a t  it. Bol 
then he c h a n g e d  his mind ,  a n d  w r o te  lo de Greef  t h a t  the  re ­
spons ib i l i ty  of becom in g  a professor  w a s  loo grea t .

H e  h ad  c h a rac te r i s t ic a l ly  formula t ed  the a l t e rna t iv e s  a s  
t h ough  they  w e re  in so m e  w a y  m u tu a l l y  exclusive,  a n d  h ad  then  
vac i l la ted  a g i ta te d ly  be twe en  them. But  the m o m e n t  of decision 
passed .  The  s t a t u s  quo  w a s  s hake n  by it but  m a i n t a i n e d ,  and 
lie co n t i n u ed  to ac t  as  t h ough  in fact  t h e  life of l awyer ,  
bus in es s  m a n  a n d  «prac t ica l»  sc ho la r  w e re  not  en t i re ly  i ncom ­
pat ible.  D ur in g  1894 a n d  1895 he worked  on  h is  f a the r ’s af fai r s,  
repor ted  r e g u la r ly  to the  P a l a i s  de J us t ic e  a n d  co l la bor a te d  
wi th  La  F o n ta in e  a t  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Office of Sociological  
Bib l iography ,  which  they soon  took to c a l l i n g  s im p ly  the In te r ­
na t io na l  Office of  Bib l iog raphy .  D u r i n g  thi s  t ime,  too, he 
a lso wr ot e  a n u m b e r  of su b s t a n t i a l  l ega l  s tu d i e s  which  m u s t  
h a v e  g iven  s om e  sa t i s fac t i on  to  his need to s t u d y  a n d  wr i te .8

T H E  DEW EY D EC IM A L C L A SSIFIC A TIO N

In A u g u s t  of 1894 he look his a n n u a l  vaca t ion .  Th e re  were  
se ve ra l  co n g re s s e s  in which  he wishe d  to p ar t ic ip a te  b e i n g  held 
a t  O s t en d ,  a n d  then  a m e e t i n g  of th e  Br i t i sh  Assoc ia t ion  a t  
Oxford .  Af te r  tw o or  th r ee  d a y s  in London,  he set  ou t  on a 
bicycle trip a r o u n d  the so ut h  e a s te r n  coas t  of E n g l a n d .  This  
w a s  cu t  shor t  bv ind ispos i t ion  a n d  he r e tu rn ed  th r o u g h  Bel ­
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g iu m  t o  Toulon  in F r a n c e  w he re  he col lected the mon ey  from 
t h e  sa l e  of  t h e  Ile du Levan t  p roperly.  I nc onsequent i a l  as  it 
seems,  thi s  ho l iday  h a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  impo r t ance ,  for, du r in g  
i ts course .  O t le t  first  a t t e m p t e d  to ob t a in  the  Dewey Decimal  
Cla ss i f ica t ion .  W hi l e  he  w a s  a t  O s t end ,  h e  had  met a fr iend 
j u s t  r e tu r n e d  f rom E n g l a n d  w h o  to ld  h im of a new sys t em  for 
t h e  c lass i f ica t ion  of books invented  by a n  Am er ic an .  The  
f riend h ad  read  abou t  it in a n  E n g l i s h  da i ly n e w sp ape r ,  but ,  
un fo r tu na te ly ,  could r e m e m b e r  n e i th e r  the n a m e  of the n e w s ­
paper ,  no r  that, of the  a u t h o r  of the  c lassi f ica t ion.  T r ave l l i ng  
pos te -has te  lo London,  Ot le t  asked  for it at  the  Br i t ish M u seu m ,  
but  no one th e re  seemed to know of it. Eventua l ly ,  however ,  he 
le a r n e d  th a t  w h a t  he s o u g h t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  ca l led the Deci ­
m a l  C la ss i f ica t io n  devised  by a Mclvil  Dewey of New York. 
H e  w r o te  at  once  to Amer ica  t h a t  it be  se n t  to him.

This  s tory,  told in la te r  life to G eo rg es  Lorphèvre,  who  
joined  Ot le t  a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  in 1927, is no t  l i te ral ly  t rue,  of 
course .9 Ot let  h a d  known of the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  for 
severa l  years ,  thoug h it is c le a r  t h a t  he ha d  never  seen it. 
a n d  he h ad  in t ended  to go  to E n g l a n d  t h a t  A u g u s t  in a n y  case. 
Loo k in g  back  ove r  the yea r s  h i s  me mo ry  had  played h im false 
in a w a y  th a t  s u g g e s t s  the  s ig n i f ic ance  tie a t t a ch ed  to the  s teps  
which  led to  the  f irs t  e x a m in a t i o n  of the  Class if ica t ion.

So m e t i m e  ear ly  in 1895 a copy  of  the  C la ss i f ica t io n  a r r i ­
ved a n d  he  and  La F o n t a i n e  eage r ly  se t  a b o u t  s t u d y i n g  it and  
t r a n s l a t i n g  th e  m a in  d iv is ions,  the  s ub d iv is io ns  for sociology 
a n d  t h e  ex tende d  t a b l e s  for some of th e se  sub div is ions .  Lii 
F o n t a i n e  had  f luen t E n g l i s h  a n d  Ot le t  w a s  able to read  it. On 
M a rc h  24, 1895. Ot le t  w ro te  to Dewey to a sk  forma l ly  for p e r ­
miss ion  to use  a n d  develop the Decimal  Classi f ica t ion :

B ein g  v e ry  m uch occupied w ith  a ll d ia l can  co n trib u te  to  th e  p ro g ress  
of b ib lio g rap h y  and  c la ss ifica tio n  of books. I h av e  m ad e  th e  acq u a in ­
ta n c e  o f y o u r  w ork  w ith  th e  keenest in te res t. Y our D ecim al C lass if i­
ca tio n  is  t ru ly  a  m asterp iece  of in g en u ity . I h a v e  s tu d ied  it fo r severa l 
w eeks w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f m ak in g  it th e  b a s is  fo r o u r  b ib liog raph ic  
office, and  on th is  o ccasion  I take th e  lib e rty  o f a d d re ss in g  to  you 
th e  fo llo w in g  questions:
1. In y o u r op in ion  w ould the D ecim al C lassifica tio n  be  app licab le  to  a 
b ib liog raph ic  a rra n g e m e n t, and  w h a t m o d ifications sh o u ld  it und erg o  
fo r th is ap p lication?
2. I sen d  you w ith  Ib is le tte r  a  no tice  on  the O ffice of Socio logic B ibli­
o g rap h y  w hich w e have founded  in B russels, and  specim ens of tw o 
b ib lio g rap h ical review s th a t a re  published reg u la rly . T liesc rev iew s have 
adopted  a c la ss ifica tio n  en tire ly  conform able  to  E u ro p ean  id eas for 
law  and  socio logy . A ccord ing  to  your idea how  w ould It he possib le to 
app ly  your system  lo  these  sub jects?  Your w ork  scarce ly  fu rn ishes 
en o u g h  su b d iv is io n s in law  and  socio logy . If o u r  O ffice adopted  your 
sy s tem  ... w hich w ould  re su lt in  a cq u a in tin g  E urope  w ith  y o u r  idea —  
cou ld  you pu t yourse lf to  th e  ta sk  of in tro d u c in g  in to  y o u r  c la ss if ica ­
tion , w ith  o u r  co llab o ra tio n , all th e  d iv is io n s  a n d  sub d iv is io n s for 
law  a n d  socio logy w hich a re  now  lack ing?
3. C ould w e proceed to  a F rench  tra n s la tio n  of y o u r D ecim al C lisslfi- 
ca tio n , a n d  on w h a t term s? ...10
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Dewey did no t  reply immedia te ly ,  a n d  w h e n  Ot le t  w ro te  
a g a i n  it w a s  to tell him of the p l a n s  he  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  ha d  
conce ived  for a un iversal  b ib l iog raphic  o r g a n i s a t i o n  which would 
rest  on the  co rner -s tone  of the  Decimal  Class if ica t ion .  When 
D ew ey  rep lied  to Ot le t ' s  ov e r tu re s  a t  the  end  of  J u n e  1895, it 
w a s  to g ive  the E u r o p e a n s  the  r i g h t  to t r a n s l a t e  th e  Decimal  
Class i f ica t ion .

In the mea nt im e  Ot le t  and  La F o n ta in e  orde re d  more  cop­
ies of the Class if ica t ion from Cedr i c  Ch iv er s  of the Library  
B u r e a u  Office in London,  a su b s id ia r y  of  the  office or ig i na l ly  
se t  up  in Bos ton  by Dewey a n d  o th e rs , "  from which  they also 
reques ted  a v a r ie ty  of o ther  k inds  of informat ion ,  par t ic u l a r ly  
abo ut  C u t t e r ' s  Class if ica t ion,  in te res t  in which  the y  h a d  ex ­
pre ss ed  to  Dewey also.  E a r l y  in M a rc h  of 1895, Ch iv er s  w r o te  to 
them th a t  C u t t e r  h ad  com ple ted  m a n y  of the  d iv i s ions of his 
Cla ss i f ica t ion  b u t  t h a t  it had  not  all ve t  been publ i shed .  In the 
m o n t h s  th a t  fol lowed he kept  them infor med  of i ts  p rogress .  
F r o m  Ch iv er s  they a l so  o b t a in ed  a copy of the  s a le s  c a t a l o g  
of th e  Li b ra ry  B u r e a u ’s m a in  office in Boston ,  ex a m p le s  of 
ca rd  stock,  in format ion  about  pr ices  a n d  processes ,  a n d  the 
P e rk in s ’s  Clas s i f ica t ion .12

Gradua l ly ,  the i r  ideas  about  the  fu tu re  of the i r  ow n b ib ­
l i og raph ic  work  b e g a n  to c rys ta l l i se  in the i r  m in ds .  It became 
c l e a r  to th e m  th a t  the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  w a s  n o t  on ly  an 
im p ro v e m e n t  over  o ther  c lass i f ica t ions ,  bu t  t h a t  it m u s t  be ­
c om e  the  ver i t ab le  sou rce  a n d  c e n t r e  of  the ir  o w n  en de av ours .

As  they s a w  it, the Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  ha d  these 
s t r i k i n g  a d v a n ta g e s :

It p ro v ides f irs t o f a ll a  n o m en c la tu re  fo r hu m an  k now ledge, fixed, 
u n iv ersa l, and  ab le  to  be expressed  in  a n  in te rn a tio n a l la n g u a g e  —  
th a t o f num bers. It p ro v ides u n ity  of m ethod in the c lass ifica tio n  
of all b ib liog raph ies and  perm its an  exac t concordance  betw een the 
c lass ifica tio n  of lib ra ries  and  th a t  of a b ib lio g rap h ic  rep erto ry . F ina lly , 
it p ro v ides an  un lim ited  system  of d iv is io n s and  su b d iv is io n s o f sub ­
jec ts  in w hich a ll connected  p a r ts  a re  g ro u p ed  n e a r  each  o th e r.13

Before the advent  of the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  it w a s  c u s t o m ­
a ry  to a r r a n g e  b ib l iographic  m a t e r i a l s  u n d e r  a v a r i e ty  of 
su b je c t  h e a d in g s  re lated e i ther  th r ou gh  the  a r b i t r a r y  c o n ju n c ­
t ions  of  the  a lp h a b e t  or  re la ted  by a n  inv ar iab ly  incomplete,  to 
s o m e  ex ten t  id iosyncra t ic  a nd  ten de nt io us  c lass i f ica t ion  of 
su b je c t s  expressed  in ve rba l  t e r m s  of ten too lo n g  a n d  too com­
plex for  p rac t ica l  use.  The  deve lop me nt  of s c h e m e s  which  com­
b i n e d  c lass i f icat ion  with a non-verba l ,  a lp h a -n u m e r ic  code 
seem ed to  obvia te  so m e  of the  diff icul t ies  p r e se n t e d  by  o ther  
schemes .  B u t  the  te rms ,  the « indices» such  s ch em es  produced  
w e re  « indec iph erab le  h ie ro g ly ph s  th a t  no la ry n x  c an  pronounce ,  
such as  for  ex am p le  — Djkm,  or -Zwr ,  o r  even -3y3cd».u  In 
the Decimal  C lass i f ic a t ion  the  a g r e e m e n t ,  d ep en d en ce  a n d  s u b ­
o r d in a t i o n  of  ideas  w e re  all c lea r ly  ind ica ted ,  O t l e t  a n d  La
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F o n t a i n e  bel ieved,  by the o r d e r  of  the f igures  m a k i n g  up  a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  dec imal  numb er .

In  effect, th e  f ig u re s  w hich  rep re sen t th e  c la sses  and  d iv is ions of 
each sub ject u n ite  in to  a s in g le  ex trem ely  sim p le  num erical expression . 
T he affilia tio n , th e  g en ea lo g y  even , o f th e  id eas and  th e  o b jec ts, their 
dependence and  su b o rd in a tio n  ... find  and  ad eq u a te  rep re se n ta tio n  in the 
b ib lio g rap h ic  s ig n  so  fo rm ed . T his rep re se n ta tio n  n e a r ly  excludes the 
co n v en tio n al a n d  th e  a rb itra ry . N o t on ly  d o es each  fig u re  express in 
its  fash ion  an  e sse n tia l Idea, bu t th e  co m bination  o f figu res, that 
is  to  say , th e ir  o rd e r  in  th e  se rie s  a n d  th e ir p lace  in th e  num ber, a re  
a c tu a lly  produced  acco rd in g  to  th e  law s of sc ien tific  logic, In  this 
se n se  they  c o n s titu te  a  tru e  new  la n g u a g e  in w hich th e  p h ra ses (here 
n u m b ers ) a re  form ed a cc o rd in g  to  c o n s ta n t sy n tac tica l ru les  from 
fig u res  (here n u m b ers ). I t  is a k ind  of sy n th e tic  lan g u a g e : th e  lig u re s  
a r e  the p red ica tiv e  a n d  a ttr ib u tiv e  ro o ts  in it —  p u re ly  v e rb a l roots 
in  th e  sen se  th a t th ey  a re  n e ith e r su b s tan tiv e , n o r  ad jectiv es , no r 
v e rb s . T hey a re  p laced  above a n d  o u tsid e  g ra m m atica l c a teg o rie s , in 
th a t  th ey  ex p ress a b s trac tio n s , p u re  sc ien tific  ca teg o rie s . U n d er this 
d o ub le  head , the D ecim al C lassifica tio n  c o n s titu te s  a v e ritab le  in te r­
n a tio n a l sc ien tific  lan g u a g e , a  com ple te  svm bology  of science, su scep ­
tible of to -d ay  b r in g in g  to  in te lle c tu a l ' w orkers, help an a lo g o u s 
to  th a t w hich th ey  received in  th e  M iddle  A g e s ...f ro m  L a tin .15

A p a r t  f rom the  l inguis t ic  a n d  logical  a s p e c ts  of the c l ass i f i ­
ca t io n ,  the  fact t h a t  a n  index lo its t a b les  could  be compiled 
in a n y  l a n g u a g e ,  m e a n t  th a t  it could be  used by a nyo ne  a n y ­
where .  As it ha d  d ec im a l nu m b er s ,  it could a l s o  be’ ex tended  
indef in i te ly wi th ou t  co n fu s i n g  the  or de r  of t h e  n u m b e r s  or 
c o m p l i c a t i n g  the  p ro cedure  for  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of ma te r ia l  
by  them.  «I t  r e s p o n d s  to  the  essen t ia l  p r inc ip le  of b ib l io ­
g r a p h i c  order ,  as  of  all o rder :  a p lace  for each th ing ,  a n d  each 
t h i n g  in i ts p lace .»10 It w a s  not  a c lass i f ica t ion  of  science,  O t ­
let a nd  La F o n ta in e  w e re  qu ick  to point  out .  « I t  is mere ly a 
comp lex  s t a t e m e n t  of  t h e  v a r io u s  su b je c ts  de a l t  with by  the 
sc iences wi th  a g r o u p i n g  of these  su bje c ts  a c c o r d i n g  to the 
mos t  g e n e ra l l y  a d o p te d  order ,  each  be in g  given a se t  p lace .»17

Th ere  is m uch  in Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e ’s o r ig in a l  account  
o f  th e  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  to  which  one  m ig h t  ob ject  today,  
a n d  m uc h th a t  is obscure.  The  d is t inct ion ,  for example ,  be tween 
a b ib l iog raph ic  a n d  a scient i f ic  c lass i f ica t ion  is by no  m e a n s  
con vi nc in g ly  s t a t ed ,  especial ly  as  the b ib l iog raphi c  n u m b e r s  
a r e  sa id  to respo nd  to t h e  « la w s  of sc ient i f ic  logic». N e v e r th e ­
less.  it is c lear  th a t  to the  E u r o p e a n s  it w a s  s o m e t h i n g  novel 
a n d  full of  possibi l i ty.  It ex tended  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s 
hor izons  indefini tely.  I t  seemed to them feasible,  now th a t  they 
h ad  d iscovered a n  a p p r o p r ia te  c lass i f ica t ion ,  to deve lop the 
work,  a s  ye t  res t r ic ted in scope,  th a t  they had  b e g u n  a t  the 
In te rn a t io na l  Office of Bib l iography .  It seemed to them now 
not  a n  idle d re a m  to a t t e m p t  to  g o  beyond the  v a r io u s  kinds 
of spec ia l i sed  b ib l iog raphi c  r epe r tor ie s ’ in l imi ted sub jec t  a reas  
■such a s  la w  and  soc iology  th a t  they  had a l re ady  begun.  They 
could  hope  to produce  a un iversa l  b ib l iog raph ic  reper tory
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em b r a c i n g  all su b je c t s  w h e t h e r  ex is t i n g  a t  the m o m e n t  or  yet  
to  b e  discovered.  H e re  to h a n d  w a s  t h a t  «very  sys temat ic ,  very 
precise synopt ic  table» wi th  a s t a n d a r d  n o m e n c la tu re  t h a t  O t ­
let h ad  described  a s  n ecessa ry  sev era l  ye a rs  before in U n peu  
d e B ib liograph ie .

In o r d e r  to publici se  t h e  c las s i f ica t ion  a n d  the  w o rk  th a t  
they had a l r e a d y  done  and  to od ta in  su ppor t  for the ex tens ions  
the y  h ad  a l r e a d y  done  and  to o b ta in  s u p p o r t  for the  ex tens ions  
n a t i ona l  conference  on b ib l io gra phy .  F o r  the  in fo rm at io n  of  
those  who woul d  a t t e n d  th e  con fe rence  they dr e w  up a d o c u ­
m e n t  s e t t i n g  ou t  the ir  ideas  abo u t  re q u i r e m e n ts  of o rg a n i s a t i o n  
for a un ive rsa l  b ib l iog raphi c  re pe r tor y  which  w a s  a s s u m i n g  
i n c re a s in g ly  l a r g e  propo r t i ons  in the ir  eyes  as  th e  m o d e  of 
b ib l io gr aph ic  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the  fu tu re .1® A un iv e rs a l  bibl io ­
g r a p h ic  reper tory,  they  dec la red ,  wo uld  be comple te,  o r g a n i s e d  
by  both su b je c ts  a n d  au th or s ,  a n d  w oul d  ex is t  in m u l t i p le  co­
pies d i s t r ibu ted  t h r o u g h o u t  the  wor ld .  It wou ld  be e xac t  a nd  
precise  a nd  w oul d  a l low for  e a s y  cor rec t ion  of  e r r o r s  a n d  
o miss ion s .  It w ou ld  m a k e  full u se  of e x i s t i n g  b ib l iographic  
work ,  a n d  would se rve  as  a un ion  c a t a l o g u e  for  the  m a te r ia l  
included.

Of  the  necess i ty  for  the  reper tory ,  O t le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  
w e re  fully convinced;  a n d  they  se t  ou t  in de ta i l  the u se  th a t  
scholars ,  l ib ra r i ans ,  ed i tors ,  pub l i shers ,  a u th o r s  a n d  o r d in a r y  
m e m b e r s  of the  publ ic  could  m a k e  of it. They poin ted  o u t  th a t  
t h ough  b ib l iography  had  a g l or ious  past ,  its deve lo pm en t  h ad  
been l imi ted by lack of  a g r e e m e n t  and  co-operat ion a m o n g s t  
b i b l i og rapher s .  B u t  wi th  the  Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  a n d  an  a p ­
p ro pr ia te  o r g a n i s a t i o n  to  co-o rd ina te  in te rn a t i o n a l  effort,  they 
were  con vin ced  th a t  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  co -opera t ion  could be  e n ­
c o u ra g e d  a n d  ex tended .  They described the  work  a l r e a d y  u n ­
der  w a y  on the re pe r to ry  a t  the In te rn a t i o n a l  Office of Bib l iog­
raph y  in B russ e l s  a nd  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  wi th the Decimal  C l a s ­
s i f ica t ion and  mo vab le  c a r d s  p e rm i t t i n g  in te rca l a t ion  of en tr ies ,  
the m a j o r  technical  diff icult ies a p p a r e n t l y  in h ib i t i ng  its 
comple t io n  were  removed.  They  s t re s se d  t h a t  it w a s  im por t an t  
to move  a h e a d  quickly,  now  t h a t  the  work  w a s  begu n,  a n d  in 
or de r  lo b r i n g  it r ap id ly  to s o m e  a d v a n c e d  s t a g e  w he re  it 
could begin  to be useful ,  to to le ra te  a n  e r ror  fac tor  of 25 to 
30 per  cent .

They draf ted  Ihe fol lowing  p ro p o sa ls  for the  cons ide ra t io n  
of  an  in te rn a t io n a l  conference:

1. T h at an  In te rn a tio n a l B ib liog raph ical In s titu te  be c rea ted  h a v in g  a s  
its  object the s tu d y  of all q u estio n s  connected  w ith  b ib lio g rap h y  in 
gen era l, and  m ore specifically , w ith  th e  developm en t of th e  U n iv ersa l 
R epertory ...
2. T hat a g re a t ex ten sio n  be m ad e  in  th e  w o rk  b eg u n  by the In te r­
na tio n a l O ttice  of B ib liography  w hich sh o u ld  becom e the executive  
o rg a n  for th e  decisions o f th e  B ib liog raph ic  In s titu te . This O ffice  
w hose p re sen t o rg a n is a tio n  is qu ite  p rov isio n al, sho u ld  be d e fin ite ly
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c o n stitu ted  on th e  b asis of a  v a s t co -opera tive  society  w hose m em bers 
sh o u ld  be a ll those  in te res ted  in  the c rea tio n  of th e  un iversal 
rep erto ry ; s la te s , pub lic  a d m in is tra to rs , sc ien tific  a ssoc ia tions, lib ra ­
ries. p u b lishers , a u th o rs  and  m en of le tte rs . This O ffice sh o u ld  p u b ­
lish  a u n iv e rsa l rep erto ry  on  c a rd s  c lass ified  by  th e  D ecim al C lassifi­
ca tio n . All e x is tin g  b ib lio g rap h ic  m a te ria l sh o u ld  be fused  in  the 
rep erto ry ; local b ib lio g rap h ic  c en tre s  open to  a ll sh o u ld  be  c rea ted  in all 

c ities arid in  a ll in te llec tu a l cen tres , a n d  should  receive con tin u o u sly  
from  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice a ll th e  b ib lio g rap h ic  n o tices p rin ted  on  card s. 
T hese  local offices should  be se t up  in  a ll la rg e  lib ra rie s  w h ere  soon 
they  w ould be m erged  w ith  th e  c a ta lo g  departm en t, to d ay  so  costly  to  
m ain ta in  and  of sueli incom plete  u se fu lness.
3 . A  B ib liog raph ic  U nion  should  lie form ed be tw een  g o v e rn m en ts  
w h o  w ill en co u rag e  th e  developm en t of the rep erto ry  by  su b scrib in g  
to  cop ies of it p ro p o rtio n a l in  n u m b er to  th e ir re sp ec tiv e  p o p u latio n s 
a n d  the am o u n t of th e ir a n n u a l l ite ra ry  p ro d u c tio n .1*

The con fe rence  w a s  r a t h e r  h u r r ie d ly  o r g a n i s e d .  A little 
m o re  th a n  six m o n th s  a f te r  they  h ad  f irst  e x a m i n e d  the  Dewey 
Dec im al  Class i f ica t ion ,  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  ha d  decided  on 
w h a t  w a s  to become,  for Ot le t  a t  l eas t ,  a l i fet ime p r o g r a m ,  a nd  
they pressed  a h e a d  wi th  it wi th  they u t m o s t  d i spa tch .  In th a t  
six m o n th s  before  the e nd  of J u l y  1895 when the  inv i ta t io ns  
w e n t  out  for an  in te rn a t i o n a l  conference  lo  a s s e m b le  in B r u s ­
se l s  on the 2nd  of S ept em be r ,  ba re ly  one  m o n th  later ,  they  h ad  
s tud ied  the c lass i f icat ion,  t r a n s l a t e d  p a r t s  of it, b e g u n  to  m o d ­
ify it, a le r ted  m a n y  of their  c o l le agu es  in Belg ium to their  
e n l a r g e d  b ib l iog raphic  ambi t ion s ,  a n d  ha d  set  ab ou t  c l a s s i ­
fy ing  the b ib l io gr aph ic  no tices  a l r e a d y  col lected at  the  Office 
of  I n te r n a t io n a l  Bib l iography ,  no t ices  w hic h  they s u g g e s t e d  
sh o u ld  become the  bas i s  of  th e  propose d  un iv e rs a l  repertory .  
B y  the t ime  they ha d  f in ished  the ir  note,  «O n the  C re a t i on  of 
a U n iv e r sa l  Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory» ,  p r e s u m a b ly  p r in te d  in 
t ime  to  ac c o m p a n y  the  i nv i ta t io ns  to t h e  conference  or  not  lon g  
a f te r ,  the y  had  c lassi f ied 200,000 notices.20 By the  t ime  the  
con fe rence  c losed they ha d  b r o u g h t  the  n u m b e r  to 400.000.21 
They  w e re  a ss i s te d  in this  w o r k  by La  F o n t a i n e ’s s i s te r ,  Leo- 
nie.

Above  all, in th is  per iod  the  tw o  f r iends  set  t u r n i n g  th a t  
m a c h in e r y  of a c q u a i n t a n c e  a n d  inf luence  which,  soc ia l ly  and  
profess ional ly ,  they  were  in such a good  pos it ion to exploit.  
T h e  e m in e n t  f inanc ie r ,  E r n e s t  Solv av , 22 w a s  preva i led  upon to 
g ive  f inanc ia l  su pp or t .  The  B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  offe red  its 
p a t r o n a g e  th r o u g h  the M in is t r y  of the In te r ior  a n d  Pub l ic  I n ­
s t ruc t ion ,  a nd  E d o u a r d  D escam ps ,  a d i s t i ngu ish ed  pol i t ician a nd  
law ye r ,  un der too k  to p re s i de  a t  th e  Conference .23 As  a resul t ,  
th e  i nv i ta t io ns  w e re  e n d o r s e d  by the  Belg ian  g o v e r n m e n t  and 
th e  conference  a s s u m e d  a semi-official  c h a r a c t e r  c a lc u la ted  to 
g iv e  i ts  de l ibera t ions ,  di rec ted  w i t h  a u th o r i t y  a n d  held in c o m ­
for tab le  s u r r o u n d i n g s  in the  Hote l Rav ens te in ,  a we ig h t  they 
m i g h t  not  o th erwise  have  had .
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T he  conference  p re sse d  wi th  a l m o s t  b r eak n ec k  sp eed  u p o n  
th e  inv i t a t i ons  to it. In the n o r m a l  co u rs e  of events ,  such  a 
conference  would h a v e  been  g i ven  wide  publ ici ty,  a n d  the l e a r n ­
ed  wor ld  w oul d  have  been ab le  to take  i ts t ime  in co n s id e r in g  
th e  i s sues  r a i s e d  before  p r e p a r i n g  to a t tend .  T h a t  th e re  w a s  
n o t  e no ug h t ime be tween  inv i ta t ion  a n d  conference  for  dele-

fa t e s  e i t he r  from E n g l a n d ,  so  n e a r  a t  hand ,  o r  f rom the United 
ta t e s  to m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for th e  j o u r n e y  to Bru sse l s ,  a n d  

t h a t  o th e rs  f rom I ta ly  a n d  F r a n c e  felt h a r r ie d  a n d  ru sh ed ,  
c r e a te d  so m e susp ic io n  of Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e ’s b ib l io g ra ­
phic en te rp r i s e  t h a t  it took t ime  to  di spel .24

The re  w as ,  however ,  good  re a so n  for has te .  A m o v e m e n t  
w a s  g a t h e r i n g  force in the  Royal Soc ie ty  of London to u n d e r ­
t a k e  a v e n tu re  of in te rn a t io n a l  b ib l i o g ra p h y  s i m i la r  to  th e i r  
ow n .  F o r  m o re  t h a n  30 y e a r s  the  Royal  Soc ie ty  of  L o n d o n  h a d  
been i s s u in g  its C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n ti f ic  P apers. I n c r e a s i n g  in 
size wi th  every  yea r ,  on ly  m e a g e r l y  s u bs id is ed  by the g o v e r n ­
ment ,  st ill  l a ck i ng  the subjec t  index t h a t  it h a d  been hoped 
could  on e  d ay  be provided  for i t  b u t  w hich  w a s  be c o m in g  ever 
m o re  diff icult  a n d  expens ive  to compile ,  the  C a ta lo g u e  at  l a s t  
be cam e  a b u rden  too g r e a t  for  th e  re so u rc e s  of  the  Society.  In 
1893 the Council  of  th e  Soc ie ty ap p o in te d  a spec ia l  c o m m it t ee  
to in v e s t ig a te  w a y s  of c o n t i n u i n g  th e  C a ta lo g u e  by  m e a n s  of 
i n te rn a t io na l  co-opera t ion.  H a v i n g  received f avo ura bl e  a n s w e r s  
to a c i r cu la r  a d d r e s s e d  to sc ie n t i s t s  a n d  scient if ic  bodies  
t h r o u g h o u t  the wor ld ,  t h e  c o m m it t ee  re co m m en d ed ,  in a r epor t  
d a t e d  J u n e  1895, t h a t  the  Counci l  cal l  a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  co n fe ­
rence  in J u l y  1896 «wi th  the view' of  d i s c u s s in g  a n d  s e t t l i n g  
a de ta i led  sc he m e  for the  produc t io n  by  i n te r n a t i o n a l  c oo pe ra -  
t ion of  comple te  a u t h o r  a n d  sub jec t  c a t a l o g u e s  of scientif ic 
l i t e r a ture» .25

As the  t ime  of y e a r  for such  g a t h e r i n g s  in E ur ope  is the  
s u m m e r  m o nt hs ,  had Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  w is he d  to g ive  m o re  
not ice of the i r  in ten t ion to cal l  a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  confe rence  of  
b ib l iography ,  they w oul d  have  h a d  to  hold it a t  a pp ro xi m a te ly  
the  s a m e  t im e as  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  Con fe re nce  on  a C a t a l o g u e  
of Sc ient i f ic  L i te r a tu re  w a s  m e e t i n g  in London .  They  could not  
hope  lo com pe te  wi th  the Royal  Soc ie ty in a ny  w a y  —  a n  o r g a n ­
i sa t ion Uien, as il is now, of u n a s s a i l a b l e  a u th o r i t y  and  p r e s ­
tige, The  as se m bly  it w as  s p o n so r in g  w a s  to be ca l led by the 
Br i t ish  g o v e r n m e n t  as  a conference  of  g o v e r n m e n t s  with off i­
cial r ep re sen t a t io n .  The  a s s e m b ly  a t  B r u s s e l s  rep re se n te d  m e ­
rely a g a t h e r i n g  of in te re s te d  in d iv id u a ls  u n d e r  the  benevolent  
s u rve i l l ance  of ihe Be lg ia n  gove rn m ent .  By  ho ld in g  thei r  m e e t ­
ing in 1895, Ot le t  and  La F o n ta in e  ha d  a chance" to es tab l i sh  
wi t hou t  com pe t i t ion  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  they  wishe d  to see  develop 
their  ow n ventu re ,  to o b ta in  in te rn a t io na l  appo val  of it 
a n d  par t ic ipa t ion  in it, a n d  t ime  to publ ic i se  a ny  a p p a r e n t
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suc cess  it m ig h t  enjoy.  They  could  then  hope  to take a d v a n t a g e  
of the  o p po r tun i t y  for p r o p a g a n d a  pre sen ted  by  the m e e t i n g  
in Lo ndo n in 1896, a n d  a t t e m p t  to d r a w  the  Royal  Soc ie ty a n d  
the  In te rn a t i o n a l  Co nfe re nce  on  a C a t a l o g u e  of  Scient i fic 
L i t e r a t u r e  into s u p p o r t i n g ,  p e rh a p s  ac t ive ly  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  wi th  
them,  in the  deve lopmen t  of the  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  a n d  the  
Universa l  Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory.  By ho ld in g  the ir  conference  
in 1895, r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  p u t  in the  inv id io us  posi t ion  of 
d e c l a r i n g  a n  in ten t ion  in 1896, the y  w e re  g iven  the  a d v a n t a g e  
of a n n o u n c i n g  a fact.

T H E  IN T ER N A TIO N A L C O N FE R E N C E  O F B IB LIO G R A PH Y

The  In te rn a t i o n a l  Confe rence  of Bib l i og raphy  a sse mb led  
on  th e  2nd  day  of Se pte mber ,  1895 as  p l a n n e d ,  broke into s t u ­
dy  gr o u p s ,  ex a m in e d  the  m a t t e r s  p laced  before it for th r ee  
d a y s  a n d  c losed in a p l e n a ry  se ss ion  wi th  r e s o u n d i n g  a p p la u s e  
by  th e  de le g a t e s  a t  w h a t  they h ad  been ab le  to  accompl ish.  
As  a m a jo r i t y  of the de le g a te s  w'crc Belg ian  the  conference  
could  ha rd ly  be cal led  r ep re sen ta t i ve ly  i n te rn a t io na l ,  as  a n u m ­
b e r  of c o m m e n t a t o r s  pointed out  wi th  so m e  asper i ty .26 Ne­
ve r the less ,  a n  i ndependent  body  of  men,  with re presen ta t io n  
f rom a n u m b e r  of count r ies ,  ha d  formal ly  taken  up the  po in ts  
se t  ou t  in the inv i ta t ion  to the  conference27 and  in i ts  « w o rk ­
in g  pape r»  h ad  de ba ted  them a nd  had  pa ss e d  a se r ies  of a p ­
p a r e n t l y  u n a n i m o u s  re so lu t io ns  on  them. The work  of  tw o  B e l ­
g i a n s  w a s  there fo re  g iven  a form of in te rn a t i o n a l  sa n c t io n ,  
a n d  they  ha d  got  in a h e a d  of  the  Royal  Society.  «Decimal  
Cla ss i f ica t ion  u n a n im o u s ly  adopted .  In te rna t ion l  B ib l io g ra ph i ­
cal  Ins t i t u te  proc la ime d you ho no ra ry  member» ,  cab led  Ot le t  
to  Dewey.28

Th e  reso lu t i ons  of the conference  were  as  follows:
1. T he conference  co n sid ers  th a t  the D ecim al C lassifica tio n  g iv es 
fu lly  sa tis fa c to ry  re su lts  from  a n  in te rn a tio n a l a n d  p rac tica l poin t 
of view ;
2. T he conference  o b se rv es th e  co n sid erab le  ap p lica tio n s a lre ad y  m ade  
of D ew ey’s  C lass ific a tio n  a n d  recom m ends i ts  ad o p tio n  as a w hole to  
fac ilita te  a n  ag reem en t betw een a ll co u n trie s  w ith  th e  b riefest delay :
3. T he conference reso lv es th a t  the g o v ern m en s should  form a u n i­
v e rsa l b ib lio g rap h ic  un ion  w ith  a view  to  th e  c rea tio n  of an  In te rn a ­
tio n a l O ffice o f B ib liog raphy . It c h a rg e s  its  B u reau  to  c a rry  th is 
re so lu tio n  to  th e  B elg ian  g o v ernm en t a n d  resp ec tfu lly  a sk s that 
it tak e  w h a tev e r s te p s  it th in k s  w ould  be usefu l;
4. T he conference h a s  se ttled  o n  th e  c rea tio n  o f a n  In te rn a tio n a l 
In s ti tu te  o f B ib liog raphy ;
5. T he conference, co n sid e rin g  th a t  a n y  sy s tem atic  c la ss ifica tio n  p re ­
supposes th e  ex istence  of com plete, a cc u ra te  n a tio n a l b ib liog raph ies, 
p o in ts  ou t to  th e  g o v e rn m en t th e  im p o rtan ce  of un ifo rm  leg a l d e ­
p o sit law s;
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6, Tlie conference  reso lves th a t p u b lica tio n s re su ltin g  from  Individual 
e ffo rt, and  m ore p a rticu la rly , collective  c a ta lo g s  p repared  by book-trade 
o rg a n isa tio n s , sh o u ld  likew ise ad o p t the D ecim al C lassifica tio n .20

The S t a t u t e s  oi  the I n te r n a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  of  Bib l i og raphy  
w e r e  d r a w n  up  in cons iderab le  detai l .30 Essent i a l ly ,  the 
func t ions  of  the  In s t i t u t e  w e re  to prov id e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for the 
s t u d y  of  c lass i f ica t ion  in g e n e r a l  a n d  to  p ro m o te  a uniform 
a n d  in te rn a t io n a l  sys te m of c lass i f ica t ion  in  p ar t ic u la r .  The  
m e m b e r s  could  be ind iv i dua ls ,  in s t i t u t i o n s  or  assoc ia t ions ,  a nd  
t h e r e  w oul d  be no l imi t  p laced  upon the s ize of t h e  In s t i t u te ’s 
m em ber sh ip .  A B u r e a u  w ou ld  c ons is t  of a P re s id e n t ,  a S e c r e t a ­
ry -G ene ra l  a n d  a T r e a s u r e r  to  s e r v e  for  a  t e r m  of s ix  y ea r s .  
The  In s t i t u t e  would publ ish a bu l le t in  periodica l ly.  A special  
t e m p o r a r y  prov is i on  waived  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  m e m b e r s  be 
a d m i t t e d  on ly  upon  formal  no m in a t io n  a n d  a f te r  secre t  s c r u ­
t i n y  by  th e  G e n e r a l  As se m bl y ,  un t i l  s u c h  t im e  a s  th e  Ins t i tu te  
w a s  s t ro n g er .  The  p e r m a n e n t  B ur eau  w a s  g iv en  power  to a d ­
mit  m e m b e r s  and  to take  w h a te v e r  ur g e n t  m e a s u r e s  were  nec­
e s s a r y  to develop the Inst i tute .  This  t e m p o r a r y  provis ion  w as  
n o t  forma l ly  r esc in ded  unt i l  a f te r  t h e  W a r  of  1914— 18. Baron 
D e s c a m p s  becam e  Pr e s id en t ,  Ot le t  S e c re ta ry -G en e ra l  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e  Tr easu re r .

Less  th a n  two w eeks  a f te r  the conference  c losed  the in ­
f luent ia l  con nec t ion s  of the  m e m b e r s  of  the B u r e a u  of the  In ­
te r n a t i o n a l  Ins t i tu te  of Bi b l io g ra ph y  to g e th e r  wi th  the  t h o r o u g h ­
n e s s  of  the i r  p r e p a r a t o r y  work  were  c l ear ly  revealed.  
A re po r t  on the  I n te r n a t io n a l  Oi i ic e  of B ib l io g r a p h y  s i g n ed  by 
the M in i s t e r  for the Inte rior  and  Publ ic  Ins t ruc t io n  a p p e a re d  in 
t h e  M o n iteu r  b e lg e  for 17 S ep tem ber ,  1895.31. T h e  s a m e  i ssue  
of the M o n iteu r  be lg e  co n t a ine d  a Royal Decree formal ly  a s ­
s u m i n g  g o v e rn m e n ta l  respons ib i l i ty  for the  In te rn a t i o n a l  
Off ice of  Bib l iography .  I t s  miss ion  w a s  descr ibed  as  « the  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  a n d  the  pub l ica t ion  of  a un iv e rs a l  b ib l io g raph ic  re p ­
er tory .  the se rv ic in g  of this  reper tory ,  and  the s tu dy  of all 
qu e s t i o n s  re l a t in g  to b ib l iog raph ica l  work».  Th e  execut ive  m e m ­
be rs h i p  of  the  Off ice w a s  to be appo in ted  by th e  C r o w n  and  
w o u ld  cons is t  of  e ffect ive member s .  A ss oc i a te  B e lg ia n  an d  
foreign m e m b e r s  w o u ld  co n s t i t u te  the  rest  of the  m em be rsh ip .  
A ss oc i a te  m e m b e r s  w e re  not to be l imi ted  in n u m b e r  b u t  were 
to  be n o m in a t e d  by the  effect ive m e m b e r s  a n d  ap p ro ved  by 
th e  C r o w n .  Th e  G o v e r n m e n t  a g r e e d  to p lace  s u i t a b l e  ac c o m m o ­
da t io ns  a t  the d i sposa l  of  the  Office and  to offer  a subven t io n  
in a m a n n e r  to be de te rmine d ,  to  help def ray  the  cos t s  of the  
Office. B a r o n  De scamps ,  F e r d in a n d  V a n  der  H a e g h e n  of the 
U n i v e r s i t y  of G a n d  ( G h e n t ) ,  Miche l Mour lon  of the Be lg ia n  
Geologica l  C o m m is s i on ,  O t le t ,  and  M a u r i c e  de  W u l f  of  the 
U n iv e r s i t y  of Lo u v a in  were  ap p o in te d  a s  the  effect ive m e m ­
b e r s  of th e  Office.32 La F on ta in e ,  a d m i t te d  the  y e a r  before to
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th e  B e lg ia n  S e n a t e  as  a Soc ia l i s t  me mber ,  w a s  pol i t ical ly  s u s ­
pec t  a n d  w a s  exc lude d  f rom th e  g o v e r n m e n t  of  t h e  Office.33

Th e  re su l t s  of  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  Con fe re nce  of B ib l iog ra ph y  
m u s t  h a v e  been g r a t i f y i n g  to O t l e t  a n d  La  F o nt a in e .  The  I n ­
te r n a t i o n a l  In s t i tu te  of  Bi b l io g rap h y  w a s  founded .  The  c r e a ­
t ion of a un iv e rs a l  b ib l io gr ap hi c  reper tory  a n d  th e  adop t io n  
a n d  de v e lo p m e n t  of  th e  D ec im a l  C la ss i f i ca t i on  w e r e  approved .  
Th e  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Office of B ib l i o g r a p h y  w a s  p laced  u n d e r  the  
a e g i s  of  the  B e l g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w a s  a s s u r e d  of p e r m a ­
n e n t  s u p p o r t  wi t h in  i ts D e p a r t m e n t  of  th e  In te r io r  a n d  P u b ­
lic In s t r uc t io n .  I t  is t r u e  t h a t  th i s  c r e a te d  s o m e  con fus ion ,  for  
the  func t ions  of the  Office formal ly  inc luded  th os e  of  the  I n ­
st i tute.  The  or ig in a l  no t i on  r e c o m m e n d e d  by O t l e t  a n d  La F o n ­
ta ine ,  reso lved  upon  by the  Conference ,  a n d  r epo r t ed  to the  
K in g  by the  Mi ni s te r ,  of a d o c u m e n ta r y  un io n  of g o v e r n m e n ts  
w i t h  th e  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Off ice  of  B ib l i o g r a p h y  a s  i t s  p e r m a n e n t  
b u r e a u ,  w a s  lost  s igh t  of for  the  t ime  be ing .  N o  doubt  th a t  
seemed  of l i t t le im p o r t a n c e  a t  t h e  t ime.  It w ou ld  h a v e  been 
pes s imis t ic  to an t i c ip a t e  conf lict  be tween  th e  bu reau  of the 
Ins t i tu te ,  a n  in te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a nd  th a t  of the  Office, 
a na t i o n a l  one,  for whi le  the  in te r - g o v e r n m e n ta l  t r e a t i e s  were  
lack ing ,  ne i ther  the  Ins t i t u te  n o r  the  Office,  as  p r iv a te  in te r ­
na t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  ha d  a n y  ident i ty  u n d e r  B e lg ia n  law. 
The  Office on  the  o ther  h a n d ,  "by v i r t u e  of  i ts  Royal  Decree 
b e i n g  both local  a n d  g o v e rn m e n ta l ,  could  a s s u m e  a  pro tec ted  
and  re sp on s ib le  lega l  exis tence.  In a n y  c a s e  Ot le t  w a s  th e  do­
m i n a n t  f igure in both o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  w a s  soon 
d r a w n  into  the formal  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the  Off ice by the  c r e a ­
t ion of th e  pos i t ion of Direc tor ,  a s ta f f  pos i t ion  r e q u i r i n g  only 
m in i s t e r i a l  a pp rov a l  ral l ie r  t h a n  the  m o re  formal  a pp rova l  by 
t h e  King.

W ORK B EG IN S

T he  t a s k s  co n f r o n t i n g  the  tw o f r iends  a f te r  the  Conference  
of 1895 w e r e  prodig ious .  B u t  there  w a s  a l r e a d y  a b a s i s  for 
g i v i n g  th e  O I B  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ins t i tu t i ona l  shape .  I n  th e  ye a r s  
before th e  Conference ,  the  Office h a d  been set  up  f i rs t  in La 
F o n t a i n e ’s  s t u d y  a n d  then  in the  Hote l  R ave ns te in .  A g ro u p  of 
co l l a b o r a to r s  h a d  a ss i s te d  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  w i t h  the  
de v e lo p m e n t  of  th e  b ib l iog raphi ca l  reper to ry  for  l a w  a n d  s o ­
ciology,  c lass if ied  so  has t i ly  a c c o r d i n g  to th e  Decimal  sys tem 
for (lie Conference .  Thi s  reper to ry  w a s  house d  in spec ia l ly  des 
igned c a t a l o g  fur n i tu re  which,  in a sense ,  co n s t i t u te d  a  f o u n d a ­
t ion for  the physica l  ex is tence of  th e  Office.  Yet  th e re  w a s  
s o m e t h i n g  t e n ta t i v e  ab ou t  it before the  Conference .  I t s  work  a p ­
p e a r s  to h a v e  been p r i m a r i ly  focused up o n  i ts publ i sh ed  bib-
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l io g ra ph ie s  for l aw a n d  soc iology  which  were  now  ca l led t h e  
B ib lio g ra p h ie  in te rn a tio n a le  d e s  sc ien ces so c ia les  and  not  upon  
s om e  in s t i tu t io na l  se rvice b a s e d  on  th e  re pe r tor y  itself.34

Af te r  S e p t e m b e r  1895, a s  p a r t  of  th e  B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
t h e  Off ice  w a s  now expec ted  to c a r r y  o u t  a m uc h  l a r g e r  pr o ­
g r a m  t h a n  i t  h a d  h a d  before.  I t  w a s  to  becom e  a  c e n t e r  of  
b ib l iogr aphic a l  p la n n in g ,  co-opera t ion ,  in fo rma t ion ,  su pp l ie s  
a n d  exper t i se .  I t  faced th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  d eve lo pm ent  of the  
Decim al  Clas s i f ic a t ion ,  a n d  th e  rap id  ex p an s i o n  for d irec t p u b ­
lic u se  of the  U n i v e r s a l  B ib l io gra ph ic  Reper tory .  To  e n s u r e  an 
o rd e r ly  div i sion a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  of the  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  t a s k s  
t h a t  w o u ld  devolve  u p o n  it a nd  a s y s te m a t ic  a l loca t ion  of them 
a m o n g  a s ta f f  a s s e m b le d  to  pe r form them,  so m e  k ind  of  f o r ­
ma l i s ed ,  b u r e a u c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  ha d  become nec e s sa ry  for  it.

The  a s s u m p t io n  by  the  Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  of s om e  co n s id ­
e ra b le  m e a s u r e  of  re spos ib i l i ty  for  th e  Office  con t r ibu ted  
s t r o n g l y  to  i ts  b u r e a u c r a t i s a t i o n .35 In 1895 the  Office received
10,000 Be lg ian  f r ancs  f rom th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th is  am o u n t  
w a s  inc re a se d  to 15,000 Be lg ian  f r ancs  the  fo l lowing  y e a r  and  
w a s  la te r  inc re a se d  a g a i n . 36 But  in o r d e r  to c on t inue  to ob ta in  
thi s  s u b s id y  the  Office w a s  requ i r ed  to provide  the g o v e r n m e n t  
wi t h  a de ta i led  a c c o u n t i n g  for  a ll m o n ey  received a n d  s p e n t  by 
it. Moreover ,  t h e  d r a w i n g  u p  a n d  pu bl ic a t io n  of  t h e  in te rn a l  
r e g u la t i o n s  by which the  Office w a s  to be  a d m in is te r e d  w a s  
a l so  m a n d a t o r y  in te rm s  of  the Royal Decree of  14 S ep temb er ,  
1895. Th es e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e re  su b m i t te d  in d ue  co u r se  to the  
M in is t e r  for the In te r ior  a n d  Pub l ic  Ins t ruc t io n  for approva l ,  
and  were  g aze t te d  in 1898.37 They def ined the  ta sks  th a t  the 
Office w a s  lega l ly  ob l iged  to per form,  se t  the ho u rs  d u r i n g  
which  it w ou ld  be open  to the  publ ic,  ind ic a te d  w h a t  th e  b u d ­
get  w a s  to con ta in  a n d  prec isely when  it shou ld  be su b m i t te d ,  
w h a t  k i nds  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  exp ens es  w e re  to be  rev iewed b y  
t h e  M in i s te r  a n d  s o  on .  T hey  a l s o  re cog ni sed  t h a t  th e  se rv i ce s  
of the  Di rec tor  a n d  S e c re ta ry -G en e ra l  w oul d  be freely g iven ,  
bu t  t h a t  o th e r  personne l  could he employed  as  ne c e ss a ry  a nd  
a s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  pe rm i t t ed .  The  Sec re ta ry -G en e ra l  w a s  c l ear ly  
a ckn ow le dg ed  a s  head  of  the  Office,  a n d  se t  a p a r t  for h im w a s  
the  respons ib i l i ty  of see in g  t h a t  the dec is ions of the  C o m m i t ­
tee of  Di rec tion w e re  ca r r i ed  out ,  a n d  th a t  the  m i n u t e s  of  its 
m e e t in g s  w e re  kept .  H e  w a s  to  be  he ld  u l t i m a te ly  a c c o u n ta b le  
for all gen e ra l  c o r re sp on de nc e  in the Office  a n d  for  the  d i spo ­
s i t ion of i ts funds.

A s  la id  d ow n ,  t h e s e  ru le s  d iv ided  a u t h o r i t y  in th e  Of f ic e  
be tween  the  Min is t ry ,  the  C o m m it t e e  of  Direct ion,  the  S e c r e t a ­
ry -G enera l  ( a n d  T r e a s u r e r )  a n d  th e  Di rector .  They w e re  d e ­
s i g n e d  to m a i n t a i n  a c e r ta in  co n s i s t en cy  of ac t ion a t  the O f ­
fice a n d  to e n s u r e  a p e r m a n e n c e  of  func tion.  They  b ro u g h t  t h e  
Office  into the  re a lm  of g o v e r n m e n t a l  b u r e a u c rac y  as  a physi -
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cal ,  s t r u c tu r e d  en t i t y  d es ig ne d  for publ ic  se rv ice  a n d  a s s u re d  
of  publ ic  su pp or t ,  t h i s  d i s t i n g u is h ed  the O I B  a t  t h e  ou t se t  
from o th e r  k inds  of  in te r na t io na l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of  a no n -g o v ­
e rn m en ta l .  scient i f ic  kind.  O th e r ,  b u t  p r i v a t e  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n s  of  the t ime,  by  no  m e a n s  lacked  s t r uc tu re .  Th er e  
w a s  us ua l ly  the p e r m a n e n t  co mmiss io n  of a scient i f ic  congr es s ,  
a n d  a bu rea u  a n d  a s ec re ta ry -g ene ra l .  So m e t i m e s  there  w a s  a 
l ib rary,  a n d  a r e g u l a r l y  pub l i s hed  jo u r n a l .  B u t  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
ex isted for the c o n g r e s s e s  a nd  the jo u rn a ls .  The  secre ta  ry-gen-  
e ra l sh ip  of ten ro ta ted  a t  r e g u la r  in te rv a ls  f rom c o u n t r y  to 
count ry ,  e i th e r  for r e a s o n s  of  equa l  d i s t r ib u t io n  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  
of  the po wer  a n d  r e sp ons ib i l i ty  cons id ered  to lie in th e  h a n d s  
of  the  s ec re ta ry -g ene ra l ,  o r  b ecau se  of l ega l  diff icul t ies in s e t ­
t i n g  u p  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p e r m a n e n t l y  in a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t ­
ry. Where  these  p ro bl em s d id not  ar ise,  th e  sec re ta ry -gene ra l ,  
usua l ly  un p a id  a nd  busy wi th  o ther  m a t t e r s ,  a r r a n g e d  conf er ­
ences ,  m a i n t a i n e d  a s to re  of  c o n g r e s s  a n d  rev iew  publicat ions ,  
o ften  in his ow n office o r  l ibra ry ,  a n d  ge ne ra l ly  ex is ted  in an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  v a c u u m .  C o m p a r e d  wi th  these  or g an is a t i o n s ,  
t h e  O I B  w a s  g iv en  a n  u n u s u a l l y  se c u re  f ounda t io n  by  th e  Bel­
g ia n  gov e rn m en t .

Two d a y s  before the  Royal  Decree of 14 S e p te m b e r  1895 
b r o u g h t  th e  Off ice  u n d e r  th e  B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  wing ,  a  let­
te r  w a s  s en t  ou t  f rom the  M in is t r y  of Fo re ig n  Affai rs  to B e l ­
g i u m ' s  re p re sen ta t i v es  in forty-three coun t r i e s  in s t r u c t i n g  them 
to  b r i n g  th e  c r ea t i o n  of  t h e  O I B  formal ly  to  th e  no t ice  of  these  
g o v e rn m e n ts ,  to a c q u a in t  them wi th i ts  a d op t io n  by  the Bel ­
g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  to reques t  b ib l iog raphi ca l  publ ica t ions  
f rom th e m  for  i t s  use .38 M a n y  e n c o u r a g i n g  rep l ies  w e r e  receiv­
ed tog e the r  with a g r e a t  m a n y  d oc um en ts  of  one  k ind  and  
ano th e r .39 Th e re  w e re  a lso s om e  rebuffs,  no ta b l y  from F r a n c e . 40 
Never the less ,  a  w a y  h a d  been  p a v e d  for  t h e  official  c o n ta c t  
be tween the  O I B  a n d  fore ign  go ve rnm en ts .  Thi s  w a s  m a d e  yet 
eas ie r  by the  s i g n i n g  of  an  a g r e e m e n t  be tween  th e  O I B  and  
t h e  B e lg ia n  Se rv ic e  for  In t e r n a t i o n a l  E x c h a n g e s ,  w h ic h  u n d e r ­
took to s e n d  O I B  d ocum en ts  a b r o a d  a n d  to ac t  as  a cen t ra l  
receiver  for fore ign d oc um ent s  des t ined  for  the  Office.

W i t h in  Belg ium,  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  p roceeded  as  i t  h a d  done 
abroad .  In J u l y  1896 a d i sp a tc h  w a s  sen t  to th e  va r io us  Belg ian  
mi n is t r ie s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  the Office be p la ced  on the  deposi t  
l i s t s  for  the i r  publ ic a t ion s .  A no ther  re ques t  in A u g u s t  1896 led 
to the  Office rece iv ing  the  publ ica t ions  of Be lg ian  provinc ia l  
and  ci ty a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . 41 The  Li b ra ry  of  the  Office w a s  in 
th i s  m a n n e r  p lac ed  in the pos it ion of  rece iv in g  m uc h  useful  
m a te r i a l  free or  by ex change ,  a n d  i ts  co llect ions b e g a n  to  g row  
rap id ly .  But  above  all ,  the  ex is tence  of  O I B  a s  a  s em i- go ve rn ­
m e n t a l  a g e n c y  w a s  wide ly  ac k n o w le d g e d  both  w i th in  a nd  
wi thout  Be lg i um ,  a n d  a n u m b e r  of  a u to m a t i c  s t eps  ha d  been



ins t i tuted  to en su re  the s t eady ,  r e g u l a r  deve lopm en t  of aspec ts  
of i ts work.

U n d e r  Ar t ic le  S ix of  th e  Royal  Decree  of 14 S e p te m b e r  
1895, t h e  B e l g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  to  provide  th e  
Office wi th  m o re  s pac io us  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  
t h a n  h a d  been a t  i ts  d i s pos a l  a t  the  H ot e l  R ave ns te in .  A ccor ­
d ingly ,  p a r t  of  the  P a l a i s  des  M u s é e s  Ro ya ux  in th e  Ru e  de  la 
R é g e n c e  in  B ru ss e l s ,  w a s  m a d e  a v a i l a b le  to  i t  in  J u l y  1896. 
A t  thi s  t ime,  too,  a pa id  secre t a ry ,  C h a r le s  Sur y ,  w a s  a p p o i n t ­
ed  lo su p e rv i s e  the  inte rna l  ac t iv i ty  of the Office.  I t  should  
n o t  be fo rg o t te n  t h a t  both O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  co n t i n u ed  to 
be  occupied  ex tens iv e ly  o u ts id e  t h e  Office  d u r i n g  th i s  period,  
t h e  on e  by com pl i ca ted  a n d  d is tas te fu l  b us iness  af fai rs ,  the 
o th e r  by h is  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  du t ie s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  jur id ica l  
inte rests .

S u ry  took c h a r g e  of the move  f rom the Hote l  Ravens te in  
to the new  qu a r te rs .  In  th e  s u m m e r  of 1896, h a v i n g  go n e  to 
Lo nd on  in the  c o m p a n y  of La F o n ta in e  a nd  de  Wulf  for the 
Royal Soc ie ty ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C a t a l o g u e  of Sc ient i f ic  L i t e r a ­
tu re  Conference ,  Ot le t  w e n t  to W est en d ,  the  family ho l iday  
resor t ,  fo r  a  va ca t i o n .  D u r i n g  th e  m o n t h s  of  J u l y  a n d  A u gus t ,  
S u r y  wr ot e  to h i m every seve ra l  d a y s  r e p o r t i n g  on the p ro g re s s  
of th e  Office,  the se t t i n g  up  of which se em ed to  a d v a n c e  « r a ­
pidly and  nor mal ly» ,  d i s p a t c h in g  le t te rs  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  
a n d '  p e r f o r m i n g  O t l e t ' s  ins t ruc t i ons .42 W hi l e  Ot le t  w a s  still 
a w a y  a n u m b e r  of  the r eq u es t s  p rev ious ly  m a d e  of the M i n ­
i s t ry of F in a n c e s  and  Pu b l ic  Works  a n d  i ts  A dm in i s t r a t i o n  
of Pub l ic  B u i ld in g s  w e r e  f ina l ly  met .  The  room s in the  P a l a i s  
d e s  M u s é e s  rece ived tw o c oa ts  of paint .  A r r a n g e m e n t s  were  
comple ted  for  office f u r n i t u r e  t o  b e  suppl ied ,  a n d  spec ial  
c a t a l o g  f u r n i tu re  for  the  reper tor ie s  w a s  o rd e re d  f rom a f irm 
of c a b in e t  m ake rs ,  D a m m o n — Washe r .  A n u m b e r  of  w om en  
h ad  a l so  been employed ,  a n d  they  worked  in dus t r i ous ly  unde r  
S u r y ’s  w a tc h f u l  eye d i s m e m b e r i n g  t h e  v o l u m e s  of  t h e  Royal  
Soc ie ty’s C a ta lo g u e  o¡ S c ie n tif ic  P a p ers  for inc lus ion  in the 
U ni ver sa l  Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory.  F o u r  w o m e n  a v e r a g e d  
about  2,000 c a r d s  a day  in the  per iod A u g u s t  25 to 28. « I t ’s 
not  v e r y  much!» ,  S u r y  exc la imed im p a t i en t l y  w hen  they  c o m ­
ple ted fewer  th a n  2,000. Neve r the less ,  thi s  act iv i ty  represen ted  
a d r a s t i c  ex p an s i o n  of the  Reper tory  whi ch  h ad  h i the r to  been 
conf ined  to the l i t e ra tu re  of the  Soc ia l  §c iences .  S u r y  repor ted  
the  receipt  of a n u m b e r  of i n t e r e s t i n g  p u b l ic a t io ns  to Otlet .  
a nd  m e n t io ne d  v is i t s  a n d  co r re sp on de nce .  J o h n  S h a w  B i l l i n g s  
ca l led ,43 for  example ,  a n d  G e n e ra l  H ip po ly te  Se ber t ,  w h o  be­
c a m e  o ne  of  O I B ’s  s ta u n c h e s t  s uppor te r s ,  b e g a n  w h a t  w a s  to 
become a r egu la r ,  vo lu m in o u s  a n d  ind ec iphe rab le  c o r r e s p o n ­
de nce  w i t h  O t le t .44. The  L i b r a r i a n  of t h e  M in is t r y  of  the  In te r ­
ior a n d  Publ ic  Ins t r uc t io n ,  h e ra ld in g  t h i n g s  to come,
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w o n d e re d  if the  Office  w oul d  be d i spo sed  to c lass ify  the
20,000 c a r d s  of the c a ta lo g  of the L ib ra ry  of the Min is t ry  
a nd  of the S ta t i s t i c a l  Co mmiss ion .  S u ry  a n s w e re d  yes.

A bov e  all, d u r i n g  these  f irst  few m o n t h s  of  t h e  O I B ’s 
off icial  ex is t ence  th e  w o r d  w e n t  o u t  in t o  th e  l e a r n e d  wo r ld  
abo ut  the conference,  the  Cla ss i f ica t ion  a n d  the  U n iv er sa l  
Bib l io g raphi c  reper tory .  They  w e re  described,  d iscussed ,  c r i t i ­
cised,  s c o rn e d  a n d  p r a i s e d  in a w a y  t h a t  cou ld  only a u g u r  
well  for the  w or k  of the t w o  Be lg ian  b ib l iog raphe rs .

F O O T N O T E S

1. The ac tu a l s ta te  o f E d ouard  O tle t 's  fin an c ia l a ffa irs  a t  a n v  one  time 
is  ra th e r  d ifficu lt to  d e te rm in e . A  num ber o f  d ocum en ts th ro w  som e 
lig h t on  th e  n o t very  su b s ta n tiv e  com m ents in  O tle t 's  d iary . P a r t  II 
o f a deed: Liqu ida tion  e t p a r la se  d e  la co m m u n a u té  d es b ien s  jd e  M. Ed. 
O tlet] e t  sa  d é fu n te  ép ouse  e t  d e  la succession  d e  c e tte  dern ière, ¡877  
is a p ro p e rty  in v en to ry  and  sh o w s E d o u ard  O tle t to  be  w o rth  abou t 
IJ m illion  francs. C h a p te r  14 of P a r t  II o f th is deed  se ts  up  th e  P a t ­

rim ony of P a u l  and  M aurice  O tle t  for j  m illion  francs. T he m ain  acco­
u n t of the flu c tu a tio n  of the fam ily 's  fo rtu n e  is a la rg e ly  illegib le 
m an u scrip t n o te  in the O tle tan eu m  in O tle t’s  han d  d a ted  B russels, 
7 Ju ly , 1893. The la t te r  p a r t  of th is  n o te  read s: «1874 c ris is . F a th e r  g e ts  
the b u lle t of th e  Lebon liq u id a tio n  (? ). H ard  tim es. W e leave for P a ris ; 
1882 re tu rn  to  B ru sse ls ; th e  sp len d o u r o f  R io; th e  decadence o f  th e  
S p an ish  a fia irs . T he fu tu re?  The m ines o f S o ria , th e  P ro cès N orm and: 
d em an d  for 2 m illions».

2. E d o u ard  O tle t, a s  w ell a s  h a v in g  P a u l and  M au rice  by  his f irs t wife, 
had  fo u r so n s  and  a d a u g h te r  by  h is  second . T hey and  th e  ta n g le  of 
th e ir  fin an c ia l a ffa irs  w ere  to  be th o rn s  in  O tle t 's  flesh  fo r n e a rly  tw en ty  
y e a rs  a f te r  th e ir  fa th e r’s  d eath .

3. In  th e  O tle tan eu m  in B ru ssels a re  v a rio u s M S le tte rs  and  n o tes o f the 
n e g o tia tio n s  for th e  sa le  o f th e  V illa  V a lère  to  a M r. W ilson. E d o u ard  
O tle t kep t in te rfe rin g , th o u g h  th e  V illa o fficially  be longed  h a lf  to  Pau l 
and  M aurice, a n d  h a lf  to  th e ir  step m o th er. The n o ta rie s  d e a lin g  w ith  
th e  m a t te r  re ac h ed  a n  ab so lu te  fren zy  o f  ex asp era tio n , a n d  th e  no tary , 
M ax E ctors, a n  old friend  of O tle t  and  his fa ther, in te rvened  to  ensu re  
th a t O tle t’s sh a re  in th e  v illa  w ould no t be  overlooked th ro u g h  a d is­
ag reem en t betw een M aurice  and  h is  fa th e r. (M ax E c to rs  à  E d o u ard  O t­
le t (copie à P au l)  27 av ril, 1903, O tle tan eu m .

4. W . H. S im on, E u ro p ea n  P o s itiv ism  in  th e  N in e teen th  C en tu ry , 151.
5. F.dmond P ica rd , La N o u v e lle  U n iversité  d e  B ru xe lles , E x tra it  d e  la  

S o c ié té  N o u v e lle ; 1894, p. 2. De G recf, 1842— 1924, w a s  in te res ted  in 
ach iev ing  social, po litical and  financial reform  a s  w ell a s  be ing  an  
in flu en tia l academ ic of th e  period .

6. E dm o n d  P ica rd , La N o u v e lle  U n ivers ité  d e  B ru xe lles  (B ruxelles , 1895), 
4 —5. (The U n iv e rs ity  s t i ll  su rv iv es  in th e  form  of th e  In s t i tu t  des 
H au tes  E tu d e s).

7. A n o th e r son  w as b o rn  to  O tle t and  h is  w ife  in 1894. H e  w a s  nam ed 
Je a n  Ja c q u es  V alóre  O tle t.

8. S ec  the B ib lio g rap h y  a t the end  of th is  w o rk  fo r a l is t  o f th e  s tu d ies 
w ritte n  a t  th is  tim e.
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9. G eo rg es L o rphèvre  to  Jo h n  M etcalfe , 3 April 1950, O tle taneum .
10. Q u o ted  by Jo h n  Phillip  C om erom i. A  H isto ry  o j  th e  D ew ey  D ecim al 

C lassifica tion: ed itio n s one th ro u g h  ¡¡¡teen,' 1876— 1951 (U npublished 
Ph . D. d isse rta tio n . D ep artm en t of L ibrary  Science, U n iv ersity  o f M ichi­
g a n , 1969), pp. 228—229. The cop ies o f e a rly  le tte rs  to  and  from  Dewey 
a re  m iss in g  from  th e  files in th e  M u n d an eu n i in B russels.

11. The L ib ra ry  B ureau  w as o rg an ised  by M elvil Dewey in the 1880s a fte r 
a s im ila r  v e n tu re  w hich had  had  an  in itia l success and  had  then  declined. 
It w a s  tak en  over by H . E . D av idson  and  a  co lleag u e , Dewey re­
ta in in g  a  la rg e  h o ld in g  in  th e  com pany , and  becam e a th r iv in g  business 
d e a lin g  no t on ly  w ith  lib ra ry  equ ipm ent bu t la te r  and  to  a la rg e r ex ten t, 
w ith  office equ ipm ent, sup p lies  a n d  m eth o d s g en era lly . (F rem o n t Rider, 
M e/oil D ew ey, C h icag o , A m erican  L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion , 19-14).

C edric  C hivers , 1854— 1924, w a s  m o st no ted  a s  a  com m ercial book 
b in d er w h o  developed a n ew  m eth o d  of s titc h in g . H e  o p e ra ted  a la rg e  
facto ry  in B a th  and  opened  a n  .American facto ry  in 1905. Me w as w ell 
know n in the U nited  S ta te s . H e w as supposed  to  hav e  crossed  the 
A tlan tic  120 tim es in th e  co u rse  of h is  life and  to  hav e  been in m ore

Kublic lib ra ries  th ere  th an  any  o th er m an . T o w ard s the end of his life 
e w a s  M ay o r of B a th  for six  term s. H is  connection  w ith  th e  L ib rary  

B ureau a n d  ils agency  in L ondon is  ra th e r  obscure and  on ly  very  sc a t­
tered  in fo rm atio n  is av a ilab le  o n  him .

12. The firs t six  ex p an s io n s  of C h arles  A m i C u tte r 's  E x pansive  C lassific a ­
tion  w ere  published be tw een  1891 a n d  1893. The sev en th  expansion, 
ab o u t w hich O tle t  and  L a F o n ta in e  w ere curious, w a s  in tended  for 
ex trem ely  la rg e  co llections. I t  w a s  issued  in p a r ts ,  bu t C u tte r  died (1903) 
b efore  it w a s  com pleted.

F red eric  B. P e rk in s , 1829— 1899. published  a R a tio n a l C lassifica tion  o f 
L itera tu re  ¡or S h e lv in g  a n d  C a ta lo g in g  B o o ks in a L ib ra ry  in 1881. He 
devised  th is c la ss ifica tio n  o w in g  to  h is d issa tis fac tio n  w ith  D ew ey's sy s ­
tem  w hich he  had  found  in  use  a t the S an  F ran c isco  Public  L ibrary  
w hich he jo in ed  a s  L ib ra rian  in  1880, H e  had had  p rev ious lib ra ry  ex­
p erience a t th e  B oston P ub lic  L ibrary .

See a lso  v a rio u s le tte rs  from  C hivers to  O tle t a n d  La F o n ta in e  for 
th e  period from  5  M arch  1895 to  Ju ly  1895— D ossier No. 239, «L ibrary  
B ureau . B oston  —  L ondres» , M undaneuni.

13. H . La F o n ta in e  and  P au l O tle t, S u r  la  création d 'u n  réperto ire bib lio­
g ra ph ique  universel: no te. C onférence B ib liog raph ique  In te rn a tio n a le , 
B ru x e lle s  1895. D ocum ents (B ruxelles , 1895), p. 7.

14. Ib id ., p. 16. O tlo t and  L a F o n ta in e  a re  h e re  re fe rrin g  to  a schem e dev e­
loped for a b ib lio g rap h y  of m ath em a tic s  by th e  Société M ath ém atiq u e  
de F ran ce  a n d  ad o p ted  in 1889.

15. Ib id ., pp. 18— 19.
16. Ib id ., p . 20.
17. Ibid.

18. Ib id . - i
19. Ib id ., p. 28.
20. Ib id ., p. 5.

21. T he f irs t  fascicu le  o f th e  B u lle tin  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  o f B ib­
lio g rap h y  rep roduces O tle t a n d  La F o n ta in e 's  n o te  «Oil th e  c rea tio n  
of a u n iv e rsa l b ib lio g rap h ic  rep erto ry» . T he title  is  a lte red  a n d  i t  is 
s ta le d  th a t th e  question  of b ib lio g rap h y  liad been under s tu d y  in B ru s­
se ls  for 6 y e a rs  (n o t 3 ) , and  th e  num ber of no tices c lassified  by De­
w ey for the conference  w a s  400,000 (n o t 200,000). « C réatio n  d 'u n  ré-
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p e rto ire  b ib liog raph ique  un iversel. N ote p ré lim in a ire  p a r  M essrs. H. La 
F o n ta in e  e t P . O tlet» , I IB  B ulle tin , 1 (1895—6) 15— 38. The iig u re  
400,000 w as  a lso  m en tioned  in E d o u ard  D escam ps' c lo s in g  address . 
«D iscours (d e  c lô tu re  de la C onférence B ib liographique In te rn a tio n a le )» , 
I IB  B u lle tin ,  I (1895—6 ) .  5.

22. E rn es t So lvay , 1838— 1922, d iscovered  an  am m onia  process for m ak in g  
sodium  ca rb o n a te . He becam e enorm o u sly  w ealthy , and  tu rn ed  to  eco­
nom ic and  soc ial sp ecu la tio n , ln  1888 u n d e r th e  influence of P a u l H ég er 
he endow ed the In s titu t S o lvay  de P h y sio log ie  a t th e  U n iversité  L ibre 
d e  B ruxelles w ith  H é g e r  a t i ts  H ead. In 1893 he se t up  th e  In s t i tu t  des 
Sciences Sociales (which becam e th e  In s titu t S o lvay  de Socio log ie). 
O tle t w a s  acq u a in ted  w ith  S o lvay  th ro u g h  the In s ti tu t  d e s  Sciences So­
cia les and  h a d  tak en  issu e  w ith  som e of S o iv a v 's  sp ecu la tions. So lvay  
w as  to  be even m ore closely  asso c ia ted  w ith  Ó tle t when lie assum ed 
the P resid en cy  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l Office of B ib lio g rap h v  from  1907 
to  1914.

23. B aron  E d o u ard -E u g ên c -F ran ço is  D cscam ps, '1847— 1933, stud ied  law  and 
ta u g h t  a t  th e  U n iv ersité  de  L o u v ain . H e  w a s  e lected  to  the B elg ian  
S en a te  and  ev en tu a lly  becam e V ice-P residen t, in th is a s  in so  m uch 
else, fo llow ing  a career p a ra lle lid  by th a t  o f H enri La F o n ta ine . He 
w a s  app o in ted  by the K ing. Leopold II, P re s id en t of the C onse il Supér­
ieu r de  l 'E ta t  du  C ongo . H e becam e M in iste r for Sciences and  A rts  in 
1907. Ile  w a s  v e ry  m uch in te res ted  in in te rn a tio n a l a rb itra tio n  and  be­
cam e S ecre tary , then  P re s id en t of the In te r-P a rlia m e n ta ry  U nion.

2 4 . Sec  for exam ple  «A ddress o f th e  P resid en t» , R o ya l S o c ie ty  o f  London  
P roceedings, LIX (1895), 113; Library  Journa l, XX (1895), 337; and  
p a r ticu la r ly  G . F u m ag alli, «La C onférence  In te rn a tio n a le  d e  B ib lio g ra ­
ph ic  de  B ruxelles e t  le R éperto ire  B ib liog raph ique  U niversel» , p. 11, in 
A rchives N a tio n a les  de F ran ce  FI713492, R éperto ire  B ib liographique U ni­
versel: ren se ig n em en ts  généraux, n o tes  e t rapports, and  a n o te  signed
O. G. in C en tra lb la tt fü r  B ib lio theksw esen . X II (1894), 481—2.

25. An accoun t o f these  m a tte rs  is  con ta in ed  in th e  P re s id e n ts ' A ddresses, 
R o ya l S o c ie ty  o f London  P roceed ings, LV11 (1894), 43— 44. and  
p a rticu la rly  LIX (1895), 111— 12. The rep o rt of the In te rn a tio n a l 
C a ta lo g u e 'C o m m itte e  of the R oyal Society  fo r 1895 is  p rin ted  in I IB  
B u lle tin , I (1895—6 ) ,  107— 112.

26. G . F u m a g a lli, op. cit. and n o te  sig n ed  O. G. in Z e n tra lb la tt fü r  B ib lio ­
theksw esen . B au d o in  reported  a g a th e r in g  of « th ir ty  cam e from  the 
w hole w orld»  (M. B audouin , «Le Prob lèm e B ib liographique» , R evu e  S c i­
en tifique , 7 décem bre 1895. p. 709), w h e reas  F u m ag alli p u t th e  num bers 
a t  « forty  o r fifty».

27 . F u m ag alli, a m o n g  o thers , w a s  sa rc a s tic  ab o u t the c irc u la r  of inv ita tion  
to  tile  C onference, ob se rv in g  «happy he w ho  h a s  seen  it; I have no t 
seen  it, no r h a s  any  of m y friends, bu t it w a s  know n how  to  find ou r 
n am es to send  u s  th e  lis t of in scrip tion  to  th e  new  Institu te» . (G iusep­
pe F u m ag alli, 1863— 1939, w as a t  th is tim e D irector of th e  B ra id en se  di 
M ilano  a n d  la te r  becam e D irecto r o f the L ib ra ry  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
B o lo g n a). A pp aren tly  re sp o n d in g  to  v a rio u s  req u ests  th a t the In v ita tio n  
be p rin ted , O tle t included  it in  th e  2nd  issue o f the I IB  B u lle tin  1 
(1895—6 ), 141.

28 . C om nroini. p. 23!.

29. «D écisions et V oeux», I IB  B u lle tin , I (1895—6 ), 10— 11.

30 . « In s titu t In te rn a tio n a l de B ib liographie: s ta tu ts» , I IB  B u lle tin . I  (1895—
6), pp. 12— 14.
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31. M o n iteu r belge. 17 S ep tem ber 1895, and  24 D ecem ber 1895. R eport of 
th e  M in iste r a n d  th e  R oyal decrees a re  rep roduced  in  I IB  B u lle tin , I 
(1895—6 ), 58—61.

32. F e rd in an d  V an  d e r  H aeg h e n , 1830—1913, w as  resp o n sib le  for th e  still 
co n tin u in g , en o rm o u s B io lio theca  B elgica . T h is w as b eg u n  in 1880 and  
to o k  th e  novel form  of sm a ll se p a ra te  shee ts . I t  w a s  con tin u ed  a f te r  
V an  de r H aeg h en 's  d ea th  by his dep u ty . (Paul B e rg m an s, and  w as  com ­
p le ted  in  1964. A new  ed itio n  is  now  u n d e r  w ay  in co n v en tio n a l volum e 
form .

M ichel-Félix  M ourlon. 1845— 1915, w a s  a  d is tin g u ish ed  g eo lo g ist and
p a le o n to lo g is t w ho  becam e D irector o f th e  Serv ice  G éolog ique de  B el­
g ique  in 1897. H e becam e D irec to r of th e  C lasses des Sciences in th e
A cadém ie R oyale  des Sciences e t  d es B eaux A rts  in 1894.

M au rice  de W ulf, 1867— 1946, like  O tle t’s  old friend  A rm an d  T hiéry, 
w a s  one  of C a rd in a l M ercier's  f irs t  g roup  of s tu d e n ts  a t  L ouvain . H e 
ro se  in the academ ic  ran k s  to  p ro fesseu r o rd in a ire  in 1899, H e w a s  sec ­
r e ta ry  to  the R ev u e  N éosco lastique  founded by  M ercier a n d  becam e its 
e d ito r  in  1906, a p o s t he  held for 40 y ears. H e  w a s  a m em ber of th e  
A cadém ie R oyale  d es Sciences e t  des B eaux  A rts.

33. La F o n ta in e , how ever, soon  grew  in em inence in P a rlia m en t. In  la te r  
y ea rs  he w a s  P rem ier V ice-P resid en t o f the S en a te  and  p layed  the

E ¡ano for Q ueen E lizab e th  a n d  w en t m o u n ta in  c lim b in g  w ith  K ing A l­
ert. It is  o f in te re s t th a t  before  he  ascended  th e  th ro n e  in 1909, A lbert 

w a s  h im self a  m em ber o f the S en a te  fo r th e  p reced in g  six  years.
34. T hese b ib lio g rap h ies w e n t th ro u g h  a  n u m b er of ra th e r  rap id  c h an g es  of 

t it le  a n d  re la tio n sh ip  w hich a re  described in  I IB  B u lle tin , I (1895—6 ) .  
146— 148.

35. « B u reau c ra tisa tio n »  is  used  here, n o t in  any  p e jo ra tiv e  sense , b u t  in 
th e  g en era l sen se  g iven  it in  the l ite ra tu re  of socio logy  and  o rg a n is a tio n  
theory .

36. «N ote  pour M. le S ec ré ta ire  G én éra l de  l ’A d m in is tra tio n  d es Sciences, 
des L e ttres  e t des B eaux-A rts, 10 jan v ie r 1897». A rchives du  R oyaum e 
de B elg ique. E n se ig n em en t S up érieu r, N ouveau  F onds, No. 381.

37. «R èglem ent d ’o rd re  in té rieu r de  l'O ffice In te rn a tio n a l d e  B ibliographie» ,
M o n iteu r b e lge . 12 D ecem ber il898. Thev w ere  rep roduced  in  v a rio u s 
IIB  p u b lica tio n s such  as A n n u a ire  d e  l 'In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l de  B ib lio ­
graph ic  p o u r l'année  1899 ( I IB  P u b lica tio n  No. 23; B ruxelles; IIB , 1899). 
pp. 20—23.

38. C opy  of a le tte r  d a te d  11 S ep tem ber 1895 se n t to  fo rty -th ree  co u n trie s . 
A rch ives du  R oyaum e de B elgique, E n se ig n em en t S up érieu r, N ouveau  
F o n d s . No. 389.

39. H enri La F o n ta in e . «R ap p o rt su r  le p ro g rè s  de  l 'o rg a n isa tio n  b ib lio ­
g rap h iq u e  in te rn a tio n a le  depuis la p rem ière  C onférence  B ib liog raph ique  
de  1895», I IB  B u lle tin . II  (1897), 246.

40. A rch ives N a tio n a les  de  F ran ce, B ib lio thèques e t  A rchives, F  1713492: 
R epérto ire  B ib liog raph ique  U n iv erse l, « ren se ig n em en ts  g én érau x , n o tes  
e t  rap p o rts» , and , «correspondence».

41. L e tte rs  to  a n d  from  th e  Service be ige  d ’E x ch an g es In te rn a tio n a u x  and  
o th e r d e p a rtm e n ts  a b o u t th e  e x ch an g e  of O IB  m a te ria ls  a re  to  be  
found in A rch ives du  R oyaum e de B elg ique, E n se ig n em en t S up érieu r, 
N o u v eau  F o n d s , No. 381.

42. The fo llo w in g  in fo rm atio n  is tak en  from  a sm a ll file o f le tte rs  to  w hich 
se p a ra te  re ference  is  no t m ade. T hey cover th e  period  Ju ly  and  A u g u st 
1896 a n d  a rc  co n ta in ed  in D o ssier No. 183, «O tlet, Pau l» , M u n d an eu m .
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43. Jo h n  S h aw  B illin g s, 1839— 1913, w a s  ad m itted  to  th e  M edical C orps 
o f th e  U nited  S ta le s  and  served  in the C ivil W ar. H e took ch arg e  
of th e  S u rg e o n -G e n era l 's  lib ra ry , published its  In d e x — C a ta lo g u e  
in  1890, h a v in g  b eg u n  In d e x  M edicus  the y ea r before. He w a s  
in s tru m e n ta l in U nited  S ta te s  hosp ita l re -o rg a n isa tio n  a n d  w a s  
c losely  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e  fo u n d a tio n  of th e  Jo h n s  H opkins M edical 
School a n d  H o sp ita l. A fte r re tir in g  from  th e  S u rg eo n -G en era l’s  office 
he  w as app o in ted  a s  th e  f irs t D irector o f the N ew  York Public  L ib­
ra ry  in  1896. H e becam e P re s id e n t of th e  A m erican  L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion  
in  1902.

44. G en era l Sebert, 1839— 1930, g ra d u a te d  from  th e  Ecole P o ly tech n iq u e  in 
th e  F rench  C orps d 'A rtille rie  de M arin  in I860. He sp en t som e tim e  in 
th e  serv ice  in N ew  C aledonia  and  w as  involved in the s iege  of P a r is  
in  1870. A fte r  n o tab le  re sea rch  in b a llis tic s  he  w as placed in c h arg e  of 
a n  a r tille ry  lab o ra to ry  in th e  nav y . H e becam e P re s id e n t o f th e  A sso­
c ia tio n  fran ça ise  p o u r l’av an cem en t des sciences, of th e  F é d é ra tio n  e sp é­
r a n o s te  de  F rance, and  th e  Société  fran ça ise  de  p h o to g rap h ie  and  w a s  
one  o f th e  se n io r m em bers o f th e  In s t i tu t  de  France.



C h a p t e r  IV  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E A C T I O N S  
A N D  E A R L Y  D E V E L O P M E N T S

M AINLY E U R O PEA N  B IB L IO G R A PH E R S

The In te rn a t i o n a l  reac t ion  to the Confe rence  w a s  c on­
s iderab le .  Th e  p a r t i c ip a n t s  in the conference ,  thir ty,  forty or  
f if ty of  th e m  a c c o r d i n g  to  d if feren t  r e p o r t e r s  w e n t  b a c k  to  
the ir  v a r io u s  count r ies ,  a n d  were  soon fol lowed by  the  ear ly  
publ ica t ion  of  the I I B — O I B  — the F rench  tables  for soc iology 
of the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  the  f irs t  fasc icu le  of the  
In s t i t u t e ’s  B u lle tin ,  a n d  th e  f i rs t  b ib l iog raph ies .  B y  th e  e n d  
of  1896 n e a r ly  70 re v ie ws  of  the  conference  a n d  of th e se  p u b ­
l ica t ions  ha d  a p p e a re d  in an  e n o r m o u s  v a r i e t y  of  po pu la r  
t r ad e ,  l i t e ra ry  a n d  scient i f ic  per iod ica l s  i s sued  in Fr a n c e ,  
E n g l a n d ,  A m er i ca .  G e r m a n y ,  S p a i n  a n d  B e lg iu m .1 S om e  
r ev i ews  were  s imp ly  informat ive .  In o thers ,  p a r t i z a n s ,  a d v e r ­
sar ies ,  a n d  scept ics  dec la red  thems elves  in no  un ce r t a in  te rms .

In E n g l a n d ,  a s  in Amer ica ,  there  w a s  l i t t le pa ss ion .  Th e  
n e w s  t h a t  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Office a n d  I n s t i tu te  of Bi b l i o g rap h y  
h ad  been  la unche d  w a s  acco rded  a pol i te  bu t  c u r s o ry  a t t e n ­
tion.  The A th e n a e u m  for example ,  exp re sse d  a d m i r a t i o n  for 
the  ex ten t  a n d  v a r ie ty  of  the accom pl i s hm en ts  of the  confer ­
ence  of  b i b l i og raphy ,  but  conc luded  th a t  the c lass i f ica t ion  by 
th e  Decimal  s y s t e m  of near ly  ha l f  a mil l ion  no t ices  up o n  which  
th e  c o nv enor s  of  the  con fe rence  h a d  labored  in d i ca te d  t h a t  the  
u n d e r t a k i n g  w a s  «far  too l a r g e  for p r i v a t e  en te rp r i s e ,  o r  even 
for a society:  and  . . .  c a n n o t  hope of success  w i th o u t  the p r a c ­
tical adhes ion  of the  va r iou s  g o v e rnm en ts » . 2 T h is  v iew  w a s  
a l so  held in the  Uni te d  S ta te s ,  w he re  the w hol e  v e n t u r e  w a s  
seen  as  so m e th in g  qui te  E u r o p e a n  a nd  v e ry  fa r  a w ay .3

W e a re  n o t  fu lly  in fo rm ed  w h e th er th e  in te rn a tio n a l b ib lio g rap h ic  
conference  w hich  m et recen tly  a t  B ru sse ls  is  en titled  to  so  la rg e  a 
nam e, o r  is, p e rh ap s, th e  developm en t of a p r iv a te  sc h e m e ...T h e  v a lue  
of a n  in te rn a tio n a l schem e is, of course, in its  u n ifo rm ity  ...T h e  system  
as perfec ted  by M r. D ew ey is  so  w idely  in  use  in  th is  c o u n try  th a t  
i t  w ould  be d ifficu lt to  conform  to  a new  v ersio n  a t  th is  la te  d a te .
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O n  th e  o th e r h a n d ... it is  d o u b tle ss  tru e  th a t decided im provem ents 
can  be m ade  in  th e  o rig in a l w hen  u n d e r  ex p ert adv ice  ... M essrs. La 
F o n ta in e  a n d  O tle t  o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a l B ib liog raph ical O ffice, have 
ce rta in ly  b ro u g h t fo rw ard  a n  in te re s tin g  su b ject, a n d  w e tru s t it 
m ay  be tak en  up  in te rn a tio n a lly  and  th o ro u g h ly  w orked ou t.4 
O n  the  whole  the  Royal  Soc ie ty  w a s  no t  m uc h impressed.  

T h e  in v i t a t i o n  for  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom the  Soc ie ty  to  a t t e n d
t h e  con fe rence  h ad  come too la te  for it to  be  ac ted  on in
suff ic ient  t ime.  N o t  lo n g  a f te r  the conference  ended ,  however,  
th e  Soc ie ty’s Se n io r  Se c re ta ry  h ad  been ab le  to visi t  Bruss e l s  
t o  look ove r  w h a t  the In s t i tu te  h a d  b e g u n  to do there .  He  
noted  « the  skill  a nd  zea i  wi th  which  the  p r e l i m in a r y  p r e p a r a ­
t ions  h a v e  been m a d e  to  c a r r y  the  work  in to  execut ion .»8 But  
in th e  op in ion  of  L o rd  Kelv in,  the P r e s i d e n t  of th e  Society,  
w h i le  th e  e n e r g y  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e  which  ha d  been  d isp laye d  in 
Be lg iu m  w e re  to be ad mi re d ,  the  Royal  Soc ie ty shou ld  n o t  be
de t e r r e d  from a t t e m p t i n g  to  c a r r y  ou t  i ts ow n b ib l iog raph ic
p r o g r a m .  «It  is impossible»,  he  observed ,  «to o v e r r a t e  the 
diff icult ies» co nnec ted  wi th  the  B r u s s e l s  v e n t u r e  a n d  conc luded  
t h a t  « to avoid u n n e c e s s a r y  compl ic a t ion  in the  future,  it is 
essen t i a l  t h a t  very  m a n y  qu es t i ons  — espec ia l ly  the  division 
of the s ub je c t  m a t t e r  in th e  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  of  sc ience  and  
the  n o m e n c l a t u r e  to be  used —  be ta ke n  in t o  co ns id era t io n  by 
c o m p e te n t  bodies  a n d  se t t l ed  by  g e n e r a l  ag re e m e n t» .6

In Europe ,  however ,  c o m m e n t  w a s  no t  lu k e w a r m  or 
c r i t i c i s m  a  de cor ous  d a m n i n g  b y  f a i n t  p ra ise.  E m i n e n t  E u r o ­
p e a n  b ib l io g ra ph e rs  a n d  l ib ra r ians ,  espec ia l ly  in F ran ce ,  rose 
up  as  on e  m a n  in e l e g a n t  tu m u l t  a g a i n s t  th e  Belg ians .  A U n i ­
ve r s a l  B ib l io graphic  R epe r to ry  would ,  no  doubt ,  s a id  Louis  
P o l a i n , 7 be  useful .  B u t  « w e  c o n s id e r  t h e  m a n n e r  in which 
the  a u th o r s  of the pro jec t  have  proceeded  to be  very defec­
tive».8 H e  objec ted to the  idea of  c u l l in g  up ex i s t i n g  pr in ted  
ca t a l o g s ,  a n d  he objec ted em ph a t ic a l ly  to the  Decimal  
C la s s i f ic a t i o n  w hic h  « f a r  f rom h e l p i n g  se a rc h in g ,  rebuffs the 
re ade r» .9 H e  w a s  by no  m e a n s  convinced  t h a t  Ot le t  a n d  La 
F o n t a i n e  ha d  avoided,  as  the y  c l a imed,  the fa u l t s  of  t r a d i ­
t iona l a r r a n g e m e n t s  of b ib l iog raphi c  ma te r ia l  such  a s  by the 
a lp h a b e t  o r  by the sy s t em  of Brune t .  The  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion  
h a d  a s t r o n g  A m e r ic a n  b i a s  a n d  in m a n y  p la ces  w a s  i l logical  
a n d  a rb i t r a ry .  «The  w hol e  of E u r o p e  occupies  o ne  of the  s u b ­
d ivis ions  of  the g ro u p  9 H is to ry  wi th  no d is t inc t ion  of period 
o r  count ry ,  b u t  Nor th  A m er ic a  a n d  S o u th  Am er ica  each  have 
one.  I s n ’t th a t  rea l ly  r id ic u lo us ?»10

Th e  ini t ial  reac t ion  of Henr i  S t e i n "  to the  B e lg ia n  scheme 
w a s  ex t reme ly  hos t i le  a n d  he g r e w  in c rea s i ng ly  v i tup era t ive  
ab o u t  it a s  the  y e a r s  pa s se d .12 E v e n tu a l l y  he  d e nounced  «the 
perfec t in an i ty  a n d  ac tua l  use le ssn es s»  of the  « g r a n d i o s e  a nd  
r a t h e r  t e m e r i t o u s  pro jec t s»  of  th e  tw o  B e lg ia n  b i b l i o g ra ­
p h e r s .13 F o r  S te in ,  «not  o n ly  is i t  in d i s p e n s a b le  t h a t  b ib l io g­
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r aph y ,  to be t ru ly  useful ,  spec ia l i se  m o re  a n d  m o re ,  i t  is  
n ecessa ry  t h a t  it be s y s te m a t ic  a n d  expla ined* .  L is t s  of ref­
e rences  a r e  prac t ic a l ly  use le ss  even w h e n  c lassi f ied.  « O ne  m u s t  
read  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  cri t icise.  T r u e  b i b l i o g ra p h y  should  
be m a d e  de l ibera te ly by m e n  k n o w le d g e a b le  in  the m a t t e r  
dea l t  wi th ,  and  ab le  to g ive  a useful  op in ion  on  t h e  m a n n e r
in which  it h a s  been  t r ea t ed .» 11 .

The  m o s t  judic ious ,  t h ou gh  a l so  neg a t i v e  c r i t i c i sm _ came 
from F r a n z  F u n c k - B r e n t a n o  of the A rsena  Library ,  Leopold  
Deli sle of the Bibl io thèque  Na t io na le ,  a nd  C. V. L ang lo i s ,  a  
p rofes sor  of P a l e o g r a p h y  a n d  H is to ry  in the  S o rb o n n e  
Fu n c k - B r e n ta n o  g race fu l ly  p a id  t r ibu te  to the  g e n e ro u s  and  
e leva ted  t h o u g h t  of t h e  tw o B e lg ia n s  wh o h a d  exp re ssed  t h e m ­
selves,  he dec la red ,  wi th  « an  a rdou r ,  a n  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a b r e a th  
of vouth  a nd  fa i th»  t h a t  w a s  qu i te  d i s a r m i n g . 18 B ut  l ike h i s  
co l leagues ,  he  su sp ec ted  t h a t  no t  on ly  w o u ld  thei r  w o rk  n o t  
be rea lly  useful ,  it w o u ld  be  u n r e a l i s a b l e  be c a u se  of i n a d e ­
quac ies  in the  Decimal  Clas s i f ic a t ion .  H e  w a s  a t  h i s  m o s t  
d e v a s ta t i n g ,  however ,  w he n  he t u r n e d  to i ts  f o u n d e r s  idea  th a t  
su bs c r ip t io n s  sh o u ld  be t a k e n  o u t  to the  U n i v e r s a l  B i b l i o g r a ­
phic R ep er tor y  a t  the  r a t e  of 800 f rancs  for 100,000 c a r d s  per  
y e a r  O t l e t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e  h a d  a lso s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h r e e  
mil l ion no tices  sh o u ld  be r ap id ly  a c c u m u la t ed  a í lo-wing for 
25 per  cen t  e r ror .  F u n c k - B r e n t a n o  poin ted  ou t  t h a t  it wou d 
be difficult to correct  such  e r r o r s  a s  m i g h t  occur  for it would 
ta ke  30 y e a r s  to  d i s t r ib u te  the  o r ig in a l  c a rd s .  H e  s u g g e s te d ,  
moreover ,  t h a t  o ne  h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  not ices  a y e a r  would 
not  rea l ly  begin  to  accou n t  for  th e  a n n u a l  b ib l io g raphi c  ou tp u t  
of  th e  wor ld .  A  f igu re  l ike 600,000 w o u ld  be  n e a r e r  the mark .  
B e cau se  mos t  l ib ra r ies  w o u ld  n e e d  seve ra l  s e t s  of  c a r d s  —  one  
se t  to be  in c lass if ied  order ,  a n d  o ne  in a lp ha be t i ca l  o r der  ot 
a u t h o r ’s na m e s ,  for  example ,  the y  w o u ld  in fact  need  to rece ive  
at  l e a s t  1,200,000 c a r d s  a n nu a l ly .  Th e  subscr ip t ion  ra te s  p ro ­
posed w o u ld  m a k e  the  whole  v e n t u r e  prohibi t ive ly  expens iv e  
for l ib rar ies .  H e  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  a subsc r ip t io n  to th e  Br i t ish 
M u s e u m ’s C a t a l o g u e  w hich  w a s  then  b e i n g  p r in te d  wi th  an  
e s t im a te d  one  p e r  cen t  e r ro r  w a s  a m e r e  f r ac t io n  of  the  cos t  
of the  B e lg ia n  scheme.  I t  h a d  j u s t  t e n  su b sc r i b e rs  on  t h e

U>ntDei is ie unde r to o k  to review th e  four th  edi tion of t h e  
Dewev  C lass i f ic a t ion  publ i shed  in 1894, t h e  B r u s s e l s  Tab les  
for  Soc iology.  O t le t  a nd  La  F o n t a i n e ’s  p r e l i m in a r y  no te  for  
the  1895 conference ,  a n d  the  f irst  i ssue of  th e  I I B  B u  !c ‘,,[  
H e  h a d  in t ended  to  wr i te  tw o  ar t ic les ,  a n d  the  l i r s t  w a s  Ormly 
ad d re ss ed  to the Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  u n d e r  a r u n n i n g  ti t le,  
«P ub l i c  L ib ra r i e s  in the U n i t e d  S ta te s» .  In  ge ne ra l  Del is le  
w a s  concerned  a t  th e  lack  of d i ssen t  w h e n  the  c lass i f icat ion 
w a s  adop ted  in Brusse l s ,  a n d  he  w a s  a l a r m e d  a t  the  a p p a r e n t
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a im  of t h e  B e l g i a n s  to h a v e  l ib r a r ie s  e x c h a n g e  in i ts  favour  
c la ss i f i ca t io ns  a l r e a d y  in use.  « O ne  sh o u ld  not ,  I believe», 
h e  sa id ,  «accept  l ight ly  a n d  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  su b m i t te d  it to 
r ig o r o u s  a n d  r e p e a te d  proofs,  a p r ocedure  th a t ,  by  l e a d i n g  to 
a  r ad ic a l  c h a n g e  of af fai r s,  w o u ld  expose  ou r  o ld l ib ra r ies  
to a com pl e te  d i s o rg a n is a t i o n .  I t  is necessa ry ,  therefore ,  to 
seek  o u t  the w e a k n e s s e s  of the Decimal  C lass i f ic a t ion  to e n ­
s u r e  t h a t  they  do not  o u tw e ig h  i ts  a d v a n t a g e s . » 10 H e  found 
w h a t  he  sought .  The  c lass i f ica t ion ,  he  observed ,  c lea r ly  lacked 
pr opo r t i on  a n d  i ts  e m p h a s i s  w a s  too  Am er i can .  H e  ex a m in e d  
in so m e  deta il  th e  sec t ions  in it for  phi lology,  th e  R om an 
Ca tho l ic  re l ig ious  or de rs ,  b io g r a p h y  a n d  h is tory,  po in t in g  out  
t h e  m an i f e s t  in a d e q u a c ie s  of each.  In his second  a rt icle,  which 
w a s  neve r  publ i shed  a n d  p r e s u m a b ly  neve r  w r i t t e n ,  he propo ­
sed  to s t u d y  the  u se  to be m a d e  of th e  c lass i f ica t ion  in B r u s ­
sels.  W h a t e v e r  the  r e a d e r s  of the Jo u rn a l des S a v a n ts  m ay  
h a v e  th o u g h t  w a s  implied  by th e  fa i lu r e  of h i s  second  a rt ic le  
to  ap p ea r ,  the  s u p p o r t e r s  of the  Be lg ia n  In s t i t u t e  w e re  
hear t i l y  g l ad  th a t  it d id  no t . 17 E l a b o r a t e  pa in s  were  ta ken  
th erea f te r  by the  I n s t i tu te ’s  s ta f f  to avoid  any  contac t  with 
Del is le  t h a t ’ m ig h t  be  th o u g h t  to be a rd  t h e  lion in h i s  den 
a n d  s h a t t e r  the  go lden  s i lence  of  t h a t  second  a r t ic le .18

Langlo is ,  l ike th e  o thers ,  w a s  c r i t i cal  of t h e  Decimal  
Class i f ic a t ion .  In h i s  view,  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  w e re  in ­
f a tua ted  wi th  it a n d  led by the  nose  by it. «They love the 
Dec im al  C la ss i f i ca t io n  to the po in t  of w a n t i n g  to in t rod uce  
it e ve ryw here» ,19 in l ibra ries,  in t r a d e  b ib l iog raphie s ,  even in 
m a g a z i n e s ,  the  a r t ic le s  of  w h ic h  shou ld  all be g iven  the i r  
ow n c lass i f ica t ion  numb er .  H e  cons idered  it a l t og e th e r  u n ­
likely t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t s  could  be pe rs u ad ed  to form a b ibl io­
g r a p h i c  union ,  as  t h e  B e lg ia n s  hoped,  a s  h ad  been done  in 
th e  c a s e  of  the Pos ta l  Un io n ,  for  example ,  a n d  in m a n y  other 
c a s e s .  Su c h  a g r e e m e n t  as  these  u n i o n s  r ep re se n te d  could be 
n e g o t i a te d  on ly  w he n  there  w a s  imper ious ,  d e m o n s t r a b l e  need.  
«The  s t a t e s  wil l  he s i t a t e  to p l ed g e  the m se lv es  to  indef in i te  
sacr if ices  for  p r ob lem a t ic  re tu rn s .» 20 H e  th o u g h t  it p rud en t  
indeed th a t  the conference  of B r u s s e l s  ha d  se t  up its own 
p r iv a te  In s t i t u te  of B ib l io g r a p h y  a nd  ha d  not  wai ted  for the 
g o v e r n m e n t s  of the wor ld  to un i t e  to do it.

Like  S te in  a n d  Po la in ,  L a n g lo is  w a s  concerned  t h a t  the  
pro jec ted  reper to ry  w o u ld  be j u s t  a l ist  of t i t l es .  «II  is  possible,  
indeed,  by an  effort  of  i m agi na t io n ,  to conceive  th a t  a body 
of ve ry  n u m e r o u s  em plo yees  a n d  indexers ,  t r a i n e d  a nd  m a i n ­
ta ined by  the Ins t i tu te ,  could  com ple te  th e  fo rmat ion  of  a 
s in g l e  re pe r to ry  s hap ed  in t h e  m o u ld  of the Decimal  C la s s i f i ­
ca t i o n  o u t  of all th e  p r in te d  c a t a l o g u e s  of  l ib rar ies ,  all the  
o ld  b ib l io gr ap hi c  co llect ions and  bookt r ade  j o u r n a l s  of all 
count r i es .»21 B u t  it w o u ld  be  imposs ib le  for  th e m  to k now
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m o re  th a n  the  t i t l es  of t h e  mi l l ions  a n d  mi l l io ns  of w o r k s  
t h a t  they w ou ld  t h u s  ca ta log .  H e  recogni sed  th a t  en um era -  
t ive,  uncr i t i cal  b ib l io gr aphi e s  h a d  b e g u n  to mul t ip ly  p r o d i g ­
iously,  a n d  t h a t  so m e  form of co -opera t ive  a p p ro a c h  to 
b i b l i o g ra p h y  h a d  become neces sa ry .  Th e  Royal  Soc ie ty  h a d  
m a d e  thi s  l a t te r  po in t  qu i te  c lear .  B u t  al l  these  ven tur es ,  
co-opera t ive ,  e n u m e r a t i v e  a n d  un cr i t i ca l  t h o u g h  they  mi gh t  
be, w e re  spec ia l i sed .  E v en  th e  Royal  Soc ie ty  h a d  l imi ted  i tself 
to  t h e  a r e a  of th e  sc iences .  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  been  m uch be t te r ,  
in his  view,  if Ot le t  and  La F o n t a i n e  h ad  been  c o n te n t  to 
devo te  the m se lv es  to  fo rm in g  a B u r e a u  of  Le ga l  a n d  Soc i o log ­
ical Bib l iography .  In such  a l imi ted  a rea ,  in cons id erab le  
need of o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  the  B e lg ia n s  m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  so m e  h o p e  
of  success .  The  to n e  of  L a n g l o i s ’ a r t icle  w a s  s l ig h t ly  d i s d a i n ­
ful a n d  a t  th e  In s t i tu te  it w a s  ca l led a phi l ippic .22

It  is c lear  t h a t  the  profess iona l  l i b r a r i a n s  and  b ib l iog ­
r a p h e r s  of F r a n c e  could  not  accep t  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s 
p ro p o sa ls  for m a in ly  two rea sons .  The  f ir s t  tu r n e d  on  the ir  
a t t i t u d e  to the  Decimal  Clas s i f ica t ion ,  a n d  th e  second  on the i r  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  the idea of a un iv e rs a l  ca ta log .  In their  
d i sc uss i on s  of both they  w e re  deeply  in f luenced by pr ior  
k n o w le d g e  a n d  experience.  The i r  p r inc ipa l  ob ject ion to th e  
Decimal  C la ss i f ica t io n  w a s  n o t  t h a t  i t  w a s  imperfec t ,  for, 
t h o u g h  th i s  w a s  a fact  the y  w e r e  an xi ous  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  at  
l ength ,  no on e  w oul d  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  to  deny  it. Ra ther ,  th e  
c l a i m s  m a d e  for it se em ed  to  im p ly  t h a t  o ld e r  c l a ss i f ic a t io ns  
should be t h row n out ,  a nd  wi t h  th e m  shou ld  g o  the  old bib lio ­
g ra p h ic a l  o rde r  itself in which the y  h a d  ful ly  ves ted  inte res ts .  
They r e spo nded  the refo re  lo th e  g l o w i n g  acco un t  th e  B e lg ia n s  
g a v e  of the  po ten t ia l i t i es  of  t h e  c lass i f ica t ion  by d e c l a r i n g  
f lat ly a n d  a t  once  th a t  by  no  m e a n s  did it re p re se n t  the c o m ­
ing of a b ib l io graph ica l  mi l len ium.  N a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  profes ­
s iona l  fe rvor  su rg ed  t h ro u g h  the i r  pens  a s  th ou gh  from the  
th r e a t  of  s om e  a g g r e s s i v e  im pe r ia l i s m  a s  the y  ad vi se d  cau t ion .

O n  the  o th e r  hand ,  they  b r o u g h t  to the i r  s t u d y  of the 
In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i t u te  of B ib l i o g r a p h y  a n d  the  U ni ver sa l  
B ib l io graphic  Reper tory  a full bu t  in h ib i t i ng  k n o w le d g e  of 
s im i l a r  s ch em es  t r ied  or  p ro jected e l s ew h ere  a t  o th e r  t imes .  
Now t h a t  the  c a t a l o g s  of t h e  g r e a t  na t i o n a l  l ib ra r ie s  of 
E n g l a n d  a nd  F ran ce ,  The  Br i t i sh  M u s e u m  L i b ra ry  a n d  th e  
Bibl io thèque  Na t io na le ,  w e re  a t  l a s t  be in g  p r in te d , - th e  l i b r a r ­
ians of E ur op e  were  all too r e a d y  to  s h a r e  the  convic t ion  of 
those  d i rec t ing  the product ion  of  these  c a t a l o g s  th a t  they 
could  n a t u r a l l y  and  s imp ly  be t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  t h e  long  hoped  
for, p an acea t ic ,  un iv e rs a l  ca ta lo gu e .  But ,  qu i te  a p a r t  f rom th e  
un ive rsa l  c a t a l o g  a b i b l i o g rap h e r  for them w a s  an  e rudi te  
a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  m a n  w h o  f ra nk ly  ac k n o w le d g e d  b o u n d a r i e s  
to  the  a r ea s  of  h i s  competence .  W i t h in  these  bou nda r ie s .
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however,  he w a s  a s  m ig h ty  as  a c r u s a d e r  w ie ld in g  s w o r d  a n d  
buckler  am id  s w a r m i n g  infidels.  Wi th  a pen e t r a t i o n  w hic h  
der ived from, a s  it w a s  he ig h te ned  by, a p roc edure  of infini te 
co m p a r i so n ,  his t a s k  w a s  laboriously ,  com prehens iv e ly ,  to  a n a ­
lyse,  cri t icise,  in te rpre t ,  descr ibe  a n d  a n n o t a t e  the w orks  fa l l­
ing  w i t h in  the consc ious ly  l imi ted  pu rv ie w  of h i s  a t ten t ion .  
To h is  d i sc ip l ines  a n d  h is  s e n s e  of  f i t t in g  l imi ta t ion  the  B e l ­
g i a n s  h a d  not  chosen  to  s u b m i t  a n d  so, ca l l o w  a n d  p re te n ­
tious,  s tood  doubly  da m ned .

FR E N C H  S C IE N T IST S

I t  w a s  no t  so  w i t h  the  sc ie n t i s t s  of F ran ce ,  who,  l ike the i r  
co nf rè res  e l s ew here  in E u r o p e  a n d  Amer ica ,  ha d  become in c re as ­
in g ly  a w a r e  of  the  p ro b le m s pre sen ted  by  the ir  rap id ly  p r o ­
l i fe ra t in g  l i t e ra ture .  The  publ ica t ion  d u r i n g  the la s t  hal f  of  
the c e n tu ry  of  the Royal  Soc ie ty’s C a ta lo g u e , o f S c ie n tific  P a ­
p ers  s l o w  th ough  it w as ,  rep re se n te d  a responce  to a wide ly 
exper ienced  need.  The  recogni t ion  th a t  thi s  c a t a l o g u e  was  no  
lo n g e r  a d equ a te ,  the d e m a n d  th a t  it be ex pa nded ,  a n d  the re a ­
l isa t ion  t h a t  it could  be m a d e  full en o u g h  to be useful  only by 
in te rn a t io na l  co-opera t ion ,  w a s  an  ex am p le  of a m uch m o re  
g e n e r a l  phe nom enon .  Th e  In te rn a t i o n a l  Ins t i t u te  of S ta t i s t i cs  
as  ea r ly  a s  1887, a n d  the In te rn a t io na l  Colonial  Ins t i tu t e  set 
up  in B r u s s e l s  in 1894, had  a d d r e s s e d  thems elves  to o r g a n i s i n g  
b ib l iographica l  se rv ices .23 The  In te rn a t iona l  C o n g r e s s  on the  
Bib l io gr aphy  of the M a th e m a t i c a l  Sciences in 1889 had  a t t e m ­
pted to do  for  the  l i t e r a tu re  of  m a th em a t ic s ,  w h a t  the  Royal  
Soc ie ty proposed  in 1894 for the  l i t e ra tu re  of the  n a tu r a l  s c ie n­
ces  as  a whole.  An In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of Appl ied C h e m is t r y  
h a d  se t  up  a n  In te rn a t io na l  B u r e a u  of Chem ica l  L i t e r a tu r e  in 
Br us se l s  in 1894,24 a n d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of Zoology 
had  es t ab l i s he d  the Co nc i l i um  Bib l io gra phi cum in Zur ich in 
1895.25 Th e  A m e r ic a n  Assoc ia t ion  for the A d v a n c e m e n t  of  
Sc ience  w a s  ac t ive ly  a t t e m p t i n g  lo c r e a te  for B o t a n y  a 
b ib l iog raphi ca l  bu reau  s im i la r  to  the  Conci l iu m B ib l i o g r a p h i ­
cum,  a n d  the  b ib l io gr ap hy  of  g e o g r a p h y  w a s  a n  im p o r t a n t  p r e ­
occupa t io n  of  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s e s  of  the  G e o g r a p h i ­
ca l  Sc iences .26

W h e n  th e  As so c i a t io n  f r anç a is e  pour  l’a v a n c e m e n t  des  
sc iences  b e g a n  to  p o nder  the  p ro b le m s of b ib l iography ,  its 
f irst  de l ibe ra t io ns  were  d irected t o w a rd s  the  diff icult ies e n c o u n ­
tered in fo r m u l a t i n g  t i t les for scient i f ic  p a p e r s  which would  
be specific,  conc re te  a nd  accura te .  A C o m m it te e  of  the  A sso c ia ­
t ion pr e se n te d  a repor t  on  th e  m a t t e r  to th e  Asso c ia t io n’s  
tn ee t in g  in B o rd e a u x  in A u g u s t  1895. I ts r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

greed  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  with a m o re  de ta i led  proposa l  for  un i form 
c i ta t io ns  of  scient i f ic  p a p e r s  p r epa red  by a C o m m i t t e e  of the
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of Phys io logy .  This  h a d  been  b ro u g h t  
before  a m e e t i n g  of  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  a iso  in 1895. S o m e  of the  
prov is i ons  of  thi s  l a t te r  p roposa l  we re  in the i r  t u r n  ad o p t i o n s  
of  c i ta t io n  ru les  devised  by H e r b e r t  H a v i l a n d  F ie ld  a n d  th e  
In t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  Zoo logy  for  the C o n c i l i um  Biblio-  
g r aph ic um .27 A s p e c t s  of i n te r n a t i o n a l  b ib l io g ra ph ic a l  s t a n d a r d ­
i sa t ion  were ,  i t  c a n  be  seen,  on  the  o rd e r  oi  the day  of a 
n u m b e r  of  sc ient i f ic  c o n g r e s s e s  of  th e  t ime.

R epr e se nt a t iv e s  of  the  F r e n c h  A ssoc i a t i on  for the A d v a n c e ­
m e n t  of  S c i enc es  c a r r i e d  th e  A ssoc ia t io n ’s  re so lu t io ns  for 
p r e p a r i n g  t i t les of scient i f ic p a p e r s  to  B rus se l s  to the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  Co nfe re nce  of Bi b l i o g rap h y  for adop t io n .28 Gra t i f ied  
by  the  f avou rabl e  r e sp on se  they  h a d  received in Brusse l s ,  
th e y  c a m e  a w a y  e n t h u s i a s t s  for  th e  D ec im a l  C la s s i f ic a t io n  a n d  
the  p l a n s  of  O t l e t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  for  th e  In s t i t u te  of 
Bib l io graphy .  Di s t in gu ish ed ,  we l l -connec ted  sc ie n t i s t s  all ,  
th e y  soon  broke  into pr in t  wi th  a c c o u n t s  of  th e  conference  a n d  
t h e  e v e n t s  a r i s i n g  f rom it ,  beh in d  m a n y  of  wh ich  la y  th e i r  ow n 
e n e r g e t i c  a t t e m p t s  to  be  of  prac t ica l  a s s i s t a n c e  to the  new 
Ins t i tu te .

C h a r l e s  Riche t29 decided  t h a t  all th e  a r t ic les  a p p e a r i n g  in 
the  R e v u e  sc ie n tifiq u e , w hic h  he  ed i ted ,  f rom the  b e g i n n i n g  of 
1896 w ou ld  b e a r  a dec imal  c lass i f ica t io n  numb er .  H e  a d m i t te d  
t h a t  the c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  no t  perfect ,  bu t

it is  im possib le  to  im ag in e  one  w hich w o u ld  p lea se  a ll th e  w o rld  — 
b u t  th a t  o f D ew ey h a s  th e  in co m p arab le  a d v a n ta g e  th a t  i t  ex is ts , th a t  
it is  used , th a t  it se rv es  to  c la ss ify  in A m erica m o re  th a n  10 m illion  
volum es, and  th a t if one  w a n ted  to  su b s titu te  a n o th e r  fo r it, 
which w ould  ru n  th e  r isk  of n o t be ing  be tto r, i t  w ould n o t be fo l­
low ed.30

Ric he t  for esa w th a t ,  a f t e r  a few years ,  th e  c las s i f ica t ion  w ou ld  
be com e  wide ly  used  « a n d  we a rc  anx io us  to be t h e  f ir s t  to 
a p p l y  it in E u r o p e  a f te r  Mess rs .  La  F o n t a i n e  a n d  Ot le t» .31 
A  few m o n t h s  a f te r  t he se  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e re  m ade ,  he  r e tu r n e d  
a g a i n  to  t h e  defence  of  t h e  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t io n  a n d  s u m ­
m a r i s e d  his pos i t ion thus:

1. An in te rn a tio n a l b ib lio g rap h ic  c la ss ifica tio n  is  necessa ry .
2. Such a  c la ss ifica tio n  should  be a t  once a lp h ab etica l by  a u th o rs ’ 
n am es, a n d  a n a ly tic a l b y  su b jec ts  trea te d .
3. A n y  a n a ly tica l c la ss ifica tio n  c an  be m ade  o n ly  in  a n  in te rn a tio n a l 
lan g u a g e , and  th e  o n ly  u n iv e rsa l in te rn a tio n a l la n g u a g e  one  could 
ad o p t is  th e  la n g u a g e  of num bers, conseq u en tly  a  num erica l c la ss if i­
ca tio n , w hich im plies, c learly , th e  ad o p tio n  of a decim al a rra n g e m e n t.
4. A ny a n a ly tic a l c la ss ifica tio n  c an  o n ly  be a rtific ia l; i t  is  ab so lu te ly  
ch im erical to  hope fo r a  defin itive , in te g ra te d  and  fau ltle ss  c la ss if i­
c a tio n  of a ll h u m an  know ledge.
5. The Dewcv sy s tem  in  use  fo r a long  tim e, a n d  h a v in g  been tested  
fro m  a p ra c tic a l p o in t o f v iew , can  b y  su ccessive  a d d itio n s  v e ry  
w ell becom e a n  easy , com m odious, a n d  g en era l c la ss ifica tio n .

6. A n y  o v e rtu rn in g  of th e  D ew ey system , o ffe rin g  on ly  v e ry  p ro b le ­
m atica l a d v a n ta g e s , w o u ld , a t  a  b low , e n su re  th e  se rio u s  inconven ience  
of c re a tin g  a b so lu te  an arch y , and  th e  on ly  chance  o f re ac h in g  b ib lio ­
g rap h ic  u n ity  is  to  accept th e  system  such  a s  it is. A ny  o th e r proce­
d u re  w ould  end  in  fa ilu re.“

C.  M. Gar i e l  l ike Riche t  h a d  formed a h igh  opin ion  of the 
D e w e y  Dec im al  Class i f ica t ion ,  in d eed  h e  w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  to  
observe  t h a t  the  idea of  dec imal  n u m e r a t i o n  « w as  a n  idea 
of gen ius» .33 Marce l  B a u d o u i n  und er too k  to  t r a n s l a t e  into 
Fre nch ,  G e r m a n  and  I ta l ian  the  Decimal  Cl ass i f ica t ion  tab les  
for  the  bio logica l  sc iences ,31 w hic h  he  b e g a n  to  deve lop and  
a p p l y  a t  o n c e  to  a  m ed ica l  b ib l io gr aphy  he  h a d  b e g u n  c o m ­
pi l in g  in P a r i s . 35

These  a n d  o ther  F r e n c h  sc ie n t i s t s  g a th e r e d  to g e th e r  all 
tho se  i n te re s te d  into a F re nc h  sect ion of  the  In te rn a t io n a l  
In s t i t u t e  of  Bib l iog raphy .  A m o n g  those  w ho  jo in e d  w a s  G e n e ­
ra l  Scber t .  A  specif ic  a im  of thi s  g ro u p  w a s  to  u r g e  the 
adopt i on  of the  Decimal  Cl ass i f ica t ion  on th e  Royal Soc ie ty 
w he n  it m e t  in i ts  In te rn a t io na l  C a t a l o g u e  Con fe re nc e  in 
Lo nd on  in the  s u m m e r  of  1896.3® Not long  before  t h e  ac tual  
o p e n i n g  of  t h i s  conference,  th e  F r e n c h  se c t io n  m e t  in P a r i s  
a n d  dec lared :

The French Seclion  of Ute In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  o f B ib liography , 
h av in g  re-exam ined the decisions taken  by the C onference  of B ib­
lio g rap h y  of B ru ssels in 1895 a n d  th e  p ro g ram  p resen ted  by  the 
R oyal Socie ty  o f  London, ex p resses  th e  w ish  to  se e  th e  b ib lio g rap h ical 
c a ta lo g  of th e  sciences proposed  by th e  Society, u n d e rtak en  in a c ­
co rd an ce  w ith the U n iv ersa l B ib liog raph ic  R epertory . It believes that 
the D ecim al C lassifica tion , com pleted  w ith  the ag reem en t of a ll in ­
te rested  g ro u p s , is of a k ind  to  respond  com pletely  to  the neces­
s it ie s  o f a n  in te rn a tio n a l b ib lio g rap h ic  c lass ifica tio n .“

R EB U TTA L O F C R IT IC ISM , A M PL IFIC A T IO N

Sens i t i ve  to th e  c r i t i c i sms  directed a g a i n s t  the  Ins t i tu te  
and  i ts  p r o g r a m s ,  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e  w e re  carefu l  to 
avoid  th e  polemics  of  conf ronta t io n .  In the  second n u m b e r  of 
the  I IB  B u lle tin ,  O t l e t  a t t em p te d  to provide  a fur ther  genera l  
ex p la n a t io n  of w h a t  the  In s t i t u te  propose d  to do which  would  
c o n s t i tu te  an  u n te n d e n t i o u s  rep ly  to i ts  v a r io u s  cri t ics.38 He  
b e g a n  by  o n c e  a g a i n  a s s e r t i n g  th e  in co n te s t ab le  necess i ty  for  
a  un iv e rs a l  b ib l iog raph ic  reper tory .  Su c h  a reper tory ,  he be­
lieved,  could proper ly  be conce ived  of  only as  u n iv e r s a l  in 
scope.  H ow eve r  m a n y  w e re  the  d ivi s ions  a n d  subd iv i s io ns  of 
h u m a n  know ledge ,  func t ional ly ,  e s sen t ia l ly  it w a s  a unity.  
N o  m o r e  t h a n  in N a t u r e  cou ld  there  be  foun d  w i t h in  i ts  co r ­
pus isolated,  abso lu te ly  in d epe nde n t  fact s.  F rom  such a view, 
im pl y in g  c lea r ly  the  ph i losophica l  p remise s  upon which the 
w o rk  of the IIB w a s  based ,  fol lowed the  d e s i d e r a t u m  th a t  «ali 
d o c u m e n ts ,  w r i t i n g s ,  books,  b rochures ,  ar t i cles ,  etc.» re la t i v e  to
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all  sub jec t s  shou ld  be inventor ied.  F o r  all t h a t  is w r i t t en ,  t h e r e  
shou ld  be p r e p a r e d  a gene ra l ,  syn the t ic  co n te n ts  table.  No 
m a t t e r  ho w se p a r a t e  b ib l io g ra phe rs  m ig h t  be  in te r m s  of d i s ­
tance ,  or  how r em ote  f rom each o th er  in t e r m s  of sub jec t ,  they  
could al l  con t r ibu te  to  the essen t ia l  b ib l iographica l  un i ty ,  of 
whose  ex is tence  O t le t  w a s  so  f i rmly  convinced ,  if they w ou ld  
on ly  a g r e e  to  t h e  re l a t iv e ly  s i m p le  r e q u i r e m e n t  of  pub l ica t io n  
of s t a n d a r d i s e d  b ib l iog raph ica l  in format ion  on cards.

Th e  R B U  w a s  not  to be  con s t ru e d  as p r e ju d ic in g  the a u t o ­
n om y  of w h a t  ex is ted.  It w a s  n o t  m e a n t  to be de s t ruc t iv e  in 
a n y  wa y .  F o r  i ts c o v e ra g e  of  the  p a s t  it h ad  to  u t i l i se  e v e r y ­
t h i n g  pre se n t ly  ava i l ab le ;  for the  p re se n t  a n d  th e  future,  if 
it had the co-opera t ion  of  b ib l io g ra ph e rs  in the  w a y s  projected,  
it could  s lowly,  n a tu ra l ly ,  evolve  t o w a rd s  its goa ls ! The  k n o w l­
e d g e  t h a t  the un iversa l  reper to ry  could  be comple ted  only 
upon  i m m e n s e  la b o u r  w a s  no a r g u m e n t ,  O t l e t  r eas oned ,  for  
no t  u n d e r t a k i n g  the labour ,  no r  w a s  the  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  i t  
would ,  inevi tably,  c o n ta in  mis tak es .  Af te r all, e r r o r  ex is ted  no' 
l ess  in the b ib l iographica l  w o rk  of others .  Ot le t  w a s  now,  h o w ­
ever,  r a t h e r  m o r e  c a u t i o u s  in g i v i n g  a  f igure  for the  per ­
c e n t a g e  e r ror ,  s u g g e s t i n g  it m ig h t  be from 15 to 20 per  cent.  
But  one should ,  he obse rved  in effect,  e m p h a s is e  the pos it ive 
aspec t  of th is  e rror :  a t  l ea s t  80 per  cen t  of the r e p e r to ry  
w oul d  co nt a in  in v a lu abl e  in format ion .  It w ou ld  be be t te r  to  
h a v e  acces s  to th i s  m uch t h a n  to  no n e  at  all ,  to  be  even 
s l ig h t ly  misled by an  e r ro r  of fact,  th a n  to rest  in com pl e te  
i g n o r a n c e  of the  fact.  The  reper tory ,  he s t r e sse d ,  w a s  no t  a  
work  of a r t ,  but  a tool. I t  should be co m p a re d  wi th  the fac­
tor ies  a n d  m a c h i n e s  w hic h  h a d  revolu t ion ised  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
in dus t r y .  It w a s  a form of o r g a n i s i n g  scient if ic  work  be t te r  
th a n  it h ad  been o r g a n i s e d  in the  p a s t  — no  more,  n o  less.

S o m e  of the  re pe r to ry ' s  c r i t i cs  had feared th a t  it w o u ld  
co n ta in  g a p s ;  o th e r s  had  feared th a t  in i ts eschewal  of se lec­
tivity,  it woul d  co n ta in  too much.  Thi s  touched  a g a i n  on the 
problem of spec ia l i sa t ion  a n d  Ot le t  w a s  qui te  c le a r  abo u t  it — 
a b i b l i o g ra p h e r  could not  choose  w i th ou t  a p p e a r i n g  to b e  
a rb i t r a ry .  H e  had  to l ist  e ver y t h i ng  for he could no t  know 
how  o r  w h y  di f fe ren t  p e r s o n s  a t  di fferent  t i m e s  w o u ld  a p p r o a c h  
the  l i t e r a tu r e  of  a subjec t .

O th e r  c r i t i cs  Ot le t  c h a rac te r i s ed  as b ib l io graphic a l  g e n e ­
a log is t s .  They had  devoted  the m se lv es  to t r ac in g  the or ig ins  
of  th e  n e w l y  born  work.  This  w a s  c o m m e n d a b l e  a n d  p o te n t i a l ­
ly c ons t r uc t iv e  «for  n o t h i n g  comes  of n o t h i n g .  . .  But  it w oul d  
be t ru ly  u n j u s t  to t u r n  th is  h i s tor ica l  p reoccupat ion  a g a i n s t  
the ins t i tu t ion  one  is ex am in in g .» 30 Ot le t  m e n t io ne d  the v a r ­
ious p ro p o sa ls  a n d  s ch em es  put  forward  in the p a s t  for a 
un ive rsa l  c a t a l o g  or  a g r e a t  un ion  c a ta lo g  of public l ib r ­
a ries,  b u t  a r g u e d  t h a t  b ecau se  such  v ent ur e s  h ad  ex is ted  o n ly
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In the  r e a l m s  of poss ibi l i ty,  one  should  no t  infer  t h a t  the  a ims  
of  the  I IB  w e r e  un rea l i sa b le .  «This  I n s t i t u te  is t h e  f ir s t  in 
which  the ory  h as  cour ag eou s ly  da re d  to  de scen d  to practice.
l í  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  r — —  - i . - I  _ _ i - -  -  r i  '  ’  'It w a s  fou nded  only  af 
fa i lu re  of p rev ious  pro 
m e n t a l  p h a s e  of severa

er  a ca refu l  s t u d y  of th e  c a u s e s  of 
iects,  a n d  a f te r  a p r e l i m i n a r y  expcri-

  ,_____ ______ i ye a r s . » 40 A bout  o ther  p ro b le m s and
dif ficul t ies O t l e t  r e m a in e d  r a t h e r  vague .  F i n a n c ia l  difficulties,  
especial ly ,  lie d i s m is se d  in a wo rd :  « rea l ly  useful  w o r k s . . .  
h a v e  a l w a y s  found  f inanc ia l  sup por t» .41 In a n y  ca se  s ub sc r ip ­
t i o n s  w ou ld  be ta ken  o u t  to  the  R epe r to ry  both as  a whole  by
g r e a t  na t io n a l  l ib ra r ies ,  a n d  in p a r t s  a c c o r d in g  to subject
a r e a s  by in d iv id u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  wi th  spec ial  in te res ts .

A s  for the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  he  r epea te d  t h a t  «by 
i ts ex t r e m e  s impl ic i ty,  i ts  in te rn a t i o n a l  intel l ig ibi l i ty ,  i ts  c on ­
c i se  no ta t io n  in un iv e rs a l ly  kn o w n  symbols ,  those  of a r ab ic  
nu m b er s ,  f ina lly by i ts  indef ini te  ex tens ion ,  the  Decimal  
C las s i f ic a t i on  appl ied  to the  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of  scientif ic m a te r ia l s ,  
h a s  very ge n e ra l l y  been a p p re c i a te d  a s  offe ring a defini t ive 
so lu t ion  to the b ib l iog raph ic  problem».42 To those  w h o  ar g u ed  
th a t  the c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  not  suff icient ly scientific,  Ot le t  
repea l ed  th a t  b ib l iog raphi c  c la ss i f ica t ions  m u s t  be d i s t i n g u i s h ­
ed  f rom c la ss i f i c a t io ns  of  sc ience  which  f rom B a c o n  to 
S p e n c e r  had  con t in ua l ly  been modif ied a s  sc ience  itself deve l ­
oped.  C la ss i f i ca t io ns  of science m u s t  be flexible in c o n t r a s t
lo b ib l io gra ph ica l  c la ss i f i ca t io ns  which  m u s t  be s t ab le  so tha t  
« in t w e n t y  y e a r s  o n e  c a n  f ind in th e  s a m e  place,  no t ices  which 
a p p e a r  there  toda y» . 43

Behind  the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  he re i te ra ted ,  which 
h ad  been d e m o n s t r a t e d  for ove r  seventeen  y e a r s  in Amer ica  to 
be the mos t  useful ,  th e  m o s t  im m edi a te ly  a p p l i c a b le  b ib l i o g ra ­
phical  c lass i f ica t ion,  th e re  lay  «an  im m ense  synopt ic  ta b le  of 
h u m a n  kn ow ledge» .44 The  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  so  co ns t ruc ted  
tha t  it had  g r e a t  f lexibi l i ty to e n c o m p a s s  ne w k n o w le d g e  by 
its inf ini te  but  o rder ly  extens ib i l i ty.  The  use  of  auxi l ia ry 
tab l es  ( the  ge og ra p h ic a l  subd iv i s io ns  and  the  tab le  of  the «gene ­
ra l i t i es»)  tog e th er  with the use  of the  colon for  c o m b in in g  
n u m b e r s  g a v e  it co n s i d e ra b le  sy n th e t ic  po we r  for  descr ipt ion.  
O n e  could read  the  n u m b e r s  in a «synth e t ic»  w a y  a s  c o m b in in g  
di f fe ren t  ideas,  t h a t  is. in effect, as  a code,  an  app ro ach  
fac i l i t a ted by the  fact th a t  « th e  sense  a t t r ib u te d  to each of the 
n u m b e r s  is p e r m a n e n t  a n d  abso lu te,  ident ical  in all the 
com b in a t io n s  of which  it is m a d e  p a r t» .45

O t l e t  a d m i t te d  t h a t  t h e  u se  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  not  
w i th ou t  difficulties,  a n d  he cons ide red  brief ly those  re la ted  to 
the  compi la t ion  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  tab les  a nd  the  index  to  them 
and  the inde xin g  of b ib l iographical  not ices.  He  pointed  out  
tha t  t h ough  the ta b le s  a n d  th e  index  needed ex tens ion  a n d  
cor rec t ion  they were  very de ta i led  a t  p r esen t  a n d  their  improver
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m e n t  could  be  done  p iecemeal  b y  expert s .  N or  shou ld  it be 
forgot ten,  he insis ted,  t h a t  the  intel lectual  p r ob le m s  of inde ­
x ing  w e re  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  no  m at te d  w h a t  sys tem w a s  used 
but  the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  w i t h  i ts  index a n d  tab les  could 
g ive  much a s s i s ta n c e  to a n  indexer  by s u g g e s t i n g  ap p ro a c h e s  
a nd  re la t ionsh ips .

O t l e t  n o w  developed his no t io ns  of  w h a t  the In s t i t u t e  
sho uld  be l ike m o re  c lear ly  t h a n  before.  I t s  aim,  he  believed, 
sho uld  be suf fic ient ly g e n e r a l  to  e n c o m p a s s  both f r iends  and 
enemies  of the  Reper tory  a n d  the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  It 
sho uld  be «a so r t  of federa t ion  of d i s t inc t  g r o u p s  t h e  un io n  ot 
which  is necessary :  scholars ,  b i b l i ogr aphe rs ,  l ib r a r i a n s  a nd

Subl ishers» .  In m a n y  scient i f ic  f ields in te rn a t i o n a l  co ng re ss e s  
ad se t  up  sec t ions  for  b ib l io graphy ,  bu t  they h a d  not  been 

co-ord ina ted .  « In  j o in in g  the Inst i tute ,  as  they h a v e  commence d  
to do. the y  wil l  con s t i tu te  d i s t inc t  scientif ic s ec t io ns  to which 
th e  S t a t u t e s  of  t h e  Ins t i tu te ,  p rec i se  on thi s  point ,  wil l  give 
ex tens ive  powers  in the  d o m a in  of  the i r  spec ia l  que s t i ons .»’0

O t l e t ’s  ar t ic le ,  t h ou gh  it w a s  publ i sh ed  in the  H R  R u lle-  
iin , w a s  by no m e a n s  the  conf iden t  pe r for m ance  of  a p reache r  
h a r a n g u i n g  the  conver ted .  I t  w a s  c a lc u l a te d  to provide  ex p la ­
n a t i o n ,  cor rec t ion ,  ampl i f ica t ion  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for those  
who  had  become in terested  b u t  re m a in e d  scept ical ,  i l l- infor­
m ed  but  open to convict ion,  a w a r e  of cont ro ver sy  a n d  c o n ­
fused by  it. O n  the  w hol e  he avoided  the clever,  sophis t ical  rep­
lies to which the m i s a p p r e h e n s io n s  a nd  the super f ic ia l i t i es  of 
h i s  c ri t ics could  eas i ly  h a v e  led him.

T H E  B E G IN N IN G S O F  IN T ER N A TIO N A L ACTION

O n e  re a so n  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  s pe n t  so  l it t le t ime  in 
the  a r ena  of publ ic  l i t e ra ry  polemics  im me dia te ly  a f te r  the 
fo u n d in g  of I IB w a s  t h a t  they w e re  too busy  for them.  The  
I n s t i t u t e  a n d  the Office formal ly  es tab l i s hed ,  the y  b e g a n  at  
once  to spend  m o re  a nd  more  t im e  b r i n g i n g  p r e s s u r e  to bear 
on f r iends a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  wel l -connec ted  in v a r io u s  s p e ­
c ia l i sed  a ss oc ia t io ns  and  societ ies in o rd e r  to ra l ly  these  o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s  to the IIB s o  th a t  they mig ht  u n d e r ta k e  the deve lopment  
of a p p r o p r ia te  p a r t s  of the  reper to ry  and  of  the  c lassi l i ca t ion .  
They  be ca m e  in ve te r a te  con fe rence  goer s ,  a n d  p ro m o te r s  and  
recorders  of  b ib l iog raph ic  reso lu t ions ,  a n d  they w e re  su cc ess ­
ful. T o w a r d s  the end of 1895 the  B u r e a u  of the  Office of 
Bib l iog raphy  w a s  invi ted to the h e a d q u a r t e r s  of  the Royal 
Soc ie ty  in London to expla in  w h a t  w a s  afoot in Br uss e l s . 47 
H erb e r t  H a v i l a n d  F ie ld  pu t  the Co nc i l i um  Bi b l io g ra ph ic um  in 
c o r r e sp on denc e  wi th I IB,  s u g g e s te d  the  use  of  the  s t a n d a r d  
A m er ica n  7 5 x 1 2 5  mi l l im eter  c a t a l o g  c a r d  i n s te ad  of the  long 
th in  c a r d  adop ted  by the  Con fe re nc e  of Bib l io g ra ph y  a nd
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f inal ly  convinced  Ot le t  a nd  La  F o n t a i n e  of its value .  The 
Conci l ium Bi b l io g rap h ic u m  then  be cam e  not  on ly  a m e m b e r  
bu t  a sec tion of the in s t i t u te .48 I m m ed ia te ly  fo l lowing  the C o n ­
ference of Bib l io gr aphy  the  tw o f r iends se t  off pos t— h a s t e  for 
Dresden  w he re  the C o n g r e s  L i t té ra i re  et  Ar t i s t ique  I n t e r n a ­
t ional  ( the In te rn a t io n a l  C o p y r ig h t  Con vent io n  Co n g res s )  
w a s  me e t in g .  O n  the  a g e n d a  w a s  a proposa l  by Ju le s  L e rm in a  
for  a un iv e rs a l  b ib l iog raphi e  repertory .  L e rm in a  had  been 
u r g i n g  the  B u r e a u  of the C onv e n t i o n  in Be rn e  to set  up  sueli 
a re pe r to ry  for a n u m b e r  of years .  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e  
hoped  to e n c o u r a g e  the  C o n g r e s s  to  s u p p o r t  the  idea,  po in t in g  
out  how  successfu l  the y  ha d  been a l r e a d y  in g e t t i n g  such  a 
re per to ry  u n d e r w a y  in Brusse l s .  The  C o n g r e s s  a p p e a re d  to be 
scept ical  a nd  une n th u s i a s t i c  a n d  refe rred  the m a t t e r  to a 
com mi t te e  for s tudy .  The  idea s e e m s  su b se q u e n t ly  to h a v e  been 
dr o p p e d .49

In 1896. ac co m pa n ied  by  M au r i ce  de  Wulf,  Ot le t  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e  se t  off to E n g l a n d  for the  i n a u g u r a l  m e e t i n g  of the 
Royal  Soc ie ty’s Co nf er enc e  on  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  C a t a l o g u e  of 
Scientif ic L i te ra ture.  Ot le t  read a long  repor t  to (he C on fe r ­
ence on  the  a im s  a nd  m e th o d s  of the I IB.  a n d  v igorous ly  
defended the Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  w hen  objec t ions  w e re  made  
to it, as  they were  with some sp i r i t  by  J o h n  S h a w  Bil l ings  
and  o th er s  no  less em in en t .  Th e  e ffec tiveness  of the Be lg ian  
de le g a te s  in p r o m o t i n g  the I IB — O I B  a t  the  Confe rence  w a s  
l imited in severa l  w a y s .  Th e re  w e re  r ig id  ru les  of p rocedure  
and  a prev ious ly  p r epa red  a g e n d a .  S o m e  pr e l im in a ry  in spec ­
t ion of I I B —01 ¡i h ad  a l r e a d y  been  ca r r ied  out  by tlie Royal  
Soc ie ty  in 1895 and  a decis ion ha d  been m a d e  the n  to proceed 
wi th  the  de ve l opm ent  of a specia l  c lass if ica t ion  for scientif ic 
l i t e ra ture .  Ot le t  w a s  a y o u n g  m a n ,  no t  thi rty,  a n d  when 
com p a re d  w i th  his c o l le ag ues  both f rom E u r o p e  a n d  f rom the 
Royal  Soc ie ty  itself,  by no  m e a n s  a d i s t i n g u is h ed  scient ist .  
The  b u rde n  of p r e s e n t i n g  the  c a s e  for  the  Decima l  C la ss i f ic a­
t ion a nd  for co l labora t ion  be tween  th e  I IB a n d  the  Royal 
Soc ie ty se em s to h a v e  fal len pr inc ipa l ly  upon  him.  He  spoke  
in French ,  t h ough  La F o n ta in e  h a d  a good  c o m m a n d  of 
Eng l i s h .  I l e  spoke  e n th us ia s t ic a l ly ,  a t  l ength ,  and  a t  t imes,  
out  of order .  B u t  t h ou gh  th e  Co nf er enc e  a s  a w ho le  took little 
no t ice  of the  Be lg ian  d e m a n d s ,  no  m e m b e r  could h a v e  left it 
u n a w a r e  of  the ex is tence  of  the O I B — IIB a nd  of i ts  p ro ­
g r a m . 50

F rom  London Ot le t  w e n t  next  to I ta ly  to ta k e  up  the 
c a u s e  there .  The  Assoc iaz lone  Tipogr áf ico— Lib ra r ía  I ta l ia na  
had  ca l led an  I t a l i a n  Bib l io graphica l  Confe re nce  for  S e p t e m ­
ber  in F lo renc e  in o r d e r  to d i scuss  formal ly  the  Ins t i t u te  of 
Bi b l i o g rap h y  c re a te d  in Brusse l s .  M o r e  t h a n  80 de lega te s  
a t t e n d e d  the  Conference .51 Th e  w a y  w a s  pa ved  by an  a r t icle
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in th e  B o lle tin o  d e lie  P u b b lica z io n e  I ta lia n o  by Des ider io  Chi-  
lovi, the  L ib ra r i a n  of the  Na t io na l  Ce nt ra l  L ibrary  of  Florence.  
In th is  ar t icle,  Chilovi  h ad  un d e r t a k e n  to  ex am in e  the 
quest ion:  «Would  it be useful  for the l ib ra r ies  a n d  tor  the 
book t r ad e  of I ta ly  to a d h e r e  to th e  re so lu t io ns  of  th e  I n t e r ­
na t i o n a l  Con fe re nc e  of Bib l io g ra ph y  in Brusse l s ,  a n d  more  
par t icu la r ly ,  to co-opera te  in the e la bo ra t io n  of a universal  
b ib l iogr aphic  reper to ry  by acc e p t i n g  the  De cima l  Cl ass i f ica t ion  
of Melvi l  Dewey as  a un iq ue  in te r na t io na l  s y s te m  of b ibl io­
gr a p h ic a l  c lass i f ica t ion?»82 Chilov i  w a s  very  m uc h  in favour.  
Otlet ,  a cco m pa n ied  by  an  A u s t r i a n  co lleague ,  C a r i  Junker ,  
e xpound ed  the  MB's  p r o g r a m  a t  the  Conference .  Giuseppe  
F u m a g a l l i ,  an  ea r l y  cri t ic,  w a s  s usp ic io us  and  sa t i r ica l ,  Even- 
tua l ly ,  however ,  « the host i le  reso lu t ions  of F u m a g a l l i  were  
repuísed» ,  a n d  the  conference  dec la red  t h a t  it a p p la u d e d  «the 
in te l l igen t  in i t i a t ive  ta ken  by the  Bib l iog raph ica l  In s t i t u t e  of 
Brusse l s ,  to which  it conveyed  cord ia l  g r ee t in g» .53 Th e  C o n ­
ference  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  the  Assoc iaz ione  Tipog rá f i co — Lib­
ra r í a  I t a l i a n a  ap poi n t  a co mmiss io n  to s t ud y  the m a t t e r s  in ­
volved in a n y  ac t ive co l labora t ion  wi t h  the  I IB.  An I ta l ian  
Bib l iographica l  Assoc ia t ion ,  wi th F u m a g a l l i  elected o ne  of its 
officers,  w a s  formed a t  the end  of the Conference .54 Prob le m s 
of o r g a n i s i n g  s u p p o r t  in I ta ly  for  the  I IB cont inu ed  to p lay 
some t h ough  an  in c rea s i ng ly  m ino r  pa r t  in the d i scus s ion s  of 
sub sequ en t  m e e t i n g s  of  the  new  assoc ia t ion .55 T h a t  Ot le t  and  
La F o n ta in e  ha d  tur ned  ferti le soil in I taly,  however,  canno t  
be doubted.  M a n y  I t a l i an  j o u r n a l s  b e g a n  to a s s ig n  decimal 
c lass if ica t ion  n u m b e r s  to a r t ic les  a p p e a r i n g  in them and  
v a r io u s  I ta l ian  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of  the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion  and  
co m m e n t a r i e s  on  it began  to a p p e a r . 50

Oth e r  o ccas io ns  w e re  se ized to pr om ote  the  Inst i tute .  A 
n u m b e r  of  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e ' s  mos t  e n th us ia s t ic  s u p p o r t ­
e rs  lec tured a nd  wr ot e  on it. In F r a n c e  there  were  the French  
sc ien t i s t s .57 Car i  J u n k e r  in A us t r ia ,  as  well  as  l e c tu r in g  on 
th e  Ins t i tu te  a n d  the Cla ss i f ica t ion  a n d  p u bl i s h i ng  a r t ic les  
ab ou t  them,  un de r took  to se t  up  a n  A u s t r ia n  S e c re t a r ia t  for 
it.58 Also  d u r i n g  1896. Zech du Biez, Vice-Pres ident  
of the  Be lg ian  Bo okse l le rs ’ Assoc ia t ion ,  u rge d  the f irst  
I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of P u b l i s h e rs  to a t t e n d  c losely to the 
I IB'  p r o g ra m .  The  C o n g r e s s  a s  a resul t ,  vo ted  t h a t  it 
would  be de s i r ab le  «to see the  m o re  g e n e r a l i s e d  use  of m e th o ­
dical  c lass i f ica t ion  in bookse l le rs ’ ca ta logs » .  It a l so  r e c o rd ­
ed a reso lu t ion  t h a t  p u b l i s h i ng  houses  of al l  co un t r ie s  should 
« a t t e m p t  to form na t io na l  b i b l i og raph ie s  which  w ou ld  se rve  
so m e  d a y  a s  th e  b as i s  for  the compi la t ion  of a U ni v e rs a l  B ib ­
l iog raphica l  Reper tory .»59 O n  yet a n o th e r  occasion ,  the  In s t i ­
t u t e ’s  su ppor t e r s ,  h eaded  by La Fon ta ine ,  tu r n e d  out  in force 
at  L iège  for  the  C o n g r e s s  of  the  In te rn a t io n a l  Un ion  of  P h o ­
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t o g r a p h y  in A u g u s t  1896. As a resu lt  of thei r  par t ic i pa t io n  at  
t h e  Co ng res s ,  the U nio n  jo ined  the  In s t i t u t e  a n d  a d o p te d  in 
pr inc ip le  the tab les  of the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  for p h o to g­
raph y  which h ad  been p repa red  by Louis S ta n ie r ,  an  a t taché  
a t  th e  Bib l io thèque  Roya le  de  Belg ique  in B russ e l s  and  J. V a l ­
ioi  of the M u s é e  de D oc u m en ta t io n  P h o to g r a p h iq u e  in Par i s .  
G e n e r a l  Scber t ,  for  w h o m  p h o t o g r a p h y  w a s  a n  a b s o r b i n g  in ­
te res t ,  became the F renc h  m e m b e r  of  the  P e r m a n e n t  I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  C o m m is s i on  of the  Un io n . 60

By 1897 the  p r o g r e s s  of  the  In s t i t u t e  w a s  impressive .  I ts  
s e cond  conference  w a s  held in A u g u s t  th a t  y e a r  in Brusse l s .  
C h a r l e s  Ami  C u t t e r  p re sen t ed  a p a p e r  on  his E xp ans iv e  
C la ss i f i ca t io n  to  the  conference .  Inevi tab ly  the Decimal  C l a s s i ­
f ica t ion c a m e  up for deba te  a n d  a n  impr es s iv e  a r r a y  of f igures  
r o s e  to s u p p o r t  it, in c lu d in g  C l e m e n t  Andrew s ,  the L ib ra r i a n  
of the  J o h n  C r e r a r  L i b ra ry  in Ch icag o .  T w o  yea rs  before,  the 
C la ss i f ic a t io n  had been v i r tua l ly  u n k n o w n  in Europe .  Three 
im p o r t a n t  re so lu t io ns  w e re  ta ke n  by  the  conference .  F i r s t ,  it 
w a s  reso lved  t h a t  the  In s t i t u te  shou ld  ap po in t  a commiss ion  
of  spec ia l i s t s  f rom «va r ious  cou n t r ie s  for the p u rp o s e  of  e s t a b ­
l i sh in g  a n  in te rn a t io na l  code of rules  for f o rm in g  b ibl io ­
g ra p h ic a l  not ices».  Seco nd,  th a t  it should  a p p o in t  an o th e r  
co mm iss io n  to s t u d y  « the  mos t  p rac t ica l  a n d  economica l  method  
of  p r i n t i n g  ca rds» .  The  th i rd  re so lu t ion  recogn ised  « th e  use fu l ­
nes s  of  fo rm in g  na t io na l  b r a n c h e s  wi t h in  the  In t e rn a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u te  of Bib l iography».  Th ese  re so lu t io ns  show the  In s t i ­
t u t e  b e g i n n i n g  to g r a p p l e  w i t h  qu i te  prac t ica l  p ro b le m s of in te r ­
na t i o n a l  co-opera t ion  both in t e r m s  of input  to the RBU (rules 
for fo rm in g  b ib l iographic  not ices ) a n d  ou tp u t  f rom it ( p r in t i n g  
c a r d s  f rom it for d i s t r ib u t io n) .  The  th i rd  reso lu t ion involved 
both n o t i o n s  thoug h i ts im pl ica t i ons  were  not  explored  by 
Ot le t  unti l  a n u m b e r  of ye a rs  la ter .62

Th is  second  conference  of  the  I IB  had  been pos tponed  
from 1896 to 1897 for tw o rea sons .  O n  the one h a n d ,  it w a s  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  a m e e t i n g  in London of the  Royal  Soc ie ty ' s  C o n ­
ference which  w a s  to be  held in 1896. a nd  on e  involv ing  m a n y  
of the  s a m e  f igures  in B r u s s e l s  s ho r t ly  a f te rw ards ,  w ou ld  be 
need le ss ly  repet it ive.83 On the  other ,  by a r r a n g i n g  the  C o n f e ­
re nce  in 1897, Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  were  able  to  se ize the 
o p p o r tu n i t y  of p a r t i c ip a t i n g  in and  expl o i t ing  a l a r g e  i n t e r n a ­
t iona l  expos i t ion held in B rus se l s  t h a t  year .04 Otle t ,  La F o n ­
ta in e  a n d  V a n  der  H a e g h e n ,  L ib ra r i an  of the Univers i ty  of 
G h e n t  o r g a n i s e d  a c lass,  Bib l iography,  in the section 
of  the expos i t ion for the  sciences.  A le t ter  of inv i ta t ion  to 
e x h ib i t  w e n t  ou t  f rom them to m e m b e r s  of the b ib l iog raphi c  
a n d  l i b r a ry  wor lds .  The p a r t ic ip a n t s  in the I IB s  conference  
r ep a i r ed  to  the expos i t ion  as  well a s  to the i n s t a l la t io ns  of 
th e  O I B  a n d  a t  both they w e re  g i ven  gui d ed  tou r s  a n d  al l  the
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ne c e ss a ry  e x p la na t io n  of the  O I B ' s  w o rk  a n d  m et hods .  A c o m ­
pet i t ion,  f rom w hic h  n o t h i n g  of in te r es t  came,  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  
for  the  best  ne w me thod  of p r i n t i n g  c a r d s  cheaply ,  eas i ly,  
quickly a nd  in sm a l l  num bers .  Techno log ica l  inno va t io n  w a s  
ne c e ss a ry  if the  rap id ly  g r o w i n g  r iches of  t h e  R B U  w e re  to 
be prope r ly  exploi ted and  the exposi t ion it w a s  hoped  would 
provide  the  occas ion  for  t h e  nec e s sa ry  s t i m u lu s  to  invent ion .  
It did not.

O u ts id e  of B r u s s e l s  itself,  the  w o rk  of p r o m o t i n g  an d  
o r g a n i s i n g  I IB w e n t  on u n a b a t e d  d u r i n g  1897 a n d  1898. 
Ar t ic les  con t in ued  to a p p e a r  r e g u l a r l y  abo ut  th e  I IB.  abo u t  
i ts  second  Conference ,  a n d  ab out  a s p e c t s  of  i ts  work .  J o u r n a l s  
such  a s  S c ien ce , the  L ib ra ry  Jo u rn a l, the  Z e n tra lb la tt fü r  B ib ­
lio th eksw esen  a n d  the B o lle tin o  d  e lle  B u b b lica z io n e  I ta lia n e  r e ­
g u la r ly  repo r t ed  on them.65 In 1897 Ot le t  spoke  on  the  IIB 
before the Second  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Co nf e re nc e  of L i b r a r i a n s  in 
London.86 D e s c a m p s  b ro u g h t  up  the  R B U  a n d  i ts potent ia l  
scient i fic v a l u e  before an  in te rn a t i o n a l  conference  a s sem bl ed  
in P a r i s  to rev ise  t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o p y r ig h t  Co nv ent io n . 0'  
A m e e t i n g  of  the  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  Bookse l le rs  Assoc ia t ion  
resolved tha t  i ts  m e m b e r s  sh o u ld  co l la bo ra te  in every  w a v  
wi th  th e  I IB.68

In  1898 Ot le t  read  a  p a p e r  before  the  Thi rd  In te rn a t io na l  
C o n g r e s s  of  B ib l io g ra ph y .  Thi s  C o n g re s s ,  sp o n s o r e d  by the  
F r e n c h  Soc iety  for  Bib l iography ,  w a s  held once  every  ten 
years .  The  C o n g r e s s  of  1899 w a s  the  f irst  in which bibl io­
g r a p h y  of the kind  Ot le t  w a s  concerned  with,  w a s  d i scussed .  
O t l e t ’s p a p e r  w a s  en t i t l ed  «The  U ni ver sa l  B ib l io graphic  R e ­
pertory:  i ts  fo rmat ion,  publ ica t ion ,  c lass i f ica t ion ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
a n d  i ts  o rg a n s » .  The  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a re so lu t ion  tha t  
« le arned  societ ies  a n d  ed i tor s  of per iodical  pub l ic a t ions  and  
b i b l iographies  shou ld  respond  to the app ea l  for co-operat ion 
w h ic h  h a s  been a d d r e s s e d  to them by the  I IB in Brusse l s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r ly  by s e n d i n g  it th e i r  work» .69

An im p o r t a n t  event  of 1898 w a s  a v i s i t  to  the  O I B  by t h e  
E u ro p e a n  par t i c ip an ts  in the Royal Soc ie ty ' s  second  Conference  
on a C a t a l o g u e  of  Scient i f ic  L i te ra tu re  which  w a s  held la te r  in 
t h a t  year .  The  m e m b e r s  of  th e  Royal Soc ie ty’s  C o n le r e n c e  
w e re  inv i ted to inspec t  the  O I B ’s i n s t a l l a t i o n s  on thei r  w a y  to 
London to a s c e r t a in  for themselves  the  ex ten t  of  its w o rk  a nd  
i ts success .  Ot le t ,  La F o n t a i n e  a nd  B aron  D e s c a m p s  w e n t  t o  
London as  the  official Be lg ian  repre sen t a t ives .  «On a num be r  
of occasions»,  it w a s  observed,  «the de le ga te s  ot  the  Confe rence  
of  London a c kn ow le dg ed  the ach ie v em en ts  of  the IIB as  
exempli f ied  by w h a t  h ad  been  per fo rm ed  be tween  th e  two 
conferences  (on a C a t a l o g u e  of Scient if ic  L i t e ra tu re )  of 
1896 a n d  1898».70 Never the less,  th e  Royal  Soc ie ty  a n d  t h e  
Con fe re nce  sp o n s o r e d  by it con t in ued  to  deve lop  the i r  p l a n s
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to s e t  up i ndependent l y  of  I IB a n  in te rn a t io na l  o rg a n i s a t i o n  
for  the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a n  In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n t i ­
f ic  L ite ra tu re  for which a specia l  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  to be 
devised.

D u r i n g  1898, the l I B ’s F re nc h  a d h e r e n t s  se t  a b o u t  o r g a n ­
i s ing  a na t i o n a l  office th ro ugh  which the  French  Sec tion  of 
th e  I n s t i t u te  «could co-o rd ina te  the  e f fort s  of those  occupied 
w i t h  the  comp i la t io n  of  b ib l iographies» ,  a n d  fac i l i t ate « th e  
r ea l i s a t io n  of the ir  pro jec ts» .71 Such  a n  office w a s  formally 
es tab l i sh ed  in 1899, cal led the Bib l io gr ap h ica l  B u r e a u  of P a r ­
is. I t  w a s  to s t a n d  in a s im i l a r  rela t ion  to the F renc h  Sec tion 
of th e  I n s t i tu t e  as  the O I B  stood to the In s t i tu te  i t se l f /*  Be­
ca us e  the  Bib l io gr ap hi ca l  B ur eau  w a s  to  edit  for p r i n t i n g  
b ib l io gr aph ic a l  no t ices  s e n t  to it f rom a v a r i e ty  oí  p a r t i c ip a t i n g  
lea rn ed  soc ie ties,  it w a s  ev ident  th a t  the  de ve lo pm ent  ol rules  
for  c o m p i l in g  a n d  e d i t i ng  such  not ices  w a s  ex t reme ly  im po r­
ta n t .  Such  ru les  w ou ld  help l imit  edi tor ial  func t ions  as  well  
as  p r o m o te  the i r  efficient per fo rmance .  The  Bure au ,  therefore,  
unde r to o k  to fulfil the c h a r g e  of  the  second b ib l iographica l  
conference  of B rus se l s  in 1897 a n d  se t  abou t  d r a w i n g  up 
w h a t  w a s  in effect,  a code  of ru les  for descript ive  c a ta lo g in g ,  
a s  o n e  of  i ts  f i rs t  t asks .  This  w a s  im m edi a te ly  rev ised  a t  th e  
O IB ,  and  becam e  s t a n d a r d . 73 An ot her  m a j o r  t a s k  a s s ig n e d  to 
the  B ib l io g raph ic a l  B ureau  of P a r i s  up o n  i ts f o r ma t io n  w a s  
th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the In s t i t u t e ’s  thi rd conference  in F a r i s  
on  th e  occas ion  of the  Un iv er sa l  Expos i t i on  to be held t h e re  
in 1900.”

By 1900 the  I IB h ad  achieved  a not  incon s i de ra b le  s t a t u s  
a s  a n  in te rn a t io n a l  o rg a n i s a t i o n .  The  theore t ica l  b a s i s  of  i ts  
w o rk  w a s  f i rml y  es ta b l i s hed  by  a n u m b e r  of im p o r t a n t  publ i ­
ca t ions .  I ts  reper tor ies ,  the phys ica l  ba s i s  of  i ts  work,  had 
g r o w n  in fou r  y e a r s  f rom less  than  ha l f  a mil l ion  to  m or e  
t h a n  th ree  mil l ion en t r ies .  Th e  c lass i f ica t ion  used  to o r d e r  the 
en t r i e s  in the  re pe r tor ie s  ha d  been  con s i de ra b ly  developed and  
pub l i shed  in v a r io u s  of  its official publ ica t ions .  I t  had  more 
t h a n  300 m e m b e r s .  S c h o la r s  and  in s t i tu t i ons  from all over  the 
wor ld ,  f rom G e r m a n y ,  Boh em ia ,  I taly,  P o r t u g a l ,  S pa in ,  R u s ­
s ia ,  A us t r ia ,  P o la nd ,  Ho l la nd ,  Sw ede n ,  S w i t z e r la n d ,  Ro u m an ia ,  
H u n g a r y ,  Mexico ,  A r g e n t i n a ,  the  Un i t ed  S ta te s ,  E n g l a n d  and  
F r a n c e  a s  wel l  a s  Be lg ium  h a d  pa id  the i r  t e n  f r a n c s  to join 
it.75 As  fa r  a w a y  as  Mexico  it h a d  in f luen ced  the  c rea t ion  in 
connec t ion  w i t h  th e  Mex ica n  N a t iona l  L i b ra ry  of  a Bibl io­
g r a p h i c a l  In s t i t u t e  w hich  adop ted  the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion  
a n d  w a s  gu id ed  in its u se  by  a S p a n i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a rt icles  
on  the  c lass i f ica t ion  by  m e m b e r s  of the  IIB.76 The A us t r ia n  
S e c re ta r i a t  a n d  the Bib l iographica l  B ur eau  of P a r i s  r e p r e s e n t ­
ed direct ,  if u l t im ate ly  ineffectual  responses ,  to  i ts  p ro g ram .  
The  Co nc i l i um  Bi b l io g rap h ic u m  in Zur ich  h a d  become af f i l ia ted
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w it h  it, p r epa red  dev e lo pme n ts  of t h e  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion  
re le v a n t  to i ts  subjec t  a r e a s  a n d  w a s  p u b l i s h in g  ex tens ive  pe­
riod ica l  b ib l io gra phi es  on  c a r d s  a s  pa r t  of  th e  RBU .

In tw o m a j o r  re spe c t s  th e  In s t i t u t e  h a d  en jo ye d  only  a 
l imited success .  H a r d  t h o u g h  its sp o n s o r s  h ad  t r ied ,  i t  h ad  
fai led to sh ake  the conf idence  of  the Royal Soc ie ty in London 
in the  preconcept ions  which led the  Soc ie ty to devise  i ts  ow n 
spec ia l i sed  c lass i f ica t ion  for  scient if ic  l i t e ra ture ,  a c l ass i f i ­
ca t io n  u n re la te d  to  the  Decimal  Clas s i f ica t ion ,  and  to se t  up 
an  i n te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  for sc ient i f ic  b ib l io gr aphy  u n r e ­
la ted to the  Ins t i tu te .  It h a d  a l so  fai led to w i n  th e  ac t ive 
s u p p o r t  of the  I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  P u b l i s he r s .  A w a r e  
of  the  need for  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  in th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t r a d e  
c a t a l o g u e s  a n d  b ib l iographies ,  the C o n g r e s s  had ,  in the f inal  
an a ly s i s ,  m a d e  n o  c o m m i t m e n t  a t  all to th e  De cima l  C la s s i f i ­
ca t io n  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a ba s i s  for the i r  a r r a n g e m e n t .  Ins tead ,  it 
h a d  become m o re  in t e res ted  in the  use  of  a s i m p le  sys t em  of 
sub jec t -head ing s .77 A m a j o r  so u rc e  of m a te r ia l  for the R B U  
w a s  the refo re  p re ven ted  f rom b e i n g  di rec t ly  a ss im i l a b le  by  it 
in so  fa r  as  the  reso lu t io ns  of the  C o n g r e s s  w e re  effect ive in 
in f lu en c in g  the  policy fol lowed by v a r io u s  t r a d e  b ib l iographies .

Never the less ,  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s  p r o p a g a n d a  for the 
I n s t i tu te  a n d  the  w id e s p r e a d  a p p e a r a n c e  of i ts  success ,  wo n 
ove r  a g r e a t  m a n y  ind iv idua ls  io s u p p o r t  it. In 1899 Richard  
Roge rs  Bowke r  vi si ted the  OIB .  H e  h ad  h a d  the impre ss i on  
before he left Am er ica  th a t  m a n y  of his  c o l le ag ues  t h o u g h t  
th a t  the Be lg ian  Ins t i tu t io n  ex is ted  « m o re  on  pape r»  th a n  as  
a  «pract ica l  w o r k i n g  Office».73 To co r rec t  any  m is ap p reh en s i o n  
of th i s  kind,  he pu bl i sh ed  a repor t  on h i s  v is i t  in th e  L ib ra ry  
Jo u rn a l, H e  d iscussed  the  ob jec t ives  of  th e  In s t i t u t e  a n d  the  
e x t e n t  to w hic h  they ap p e a r e d  to  h a v e  been met .  A m o n g  o ther  
m a t te r s ,  he dwel t  wi th  sa t i s fac t ion  on  th e  con s id e ra b ly  a d ­
v a n c e d  e l abo ra t io n  of the B e lg ia n  ve rs ion  of the  Decimal  
C la ss i f ic a t io n .  No doubt  his w a s  a typical  r eac t ion  a t  the  
t ime to the  I IB — O IB :  su rp r i s e  a t  the  e n e r g y  of its s u p p o r ­
t e r s  an d  sa t i s fa c t ion  a t  its accom pl i shmen ts .

T H E  U N IV E R SA L  E X PO SIT IO N  O F PA R IS , 1900

A sea l  of  e a r l y  ap p r o v a l  w a s  se t  on  the  I I B — O I B  in 1900, 
the  y e a r  of the  U n i v e r s a l  Expos i t ion  in P a r i s .  Th e  expos it ion 
w a s  the m o s t  m agn i f ic en t  of  i ts kind yet  held.  V e ry  l a r g e  a nd  
successfu l  exh ib i t ion s  had  been  held in P a r i s  in 1867, 1878
a n d  1889. They  « we re  m a n i f e s ta t i o n s  of t h e  pos i t iv i s t ' s  fai th  
in m a te r ia l  a n d  scient i fic  p r o g r e s s  a s  p a n a c e a s  for  all m a n ' s  
ills».79 The  Expos i t ion  of 1867 h ad  been la r g e l y  o r g a n i s e d  by 
Fr é d é r ic  Le P la y ,  e n g in ee r ,  e conom is t  a n d  soc iologist .  H e  had  
a t t e m p t e d  to  m a k e  it an  e l e v a t i n g  exp re ss i on  of soc ia l ,  econo-
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m ic  a n d  pol i t ic  un iv er sa l i s m,  a nd ,  a t  the  s a m e  time,  a t e s t i m o ­
ny  to the g e n i u s  of  Fra nce .  It w a s  im p o r t a n t  as  a type.  The
Expos i t ion  of  1878, « c o n t in u in g  th e  te ndency  of o th e r  expo­
s i t i o n s  to  co nc ern  the m se lv es  m o re  and  inoré wi th  cu l tura l  
ma t te rs» ,  w a s  the f ir s t  to devote  g r e a t  sp a c e  a n d  effort  to 
in te rn a t io na l ,  scholar ly ,  d ip lo m a t ic  an d  scient i f ic  congre sse s» .  
At  the next  un iv e rs a l  expos it ion in 1889, o w in g  to « the in c re a s­
in g  w or ld- wi de  pro l i fe rat ion of  k no w le dg e  a n d  scholarsh ip» ,  
thi s  con ference- sponso r ing  a s p e c t  of the expos i t ion was  
e m p h a s i s e d  more  heavi ly ,  a n d  over  69 in te rn a t io na l  conferences  
of  va r io us  k inds  w e re  held.80

The  Exposi t ion  of 1900, the  four th  of i ts  kind,  w a s  a t t e n d ­
ed  by m o re  th a n  50,000,000 people.  M o s t  of the  n a t i o n s  of 
th e  wor ld  e rec ted  e x t r a v a g a n t  pav i l ions  w he re in  w a s
exh ib i ted  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  could  be ad d u ced  to the i r
na t i o n a l  glory.  In te rn a t io n a l  j u r i e s  de l ibe ra ted  upon  the  
exhib its ,  an d ,  a c c o r d in g  to the  Scot ,  P a t r ic k  Geddes ,  cont inued ,  
a s  the y  h a d  in the  past ,  to  s t a n d  for « the  g e n e r a l  des i re to  a d ­
v a n c e  t h a t  w id e s t  u t i l i sa t ion  of  the  bes t  in w hich  pr o g re ss  
lies».81 The  a im s  of th i s  Exposi t ion  h a d  become m uc h  more 
comp lex  th a n  th ose  of  ea r l i e r  exposi t ions.  A m o n g  th e m  was  
th e  des i re

no t on ly  to  ed u ca te  in  th e  p o p u la r sense , bu t to  ease  com m unication  
a m o n g  th e  w o rld ’s  scho lars . In  1900 E sp e ran to  w a s  « so  to  speak, 
p laced in  th e  w o rld 's  m arke t» . S ch o lars from  everyw here  a rra n g e d  for 
co rresp o n d en ce  in  fo u r la n g u a g e s  and  e stab lish ed  sy s tem s of b ib lio ­
g rap h ica l e x c h a n g e ... Ig n o red  by th e  m obs, these  h u n d red s  of m eetings 
p robab ly  best i llu s tra te  th e  a sp ira tio n s  o f th e  E x p o sitio n ’s  o rg an isers . 
A lm o st every  im ag in ab le  g ro u p  w ith  in te re s ts  tra n sc e n d in g  na tio n a l 
b o u n d a rie s  m et in P a r i s  th a t  sum m er.85

O n e  of the  127 In t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s e s  w hic h  w e re  held 
o n  thi s  occas ion  w a s  the th i rd  conference  of the  In te rna t io na !  
In s t i tu te  of Bib l iography .  Like m o s t  of  the  o ther  conferences  
a t  the Expos i t ion,  it w a s  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  pres ided  ove r  by 
d i s t i n g u is h e d  Fr enc hm en.  The  P r e s i d e n t  of  the Bu reau  of the 
C o m m is s io n  of O r g a n i s a t i o n  w a s  Genera l  Seber t ,  a m em ber  of 
the In s t i tu t  de F r a n c e  a n d  the  Vice-Pres ident  w a s  Pr in c e  Ro­
land  B o n a p a r t e . 83 All of t h e  m e m b e r s  of the  B ur eau  were  m e m ­
be rs  of the IIB.  A m o n g  the ind iv idua ls  ap p o in te d  as  M e m b e r s  of 
the  C o m m is s io n  of  O rg a n i s a t i o n ,  however,  there  w e re  a n u m ­
b e r  of  d i s t i n g u is h ed  F rench  b i b l i o g ra p h e r s  a n d  l i b ra r i an s  
w h o  w e re  not  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  I IB.  The  onl y  non -F re nc h  m e m ­
be rs  of  th e  C o m m is s io n  w e re  O t l e t  a n d  La  F on ta ine .84

In ge ne ra l  t e rms ,  the  a im  of th e  Con fe re nce  w a s  «to d i s ­
c u s s  t h e  pr ob le m s  of co m p i l in g  un iv e rs a l  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  b ib­
l io graphic  repe r to r ie s  d es ig ne d  for s t u d e n t s  of al l  spec ia l i ­
ties»-85 The D o c u m e n ts  of  the  Con fe re nc e  m a d e  in c lear  th a t  
free d i scuss ion  of al l  k i nds  of  c lass i f ica t ion  s y s t e m s  w ou ld  be 
pe rm i t t ed ,  but  t h a t  a ny  reso lu t i ons  which  m ig h t  s u g g e s t  th a t
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th e  Con fe re nc e  w a s  m a k i n g  a r u l i n g  in favour  of  o r  a g a i n s t  
a n y  in d iv idua l  sc he m e  would be avoided.

The  1900 Co nfe re nce  of th e  I IB in Pa r i s ,  r ep re sen t s  a 
h ig h  poin t  in the ear ly  deve lop men t  of th e  Ins t i tu te .  It w a s  t h e  
f irst  of  i ts  C onfe rences  a t  which official g o v e rn m e n ta l  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t i v e s  par t ic ipa ted .  This w as ,  no  doubt ,  due a lm o s t  e n t i r e ­
ly to i ts be in g  held u n d e r  the  au sp ic e s  of the  Expos i t ion .  Ol-  
ficial de le g a te s  a t t ended  f rom B elg ium ,  C a n a d a ,  C u b a ,  D e n ­
m a rk ,  the  Uni te d  S ta tes .  F ran ce ,  H u n g a r y ,  Mexico,  R o u m a n ia  
a n d  Sw eden .  I t  is cu r io us  t h a t  there  w a s  no re p re se n ta t i v e  
f rom E n g l a n d  (which  r e g a r d e d  th e  Expos i t ion  wi th  s om e s u s ­
picion) n o r  one  f rom G e r m a n y  (which  w a s  on e  of  th e  mos t  g e ­
ne ra l ly  successfu l  exhib i tors  a t  the  Expo s i t io n ) .  Melvi l  Dewey 
rep re se n t ed  the  Un i ted  S ta te s .  Nine ty -one  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  in­
s t i tu t io ns  s i g n e d  up as  p a r t i c ip a n t s  in the  Conference ,  fif ty-one 
f rom F r a n c e ,  forty from out s i de  F r a n c e . 80 I t s  m e e t i n g s  w e re  
therefore  l a r g e r  and  m or e  re pr e se n ta t iv e ly  in te rn a t io n a l  t h a n  
those  of e i ther  of the  In s t i t u te s ’ ea r l i e r  Conferences .

D eba te  se em s on the  who le  to  h a v e  been v ig o r o u s  and  
con s t r uc t iv e ly  cri t ical  in m o s t  ins ta nc es ,  as  b ib l io g ra ph e rs  

. de scr ibed  p a r t i c u l a r  w o r k s  for  w hich  they  w e re  re sp ons ib le  and  
su b m i t te d  ex a m p le s  of them to the  Co nfe re nce  for  e x a m in a t io n .  
The  o ld c o n t rov e r sy  abo ut  the  respec t ive  v a l u e  of se lect ive  a n d  
c ri t ical  a s  op pos ed  to com pl e te  e n u m e r a t i v e  b ib l iography ,  a 
co n t r o v e r sy  which  had  pil led the t r ad i t io na l  b i b l i ogr aphe rs ,  t h e  
Arsena l  L ib ra r ia n ,  Fu n c k -B re n ta n o ,  P a u l  B e r g m a n s ,  the  Deputy 
L ib ra r i an  a t  th e  Univers i ty  of Ghent ,  a n d  o th e rs  a g a i n s t  R i ­
chet ,  Ba u d o in  a n d  the i r  b ih l io gr ap hi ca l ly -m in ded  scient i st -col - 
l eagues ,  w a s  a i red  once  a g a i n .  Th is  t ime,  however ,  O t l e t  in ­
t roduced  a reso lu t ion  to the Co nf e re nce  in w hic h  he  t r ied  to
con cept ua l i se  a n d  p re se n t  in a s ys te m a t ic  w a y  the  v a r i o u s  
k in ds  of  na t io na l ,  special ,  select ive,  ana ly t ica l ,  c r i t i cal  and  
com pr ehe ns iv e  b ib l io graphies  in re la t ion  to one a n o th e r  so 
t h a t  each  could be seen to h a v e  i ts  ow n p a r t i c u l a r  m e r i t s
wh ich  were,  in the final an a lys i s ,  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  to th os e  of
tha t  u l t i m a t e  b ib l i og raphy ,  the  RBU .  H e  repo r t ed  on th e  IIB 
itself,  on  the  d eve lo pm ent  of the  R B U ,  a n d  on th e  Decimal  
Class i f ica t ion .

Th e  c o n c l u d i n g  reso lu t i ons  of the  Conference ,  a s  one  
m i g h t  expect  f rom i ts very gene ra l  p r o g r a m ,  w e r e  thems elves  
ge ne ra l .  I t  w a s  resolved th a t  g o v e r n m e n t s  sh o u ld  improve  a nd  
s t a n d a r d i s e  co p y r ig h t  depos i t  l a w s  so t h a t  a u g m e n t e d  na t ion a l  
b i b l iographie s  could  be m o re  effect ively used in the  format ion  
of b ib l io gr aphi ca l  reper tor ies .  Ref lec t ing  a p a p e r  pr e se n te d  by 
Ot let ,  for who m the s ub je c t  had become inc reas i ng ly  imp or­
ta n t ,  the Confe rence  reso lved  t h a t  it w a s  des i rab le  lo see  e s t a b ­
l ished by  coun t ry ,  l a n g u a g e ,  period,  sub je c t  a n d  c a te g o r y  of 
p r in te d  work ,  g e n e r a l  s ta t i s t i c s  o í  p r i n t i n g  s ince  i ts  incept ion.
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O t l e t  h ad  b e g u n  to s t u d y  the problem of the  s ta t i s t i c s  of  p r in t ­
i n g  r a t h e r  c losely n o t  long  a f t e r  F u n c k - B r e n t a n o  h ad  taken 
exception to t h e ’ f igu res  he h ad  pro jec ted  for  th e  s ize  of  a 
com ple te  RBU .  H o w  could  on e  a r r iv e  a t  re l iab le  s ta t i s t i c s ,  a n d  
w h a t ,  t en ta t ive ly ,  m i g h t  the y  be? Th ese  w e re  qu e s t i o n s  occu ­
p y in g  h i m  in I896.87 In or de r  to e n c o u r a g e  the  c o n l i n u i n g  s t u ­
dy  of t he se  ques t ions ,  he took  th e m  up  a g a i n  in 1900. A n  i m ­
p o r t a n t  resu l t  of  such  a s t u d y  for h im st i l l  r e m a in e d  an  a c c u r a ­
t e  predic t ion  of t h e  s ize of  th e  RBU ,  bu t  he a l s o  obse rved  th a t  
s u c h  a s t u d y  w o u ld  h a v e  w i d e r  im pl ica t ions .  « T he  intel lectual ,  
economic  a n d  socia l  func t ion  of the book  can  be  m a d e  the  
o b je c t  of s ta t i s t i c a l  d a t a  as  precise  and  v a r i o u s  a s  a n y  o ther  
fac tor  of our c iv i l isa t ion» .88 It w ou ld  be possible,  he believed,  
to def ine exac t  a n d  c o m p a r a b l e  m e a s u r e s  r e l a t i n g  to the  «c re ­
a t ion  of the  book by w r i t e r s  a n d  scholars ,  i ts  r epr od uc t io n  in 
mu l t i p l e  copies  by the  powerfu l  m a c h in e ry  of the m ode rn  
p r i n t i n g  indus t ry ,  i ts  d i s t r ibu t ion  a n d  ex tende d  use,  t h a n k s  to 
the  d eg ree  of per fec t ion  found  in the  commerc ia l  bo ok t r ade  a nd  
in the o rg a n i s a t i o n  of l ib ra r ies» .89 H e  s u g g e s t e d  as  a dra f t  r e s ­
o lu t i o n  for the Co nfe re nce ’s  c ons id era t ion :

The c o n g re ss  v o tes  to  see  published  g en era l s ta tis t ic s  o f p r in tin g , 
su m m aris in g , c o o rd in a tin g  a n d  co m p le tin g  th e  fra g m e n ta ry  s ta tis t ic s  
published un til now . T o th is  effec t it is  desirab le  th a t a ll b ib liographic  
pu b lica tio n s and  p a r ticu la r ly  o fficial b ib lio g rap h ies  p rov ide  a su p p le ­
m en t g iv in g  a  s ta tis t ic a l su m m ary  of th e  fa c ts  in  th e  b ib liog raph ical 
a rea  th a t  the p u b lica tions em brace. In  o rd e r  to e stab lish  these 
s ta tis t ic s , II Is desirab le  to  sec ad o p ted  the sam e c a teg o rie s  in a  m an n er 
tq  fa c ilita te  co m p ariso n s.00

This  w a s  adop ted  w i t h  so m e  modi f ica t ions .91
The  C onf e re n c e  a l so  ad o p te d  a s  a good  s t a t e m e n t  of the 

m a t t e r ,  O t l e t ' s  reso lu t ion  s e t t i n g  o u t  the  n a t u r e  of  the va r io us  
k in ds  of  b ib l io gr aph ie s  a n d  the i r  re la t ion  to on e  another .  
A n u m b e r  of o th e r  reso lu t i ons  w e re  ta ke n  a n d  the  Confe rence  
c losed  wi th  a recept ion a t  P r i n c e  R o la n d  B o n a p a r t e ’s  palace.

O t le t  a nd  La F o n t a i n e  a r r a n g e d  for  par t  of the  RBU 
w hic h  h a d  been  s te ad i ly  g r o w i n g  in B rus se l s  to be exhibi ted 
at  th e  Expos i t ion.  R ep re se n ta t i v e  sec t i ons  of the con s t i tu en t  
reper tor ies  c o n t a i n i n g  over two mil l ion  c a r d s  w e re  set up for 
the  d ur a t i on  of the expos i t ion in the G r a n d e  Sa l l e  des C o n ­
g rè s ,  to g e th e r  wi t h  c h a r t s  a n d  t a b le s  i l lu s t r a t i n g  the  p r o b ­
lems  to the  so lu t io n  of which the  In s t i t u te  w a s  dedica ted .  B ib ­
l i og raphica l  acces sor ies  wh ich  th e  O I B  w a s  p ro d u c in g  or  
w hic h  could be h a d  th r o u g h  i ts a g e n c y  w e re  d i sp layed  a n d  a 
c a t a l o g  of them m a d e  freely ava i l ab le .92 Ot l e t  a n d  La F o n ­
t a in e  w e re  c o n s ta n t l y  on h a n d  to a n s w e r  quest ions ,  o i le r  ex­
p la na t io ns .  g u i d e  d i scuss ions ,  a n d  lecture.  T h o u s a n d s  t rooped 
t h ro u g h  the  G r a n d e  S a l l e  a nd  s to pped  to ex am in e  the  exhib i ­
t ion.  M o s t  were  sc h o la r s  a t t e n d i n g  o ne  or  m o re  of  the con fe r ­
e n c e s  of the Expos it ion.  The  Ins t i tu te  w a s  a w a r d e d  a G ra n d
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P r i z e  for i ts  exhibi t ion.  This  w a s  a m a r k  of  th e  g r e a t e s t  es te em  
a n d  a d i s t inc t ion  to he remembe red .

The Expos i t i on  provided  c o n s t a n t  o p p o r tu n i ty  for b r i n g i n g  
t o g e t h e r  the r e p re s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  I IB a n d  o th e r s  potent ial ly '  
in te re s te d  in it. The g a t h e r i n g  of s ch o la rs  of ev e ry  p e r s u a s io n  
a n d  the i r  f requent  mee t in gs ,  m u s t  have  led to m uch inform al  
publ i c i ty  for the Inst i tute .  O n e  m a y  sp e c u la te  t h a t  m e m b e r s  
of the O I B  s ta ff  met a n d  con ve rsed  wi th  m a n y  prev ious ly  u n ­
a w a r e  of  th e  w o r k  be in g  done  in Brusse l s ,  o r  ba d ly  informed 
or  scept ical  a b o u t  it. W h a t  m u s t  h a v e  been a typ ical ,  f r equent ­
ly r e c u r r i n g  a n d  v a lu a b le  encoun te r ,  took p lace  w hen  Ot le t  m e t  
P a t r i ck  Geddcs  in the  ea r ly  d a y s  of the  Expos i t ion .  Geddes ,  a 
Scot t i sh  sc ient is t ,  town -p lan ne r ,  e duca to r  a n d  soc ia l  re former  
w a s  S e c re t a ry  of the  Ecole  de l’Expos i t ion ,  se t  up, l ike the  
l I B ' s  exhibi t ,  in the  P a l a i s  d es  C o n g r è s .93 Th e  Ecole  de l 'E xp o­
si t ion w a s  the  co n t i n u a t i o n  of a p r o g r a m  of s u m m e r  
sc hools  o r g a n i s e d  by G e d d e s  in E d i n b u r g h  b e g i n n i n g  in 1887. 
F o r  the  school in P a r i s  Geddes  a n d  so m e  of his co l leagues  h a d  
d r u m m e d  up s u p p o r t  f rom the  B r i t i sh  a n d  F r e n c h  A s s o c ia t i o n s  
for  the A d v a n c e m e n t  of Sc ience,  a n d  f rom co n ta c ts  Geddes  
m a d e  in A m er ic a  d u r i n g  a wh i r lw in d  tour  in the  ea r ly  p a r t  of 
1900. In P a r i s  O t le t  a n d  G e d d e s  m e t  a nd  cha t te d  about  expo ­
si t ions.  F r o m  B russ e l s  Ot le t  sen t  G e d d e s  a copy  of the  C o m p te-  
R en d u  of the E x p o s itio n  d es  S c ie n c e s  in which I IB h ad  p a r ­
t ic ipa ted  in Bru sse l s  in 1897 a n d  w a s  inv ited by G e d d e s  t o  
lec ture on  b ib l io gr aphy  at  the Ecole  de  l’Exposi t ion .  This w a s  
the  b e g in n in g  of  an  amicable ,  m u t u a l l y  r e w a r d i n g ,  am!  far-  
r e a c h in g  assoc ia t ion  which  la s te d  un t i l  G e d d e s ’ dea th  in 1932.91

Af te r  th is  g r e a t  Exh ib i t i on  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Office and  In ­
s t i t u te  could  look upon the  d a w n i n g  of the  n e w  ce n tu ry  w i t h  
both hope  a n d  conf idence.  I t s  w ork  w a s  f lo u r i sh in g  and  th e  
d ecad es  before the F i r s t  Wor ld  W a r  w e r e  to see  e n o rm o u s  de ­
v e lo p m e n t s  in the U n iv e r sa l  B ib l io g raphi c  R epe r tory  a n d  t h e  
U ni ver sa l  Dec imal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  and ,  above  all ,  to see  a g r a ­
dua l  w i d e n i n g  of  the  scope  of t h e  ac t iv i ty  of the Office  a nd  I n ­
s t i t u te  as  O t l e t ' s  t h o u g h t  b e g a n  lo take  wing .
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02 . L 'In s tU u l In tern a tio n a l d e  B ibliographie: bu t, o rga n isa tio n  tra v a u x  ca­
ta lo g u e  des pub lica tions: E xposition  U n iv erselle  de  P a r is  (IIB  P u b lica ­
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o f th e  F u ture  (C hapel HUI. N’. C .: U n iv ersity  of N o rth  C a ro lin a  P re ss , 
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94 D ossier No. 210, « P a trick  G eddes*. M u ndancum . A le tte r  from  O tle t to  
G eddes, 28 M ay 1900 g ives th e  d e ta ils  m en tioned  above. T his is  in  a 
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m en ta ry  sch em atic  m ate ria l for a sp ec ts  o f the tw o  friend s  w ork . It 
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s tu d e n t of G eddes’ life, ah o u t O tle t’s  frien d sh ip  w ith  G eddes. The u n d a ­
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C h a p t e r  V

T H E  U N I V E R S A L  D E C I M A L  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N

T H E  D E V E L O PM EN T  O F  T H E  UDC

The  t w o  m a j o r  t a s k s  c o n f r o n t i n g  Ot le t  a n d  La  Font a ine  
a f te r  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  a n d  Office of Bi b l io gr ap hy  had 
been formal ly  cons t i tu ted  were  the deve lopm en t  of  the Deci­
mal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  a n d  the U n ive rsa!  B ib l io graphic  Reper tory  
( R B U ) .  The  tw o  w e re  not  developed  in dependen t ly ,  of  course ,  
th ou gh  it is  conven ien t  to  d i scu ss  them se pa ra te ly .  Th e  tool 
becam e  in c re a s in g ly  complex  and  sop h is t ic a te d  as  the  tasks  
it w a s  requi red  to per form be cam e  so. The  Decimal  C la ss i f i ­
ca t ion w a s  viewed as  a pr e r equis i te  for in te rn a t i o n a l  biblio­
g ra p h ic  coopera t ion  in ge ne ra l  a n d  for  the  e la bo ra t io n  of the 
RBU in pa r t i cu l a r .  In the la s t  par t  of  1895 a n d  ea r ly  in 1896 
before th e  m ov e  to the  n e w  loca tion,  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  
h a d  a r r a n g e d  for  the  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  pub l ica t ion  of  pa r t s  of 
th e  c lass i f ica t ion .  F or  the  Confer ence  they  h a d  t r a n s l a t e d  the 
t a b le s  for soc iology  a n d  la w  wi th  an  a lp habe t ic a l  index in 
Eng l i s h .  F renc h  a n d  G e r m a n . 1 Thi s  w a s  fol lowed by  a t r a n s l a ­
t ion of the first  th o u s a n d  d ivis ions  s im i la r ly  indexed,  and  by 
th e  g e n e r a l  ge og ra p h ic a l  t ab les .2 A  brief  ex p lan a t i o n  of the 
n a t u r e  of  the c lass i f ic a t i on  a nd  of  i ts  «b i b l iog raphi e  n o m e n c l a ­
ture» w a s  i s sued ea r ly  in I896,:| and  th is  be cam e  p a r t  of  o ther  
ea r ly  t a b le s  as  the y  w e re  pu b l i s hed .4 T hese  f irst  t ab les ,  except  
those  for soc iology a n d  law,  were  no t  e x p a n d e d ,5 bu t  were 
s i m p le  t r a n s la t i o n s  of  the 1894 A m er ican  edi t ion of the c lass if i ­
cat ion.

These  few pu bl i ca t io ns  formed the nu c le us  for fur ther  de­
ve lop me nt .  This  c a m e  r ap i d ly  in the  next  few y e a r s  by  a p ro ­
ce ss  of  co -o rd ina ted  decent r a l i sa t i on .  The  h ighly technical  t ask 
of de v e lo p in g  the  tables ,  the  a ccom pl i s hm en t  of  which with 
a n y  deg re e  of  dep th  a n d  com pl e te ne ss  d e m a n d e d  extensive  
sub jec t  exper t i se ,  w a s  a s s ig n e d  to g r o u p s  of ou t s i de  co l labo­
ra to rs .  Thi s  w a s  the taxonomic ,  e n u m e r a t i v e  aspec t  of  the 
c lass i f ica t ion  by which  it w a s  re la ted  di rec t ly a n d  in t imate ly
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to the  sy s t em a t i c s  of kn ow ledge .  O th e r  as pec ts  of the  c la ss i f i ­
ca t ion  w e re  e l a b o ra t e d  c en t r a l ly  by O t l e t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e ,  who 
careful ly  rev iewed al l  deve lo pme n ts  in t h e  t a b le s  to en su re  
th a t  co ns is ten cy  a nd  uni fo rm i ty  w e re  m a i n t a i n e d  t h ro u g h o u t  
the  c lass i f ica t ion  as  a whole.

T h e  w o rk  of co -o rd in a t in g  a n d  d is c ip l in ing  the ir  c o l la b o ra ­
tors w a s  no t  a m e r e  fo rmal i ty  for the  tw o men.  They  had  at  
the ou tse t  a t  l east  one u n f o r tu n a t e  experience.  The  ed i tor  of 
the  F rench  in dex in g  jo ur na l ,  B u lle tin  d e s  so m m a ires , C h a r l e s  
Limousin,  und er too k  to  develop p a r t s  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  and 
to a s s i g n  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  to no t ices  a p p e a r i n g  in the  
B u lle tin  des so m m a ire s .6 A p p a r e n t l y  he be cam e  intox ica ted  
wi th  c l a ss i f i ca t io n -b ui ld in g  a n d  d epa r t ed  happ i ly  but  wi ldly 
from the  or ig in a l  scheme.  Ot le t  w a s  fur ious  a n d  d ra f t ed  a 
s c a t h i n g  le t ter  which he t h o u g h t  be t te r  of a n d  did not  send.* 
The  only publ ic  c om m ent  ap p e a r e d  in a n  ear ly  ch ro no lo gy  of 
even ts  a t  OIB .  «The B u lle tin  des so m m a ires  of P a r i s  (M. Li­
mo us in )  worked  out  a c lass i f ica t ion  wi th  a dec imal  no ta t ion  
di f fe rent  f rom th a t  of the Ins t i tu te .  It w a s  not  followed.»®

To g u i d e  co l l ab o ra to r s  in a ge ne ra l  w a y  in the ir  work  of 
deve loping  the c lass i f ica t ion  tab les  a «Rules  for the  Develop­
m e n t s  to he m a d e  in the  Decimal  Class i f i ca t io n»  w a s  d ra w n  
up .9 The p u rp o s e  of  thi s  p a m p h le t  w a s  to  provide  s o m e  «ru les  
and  advi ce  on  how to proceed  in c ho os in g  n e w  d iv is io ns  whi le  
m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  ind isp en sab le  un i ty  be twe en  all p a r t s »  of the 
c lass if ica t ion .  It em p h as is ed  the  final a u th o r i ty  of the  O I B  on 
all p ro p o sa ls  for ex tens ion  a n d  modi f ica t ion  of the  tables .  It 
reminded  i ts r e a d e r s  t h a t  one  of the  dec is ions  of  t h e  Brus se l s  
conference  w a s  th a t  no  n u m b e r s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  could  be m o ­
dif ied for fear  of confl ict  be tween  p a s t  a nd  fu ture  app l ic a t ion s  
of the class i f ica t ion.  The  1894 A m er ican  ed i t ion w as  to  be an 
inv io lab le  s t a n d a r d .  I t  w a s  recomm ended .  Therefore,  that  no 
new subjec t  shou ld  be d ea l t  wi th  un ti l  the  index  h ad  been 
th o ro ugh ly  checked to see  t h a t  the sub jec t  did not  a l r eady  
a p p e a r  so m ew here  in it. It s t r es sed  th a t  whi le  a b ib l iog raph ic  
c lass if ica t ion  w a s  re lated  to the more  s t r ic t  c lass i f ica t ion  of 
science,  i t s  va lu e  w a s  a prac t ica l  one  in re la t ion  to  documents ,  
so  th a t  there  w a s  no t  much point  in a s s i g n i n g  n u m b e r s  to 
ideas  or  su b je c ts  on  which  there  had  been  l i t t le wr i t t en .  In 
p r e p a r i n g  a deta i led c lass i f ica t ion  of  thei r  s ub je c t  fields,  it 
w as  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  co l la bo ra to rs  shou ld  take  the  fo l lowing 
s teps:

a )  a com plete  en u m era tio n  of th e  o b jec ts to  be c lassified ;
b) a n  ex am in atio n  of th e  specific  c h a ra c te ris tic s  of th e  objects;
c) a choice of o n e  of th e  ch ara c te ris tic s  as th e  b asis fo r c lass ifica ­
tion ; su b o rd in a tio n  of th e  o th e r c h a ra c te ris tic s  to  th is  one;
d) a n  a r ra n g e m e n t of th e  o b jec ts in  c la sses  a n d  su b -c lasses  by  p ro ­
ceed in g  from  the g en era l to  the p a r tic u la r  a n d  from  th e  sim ple  to  th e  
com plex.
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I n  gene ra l ,  the  R u le s  s t r es sed  the  im p o r ta n c e  of p r e s e rv in g  the 
s i mpl ic i ty  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion ,  a n d  rem in de d  co l l ab o ra to r s  of 
the  c la ss i f i ca t io n ’s  faci l i ty for c o m b in in g  a n d  r ecom bi n i ng  
n u m b e r s ,  a faci l i ty w hich  could be used  on  occas io n  to ob v ia te  
the  necess i ty  for c r e a t i n g  new nu mb er s .  They  w e re  a l so  r e m i n d ­
e d  of the sym me tr ica l  a nd  m n em on ic  f ea tu re s  of the  c lass i f i ­
c a t i o n  a n d  were  u r g e d  to develop a n d  ex t end  them,  even w h e r e  
p a r a l l e l i s m s  m ig h t  not  in fact  be  comple t e  a n d  nu m b er s  
w o u ld  be. for the t ime,  unused .

W it h  th e se  very g e n e r a l  ru le s  to  follow, a d i s t i ngu ished  
g r o u p  of sc ien t i s t s  a n d  sch o la rs  b e g a n  to w o rk  on  v a r io u s  tables.  
M o s t  no ta b l e  a m o n g  the  co l la bo ra to rs  w e re  H e rb e r t  Field 
of  th e  Co nc i l i um  Bib l io g ra ph ic um  a n d  C h a r l e s  Richet ,  edi tor  
of the R e v u e  sc ien tifiq u e , a  phys io logis t  a t  the un ivers i ty  of 
P a r i s ,  a n d  la te r  a Nobel  L au rea te .  The  in te r es t s  of the  s c ie n ­
t i s t s  con nec te d  with the Co nc i l i um  Bib l io gr ap h ic um  a n d  of 
those  b e lo n g in g  to the  F rench  Sec tion  of t h e  I IB (Richet  and  
B a u d o u in  a m o n g  o th ers )  p roba bly  expla in  the ea r ly  t r ans l a t i on  
of  the  A m er ican  t ab le s  for  the  medica l  sc iences .  Th ese  were  
soo n  ta ke n  up a n d  revised.  The  Con ci l iu m Bib l io gra ph icum  
pu b l i s hed  a br ief  p a m p h le t  c o n t a i n i n g  the  t ab le s  for  zoology  
in 1897 wi th  a n  index in French ,  E n g l i s h  a nd  G e r m a n . ,u La te r  
t h a t  yea r  the  f irst  ex tens ion  of th e  ta b le s  for a n a t o m y  a p p e a ­
r e d , 11 and  in the next  yea r  those  for zoology .12 Riche t worked  
o n  the  ta b l es  for physio logy a n d  these  w e r e  publ i shed  by the 
C o n c i l i um  Bib l iogra ph icum,  a l so  in 1897.13 O th e r  groups ,  
however ,  were  w o r k i n g  on  o th e r  p a r t s  of the c lass i f ica t ion .  At 
t h e  t im e  of  the  conference ,  the In s t i tu t  S u p é r i e u r  de Ph i lo so ­
phie a t  L ouv ain  ( to which de Wulf,  a n d  O t l e t ’s  old friend. 
Thiéry,  were  a t t a c h e d ) ,  the B e lg i a n  Soc ie ty of  As t ronom y,  a n d  
th e  B e lg ia n  Geologica l  C o m m is s io n  (h eaded  by  Moulon )  ha d  
p l ed ge d  their  help,  both to deve lop  the c las s i f ica t ion  tab les  in 
t h e i r  a r e a s  of  in te res t  a n d  to appl y  th e m  to the  no t ice s  in pe ­
r iod ica l  b ib l io g ra ph ie s  w hic h  they  w o u ld  u n d e r t a k e  to  p u b ­
l i s h . 14 In the next  few yea r s  the tab les  for  ph i lo sop hy ,15 ge o lo ­
g y . 16 a s t r o n o m y , 17 a s  well  as  those for r a i l w a y  sc ie nc e16 a nd  
p h o t o g r a p h y 19 m a d e  the i r  ap p e a ra n ce .  In 1897 the Office itself 
p re pa red  a nd  publ i shed the  re ca s t  G enera l A b r id g e d  Tables  of 
the  c lass i f ica t ion 20 a nd  the se  w e re  im m edi a te ly  t r a n s l a t e d  into 
I t a l i an .21 S p a n is h ,22 and  G e r m a n . 23

The  d is t inc t ive  p a t t e r n  of  the Brusse l s  c lass i f ica t ion  e m e r g ­
ed  only  very s lowly  f rom the A m e r i c a n  c lass i f ica t ion .  The  es ­
s e n t i a l  d if ferences  we re  to lie in the deve lo pm en t  in the  B r u s ­
se l s  ve rs ion  of the  no t ions of pa ra l le l i s m ,  of m n e m o n ic s  a nd  
n u m b e r - c o m p o u n d i n g  a d u m b r a t e d  in the  1896 R u le s  a n d  in 
o t h e r  m a te r i a l  p r e p a r e d  a t  the  s a m e  t im e a t  th e  O IB .  but  not  
fu l ly  ex p la in ed  in any  of it. Th oug h for  Ot le t  the  no ta t i o n  of 
t h e  c lass i f icat ion,  w h a t  he  ca l led i ts «b i b l iographic  n o m cnc la -
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tu re»24 w a s  p r e g n a n t  wi th  ai l  s o r t s  of  possibi l i t i es  for  precise,  
flexible,  specif ic descr ip t ion  and  c lass i f ica t ion  of docum en ts ,  
it w a s  no t  unt i l  1899 t h a t  the c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  deve loped to 
such  a n  ex ten t  t h a t  it exhib ited c l ear ly  w h a t  w e re  to be  r e g a r d ­
ed a s  its ch a rac te r i s t i c  features :  p rocedures  for the in t ro ­
duc t ion  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w ho le  c lass i f ica t ion  of h ig h ly  e la b o r ­
a ted  ana ly t ic  c o m m o n  subdiv isions .

As  e a r l y  as  1895, Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  h a d  dec ided  to 
a b a n d o n  the’con vent io n  of the Am er i can  c lass i f ica t ion  of  p l a c ­
ing  the  dec imal  po in t  af ter  a n u m b e r  a l w a y s  composed  of 
th r ee  f igures .  « I s  the  w h o le  num ber» ,  Ot le t  w r o te  to Dewey,  
«a dec imal ,  o r  a whole  n u m b e r  plus  a dec imal  po in t  a f ter  the 
th i r d  f igure?»25 H e  conc luded  th a t  it w a s  be t te r  to  r e g a r d  th e  
w ho le  n u m b e r  as  a dec imal,  a n d  to cons id er  the dec imal  point 
as  s e r v i n g  pr im ar i ly  a s  a m a r k  of pu nc tua t i on .  In his view,  the 
use  of the po in t  in thi s  w a y  w oul d  faci l i t a te  th e  r e a d i n g  of a 
n u m b e r  a n d  be t te r  in d ic a t e  « the  or de r  and  success ion  a n d  s u b ­
o r d in a t io n  of ideas»  in the num be r .  C a r r y i n g  th e  a n a l o g y  ot 
p u n c t u a t e d  n u m b e r s  yet  fur ther ,  he h a d  b e g u n  to  w o n d e r  w h a t  
could be done  wi th  p a r e n th e s e s  a n d  the colon.  « In  a g e n e r a l  
way. . .»,  he con t in ued  h is  let ter ,  «we c a m e  to thi s  rule:  th e  dec i­
mal c las s i f ic a t ion  is a sys te m which  pe rm i ts  the n o t i n g  of all 
b ib l iog raphi c  c a te go r ie s  by m e a n s  of conc ise  symbols ,  f igures  
w h o s e  s ign i f ica t ion  a n d  v a l u e  de pend  upon the i r  posi t ion,  a nd  
upon cer ta in  s i g n s  of p u nc tu a t i on  wh ich  a c c o m p a n y  them.»21’ 
In h i s  «O bje c t ion s  and  Expl ica t ions»  Ot le t  g a v e  a brief  e x p l a ­
na t io n  of  w h a t  the  f igu res  in a c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r  m ean t ,  
of how a n u m b e r  could  become the bas i s  of fur ther  deve lop­
m e n t  by  g e n e r a l i s i n g  its s ign i f i ca t io n  wi th ou t  v i o la t i n g  the  
pr inc ip le  t h a t  n e w  n u m b e r s  m u s t  not  conf lict  wi th  o ld ones,  
a n d  s u g g e s t e d  how the  point ,  colon a n d  p a r e n th e s e s  could  be 
used  for c o m b i n i n g  or  m od i f y ing  nu m b er s . 27

As  the  Office 's  co l la bo ra to rs  mov ed  m o re  deeply  into the ir  
work  of deve lopin g  the ta b le s  a n d  u s i n g  them in the  pr ep a ra t i o n  
of b ib l iog raphie s ,  they b e g a n  to a p pr ec ia te  inadequac i es  in 
the  c lass i f ica t io n’s no ta t io n  a n d  obscu r i t i e s  in the c u r r e n t  ex­
p la n a t i o n s  of its appl ica t ion  and  use.  They  b e g a n  to offer  in ­
ge ni ous  s u g g e s t i o n s  for i m p ro v e m e n ts  to m a k e  the  c la ss i f ic a ­
tion respons i ve  to the  d if ficu ltues th a t  they h ad  var ious ly  e n ­
countered .  Marcel  Baud ou in ,  for example ,  w o r k i n g  on  the tab les  
for medicine ,  reached  the  conc lusion  th a t  the u se  of the 
dec imal  point  af ter  the  th i rd  f igu re  of  a n u m b e r  w a s  useful  
on l y  if th e  n u m b e r  w e re  re lat ive ly short .  H e  devised a system,  
fol lowed the re af te r  at  the  Office,  of u s i n g  lon g  n u m b e r s  b ro ­
ken up into co n s t i tu e n t  p a r t s  by the  use of m o re  t h a n  one  
point .  I l e  a l so  dr e w  up a deta i led sys te m of pa ra l l e l i s m  for 
t h e  pa t h o lo g y  of o r g a n s  a n d  for  d i se ases  a n d  ope ra t io ns . 28- 
Vic tor  C a r u s  fol lowed up D ew ey ’s ow n s u g g e s t i o n s  for deve l ­
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o p i n g  the  c lass i f ica t ion  by in t r od uc ing  a se r ies  of l e t te rs  for  
geo logica l  fo rm a t io ns  and' for geo logica l  t ime  periods.  In the 
m i d s t  of  th e  Off ice’s  sea rch  for  t e chn iq ue s  for  e x t e n d i n g  the  
c la ss i f ica t io n’s no ta t i o n  a n d  of m a k i n g  it c a p a b le  of  g r e a t e r  
f lexibi l i ty a n d  speci f ici ty  t h a n  it se em ed  to  have .  C a r u s ,  
fo re see in g  w h e r e  all thi s  m ig h t  lead,  so u n d e d  a no te  of w a rn in g .  
« O ne  shou ld  remem ber» ,  he sa id,  « t ha t  th e  decimal  nota t ion  
is  a  m e a n s  of  r e g is t e r in g  b ib lio g ra p h ic  f ac ts  a n d  no th in g  
more .  One  shou ld  therefore  avoid  a t t e m p t i n g  to express  
b y  n u m er i ca l  indices  the  scient if ic  re su l t s  con ta in e d  in a p u b ­
l ica tion.»29

The  M a r q u i s  D a r u t y  de G r a n d p r é ,  t a k i n g  into accoun t  the  
s u g g e s t i o n s  m a d e  in Ó t l e t ’s  «O bje c t i ons  and  Expl ica t ions» ,  
p r e se n t e d  a suc c in c t  descr ip t ion  of the  m e c h a n ic s  of the c la ss i ­
f ica t ion a n d  how  he proposed  to  ex tend  it by  u s i n g  r ecur re n t  
b rack e t ed  geog ra p h ic a l  n u m b e r s  and  the  co lon for  his w o rk  on 
a b ib l i o g ra p h y  of  the Afr ican  I s l a n d s  oi  the S o u th e rn  In d ia n  
O cean .30 A  not e  w a s  added  to thi s  ar t ic le ,  m o s t  p roba b ly  by 
Otle t ,  abo u t  th e  poss ib le  u se  of  th e  p lu s  ( +  ) s i gn  in the  c l a s ­
si f icat ion  of  d o c u m e n t s  wi t h  m ul t i p l e  subjec ts ,31 an  idea wh ich  
m a y  h a v e  been der ived from s u g g e s t i o n s  m a d e  by S im oëns  of 
th e  B e lg i a n  Geologica l  Service,  w h o  w a s  w o r k i n g  on the  tables 
for  g eo logy .  S i m o ë n s  h ad  t h o u g h t  up  a scheme for ach iev­
in g  w h a t  w a s  ca l led  «b i b l iographic  an a ly s i s  of  do cu men ts»  
by  mul t ip le  indexing s ,  the  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r  o b ta in e d  on 
each  occas ion  of  in d e x in g  be in g  jo ine d  to each  of the o th er s  by 
th e  p l u s  s ign .32

Otle t ,  d r a w i n g  on all of this,  m a d e  a m a j o r  theoret ical  
s t a t e m e n t  in his «On the  S t r u c t u r e  of  C la ss i f i ca t io n  Numbers» ,  
w hic h  r ep re sen te d  a s u m m i n g  up  a n d  d is t i l l a t ion  of the v a r i ­
ous pr o p o sa ls  received a t  the Office on the  subje c t .33 H e  in te n d ­
ed  t h a t  thi s  a r t i c le  shou ld  c o m pl em ent  the  R u le s  a n d  his  
«O bjec t ions  a n d  Expl ica t ions» .  It r ep re sen ted  a s tep t o w a r d s  
a def in i te  decis ion on st i l l  cont rove rs ia l  as pec ts  of the  c l a s s i ­
ficat ion.  Ot le t  b a s e d  his e x a m in a t i o n  of c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  
on  th e  ob se rv a t i on  th a t  cer ta in  ideas  w e r e  r ecur re n t  in all 
p a r t s  of th e  c lass i f ica t ion,  such  as  the h is tor ica l ,  g eog ra ph ic a l ,  
a n d  form ca te go r i e s  a l r e a d y  d iscussed  by  him in v a r io u s  places 
a n d  der ived m o re  or  l ess  d irect ly  from Dewey.  A s im i la r  
ob se rv a t io n  w a s  t ru e  of individua l  b r a n c h e s  of the  c la ss i f i c a ­
t ion w h e re  sub div is ion s  seemed r e g u la r ly  to recur.  Ea c h  s p e ­
cies in zoology ,  for example ,  co u ld  be en v is ag ed  from m a n y  
s i m i la r  po in ts  of view.  «The  cons equence  of  this ob se rv a t io n  is 
t h a t  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  should have  a s t r u c t u r e  such  th a t  
to each c a te g o r y  of m odi fy in g  ideas  w hic h  per iod ica l ly  re tu rns ,  
th e re  should  c o r r e sp o n d  a d i s t inc t  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  
s ign i f ica t ion .»34 F o r  Ot le t  there  w e re  n o w  tw o w a y s  of bu i l d in g  
c lass i f ica t ion  nu m b ers .  O n e  w a s  to ju x t a p o s e  comple te  num-
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b e r s  ta ken  f rom d if feren t  p a r t s  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion  a n d  join 
th e m  w i th  a colon.  The o th e r  w a s  to  m a k e  u se  of « f ac tors»  or  
« a u to n o m o u s  n u m b e r  e le m ent s  wi t h  a d i s t inc t  a n d  un a l t e r a b le  
m e a n i n g » ,35 w h o s e  a u t o n o m y  in re la t ion  to  t h e  n u m b e r s  to 
which they were  a t t a c h e d  w a s  p re se rv ed  by  enc lo s in g  th e m  in 
pa re n t hes es .  H e  reviewed Dewey ' s  ow n s u g g e s t i o n s  th a t  l e t ters  
could  be employed  w i t h  dec imal  n u m b e r s  to in d ic a t e  c a t e g o ­
ries such a s  geologica l  t ime,  phys ica l  p laces  a nd  so  on. In 
Dewey ' s  scheme,  the n u m b e r  598.2 j 43 w oul d  indica te ,  Bi rds  
in G e r m a n y  in the S ix te en th  Ce n tu ry .  Ot le t  dec ided a g a i n s t  the  
m é la n g e  th a t  r esu l te d  f rom this  com bina t io n  of l e t te rs  a n d  f ig­
ures,  a n d  v e n tu r e d  the op inion  in s t ead  th a t  one  shou ld  «bor ­
row di f fe rent  ca t egor ies  of  a ux i l i a ry  indices  f rom c o r r e s p o n d ­
in g  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  a n d  p lace  th e m  b e tw een  p a r e n ­
theses»  to  pre se rve  them from a s s im i la t io n  in th e  m a i n  n u m ­
ber.  H e  s h o w e d  how all of the ca te go r i e s  m e n t io ne d  by  Dewey 
could be  dea l t  wi th  in this way :  (...5) w ou ld  ind ica te  geologic  
t ime  a n d  (...4) wou ld  ind ica te  la n g u a g e .  The  c lass i f ica t ion  
n u m b e r s  for «pol i t i ca l» g e o g r a p h y  b e g a n  a t  913,  s o  t h a t  911 
w a s  free for use a s  a chronolog ic  subdiv is ion ,  a n d  912 for in ­
d ica t ions  of as pec ts  of physical  g e o gr aph y .  Th e  c o m m o n  91, 
in d i c a t in g  g eo g r a p h y ,  could be su p p re s s e d  a n d  the 1 a n d  2 
w oul d  a p p e a r  in p a r e n th e s e s  to ind ica te  t im e  a n d  p lace  r e s ­
pect ively wi th  a n o t h e r  n u m b e r  for fur ther  speci f ica t ion:  (15) 
would in d ic a t e  th e  S ix te en t h  C e n tu ry ,  a n d  (27) Lakes .  S i m i ­
la r  fo rm a t i o n s  could  be devised  for history,  for d i r ec t ions  of 
th e  c o m p a s s  a nd  so on.  Fo r  the  d ivi s ions  t h a t  r ecu r r ed  with in 
a p a r t i c u l a r  science,  Ot le t  h a d  a s i m i l a r  solut ion.  O n e  could 
take  t h a t  which  is n a m e d  a n d  in ge ne ra l  use  in a science 
(phys io logy ,  pa tho logy ,  the h ea r t ,  the  lungs ,  for  e x a m p l e ) .  The  
n u m b e r s  a s s ig n e d  to the «classi f ied  no m enc la tu re »  of a science,  
i ts  t a xonono m ic  n o m e n c la tu re  in effect,  w o u ld  be  der ived  
f rom zero a n d  w ou ld  be p la ced  be tween  p a ren th ese s .  C o n ­
sc ious ly a d o p t i n g  the encyc lopedic  po in t  of view requi red  for 
the  deve lop men t  of the U n iv e r sa l  Bib l io gr ap hi c  Re per tory ,  O t ­
let s t r e ss ed  the im p o r t a n c e  of a voi d i ng  a t t r i b u t i n g  several  
m e a n i n g s  to a n y  o ne  num be r .  C onf us i on  be tween  the  n u m b e r s  
for the  c lassi f ied te r m in o lo gy  of  a science  (der ived  f rom zero),  
however,  a n d  the  g e n e r a l  n u m b e r s  for t im e  a nd  p lace  (der ived 
f rom 1 a n d  2) ,  w oul d  be comple te ly  avoided,  O t l e t  bel ieved,  if 
th e  u se  of the  fo rm er  w e re  s t r ic t ly  forb idden  o u ts id e  th e  p a r ­
t i cu l a r  sc ience  f rom which  they  took the i r  m e a n i n g .  A n  excep­
t ion could  be m a d e  w hen on e  of  the  « te rm in o lo gi ca l»  n u m b e r s  
bore  an  ind ica t ion  oi  its so u rc e  a s  a super sc r ip t .  If (012) were  
the  co m m o n  n u m b e r  for h e a r t  in the  t a b le s  for  medic ine ,  a 
n u m b e r  l ike the fo l lowing  w ou ld  be  poss ib le :  368 .42(01261), 
hea l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  h e a r t  d i sease .  B u t  O t l e t  w o n d e r e d  if 
the  «s imples t  form of the pr inc ipa l  d e te r m in a n t»  m i g h t  no t  h a v e
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b e e n  preferab le :  th a t  is, 368.42:616.12. H e  did no t  pu r su e  the 
re l a t iv e  mer i t s  of  thi s  a l t e rna t iv e .38

«O n the  S t r u c t u r e  of  Cla ss i f ica t ion  N u m b e r s »  is  a g e r m i­
n a l  paper .  In it O t l e t  c an  be seen to be g r o p i n g  t o w a r d s  a 
form a n d  a te r m in ol ogy  for  w h a t  l a te r  becam e  the  co m m o n  and  
ana ly t ica l  subdiv is ions .  H e  ha d  su b m i t te d  the no t io ns  of  D e w ­
ey to a n u m b e r  of  h i s  co l la bo ra to rs ,  such  a s  C a r u s  a nd  B a u ­
douin ,  for their  opinion.  In ge ne ra l  in w a s  tho ug ht  the in t roduc t ion  
of l e t ters  w oul d  be useful .  B u t  the  repl ies  g a v e  Ot le t  pause ,  
and  thi s  is ref lected in h i s  paper ,  for  it w a s  c l ear  to  h im 
t h a t  th e  spec ia l i s t s  w h o m  he h a d  consul ted  w e re  not  m uch c o n ­
cerned  by the  proble ms of the  v a r ia t i o n  of n u m b e r s  from science 
to  sc ience  a n d  of  mu l t i p le  m e a n i n g s  which  h ad  become 
c l e a r l y  a p p a r e n t  to h im f rom the pr op os a ls  t h a t  they ha d  in 
t u r n  m a d e  to him. H e  tr ied,  therefore ,  to f ind so lu t io ns  for 
th i s  p roblem.  Never the less ,  it s eems c lear  to a p r e s e n t - d a y  ob­
s e rv e r  t h a t  the u se  of the  p a r e n th e s i s  w a s  bound to  be  t r oubl e ­
some .  Too much w a s  d e m a n d e d  of it. The  r e qu i r em en t  t h a t  the  
f i rs t  f igure  of  th e  n u m b e r  enclosed  in p a r e n t h e s e s  sh o u ld  act  
a s  a s ig n a l  for the  d if feren t  ca te go r ie s  of sub jec t ,  t ime  a nd  p lace  
w a s  om in o u s  wi th  potent ia l  confus ion,  a nd  so  were  the  v a r ­
ious uses  of s u p e r s c r ip t s  th a t  w e re  cont em pla ted .  Moreover ,  
O t l e t  did no t  inc lude a d i scuss ion  of the  form d ivis ions  a nd  
«gene ra l i t i e s»  in thi s  paper .  Th ese  had  s om e t im es  app ea red  
wi th  no  p a r e n th e s e s  a s  in the A m e r ic a n  Dewey,  and  so m e­
t imes  w i t h in  pa re n th ese s .  They  too were  der ived f rom zero and 
cou ld  be expec ted  to  provide  al l  so r t s  of compl ica t i on  w he n  set  
w i t h  n u m b e r s  for th e  o th e r  c a t ego r i e s  for  which Ot le t  w a s  
a t t e m p t i n g  to devise  a cha rac te r i s t i c  notat ion .

Th ou gh  the  p a p e r  w a s  ten ta t iv e ,  it con ta in ed ,  never the less ,  
a c le ar  s t a t e m e n t  of  w h a t  O t le t  hoped to be ab le  to ach ieve 
wi th  th e  dec imal  no ta t i o n  a n d  of the  g e n e r a l  p r inc ip l es  which  
guide d  h is  th ink ing .  This  s t a t e m e n t  s u g g e s t e d  w h a t  l i t t le s to re  
he se t  upon C a r u s ’s  w a r n i n g  not  to a sk  too m uc h  of the  c l a s ­
s i f ica t ion’s no ta t ion .  H i s  i m a g i n a t i o n  seems to h a v e  been c o m ­
pletely c a p tu r e d  by  th e  no t io n  of  b ib l io graphic a l  ana lys i s .

T he D ecim al C lass ific a tio n  should  c o n stitu te  a t  one  and  th e  sam e 
tim e a c la ss ifica tio n , a n d  a b ib liog raph ic  n o ta lio n . A s a c lass ifica tio n  
it should  p re sen t a fram ew ork  in w hich id eas a re  su b o rd in a ted  su c ­
cessively  and  in  d iffe re n t w a y s  one  to  a n o th e r acco rd in g  to  w hether 
one  a s s ig n s  them  to  a  p rincipal ra n k  or a seco n d ary  one. A s a bib­
lio g rap h ic  n o ta tio n , i t  sh o u ld  becom e a v e ritab le  u n iv e rsa l lan g u a g e  
suscep tib le  o f in te rp re tin g  by  n u m b ers g rouped  in  fac to rs  w ith  sep a ra te  
a n d  p e rm an en t m ean in g , all th e  nu an ces o f ideo log ico-b ib liographi- 
c a l a n a ly s is .”

The su b s e q u e n t  s t a g e s  in th e  evolu t ion  of the  c la ss i f ic a­
t ion a re  well  m arked .  In mid-1897 a p a p e r  w a s  p repa red  a t  the 
O I B  on  the  «G ene ra l  Pr in c ip l e s  of  the  Decimal  Class i f i ca t io n»
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for  th e  s e con d  I n te r n a t io n a l  C on fe re n c e  of  B ib l i o g ra p h y  a t  
B russe l s .  This p a p e r  re pr e se n t s  a good  informal  ind ica t ion  of 
w h e r e  a t t e m p t s  to deve lop the  c las s i f ic a t ion  h ad  led by  t h a t  
t ime .38 I t  dea l t  briefly wi th  a n u m b e r  of  a s p e c ts  of th e  c l a s s i ­
f icat ion a n d  i ts use for  bu i l d in g  c a r d  r epe r to r ie s  no t  publ icly 
d i scussed  defore.  The use  of spec i a l ly  s h a p e d  di fferen tly col­
oured  d iv is io na ry  c a r d s  in a r e p e r t o ry  w a s  touched upon al so,  
bu t  no  co d in g  sys t em  w a s  g iv en  y e t  for  the  co lours  of  the 
c a r d s  o r  for  the i r  a r r a n g e m e n t .  N or  w a s  the p roble m of w h a t  
w e re  n o w  ca l led «com pou nd  n u m b e r s  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  n u m ­
bers»39 ye t  resolved.  The  second  p a r t  of  co m p o u n d  n u m b e r s  
co n s t ru c t ed  w i t h  t h e  colon w e re  ca l led  « ge ne ra l  d e te rm in an ts » ,  
or  w h a t  one  m ig h t  m o re  inte l l ig ib ly  cal l ,  « ge ne ra l  modifiers»- 
«Any c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r  w h ic h  comple tes  the  se nse  oL 
ano ther ,  l imit s a nd  de t e rm in e s  it, is  c a l l ed  a g e n e r a l  m o d i ­
fier.»40 Spec ia l  modi f ie rs  w e re  few in n u m b e r  a n d  al l  w e r e  
p laced  be tween  pa re n t hese s :  (0) for  form d iv is ions ;  (2) lor  
d iv i s i ons  a c c o r d in g  to  phys ica l  place ; a n d  (3— 9) for d iv i s ions  
a c c o r d in g  to poli t ical  place.  To  these  could be a d d e d  an o th e r  
kind of modi fier ,  t h a t  for p rope r  n a m e s  —  396:Mol ière,  would 
be used for M ol iè re ’s  v i ews  on  w o m en.  The  u se  of  su p e rs c r ip t  
m od i f ie rs  s e e m s  to h a v e  been a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  the  l a n g u a g e  
modi f ie r  w a s  now  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  in s t a n c e  of t h e  g e n e r a l  m o d i ­
f ier  — 52(02)  :42, C h e m is t r y  T re a t i s e s  in E n g l i s h .  A n o th er  c h a ­
rac te r i s t ic  of specia l  modi f iers  w a s  d i scussed :  they  could  t h e m ­
se lves  be c o m p o u n d e d  —  597(281:44) ,  F i s h  in F r e n c h  Lakes.

The  rew ork ed  t ab le s  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion  to th ree  a n d  oc­
c a s i on a l ly  four f igu res  a p p e a re d  in 1897 as  the  G enera l A b r id ­
g e d  Tables.*1 The  in t rodu c tory  d i scuss ion  w a s  sh o r t  a n d  dea l t  
m os t ly  with ru les  for  in d e x in g  b ib l iog raph ie s  «de c imal ly»  and  
for  u s i n g  the  Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  a s  developed in B rus se l s  
in l ibra ries .  H a v i n g  p re sen t ed  a lo n g  s t a t e m e n t  of  the a d v a n ­
t a g e s  of the  c lass i f ica t ion ,  the  in t rodu c t ion  to  the T ab les  did 
a d v e r t  briefly to the  u se  of « symme tr ica l  a n d  m odi fy ing  d iv i­
s ions» .  The  form d iv is ions  were  l is ted w i t h  p a r e n th e s e s  removed,  
a n d  the g e o g r a p h i c  sub div is i ons  d iscussed .  T h o u g h  the poss i ­
bi l i ty of  o th e r  modi f ie rs  w a s  m ent io ne d ,  no n e  of  them received 
a n y  ex tende d  t re a t m en t .  Th e  ta b le s  themselves ,  however,  d i s ­
p layed  the  form d ivis ions  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in th e  nu me r ic a l  a r r ay  
a n d  ind ica ted  which  n u m b e r s  could be su bd iv id ed  g e o g r a p h i ­
ca l ly  by p l a c i n g  a f te r  th e m  e m p ty  p a ren th ese s .  Th e  ge o g ra p h ic  
sub div is i ons  were  l is ted  fully as  sub div is i ons  wi th in  p a r e n ­
theses  of 91, ge ography .

In  1898 the f irst  M a n u a l o f th e  B ib lio g ra p h ic  D ec im a l  
C la ss ific a tio n 42 w a s  publi shed.  Thi s  w a s  th e  de ta i led  s t ud y  of 
the  c ons t r uc t io n  a nd  use  of  the c lass i f ica t ion ,  the  necess i ty  
for which  h a d  become m o r e  a n d  m o r e  evident .  I t  g a t h e r e d  to­
g e th er ,  s om e t im es  v e rb a t im ,  s om e t im es  in a r ew r i t te n  more
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ex te n s i v e  form,  m uch of the  m a te r i a l  a p p e a r i n g  in t h e  p re fa to ­
r y  m a t t e r  of the  G enera l A b r id g e d  T ab les  a n d  in th e  «Gene ra l  
P r in c ip le s  of the  Decimal  Classi f ica t ion» ,  which h a d  been  p re ­
pa r e d  for the H B ' s  1897 Conference ,  on  such  topics  as  th e  e n ­
cyc lopedic  n a t u r e  of  the c lass i f ica t ion ,  i ts  a d v a n t a g e s ,  the 
co n c o rd a n c e  be tw een  the  c om ple te  a n d  a b r i d g e d  tab les ,  the  use  
of  d iv i s i on a ry  c a r d s  in a reper tory ,  a n d  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  a n d  
ab b r e v ia te d  w a y s  of w r i t i n g  dec imal  n u m b e r s .  A m o n g  ne wl y  
in t r oduce d  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r  w a s  a d i s cus s io n  of how' a useful  
co n c o r d a n c e  could  be ach i eved  be twe en  th e  Decimal  C la s s i f i ­
ca t i o n  a n d  v a r io u s  specia l  c la ss i f i ca t io ns  for which it could 
provide  an  in te rn a t i o n a l l y  c o m prehens ib le  index.  The  u se  of 
su bj ec t  h e a d i n g s  a r r a n g e d  sy s te m a t ic a l ly  or  a lph abe t ica l ly  w a s  
a l so  d iscussed .  It w a s  obse rved  th a t  the  s a m e  ca rd  could be 
used  in an  a lp hab e t ic  r epe r to ry  of  a u t h o r ’s na m e s ,  in a r e p e r ­
tory  c lassi f ied by  dec imal  n u m b e r s ,  a n d  in an  «ana lyt ico- 
a lp h ab e t i c»  re pe r tor y  by  sub jec t  h e a d in g s ,  p rovided  t h a t  the 
s ub je c t  h e a d i n g s  w e re  ind ica ted  in s om e  re la t ive ly  s imp le  w a y  
in the t i t l es  g iven  on  the  ca rds .  Moreove r ,  at  any  point  of d i ­
v i s ion  in a dec imal  num be r ,  the  ind iv idua l  b i b l i o g rap h e r  could 
begin  a n  a lphabe t ic  a r r a n g e m e n t  of sub jec t  h e ad in gs ,  t h e  de­
c imal  n u m b e r  s e r v i n g  to es tab l i s h  a con ve nt io na l  re la t ion  b e t ­
w een  m a in  h e a d i n g s  of  a specif ied de g re e  of gene ra l i ty .  Such  
a pr ocedure  w o u ld  be fac i l i ta ted  by the  a t t e m p t  to  es tab l i sh 
s t r ic t  conco rda nce  be tw een  th e  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  a nd  sp e ­
cial  c lass i f ica t ions ,  a n d  to  deve lop the  C la ss i f i ca t io n  in te r m s  
of  the  conven t io na l  n o m e n c l a t u r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  sciences.

U n d e r  the  h e a d i n g  «C oncor dance  be twe en  the  o ld ed i t ions  
a n d  the new  edi t ion s  of the Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  wi th  respect  
to C o m p o u n d  Nu mb er s» ,  the M a n u a l  p re sen ted  a detai led 
a c c o u n t  of the  Office’s  debt  to the  1894 A m e r i c a n  Dewey,  a nd  of 
how it had  a t t e m p t e d  to  m a k e  explici t  and  to  s y s t e m a t i s e  by 
m e a n s  of  a ux i l i a ry  ta b le s  a n d  specia l  s igns ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  only 
par t ly  deve loped of s im p ly  impl ici t  in the  A m e r i c a n  work .”  
It w a s  to thi s  m a t t e r  t h a t  mos t  of the  M a n u a l  w a s  a d d re s sed  
The  v a r io u s  forms  of t h e  te rm,  «d e te rm in a n t» ,  w e re  l in a lh  
a b a n d o n e d  for the te r m s  «a na ly t ic  a n d  co m m o n  subdivis ions*

Thre e  m e th o d s  of subdiv is ion  w e re  recognis ed  for ob ta in 
in g  sy m m e t r y  a n d  c o n c o rd a n c e  be tw een  p a r t s  of the  w’holt 
c lass i f icat ion.  F i rs t ,  a c tua l  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  could be 
div ided in a s im i l a r  w a y  so  th a t  «only  the f irst  f igu res  and  the 
m e a n i n g  given to them a re  di fferen t» :  445.8, the Verb in
F rench  Phi lo logy;  455.8, the  V e rb  in I t a l i an  Philology. ' '4 
S econ d ,  an a ly t i c  s ub di v is io ns  could be employed  t h ro u g h o u t  
the  who le  c lass i f ica t ion  to  form c o m po un d  nu m b er s .  Thi rd,  
«commo n» s ub d iv is io ns  could  be ad d e d  f rom a ux i l i a ry  tab les  
to  n u m b e r s  de r ived  f rom th e  m a i n  tab les .  The  f irst  k ind of 
subdiv is ion  w'ould be  ev ident  from the  tab les ,  b u t  the o ther
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ki nds  had  to  be  co n s t ru c te d  by  each  c la ss i f ie r  in d epe ndent ly ,  
and  it w a s  ne c e s sa ry  t h a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be  s imp le  a n d  prec ise  
ru les  for  th e i r  fo rmat ion  and  use.

The  ana ly t i c  subd iv is i ons  w e r e  ju s t  those  r ecur re n t  d iv i­
s i ons  wi t h in  a p a r t i c u l a r  science  f irst  d i sc us se d  in «O n t h e  
S t r u c t u r e  of  Cl ass i f ica t ion  Numbers»-  They  w e r e  now. however ,  
t a k e n  out  of  p a r e n th e s e s  a n d  w e re  to be ind ica ted  by  a s p e ­
cial  p re cedent  « in te rc a l a to ry  zero», if 633.12 w e re  the  cerea l ,  
Rice, a nd  631.13 w e r e  the  a g r ic u l t u r a l  ope ra t io n ,  I r r i ga t io n ,  
then  633.12.013 w oul d  be the  I r r i g a t i o n  of  Rice w h e r e  r ice is 
the  m a in  subjec t .  T hese  s ubd iv is io ns  were  n o t  spec i a l ly  c r e a t ­
ed ,  b u t  «a re  bor rowed  pure ly  and  s imp ly  f rom the  an a ly t i ca l  
pa r t  of  the  c lass if ica t ion  i t se l f » 45 A n a ly t i c s  would ,  of co u r se ,  
v a r y  f rom on e  sc ience  to  ano th e r ,  a n d  the i r  use and  l im i ta ­
t ions to the ir  use  would  in every  c a s e  be  ind ica ted in ta b le s  for 
each  of  the  sciences.

Of  al l  th e  su b je c ts  d i s cussed  in the  M a n u a l, t h e  c o m m o n  
subd iv i s io ns  w e r e  the m o s t  ex tens iv e ly  t rea ted .  A quota t io n  
from Leibni tz a nd  one  e x p re s s in g  th e  u n d e r ly in g  pr inc ip le  of  
the  c lass i f ica t ion  w e re  p lac ed  a t  the  h e a d  of  the  sec t ion  which 
dea l t  wi th  them.46 F r o m  Leibnitz:

T he m easu re  o f th e  rich n ess o f a la n g u a g e  is  no t th e  la rg e  n u m b er 
of its w ords, b u t th e  sm a ll n u m b er of its  ra d ic a ls  a n d  th e  fa c ility  
w ith  w hich one  c an  form  precise  com b in a tio n s from  them .

About  the  Decimal  Classi f ica t ion :
From  sim ple  a n d  e lem en ta ry  n u m b e rs ... f it  a im sl to  form  a n  indefi­
n ite  q u a n tity  o f com pound n u m b ers ab le  to  t ra n s la te  th e  m ost p re c ise  
asp ec ts  of b ib lio g rap h ica l c la ss ifica tio n  in to  figu res .

The e n s u i n g  d iscuss ion s u g g e s t s  the  ov e r t o n e s  of  a res idua l  
confl ict  in the  dev e lo pm en t  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  be tween  the  
inexhaus t ib le  possibi l i t ies of  theory,  of  phi losophy,  of  l ing uis t ic  
p ara l l e l i sm s ,  a n d  the  l imi t a t ion s  imposed  by pract ice .  It w a s  
s ta te d  qu i te  c le a r ly  tha t

... com m on su b d iv is io n s sh o u ld  n o t be  u n d e rsto o d  to  be su b d iv isio n s 
w hose ap p lica tio n  is un ifo rm  and  c o n s ta n t acro ss  th e  w hole  c la ss if i­
cation , bu t on ly  sub d iv isio n s w hose ap p lica tio n  is  a s  genera l a s  p os­
sible, a n d  to  w hich th ere  a re  num ero u s exceptions. The com m on su b ­
d iv is ions c an  be used o n ly  w ith  respec t to  th e  in d iv idual tab les  of 
a sc ience w ith  ali the lim ita tio n s  a n d  ex cep tions th a t  th e  su b jec t lead s 
to. T h is fu n d am en ta l ru le  fo llow s: w orks sh o u ld  be indexed c o n fo r­
m in g  to  th e  c lass ifica tio n  n u m b ers  in d ica ted  in  th e  in d iv idual tab les 
and  no t w ith  the aid  o f n u m bers C lassifie rs  form  them selves from  
ru le s  and  g e n e ra l p rincip les .47

While  reco g n is in g  th a t  «abso lu te ly  logical  a n d  qui te  g e ­
neral  rules  would  h a v e  been  em in en t l y  des i rab le»  g iven  the 
«encyc lopedic na tu re »  of the O I B ' s  work,  Ot le t  a nd  h is  co l lea­
g u e s  were  forced to a dm i t  th a t

it w ould  no t hav e  been possib le  to  g iv e  th e  b ib lio g rap h ic  c la ss if ica ­
tion  such  a  deg ree  o f  perfec tion  w ith o u t p re ju d ic in g  o th er, m ore
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v a lu ab le  ad v an tag e s , especially , w ith o u t ab an d o n in g  the s ta b ility  o f 
th e  c la ss ifica tio n  and  d e p riv in g  sp ec ia lis ts  of a c e rta in  la titu d e  to  
develop the c la ss ifica tio n  acco rd in g  to  th e  needs o f th e  various 
sciences.48

The  M a n u a l  r evea led  th a t  th e  v a r io u s  p ro bl em s a n d  dif­
f icul t ies  th a t  Ot le t  ha d  b e g u n  to s t r u g g l e  wi t h  in «O n the  
S t r u c t u r e  of Cla ss i f ica t ion  Number s» ,  a s t r u g g l e  reflected in 
the  su b se q u e n t  pub l ica t ions  of  the Office,  h a d  a t  l ast  
been resolved.  The  co m m o n  sub div is i ons  w e re  increased 
to six in n u m b e r  —  form, t ime,  re la t ion ,  p r o p e r  n am e ,  p lace  
a n d  la n g u a g e ,  a n d  a specia l  s ig n  w a s  g iv en  to each .  The  form 
d ivis ions were  f ina l ly  re tu rn ed  to pa re n t hese s ,  to d i s t in gui sh  
th e m  c l ear ly  f rom an a ly t ic  s ub di v is io ns  in d ic a te d  by the  in te r ­
ca la to ry  zero a n d  to as soc ia te  them c l ear ly  wi t h’ the  o ther  
co m m o n  su bdi v is ion s .49 The  subdiv is ion ,  t ime,  w a s  ta ken  out  of 
p a r e n th e s e s  and  p laced  be twe en  F renc h  qu o ta t io n  m a r k s ,  «» 
g u ille m e ts . The  «s im ples t  form of the  pr inc ipa l  de te rm in a n t» ,  
th e  ju x t ap o s i t i o n  of w hol e  n u m b e r s  jo i ned  by  a colon,  w a s  now 
s imp ly  ca l led the  «re la t ion  subdivis ion» .  Th e  l a n g u a g e  s u b d i ­
v is ion w a s  r e in s ta t e d  a n d  w a s  ind ica ted  by a n  ex tende d  eq u a l s  
s i g n  or  double  da sh ,  = .  The  geologic ,  place,  po l i t i co- ge og ra ­
phica l  su bd iv is io ns  w e re  all .  as  before,  r e g a r d e d  as  re la ted  
a n d  der ived  f rom th e  g e o g r a p h i c  tab les .  Geo log ic  t ime  w a s  to 
be in d ic a te d  by  (1.. .),  as pe c ts  of p lace  or  physica l  g eo g r a p h y  
by (2.. .),  a n d  poli t ical  g e o g r a p h y  by the  well -devloped (3— 9) 
su bd iv is io ns  of  the g e o g r a p h i c  tab les .  Th e  ex tended  t a b le s  for  
the  c o m m o n  sub div is i ons  w e re  a p p e n d e d  to the  end  of  the 
M a n u a l.  The  use  of the  va r ious  p u nc tua t i on  s i g n s  wo u ld ,  ot 
course ,  m a k e  f i l ing very difficult  a n d  a convent iona l  fi l ing 
o rde r  w a s  e s ta b l i s he d  as:  ( ) ,  «», :, A — Z, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 ,  8, 9. 
p roceedin g  from r ig h t  to left.50 Th e  =  s ig n  w a s  omi t ted 
from this fo rmula ,  bu t  w a s  in te nde d  to fol low the colon and 
precede  the  g u ille m e ts .6I It is i n te r e s t i n g  t h a t  the  p lu s  s i g n  
( +  ) w a s  still  m a i n t a i n e d  for  work s  wi th  mul t ip le  su b je c ts  as  
Ot le t  a n d  S i m o ën s  h a d  f irst  s u g g e s t e d  severa l  ye a r s  before — 
961.14-965,  H i s to ry  of Alger ia  a n d  Tun is ia .  In such a c a s e  the 
c a r d s  for  th e  work  w o u ld  be fi led u n d e r  each  num be r ,  th e  4- 
s i g n  a n d  the  n u m b e r  fo l lowing  it b e i n g  ign or ed  in fi l ing.  This,  
in a sense ,  p rovided  a k ind  of «subjec t  t r a c i n g  note»,  in lo r m in g  
th e  u s e r  t h a t  a work  on  a ce r ta in  subjec t  a l so  t r ea te d  another .  
Bu t  the  necess i ty  of u s i n g  thi s  s i g n  r a th e r  t h a n  the co lon and 
su bd iv is io ns  of re la t ion  se e m s  que s t ionable .  It w a s  fur ther  
s u g g e s t e d  in the  M a n u a l, th a t  the  ap p reh en s i o n  by  a user  ot 
the  subjec t  d i s p l ay  of c a r d s  in a re pe r tor y  could  be  fac i l i ta ted  
by  the u se  of d iv i s io na ry  c a r d s  a r r a n g e d  acco rd in g  to  a colour  
c o d e :o ra n g e  for a specif ic subjec t  a n d  sub div is i ons  of rela tion,  
b lue  for the form divisions ;  g r een  for sub div i s io ns  of  place;  
ye l low for s ub d iv is io ns  of  t ime,  a n d  so  on .52
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The publ ica t ion  of  thi s  M a n u a l  t o g e t h e r  wi th  the  A b rid g e d  
G en era l T ab les, did no t  by a n y  m e a n s  m a r k  the  end  of  the 
Office’s  w o r k  o n  the  c lass i f ica t ion .  In d eed ,  i t  h a d  o n l y  j u s t  
begu n ,  for, in the per iod  1899 to 1905, the ex tende d  tab les  for 
th e  w h o le  c lass i f icat ion  w e r e  publ i shed  in fasc icu les  a n d  in 
specia l  sub jec t  M a n u a ls . Th e  f irst  of  the  fasc icules  w a s  de­
sc r ibed  a s  « S u m m a r y  of the Ru le s  adop ted  for the  E s ta b l i s h ­
m e n t  a n d  U se  of  th e  B ib l i og raph ic  Reper tor ies» .53 This  w a s  a t  
once a s u m m a r y  a nd  a rev is ion  of  the  1889 M a n u a l  a n d  w a s  
inc luded  in the  I I B  A n n u a l  for 1899,54 a n d  in each  of  the subjec t  
m a n u a l s  a f te r  th a t  t ime  unt i l  1905.

The  « S u m m a r y  of  the  Rule s»  t h o u g h  s u b s ta n t i a l ly  the s a m e  
a s  th e  M a n u a l  of 1899 d id co n ta in  s om e  modi f ic a t ion s  a nd  
re f inemen ts .  A n u m b e r  of  s i g n s  of comb ina t io n  a n d  a b b r e v ia ­
t ion  w e re  in t r oduced  to c o m pl em ent  the  s i g n s  used  for  the 
c o m m o n  subd iv is ions .  These,  it w a s  thoug ht ,  w oul d  faci l i ta te  
th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of n u m b e r s  in the ta b le s  a n d  the w r i t i n g  a nd  
r e a d i n g  of  complex  n u m b e r s  to be used in a c a r d  reper tory .  
A  s i n g l e  d a s h  w a s  used  to i nd ica te  « su bd iv id e  l ike» for the  
ana l y t ic  s ubd iv is io ns  in t h e  tables .  A  new  p roc edure  for 
j o i n i n g  the  n u m b e r s  for  w o r k s  wi th mul t ip le  sub jec ts  w a s  de­
v is ed  a l so.  I n s te a d  of  j o i n i n g  t h e m  h o r iz o n ta l l y  b y  p lu s  s igns ,  
it w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  they could  be  jo ined  v er t ic a l ly  bu  the  
u se  of  a curved  bracke t ,  espec ia l ly w he n  a k ind of f ac to r ing

Í358
623 -I (44— R.A.) w ou ld  rep lace

385(05)  (4 4 —R .A . ) + 6 2 3 . 4 ( 0 5 )  (44— R.A.) a s  the  n u m b e r  a s ­
s i g n e d  to the F re nc h  per iodical  R e v u e  d 'a r tillè r ie  which  dea l t  
with the a rm y  a n d  w i t h  m i l i t a ry  m a te r ia l s .  A n o th e r  form this 
n u m b e r  could  take,  however ,  w a s  3 5 8 + 6 2 3 . 4  (05) (44— R.A.).  
The  u se  of s q u a r e  b r ack e t s  w a s  espec ia l ly  r e c om m end ed  for 
co m p o u n d  n u m b e r s  w h e r e  t h e  colon w a s  u s e d  b u t  t o  e a c h  of 
which  ha d  been  add ed  a co m m o n  subdiv is ion  such  a s  th a t  of 
form:  [016:355] (05),  a per iodical  b ib l io g ra ph y  of mi l i t a ry
science,  in s t ead  of 016:355(05) which  would in d ic a t e  a  b ib l io ­
g r a p h y  of m i l i t a r y  period ical s .  One  ex t r em ely  im p o r ta n t  a d d i ­
t ion to the  1899 M a n u a l  w a s  an  a ux i l i a ry  tab le  of the comm on  
a na ly t ic  sub div is i ons  for  «point  of  v iew» to be used  wi t h  the  
ta b le s  for pure  an d  ap p l ie d  sc ience  a n d  for f ine a r t s .  C o m m o n  
a n a ly t i c s  w e re  to  be s ig n a l l e d  by the  use  of  a double  zero.  
T hey  a s s u r e d  a  c o m m o n  m e th o d  of i n d i c a t i n g  « th eo ry  of», 
«econ omi c  a s p e c ts  of», « m a n u f a c t u r e  of», « m a te r i a l s  used  
for», a n d  so on.

As  im p o r ta n t  s e g m e n t s  of the c lass i f ica t ion  w e re  co m p le t ­
ed, they  w e re  publ i shed  both a s  fasc icules  of  the  full ed i t ion  of 
t h e  ex te n d e d  t a b l e s  a n d  in g r o u p s  a s  spec ia l  s u b je c t  m a n u a l s  
which  co mp r i sed  sub jec t  t ab les  plus  g e n e r a l  fascicu les  such 
as  the « S u m m a r y  of the Rules»,  t ab les  of the comm on  subdi v i ­
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s io ns  a n d  so on. In 1899 a M a n u a l  for the  phys ica l  sciences  
a p p e a r e d ;  in 1900 m a n u a l s  for  p h o t o g r a p h y  a n d  ag r i cu l tu re ;  
in 1902 m a n u a l s  for l aw,  locomotion a n d  spor t s ,  a n d  o n e  for 
the  medica l  sc iences .65 Rules  for  e d i t i n g  b ib l iog raph ic  not ices ,  
fo r  the  pub l ica t ion  of b ib l iographies ,  a n d  for t h e  fo rm a t io n  of 
b ib l io g ra ph ic  r ep e r to r i e s  on  c a r d s  a p p e a r e d  in 1900.S6 I n  1902, 
th e  Conc i l i um  B ib l io g ra ph ic um ,  w h ic h  h a d  been re v is in g  the 
sec t ions  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  its work,  i ssued 
s e p a r a t e  tab les  for pa l eon to l ogy ,  for g e n e r a l  b io logy  a n d  
microscopy,  for zoo lo gy  a nd  a combined  table for  these  three 
a r ea s .  In 1905 Ri che t  a n d  J o r d a n  pu bl i sh ed  a new  edi tion of  the 
ta b l es  for phys io logy ,  arid in 1906 Field publ ished a second  ed i ­
t ion of the  ta b l es  for a n a t o m y  wi th  an  IIB impr in t .07 Final ly ,  
d u r i n g  th e  per iod  1904 to 1907 the  M a n u e l d u  R ép erto ire  B ib ­
lio g ra p h iq u e  U n iverse l, a vo lu m e  of ove r  two t h o u s a n d  pages ,  
m a d e  i ts a p p e a r a n c e ,  in co rp o ra t in g  al l  the  fascicu les of the 
c lass i f ica t ion ,  a nd  v a r io u s  rev is ions ,  cor r ec t ions  a n d  ex t ens io ns  
to  the t a b le s  which  w e re  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h a t  period.58

Afte r  1907 the  s t u d y  of the  c las s i f ica t ion  cont inu ed  and  
p r o p o s a l s  for  d e v e lo p in g  it ye t  fu r t h e r  w e r e  d r a w n  up, 
w eighed  a n d  re -examined ,  thoug h l it t le new  w o rk  w a s  a c t u a l ­
ly publ i shed  before  the  o u tb r e a k  of  the  F i r s t  Wor ld W a r . 59 
The  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  now  in the  form it w ou ld  take  un ti l  the 
second ,  m uch  de layed  ed it ion  a p p e a re d  in 1932.

T H E  B E LG IA N S AND A M ER IC A N S IN C O N FL IC T

As the  w o r k s  of  p u b l i s h in g  the  f irst  defin i t ive  ed it ion  of 
t h e  B r u s s e l s  Dec imal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  go t  u n d e r  w a y  in 1902, 
Oi le t  and  La F o n ta in e  b e g a n  to co r r e sp ond  wi th  Melvi l  D e w ­
ey a g a i n . 60 At f irst  desu l tory ,  the c o r r e sp ondence  gr e w  in 
v o lu m e  and  f requency  a f te r  the B r u s s e l s  T ab le s  ha d  been c o m ­
ple ted in 1905 a n d  a s  w o rk  on  the 7th A m e r i c a n  ed i t ion of the 
c lass i f i ca t io n  g a t h e r e d  m o m e n tu m .  Un de r ly in g  the  Belg ian  
c o r r e sponde nce  w a s  an  o v e r r i d i n g  de s i r e  to prom ote  in A m e r i ­
ca  t h ro u g h  Dewey the g e n e r a l  a i m s  of  th e  Ins t i tu te ,  a nd  p a r ­
t i cu l a r ly  to m a i n t a i n  a c lose c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  be tw een  the  A m e ­
r i can  Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  a n d  th e  E u r o p e a n  vers ion ,  a c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e  upon which,  a s  fa r  a s  O t l e t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  were  
concerned ,  all in te r na t io na l  b ib l iog raphi c  co -opera t ion  sp on sor ed  
b y  IIB w a s  predica ted .  O v e r  the A m er ican  ed i t ion of the 
c lass i f ica t ion  they ha d  no  di rect  cont ro l ,  b u t  they could  t ry  as  
m u c h  a s  poss ib le  bo th  to e n s u r e  t h a t  the  B e lg ia n  edi tion did 
not  differ  f rom the  1894 A m er ica n  Dewey upon which  it w a s  
model led (for  l it t le no t ice  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  been ta ken  of  the 
6th,  1899 A m er ican  ed it ion of the c lass i f ica t ion)  a n d  then,  
t h a t  a n y  n e w  A m e r ic a n  ed i t i o n s  sh o u ld  r e s e m b le  th e i r s  a s  
m u c h  as  possible.
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O t l e t ’s  hopes  of Amer ica  and  Dewey a n d  h is  d i s a p p o in t ­
m e n ts  were  expressed  in a let te r w r i t t e n  to Dewey  in 1903 
a f te r  a m ut ua l  s i lence of over  a year .  H a v i n g  e xp la in ed  w h a t  the 
In s t i t u t e  h ad  been d o in g  in a ge ne ra l  w a y  up  to t h a t  t ime  a n d  
the  specif ic s t a g e  re ached  in th e  de v e lo p m e n t  and  publ ica t ion  
of the  c las s i f ica t ion  ( the  su bj ec t  m a n u a l s ) ,  Otle t ,  a d v e r t i n g  t o  
th e  pr inc ipa l  goa l  of all of thi s  act ivi ty ,  observed:

If th ree  y e a rs  a g o  w e had  been  ab le  to  g e t ag reem en t in  o rg a n is in g  
b ib lio g rap h ic  w o rk  in  A m erica in  p erfec t co n co rd an ce  w ith  th a t  u n ­
d e rtak en  by  us in  E urope. I th in k  w e w ould  hav e  been  v e ry  m uch 
fu r th e r  a lo n g  to d ay ; w e sh o u ld  h a v e  ra llied  a ll those  w ho h e sita ted  
to  the cau se  o f b ib lio g rap h ic  u n ity  and  to  in te rn a tio n a l co -opera tion  
in  th is  m a tte r . U n happ ily  o u r  m ovem ent h a s  n o t been  su s ta in ed  in  
Am erica, d esp ite  num ero u s a p p ea ls  to  those  w e  th o u g h t cou ld  have 
helped us. W e c an n o t g e t here  th e  co n sid erab le  su m s w ith  w hich 
your k ings of In d u s try  g ra tify  your lib raries. It is necessa ry  fo r us 
to  do  m uch w ith  little .“1

At the  fo u n ta in h e a d  of t h e  c a u s e  of  b ib l io gr aph ic  unity- 
lay the  Decimal  Clas s i f ica t ion ,  and  O t l e t  we lcomed the  r e s u m p ­
tion of r e la t io ns  wi th  i ts  inventor :

I hope th a t  from  now  on w e w ill be  ab le  to  hav e  a re g u la r  c o rre sp o n ­
dence. a n d  th a t  you w ill n o t ab an d o n  any  lo n g e r  to  an  ad o p tiv e  
fa th e r th e  care  of su p e rv is in g  the p ro g re ss  in th e  w orld  o f th e  
D ecim al C lassifica tio n  o f w hich you a re  and  sh o u ld  rem ain  the 
n a tu ra l fa th e r.“

H e  voiced a s im i la r  se n t i m e n t  four  y e a r s  la te r  w h e n  the B r u s ­
se ls  ed it ion  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  comple ted.  I ts  p r inc ip les  
h ad  been expou nde d  en th u s i a s t ic a l l y  by  H e n r y  Hop wood before  
the Li b ra ry  Assoc ia t ion  in Londo n,03 a n d  Ot le t  d r e w  this 
t a lk  a n d  the  s u b s e q u e n t  d i s cuss i on  of it to D ew ey ’s a t ten t ion .0’ 
B ut  the  ne w A m e r i c a n  ed i t ion ha d  still  not  appe a red ,  a n d  Ot le t  
w a s  t ro ubl ed  bv the  delav.  H e  feared  t h a t  th e  new  Am er i ca n  
edi t ion ,  w he n  it f ina l ly  s a w  the  l ight  of  day,  m i g h t  sh o w  th a t  
the « in tegr i ty»  of the 1894 c lass i f ica t ion  had not  been m a i n t a i n ­
ed. Ot le t  had  insi s ted f rom the v e r y  f irst  on  the  essen t ia l  in ­
v io lab i l i ty  of  the  n u m b e r s  of the  1894 ed it ion  as  the on ly  w a y  
to  avoid  local v a r ia t i o n s  in th e  c lass i f ica t ion .  The  1894 ed i t ion 
had  been  se t  up a s  a n  in te rn a t io na l  s t a n d a r d  g u a r d e d  j e a lo u s ­
ly by the  Inst i tute .  Ot le t  ha d  w r i t te n  to Dewey a t  the t ime  the  
p r i n t i n g  of the  Brus se l s  ed i t ion  w a s  u n d e r  way :  «1 hope  you 
a r e  fol lowing  o u r  work  a t te n t iv e ly  a n d  a re  sat i s f ied  wi th the  
effort  t h a t  w e  have  m a d e  to  p re se rve  the in t egr i t y  of the  Deci ­
mal  Class i f icat ion»-65 F o u r  ye a r s  la ter ,  r a th e r  anx ious ly ,  he 
wrote :

T here  a rc  co m p la in ts  th a t  so  l ittle  is  know n ab o u t developm ents lo  
the 1894 ed ition ! T o th o se  w ho p ass  on  these  c o m p la in ts  to  m e, 1 tell 
them  th a t you a re  th e  g re a t  cu lp rit, th a t you  do n o t in te re s t yourself 
an y  m ore  in v o u r ow n child now  th a t it h a s  g ro w n  up a n d  m arried  
b ib liog raphy . W icked fa ther! Show  th a t you a re  capab le  o f rem o rse  and  
use  y o u r go o d  tim e  to  re g a in  lo s t t im e ."
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Dewey met O t l e t ’s  o v e r tu re s  grac ious ly .  H e  re fe r red  a 
le t ter  of enqu i ry  about  the  c lass i f ica t ion  in fore ign la n g u a g e s  
to  Ot le t  wi th  the r e m a r k  t h a t  in fu ture  all such  enqui r ies  
wou ld  be d i rec ted  to him,  s a y i n g

W e feei s tro n g ly  th e  need  of h a v in g  th e  new  ed ition  in h arm ony  
w ith  y o u r w o rk  and  a re  w illin g  to  keep in h a rm o n v  w ith  you. Your 
w ork has been do n e  w ith  ra re  sy m p ath y , skill and  efficiency, a n d  you 
deserve  any  co -opera tion  w e can  ren d er. It is. o f course, to  o u r m utua l 
in te res t th a t th e  sam e ed ition  be  used  on  bo th  sid es o f the A tlan tic  
a n d  w e  w ill a s  fa r a s  possib le  a d o p t th e  new  fe a tu res  you  hav e  in tro ­
duced, and  hope you  w ill see y o u r w ay  c lear to  adop t m ost o f o u rs  
so  th a t th e  jo in t book w ill be m ore  usefu l o n  bo th  s id e s  o f th e  A tla n ­
tic . I feei th e  free r  in th is  m a tte r  becau se  from  th e  f irs t  I h a v e  assu red  
you th a t th e  I IB  w a s  w elcom e to  any  re tu rn s  it could  g e t from  the 
sa le  of the book in  F rench ,07

Dewey repea te d  this se n t im e n t  r e a s s u r i n g l y  a t  r e g u la r  in te r ­
va ls .  a n d  a spec ies  of  co-operat ion in the deve lo pm en t  of  the 
c lass i f ica t io n  em erged .  Ot le t ,  h o p in g  to m a k e  u se  of w h a t  lit t le 
t ime  re m a in ed  before the  B ru s se l s  Dewey  w a s  f inished asked  
r e pea te d ly  for «a no t e  s u m m a r i s i n g  the pr inc ipa l  c r i t i ci sms 
which have  been m a d e  of  the Decimal  Classi f ica t ion» ,  a nd  for 
th e  proofs of  a ny  ta b le s  th a t  Dewey ' s  A m er ican  co l la bo ra to rs  
m ig h t  h a v e  d r a w n  up  for the new  A m e r i c a n  ed i t ion.00 Not  
m uc h se em ed  to  c om e  of t he se  reques t s ,  p r e s u m a b ly  because  
the  A m er ica n  ed it ion  w a s  no t  ye t  very  fa r  adv anc ed .

Tw o sec t ions  of  the c lass i f ica t ion  t a b l e s  not  yet  revised  in 
B rus se l s  in 1903 had  cau sed  the  B e lg ia n s  d is t ress :  the  tab les  
for m a th e m a t i c s ,  a n d  those  for  chemis t ry ,  a n d  Ot le t  wro te  to 
Dewey for help.69 Ot le t  h ad  h a d  g r e a t  dif ficul ty f ind ing  a s u i t ­
ab le  c o l la bo ra to r  for m a th em a t ic s .  H i s  f riend Léon Losseau,  
l e a r n i n g  of this, had  come a c ro ss  a p ro fe sso r  at  th e  Athénée  
de M o n s  w ho  w a s  w i l l i n g  to u n d e r t a k e  the  work.  T h o u g h  Los­
se a u  pronounc ed  the  ta b le s  for m a t h e m a t i c s  th a t  w e re  d r a w n  
up by the end of 1903 «very  good».  O t l e t  found th a t  it was  
a lm o s t  imposs ib le  to m ake  them tak e  into accou nt  the h e a d in g s  
of the In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of  M a t h e m a t i c i a n s .  H e  wro te  to 
Dewey for  an  op in ion  on r ad ic a l ly  c h a n g i n g  the  c lass if ica t ion  
for both m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  chemis t ry .  Dewey did not  fully 
u n d e r s t a n d  the difficulty,  t h o u g h  he had  h ad  a no te  abou t  the 
tables  for m a t h e m a t i c s  f rom Field in Zur ich  which in co rpora t ­
ed the op in io ns  of  a n u m b e r  of E u r o p e a n  professors ,  the s u b ­
s t a n c e  of whose  v i ews  he passed  on to O t le t .70

O n e  of the Belg ian  co l l ab o ra to r s  on  the chem is t ry  tab les  had 
t h o u g h t  he h a d  d isc erned  the  use  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n u a l  on  
ch em is t r y  in the  A m e r ic a n  tables .  Ot le t ,  therefore ,  wro te  to 
Dewey a s k i n g  for the n a m e  of the w o rk s  t h a t  ha d  been used in 
c o m p i l i n g  th e  1894 ed i t ion  of the  c lass i f ica t ion .  By re fe r r i ng  
to these  works .  Ot le t  t h o u g h t  th a t  the  I IB ' s  co l l ab o ra to rs  could 
be t te r  a p p r e c ia te  w h a t  h ad  been done  in the 1894 edi t ion,  and
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could  therefore  m a i n t a i n  i ts sp i r i t  m ore  easi ly.  Dewey  a n s w e ­
red thi s  le t ter  w i t h  a r a th e r  full descr ip t ion  of  how the  c la s s i ­
f icat ion h ad  been  compiled :

T here  is h a rd ly  a su b jec t of th e  D ecim al C lassifica tio n  w here  w e could 
sa y  w e ad o p ted  an y o n e 's  c la ss ifica tio n . A t f irs t  w e co llected  a ll the 
h e ad in g s  from  all th e  su b jec t c a ta lo g u e s  o f lib ra rie s  w e  could  get, 
to  f in d  w h a t g ro u p in g s  had  been ad o p ted  in  a n  e ffo r t to  m eet th e  
needs o f lib ra ries . T hen , in  c o n su lta tio n  w ith  p ro fesso rs  a n d  o th er sp e ­
c ia lis ts  o n  each  su b ject, w e  tried  to  a r ra n g e  th is  m a te ria l u n d e r  the 
h e ad s  th a t  w o u ld  p rac tica lly  be  m o st usefu l. T he inv erted  B acon ian  
o rder u sed  by  \V. T. H a rr is ,  now  U . S . C om m issioner o f E ducation , 
de te rm in ed  th e  g e n e ra l o rd e r b u t th e  c la sses  w ere bound  to  be p re tty  
n e a rly  w h a t they  a re . W e have com pared  a ll a lo n g  ev e ry th in g  availab le  
in  c lass ifica tio n , bu t in th e  n a tu re  o f th in g s , m o st c la ss ifica tio n s w ere 
fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t of a  sc ien tific  spec ia lis t and  n o t o f  a lib ra rian  
co llec tin g  a n d  c la ss ify in g  a g re a t q u a n tity  o f books, p am phle ts , c lip ­
p in g s  and  n o tes . O u r adv ice  has been ch iefly  from  u n iv ers ity  p ro fesso rs  
in th e  v a rio u s sub jects, and  o th e r sp ec ia lis ts  w o rk in g  from  d istin c tly  
p rac tica l ends.71

O n  the  whole,  the  co -opera t ion  be tw een  the B e lg ia n s  a nd  
the  A m e r i c a n s  did not  g e t  u n d e r  w a y  soon  en o u g h  or quickly 
eno ug h for it to h a v e  ha d  much inf luence  on the  s e t t i n g  u p  of 
th e  t ab le s  of the c lass i f ica t ion  cont a in e d  in the  M a n u a l o f  tile  
R B U . But  a f te r  1906 w he n  the  A m e r i c a n s  b e g a n  to w o r k  much 
m or e  ac t ive ly  th a n  they  had  d o n e  before on  the 7th A m e r ic a n  
edi t ion of  the  c lass i f ica t ion ,  f ina lly i s sued  in 1911, Ot le t  and  
La F o n t a i n e  found  thems elves  f igh t in g  a p r o t r a c te d  r e a r g u a r d  
ac tion to  pro tec t  the ir  d e ve lopm en ts  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion  and  
wi th  th e m  the  c a u s e  of b ib l io graph ica l  u n i ty  be tw een  Am er ica  
a n d  Europe .  It b e g a n  w i t h  M a y  Sey mo ur .  Dewey ' s  ed itor ia l  a s ­
s i s t a n t  for  th e  DC,  a s k i n g  La  F o n t a i n e  for  a list of the  t r e a ­
t ises  used by the B e lg ia ns  to deve lop the  B ru ss e l s  Dewey.  
Dewey wi th ou t  w a i t i n g  for an  a n s w e r  fol lowed her  le t te r wi th 
another :

I w an t to  pu t it m uch s tro n g e r  th a n  h a s  M iss Seym our. I adm ire  
so  g re a tly  th e  sp ir it in  w hich you and  y o u r co lleag u es hav e  w orked 
th a t 1 shall s tra in  a  p o in t w herever possib le  to  m ake ou r people s a ­
tisfied  to  accep t y o u r decisions. I w a n t you, therefore, to  g ive me 
a ll th e  l ig h t you can  th a t w ill help  u s  to  g e t y o u r  p o in t o f view . 
C an  you n o t m ake a lis t o f people  w ho  d id  th e  w o rk  o n  th e  d ifferen t 
sub jec ts , so  if occasion  a r ise s  w e can  ask  fu rth e r questions. My 
a ttitu d e  o f m ind is to  keep in h a rm o n y  w ith  you un less  it is  g o in g  to 
m ake  se rio u s tro u b le  here.

La F on ta ine ,  w h o  w r o te  and  spoke  E n g l i s h  wi th re la t ive  ease,  
a nd  wi th  who m M a y  S e y m o u r  s e e m s  to have  prefer red to c o r ­
r espond,  h a n d e d  the  le t ters  to O t l e t  to a n sw er ,  which  he did,  
m uch  gra t i f ied  by  the ex pr ess io ns  of go o d  wil l  a n d  co-operat ion 
the y  cont a in ed . 72 O v e r  the  next  few y e a r s  a s po rad i c  c o r r e s ­
pon denc e  e n su ed  as  p a r t s  of  the  B e lg ia n  ta b le s  were  t r a n s l a ­
ted into E n g l i s h  a n d  s e n t  for  checkin g  to Otlet  a n d  La Fon ta i ne ,  
a n d  a s  both new E u ro p e a n  a n d  A m e r ic a n  p ro p o sa ls  for re ­
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vision in the  t ab le s  w e re  d r a w n  up. In 1908 Dewey received 
modi f ic a t ion s  s u g g e s t e d  by Field in Zur ich  for the  ta b le s  for 
610, 611 a n d  612 a n d  he w a s  inc l ined to accept  them.  They  were  
sen t  off to Brusse l s  s om e  t ime e a r l y  in 1909 for c o m m ent .73

E ar ly  in 1908 Adolf  L a w  V ö g e  a p p e a re d  in D ew ey ’s office 
wi th  a propos a l  to develop 621.3, E lect r ic i ty  in Indus t ry ,  
a nd  wi th  a reques t  for S 1,000 to permi t  h im to g o  a w a y  to do 
this.  Dewey w a s  im pre sse d  by Vöge ,  a n d  w r o te  off to Field 
a n d  to Ot le t  m a k i n g  enqu i r ies  about  him. All th a t  Ot le t  knew 
of h im  w a s  tha t  he h ad  worked  wi th  Field in Zurich ,  w a s  an  
in te l l igen t  a n d  h a r d w o r k i n g  m a n  w i t h  a g o o d  k n o w le d g e  of  
the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  a n d  h a d  left th .1 Co nc i l i um  Biblio- 
g r a p h i c u m  to take a be t te r  posi t ion wi th  a n  Amer ican  
ind us t r ia l  concern.  The  n e got ia t io ns  for this  posi t ion had fallen 
th r o u g h  as  a resu l t  of  a ge ne ra l  f inanc ia l  s lu m p  a t  t h e  t ime.  
E a r l y  in 1908, Vöge  h ad  dec ided to t u r n  once  a g a i n  to biblio­
g r a p h y  a n d  to Europe ,  a n d  w a s  soon  expec ted  in Brusse l s .  By 
the  end  of  1908, V öge  ha d  m a d e  s u g g e s t i o n s  for modi f ica t ions  
in 640, 661 a n d  669. H i s  s tu dy  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  of  the 
chemica l  e le m en ts  in 54 ha d  been publ i shed  in the I IB  B u lle tin  
a n d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  IIB Pub l ic a t io n  in th a t  s a m e  year .74

A co n t r o v er sy  f la red up  as  a resu l t  of V ö g e ’s work,  for he 
had  su g g e s t e d ,  especia l ly  in chemis t ry ,  fu n d a m e n ta l  ch a n g e s  
in the subd iv i s ions  of  the  1894 Class i f ica t ion .  Ot le t  a n d  La 
F o n t a i n e  a d d r e s s e d  a jo in t  note to Dewey,  Field a nd  Genera l  
Seber t  about  it. A conve rs a t io n  wi th  Seber t  in P a r i s ,  a n d  the 
pe ru sa l  of  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  which  had pa ss e d  be tween  the Ame­
r icans .  C l e m e n t  A n d r e w s  of  the  J o h n  C r e r a r  L i b r a r y  a n d  W a l ­
ler  S ta n le y  Biscoc of Ihe New York S t a t e  Li b ra ry  (one of 
Dewey’s  m o s t  fai thful  a n d  h a r d w o r k i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a s s i s ­
t a n t s ) ,  convinced Ot le t  comple te ly  of the  unacceptab i l i ty  of 
Vöge ' s  su g g e s t e d  c h a n g e s  in l i g h t ' o f  « the  g i e a t  effort  which 
w a s  m a d e  in the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of the  t ab le s  of  the Ins t i tu te  to 
conser ve  you r  [Dewey ' s  1894] c lass i f ica t ion  nu m be rs» .  A p p a r ­
en t ly  the A m er ic ans  acquiesced  in this view,  too, for a shor t  
w hi le  lator,  Ot le t  w r o te  to .May S e y m o u r  t h a t  he  noted,  with 
respect  to the  dev e lo pm en t  of 54 Chem is t r y ,  th a t  «you have  not  
g iv en  a pp rov a l  to Mr . Vöge ,  and  very  cau t iou s ly  leave  all r a ­
dical modi f ica t ion  to a future edit ion»! The  ques t ion ,  he ob se rv ­
ed, «is not  r ipe  and  Mr .  Vöge,  h a s  no  fixed opin ions  h i m ­
self».76

Never the less ,  a ba t t l e  l ine had  qui te  defini te ly  formed by 
thi s  t ime.  In 1904 M a y  S e y m o u r  h a d  sen t  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  the 
B e lg ia n  ta b le s  for the  m i l i t a ry  sc iences lo La F o n t a i n e  to 
check.  It w a s  a good  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  he observed ,  but  «f ir st  you 
h a v e  not  t r a n s l a te d  the in t r od uc to ry  notes  of  the mi l i t a ry  tables 
a n d  these  notes  a re  abso l u te ly  ne c e ss a ry  to u n d e r s t a n d  the 
whole  scheme,  and  second you  h a v e  not  ad o p te d  o u r  w r i t i n g  of
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the  dec imal  numbers .  You w r i t e  355.342.1 in s t ead  of 
35 .534 .21.»76 H e  w e n t  on  to  expla in  w h y  (his me thod  of w r i t ­
in g  the  n u m b e r s  w a s  so  im p o r t a n t  a n d  how in o ther  p a r t s  of 
the  ta b le s  it freed n u m b e r s  to be ex tens ive ly  developed by the 
use  of a zero a n d  doub le  zero.  No c o m m e n t  se em s to h a v e  been 
m a d e  on th i s  in Amer ica .  Th re e  yea r s  later ,  w hen  Ot le t  ha d  
rev iewed the A m e r ic a n  proofs  for 37 a nd  07, he  asked:  «Will  
you a d o p t  the  use  of  the  pa re n th es i s ,  ( ) ,  a nd  of t h e  tw o points ,  
in the  se ns e  t h a t  we  have  recognised .  It is m o s t  impo r tan t ,  
cap i ta l  even,  from the po in t  of  view of ou r  p ro g re s s  in Europe. . .  
Will you tell us  you r  dec is ion?  I remind  you of the Engl i sh  
s tu dy  p re sen t ed  by Mr . Hopwood. . .».  Ag ain  there  w a s  no  answer .  
A yea r  la te r  Ot le t  wro te  once  m o re  to M a y  S e y m o u r  th a t  
st ill  he ha d  not  been info rmed of any  verdic t  on  th e  use  of the 
co m m o n  subdiv is ions :

W e observe, re a d in g  y o u r  d ra fts , th a t you have a lread y  ad o p ted  cer­
ta in  of o u r id eas o n  th e  su b ject, especially  the u se  o f 0  to  form  w ha t 
w e  hav e  ca lled  th e  a n a ly tic  subd iv isions. (These a re  o f th e  u tm o s t 
im p o rtan ce .) ... th ey  hav e  been th e  so le  m ean s w e hav e  found  of recon­
c ilin g  m u ltip le  d e s id e ra ta : m a in ta in in g  the D ecim al C lassifica tion  

(fo rm er ed itio n s) in  i ts  in te rg r ity ;  g iv in g  to  it th e  p o ssib ility  of c la ss ify ­
in g  in d e ta il a s  is n ecessa ry  in  b ib liog raphy ; b r in g in g  a log ical, 
g en era lised , sy s tem atic  c h a ra c te r  to  the c lass ifica tio n  in d isp en sab le  for 
g a in in g  a d h e re n ts  in L atin  and  G erm an  coun tries . W e ask  you a g a in  
u rg e n tly  to  s tu d y  th e  q u estion  a n e w ... th e  w o rk  of M r. H o p w o o d ... 
h as expressed  ou r th o u g h t very  c learly  on th is  sub ject and  w as 
published o n ly  a f te r  co n fe rrin g  w ith  us.77

M a y  S e y m o u r  did a t  l a s t  a ns w er ,  and  h e r  l e n g th y  rep ly  
s t r e ss e d  th e  d i ffe ren t  poin ts  of v ie w  from w hic h  the  A m er ican  
a n d  the Be lg ian  c la ss i f i ca t io ns  h ad  been d r a w n  up. Sh e  a d ­
mi t ted ,  wi t h  r eg re t ,  the  ex is tence  of d i ve rgenc ie s  f rom the  
B rus se l s  t a b le s  in the new  A m er ica n  edit ion:

W c ad m ire  g re a tly  th e  in g en u ity  o f the IIB  co m b in in g  sym bols and 
a p p rec ia te  th e ir convenience fo r b ib liog raphy . In  a  few d ay s w e w ill 
s tu d y  them  anew  for u se  in th e  preface to  E d itio n  Seven, w here  we 
sha ll recom m end them  for m in u te  c la ss ifica tio n  of n o tes  a n d  b iblio­
g rap h ic  re fe re n c e s ... M r. H opw ood 's exposition  is adm irab le .

The re a so n s  w e can n o t in co rp o ra te  these  sy m b o ls in th e  tab les  
a s  e sse n tia ls  are :
1) S helf n u m b ers m ust be sim ple  arab ic  n u m era ls  w ith  a s in g le  deci­
m al a f te r  th e  f irs t th ree  figu res . It is im practica l to  u se  s ig n s  o r  to  
m u ltip ly  o r  sh ift the decim al p o in t to  sh o w  log ical re fin em en ts 
because:

a) m akes th e  num bers look so  p e rp lex in g ly  com plicated  a s  to 
p re jud ice  m an y  p e rso n s  a t  f irs t g lan ce  beyond the pow er of a rg u m en t;

b ) lib ra rie s  have to  u se  such cheap help to  ge t books from  the 
she lves a n d  rep lace  th em  th a t com plicated  n u m b ers  cau se  m any  
m istakes;

c) d a n g e r  of e rro rs  from  com plicated  n u m b er is  a lso  m ultip lied  
in  a  lib ra ry  by  th e  m an y  d iffe ren t p lac es  in  w hich the c lass  num ber 
of a book is  recorded;
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d) the tim e requ ired  for the necessa rily  rep ea ted  w ritin g  of 
l ib ra ry  num bers is  p o ten tia lly  g re a te r  for com plicated  th a n  fo r sim ple 
o n es.
2) O ur form  d iv is io n s a re  used  so  w idely in lib ra rie s  for sueli a larg e  
a m o u n t o f m a te ria l th a t th e  inconvenience and  expense of c h an g in g  
them  on  a v a s t num ber o f vo lum es and  reco rds now  b e a rin g  them  
w o u ld  o u tw e ig h  a lm o st a n y  theo re tic  a rg u m e n t io r  y o u r  ( O ') ,  even 
if y o u r  cu rv es did n o t add  tw o  ch a ra c te rs  to  o u r  n u m b ers a n d  lessen  
th e ir sim plic ity .

W e g re a tly  re g re t th e  d ifference be tw een  DC a n d  CD n u m b ers for 
th e  sam e th in g  (i. e. form  d iv is io n s) and  th e  co n seq u en t u se  of th e  
sam e  num ber fo r tw o  d iffe re n t th in g s  (i. e. O by  DC io r form  and  
b y  C D  for g e n e ra litie s  [a c tu a lly  a n a ly tic  su b d iv is io n s]) . W e o u g h t if 
possib le  to  find som e w ay  to  avoid  th is c lash , s ince  w e  m u tu a lly  dep ­
lo re  lit and  reco g n ise  i ts  d isa d v an tag e s . F o r  y ou . un tram m eled  by c o n ­
s id e ra tio n  o f lib ra ry  call n u m bers a n d  she li use, y o u r  p lan  h a s  a d v a n ­
ta g e s  o v er o u rs ; but for us, bu rdened  by a  heavy tra in  of u sa g e  and 
p ledges not to  m ake c h an g es  except for a g a in  o u tw e ig h in g  their 
c o s t and  a lso  by  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p rincip le  of lim itin g  o u r n o ta tio n  
to  o u r  tab les , it is  im possib le  ...7S

I t  w a s  c i ca r  f rom thi s  l e t te r  th a t  d iv ergen c ie s  w o u ld  in e v i t a b ­
ly  con t in ue  to  occur ,  espec ia l ly  g iven  the  use  o í  the  comm on 
sub div is ions .  By dev is i ng  the ta b le s  of the co m m o n  sub div is i ons  
the  B e lg ia ns  ha d  re leased  m a n y  nu m b er s  ior  fur ther  and  
p a ra l le l  deve lopment  in a w a y  t h a t  w a s  imposs ib le  for the 
A m e r i c a n s  to follow if they took c o g n iz a n c e  of t he se  comm on 
a s p e c ts  of sub jec ts  v a r io u s ly  in the  ta b le s  themselves .  Inevi ­
t a b l y  n u m b e r s  w oul d  be blocked in the A m e r ic a n  ta b l es  a nd  
t h e  e n u m e r a t i o n  of subd iv is i ons  a f te r  them wou ld  differ  from 
t h a t  of the Belg ians .  Ot le t  fought  back.  H e  s e n t  off a l m o s t  im­
m edia te ly  two notes  to co un te r  M a y  S e y m o u r ’s a r g u m e n t s  
a g a i n s t  the Be lg ian  c lass i f icat ion.  O n e  w a s  ca l led «An E x a m i ­
na t i o n  of the  A r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  the U se  of C o m po s i te  N u m ­
be rs  in Librar ies» ,  the  other ,  « H o w  to  C om bi ne  the Nota t io n  
of  the Decimal  Cla ss i f ic a t ion ,  W id e s p r e a d  in Amer ica ,  with 
t h a t  of the CD.  Pr in c ip a l ly  used in Europe» .79 P r e s u m a b l y  they 
had  no effect a n d  as  m ore  a nd  more  of th e  A m e r i c a n  ta b les  
w e re  prepared .  Otlet  a nd  La F o n ta in e  be cam e  in crea s in g ly  
d i s tur bed .  Af te r rece iv ing  the ta b le s  for 62, Ot le t  wro te ,  «At 
f ir s t  s igh t ,  1 ob se rv e  wi th  g r ea t  r e g r e t  n u m e r o u s  d iv ergenc ie s  
in the c lass i f ica t ion .»  La te r  in the month ,  he received the  tables  
for 621.3—9 a n d  for 614.84 and  a g a i n  he a nd  his c o l le ague s  had 
no t iced  wi th  d i s m ay

th e  co n sid erab le  n u m b er of m o d ifications to  th e  CD, and  w e  w a n t to  
a sk  you in all c a se s  to  con lorm  a s  s tric tly  as possible. W e have m ade 
a  very  g re a t effo rt to  m ain ta in  the o r ig in a l o rd e r o f th e  c la ss if ica ­
tion. I t  is  therefo re  sim ple  recip rocity  th a t w e a s k ... The D ecim al 
C lass ific a tio n  h a s  m ad e  g re a t  p ro g re s s  in  E urope in  these  la s t  y ears, 
a n d  i ts  a d v a n ta g e s  a re  b e g in n in g  to  be u n d ersto o d ; th e  trem en d o u s 
su p p len ess  g iven  to  it by o u r  In s titu te  by w ay  of th e  p rinc ip les  of 
co m b in a tio n  h as a lso  been n o ted . B ut a ll th e  fru its  of nu m ero u s y ea rs  
o f p ro p a g an d a  and  of b a ttl in g  for th e  su p erio r p rincip le  w ill b e ’ lost. 
I t  is necessa ry  n ev er to  lose s ig h t of th e  u n ification  o f c la ss ifica tio n  —
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the p re sen t e ig h th  ed ition  (sic) should  no t g ive  to  a d v e rsa r ie s  th e
m ea n s  o f sa y in g : look the dec im alis ts  them selves a re  no t ab le  to  
a g re e  am o n st them selves.

So m e  w eeks  la ter .  M a y  S e y m o u r  wro te  t h a t  sh e  had  ha d  no  
t im e to  respo nd  to a reques t  by Ot le t  for de ta i led  r e a s o n s  for 
the  in cr ea s i ng ly  f r eq u en t  and  obvious  d ive rgenc i es  be tween 
the  tw o c lass i f ica t ions .  In a s udden  fury.  La F o n t a i n e  picked 
up h is  pen a n d  a d d r e s s e d  her  in forceful bu t  s l ig h t ly  broken 
Engl i sh :

You w rite : it h as been im possib le as y e t to  m ake  o u t fo r u s  a  schedule  
of re a so n s  fo r v a r ia tio n  from  C D  tab le s . W e can  o n ly  a n sw e r one 
th ing- th a t  v a r ia tio n  is  fo r the success w hole  o v er th e  w orld  o f th e  
DC the g re a te s t  h in d ran ce  w hich can  be  p laced  in o u r  w ay . The CD. 
a s  w c hav e  com prehended  it. is  p e n e tra t in g  in  th e  m ost d iffe ren t d o ­
m ain s o f sc ience and  k now ledge. You a re  o n ly  th in k in g  of lib ra ry  
w ork : th a t  is  th e  m istake. You affirm  you  w ish  to  keep in  p e rfec t h a r ­
m ony  w ith  1. I B. W e a re  o b lig ed  to  s ta te  th a t  you  a re  in perfect 
d ish a rm o n y . W e u n fo rtu n a te ly  have no  m ore  hope to  convince you. If 
w o m u st send  to  you n o tes abou t th e  d ra f ts  su b m itted  by you it is 
because  w e th in k  it is  o u r  d u ty  to  d o  so. P lease  com m u n ica te  th is 
le tte r  to  M r. Dewey.

La F o n ta in e  the n  proceeded  to  a de ta i led  cr i t ic ism of aspec ts  
of  the  c lass i f ica t ion .  U n d e r  013 he wrote ,  re f e r r in g  to th e  u se  
of the  p a r e n th e s e s  a n d  the  colon,  «how is it possible  not  to u n ­
d e r s ta n d  th a t  the s ys te m  of C D  is m o re  c le a r  a n d  a d e q u a t e  as  
DC». At  641 h is  ire b roke  out  a g a i n :  «we c a n  only s a y  o ne  th ing  
th a t  i t  is vex ing ,  vexing ,  vex in g ,  to  see al l  ou r  sub div is i ons  
c h a n g e d  wi th ou t  th e  le as t  u t i l i ty»  a n d  he poin ted  out  t h a t  at 
641.4 on ly  one  of the  Be lg ia n  sub div is i ons  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  by 
the  A m e r i c a n s  yet  m a n y  of the va r i a t i o n s  w e re  qu i te  a r b i ­
t ra ry .  H e  fol lowed thi s  r e m a r k  with e igh t  a n g r y  exc lam at ion  
poin ts .80

This,  however ,  b y  no  m e a n s  m a r k e d  a ru p tu r e  of re la t io ns  
be tw een  the  two g ro u p s ,  th ough  there  w a s  a gen e ra l  s l a c k e n ­
i n g  off of cor re spo ndence .  In 1909 the B e lg ia n s  h a d  begu n 
to w or k  on n e w  ta b le s  for medic ine ,  h o p i n g  to ach ieve  a p e r ­
fect pa ra l l e l i s m  be twe en  611-Ana tom y a n d  616-Pathology .  
A provis iona l  m a n u a l  i n c o rp o ra t in g  m uch of the  n e w  m a t e ­
r ial  a n d  m a n y  of the  mod i f ica t ion s  of the old m a t e r i a l  w a s  
p repa red  for  Dent i s t ry .  Ot let  w r o te  to M a y  S e y m o u r  t h a t  the 
In te rn a t i o n a l  F ede ra t io n  for D en t i s t r y  (which  pub l i shed  th e  
m a n u a l  a f te r  the W ar )  w a s  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  in te re s t  in it. It 
required f a r - r eac hi ng  and  par t i cu la r ly  «del icate»  dec is ions,  he 
bel ieved,  a n d  in a de ta i led  let ter,  ex a m in e d  w h y  d isc ordances  
be tween  611 arid 616  had  a r i sen  a n d  w e re  now h i n d e r i n g  the  
de ve lo pm ent  of  the  tab les .  H e  recogn ise d  t h a t  a f inal  decision,  
in v o lv in g  so  m u c h  c h a n g e  f rom the  o r ig in a l  c lass i f icat ion,  l ay 
in D ew ey ’s  ow n ha nd s ,  for  the  IIB ha d  fai th ful ly  fol lowed an d  
w a s  f i rml y  com mi t te d  to fo l lo wi ng  the  ea r l i e r  Í894 edi t ion.  I t  
p roved  impossible ,  desp i te  repea ted  appl i ca t io n ,  to ge t  a defi­
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ni te  a n s w e r  f rom Dewey.  L a te  in 1909 a n d  ear ly  in 1910 Ot le t  
h ad  as ke d  for a r epor t  a n d  a g a i n  t o w a r d s  th e  end  of 1910 he 
wrot e  to Dewey wi th  a n  u r g e n t  reques t  for  s om e  w or d  on  the 
medical  t ables .  The  A m e r ic a n  ed i t ion  of the  w hol e  c lass if ica t ion 
a p p e a r e d  in 1911, a n d  the g i ve -and - ta ke  of rev is ion  and 
counter - rev is ion  m or e  or  less c eased  wi t hou t  the m a t t e r  h a v i n g  
been reso lved.  O t l e t  ex a m in e d  his copy  of the  n e w  D ew ey  wi th  
p le a s u r e  and  in te res t :  «We proceed  very  much in a g r e e m e n t  on 
essen t ia l  l ines.  The  de ta i l s  wil l  h a r m o n i s e  la te r  by  the  very  
force of  th ing s .»  B u t  the r e m a r k  which followed s e e m s  lo have 
been  h a l f -h ea r t ed ;  «The pr inc iple  is  es tab l i s hed ,  t h a t  th e re  is 
on ly  o ne  Decimal  C las s i f ic a t i on  a n d  this c lass i f ica t ion  is un i ­
versa l» .81

In  th e  next  year .  O t le t  received a re ques t  f rom a scient is t  
in U r b a n a ,  Il l inois ,  for permis s io n  to t r a n s l a t e  the  Be lg ian  
M a n u a l o f th e  R B U . O t l e t  w o n d e re d  w h a t  D ew ey ’s op in io n  on 
th is  p roposa l  m ig h t  be, g iven  the d if fe rences th a t  h a d  deve lop­
ed in  th e  c lass i f icat ion.  H e  w a s  r a th e r  br u sq u e ly  in fo rme d of 
this. Dewey  w a s  led by  the le t ter  to su sp ec t  t h a t  they in A m e r ­
ica had

n o t kep t you w ell in form ed  of o u r  ow n m ethods o f p ro g re ss . W e are, 
a s  w e th o u g h t you knew , u s in g  y o u r tab le s  a s  a b a s is  for all ou r 
w ork w ith  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  to  accep t y o u r re su lts  w ith o u t ch ange , 
excep t w h ere  th e  w e ig h t o f ad v erse  c ritic ism , d iscovery  o f  a c tu a l e r ­
ro rs , o r  d e p a r tu re  from  estab lish ed  u sa g e  m ake  sueli accep tances 
im p racticab le . C o n seq u en tly  w e  hav e  tra n s la te d  a n d  ty p ew ritten  in 
d u p lica te  n e a rly  if n o t qu ite  tw o  th ird s  o f th e  b ig  «m anual»  a n d  have 
m uch of it in th e  h a n d s  o f th e  critics . I sen d  you  a se t o f th e  t ra n s la ­
tio n s , o m ittin g  o n ly  th o se  su b jec ts  a lre a d y  published  in  o u r 7th ed i­
tion. You w ill d o u b tless  find  in  th is  m isap p reh en sio n s o f F rench  term s. 
S in ce  y o u r ex p an s io n s  a re  u n d e r  rev is io n  and  likely  to  be  ch an g ed  in 
m an y  d e ta ils  before  e ith e r you  o r  w e re p rin t them , p u b lica tio n  o f an  
E n g lish  tra n s la tio n  w ould be su re  to  cau se  co n fu sio n  a n d  an n oyance.

Dewey’s po in t  w a s  c le a r ly  taken  and  Ot le t  w r o te  back  to M a y  
S e y m o u r  th a t  he  w a s  p leased  th a t  an  a t t e m p t  a t  concor dance  
w a s  st i l l  b e i n g  m a d e  for  « the on ly  w a y  to a r r i v e  at  un i ty  is to 
h a v e  a  c lose  un io n  be twe en  us,  then  al l  t h e  d i ss id en t  c la ss i ­
f ica t ions  will end  up  by fa l l ing into des u e tu d e  a n d  the offi­
cial ve rs ion  will t r i ump h». 82 The  l it t le con ta c t  be tween  the two 
g r o u p s  a f te r  t h a t  t ime  w a s  in the  se rv ice  of thi s  r a t h e r  for­
lo r n  ideal .  M a y  S e y m o u r  vi si ted E u r o p e  in 1913, an d  spent  a 
d a y  in B r u s s e l s  b e i n g  sho wn  over the  OI B by Ot le t  a n d  d is ­
c u s s i n g  the Decimal  Class if ica t ion .  E a r l y  in 1914 Ot le t  v i s i t ­
ed  Amer ica .  At  no t ime  ha d  he  g iven  up hope  for the e v e n ­
t u a l  uni f ica t ion  of th e  tw o c lass i f ica t ions ,  a n d  a n  in te rm i t ­
t e n t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w a s  pu rsued  unt i l  the  F i r s t  W o r ld  W a r  
desce nded  on E u r o p e  a n d  severed  for a t im e  all of  th e  I IB ’s 
t r a n s a t l a n t i c  t ies.
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24 O rgan isa tion  in tern a tio n a le  d e  ta  b ib liograph ie  sc ien tifiq u e , op  cit. This 
w ork, like th e  R ules, w as  u n sig n ed , bu t w a s  p resu m ab ly  w ritte n  by O tlet, 
H e  acknow ledged  the «R u/es» in his «Sur la s tru c tu re  des n o m bres clas- 
sifica teu rs» .

25. O tle t to  M elvil Dew ey, ?? 1895, D ossier No. 259, «D ew ey» M undaneum .
26. Ibid.

27. P au l O tle t. «Le p ro g ram m e  de l 'In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l de  B ib liographie: 
o b jec tio n s e t exp lications» , I I B  B u lle tin , I (1895—96 ), 85— 93. T h is  will 
be  called  «O bjections a n d  E x p lications»  in th e  fo llo w in g  p a rag rap h s . 
A s lig h tly  fu lle r and  m ore sy s tem atic  p re sen ta tio n  of these  id eas a p ­

p eared  in the pam phlet O rga n isa tio n  in tern a tio n a le  d e  la bibliographic  
sc ien tifiq u e . H ere th e  form  and  geograp h ica l su b d iv isio n s w ere described, 
to g e th e r w ith  num ber— co m p ound ing  u s in g  the colon. Som e d iscussion  
w as a lso  p resen ted  ab o u t filing  prob lem s w hich w ould  arise  w hen  n u m ­
b ers w ere  com plicated  by th e  v a rio u s  p u n c tu a tio n  signs.

28. M arcel B audou in , «La C lass ifica tio n  D écim ale e t  le s  sc iences m édicales», 
I IB  B u lle tin , I (1895— 9 6 ), 161— 181.

29. V ictor C arus. «La Z oolog ie  e t la  C lassifica tio n  D écim ale». I IB  B ulle tin ,
I (1895—96), 189— 193. The q u o ta tio n  is  from  pag e  189. C a ru s w as 
co m m en tin g  on v a rio u s p ro p o sa ls  su b m itted  to  him  by th e  O ffice and  
explained by O tle t  in « S u r ¡a s tru c tu re  d es nom bres c la ss ifica teu rs»  (see 
b e low ). C a ru s. 1823— 1903, w as  a n  em in en t G erm an  Z o o lo g ist. H is 
h is to ry  of Z oology  is  s till  a s ta n d a rd  w ork . Ile  ed ited  th e  Zoolog ischer
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A n ze ig e r  [rom  1878 to  1895 and  con tin u ed  to  e d it it w hen it becam e 
B ib liograph ica  Zo o lo g ica  published by th e  C oncilium  B ib liographicum  
a f te r  1895.

30. D a ru ty  de  G ran d p ré . «La C lassifica tion  D écim ale  e t les b ib liog raph ies 
rég io n a le s : b ib liog raph ie  des I le s  A frica ines d e  l’O céan  Ind ien  A u s tra l» . 
I IB  B u lle tin , I (1895—96), 205—221.

31. U n sig n ed  «N ote  com plém entaire» , I IB  B u lle tin , I (1895—96), 221—22. 
(T h is is  a n o te  to  th e  la s t p ag e  of th e  a rtic le  c ited  in the p reced in g  foo t­
n o te ).

32. Ci. S im oëns, «Q uelques m o ts  à  p ro p o s d e  l 'an a ly se  b ib liograph ique» , U B  
B u lle tin . I (1 8 9 5 -9 6 ) ,  2 2 2 -2 2 9 .

33. P au l O tle t. « S u r la  s tru c tu re  d es n o m bres c lass ifica teu rs» , U B  B u lle tin ,
I 11895— 96), 230—243.

34. Ib id ., p. 232.
35. Ib id ., p. 234.
36. Ib id ., p. 241.

37. Ib id .. p. 212. I le  u se s  th e  te rm  « p asig rap h ie»  w hich 1 have tra n s la te d  
« u n iversal lan g u ag e» .

38. P rincip les g é n éra u x  de  lu C la ssifica tio n  D écim ale: C onférence B ib lio g ra ­
phique In terna tiona le . 21' S ession . B ruxelles, 1897. (T h is paper is  a n o ­
nym ous, and  w a s  published p re su m ab ly  o n ly  fo r u se  a t  tne conference. 
It does no t seem to  have been  p rin ted  se p a ra te ly  e lsew h ere  e ith e r in 
th e  I IB  B u lle tin  o r  in the P ublica tions  se ries . P a r t s  of it, how ever, w ere 
rep ea ted  v erbatim  in th e  1898 M anuel, see N ote 42 below )

39. Ib id ., p. 5, «nom bres com posés e t  d é te rm in an ts* .

40. Ib id .. p. 6.
41. C lassifica tion  Décim ale: tables gén éra les  abrégées, op. cit.
42. M anuel de  la  C lassifica tion  B ib liograph ique  D écim ale: exposé  e t  

rég ies  (P u b lica tio n  No. 20; B ru xelles: O IB , 1898). T h is w ill be re fe rred  
to  a s  th e  M unua l in th e  co u rse  of th e  tex t and  e lsew here  in the notes 
to  th is ch ap ter. I t  w a s  a lso  published  in th e  In s ti tu te 's  B u lle tin .  I l l  
(1898), 1— 80.

43. Ib id ., pp. 44— 47.
44. Ib id .. p . 13.
45. I b id .  p. 17.
46. Ib id .. p. 18.

47. Ib id ., p. 21.
48. Ib id .. p. 20.
49. The fin a l m ethod accepted io r th e  ind ica tio n  of th e  form  d iv is ions and  

th e  re a so n s  u n d e rly in g  it w ere exp la in ed  in  the sec tion  of th e  M anual 
on  the 1 IB 's d eb t to  th e  11894 Dew ey, M a n u a l, pp. 44— 17.

50. M a n u a l, p . 24.
51. Ib id .. p. 42.
52. Ib id .. p. 28.

53. C lassifica tion  B ib liograph ique  D écim ale: ta b les  généra les re fondues. F a s ­
cicule I. In tro d u c tio n  g é n é ra le  aux  tab le s  de  la  C lass ifica tio n  D écim ale 
e t résum é des ré g ie s  de  la  C lass ific a tio n  D écim ale (P u b lica tio n  No. 25; 
B ruxelles: IIB , 1899).
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54. A n n u a ire  d e  l 'In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d e  B ib liographie  (P u b lica tio n  No. 23; 
B ruxelles: IIB , 1899). T h is  w a s  a lso  pub lished in th e  In s titu te 's  B u lle tin ,
II (1898). 1— 193.

55. M a n u e l p o u r l'u sa g e  d u  R éperto ire  B ib liograph ique  des S c ien ces P hysiq u es  
é ta b li d 'après la  C la ssi\ica tio n  D écim ale. E d itio n  fran ça ise  publiée 
avec le concours du  B u reau  B ib lio g rap h iq u e  de  P a r is  e t de la  Société 
F ra n ç a ise  de  Physique  (P u b lica tio n  No. 26; B ruxelles: IIB , 1899); .Wa- 
n u e l p o u r l'u sa g e  d u  R éperto ire  B ib liographique d e  P h o to g ra p h ie .. .  éd i­
tion  rfn n ca ise  publieé  avec le co n co u rs  du  B ureau  B ib lio g rap h iq u e  de 
P a r is  e t  de la Société F ran ça ise  de  P h o to g rap h ie  (P u b lica tio n  No. 45; 
B ruxelles: IIB , 1900); V. V erm ore l, M anuel du  R éperto ire  B ib liograph i­
que des S c ien ces A grico les  é tab li d 'après la  C la ssifica tion  Décimale. 
E d ition  fran ç a ise  éd itée  p a r  V. V erm orel, avec le co n co u rs  de la s ta tio n  
v itico le  de  V ille -franche  (R hône) e t  du  B u reau  B ib liog raph ique  de 
P a r is  (P u b lica tio n  No. 41; B ruxelles: IIB , 1900); M a n u e l p o u r l'u sage  
ila  R éperto ire  B ib liographique des S c iences J u r id iq u e s ...  (P u b lica tio n  
No. 43; B ruxelles: IIB  1902); M a n u e l pour lu fo r m a tio n e t  l 'u sa g e  d u  R é ­
p e r to ire  B ib liograph ique  U niversel de  la  L ocom otion  e t d es S p o rts  
(T ourism e. C yclism e e t A utom obilism e.): éd ition  fran ça ise  publiée avec 
le concours du  B ureau B ib liographique de P a r is  e t du  T o u rin g  C lub de 
F rance  (P u b lica tio n  No. 48; B ruxelles: IIB . 1902); M anuel pour l'u sugc  
d u  R éperto ire  B ib liographique d e s  S c iences M édicales  (P u b lica tion  
No 44: B ruxelles: IIB , 1902). T his la s t is  a good exam ple  o f how  the 
M a n u a ls  w ere p u t to g e th e r. I t  com prised  th e  f irs t tw o  fascicules of the 
ex ten d ed  tab les, n u m bers 9— 13 (th erap eu tics , in te rn a l pa th o lo g y , e x te r ­
nal p a th o lo g y , physio logy  and  gyneco logy , ped ia tric s  and  co m p ara tiv e  
m ed ic ine). N um bers 16 and  17 (su m m ary  of th e  tab le s , genera litie s , 
b ib lio g rap h y  a n d  lib ra ry  sc ien ce), n u m b er 28 (public  and  p rivate  
hygiene) a n d  n u m b ers 34 a n d  35 (G en era l index a n d  th e  o rg a n isa tio n , 
w ork a n d  m ethods of th e  I IB ).

56. M anuel p o u r l'u sa g e  d e s  R éperto ires B ib liographiques:  o rg a n isa tio n  
in te rn a tio n a le  de  la  b ib lio g rap h ic  sc ien tifique, rè g le s  p o u r la rédaction  
des n o tices b ib liog raph iques; ré g ie s  p o u r la pu b lica tio n  d es recueils 
ü ih liog raph iques e t la  fo rm atio n  d es rép erto ire s  su r  fiches: tab le s  a b ­
rég ées de la C lassifica tion  B ib liog raph ique  (P u b lica tio n  No. 40; B ruxel­
les: IIB , 1900). D ra ft ru le s  fo r ed itin g  b ib lio g rap h ic  notices, in effect 
ru les  for desc rip tiv e  c a ta lo g in g , had  been d ra w n  up in 1898 by th e  B iblio­

g rap h ic  B ureau of P a r is  a n d  th is  d ra f t  had  been  published in 
the I IB  B u lle tin  fo r im m ediate  u se  and  to  se rv e  a s  a basis  for recom ­
m en d a tio n s for m odification . The ru le s  w ere, in f a d ,  a lm o st im m edia te­
ly revised  a t th e  office and  they , a lo n g  w ith  th e  ru le s  for the use  of 
the c la ss ifica tio n , w ere  included  in  a ll th e  su b jec t m an u a ls : B ureau 
B ib liographique de P a r is , R èg les  p o u r la  rédaction  des n o tices d estin ées  
au R éperto ire  B ib liograph ique  U n iverse l (B ruxelles: Im prim erie  Veuve 
F e rd in an d  L a rd e r , 1898); « P ro je c t des règ les  pour la réd ac tio n  des 
notices b ib liograph iques» , I IB  B u lle tin , U I (1898), 81— 113.

57 . C oncilium  B ibliographicum , C onspectus m cthod icus e t  a lphabeticus n u ­
m erorum  c la s s ific a tio n s  b ib liographici au c to r ita te  In s t i tu t i  B ibliogra- 
p h ici B ru xe llen sis  a m p lia tu s a  C oncilio  B ibliographico: 56 pa leonto log ía  
(IIB  Pub lica tion  No. 55; T urici (Z u rich ): S u m ptibus C oncilii B ib lio g ra ­
phici, 1902); C oncilium  B ib liog raph icum . C onspectus M eth o d icu s e t a l­
p habeticus n u m e ro r u m ...- .  575— 579 b io log ía  genera lis , m icroscopia  ( IIB  
P ub lica tio n  No. 56; T urici (Z u rich ): S u m ptibus C oncilii B ib liographici. 
1902); C oncilium  B ib liog rah icum , C onspec tus m eth o d icu s e t a lphabeticus  
num erorum  ... 59  zoo lo g ica  (IIB  P ub lica tio n . No. 58; Turici 
(Z u rich ): S u m p tib u s C oncilii B ib liog raph ic i, 1902); C oncilium  Biblio-

fraph icum , C onspectus m e th o d icu s e t  a lphabeticus num erorum ... 56— 
7— 59: pa la eo n to lo g ia , b io log ía  g enera lis , m icroscopia, zo o log ía  (IIB
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P ub lica tio n  No. 58; T urici: S u m p tib u s C oncilii B ib liographici, 1902); 
C h arles  R ichet and  H . Jo rd a n . C onspectus m e th o d icu s e t  a lphabeticus  
num erorum . . sy s te m a tis  itec im ilis a d  u su m  B ib liographiae P h ys io lo g i-  
cae  ( I I B P ub lica tio n  No. 72; T uric i: C oncilium  B ib liog raph icum , 1905); 
H e rb ert l la v ila n d  F ie ld , C onspectus m eth o d icu s c t a lphabeticus n u m e ­
rorum  sy s te m a tis  decim a lis a d  usu m  B ib liographiae A n a to m ic a e .. .  edi- 
tio  secu n d a  (IIB  P u b lica tio n  No. 74; B ruxelles: IIB  1906).

58. The M a n u e l d u  R éperto ire  B ib liographique U niversel (P u b lica tio n  No. 63; 
B ru xelles: IIB , 1904— 1907) p re sen ts  so m eth in g  o í a b ib liog raph ical 
n ig h tm are . I t  co n sis ted  of tw o  p a r ts :  in tro d u c to ry  m a tte r  o f one kind 
and  an o th e r, and  th e  ex ten d er tab les  and  g en era l index. T he in tro d u c to ­
ry  m atte r , to g e th e r w ith  th e  ab ridged  g en era l tab les  a n d  th e  ab rid g ed  
au x ilia ry  tab le s  for th e  com m on su b d iv is io n s (w hich w ere  a lso  included) 
w ere se p a ra te ly  p rin ted  a s  th e  M anuel abrégé du  R éperto ire  B ib ­
liographique U niversel (B ruxelles: IIB , 1905). The tab le s  of th e  c la ss i­
fication . fo rm in g  the second p a r t  o f tile M a n u e l du  R B U .  w ere issued 
as num bered fascicules of the C la ssifica tion  B ib liographique D écim ale  
tab les généra les re fo n d u es  (B ruxelles: 11 B. 1899— 1905) w hich w a s  given 
the pub lica tion  n u m b er 25. E ach  fascicu le  w as  th u s  p a r t  of IIB  
P ub lica tio n  No. 25. A  num ber o f these  fascicu les w ere co llected  to g e th e r 
in v a rio u s  co m b in a tio n s to  form  the su b jec t M a n u a ls  lis ted  in  th e  
p reced in g  notes. E ach of these  sub ject m an u a ls  w a s  g iven  its  ow n 
IIB  P ub lica tio n  num ber, so  th a t a n y  M an u a l co n sis ted  of num bered 
fascicules of the G en era l T ab les (P u b lica tio n  25) w ith  a n  ad d itio n al 
P ub lica tio n  num ber. M oreover, each  of th e  com ple te  M a n u e l d u  R B U  
(P u b lica tio n  No. 65 ). w hich rep re sen t th e  a ssem b lag e  of all fascicules, 
is  p o ten tia lly  d iffe ren t from  every  o ther.

59. The tab les  fo r m edicine w ere u n d e r c o n s ta n t review  a n d  a  m an u a l for 
s to m a to lo g y  and  o d o n to lo g y  w a s  d ra fte d  th o u g h  no t a c tu a lly  published 
un til a f te r  th e  W ar (F éd é ra tio n  D en ta ire  In te rn a tio n a le , M a n u e l p u u r  
la  C lassifica tion  D écim ale  re la tif à la  s to m a to lo g ie  e t  à  l 'odon to log ie . 
IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 112; B ruxelles: La F éd éra tio n , 1920). A sm all s u p ­
plem ent to  th e  g en era l tab les appeared  in 1908: M anuel d u  R éperto ire  
B ib liograph ique  U n iverse l: su p p lém en t No. I a u x  tab les d e  la  C la ss ifi­
ca tion  D écim ale  (P u b lica tio n  No. 63a; B ruxelles: IIB , 1908). In  th a t  
sam e y ear a m an u a l fo r th e  u se  o f th e  c la ss ifica tio n  w ith  m ate ria l in 
and  abou t E sp e ran to , w hich w a s  a  p a r tic u la r  hobby-horse  o f G en era l 
ebert appeared : M a n u e l d u  R éperto ire  B ib liograph ique  U n iverse l: e x ­
tra its  lim ité s  a u x  p a rties p lu s  spéc ia lem en t app licab les à la  b ib liogra ­
ph ie  d e  la la n g u e  auxilia ire  in te rn a tio n a le  E sp era n to  —  avec appendice  
su r  l'em ploi de  cette  la n g u e  en b ib lio g rap h ie  (P u b lica tio n  No. 91; B ru ­
xelles: IIB , 1908). T he appendix  w a s  a lso  se p a ra te ly  published in P a r i s  
as E m p lo i en b ib liograph ie  de la la n g u e  in te rn a tio n a le  auxilia ire  E sp e­
ran to  (P a r is :  B ureau  B ib liog raph ique  de P a ris , 1908). In  1910 a m anual 
for th e  use  of th e  c lass ifica tio n  for tile o rg a n isa tio n  of a d m in is tra tiv e  
pap ers  and  arch ival m a te ria l w as  issued : M anuel d e  l'a d m in is tra tio n :  
recueil d e s  princip les, règ les  e t reco m m a n d a tio n s pour l'o rgan isa tion  
des bureaux d es secréta r ia ts c t d e s  arch ives, é laboré  en  coo p éra tio n  p a r  
l'A ssocia tion  In te rn a tio n a le  de C om ptab ilité , l’In s ti tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d e  
B ib liog raph ie  e t la Société A cadém ique de C om ptab ilité  de  B elg ique 
(P u b lica tio n  No. 119; B ruxelles: IIB , 1911).

60. O tle t to Dewey, 13 Ja n u a ry  1902, D ossier No. 259, «Dewey», M undaneutn . 
(E xcep t w here in d ica ted  all le tte rs  c ited  h e rea fte r  w ill be from  th is  file 
a n d  o n ly  th e  le tte rs  them selves w ill be iden tified .)

61. O tle t to  Dew ey, 2 M arch  1903.
62. Ibid.
63. H enry  V . H opw ood, D ew ey  E xpanded: Lecture on  th e  C lassifica tion  

B ib liographique o f  th e  In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d e  B ib liographie  h e ld
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before  th e  L ibrary  A sso c ia tio n , S  A p ril. 1907. R eprin ted  from  the L ib ra ry  
A sso c ia tio n  Record, Ju n e  1907 (P u b lica tio n  No. 88; B ruxelles: 11 C. 1907).

64. O tle t in fo rm ed  D ew ey of th is p ap er 19 A u g u st 1907 and  sen t him  fo u r  
cop ies of the In s titu te 's  re p rin t (O tlet to  D ew ey 11 Ja n u a ry  1908).

65. O tle t to  Dew ey, 22 D ecem ber 1903.
66. O tle t to  Dew ey. 19 A u g u s t 19Ö7.
67. D ew ey to  O tle t, 16 .March 1903.
68. O tle t to  D ew ey, 13 J a n u a ry  1902; 4 D ecem ber 1903.

69. O tle t to  Dew ey, -1 D ecem ber 1903.

70. L osseau to  O tle t, 30 J a n u a ry  1903, D o ssier No. 25, «Losscnu», M u n d a-
neum ; L osseau  to  O tle t, II N ovem ber 1903; O tle t to  Dewey, 30 January-
1904; O tle t to  Dewey, 22 D ecem ber 1903; D ew ey to  O tle t, 113 Ja n u a rv  
1904.

71. O tle t to  Dew ey. 25 J a n u a ry  1904; D ew ey to  O tle t, 5 F eb ru ary  1904.
72. M ay  S ey m o u r to  La F o n ta in e , 17 Ja n u a ry  1906; D ew ey to  La F o n ta in e . 

17 J a n u a ry  1906; O tle t to  Dewey, 3 F eb ru a ry  1906.
73. D ew ey to  O tle t. 7 N ovem ber 1908; May S eym our to  O tle t, II February- 

1909; O tle t to  iMay Seym our, 2 .March 1909.

74. Dewey to  O tle t, 28 April 1908; O tle t to  Dewey, 19 M ay 1908; Dewey
to  O tle t, 7 N ovem ber 1908; A dolf Law  V öge, G roup ing  th e  C hem ie
E le m e n ts  (P u b lica tio n  No. 104; B ruxelles: IIB , 1908).

75. La F o n ta in e  and  O tle t to  Dewey. S eb ert and  F ield , 5 D ecem ber 1908; 
O tle t to  Dew ey, 19 J a n u a ry  1909; O tle t  to  M ay  Seym our. 21 April 1909^

76. M ay S eym our to  L a F o n ta ine , 10 N ovem ber 1903; La F o n ta in e  to  M ay  
Seym our, 3 D ecem ber 190-1.

77. O tle t lo  Dewey, I I J a n u a ry  1908 (see  no te  63: H opw ood, D ew ey  
E xp a n d ed ):  O ile t to M ay Seym our, 21 April 1909.

78. M ay  S eym our to  O tle t, 5 M ay 1909. (S o m e th in g  of a conven tion  arose 
in in d ic a tin g  th e  A m erican a n d  B russels ed itio n s: the form er, D ecim al 
C lassifica tio n  (D C ), th e  la t te r  C lassifica tio n  D écim ale (C D )).

79. O tle t to  M ay Seym our, 21 M a y  1909. C opies o f the n o tes a re  no t p re ­
served  in th e  file.

80. O tle t to  M ay S eym our. 15 M arch 1910; 31 M arch  1910; M ay  Seym our
to  O tle t, 5 A tay 1910; La F o n ta in e  to  M ay Seym our, 23 Ata y 1910.

81. O tle t  to  M ay Seym our, 25 N ovem ber 1909; 29 Ju ly  1909; 28 A u g u st
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C h a p t e r  V I  

T H E  U N I V E R S A L  B I B L I O G R A P H I C  R E P E R T O R Y

B IB L IO G R A PH IA  U N IV E R SA L IS

T he  U ni v e r sa l  Dec imal  Cla ss i f ic a t ion ,  the  evolut ion of 
which  w a s  described  in the  la s t  chapte r ,  w a s  a tool, a m e a n s  
to  a n  end,  on ly  o ne  e lement,  t h oug h a m a j o r  one,  in the  
I I B - I O B ’s p r o g r a m m e  of in te rna t iona l  b ib l io g ra ph ic  s t a n d a r d ­
i sa t ion  a n d  co-opera t ion  for  the comp i la t io n  of a Universa l  
Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory  ( R B U ) .  In the ir  f irst  a ccou nt s  of 
th is  b ib l i ogr aph e r ' s  ph i l osopher ’s  s tone ,  O t l e t  arid La F o n ta in e  
h ad  only  go n e  so fa r  as  to sa y  th a t  it sh o u ld  be comple te ,  a r ­
r a n g e d  both numer ica l ly  by the n u m b e r  of the  Decimal  C l a s ­
s if icat ion a n d  a lp ha be t ic a l ly  by  a u t h o r s '  na m e s ,  t h a t  it should 
be compi led on c a r d s  so  th a t  it could  eas i ly  be kept  up to da te  
a n d  excerpted,  tha t  it shou ld  be r e a s o n a b ly  accur a t e ,  tha t  
sc h o l a r s  a n d  o th e rs  to w h o m  it w ou ld  be useful  should  have  
r eady  access  to it, a nd  th a t  it shou ld  tak e  in to  acco un t  ex i s t in g  
b ib l iographica l  w o rk .1

At  the f irst  In te rn a t i o n a l  Co nf e re nc e  of Bib l iog raphy ,  co­
ope ra t io n  for its deve lop me nt  took tw o  m a j o r  forms .  Th e  f irst  
w a s  th e  accept an ce  by v a r io u s  ind iv id ua ls  in the  n a m e  ol the 
specia l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  they rep re se n t ed  or  on th e i r  ow n in i t i a ­
tive, of the w o rk  of deve lop ing  p a r t s  of the decimal  c lassi f ica t ion.  
The  second w a s  the  ap p l ic a t io n  of  the c lass i f ica t ion  e ither to 
the  a r t ic les  of  s u b s t a n t i v e  jo u rn a l s ,  o r  m ore  especia l ly  to the 
en t r i e s  in periodica l  b ib l iographies .  Indeed ,  a n u m b e r  of the  
ed i to r s  of t he se  j o u r n a l s  w e re  a m o n g  those  w h o  of fered to  help 
in the w o rk  of  e x p a n d i n g  the  c lass i f ica t ion  tab les.  A s  a re ­
su l t  of  the  Conference ,  a n u m b e r  of  period ical  b ib l i ographies  
w e re  at  once  t r a n s f o r m e d  to meet  the  re q u i r e m e n ts  of the 
R B U  as  described by  Ot le t  a n d  La  F on ta in e .  O t le t  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e ' s  ow n S o m m a ire  m é th o d iq u e  d es  tra ité s , m o n o g ra ­
p h ies  et re v u e s  d e  dro it a nd  the S o m m a ire ... de  so c io lo g ie  were  
n o w  combined  and  re t i t led  B ib lio g ra p h ia  S o c io ló g ica . A B ib ­
liogra p h ia  P h ilo so p h ica  w a s  an n ex ed  lo the R e v u e  N éoscola-
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s tiq u e  ed i ted by M au r ic e  de W u l f  in Louvain  a n d  a B ib lio ­
g ra p h ia  A stro n ó m ica  w a s  sp o n so red  by the  Be lg ian  Society 
for A s t rono m y.2 Moreover ,  as  a re su l t  of th e  a g r e e m e n t  a t  the 
e nd  of 1895 be tw een  O I B  a n d  the  Con ci l iu m Bib l io gr aph ic um  
in Zur ich,  copies  of  all the  b ib l io g ra ph ie s  of  the  Conci l ium 
w e re  fo rw ard ed  a s  publ i sh ed  to B r u s s e l s  for  the RBU .  P r e p a ­
r a t i o n s  for t h e  f irst  of  these  b ib l iog raphies ,  a B ib lio g ra p h ia  
Z oolog ica , w e re  a l m o s t  comple t e  a t  the l ime of the Conference.  
I t  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  th a t  the  c a r d  edi tion w ou ld  con ta in  about
8,000 c a r d s  a y e a r  a n d  t h a t  su b sc r ip t i o n s  to  a n y  or  all of its 
p a r t s  could  be ta ken  out .  Thi s  w a s  ac tu a l l y  the Z o o lo g isch e  A n ­
ze ig e r  which  h ad  f irst  a p p e a re d  in Le ipz ig  in 1878. I t  cont inued  
to be ed i ted by  C a r u s  unti l  h i s  de a th  in 1903 w hen  Field a s ­
s u m e d  the  ed i torship .  The  Con ci l ium  Bi b l i o g rap h icu m  also 
p l a n n e d  to publ i sh a B ib lio g ra p h ia  A n a to m ic a  e a r l y  in 1890 
a nd ,  if these  two b ib l io gra phi es  w e re  success ful ,  to fol low them 
with a B ib lio g ra p h ia  P h y s io lo g ic a l  In fact, the three  bib lio ­
g r a p h i e s  ap p e a r e d  as  p la n n e d  a n d  were  publ i shed r e g u la r ly  
on c a r d s  unti l  th e  ou tb reak  of  the f irst  w or ld  war .

The  O I B  a lso  b e g a n  g r a d u a l l y  to ex pand  its ow n edi tor ial  
a n d  b ib l io graph ica l  p u b l i s h in g  ac t ivi t i es  in the se rv ice  of the 
RBU .  A p a r t  from the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  S o c io ló g ica , whi ch  seems 
to h a v e  been b ro u g h t  out  on ly  three  t imes  in i ts consol ida ted  
form,  the  O I B  from its incept ion becam e  c lose ly assoc ia ted  
wi th  the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  B e lg iq u e . The  m a i n  pa r t  of t h i s  w a s  
ex a m in e d  at  the  Office  a nd  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r s  ass ign ed  
e n t r i e s  in it. Th e  Office a l so  un der too k  to compile ,  as  a secontl  
p a r t  of  the  b i b l i og raphy ,  a c lass if ied index to Be lg ian  per iod i ­
cals .  This  be cam e  a fea ture  of  the  w o r k  unti l  the W a r .  Th e  e n t ­
r ies in all of  these  b i b l iog raphi es  could  be inco rpora t ed  upon 
publ ica t ion,  e i ther  di rec t ly  be c a u se  they w e re  pu bl i sh ed  in card 
form,  or  a f te r  be in g  c u t  up a n d  pas te d  on  c a rd s ,  in to  the U ni ­
versal  Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory  w hic h  b e g a n  lo g r o w  rapidly 
a s  a result .

In the  th i rd  n u m b e r  of th e  I IB  B u lle tin ,  the  whole  U n i v e r ­
sa l  R epe r to ry  w a s  g iven  the  La tin n a m e ,  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n i­
ve rsa lis , and  it w a s  repor ted  th a t  «The  i m m e n s e  m a n u s c r i p t  
of the re t ro spe c t i ve  pa r t  co n t i n u e s  to  be developed a t  the O f ­
fice in Brusse l s ,  d e a l i n g  a t  the  s a m e  t i m e  wi th  al l  the  a r e a s  
of  science  a n d  s t r e t c h i n g  out  from the  c o n t e m p o r a r y  period 
f ur th e r  a n d  fur ther  into the  past .  The  c u r r e n t  p a r t  of  t h e  re ­
p e r to ry  is kept  up  by specia l  periodica l  b ib l io graphie s .» 4 S h o r t ­
ly a f te r  thi s,  the  te rm  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  w a s  res t r ic ted 
in its app l ica t ion  to these  b ib l iog raph ie s  only,  the  n a m e s  of 
m a n y  of which  took the s t a n d a r d  L a t in  form. As  the  Decimal 
C la ss i f ic a t ion  w a s  deve loped in French ,  a n d  p a r t s  of it were  
t r a n s l a t e d  into S p a n is h .  I ta l ian .  G e r m a n  a n d  la te r  into o ther  
l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d  as  a d e q u a t e  ru les  for  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of b ib­
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l io graphic  in f or ma t io n  in no t ices  i s sued  in v a r io u s  fo rm s  w e r e  
devised,  a c l ear  p i c tu r e  b e g a n  to  e m e r g e  of the R B U  as  a 
physical  en t i ty  a n d  of the  in te rn a t io na l  co-operat ion w hic h  w a s  
i n te nd ed  to  s u p p o r t  i ts  deve lopment .

O t le t  described  the  R B U  in so m e  de ta i l  to  the  second  I n ­
t e rn a t io na l  Confer ence  of  Bib l io gr ap hy  which  took p lace  in 
B ru s se l s  a t  the  b e g i n n i n g  of  A u g u s t  1897. Whe n  it is c o m ­
ple ted.  sa id  Ot le t

T his rep erto ry  w ill c o n sist o f a n  in v en to ry  of a ll th a t  h a s  been w ritten  
a t  a ll tim es, in  a ll la n g u a g es , and  on  all sub jec ts . I t  w ill be th e  led ­
g e r  o f science, an  A cco u n tin g  D ep artm en t w here  a re  reg is te red  a ll the 
in te lle c tu a l riches o f h u m an ity  as they  are  p roduced . I t  w ill be  an  
in s tru m e n t of s tu d v  a n d  of in fo rm a tio n  w ith o u t equal, w hich w ill g iv e  
im m ediate  rep lies to  these tw o  k in d s  of q u estio n s fo r w hich, un til now. 
there  h a s  been  no  com plete  an sw er: w h a t has ap p eared  o n  such  and  
such  a sub jec t?  W hat w o rk s h a v e  been w ritte n  by  such a n d  such  an  
a u th o r?  T he rep erto rv  w ill co n ta in  tw e n ty  to  th ir ty  m illion  re ferences 
a cco rd in g  to  the f irs t e s tim a te s . D ivision of lab o u r and  co -operation  
a lone  c an  a ssu re  its  rea lisa tio n .
I ts  p re sen t s ta te  is  as follow s. A t B ru sse ls  th ere  fu n c tio n s a C en tra l 
O ffice w hose technical perso n n el, assis ted  b y  nu m ero u s em ployees, arc 
b u sy  w ith  co llection  a n d  c la ss ifica tio n  fo r th e  re tro sp ec tiv e  b ib lio ­
g rap h y . A lread y  a m illion  a n d  a h a lf  c a rd s  h a v e  been co llected . T here  
is  a t  th e  m om ent no  q u estion  of p u b lish in g  th is  w o rk  w hich is  not 
su ffic ien tly  fa r  ad v an ced  and  w ould , m oreover, invo lve  co n sid erab le  
su m s; b u t th is  re p e r to rv  is  put a t  th e  free d isp o sitio n  of w hoever 
c a re s  to  co n su lt it. The O ffice a lso  p ro v ides copies o f th is  o r th a t part 
of th e  m an u scrip t in  rep lv  lo  a ll req u ests  fo r in fo rm a tio n  w hich  are  
m ade  to  it by  le t te r  a n d  w hich  m ake  som e a llo w an ce  fo r copying  
co sts.
A s fo r c o n tem p o ra ry  b ib lio g rap h y , th e  O ffice h a s  proposed  n o t only 
to  include  it da ily  in  i ts  rep erto ry , b u t a lso  to  u n d e rta k e  w ith  special 
g ro u p s , n o tab ly  sc ien tific  a s so c ia t io n s . .  th e  ta sk  o f p u b lish in g  p a r t i ­
c u la r  b ib lio g rap h ies  o n  a un ifo rm  p lan . All th ese  co llected  specia l bib­
lio g rap h ies  w ill em brace th e  w hole field o f U n iv ersa l B ib liog raphy  
(B ib lio g rap h ia  U n iv e rsa lis )  D e ta ils  o f form  a re  left to  th e  free in iti­
a tiv e  o f those  w ho  d irec t th ese  p u b lica tio n s w hich have, how ever, tw o  
com m on fea tu re s : th e  f irs t is  th a t each  e n try  c a rr ie s  th e  sym bol o f the 
decim al c la ss ifica tio n  estab lished  by conven tion  (c lass ifica tio n  num ber 
of the D ecim al C la ss if ic a tio n ); the second , is th a t  each  b ib liog raph ical 
t it le  fo rm s in  itse lf a com ple te  w hole in  such a w a y  a s  to  a llow  it to  
be cu t up  and  p a s ted  on  a ca rd ,5

This  s t a t e m e n t  s u g g e s t s  a fu n d a m e n t a l  d i f ference  be tween  the  
h a n d l i n g  of c u r r e n t  a n d  re t ro spec t ive  b ib l i o g ra p h y  a t  the O f ­
fice, be tw een  the pro t o ty pe  m a n u s c r i p t  of the R B U  a n d  the 
B ibliographici U n iversa lis . In 1899 the b ib l io graphies  re cog ­
nised a s  formi ng  p a r t  of the l a t te r  were  colled C o n tr ib u tio n s  a nd  
were  29 in num be r .6 They r a n g e d  from the  b ib l io g ra ph ie s  pu b­
l ished by the  Conc i l i um  Bi b l i ogr aphicum,  to i nd iv idua l  b ib­
l iographic  work s  such  as  C h a r l e s  S u ry ' s  B ib lio g ra p h ie  fé m in in e  
b eig e7 a n d  H en ry ck  A r c t o w s k i i  M a te ry a ly  do  B ib lio g ra fii  
prac n a u ko w yc li P o lsk ic h ,8 f rom an  I ta l ian  Bookse l le r ’s c a t a ­
log® a nd  the B e lg i a n  na t ion a l  b ib l io g ra ph y  to the co n te n ts  t ab le s
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of j o u r n a l s , 10 to sa y  n o t h i n g  of the  c a t a l o g s  of an  E n g l i s h  
and  a Belg i an  publ ic  l i b r a r y ."  These  w orks  ha d  in co m m o n  one 
or  a n o th e r  of a v a r ie ty  of accep tab le  e n t r y  forms  (of which 
ex a m p le s  w e re  g iven  in th e  ¡ IB  B u lle tin  fo r  1899) ,12 the  use  
of  the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  a n d  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  w h e reby  they 
were  i s sued  in ca rd  ed i t ions ,  in sh ee ts  or  books wi th one  s ide  
of  each  shee t  b lank ,  o r  a t  the  v e r y  least ,  in such  a w a y  th a t  
each  economica l  a n d  s t a n d a r d i s e d  e n t r y  formed a  comple te  
ent i ty.

As  the  y e a r s  w e n t  by a n u m b e r  of im p o r t a n t  publ ica t ions 
were  added  to the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis . O n e  of these  w a s  a 
B ibliographici M ed ica  ed i ted in P a r i s  by Riche t a nd  Baudoin ,  
who  w e re  of t h a t  f irst  e n th u s ia s t i c  F rench  g r o u p  of O I B  co l ­
la b o r a to r s  a n d  wh o ha d  been in s t r u m e n t a l  in fo rm in g  the  B u ­
reau  B ib l io gr aph iq ue  de P a r i s .  This  b ib l io gr aphy  w a s  in t ended  
to con t in ue  the famous  A m er ican  In d e x  M ed icus  which h ad  been 
b e g u n  by J o h n  S h a w  Bi l l ings  in 1876 but  which h ad  te rm i­
n a t e d  in 1899. The  B ib lio g ra p h ia  M edica , however ,  fai led af te r  
th ree  years .  «O u r  poor B ib lio g ra p h ica  M ed ica  is dead»,  Richet  
wro te  to La F o n ta in e  a t  the b e g in n in g  of  1902 in the hope 
of an  offer  of f inanc ia l  a s s i s ta n c e  from O I B . 13 «We c an  do  n o ­
t h i n g  for it». La  F o n t a i n e  wr ot e  back,  «...I h a v e  a t hous and  
r e g r e t s  for not  c o m in g  to you r  aid,  bu t  we  h a v e  to take  a r a d ­
ical s t a n d  v is -à -v is  all the  pub l ica t ions  which  have  adopted  
o u r  ideas  — or  it w oul d  close  the  ins t i t u t io n» .u

Th e  Office itself con t in ued  its p r o g r a m  of b ib l iographica l  
publ ica t ion .  It i s sued  a n u m b e r  of non-pe r iod ica l  b ib l io g ra ­
phies such as  S u r y ’s B ib lio g ra p h ie  fé m in in e  belge , V u r g e y ’s 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  E s th e tic a 15 a nd  La F o n t a i n e ’s B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  
la P a ix . '6 La F o n t a i n e  a l so  compi led  a B ib lio g ra p h ia  B ib lio ­
g ra p h ica  whi ch  a p p e a r e d  a s  a n  a n n u a l  be tween  1898 a n d  1902. 
It a l s o  be cam e  a s so c ia te d  wi th  tw o s u b s t a n t i v e  j o u r n a l s .  The 
f i rs t  b e g a n  a s  In d e x  d e  la  p re sse  techniqueTn 1903 un de r  the  edi­
to rsh ip of  A. Louis  Verm ande l .  I ts  t it le c h a n g e d  in 1904 to 
R evu e  de  l'in g én ie u r  e t in d ex  techn ique  a nd  E n g l i s h  and  G er­
m a n  ed i t ions  of  it were  issued.  The  b ib l iographica l  par t ,  cal led 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  T echnica . w a s  p r epa red  by V e r m a n d e l  bu t  re ­
vised at the OIB.  The  o th er  jo u rna l  b e g a n  a s  R e v u e  économ ique  
h o n g ro ise  in B udape s t ,  bu t  in 1905 w a s  re t i t l ed  R e v u e  éco­
n o m iq u e  in te rn a tio n a le  u n d e r  two Be lg ian  edi tors.  M a s u r e  and 
La F o n ta in e  under took  to compi le  a B ib lio g ra p h ia  E conom ica  
U n iversa lis  for  the  ed itors ,  bu t  the  comp i le rs  h ad  en t i r e  res ­
pons ib i l i ty  for the  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  a c tu a l  p r i n t i n g  of the  B ib ­
liogra p h ia  E co n o m ica  U n iversa lis  which w a s  a l s o  i s sued  s e p a ­
ra te ly  from the R e v u e  by the  OIB.

The  n a t u r e  a n d  « m e a n i n g »  of the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iver­
sa lis  a n d  ihc re la t ion  of  its C o n tr ib u tio n s  c re a te d  s om e  c onc ep­
tu a l  and  prac t ica l  difficult ies.  Ot let ,  for example ,  r e s p o n d in g
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to  a co m p la in t  f rom H erber t  P u t n a m  t h a t  the  L i b ra ry  of  C o n ­
g re ss  ha d  not  received all the  p u b l ic a t io ns  wh ich  cons t i tu t ed  
p a r t s  of the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , exp la in e d  th a t  th e  B ib ­
lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  «is formed by a se r ies  of b ib l io graphies  
pub l i s hed  on  a un i for m p la n  e i ther  by ou r  ins t i tu te  i tself,  or  
by  spec ia l i s t s  ap p ly in g  ou r  methods .  A m o n g  th e  la t te r  there  
a re  those  r e m a i n i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  of ou r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h ro u g h  
necess i ty  or  by p a r t ic u l a r  ind iv idua l  a g r e e m e n t  a s  the  case  
m a y  be. W e  will c i te  the B ib lio g ra p h ia  G eológica , ed i ted by 
the  Geological  Serv ice  of Be lg i um ,  d e p end in g  on  the  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  not  ab le  to ca r ry  on its t i t le p a g e  the n am e 
of o u r  In s t i tu te » . 17

C o m m e n t s  such as  these  help one  to inte rpre t  the s ig n i f ­
icance of  the Bib l iog raph ia  Uni ve rsa l i s  for OIB.  One  t h i n g  is 
c lear .  Th e  b ib l io gra phi es  t h a t  w e re  p a r t  of this  ser ies  w e re  in ­
tended  in th e  f irst  in s ta n ce  not  to  be a n y  k ind  of  d irec t ou t put  
of a cen t ra l i s ed  RBU ,  t h ou gh  Ot le t  a n d '  La  F o n t a i n e  s o m e ­
t im es  w ro te  about  them a s  if they were.  They  represen ted  en o r ­
mous ,  p r o t r ac te d  effort  to ach ieve  in te rn a t io na l ,  s t a n d a r d i s e d ,  
coo rd ina t ed  input  to t h e  RBU .  Except  for the b ib l io graphies  
pub l i shed  by  the O I B  itself,  su bsc r ip t io ns  w e re  us ua l ly  e n t e r ­
ed for C o n tr ib u tio n s  to the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iv e rsa lis  d irect ly  
wi th  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p u b l i s h in g  them.

The  ex is tence  a n d  the ex te n t  of  the  ea r ly  deve l opme nt  of 
the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  s u g g e s t  th a t  ini t ial ly Ot le t  and 
La F o n t a i n e ' s  v ie ws  about  c h a n n e l i n g  c u r r e n t  b ib l iographic  
work  into th e  R B U  were  prac t icable.  In 1903, 14 i t ems  in the 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , b ib l iog raph ies  a p p e a r i n g  pe r io d ic a l ­
ly over  a n u m b e r  of  years ,  con ta in e d  ne a r ly  hal f  a mil l ion no­
tices.  F rom  the  per iod 1895/96 to 1903 th er e  w e re  103,000 i tems  
in th e  B ib lio g ra h ia  Z oo log ica , app ro x im a te ly  25,000 in a B ib ­
lio g ra p h ie  d e s  C h em in s  d e  Fer, the  compi le r  of  which,  Louis  
Weissenbruch ,  had  developed the  a p p r o p r ia te  p a r t s  of  the Deci­
m a l  Class i f ica t ion ,  93,000 in the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  B e lg iq u e ,
38.000 in the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  G eológica , a n d  app ro x im a te ly
108.000 in the F rench  B ib lio g ra p h ia  M ed ica .'6

By 1912, a c c o r d i n g  to Louis  M a s u r e ,  w h o  compi led  a table 
of  the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iv e rsa lis  for the I IB ' s  A n n u a l  Report ,  

The B ib liographia  U niversalis  to d a y  c o n ta in s  m ore  th a n  a hundred  
d iffe ren t c o n trib u tio n s  o f w hich a num ber a re  period ica ls a n d  a p p ea r 
reg u la rly . A lto g e th e r th ere  h a s  been published a s  o f to d ay  m ore than  
1,250,000 notices. Tile fo llow ing  tab le  in d ica tes th e  s ta te , a s  o f 31 De­
cem ber, 1912, of th e  p rincipal co n trib u tio n s  to  th e  B ib liog raph ia  U ni­
v e rsa lis . T h is is  based  on th e  receip t o f volum es, fascicu les and  cards 
a t  th e  h e ad q u a rte rs  o f th e  IIB.19

In po int  of  fact,  the  t ab l e  s h o w s  t h a t  the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iver­
sa lis  h ad  y ielded 1,293,652 not ice s  for the  RBU, a n d  cons is ted  
of at  l e as t  103 cont r i bu t ion s .20 M a s u r e ' s  t ab le  a n d  these 
f igures ,  however ,  need to be  ca refu l ly  in te rpre ted .  At  least
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103 n u m b e r s  w e re  s h o w n  as  h a v i n g  been a s s i g n e d  to C o n t r ib u ­
t i o n s  to the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , b u t  on ly  68 of these 
w e r e  ac tu a l l y  l isted.  The  d isc repan cy  c a n n o t  be  accoun ted  for 
by the exc lus ion  of min or  i tems.  A n u m b e r  of  the t i t les inc lud­
ed. for example ,  con ta in  as  few' as  two or  three hu n d re d  not i ­
ces,  a s  c o m p a r e d  wi th  a genu ine ly  m a j o r  i tem s u c h  as  the 
B ib liog ra p liiu  Z o o log ica  w h ic h  co nt a ined  over  a q u a r t e r  of a 
mil l ion no t ices  by  1912. Up to C o n trib u tio n  No. 30, the fol low­
ing n u m b e r s  were  omi t ted  f rom M a s u r e ’s  tab le :  No. 1 ( the 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  S o c io ló g ica , which t h o u g h  it ap p e a r e d  only  three  
t im es  in i ts  consol ida t ed  form con ta in e d  ove r  6,000 not ices ) ,  
and  Nos.  5, 7, 9— 11, 14. 18— 19, 21— 25, 2 8 - 2 9 .  S om e  of the 
t i t l es  so  n u m b e r e d  can  be found  in the  I IB ' s  1899 A n n u a l.2' 
M any ,  bu t  not  al l  of these  t i t les conta in  on ly  a smal l  nu m ber  
of ent r ies ,  a nd  m a n y  of them re pr e sen t  sh o r t  l ived per iodical s.  
S o m e  of the g a p s  in the  n u m er i ca l  se r ies  m a y  h a v e  represen ted  
w o rk s  w hic h  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  ha d  hoped  to include in the 
series.  But  even th i s  conc lus ion  is no t  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  one. 
V u r g e y ’s B ib lio g ra p h ia  E sth e tica , for exa mp le ,  publ i shed by 
I IB i tself  wi th  the  typical  I IB covers  a nd  t it le p a g e  for  a C on­
tr ib u tio n  to t h e  B ib lio g ru p h ia  U n iversa lis , t h o u g h  by  no m e a n s  
ins ign i f ican t  in size, w a s  omi t ted  from M a s u r e ’s list.

A cha rac te r i s t ic  on e  would expect  of a list of C o n trib u ­
tio n s  to the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  is a qu ite  di rect  c o r r e s ­
po nd ence  be tween  the  g i ven  numer ica l  sequence  of the i tems 
a n d  th e  chronolog ica l  s e q u e n c e  of  the ir  publ icat ion .  O n  the 
w ho le  thi s  c o r r e sp on denc e  exists ,  t h o u g h  n o t  completely.  
No. 38, for  example .  Henr i  La F o n t a i n e ’s B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  la  
P a ix  w a s  pub l i shed  by the Ins t i tu t e  in 1910. The  p reced in g  and 
suc ceed in g  nu m b ers  be l o n g  to the period 1902— 03, so th a t  it 
is  a n  in te rpola t ion  in the  list,  p r e s u m a b l y  to take  up  a n  u n ­
used number .  C on t r ib u t io ns  68 to 73 for the period 1903 to 1911 
seem to h a v e  the  expec ted  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  be tw een  n u m b e r  and 
chronology .  F rom  this  point  on. however ,  the  l ist  sh ow s  in creas­
in g  confus ion  be tw een  the  two sequences.  M a n y  of the later  
n u m b e r s  a r e  g iven  to w orks  h a v i n g  a cons i de ra b ly  ear l ie r  pub­
l icat ion d a te  tha n  the i r  n u m b e r s  w o u ld  lead  one  to expect .  
Most  of the  pub l ic a t ions  involved w'ere A m e r i c a n  or  Eng l i s h  
p r in te d  l i b r a r y  c a t a l o g u e s  or  r e a d i n g  lists,  a n d  a s  such,  often 
employed  d ec im al  n u m b e r s  a n d  a s t a n d a r d i s e d  e n t ry  Torm. 
They met ,  therefore ,  the c r i te r ia  em ployed  for  d e t e r m i n i n g  el i­
g ibi l i ty for inc lus ion in the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  but  they 
do  not  re pr e sen t  a g e n u i n e  co-opera t ive  effort  be tween  the IIB 
a n d  the ir  publ i shers .

In i ts  e a r l i e s t  days ,  the  IIB s t r e ss e d  t h a t  the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  
U n iversa lis  w a s  a coopera t ive  v e n t u r e  ( th o u g h  the  In s t i t u t e ’s 
re spons ib i l i t i es  for  it w e re  s t r ic t ly  l imi ted) ,  and  m a n y  publ i ­
c a t i o n s  in the se r ies  ( th o u g h  not  all, a s  Ot le t  exp la in ed  to  Put-
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n a m ) ,  ca r r ied  on  the ir  covers  their  C o n trib u tio n  N u m b e r  in 
a s t a n d a r d  h e a d i n g  e x p l a i n i n g  w h a t  this  m e a n t .  Af ter  1907, 
t h e l l B  s e e m s  to have  ac ted  un i la te ra l ly  on ever more  f requent  
oc cas ions  in de c l a r in g  a publ ica t ion  par t  of  the B ib lio g ra ­
ph ia  U n iversa lis . P e r h a p s  this  w a s  s imp ly  intended  to show 
the  wor ld  t h a t  the se r ies  con t in ued  to g ro w  and  wi th  it the 
in te r na t io na l  b ib l iographic  co-opera t ion  it o r ig i na l ly  r e p r e s e n ­
ted.  B u t  by 1907 the  ser ies  had become to s o m e  ex t en t  fac t i ­
t ious,  and  did no t  repre sen t ,  o ther  th a n  ind i rec t ly  a n d  inc id en­
tally,  b ib l iog raphi c  co -opera t ion  s p r i n g i n g  from the  I IB with 
the R B U  lo om ing  in the  back g ro un d.  By th i s  t ime,  to  say 
n o t h i n g  of se ve ra l  c r i ses  in O t l c t ’s p r iv a te  life, he  a n d  La  F o n ­
ta ine  ha d  become involved  in the  ex p an s i o n  of the  OIB  into  a 
complex of d if ferent  off ices which were  to form the  nuc leus,  
the  in te l lec tua l  hub .  of  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of in te rn a t i o n a l  a s s o ­
c ia t ions .  They  w e re  no t  able,  a s  a resu l t ,  to keep  up  the  p r e s ­
s u r e  of  adv ice  a nd  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a t  they  h a d  f irst  exer ted 
on behal f  of  the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , a n d  there w a s  a g e n ­
e ra l  s lo w in g  dow n  af te r  th a t  t ime in the product i on  of b ib­
l io gr aph ie s  s t a n d a r d i s e d  a c c o r d i n g  to IIB Rules  and  dest ined  
for the  RBU.

T H E  C O M PIL A T IO N  O F  T H E  U N IV ER SA L 
B IB L IO G R A P H IC  REPERTO RY

At the  c en t r a l  office of  the Ins t i t u t e  in Brusse l s ,  a s  the 
y ea r s  w e n t  by, th e  RBU, for which  th e  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iver­
sa lis  p rovided  s t a n d a r d i s e d  m a te r ia l  for inc lusion,  g r a d u a l l y  
expande d .  In 1897 it con ta in e d  a mil l ion a n d  a ha l f  not ices .22 
A problem in its e a r ly  deve lopm en t  w a s  c r ea ted  by the a b ­
sence  of full c lass i f ica t ion  tables.  M a n y  not ices w e re  classif ied 
te n ta t i ve ly  by the  ab r id g e d  tables ,  the rest  by the  full t ab le s  
whe re  the y  existed .  It w a s  in te nded  t h a t  the  f irst  g ro u p  would 
be  c lass i f ied  a second  time,  a n d  t h a t  even tua l ly  on ly  one m i n u t e ­
ly c lass if ied  subjec t  se r ies  would exist.  In 18 9 9 ’ the Author  
Reper tory ha d  g ro w n  lo 1,274,000 not ices,  th e  «Abr idged»  
S u b je c t  R epe r tory  co nt a ined  779,000 notices,  a n d  the Full 
Sub je c t  Repe r tory  839.450.23

The  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of these  reper tor ies  did no t  p rove  to be 
simple.  A  n u m b e r  of  « t r a n s i t i o n a l»  reper to r i es  h a d  to be  e s t a b ­
l ished to hold c a r d s  for « i nd ex in g  in the co u rs e  of  execut ion  
a nd  to avoid confus ion  a m o n g  not ices  which h a d  reached  d i f ­
ferent  s t a g e s  of  e la bo ra t io n  and  c lass if ica t ion» .24 By 1903 il 
w a s  felt t h a t  the au th o r  a n d  subjec t  reper tor ies  w e re  not  enou gh  
in thems elves  to  e n s u r e  the m a x i m u m  use fu l ness  of the 
R B U  a n d  to them w e re  add ed  o th e rs  in v o lv in g  dup l ica t ion  of 
e le m ent s  taken  from them.  At thi s  t ime,  too,  each  of  the  r epe r ­
tor ies w a s  g iven  d is t i n g u i s h i n g  let ters .  The  m a in  a lp habe t ica l
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a u t h o r  r epe r tor v  w a s  g iven  the ini t ial  N (p re s u m a b ly  for 
N o m s ) ,  the  re pe r to ry  c lass if ied  by th e  e x te nde d  Dewey ta b l es  
the let te r A,  and  th a t  by the a b r id ge d  Dewey the le t ter  B. To 
th e  f irst  re per to ry  w a s  add ed  on e  for the  t i t l es  of per iodical s,  
N R  (N o m s d es  R e v u e s ?) a n d  one  for the  t i t les of books,  NL
(N o m s d e s  L iv re s? ) . A subjec t  reper to ry  by  g e o g r a p h y  ( re ­
per tory  AG)  w a s  ad d e d  to reper to ry  A. H e re  w e re  p laced  d u p ­
l icate c a r d s  f rom the m a in  reper to ry  for i t ems  d e a l in g  wi th  a 
g iven  ge og ra p h ic a l  p lace  — count ry ,  reg ion ,  p rovince ,  town,  
etc.  A not he r  reper to ry  w a s  t h a t  d e s i g n a t e d  NRT,  for  indexed 
periodica ls .

T his rep erto ry  c o n s titu te s , in princip le, a d u p lica te  of o th e r reperto ries 
w h ere  they  co m p rise  n o tices of a rtic le s  in  p eriod ica ls. W e hav e  been 
led to  beg in  th is  rep erto rv  to  e n su re  a n  effective  co n tro l over our 
o th e r rep erto ries . In  these, th e  n o tice s  of a rtic le s  o f pe rio d ica ls  are 
d ispersed  acco rd in g  to  the o rder of th e  a lp h ab et by a u th o r 's  n a m e s or 
by  w o rd s  in th e  title , o r  a cco rd in g  to  th e  su b jec t trea ted . In  th e  R e­
p e rto ry  of Indexed  P erio d ica ls , on  th e  o th e r h a n d , u n d e r th e  nam e of 
each p e rio d ica l one  should  be  ab le  to  find an  in d ica tio n  o f all the
a rtic le s  w hich have ap p eared  in  it a rra n g e d  by  ch ro no log ica l o rder
of pu b lica tio n .25

Bv 1903 it h ad  a l so  become nec e ss a ry  to es tab l i s h  a c ont ro l ­
led l ist  of the subjec t  h e a d i n g s  used in the  Decimal  C la ss i f i ­
cat ion.  This  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  Rep er tory  I a n d  by the  end  of  the  
y e a r  con ta in e d  over 20,000 h e a d i n g s  in five l a n g u a g e s  «wi th  
th e i r  references ,  synonyms. . .  a n d  the c lass i f ica t ion  n u m b e r  c o r ­
r e s p o n d i n g  to  them».20 A careful  record  of all the sources  
used  in bu i l d in g  up these  v a r io u s  r epe r to r i e s  w a s  m a in ta in ed ,  
a n d  th i s  record,  d e s ig n a t e d  R epe r tory  IV, co nt a ine d  430 i tems 
by the  end  of 1903.

A m o n g  the pr inc ipa l  so u rc es  of en t r ies  for the  A ut ho r  R e p ­
er tor y  were  t h e  b ib l iographie s  of the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa ­
lis . O th e r  m a j o r  so u rc es  were  the  p r in t ed  c a t a l o g s  of the  grea t  
n a t i o n a l  l ibra ries.  In 1902 Ot le t  m a d e  a n  e x c h a n g e  a g r e e m e n t  
w i t h  P u t n a m ,  L ibrar ian  of the U. S.  L i b ra ry  of Co ngr e ss .  As  
a resu l t  of thi s  a g r e e m e n t  two copies  of al l  the  pr in ted  ca rds  
of  th e  L i b ra ry  of C o n g r e s s  f lowed into the  reper tor y .2'  There 
th ey  jo i ned  en t r ies  taken  f rom the c a t a l o g s  of  the  Br i t ish  M u ­
seum,  the las t  vo lu me s  of  which ha d  a p p e a r e d  in 1899, from 
t h a t  of  F r a n c e ’s Bib l io thèque  Na t iona le ,  the  p r i n t i n g  of which  
w a s  b e g u n  in 1901, from t h a t  of the König l iche Bibl io thek  in 
Ber l in,  b e g u n  in 1908, a n d  from the C a ta lo g o  g en era le  della  
L ib ra ría  I ta lia n a . The  11B a lso  rece ived as  a gif t  th e  pr in ted  
access ion  l is ts  of the  Br i t i sh  M u s e u m  af te r  1899 to the W ar .  
In re tu rn ,  the  IIB sen t  off ( a s  it did to the  L ib ra ry  of C o n ­
g r e s s )  copies of  its o w n  publ ica t ions .  In 1910 C le ­
m e n t  A n dre w s ,  Chief l i b r a r ia n  of the f am ou s  scient if ic  a n d  tech­
n i c a l  J o h n  C r e r a r  L ib ra ry  in Chicago ,  m a d e  an  e x c h a n g e  a g ­
r e e m e n t  wi t h  Ot le t  by  which ,  in r e tu rn  for a co rp u s  of B e lg ia n
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g o v e r n m e n t  do cume nts ,  A n d r e w s  w a s  to d i s pa tch  80,000 c a r d s  
of the C r e r a r ' s  c lass if ied C a t a l o g  for inc or po ra t io n  into the
RBU .  It a p p e a r s  th a t  O t l e t  received the c a r d s  b u t  th a t  A n d r e w s  
never  received the docum en ts . 28 To these  g r e a t  na t iona l  l ib­
r a r y  c a t a l o g s  w e re  ad d e d  c u r r e n t  na t iona l  b ib l io graphie s  such 
a s  th e  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  la  F rance, the B o o kse lle r , the  A'eder- 
la n d sch  B ib lio g ra p h ie , and ,  of course ,  the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  
B elg iq u e .

T he  v a r io u s  su b je c t  reper tor ie s  were  a p p a r e n t l y  not  c o m ­
piled from exac t ly  the  s a m e  so ur ces  a s  the m a i n  a lphabe t ica l  
a u t h o r  reper to ry  but  m a in ly  f rom the  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to the 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , the  c u r r e n t  na t io n a l  b ib l iographies  
a n d  s t a n d a r d  special  b ib l iographies ,  p r o m in e n t  a m o n g  which 
were  the  Royal  Soc iety ' s  C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n tif ic  P apers  a nd  
the In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n tif ic  L ite ra tu re ,29

The g row th  of  the  reper to r i es  fed from this  m u l t i tu d e  of 
sources ,  which  R eper tor y  IV in 1912 s h o w e d  to be near ly
2,000 in n u m b e r ,  w a s  pred ic tab ly  rap id .  F rom  a mil l ion  a n d  a 
hal f  no tices  in 1897, the repe r tor i es  swe l led  to 6.269,750 by 
the  e nd  of  J u l y  1903. In 1903 the  A ut ho r  Re p e r to ry  a l one  c on ­
ta in e d  3,061,000 not ices which  requi red  3,384 c a t a l o g  d r a w e r s  
to house.  At th a t  t ime  the full Su bj ec t  R epe r to ry  (Repe r to ry  
A) con ta in e d  1,541,750 not ices ,  the  A b r id g e d  Su b je c t  Re per to ­
ry  (R epe r tor y  B) ,  942,OOO.30 A y e a r  la te r  350,000 not ices had
been ad d e d  to all reper tor ies  but no  rec lass i f ica t io n  of en t r ies
in R epe r tory  B w a s  a t te m p te d  d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime,  or  indeed,. 
sub seq uen t ly .31 Th ough by  1912 the  r a t e  of  g r o w t h  of the r ep ­
er tor ies  h ad  s lowed  d ow n  very cons iderab ly ,  the total  in tha t  
year ,  nearly  9,000,000 en t r ies ,  w a s  s t a g g e r i n g . 32

By 1912, too, a n u m b e r  of the 1903 reper tor ie s  had  been 
consol ida ted .  The  re pe r to ry  for t i t l es  of books  a n d  t h a t  for ge o ­
graph ic a l  place w e re  a b a n d o n e d .  The  re pe r to ry  of the  t i t les 
of per iod ica l s  (NR)  w a s  m e r g e d  wi th  the r epe r to ry  of indexed 
per iod ica l s  ( N R T ) ,  and  the  per iod ica l s  indexed  w e re  m a in ly  
those indexed r e g u la r ly  a t  the  Office for  the m on th ly  b ib l iog­
r a p h y  of Be lg ia n  per iodica l  l i t e r a tu re  for which the O I B  w a s  
respons ib le  and  which w a s  i s sued a s  p a r t  of  the B ib lio g ra p h ie  
de B e lg iq u e . The  ge og ra p h ic a l  re pe r to ry  m a y  h a v e  been 
m e r g e d  wi th  a n o th e r  reper tory ,  the Réper to i re  Ico no gr ap hi que  
Universe l  (Repe r tory  P H )  b e g u n  a t  the OIB in 1906, o ne  par t  
of which  w a s  a r r a n g e d  geog ra ph ic a l ly .33

The b as ic  e leme nts ,  the technology  of the O I B ’s reper tor ies ,  
w e re  « inform at ion»  c a r d s  ( t he  c a r d s  b e a r i n g  the  e n t r i e s ) ,  d ivi ­
s i o n a r y  c a rd s ,  c a ta lo g  d ra w e r s ,  the «m eu b les  c la sse u rs» or 
the  fu rn i tu re  c o n t a i n i n g  b a n k s  of  d ra we rs .

Tlie com bination  o f these  d ifferen t e le m e n ts . . .  p e rm its  the e s ta b lish ­
m en t of ca rd  rep erto rie s  s im ila r to  a tru e  book. The in fo rm a tio n  cards.
c o n stitu te  th e  leaves of th e  book; the d iv is io n ary  ca rd s , v a rio u sly  coin-
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bined, in d ica te  th e  ex te rio r  p a r ts ,  th e  ch ap te rs , the sec tio n s  a n d  th e  
p a ra g ra p h s ; th e  b in d in g  c o n sis ts  o f th e  d ra w er itself, th e  m o vab le  rod 
of w hicn fu n c tio n s a s  th e  s p in e . . .  T h e  c la ss ifica tio n  n u m bers on  the 
c a rd s  a re  rea lly  a  p a g in a tio n  fo r a  w o rk  w hose c o n te n ts  ta b le  is  the 
tab le  o f the D ecim al C lassifica tion . Such a  book is  co n su lted  a s  re a d i­
ly a s  a n y  o th e r. I t  is necessa ry  o n ly  to  flick the c a rd s  o v er o n  th e ir 
low er edge, a s  one  w ould  tu rn  th e  p ag es o f a book, in o rd e r to  read 
th em  w ith  th e  g re a te s t  ease.
The a d v a n ta g e s  o f card  re p e rto rie s  over o th er k ind  of rep erto ries  
com piled in th e  form  of re g is te rs , books or no teb o o k s a re  a s  follow s:
1. Successive da ily  in te rca la tio n s  of new  m ate ria l a rc  perm itted ;
2. C lassifica tio n  c an  be m ain ta in ed  s tead ily  in a s tr ic t  and  rig o ro u s 
order;
3. In d e fin ite  a d d itio n  to  the am o u n t of m a te ria l is possible;
4. Im m ed ia te  u tilisa tio n  of m a te ria l a lre ad y  collected , w ith o u t need in g  
to  w a it for th e  com pletion  of th e  w o rk  begun , is possib le ;
5. P re p a ra tio n  of n o tices by  a g re a t num ber of people  w o rk in g  a t the 
sam e  tim e, how ever d is ta n t  th ey  m ig h t be from  each  o th er, is  facili­
ta te d .»

This  work ,  th i s  g r e a t  b ib l io graphic a l  vo lume g r o w i n g  in 
s ize  a n d  complexi ty  in the Sa l l e  des  Réper to i res  at  the  I n t e r ­
na t i o n a l  Office of  Bib l iog raphy ,  1 Ru e  des Musées,  Brussel s ,  
w a s  in tended  for w id e  public consu l ta t ion .  Th e  Sa l l e  des  R é ­
per to i res  w a s  th rown open da i ly  f rom 9 a .  m. unti l  Noon,  a nd  
from 2 p. m.  unt i l  6, m uc h  a f te r  the  fashion of a l ib r a ry ' s  
R e a d i n g  Room. B ut  in o rde r  to m a k e  w h a t  were  conce ived of 
as  i ts  r iches ava i la b l e  yet  m or e  readi ly ,  a c a r d  copying  service 
w a s  ins t i tu ted  in 1896, a nd  the O I B ’s s ta ff  un de r to ok  to 
co nsu l t  the R ep er to r i es  c o m p r is in g  the  RBU in re s p o n s e  to re ­
qu e s t s  rece ived  t h ro u g h  the mail s .  Even  th ou gh  only  recent ly  
beg un ,  a n d  by defini t ion fa r  f rom comple te ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n  of the 
R B U  as  ea r ly  a s  1896, it w a s  th ough t ,  could  offer  ines t imab le  
aid to s c h o l a r s  a nd  me n of le t ters  in the ir  w ork  .

The  prob lem  of a ccu ra t e l y  fo r m u l a t i n g  search  r eques t s  w a s  
well  u n d e rs to o d  at  the  Office, and  br ief  ins t ruc t io ns  w e re  i s s u­
ed  to help po ten t ia l  c l ients  m a k e  the  be s t  use  poss ib le  of  the  
repertor ies .  The  d a n g e r s  in a reques t  of  t e r m s  too g e n e r a l  or  
too  n a r r o w  in s ign i f ica t ion  w e re  descr ibed,  to g e th e r  w i t h  the  
s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  or  m e a g r e n e s s  of  the  m a te r i a l  wi th which the 
r e p e r to ry  m ig h t  respond to them.  I t  w a s  a l so  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  
r eq u es t s  shou ld  be ac c o m p a n ie d  by re le v a n t  dec imal  nu m b er s .  
Th e  s ta f f  of the  OI B would then know a t  once w he re  in the Re p­
er tor ies  to s t a r t  s e a r c h i n g  a n d  w h a t  k ind of mater ia l  w a s  re­
qui red.  In the  t ab le s  of the Cla ss i f ica t ion  « the  de g re e  of  g e n ­
era l i ty  and  speci f ici ty  of  each ques t ion  is exac t ly  de te rmined  
by the  context».  Indeed,  the  tab les,  by d i s p l ay i ng  «divisions 
a n d  di fferent  a s p e c t s  of  p a r t i cu la r  ques t ions»,  mi gh t  useful ly 
he lp  a s ea rch er  in f o r m u la t i n g  h is  request ,  p ro m p t i n g  h im  to­
w a r d s  b ib l io gr aph ic  com ple te ness  as  well  a s  t o w a r d s  e x a c t ­
ness.  I t  w a s  decided  a t  the  Office t h a t  w h e n e v e r  the n u m b e r  of
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c a r d s  r e l a t i n g  to a request  w a s  m o re  t h a n  50, con f i rm a t io n  of 
t h e  o r i g in a l  o r de r  woul d  be sough t  «to ob v ia te  su rp r i s e» . 35

Th e  n u m b e r  of  d e m a n d  b i b l iog raph ies  prov ide d  by  the  O f ­
fice g r a d u a l l y  rose  ove r  the  years.  In 1896, 21 r eq u es t s  for  b ib­
l iog raphica l  in fo rmat ion  of one k ind  and  a n o t h e r  w e re  rece iv­
ed. The  next  year  the n u m b e r  had  tr ipled,  a n d  over  1500 ca rds  
w e r e  copied a n d  sen t  off in r e spon se  to them.  B y  1912 over  
1500 reques t s  w e re  be in g  received each  year  a n d  the  nu m be r  
of  c a r d s  copied h ad  g r o w n  to over 10,000. The  su b je c ts  of the 
re q u es t s  r a n g e d  f rom inte l l igence  to c o a g u la t i o n  of the blood, 
from B u l g a r i a n  f inances  a n d  c o m p a r a t i v e  s ta t i s t i c s  for E u r o ­
pean  publ ic  debts  to the t i t les of co llect ions  of m a x i m s  and  
proverbs  from dif ferent  count r ies ,  from the phi losophy of 
m a t h e m a t i c s  to the b o o m e r a n g .36

D IS T R IB U T IN G  T H E  RBU

In w r i t i n g  ab ou t  the RBU ,  Ot le t  h ad  a ss e r te d  th a t  copies 
of the whole  wo uld  be  d i s t r ibu ted  t h ro u g h o u t  the wor ld  to  every 
m a jo r  cen te r  of  l e a rn in g ,  w he re  it w oul d  soon  become an  in­
d i s p e n s a b l e  a d j u n c t  to l ib r a r ie s  a n d  labora tor ies .  I t  w a s  to be 
poss ib le  a lso  to take  out  su b sc r ip t i o n s  to  p a r t s  of  the  r epe r to ­
ry, a n d  al l  of these  dup l ica te  r epe r to r i es  w ou ld  be kept  up  to 
da t e  by  r e g u l a r  s h ip m e n ts  of copies  of the  c a r d s  ad d e d  to the 
pro to type  reper to ry  in Br us se l s .  Indeed,  it had  been  s u g g e s t e d  
tha t  Nat ion a l  Bib l iographica l  B u reau x  shou ld  be es t ab l i s he d  
in the v a r io u s  co un t r ie s  of the wor ld  a n d  t h a t  a m o n g  thei r  
d ive rse  func t ions  w ou ld  be  the  m a i n t e n a n c e  of a copy of the  
R B U .37 On several  o ccas i ons  there  were  a t t e m p t s  m a d e  a t  the 

O I B  to in i t i a te  am bi t i ous  subscr ip t ion  and  d is t r ibu t ion  p ro g ra m s ,  
bu t  these  we re  ne a r l y  a l w a y s  one- t ime af fa ir s  s e r v in g  to 
h ig h l ig h t  the pr ob le m s  faced by  the  Office in ach iev ing  
its goa l  of a ful ly or, a t  l east ,  s ig n i f i can t ly  d i s t r ibu ted  
RBU.

O n e  such  a t t e m p t  fol lowed the Un iversa l  Expos i t i on  of P a r i s  
in 1900. P a r t  of  a n  e n o r m o u s  exhibi t  of  tw o mil l ion  c a r d s  p re ­
pa re d  by O I B  for the  Expo s i t io n38 w a s  depos i ted  in the of­
fices of th e  Bib l io graphica l  B u r e a u  of P ar i s .39 H e r e  w a s  to  be 
th e  f irst  na t i o n a l  office ou ts id e  of  Be lg i um  h a v i n g  wi th in  it a 
g r o w i n g ,  dup l ica te  por t ion of the  RBU. The  Bib l iographica l  B u ­
reau.  a l w a y s  in r a th e r  s t r a i te n e d  c i r cum s ta nc es ,  in fact  l imi t ­
ed i ts  g u a r d i a n s h i p  to a sm a l l  dupl ic a te  of  t h a t  p a r t  of the 
re per to ry  d e a l i n g  wi th  appl ied  sciences.  As  a m a jo r  p a r t  of the 
B u r e a u ' s  s u p p o r t  der ived  from the Soc ié té d ’e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
pour  l’indus t r i e  na t iona le ,  this p a r t i cu la r  su b j ec t  b i a s  is u n ­
d e r s t a n d a b l e . 40 F o r  severa l  y e a r s  a f te r  t h e  Expos i t ion ,  th e  O I B  
d is p a tc h e d  to P a r i s  p a r t s  of  the  co n t r ib u t i o n s  to the B ib lio g ra ­
p h ia  U n iv e rsa lis ,41 Th ese  s h ip m e n t s  w e re  a p p a r e n t l y  n e i th e r
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r e g u l a r  nor  comprehens ive ,  and  in 1903 the c lass i f ied  reper tory  
a t  the  Bib l io g raph ica l  B u r e a u  con ta in e d  only  about
40,000 c a r d s . 43 A n o th e r  a t t e m p t  a t  d i s t r i bu t io n  of the R B U  w a s  
m a d e  by Ot le t  in o r d e r  to  fulfil h i s  p a r t  of the  e x c h a n g e  a g r e e ­
m e n t  wi th  H e rb e r t  P u t n a m  of t h e  U.  S. L ib ra ry  of Co ng res s .  
By M a y  of 1903, 70,000 c a r d s  r e p re s e n t i n g  v a r io u s  c o n t r ib u ­
t ions  to the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  w a s  a ss em bl ed  in B ru s ­
s e l s  a n d  s e n t  off to W a s h i n g t o n .  A su b se q u e n t  50,000 cards  
were  exhibi ted a t  the  St.  Louis  Expos i t ion  of 1904 a n d  were  then 
se n t  on  to the  Li b ra ry  of  Co ng res s .  O th e r  sm a l l  d i spa t ches  were 
m a d e  by  the Office’s s taf f  to L u x e m b o u r g 43 a nd  B u lg a r i a ,44 
b u t  they  occur r ed  only  once  a s  a g e s tu r e  of e n c o u r a g e m e n t  and  
s u p p o r t  to the  l ib ra r ie s  involved.

P e r h a p s  the  g r e a t e s t  event  in the  h i s tory  of  the d i s t r i ­
but ion of the R B Ü  w a s  the  receipt  of a re ques t  in 1911 from 
t h e  Nat ion a l  L i b ra ry  of  Rio de J a n e i r o  for 600.000 c a r d s  to 
fo rm  a g e n e r a l  sub j ec t  reper tory .  T h e  L ib ra ry  ag re ed  to pay  
a  fee of  15,000 f ra n c s  for  the  c a rd s .  H a v i n g  reques ted  hal f  of 
the  m o n e y  in a d v a n c e  « to  rec ru i t  pe rsonnel  to do the  work» ,45 
Ot le t  a n d  his s ta f f  g a t h e r e d  to ge the r  230,000 c a r d s  a n d  a r r a n g ­
ed  them in c lassi f ied order  in 192 boxes.  A recept ion was  
h e ld  for  th e  t r a n s f e r  of th i s  m a te r ia l  to th e  B ra z i l i a n  a m b a s s a ­
dor ,  a nd  to it were  invi ted the  d ip lomat ic  s ta f f s  in F r a n c e  and  
Be lg iu m  of m o s t  of the  So ut h  A m er ican  s ta te s .46 By the e nd  of 
1913 the  a m o u n t  of  ma te r i a l  sen t  cons is ted  of 351,697 notices.47 
An e x t r a  33,00 notices  w e re  d i spa tc he d  in J u l y  1914, a t  which 
poin t  M asu re ,  the  S e c re t a ry  of t h e  OIB .  w r o te  to the  Di rec tor  
o f  the  L i b ra ry  to s u g g e s t  th a t  p e r h a p s  the  Office should  send 
second copies of  c a r d s  a l r e a d y  sen t  to  Rio for the cons t ruc t ion  
of  an a lp habe t ic  a u t h o r  re pe r to ry . 48 Th e  c a r d s  which h ad  been 
sen t  w e re  in the  m a i n  der ived  f rom recent  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  to the 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis , wi th  on e  or  two except iona l  i t ems  
d a t i n g  back  lo the per iod  f rom 1895 to 1900. It is c l ea r  tha t  
the  pr obl em  of o b t a i n i n g  copies of the  b ib l io gr aphi e s  m a k i n g  
up  the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa lis  bu t  ou t  of p r in t  by  1911 or 
of  o th e r  m at e r i a l  in the  RBU ,  w a s  in s u p e r a b le  and  the 600,000 
f i g u re  c o n t r ac te d  for  w a s  a p p a re n t l y  ne ve r  met .  Never the less  
a h igh  v a l u e  w a s  se t  up o n  the c a r d s  received in Rio from the 
O I B ,  a n d  in 1914 an  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to s e n d  someone  from 
Brazi l  to B r u s s e l s  to s t u d y  how th e  O I B  worked  in or de r  to 
m a k e  g r e a t e r  use  of  them.49 U n fo r tu n a te ly  the  W a r  sup e rv ened  
to m ake  the v i s i t  impossible.

P a t r ic k  G eddes ,  wh o h ad  m e t  Ot le t  in P a r i s  a t  the  U n i v e r ­
s a l  Expos i t ion  in 1900, h ad  been very  im pres sed  by O t l e t ’s 
c l a i m s  for the RBU .  Scot t i sh  soc io logis t  a n d  to w n -p ían n e r ,  he 
w a s  d r a w n  in to  the  pr e l i m in ar y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for s p e n d in g  the 
funds  t h a t  A n d re w  C a r n e g i e  had placed a t  the d isposa l  
o f  C a r n e g i e ' s  na t iv e  town,  Dunferml ine ,  in 1903. Ge dde s  bel ieved
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th a t  the  t ow n 's  l i b r a ry  need  only  be sm a l l  if full u t i l i sa t i ­
on  of  the  «mi l l ion a n d  m o re  books» in th e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r ea  
could  be a r r a n g e d .  So m e  «b ib l io gra ph ica l  a id»  w a s  «u rg e n t l y  
requ i red»  for this ,  he  wr ot e  to  La  F o n ta in e .  «Could  you a nd  
M.  Ot le t»,  he asked ,  «g iv e  m e  therefore  s u c h  an  ind ica t ion  as  I 
c an  lay before th e  t r u s te e s  of  how.. .  the  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Bib l io­
g ra p h ic a l  In s t i t u t e  w ou ld  be p r e p a r e d  to a ss i s t  them in the 
m a t t e r  — of cour se  wi th  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  ind ica t ion  of the  nec­
e ss a ry  o u t l a y  on  the ir  p a r t . »50 They  w o u ld  a l so  requi re ,  he 
observed ,  «a b ib l io gr aphy  as  comple te  a s  possible  of all tha t  
is b e i n g  d o n e  in Edu ca t io n ,  in Civic a n d  Socia l  B e t t e rm e n t ,  
in P a r k s  a n d  G a r d e n i n g ,  a n d  the like. P r a y  tell  me...  if the  
In s t i t u t e  could  su p p ly  b ib l iog raph ie s  a n d  u n d e r  w h a t  co ndi ­
t ions?» 61 La F o n t a i n e  h ad  n o  doubt  of th e  he lp  the  In s t i t u t e  
could offer. «I a m  g o i n g  to g e t  in touch  wi th  m y  fr iend O t ­
let», he repl ied,

a n d  w e w ill com m u n ica te  to  you  so o n  o u r  id eas and  o b se rv a tio n s  a s  
to  th e  g e n e ra l p lan  of th e  w hole  c ity . A s to  th e  b ib lio g rap h ica l p a rt, 
w e accep t very  w illin g ly  th e  p re p ara tio n  of th e  spec ia l b ib lio g rap h ies  
for you a t a no m in a l price, a n d  if, a s  I suppose, you  sh o u ld  w a n t 
them  to  be a s  com plete  a s  possib le, it w ill be  easy  to  d o  p erfec t w ork , 
bul th e  price  of the ca rd s  w ill go  up to  15 cen tim es each. As to  the 
m ethodical c a ta lo g  p rep ared  fo r a ll th e  books in  th e  ne ighborhood  of 
D unferm line, w e could  a lso  do  th is  a n d  ev en tu a lly  fu rn ish  th e  neces­
sa ry  num ber o f copies. O nly , fo r th a t, w e w ould  hav e  to  know  if c a ­
ta lo g s  ex isted  a lre ad y  and  if it is po ss ib le  to  ob ta in  a suffic ien t n u m ­
ber o f copies.52

La F o n t a i n e  w a s  of cou rse  t h in k in g  in t e r m s  of co m p i l i n g  a 
un ion  c a t a l o g  on  th e  bas i s  of a l r e a d y  ex is t i n g  a n d  there fo re  
da te d  p r in te d  ca ta log s .

W hen Ot le t  in h i s  t u r n  rep lied  ten  d a y s  la te r  to Geddes* 
le t te r  to La  F o n ta in e ,  he w ro te  a t  g r e a t  l e n g th  in the  mos t  g e ­
nera l  vein.  W h a t  should  he c rea ted ,  he sa id  w a s  a Scot t i sh  
sec t ion  of the  Ins t i tu te ,  l ike the F renc h  sec t ion  «which  h as  
not  developed ra p i d l y  for w a n t  of  funds».  Th e  Scot t i sh  I n s t i ­
tu te  wou ld  ho us e  a compl e t e  du pl ic a te  of  th e  RBU ,  w o u ld  con ­
ta in  a un ion  c a t a l o g  of Sc ot t i s h  l ib r a r ie s  (which w oul d  be a d ­
ded to the  RBLI in B rus se l s )  a n d  w o u ld  se t  up  an  i nd exi ng  s e r ­
vice for Sc ot t i sh  periodica ls .53 A yea r  ear l ie r  Otlet  h ad  sk e tc h ­
ed a very  am bi t io us  p r o g r a m  for the IIB in Scot lan d:

w e w ould  estab lish  a com ple te  d u p lica te  o f o u r rep erto rie s  destin ed  
for y o u r p rin c ip a l lib ra ries . T h is w ould  be e stab lish ed  in  m an u scrip t 
and  w ould be kep t u p  to  d a te  by d u p lica te s  of a ll th e  new  c a rd s  w hich 
w e in se rt each  d a v  in o u r  rep erto ries . W e cou ld  a lso  estab lish  d u p li­
c a te s  o f p a r ts ,  such  as, for exam ple, co n te m p o ra ry  b ib liog raphy , b ib li­
o g rap h y  of som e of th e  b ran ch es o f science, to  be  used  by  each  of 
your u n iv ers ities  o r  sc ien tific  cen ters .54

B ut  it w a s  c lear  t h a t  the I IB could not  h a v e  d o n e  a n y  of 
this,  shou ld  n e g o t i a t i o n s  h a v e  been successful  wi th  G e d d e s  a n d  
h is  co l l eagues .  The  n e a r e s t  t h a t  the  I IB  eve r  c a m e  to th e  p r o ­
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g r a m  described for S c o t l a n d  w a s  the  d i s p a t c h in g  of c a r d s  to 
th e  N a t i on a l  L i b ra ry  in Rio de J ane i r o ,  and  u l t im ate ly  this 
w a s  not  successful .  W he n  in 1902, the y e a r  before his  enqui r ies  
ab o u t  the  pa r t i c ip a t io n  of  I IB in the  deve lo pm en t  of  p la ns  
for  Dunfe rm l in e ,  G e d d e s  w r o te  u r g e n t l y  to Ot le t  t h a t  he needed  
b i l i i iographica l  help for h i s  s t u d e n t s  in soc iology,  the  IIB did 
no t  s eem  to be ab le  to re sp o n d  a dequ a te ly  e v e n  to  th i s  d e m a n d .  
«I wish  to pu t  before  m y  s tu de n ts » ,  w r o te  G eddes ,  «a se t  of 
c a rds ,  in c lu d in g  yo ur s  f irst  of all ,  which  they m a y  use  for g u i d ­
an c e  in r ead i ng ,  "and which  they m a y  the m se lv es  ex t end  as 
the ir  s tud ie s  proceed:  a n  E l e m e n ta r y  Bib l io g ra ph y  of Soc io lo­
g y — this  is w h a t  w e  need .»55 Th re e  w eeks  w e n t  by a n d  G e d ­
d e s  w r o te  imp a t ie n t ly  a g a i n  for the  in f or ma t io n  a n d  e s t im a te s  
of  cos t s  which  needed  «before my next  lecture» .56 So m e  re­
ply w a s  m a d e  b u t  the  m a t t e r  w a s  a l lowed to drop .57

At thi s  d i s ta n ce  in t ime  wi th  the  few s ta t i s t i c s  ava i la b le  
it is h a r d  to a t t e m p t  a n y  e v a lu a t i o n  of thi s  se rv ice  or  of the 
R B U  itself.  Th e  R B U  w a s  compi led  f rom se co n d a ry  sources  
( c a ta lo g s ,  b ib l iog raphies ,  bookse l le rs ’ l i s t s  a n d  so  on)  which  
w e re  s im p ly  cu t  up  into e n t r ie s  p a s t e d  on  c a rds ,  a s s ig n e d  c l a s ­
si f icat ion  nu m b er s ,  a n d  filed in d r a w e r s .  The  l imi t a t i ons  of 
thi s  p ro ced u re  w e re  obvious ,  a s  the  Office’s c r i t i cs  po in ted  ou t  
at  the b e g i n n i n g  of  its work.  W h e re  severa l  copies of an  ent ry  
were  required for the du pl ic a te  repertor ies,  or  for  mul t iple  
en t r ies  in the m a in  subjec t  reper tory ,  one  of two procedures  
had  to be  fol lowed.  A dupl ic a te  copy of the source  docum en t  
could  he cut  up  (a n d  the  Office s e e m s  to h a v e  g e n e ra l l y  re ­
lied on  th i s  p r ocedur e  for  o b t a i n i n g  a t  l e a s t  one  a u t h o r  a nd  
one  subjec t  e n t r y  for  a l is ted w o r k ) ,  o r  the  e n t ry  could  be 
typ ed  a s  m a n y  t imes  as  ne c e ss a ry  on  ca rds .  Both  procedures ,  
expens ive  a n d  tedious,  w e r e  likely to d i s c o u ra g e  mul t ip le  en t ry  
an d  dupl ica t ion  of repertor ies.

The  theore t ica l  v a l u e  of  long ,  h ig h ly  complex c lass i f ica t ion  
numb er s ,  which r ep re sen ted  a kind of in-depth inde xin g  of v a r ­
ious w orks  (or,  a t  l east ,  of  thei r  t i t les)  in in c reas in g  the re ­
ca l l  of re le v an t  m a t e r i a l  f rom the  reper tor ies ,  w a s  in pract ice  
very much res t r ic ted by  the  prac tica l  p roblem of copy ing  e n ­
tr ies to be filed u n d e r  the v a r io u s  p a r t s  of the number .  This  
s a m e  copyi ng  problem m a y  a l so  a c c o u n t  for the  u se  of  d if fe r­
en t  sources  in co m p i l i n g  the a u t h o r  a n d  su bj ec t  reper tor ies ,  so 
tha t  the  reper tor ie s  did no t  represen t ,  a s  theore t ica l ly  they 
shoul d  have ,  two k in ds  of access  to the  s a m e  b ib l iographie  
store.  Fo r  c u r r e n t  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to the B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iversa ­
lis  a s  m a n y  copies  as  needed  a t  a l ime  for d i s t r ibu t ion  could  
be o b ta in ed  a n d  d is pa tc hed  be c a u s e  t h e  C o n t r ib u t i o n s  were  
pr in ted  in the o r d in a r y  way.  B ut  mul t ip le  copies for d i s t r ib u ­
t ion of  a se r ies  of c a r d s  f rom th e  co nso l id a te d  R B U  w e re  far  
too  expens ive  a n d  diff icult  to make.  It w a s  n ecessa ry  for them
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to be typed.  A m e m b e r  of the Office s ta f f  h a d  to se a rc h  th e  
reper tor ie s  a s  w e  se a rc h  a c a r d  c a t a l o g  for c a r d s  a p p a r e n t l y  
r e l evan t  to a request ,  remove  the c a r d s  or  the  a p p r o p r ia te  
d r a w e r s  f rom the reper tory ,  type  a copy of  each  ca rd ,  a nd  then 
re p la ce  the  c a r d s  or  d r awers .

T h a t  the  c o p y in g  problem w a s  very  se r ious ly  r e g a r d e d  at  
O I B  the re  is no  doubt ,  bo th for co m p i l in g  th e  reper tor ies ,  a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  for  c o n s u l t i n g  them a n d  p r e p a r i n g  b ib l iog raph ie s  
f rom them.  I t  l a y  beh ind  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ' s  concern  to 
f ind  a c h e a p  a n d  s imp le  m e th od  for the re pr od uc t io n  of ca rds .  
F a c i n g  th is  p roblem for the  f irst  t ime  in 1895, O t l e t  w r o t e  for 
advice  to the  L i b r a r y  B u r e a u  in Boston .58 S hor t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  
he  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  b e g a n  to explore  the  poss ib il i ty of  u s i n g  a 
c e r ta in  k ind of ty p e w r i t e r  a n d  a spec ia l ly  p r e p a r e d  z inc  p l a t e  
for p r o d u c i n g  a m a s t e r  for copying .  F o r  thi s  they s o u g h t  a d ­
vice an d  technical  in f or ma t io n  f rom Cedr i c  Ch iv er s  m a n a g e r  of 
the London b r a n c h  of the Bureau .  59 I t  se em s t h a t  the  problem 
of u s in g  a typewr i te r  for p r e p a r i n g  pr in ted  ca rd  copy w a s  ne­
ver  resolved a n d  c a r d s  for the reper tor ies  a n d  from them had 
to be labor ious ly  typed a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  as  necessary .

T he  p r i n t i n g  of c a r d s  by co nv en t io na l  m e a n s  w a s  itself a 
nove l ty  in E ur ope  w hen Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  proposed  to 
c re a t e  and  d is t r i bu te  the i r  RBU. W h e n  they se t  abo ut  o r g a n i ­
s i n g  a c la s s  for  Bi b l i o g rap h y  in th e  Sec t ion  for  Sc ience  a t  the 
I n te r n a t i o n a l  Expos i t i on  of B r u s s e l s  in 1897, they  se ized  upon 
th is  occas ion  a s  an  op por tu n i t y  to d i scover  by m e a n s  of an  
in te rn a t io na l  compet i t ion  a so lu t ion  to the i r  ca rd  cop yi ng  p ro b ­
lems.  They offered a pr ize of  500 f r anc s  for  a m a c h i n e  or  p ro ­
c ed u re  which  would  fulfil these  speci f ica t ions :

1. P r in t in g  a sm all n u m b er of cop ies (50— 100) should  be eas ie r a n d
m ore  rap id  th a n  w ith  th e  m ach ines a n d  p ro ced u res  p re sen tly  av a ilab le ;
2. It sho u ld  be  m ore  econom ical;
3. The tv p e-p la te  for each card  sh o u ld  be s to ra b le  in a h an d y  w ay
so  a s  n o t to  tak e  up m uch space, in  o rd e r to  p e rm it i ts  fu tu re  use.“0

N o t h i n g  c a m e  of the compet i t ion ,  a n d  a t  the  second  I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  Confer ence  of Bi b l io g rap h y  held in B r u s s e l s  l ater  in 
1897, a com m is s i on  to s t u d y  the  m a t t e r  f ur th e r  w a s  se t  up . 61 
E v e n t u a l l y  in 1899 the Office ap p o in t ed  i ts o w n  pr in t e r  who 
w a s  to  spec ia l i se  in p r i n t i n g  i ts b ib l io g raph ic  m a te r i a l . 82 U n ­
fo r tuna te ly  thi s  s te p  proved s o m e t h i n g  of a n  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  
to the  Office.  W r i t i n g  to Richet  in 1902 to re fuse f inanc ia l  
a s s i s t a n c e  for the B ib lio g ra p h ia  M edica , La F o n ta in e  c o m m e n t ­
ed: «W e h a v e  ou rse lves  a defici t  of  m o r e  th a n  22,000 f rancs ,  
a n d  the heavy  c h a r g e  of  a p r i n t i n g  shop  which Ot le t  h a s  c r ea ted  
h a s  taken  us  very  m uc h  beyond w h a t  w e  had  or ig ina l ly  
forecas t» .63

O n e  m u s t  c onc lu de  th a t  the  O I B  w a s  s imp ly  not  equipped  
f inanc ia l ly  or  technica l ly  to  per form the  func t ions which it a d ­
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ver t i s ed  a n d  prom ot ed  wi th  a good  dea l  of m i s g u id e d  a n d  m i s ­
g u i d i n g  zeai .  Moreover ,  had  the cop yi ng  problem been so l v­
able.  the idea of d i s t r ib u t in g  copies  of the whole  or  of par t s  
of the  R B U ,  w a s  su sp ec t  for ye t  a n o th e r  r ea son .  The  R B U ,  as  
h a s  been ind ica ted ,  w a s  a b ib l io graphica l  hybr i d  m a d e  r a t h e r  
m e c h a n ic a l l y  f rom a l a r g e  v a r ie ty  of sources.  So m e  of it r e ­
p re se n t e d  o r ig in a l  b ib l iog raphy;  m o s t  of it w a s  der iva t ive  a n d  
o ne  m ig h t  se r iou s ly  ques t i on  th e  v a l u e  of a ny  am bi t io us  d i s t r i ­
bu t io n  p r o g r a m m e  for it. Thi s  w a s  equa l ly  t r u e  of  the  p r e p a r a ­
t ion  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n  of c u r r e n t  m a t e r i a l  a d d e d  to the RBU.  
E i th e r  it m u s t  involve se co n d a ry  sources ,  a n d  the refo re  con ­
s t i tu te d  only b i b l io g ra ph y  m a d e  f rom b ib l io gr aphi e s  which  were  
read i ly  a v a i l a b le  to  others,  or  it co n s t i t u te d  or i g in a l  b i b ­
l i o g r a p h y  compi led  from ac tua l  s u b s t a n t iv e  publ ica t ions .  By  
t h e  device of the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n iv e rsa lis  o r ig in a l  c u r r e n t  
periodica l  b ib l i o g ra p h y  for  which O I B  m ig h t  have  become re ­
sp on s ib le  w a s  decen t r a l i sed  and  p laced ou ts id e  its control  with 
on ly  the looses t  ag re e m e n ts ,  when  they ac tua l ly  ex is ted,  g o v e r n ­
ing form of e n t r y  a n d  p resen ta t ion .  There  were  a n u m b e r  of 
except ions,  the  p r im a ry  b ib i ig ra ph ie s  publ i shed  by the  OIB  
or  c lose ly s upe rv is ed  by it: the B ib lio g ra p h ia  B ib liog ra p h ica  
( compiled  by La F o n t a i n e ) ,  the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  B e lg iq u e  
( edi ted  a t  the  O I B ) ,  the B ib lio g ra p h ia  E co n ó m ica  U n iversa lis  
( compi led  by La F o n ta in e  an d  Louis  M a s u r e ) ,  a nd  V erm an-  
de l ’s  B ib lio g ra p h ia  T echn ica  pub l i shed  in R e v u e  de  l'in g én ie u r  
e t  de  la  p re sse  tech n iq u e  ( rev ised  a n d  c lass if ied  at  the O I B ) .  
ren t  per iod ica l  b ib l iog raph ie s  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  the  Office.
These  m a y  be cons idered  the on ly  effect ive publ ica t ion  of  cur-

B IB L IO G R A PH IC A L  SU PP L Y  AGENCY

Su b s c r ib e r s  to the  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  U n i­
ve rsa lis  w e re  expec ted  to  cu t  up e a c h  i ssue  into en t r i e s  and  
p as te  each e n t r y  on  a c a r d  of s t a n d a r d  s ize  a r r a n g e d  acco rd in g  
to  t h e  d iv i s io ns  of  th e  U ni v e r sa l  Dec imal  C la ss i f ic a t i on  in 
s t a n d a r d  c a t a l o g  furn iture .  C a r d s  of v a r i o u s  s h a p e s  and 
co lo ur s  w e re  to  be used  to ind ica te  v a r io u s  k inds  of d ivi sions  
in the c lass if ied a r r a n g e m e n t  of the  e n t r y  c a rds .  It is no t  s u r ­
p r i s in g ,  therefore,  th a t  a t  the very outse t ,  Ihe OIB should  u n ­
de r ta ke  to become a n  a g e n t  for b ib l iographica l  e q u ip m en t  and  
suppl ies .  In  1895 w hen  w o rk  b e g a n  on the  Universa l  R eper ­
tory,  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  ex a m in e d  ve ry  careful ly  the p ro b ­
lem of g e t t i n g  e q u ip m ent  a n d  sup pl i es  for it. They  h ad  c o r r e s ­
ponded  a t  l engt h  wi th  Cedr i c  C h iv e r s  abo u t  w e ig h t s  and  
co lours  of  v a r io u s  k in ds  of c a r d s  a n d  c a r d  s tock  and  c a t a l o g  
fu rn i tu r e  a nd  their  re la t ive  cost.  Ot le t  ha d  hoped  t h a t  an  a r r a n g e ­
me n t  m ig h t  be  worked  out  for the  Library  B ur eau  to su p p ly
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a ll  t h a t  w a s  needed  at  the  O I B  a t  a cos t  it could  a fford.  He  
h ad  s pe cul a te d  tha t ,  be c a u s e  the Rep er tory  w a s  to be  d i s t r ib u ­
ted and  the use of the Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  in the  c rea t ion  
of  repe r to r i es  w ou ld  become inc reas in g l y  w id e sp re a d  a s  a resu l t  
o f  OIB p r o p a g a n d a ,  p e r h a p s  a E u r o p e a n  Office of the Bu reau  
could  be opened ,  an  Office be t te r  ab le  to cope  wi th  E u ro p e a n  
c o nd i t i on s  and  ne eds  t h a n  e i ther  the Office in London or  th a t  
in Bos ton .  Ch iv e rs  a n d  the m a n a g e r  of the B os to n  Office met  
O t l e t  in B rus se l s  in M a y  1896 to d i s cus s  re la t ion s  be tw een  the ir  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  S o m e  k ind  of a g r e e m e n t  be tw een  th e m  w as  
rea ched  in which  it seemed t h a t  the  O I B  w ou ld  p a r t i c ip a t e  in 
the for ma t io n  of a E u r o p e a n  Office of  the  L ib ra ry  B u r e a u  in 
Brusse l s .  This  w o u ld  su p p ly  all O I B  e q u ip m ent  a n d  m a te r ia l s .  
T he  Library  B ur eau ,  in i ts va r io us  loca t ions ,  w oul d  u n d e r t ak e  
to d i s t r ibu te  O I B - I I B  publ ica t ions .  I t  w o u ld  be g i v e n  a m o n o ­
poly in E n g l i s h - s p e a k in g  count r ie s  for them a n d  w ou ld  receive 
a com m is s i on  on  s a le s  of them.  The  OIB ,  in i ts  tu r n ,  w oul d  
receive a co mmi ss io n  on the s a l e  of fur n i tu re  a n d  sup pl ie s  by  
the L ib ra ry  B u r e a u ’s E u r o p e a n  Office in Brusse l s .  A p p a re n t l y  
Otle t ,  w h o  p r e p a r e d  a d ra f t  of  the  a g r e e m e n t ,  mis in t e rpre ted  
the c o n v e r s a t i o n s  l e a d in g  to it, a n d  the  no tion  of a c lose  co l l a ­
bor a t ion  be tw een  the OIB  a nd  the  L ib ra ry  B u r e a u  lapsed .64

E v e n tu a l ly  Ch iv e rs  le a rn ed  th a t  O t l e t  h a d  go n e  a h e a d  to 
dea l  wi th  the  problem on his own.  H e  w a s  in cen sed  a n d  wrote :

I u n d e rs tan d  th a t  you a re  se llin g  cheaper c ases  o f a s im ila r  c o n stru c ­
tion  to  o u rs  for cards. I sha ll be g lad  to  h a v e  p a r tic u la rs  o f these 
c ases  w ith  p rices . . .  P e rh a p s  you  w ill be  good e n o u g h  to  recogn ise  
th a t  it is  a l ittle  p a in fu l fo r u s  to  observe  o u r  experience  and  expen­
sive  in itia tiv e  re su ltin g  in co m p etition  w ith  ou r goods. W e recogn ise  
th a t  the c o n tin e n ta l m ark e t m u st be su p p lied  w ith  su itab le  com m odi­
ties. I w ould  like to  see w ha t you  co n sid er the q uality  a n d  price  w hich 
is  likely to  be  sa tis fa c to ry  65

O tl e t  w r o te  back t h a t  he ha d  been forced to proceed  u n i l a t e r a l ­
ly, a n d  h ad ,  indeed ,  been ab le  to m a k e  good use  of the L ib ra ­
ry  B u r e a u ’s experience:

By force of c ircu m stan ces w e have been obliged to  hav e  had  ca rd  c a ­
ta lo g u es  m ade a t a  price w e can  affo rd  o n  th e  con tinen t. You will 
h av e  n o  d ifficu lty  in reco g n is in g  th a t th e  experience th a t  th e  L ib rary  B u ­
reau  h a s  acqu ired  in  th is  k ind  of m an u fac tu re , like th a t  o f o th er 
E n g lish  a n d  A m erican  f i r m s . . .  h a s  been em in en tly  p ro fitab le  for 
u s . . .  W e had  a  m o m en t's  hope that the L ib ra ry  B ureau  could  fake 
in to  c o n sid e ra tio n  the p ro p o sitio n s w c d iscussed  d u r in g  y o u r  trip  to 
B russels, bu t w c h a v e  seen  n o th in g  com e of it, a n d  w e hav e  been 
forced to  tu rn  e lsew here .80

F rom  this  po in t  on, the OIB ac ted  as  a n  a g e n t  in E urop e  
for c a r d s  and  for fur n i tu r e  of  th e  k ind  used in i t s  work .  I t  p u b ­
l ished a  c a t a l o g  of b ib l iographica l  acces sor ies  in 1897,67 and  
this a p p e a r e d  the reaf te r  in v a r io u s  for ms  in th e  a d v e r t i s in g  
m a t t e r  in the I I B  B u lle tin , in i r re gu la r ly  i s sued N o tice-C a ta ­
lo gues, the  A n n u a ls ,  and  in v a r io u s  o th e r  places.  Th ese  c a t a l o g s
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w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  wide ly  used ,  pa r t ic u la r l y  in Bel g ium  but 
a l s o  in o th er  count r ies .  V a r io u s  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  in 
Be lg ium ,  a n d  s o m eone  as  r em ot e  as  P i e r re  Nenkoff in B u l g a r ­
ia, b o u g h t  m o s t  of  thei r  b ib l iographica l  sup pl i es  t h ro u g h  the 
O I B .68 A s  a  co m m erc ia l  en t e rp r i s e  one  m a y  su p p o se  t h a t  i t  w a s  
no t  p a r t i c u l a r ly  success ful .  I t s  comm erc ia l  act iv i t ies w e r e  in ­
c ide nta l  to a n d  e x t ens io ns  of i ts  o w n  requi r em en ts .  Th e  cos t  
of  c a r d s  a n d  fur n i tu r e  s e e m s  no t  to  h a v e  c h a n g e d  f rom 1897 
to  1907.09

Ex a m p le s  of  the  v a r io u s  k inds  of c a rds ,  d iv i s i ona ry  ca rds  
w i t h  or  w i t h o u t  p r in te d  h e a d i n g s  a n d  of  d if feren t  colours,  
whi te  ca rd -s t ock  of  dif ferent  w e ig h ts  for the  bu lk  of the r ep ­
er tories,  fu rn i tu re  wi th  or  w i th ou t  rods  co n s is t i n g  of b a n k s  of 
2,  4, 8, 16, 24, 36 a n d  72 d r a w e r s  w e re  depos i ted  wi th  Car i  
J u n k e r  a t  the  A us t r ia n  S e c r e t a r i a t  in Vienna ,  and  a t  the  Off i ­
ces of  the  Bib l iog raph ica l  B u r e a u  of P a r i s .70 This  m a t e r i a l  w a s  
a l so  exhibi ted a t  th e  in te rn a t i o n a l  E xp os i t i on s  in wh ich  the 
I IB -O IB  took par t .  As  the  OI B deve loped  o ther  k inds  of r ep ­
er tories,  such as  i ts  re pe r to ry  of  do ss i e r s  a n d  of  p h o to gr aph s ,  
a n d  con t in ued  to e n c o u r a g e  o th er s  to fol low i ts m e th o d s  a n d  do 
l ikewise,  it b e c a m e  eve r  m o re  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  it e n s u r e  the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  a p p r o p r i a t e  eq u ip m e n t  a nd  mater ia l s .
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C h a p t e r  VU

T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
O F F I C E  A N D  I N S T I T U T E  O F  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

T H E  O IB

C h a r l e s  Sur y ,  the  f irst  s e c re ta ry  of OIB ,  re s ig n ed  a fter  
a n u m b e r  of y e a r s  lo join  the L i b r a r y  of  the  U n iv e r s i té  Libre 
de Bruxe lles .  H e  w a s  succeeded  by the  y o u n g  his tor ian ,  
Eu g è n e  Lameere ,  to whom,  a s  to  S u r y  before him, w a s  a s s i g n ­
ed so m e  edi torial  respons ib i l i ty  for  ’ the publ ica t ion  of the 
I I B B u lle tin . This  vehic le  of in fo rma t ion ,  n ew s  a n d  scholar ly  
a r t ic les  w a s  i ssued by the OIB co n t i n u o u s ly  bu t  i r re gu la r l y  
f rom 1895. It g r a d u a l l y  decreased  in s ize  a n d  r e g u la r i ty  as 
t ime  w e n t  oti a n d  co nt a ined  an  in c rea s i ng ly  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of 
e r rors ,  f rom which,  indeed,  it ha d  ne ve r  been pa r t icu la r ly  
free a n d  for which  it h ad  been cr i t i ci sed by th e  I I B ’s a d v e r ­
sar ies .  « I t  is  n o t  w or th y  of  a n  In s t i t u t e  of  Bib l iography»,  
dec la red  Ot le t  in a no t e  to L am ee re .  « In  th e  fu tu re  I des ire 
to see  al l  the  B u lle tin  a n d  above  all t h e  an nex es ,  such  as  
tables,  covers  and  in t rod uc t io n» .1 L am eere  d ied a t  the  unt imely  
a g e  of th i r t y  not  lon g  a fter  t a k in g  up his dut ies  at  the 
O I B  a n d  w a s  rep la ced  by Louis M asu re .

Louis  M a s u r e ,  like O t l e t  a n d  La F on ta ine ,  h a d  taken  a 
D octora t en D roit, a nd  ha d  been a d m i t te d  to the  Bar .  His  
w a s  on e  of  the  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  m a d e  by Ot le t  
a n d  La F on ta in e .  As  S e c r e t a r y  he dea l t  wi th  al l  the  rout ine  
m a t t e r s  of in te rn a l  a dm in is t r a t io n .  H e  d id much of the  
edi torial  work,  a n d  the  indexing  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  p r in te r ’s 
copy a t  the Office.  H e  a s s u m e d  respons ib i l i ty  for its ge ne ra l  
co r r e sp ond ence ,  both wi th  v a r io u s  Belg i an  g o v e r n m e n t  de­
p a r t m e n t s  wi th  which  the Office h a d  c o n t i n u i n g  relat ions,  
a n d  a l so  wi th  foreign co l labora tors .  Whe n Otle t ,  a w a r e  th a t  
he could and  did behave  in a m a n n e r  he h imse l f  described 
as  «scrupulou s ly ,  s tu p id ly  g r a n d  se i gne u r» ,  w a s  h a s t y  and  
unsy m p a th e t ic  or  ev as iv e  in cor re spo nde nce ,  o r  a loof  and  
im p a t i e n t  in person ,  M a s u r e  s te p p e d  in with sof te r  words,

133



Office In te rn a tio n a l de  B ib liographie  
La S a lle  des R éperto ires, 1903

ful ler  e xpl ana t io ns ,  di sc ree t  ind ica t i ons  of when  a n d  how the  
gr ea t  m a n  should  be ap pr oa che d .  He  w a s  on  fami l ia r  t e r m s  
wi th  m o s t  of the  g o v e r n m e n t  of ficials  with wh om the  Office 
c am e  r e g u l a r l y  into con tac t ,  a n d  thi s  m u s t  h a v e  cont r ibu te d  
a g r e a t  dea l  to the  s m o o th n e s s  a n d  e f fec t iveness of  the ir  
rou t ine  in te rac t ion.  W i th out  h im th e  Office m ig h t  ve ry  well 
h a v e  been less success fu l  t h a n  it was ,  for he rel ieved  Ot le t  
of the  necess i ty  of a t t e n d i n g  to those  ubiqui tous ,  n a g g i n g  
m in u t i a e  of a d m in i s t r a t i o n  which con f ront  every  execut ive  in 
a n y  o rg a n is a t i o n .  Ot le t  w a s  by  t e m p e r a m e n t  v e ry  l i t t l e  capabl e  
of  dea l in g  sy s t em a t ic a l ly  a nd  per t inac ious ly  wi th  them. 
Apar t  f rom all of  this,  M a s u r e  had  a ta le n t  beyond price:  he 
could  read  the  cu r t  no tes  in which  Ot le t  f requent ly  conveyed 
h is  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to his s taf f  both w he n  he w a s  busy  in Bru sse l s  
o r  on his  f requent  t r i p s  ou t  of  it. M ore  of ten t h a n  not  these  
no tes  w e re  ha s t i l y  s c r aw le d  in an  a l m o s t  indec ipherab le ,  
c r ab be d  h a n d w r i t i n g  which w a s  the de spa i r  of O t le t ’s friends,  
a n d  the subjec t  of much e x a s p e r a te d  b a d in a g e .  As  Se c re ta ry
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of  OI B.  then.  M a s u r e  s eem s to h a v e  been inte l l igen t ,  fai thful ,  
met icu lous,  u n a s s u m i n g ,  un a ss e r t i v e ,  compe ten t ,  pa t ien t ,  
pe rs i s te n t  — i n a  word ,  ind ispensable .  H e  provided  a n  often- 
te s te d  but  s t r o n g  th re a d  of  a d m in is t r a t i v e  cont inu i ty  in the  
Office for tw en ty  seven  years.

In 1901, the  IIB publ i shed  a note in its B u lle tin  on  the 
« O r g a n i s a t i o n  of na t io na l  In s t i tu tes  of Bibliography».* 
A m o n g  the func t ions  of  these  in s t i tu te s  as  he re  set  out  were:  
the p r e p a r a t i o n  and  keeping  up- to-da te  of an  in tegra t ed  
b ib l iog raphi ca l  re pe r to ry  on c a r d s  for al l  th e  m a te r ia l ,  c u r ­
ren t  a n d  re t rospec t ive ,  publ i shed  in a count ry ,  a reper to ry  
w hic h  could  prov id e  a base  f rom which to publ i sh  va r io us  
k in ds  of  official  b ib l iographies ;  th e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  a dup l ica te  
of  the  R B U  and  the o rg a n i s a t i o n  of an  in fo rm a t i on  service 
in connec t ion  wi th  it; the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a un ion  c a t a lo g  of 
the  l ib ra r i es  of a coun t ry ;  the publ ica t ion of a bu l le t in  of 
in fo rm at io n  abou t  b ib l io graphica l  act ivi t i es  b e i n g  c a r r ie d  out  
w i t h i n  a coun t ry ;  a n d  th e  compi la t ion  of an  a n n u a l  repor t  
o n  the s t a te  a n d  s ta t i s t i c s  of  na t ion a l  b ib l iographica l  o r g a n i ­
sa t ion .  N a t i on a l  i n s t i tu te s  of  b ib l io gr ap hy  w e re  a l so  to serve  
as  the na t i o n a l  l i a ison  body wi th the  I IB a nd  be couns e l lor  to 
and ,  w he n  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  if feasible,  the  a g e n t  of  na t io na l  
g o v e r n m e n t s  in al l  m a t t e r s  of na t i o n a l  o r  in te rn a t i o n a l  b ib­
l i og raph ica l  import .

S o m e  of these  func t ions  the  O I B  per formed au t om a t i ca l l y  
for  Be lg iu m  as  th e  h e a d q u a r t e rs  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the  I IB.  But  
o t h e r  as pe c ts  of  th e  w o rk  t h o u g h t  a p p r o p r i a t e  for  na t io na l  
in s t i tu te s  of b i b l i o g ra p h y  w e re  taken  up  very  se rious ly .  The 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  a un ion  c a t a l o g  for Be lg ian  public l ib ra ries  
w a s  b e g u n  in 1902. By 1903 ove r  t h i r ty  p r in t e d  c a t a l o g u e s  of 
v a r i o u s  l ib r a r ie s  ha d  been d is m em be re d ,  pa s t e d  on  c a rds ,  a nd  
inter f i l ed  to form an  a lphabe t ic  a u t h o r  reper tory .  To  th i s  were  
a d d e d  sev era l  im p o r t a n t  pu bl i ca t io ns  c o n c e r n i n g  a s t rono m ic a l  
a n d  geologica l  m a t e r i a l  in B e lg ia n  l ib rar ies .3 O v e r  the  ye a r s  
th is  g e n e r a l  c a t a l o g  g r e w  in size a n d  comp re hens iv enes s  
as  the  c a t a l o g s  of p a r t i c u l a r  l ib ra r ies  w e re  pr inted ,  so  tha t  
by 1912 it rep re se n t ed  the  ho ld ings  of 73 l ib ra r ies  a n d  c o n ta in ­
ed loca t ions  for  over  30,000 per iodical  t i t l es .4 It w a s  p la nn ed  
e v e n tu a l l y  to pr in t  exce rp ts  f rom it u n d e r  the  t i t le  C en tra l 
C a ta lo g u e  o f B e lg ia n  L ib raries. O n l y  o ne  such  excerpt ,  
P eriod ica ls  o j M ed ic ine , a p p e a r s  to h a v e  been i ssued,5 t h oug h 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w e r e  held with the Be lg ian  Chemica l  Society in 
the hope  of g a i n i n g  its s u p p o r t  for the publ ica t ion  of a second 
c a t a l o g  de a l in g  wi th  chemical  per iod ica l s  in Be lg ian  l ib ­
ra r ie s . 6

F r o m  its incept ion,  the O I B  w a s  direct ly involved  in the 
co m p le t io n  of the  Be lg ia n  na t ion a l  b ib l iography ,  B ib lio g ra p h ie  
d e  B elg ique , publ i shed  by  the Be lg ia n  Bo okse l le rs ’ Assoc ia t ion .
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un de r  c o n t r a c t  from the  B e lg i a n  go v e rn m en t .  In 1895 the OIB 
pr ep a red  a second  p a r t  to  this b ib l iography ,  a n  index to  
se lec ted  Belg i an  per iod ical s ,  a n d  provided  c lass i f ica t ion  n u m ­
be rs  for the  books l is ted in the  f ir s t  p a r t  of  th e  b ib l iography .  
The  per iod ic a l s ’ index a p p e a r e d  a g a i n  in 1896 s l ig h t ly  a u g ­
m ent ed  in  size. In 1897 a n d  1898 the  O I B  d id no t  p a r t ic ip a t e  
in p r e p a r a t i o n  of the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  B e lg iq u e . B ut  a f te r  1899 
th e  assoc ia t ion  of O I B  wi th  th e  B ib lio g ra p h ie  w a s  con t in ue d  
u n i n te r r u p te d  unti l  a f te r  th e  W ar .  In 1906, w i t h  a su bs id y  
from the  G o v e rn m e n t ,  the  Office be cam e  respons ib le  for an  
ed i t ion of  the b ib l io g ra ph y  on ca rds ,  copies  of  which  w e re  
d i s t r i bu ted  free to a n u m b e r  of  g r e a t  fore ign  l ib ra r ies .7 This  
w a s  a n  im p o r ta n t  s tep  for  the  OIB in its rôle a s  a nat iona l  
ins t i tu te  of b ib l iog raphy  a t t e m p t i n g  to co op era t e  as  fully as  
possible  w i th  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  of  Bi b l io g rap h y  in 
th e  e la b o ra t i o n  of  the  RBU .  Th e  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  B e lg iq u e . 
a s  Ot le t  and  i ts edi tor ,  E r n e s t  V and e rv e ld ,  p ro udl y  pointed 
out  to the fifth I n te r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ’ C o n g r e s s  in Mi la n  
t h a t  year ,  n o w  fulf i l led al l  the  r eq u i r em en t s  fo rm u la te d  by 
the  I IB for  a na t i o n a l  b i b l i og raphy .3 The  re la t ionsh ip  of  th e  
OIB wi th  the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  B e lg iq u e  w a s  c o n s t an t ly  r e n e ­
go t i a t ed  ove r  the  yea rs  as  the c o n t r a c t s  for the publ ica t ion  
of the b ib l io g ra ph y  expi red  a nd  w e re  the m se lv es  renegot ia ted .  
In 1911 Ot le t  w a s  ap p o in te d  to a C o m m is s io n  s u p e r v i s i n g  th e  
publ ica t ion  of  th e  b i b l i og raphy .9 In 1912 a n d  1913 th e  per iod i ­
c a l s ’ index,  now  cal led  «Bul le t in  des so mm ai re s» ,  which,  l ike 
th e  p a r e n t  b i b l i o g ra p h y  itself,  g r a d u a l l y  in c re a se d  in s ize wi t h  
th e  years,  w a s  i ssued on  spec ia l  l ig h tw e ig h t  sh ee ts  of  p a p e r  
pr in ted  on  o ne  s ide  only.  W hen the M a n d a t e  of the C om miss ion  
of 1911 expired in 1914 a nd  the comp i la t io n  of the  bibl io­
g r a p h y  w a s  a s s ig n e d  a t  t h a t  t ime  to the Bibl iothèque  Royale  
de  Belgique ,  it w a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  « the  publ ica t ion  of  the 
'Bul le t in  des  s o m m a i r e s ’ . . .  wil l  hencefor th  b e  exc lus ive ly  
e n t r u s t e d  to t h e  O I B » . 10

The  fact  t h a t  the  O I B  s a w  the en t i r e  b ib l io gr aphy  in 
v a r io u s  s t a g e s  of  p r e p a r a t i o n  g a v e  it a m p le  oppor t u n i t y  to 
fulfil a n o t h e r  of the  t a s k s  of a na t i o n a l  ins t i tu te  of b ib l i o g ra ­
p h y -  the g a t h e r i n g  of  p u b l i s h in g  s ta t i s t i cs ,  a n d  these were  
t a b u la te d  a n d  publ i shed  f rom t ime  to t ime  in th e  I I B  B u l­
le tin .

The O I B  did l ittle,  however ,  for re t rospec t ive  b ib l i o g r a p h y  
in Bel g ium  t h ou gh  it t r ied to the ex te n t  of  e n t e r i n g  into a 
se ries  of n e g ot ia t io ns  w i th  the  M in is t r y  of the In te r ior  and  
Pub l ic  In s t ruc t io n  for th e  comp i la t io n  a n d  pub l ica t ion  of  a 
B ib lio g ra p h ic  N a tio n a le  for  the period 1880 to 1900. T h i s  
u ' as  to con t in ue  w o r k  a l r e a d y  comple ted  a n d  pu bl i sh ed  for 
th e  per iod  1830 lo 1880. The  ne go t ia t io ns ,  however ,  seem not  
to  h a v e  ende d  in a n y  a g r e e m e n t . 11
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Never the less ,  there  w e re  o th e r  w ay s  in which the  Office 
could  p ro m o te  the  c a u s e  of b ib l io gr aphy  in Belg ium,  espec ia l ly  
by  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  h e lp in g  v a r io u s  in s t i tu t io ns  to  p r in t  t h e  
c a t a l o g u e s  of  th e i r  l ibra ries .  I t  pa r t ic ipa ted ,  for exa mp le ,  in 
the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of the  c a t a l o g s  of the l ib ra r ies  of the  M i ­
n is t r y  of R ai lw ays ,  the C e n t r a l  S ta t i s t i ca l  C om m is s i on  of 
Be lg i um ,  a n d  the  M in is t r y  of  the  In te r ior  a n d  Pub l ic  I n s t ­
ruct ion.  Th e  f irst  w a s  ca r r ie d  o u t  over  the  per iod  1899 to 1902» 
th e  second  f rom 1903 to 1908 ( in vo lv i ng  th e  p r i n t i n g  of vo­
lum es  1 to 4 of  its c a t a l o g ) ,  the thi rd f rom 1902 to 1911 
( involv in g  the p r i n t i n g  of vo lumes  1 to 7 of its c a t a l o g ) .  

The  Office indexed  a n d  revised  b ib l iog raphi ca l  no t ices  s e n t  
to it for these  ca t a lo g s ,  and ,  w h e n  the v a r io u s  vo l um es  were 
publ ished,  d i sm em bere d  a nd  inter f i l ed th e m  so t h a t  each  l ib ra ­
ry w ou ld  h a v e  onl y  one,  in teg ra ted ,  c a t a l o g u e  of its h o ld in g s .12 
In  r e tu rn  for  t he se  la bour s  t h e  Office received for i t s  o w n  
use  up  lo a s  m a n y  as  12 copies  of each  of the  pr in ted  vol­
u m e s . 13 I t  per fo rm ed  these  s a m e  ta sk s  for o th e r  n o n - g o v e r n ­
m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in Be lg i um ,  or  ad v ise d  t h e m  h o w  to 
proceed  th e m se lv e s , 11 a n d  pa r t i c i pa te d  in th e  compi l a t ion  and'  
publ ica t ion  of v a r io u s  special  c a t a l o g s  such  as,  for example ,  
th e  c a t a l o g s  of v a r io u s  expos i t ions  a r r a n g e d  by the Cerc l e  
d ’E t u d e s  T y p o g r a p h i q u e s  of  B r u s s e l s .15

In 1906 the  O I B  b e g a n  to publ i sh  a l ist  of Be lg ian  patents» 
f ir s t  in the Jo u rn a l d e s  b reve ts , a n d  then s e p a r a te ly  in B r u s ­
sels .  This  w a s  a c u l m in a t io n  of a n u m b e r  of  y e a r s  of  s t udy  on 
t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  func t ions  of P a t e n t  Offices a n d  the  appl ica t ion  
of the  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  to P a t e n t  L i te r a tu r e .16 T h a t  
s a m e  y e a r  a «Not ice  on  the  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Publ ic i ty  for  
P a t e n t s :  Bi b l io gr ap hy  of Pa t en ts » ,  a p p e a re d  in the I I B  B u lle tin  
w hich  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a

P a te n t  O ffice, from  th e  b ib lio g rap h ical p o in t o f v iew  a n d  from  the 
p o in t o f v iew  of resea rch , is  n o t o n ly  a L ib ra ry  w here  vo lum es a re  
con se rv ed , it is  a cen tre  o f docu m en ta tio n  w hose fu n c tio n  henceforth  
should  be  qu ite  c lear: to  g a th e r  to g e th e r  th e  p rin ted  d o cu m en ts  in 
d iffe ren t co u n trie s  on  p a te n ts , red u ce  these  docum en ts to  a  c e rta in  
n u m b er o f p rim ary  c a teg o rie s  o r  p a te n t d esc rip tions, th ereu p o n  to  c la s ­
sify  each  p a te n t  a cc o rd in g  to  th e  c a teg o rie s  o f a un ifo rm  c lass ifica ­
tio n ; to  form  in th is  w ay  from  th e  num ero u s p u b lica tio n s  in  la rg e  
co llections, a  hom ogeneous, a lw ay s  u p -to -d a te  w hole.17

This  no te  explored  the  ap p l ic a t io n  of the  Decimal  C la ss i f i ­
ca t io n  to p a t e n t  l i t e r a ture ,  a n d  th e  O I B  b e g a n  to  cor re sp ond  
wi th  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  for  In du s t r ia l  P r o p e r ty  in 
Be rn e  a n d  w i th  g r o u p s  in A m e r i c a .18 The  fo rm at io n  of  a 
Re p e r t o ry  of P a t e n t s  on  c a r d s  c lass if ied a c c o r d i n g  to the 
D ec im al  C las s i f ica t ion  seemed to  be a logical  ou tcom e of the 
O I B ’s s tu d i e s  a n d  of the v a r i o u s  in te rn a t i o n a l  r e c o m m e n d a ­
t i o n s  for  the  h a n d l i n g  of  p a t e n ts .19 In Be lg i um ,  p a te n t  not ices  
w e re  pub l i shed  s e qu en t ia l ly  in no  p a r t i c u la r  o r d e r  in the
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M o n ite u r  b e lg e  a s  a form of s imp le  reg is t r a t io n .  The  OIB  
took each of  these  not ices from the  M o n iteu r  belge , c lassi f ied 
it. a n d  every  for tn igh t  publ i shed a col lect ion of no t ices  thu s  
o b t a ined  in a R ép erto ire  des b reve ts  d ’in v e n tio n  d é liv ré s  en 
B e lg iq u e , described as  a s e p a r a t e ly  p r in te d  e x t r ac t  of  the 
Jo u rn a l d e s  b reve ts ,20 T he  not ice for  e a c h  p a t e n t  co n ta in ed  
o n l y  i ts  r e g is t r a t i o n  n u m b e r  a t  th e  S t a t e  P a t e n t  Office,  the 
n a m e  of t h e  inventor,  i ts  t i t le a nd  a c lass i f ica t io n  numb er .  
The  c lass i f ica t ion  w a s  m a d e  by A. Louis  V erm and e l ,  the 
ed i tor  of In d e x  de  la p re sse  technique, o r  B ib lio g ra p h ia  Tech- 
nica . The  R epe r tory  of P a t e n t s  w a s  seen a s  « p a r t  of  the  whole 
work  of co- opera t ive  doc u m e n ta t i o n  es tab l i sh ed  by  the  In s ­
ti tute».21 At leas t  47 i s su es  app ea re d  f rom 1907 to 1909 c on ­
t a i n i n g  well  in excess  of 15.000 not ices.22

The  O I B ,  in i ts  rôle a s  na t i o n a l  b ib l io graphic a l  ins t i tu te  
a c t i n g  for  B e lg iu m  in the  sp h e re  of i n te r n a t io n a l  b ib l iography ,  
e v e n tu a l ly  be cam e  th e  reg io na l  bu reau  for  B e lg iu m  of the 
Royal  Soc ie ty  sponso red  In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n ­
tific  L ite ra tu re , bu t  only r a t h e r  re luc tan t ly .  A t  the e nd  of 1899, 
t h e  M in i s te r  of th e  In te r ior  a n d  of Pu b l i c  In s t ruc t io n  w ro te  
to Ot le t  as  Sec re ta ry- G en e ra l  of the OIB,  a s k i n g  his o p in ­
ion on the  Royal  Soc ie ty ' s  p ropos ed  o r g a n i s a t i o n  for  the 
In te rn a tio n a l C a ta logue . O t le t  repl ied  wi th  a descr ip t ion  of 
the  O I B ' s  p r o g r a m m e ,  a n d  poin ted  out  t h a t

w ith  re sp ec t to  th e  b ib lio g rap h y  of w o rk s pub lished  in  B elg ium , ou r 
O ffice a lre ad y  co n s titu te s  th e  n a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n  w hich th e  Royal 
S ociety  w ish es to  see  c rea ted  a s  a  'reg io n a l b u re a u ' b y  th e  in s titu tio n  
of w hich th e  R oyal Society  hopes to  fa c ilita te  th e  co llection  and  d is­
p a tch  o f m a te ria l to  L ondon. Indeed , a m o n g  o th e r w o rk , o u r  Office 
c a rr ie s  ou t th e  re g u la r  a n d  sy s tem atic  re g is tra tio n  of a ll th e  books 
a n d  p e rio d ica l a rtic le s  w hich a p p ea r in  B elgium . I t  w o u ld  therefo re  
be po ss ib le  for us. a t  re la tiv e ly  l ittle  new  cost, to  fu rn ish  th e  R oyal 
S ociety  o f L ondon w ith  the m ate ria l it a sk s fo r and  to  p e rm it B el­
g ia n  sc ien tific  l ite ra tu re  th ere fo re  to  fig u re  in  th e  fu tu re  in te rn a tio n a l 
c a ta lo g u e  of th e  Sciences.23
Otle t ,  La F o n t a i n e  and  one  o ther  m e m b e r  of th e  O I B ’s 

C o m m i t t e e  of  Di rect ion h ad  ac ted  for Be lg iu m  a t  each  of  the 
c o n f e r e n c e s  held by the  Royal Soc ie ty on  the  In te rn a tio n a l  
C a ta lo g u e  o f S c ie n tif ic  L ite ra tu re . The  In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  
w a s  a v e n t u r e  on the  sca le  of  the  w o rk  pro jec ted  for  the  
IIB, a n d  it w a s  po ten t ia l ly  e i ther  a formidab le  r iva l  o r  a 
powerful  ally.  Both  at  the va r io us  conferences  on  th e  C a t­
a lo g u e  a n d  in h i s  w r i t i n g s  Ot le t  cease less ly  a n d  unsuccess fu l ly  
en jo ined  the  Royal  Soc ie ty to reject  i ts  i sola t ion ism,  to  co-ope­
r a t e  wi th  the  O IB ,  to ad op t  its m e th o d s  a n d  p a r t i c ip a te  in 
Its work.  Over  the  years,  the  I I B  B u lle tin  c a r r i ed  the  doc­
u m e n ts  issued by  the Society abo u t  the C ata logue , a n d  r epo r t s  
of the  m e e t i n g s  to which Ot le t  had  repa ired.

In 1899 Ot le t  publ i shed  a de ta i led,  poin t-by-poin t  and  
■highly c ri t ical  e x a m in a t io n  of  the  f inal  spec i f ica t ions  adop ted
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b y  the  Royal  Soc ie ty for the  C ata logue . To  thi s  he  jo ined  the 
c lose ly reasoned ,  eq ua l ly  a d v e r s e  c r i t iques  of F ie ld  a n d  Richet  
a n d  pub l i shed  them a s  a s e p a r a t e  fasc icule of the I IB  B u l­
le tin .2* By 1902, four  v o l u m e s  h ad  appeared .  C o n c lu d in g  a 
g e n e r a l  a p p ra i s a l  of them a n d  the en te rp r i se  which  had  produced 
them,  O t le t  re ma rked :

B ibliog raphy  to -d ay  h a s  t ru ly  becom e a techn ique; it h a s  a  h isto ry , 
n u m ero u s ap p lica tio n s , ru le s  g ra d u a lly  a rriv ed  a t  from  severa l c e n tu ­
rie s  of experience g a th e red  th ro u g h o u t the w orld . W hy a t B u rlin g to n  
H ouse, does p lea su re  seem  to  be  tak en  in  t ra n s g re s s in g  princip les 
w hich seem  defin ite ly  estab lish ed  to -d ay , and  w hy is  th ere  a re fu sa l to  
reco g n ise  th e  irres is tib le  fo rce  o f th e  c o n tem p o ra ry  m ovem ent to w ard s 
co -opera tion , to w ard s  un ifo rm ity , o f m ethods, to w a rd s  co -o rd in a tio n  of 
e x is tin g  sc ien tific  u n d e rta k in g s? 25

In 1905 the  M a n u a l o f  th e  R B U  c o n t a i n i n g  th e  ful ly deve­
loped ta b le s  of  the  U n i v e r s a l  Dec imal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  w a s  t a b ­
led a t  a m e e t in g  in Lo ndo n for the  In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  
o f S c ie n tif ic  L itera tu re . A note accom pan ied  it r equ es t in g  tha t  
so m e  a g r e e m e n t  be t ween  th e  C a ta lo g u e ’s  Counci l  a n d  the  IIB 
shoul d  be  r each ed  w h e re b y  th e  scope  of  t h e  C a ta lo g u e  would 
no t  be ex te nded  a s  h a d  been s u g g e s te d  a t  a m e e t i n g  of the 
Execut ive  C om m it t ee  of the  C a ta lo g u e  in 1904. The  I IB would 
a s s u m e  the di rect ion of s i m i l a r  c a t a l o g s  for «social  and 
technica l  sciences».  The  note s u g g e s t e d  th a t  the regiona l  
b u re a u x  es ta b l i sh e d  to  co-opera te  with the  Royal  Soc ie ty in 
the  comp i la t io n  of  the  C a ta lo g u e  could eas i ly  ex te nd  thei r  
w o r k  to inc lude  the  col lect ion of  a p p r o p r i a t e  ma te r i a l  in 
e a c h  c o u n t r y  for the  n e w  sub jec t  a r eas .  A formal  reso lu t ion  
of  intent  to co-opera te  wi th  o th e r  b ib l iographica l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
( t he  11B was  not  spec i f ical ly  m en t i o n e d )  a n d  a decision to 
l imi t  the  scope  of the  C a t a l o g u e  to  the n a t u r a l  sc iences  was  
a s  m uc h  a s  th e  B e lg i a n s  achieved  a t  th i s  m e e t i n g .26

P e r h a p s  O t l e t ’s  r e se rva t ions  about  the  C a ta lo g u e  a s  well  
as  h i s  e m p h a s i s  on  the  in te rn a t i o n a l  w o rk  of the O I B — IIB 
exp la ined  his  r e lu c ta nc e  to s e t  the OIB  up  formal ly  as  a r e g ­
ional  bu rea u  for the  C a ta lo g u e , t h ou gh  he a c know le dge d  as  
e a r l y  as  1900 t h a t  it could  ac t  a s  one.  E v e n tu a l ly  in 1907 
H enry k  Arc towski ,  a d i s t i n g u i sh ed  Pol i sh  geophysic i s t  and 
P o l a r  explorer ,  com p la in e d  t h a t  th ough  Bel g ium  subscr ibed  
to a n u m b e r  of copies  of  t h e  C ata logue . Be lg ian  scientif ic 
wo rk  w a s  not  p rope r ly  re p re sen t ed  in it. I l e  a c kn ow le dg ed  
th a t  O I B  h ad  done  s o m e t h i n g  a l r e a d y  for the C a ta lo g u e , but  
it w a s  not  enough.

In  G erm any , in F ran ce , in P o lan d  and  e lsew here  com m ittees have 
been form ed . . .  by  tile  academ ies o r  th e  learned  soc ie ties; in B elgium , 
o n  th e  c o n tra ry , w c  a re  d is in te re sted  in th e  w ork  w hich touches us 
so  d irec tly , and  w e  hav e  ab an d o n ed  com plete ly  to  th e  ca re  of th e  
O IB  w ork w hich, in m y  op in ion , should  be done m ore or less under 
th e  resp o n sib ility  o f a  co m peten t com m ission , com posed in consequence 
of m en of science, one  sp ec ia lis t fo r each  science, for exam ple.27
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A r c t o w s k i i  plea a n d  the implici t  c r i t i c i sm of O I B  h a d  con ­
s i de ra b le  effect.  Af te r  a n u m b e r  of  m e e t i n g s  be tw een  v a r io u s  
in te re s te d  ind iv idu a l s ,  a C o m m is s io n  of the k ind  lie had  p ro ­
posed  w a s  set  up. A Decree i s sued on 5 M a y  1908 ind ica ted  
its func t ion as

to lend  its  sc ien tific  co llab o ra tio n  to  th e  O IB  fo r in d ex in g  a n d  c la ss ­
in g  w orks published in  B elg ium  co n cern in g  th e  sciences. The bib lio­
g rap h ica l notices w hich w ill be p repared  are  destin ed  to  en rich  the 
R eperto ries and  B ib liog raph ical co llections o f B elgium , and  a re  re g u ­
la rly  to  be  sen t to  th e  B ureau  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l C a ta lo g u e  of S c i­
en tific  L ite ra tu re  in L ondon.28

The O I B  unde r to o k  to p r e p a re  a n d  m a i n t a i n  the  m a n u s c r i p t  
of the no tices  involved,  a n d  to l imi t  a n d  co-o rd ina te  the work  
of the  v a r io u s  spec ia l i s t s  c o m p i l i n g  them,  the  f ina l  m a n u s c r i p t  
be i n g  rev iewed by a p l e n a ry  se ss ion  of the C o m m is s io n  before 
d i sp a t ch  to Londo n.29 Th ough  the  o r ig in a l  s u g g e s t i o n  for the  
work  of  the  C o m m is s io n  w a s  l imited to  p r e p a r i n g  m a t e r i a l  for  
the  Royal  Soc ie ty’s C a ta lo g u e , O t l e t  h a d  e n s u r e d  t h a t  th e  
C o m m i s s i o n ’s  c h a r g e  w a s  couched  in m o r e  g e n e r a l  t e rm s .  
O n e  me e t in g ,  for example ,  co n c lu d ed  w i t h  the  reso lu t ion

(here  is  occasion  to  co llab o ra te  in  the p rep ara tio n  of th e  RBU. 
ch arac te rised  by  th e  use o f ca rd s , the developm ent o f the D ecim al C la s ­
sifica tion , and  th e  pu b lica tio n  of b ib lio g rap h ical n o tices for each 
branch  of sc ience from  a  c en tra l o rg a n is a tio n ; th ere  is  a lso  occasion  
to  en co u rag e  th e  p u b lica tio n s o f th e  C oncilium  B ib liographicum , th e
B ib liograp ttia  U n iversalis , (a n d  to ) co lla b o ra te  m  tn e  in te rn a tio n a l 
C a ta lo g u e  o i Science to r  th e  b ib lio g rap h y  of B e lg ian  sc ien tific
w orks.80

Otle t  p re pa red  a list of soc iet ies  likely to be able  to a s s u m e  
respon s ib i l i ty  for va r io us  subjec t  a r ea s , 31 a n d  be cam e  an xi ous  
to develop a con co rda nc e  be t ween  the Royal  Soc ie ty ' s  c l a s s i ­
f icat ion a n d  the  Decimal  Clas s i f ica t ion .32 D u r i n g  the fol lowing 
ye a rs  he su pe rv i sed  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  the  co -opera t ion  of Belg ium 
wi th  the  Royal  Soc ie ty,  for  the  O I B  d id in fact  become the  
Be lg ian  reg iona l  bu reau  of  the Royal  Soc ie ty’s C ata logue , 
a l t h o u g h  it s e e m s  t h a t  i ts  co l la bo ra t io n  w a s  ne ve r  w h o l e h e a r t ­
ed  nor  pa r t i cu l a r l y  pe rs i s t en t . 33

A n a tu r a l  ex tens ion  of the O I B ’s w o rk  in c o -o rd i na t i ng  
b ib l iographica l  act iv i t ies in Bel g ium  a nd  faci l i t a t ing  theco-ope-  
r a t ion  of v a r io u s  a s s o c ia t i o n s  a n d  societ ies  con ce rned  wi th  
it, w a s  the  g a t h e r i n g  a t  the  O I B  of in f o rm at io n  on Be lg ia n  
le a rn ed  societ ies.  In 1904 a c i r cu la r  w a s  p r e p a r e d  a nd  s e n t  out  
to de te rm ine  the  n am e ,  the he a d q u a r te rs ,  the  d a t e  of foun d­
a t ion ,  the officers,  the  sess ions ,  the  work ,  se rv ices ,  col lect ions,  
publ ica t ions ,  aff i l iat ions,  the  l ib ra ry  h o ld in g s  a n d  the  s t a t e  
of the i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a nd  the bud ge t ,  of these  gr o u p s ,  for an  
A n n u a ire  d es  so c ié tés  sc ien tifiq u es , a r tis tiq u e s  e t litté ra ire s  de  
B e lg iq u e  w hic h  w a s  publ i sh ed  in 1905.34 Thi s  smal l  volume,  
l imited to not ices abou t  «free  a s so c ia t io ns  of all k in ds  w h o s e  
ob jec ts  and  e n d e a v o u r s  c o m p le m e n t  the ac t ion of official a c a ­
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d e m ie s  a n d  in s t i tu t io ns  and  t h a t  of the gr ea t  un ivers i t i es»,35 
w a s  im p o r t a n t  a s  m a r k i n g  a s t a g e  in the  evolu t ion  of OIB  
in to  a b ib l io graphica l  c e n t r e  for th es e  assoc ia t ions .

The  w o r k  descr ibed  above ,  which  O I B  ca r r ie d  ou t  wi th  
g r e a t e r  o r  l ess  regu la r i t y ,  w a s  in a se ns e  specif ical ly  na t i o n a l  
a n d  did no t  involve  m uch in t h e  w a y  of s ys te m a t ic  pu bl ic a ­
t ion.  As  a b ib l iog raph ica l  ins t i tu te  w h ic h  w a s  a l so  h e a d q u a r ­
t e r s  of the I n te r n a t i o n a l  Ins t i t u te  of  Bi b l io gr aphy ,  it also 
a s s u m e d ,  as  h a s  been ind ica ted ,  a no t  inc on s i de ra b le  p r o g r a m  
of b ib l io gr aph ic a l  publ ica t ion .  Of f irst  im p o r t a n c e  in this  
p r o g r a m  W'as the  I IB  B u lle tin ,  th e  I IB  P u b lica tio n s , a n d  of 
c o u r se  th e  v a r io u s  M a n u a ls  of the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  The  
/ I B  B u lle tin  a p p e a r e d  r e g u l a r l y  f rom 1895 unti l  1911 w h e n  it 
c e a s e d  to  a p p e a r  except  for a brief  reviva l  in 1914. D u r i n g  
1912 a n d  1913 the  I n s t i tu te  w a s  «very  s t r o n g l y  e n g a g e d  in 
w o r k  for the  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  for  o ther  ins t i tu t ions :  t h a t  is 
the  rea son  for p rov is i on a l ly  s t o p p i n g  the  pub l ica t io n  of  the 
B u lle tin » .36 D u r i n g  the f irst  t e n  y e a r s  of  I I B ’s ex is tence  mos t  
o f  i ts p u b l i s h in g  ac t iv i ty  w a s  d i rec ted  t o w a r d s  the  B u lle tin  
a n d  the comple t ion  of  the e la bo ra te d  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  
I t  did.  however ,  publ i sh  a n u m b e r  of ind iv idua l  b ib l io graphies  
a n d  Hen r i  La  F o n t a i n e ’s a n n u a l  B ib lio g ra p h ia  B ib lio g ra p h ica .

W it h  th e  comple t io n  of th e  M a n u a l o f  Ute R B U  a n d  i ts  
p r i n t i n g  d u r i n g  1904 t h ro u g h  1907, the  O I B  w a s  f reer  to 
u n d e r t a k e  o ther  pub l ic a t ions  th a n  before.  It cont inu ed ,  of course ,  
to co l la bo ra te  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of the B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  
B e lg iq u e , th e  c a t a l o g u e s  of  a n u m b e r  of  l ib r a r ie s  a s  described  
above,  a nd  in the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  Technica  which a p p e a re d  
r e g u l a r l y  from 1903 unti l  the  w a r .  a n d  r e su m ed  imm edia te ly  
af te r  it. But it a l so  a s s u m e d  a ful ler  responsib il i ty  for the 
B ib lio g ra p h ia  E conóm ica  U n iversa lis , a t t a che d  lo the R evu e  
éco n o m iq u e  in tern a tio n a le .

T he  m a in  p a r t  of th e  R e v u e  w a s  pr in ted  by  th e  Im p r im e ­
rie Goe ma re ,  b u t  the q u o ta t io ns  by this f i rm to p r in t  the 
b ib l io graphic a l  p a r t  comp i led  at  the  Ó I B  by M a s u r e  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e  w e re  so  o u t r a g e o u s ly  h igh ,37 th a t ,  a f te r  s om e  inves­
t iga t ion ,  the w o rk  w a s  g iven  to the  firm of R. a nd  H. Fou- 
rez.38 In a note p r e p a r e d  for  th e  prospec t ive  pr in te r ,  the 
b ib l io graphic a l  p a r t  of  the  R e v u e  w a s  descr ibed  a s  «an  inde­
p e n d e n t  publ ica t ion  f irst  a p p e a r i n g  in the  R e v u e  économ ique  
in te rn a tio n a le , a n d  then,  s e p a r a t e l y  in 12 fascicules  a year  
which ,  at  th e  end of the  year ,  a r e  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  in a 
s in g le  vo lume».39 The  R e v u e  ag re e d  to pay  65%  of th e  cos ts  
of  p r i n t i n g  the b i b l i og raphy .  I t  w a s  im pe ra t ive  t h a t  the  R evu e  
shou ld  receive the b i b l i o g ra p h y  by  a specif ied t ime  each 
m o n th  so t h a t  it could mee t  i ts  pub l ica t io n  schedules.  This 
b e c a m e  the  sour ce  of  a g r e a t  dea l  of t rouble.  Th e  Octob er  
a n d  N ove mb er  1908 issues,  very  m uch de layed ,  c au sed  r e c r i ­
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m in a t io n s  be tween  th e  publ i sher ,  Four ez ,  M a s u r e  a n d  t h e  
R e v u e 's  edi tor ,  which w e re  e x c h a n g e d  wel l  in to  1909, M a s u r e  
a l l e g i n g  t h a t  he had sen t  the  copy to F ou rez  in t ime,  F ourez  
c l a i m i n g  it had  come la te .40 Thi s  a l t e r c a t i o n  w a s  par t i cu la r ly  
r a n c o r o u s  be c a u s e  in 1907 the t h r ee  pa r t i e s  had  w or ke d  out  
a  s ys te m  of pe na l t i e s  for  l a te n e ss  a t  20 f r a n c s  per  d a y  exa c te d  
by  the R evue.* ' By 1910 the  pos i t ion had become impossible.  
D esp e ra te ly  p r e p a r i n g  for th e  1910 B russe ls  Expos i t i on  a n d  
a ser ies  of conferences  o r g a n i s e d  by the O I B ,  M a s u r e  w r o t e  
th a t  the b ib l io gr aphy  would be late,  b u t  «to ap pl y  the  p e n a l ­
t ies in this c a s e  would be ver y  unf r iendly» .42 Thi s  e l ici ted a 
stiff response :  «The R e v u e  c a n n o t  d i s o r g a n i s e  i ts  se rv ices  be­
c a u s e  the  O I B  o r g a n i s e s  a conference!»43 By J u n e  the p e n a l t i e s  
for the  prev io us  th ree  m o n th s  h ad  r each ed  m o re  th a n  
1200 f rancs.  «What» ,  w ro te  the  ed i tors ,  «wil l  the  I n s t i t u te  
offer to pay?»44 In 1911 the  O I B  w a s  p un c tu a l  except  for  
J a n u a r y ,  but  in 1912 and  1913, w hen  m o re  con fe rences  took 
place,  the  t r ou bl e  b e g a n  a g a i n .  A t  th e  end  of  1912 (w hen  the  
O I B  h ad  been la te  wi th  th e  Bi b l i o g rap h y  every  m o n t h ) ,  the 
total  pena l t i e s  for the  th ree  years ,  1910, 1911, 1912, reached  
3,850 f rancs .  Th e  f irst  p a y m e n t  for  a n u m b e r  of ye a r s  m a d e  
by the  R e v u e  to the O I B  for  the  p r i n t i n g  of the B ib l i o g ra p h y  
w a s  m a d e  in J u l y  1914: 115 f rancs!45

It  w a s  c l ea r  th a t  the  C onf erences  of  1910 a n d  1913 a b ­
sorbed  mos t  of O I B ' s  ene rg ies ,  so  th a t  it could  not  keep to the 
p r i n t i n g  sc he du le s  for the  R e v u e  économ ique  in te rn a tio n a le . 
It a l so  be cam e  c le a r  th a t  in i t s  r e la t io ns  wi th  i t s  ow n pr in te r .  
Four ez ,  the  O I B  w as ,  economica l ly ,  w a l k i n g  a t i gh t r op e .  
Fo ur ez ' s  bi l ls for 1905. 1906, 1908, for ex am ple ,  could no t  be 
pa id  a t  once.  The  m o s t  o ften repea t ed  excuse  w a s  the  absence  
f rom B rus se ls  of  the  per ipa t e t ic  La  F o nt a in e ,  who  h a d  become 
T re a su re r ,  o r  the  necess i ty  of w a i t i n g  for the  O I B ’s  g o v e r n ­
m en ta l  su bs id y .4" Ev id ent  in all of  thi s  is a r e a c h i n g  by i t s  
d i rec tor s  ju s t  beyond the  O I B ’s b u d g e t  a n d  o rg a n is a t i o n a l  
abi l i ty,  a t e n d e n c y  to m ove  on  to  a l a t e r  se r ies  of t a s k s  before 
a bas i s  in the  a s s u re d  con so l id a t i on  of  former  o n e s  w a s  
ach ieved .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  the a s s u m p t i o n  of new w o rk  at  the  
OIB invar ia b l y  in te r f e red  w i t h  the  p e r fo rm a n c e  of  former  
work.  As  t h e  Office e x p a n d e d ,  m o s t  of its p u b l i s h in g  ac t ivi t i es  
were  in te r ru p te d  a n d  in s o m e  in s ta n c e s  t e rm in a te d .  La F o n ­
ta ine ,  b e g i n n i n g  his w ork  on th e  B ib lio g ra p h ia  E co n ó m ica  U n i­
versa lis . cea sed  lo compi le  the  B ib lio g ra p h ia  B ib liograph ien . 
The  exp ans io n  of  the In s t i tu te  in 1910 led to  th e  ce ssa t ion  of 
the  R ép erto ire  d e s  b reve ts  a n d  th e  s i lenc e  of the  I IB  B u lle tin  
which w a s  only broken br ie fly in 1914. T h o u g h  th e  Decimal  
C lass i f ic a t ion  w a s  d iscussed ,  revised a n d  newly  deve loped in 
p a r t  a f te r  1905, very  l i t t le of  it w a s  publ i shed  a f te r  t h a t  t i m e  
a n d  none  of  it w a s  publ i shed  on a r e g u la r  basi s .
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Never the less ,  w h a te v e r  diff icult ies and  in ade quac ies  w e re  
revea l ed  a s  t ime  w e n t  by a n d  a s  the  g r o w i n g  Office and  
I n s t i tu te  c reak ed  a n d  g r o a n e d  in the ir  r e a c h in g  t o w a r d s  i n t e r ­
na t i o n a l i sm ,  th e  B u lle tin  d id  a p p e a r  for  16 year s ;  the  B ib lio ­
g ra p h ia  E co n o m ica  U n iversa lis , a co m p reh en s i v e  bu t  by  no  
m e a n s  com pl e te  work ,47 a p p e a re d  for 11 yea rs ;  th e  en o rm o u s  
M a n u a l o f th e  R B U  w a s  publ i shed;  a n d  r e g u l a r  w o rk  w a s  done  
over  the  d ecad es  f rom the b e g i n n i n g  of the  I n s t i t u te ’s  ac t ive 
life to the  W ar ,  on the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  B e lg iq u e  and  th e  
B ib lio g ra p h ia  T echnica . If th i s  w o rk  w a s  n o t  co n s i s t en t  in 
qua l i ty ,  a n d  w a s  n e i th e r  a l w a y s  efficiently n o r  p u nc tu a l ly  p e r ­
formed.  it w'as a t  l east  un d e r ta k e n  a n d  m e t  s om e  need.  This  
is  a n  a c h ie vem en t  which  sh o u ld  no t  be depreca ted .

OTLET

O n ce  an  ob sc ur e  a dvoc a te  p r a c t i s in g  la w  unw i l l i n g ly  a n d  
w i th  l i t t l e  su ccess  in the  C o u r t  of  A p p e a ls  in Br uss e l s ,  by 
1905, a decade  a f t e r  the  foundat ion  of the  O I B — IIB,  Ot le t  
h a d  become a m a n  of sufficient  s t a t u r e  to ac t  for the  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  a t  i m p o r t a n t  in te rn a t io na l  g a t h e r i n g s  conc erned  wi th  
b ib l iography .  H e  w a s  a t  the  head  of the  O IB ,  a semi-official  
a g e n c y  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  of the I IB,  which  he a l w a y s  r ep ­
resen ted  a s  ne s t l in g ,  b ecau se  of  the OIB ,  in s om e  vague ,  
i l l -defined w a y  u n d e r  the pro tec t ive  m a n t l e  of  th e  g o v e r n ­
ment .  Dedicated ,  ha rd -w or ki ng ,  fr iend a nd  a c q u a in t a n ce  of 
m a n y  p laced  h ig h  in the  social ,  p rofess iona l  a n d  polit ical 
c i rc les  of  the  day,  he soon se tt l ed into a pos i t ion in Brus se l s  
o f  a s s u r e d  bu t  not  ob t rus ive  eminence .  F rom  this pos i t ion an d  
c e m e n t i n g  it and  in c r e a s i n g  i ts impo r t anc e ,  he  took an  ac t ive  
p a r t  in v a r i o u s  v e n tu r e s  r e l a te d  to h i s  in terest s .

In 1905 he  he lped form a M u sé e  du Livre wi th  the  p a r t i c i p a ­
tion of a n u m b e r  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s  con ce rne d  wi th  p r i n t i n g  and  
pub l i s h ing ,  a n d  be cam e  its Pr e s id en t .  The source  of  t h e  
co l lec t ions  of the  M u s e u m  w as ,  a t  O t l e t ’s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  an  
exhib it ion of p h o t o g r a v u r e  held in 1906 and  sponso red  by  the 
Cerc le  d ’E t u d e s  Ty p o g ra p h iq u e s  of Br us se l s . 48 In 1906 the  
M u sé e  du  Livre o r g a n i s e d  an  exhibi t ion  of B e lg ia n  a r t  and  
l i t e ra ry  books  a n d  a se r ie s  of  lec tures at  O s t e n d  in the  ho l iday  
season .  O n e  of  a formidable  se r ies  of  l ecturers  which included  
his old m a î t r e ,  P ic a rd ,  a nd  Ihe poe ts  Lemonnier ,  a n d  Ver- 
haeren ,  Ot le t  opened  the  exhibi t ion  wi th  an  a d d r e s s  ent i t led  
«Aspec ts  of  the  Book».49 La te r  he de l ivered  the  i n a u g u r a l  
a d d r e s s  at  the official o p e n i n g  of the  M u sé e  du Livre  in 
B russe l s . 50

O n e  of th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  which  p a r t ic ip a te d  in the fo rm in g  
of the  M u s é e  du  Livre  w a s  the Un ion  de  la P r e s s e  P é r i od iq ue  
Belge.  As  ed i tor  of the I I B  B u lle tin , Ot le t  had been  a m em ber  
of  the  Union for a n u m b e r  of  years .  In 1906 be be cam e  Vice-
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P re s id e n t ,  a nd  P r e s i d e n t  in 1908, a pos i t ion h e  st i l l  he ld  as 
la te  as  1923.51

A n  ex t remely  im p o r t a n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  to the  A d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e  Counci l  of the  Royal L ibra ry  a n d  to  i ts su b -co m ­
miss ion  for  the  inspec t ion  of the  l ibra ry .  Ot le t  h a d  lo n g  been 
in te res ted  in l ib rar ies ,  of course ,  a n d  h a d  s t u d ie d  B e lg ia n  li­
b ra r i e s  for  a n u m b e r  of  years .52 H e  p r e p a r e d  r epo r t s  on the 
Royal  L i b r a r y ’s  c a t a l o g s  and  i ts  col lect ions w i t h  sens ib le  
a n d  ex tens ive  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for  the i r  im pro vem en t .  This  
w o r k  b ro u g h t  h im  some publ ic  not ice.53 H e  r e t a i n e d  his se a t  
on  th e  Counci l  un ti l  1914.

In 1906 he  w a s  e lected to th e  Libre  A cad ém ie  de Belg i que  
a n d  be cam e  ac t ive w i t h in  it. In th e  y e a r  fo l lowing h is  elect ion,  
he  p r e p a r e d  a repor t  for  the  A c a d e m y  on a « P r o g r a m  for the  
M in is t e r  of  Sc i ences  a n d  the  Arts».  This  w a s  a n e w  m in is t r y  
c e n t r a l i s i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  which had  prev ious ly  been s c a t t e r ­
ed i napp rop r ia te ly  a m o n g s t  o ther  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r tm e n ts .  
T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for  Sc ience,  Le t te rs  a n d  th e  F i n e  Ar ts ,  for 
exa mp le ,  h a d  been a t t a ch ed  to the  M i n i s t r y  of  A g r i cu l tu re  
in 1884. In 1888 it w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the M in is t r y  of the 
In te r ior  a n d  Publ ic  Ins t ru c t ion .  In 1895 m a t t e r s  connec ted  
w i t h  t h e  F in e  A r ts  w e r e  re tu rn ed  to the M in is t r y  of  A g r i c u l ­
tu re .  Th e  m e m b e r s  oí the L ib re  A cad ém ie  a n d  th e  o r g a n i s a ­
t ions  af f i l ia ted w i t h  the  M u sé e  du  Livre were  ac t ive  in c a m p a i g n ­
ing for the c rea t i on  of the ne w Minis t ry .  B a r o n  Descamps ,  
P r e s i d e n t  of O I B ,  w a s  appo in ted  to the  portfol io.  O t l e t ’s  repor t  
on the new M in is t r y  w a s  de ta i led  a n d  l isted the v a r io u s  in s t i t u ­
t ions over which  it would  exerc i se  cont ro l ,  inc lu d in g  the 
O I B ,  a n d  d iscu ssed  ce r ta in  ur g e n t  p r ob le m s  wi th  which  it 
wou ld  have  to  concern  itself.54

D u r i n g  th is  t ime,  however .  O t l e t ’s  fami ly  w a s  still  in 
f inancial  t rouble,  a n d  Ot le t  w a s  a busy  m a n  m uch  d ivided 
be tween  the i r  af fa ir s a n d  his re spons ib i l i t i es  for  t h e  O I B — 
IIB.  The  fami ly  qua r r e l l ed  b i t t e r ly  on  occas ion  ove r  money .  
E v e n tu a l ly  the two br o th e r s  P a u l  a nd  M a u r i c e  a n d  the ir  
s te p b ro th e r s  a n d  s teps i s te r ,  Raoul .  Adr ien ,  G as ton ,  Ed o u a rd  
a n d  Ri ta,  fo rmed thems elves  in to  a c o m pa ny ,  Ot le t  Frères .  
P a u l ,  the o ldes t  a n d  least  in teres ted,  becam e  P re s id e n t .  The  
c o m p a n y ' s  m a in  pu rp ose  w a s  to g u a r d  the fami ly ’s S p a n is h  
in te res t s ,  mi nes  a t  M o n tc ay o  and  the So r ia  ra i lway .  Raoul 
s pe n t  m uch t im e in S p a in  as  the fami ly ’s  re p re se n ta t i v e  bu t  
O t l e t  w a s  on occas ion  forced to  j o u rn e y  t h i t h e r  himsel f.  
S udden ly ,  in 1907, his  fa ther  died a t  the  a g e  of  sixty-five.  
« With  h im»,  Ot le t  wro te ,  « d is ap p ea red  a n  en l igh te ned ,  t e n a ­
cious,  useful  ener gy » .55 A s  far  as  Ot le t  w a s  conce rned  h is  fa ther  
c a r r i e d  to h i s  g r a v e  th e  poss ib i l i ty  of t h e  recovery  of the  
f a m i l y ’s  los t  for tune .  All t h a t  w a s  left w a s  the melancho ly  
a n d  f r u s t r a t i n g  t a s k  of p u t t in g  his f a th er ’s  t a n g l e d  bus in ess
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af fa i r s  into a final order .  This w a s  no  e a s y  task ,  nor  one 
f rom w hic h  he could expec t  to  ga in .  H e  d id  not  even  h a v e  the 
s u s t a i n i n g  prospec t  of the  u l t i m a t e  re n u n c ia t i o n  of  the  u n c o n ­
gen ia l  w o r ld  of b us iness  a n d  a total  s u r r e n d e r  to his intel lec­
tual ,  even  sp i r i tu a l ,  w o r ld  of i n t e rn a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  b ib l iography ,  
a wor ld  w h o s e  e n t i c e m e n ts  g r e w  s t r o n g e r  as  he be cam e  more  
deeply involved in it, for the d i s o rd er s  of O t le t  F rè r e s  h a d  not  
y e t  r each ed  the i r  peak.  Tw o y e a r s  a f te r  h i s  f a th e r ’s  death,  
O t l e t  s t i l l  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  the  e s t a t e  a n d  he  still  r e m a in e d  u n ­
c e r t a i n  of a n y t h i n g  of v a lu e  to h im f rom it. It se em ed  th a t  
n o t h i n g  f inanc i a l  t h a t  he touched  w a s  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .  The  
y e a r  before  h i s  f a th er ’s  dea th ,  h i s  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a th e r ,  
Miche l  Va n  Mons ,  died.  Ot le t  a n d  h is  b ro ther ,  M au r i ce ,  s h a r e d  
in Van M o n s ’s es ta te ,  of which Ot le t  w a s  m a d e  an  executor.  
A diff iculty in the  will ,  however,  w a s  so  s e r io us  and  the sea rch  
for a so lu t ion  so  pro longed ,  th a t  Ot le t  re fer red  to its u l t i mate  
s e t t l e m ent  in a wil l  of h i s  ow n m a d e  in 1913.50

Divorce  p r oc eed ings  w e re  ini t i a ted  be tw een  Ot le t  a n d  his 
wife,  F e r n a n d e ,  in Apri l  1908. It w a s  sa id  t h a t  h i s  p reoccu­
pa t io n  wi th  his w o rk  a n d  his f requent  abs ences  f rom B russ e ls  
w e re  re sp ons ib le  for the  ru p tu r e  be tw een  them.57 P e r h a p s  it 
w a s  inev i tab le  t h a t  the y  shou ld  se p a ra te .  F r o m  Ot l c t ' s  D iary  
w e  have  a p icture  of  F e r n a n d e  as  a gay ,  l igh t -hear ted ,  r a th e r  
f l ighty giri .  P r e s u m a b l y  a s  sh e  g r e w  o ld er  her  in te res t  in 
her  h u s b a n d ’s w o rk  became no  more  lively t h a n  in ear l ie r  days.  
Nor ,  o ne  imagines ,  did she  become a n y  m o re  ab le  to co m p r e ­
hend  the dedica ted  r a th e r  ob sess ive  s tu d e n t  and  ideal is t  
wh ich  formed such  a l a rge  par t  of  O t le t ' s  cha rac te r .  Of ten  
a lone ,  wi th  two t e e n a g e  ch i ldren  a t  school,  exc luded  by her 
o w n  t e m p e r a m e n t a l  indi fference  f rom th a t  a l l -abso rb ing ,  
odd ly  ins t i t u t i ona l i se d  inte l lec tua l  w o r ld  of h e r  h u s b a n d ' s ,  she  
m u s t  h a v e  found  life d r a b  a n d  unevent fu l .  Th e re  c an  be no 
do ub t  of the in te ns i ty  of  O t l e t ’s  feel ings  for  her  w he n  he  w a s  
a y o u n g  m a n  s t r u g g l i n g  t o w a r d s  th e  m a t u r i t y  of a life gu ide d  
by  a con f iden t  se nse  of  d irec tion.  Anxious ,  ’ o ften depressed ,  
lone ly a n d  u n s u r e  of  h imse lf  in the v a r io u s  E u r o p e a n  cit ies 
into which his t rave ls  a n d  s tud ie s  took him,  he cont in ua l ly  
faced the sp ec t re  of fa ilure a t  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a nd  the sacr if ice 
a t  his f a th e r ’s  ins i s tence of a w a y  of life t h a t  he des ired p a s s io n ­
a te ly  to follow. In the m i d s t  of  his difficult ies,  he d ream ed 
of the felicity of a fu tu re  g iv en  r i ch n es s  and  m e a n i n g  by a 
be loved  wife. H e r  im a g e  a n d  the prosp ec t  of the ir  un ion  s t e a d ­
ied a n d  com fo r te d  him. F or  F e r n a n d e  the fu ture  rea l i sed 
i tself  in m a r r i a g e  to a m a n  torn be twe en  bu s in es s  a f fa ir s  
wh ich  he de tes ted  a n d  in which  it w a s  no t  expec ted t h a t  she  
should  tak e  an  in te res t ,  and  a voca t ion  which  failed to ca p tu re  
her  i m a g in a t io n  but  to which her  h u s b a n d  wished  lo s u r ­
r e n d e r  h imse l f  ut ter ly .  H e  a p p e a r e d  not  to  seek h e r  am us e -
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m e n t  no r  to e n c o u r a g e  her  to find a co ng en ia l  occupat io n  o£ 
s om e  k ind .  Th e re  w a s  n o w  l i t t le m o n ey  a n d  few of those  
d iv er s io ns  cha rac te r i s t i c  of E d o u a r d  Ot l e t ’s household  in t h e  
d a y s  w hen  O t l e t  cour ted  her .  d a y s  in wh ich  the  family w a s  
a g g r e s s i v e l y  prospe rous .  She  m u s t  o ften h a v e  felt i sola ted and  
bored .  The  dea th  of  h i s  f a ther  re lease d  Ot le t  f rom a n y  ia m i l i a l  
c o n s t r a in t  to p r o l o n g  the m a r r i a g e .

These  y e a r s  of  O t l e t ’s p r iv a te  life, however ,  were  by  no 
m e a n s  comple te ly  sh a d o w e d  by  the de a th  of  his f a the r  and  
by  h is  divorce.  H e  w a s  a r e g u l a r  v i s i t o r  to the  ho us e  of  H e n r i  
La  F o n ta in e ' s  s i s ter ,  Léonie.  The  v is i t s  e v e n tu a l l y  a s s u m e d  an 
a l m o s t  in va r ia b l e  p a t t e r n  a s  th e  y e a r s  w e n t  by. H e  d in ed  w i th  
h e r  every  T u e s d a y  eve ning .  Indeed,  so s t r o n g  b e c a m e  the  
ha bi t  of these  v i s i t s  for Léonie  t h a t  they w e re  cont inu ed  for 
a t ime,  as  it were,  by  proxy  a f te r  O t le t ' s  dea th ,  by h i s  co l l ea ­
gu e  an d  disciple,  G e o r g e s  Lorphèvre.  At some t im e d u r i n g  th e  
per iod  of  h i s  d ivorce  p roc eedin gs  he m e t  a f r iend  of Léonie  
La F o n t a i n e ’s, a wea l th y  D utc h  w o m a n ,  C a t o  V a n  Nederhas-  
sel t .  wh o w a s  o ld e r  t h a n  he. Sh e  expr ess ed  in te res t  in his- 
work  a n d  des ired to p a r t i c ip a te  in so m e  w a y  in it. The ir  
a c q u a in ta n ce  developed apace  th ro ugh v is i ts  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d ­
ence  a n d  the consequence ,  d i s a p p o in t in g  a t e n u o u s  h o p e  
tha t  Léonie  La F o n ta in e  w a s  t h o u g h t  to cheri sh,58 w a s  O t le t ' s  
second  m a r r i a g e  in 1912 to  C a to  V a n  Nederhesse l t .  Thi s  w a s  
a v e r y  successful  m a r r i a g e ,  as  fa r  a s  on e  can  g a th e r ,  f rom 
which’ O t l e t  con t i n u a l l y  drew  s t r en gt h .

T H E  C O N G R E SS 01 M O NS AND TH E M ONT D ES ARTS

In 1905 an  In te rn a t io na l  Expos i t ion  w a s  held a t  Liège  in 
Belg ium.  Th e  OIB exhibi ted exce rp ts  f rom i ts reper tor ies  
a n d  ex a m p le s  of b ib l io gra ph ica l  eq u ip m e n t  a nd  suppl ies ,  it 
w a s  a l s o  a m e m b e r  of  the Expo s i t io n ' s  C om me rc ia l  Office and  
it as sem b le d ,  c lass if ied,  a n d  p repa red  for c o n s u l ta t i o n  a t  the 
expos i t ion a l a r g e  col lect ion of c a ta lo g s ,  p rospec tuses ,  c i r ­
c u l a r s  a n d  o t h e r  in dus t r i a l  a nd  co mm erc ia l  m ate r ia l .  As on 
s im i la r  occas ions ,  a l a rg e  n u m b e r  of in te rn a t io n a l  co n fe rences  
were  held.  Th ou gh  no conference of the I IB w a s  cal led,  its 
off icials pa r t i c ip a t ed  in a n u m b e r  of o th e r s  such  as  th a t  of 
th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n io n  of  P h o to g ra p h y ,  a C o n g r e s s  ior  the 
Ex te n s i o n  of F re nc h  L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  a n d  th e  I n t e r n a ­
t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of  th e  P ress .  A cu l m in a t ion  of these  in te r ­
na t i o n a l  confere nces  w a s  on e  sp o n so red  by  the  Be lg ian  g o v e r n ­
ment.  It w a s  in te nded  to provide a k ind of « s u m m a r y »  a nd  
«c row n»  of all the  o t he rs .59 P re s i de d  ove r  by the  King  a n d  
held a t  Mons ,  it w a s  ca l led the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  for  
W or ld  E co n o m ic  E x pans io n .  O t l e t  p r e se n t e d  a long  repor t  to 
it c o n t a i n i n g  p ro p o sa ls  for the  deve lopme nt  of  the  O I B  by
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m e a n s  of  a D o c u m e n ta r y  U n io n  of  G o v e r n m e n t s  into the  wor ld  
do cu m en ta t i o n  cen t r e  of which he had  a l w a y s  dr eame d.  The 
repor t  e m p h a s is e d  the  necess i ty for rel iable,  c u r r e n t  i n fo rm a ­
t ion as  a bas i s  for p l a n n i n g  economic  ex p an s i o n  a n d  he  explored  
the  v a r i o u s  w a y s  in which  p r iv a te  a n d  official  in fo rmat ion  
a ge nc ie s  could  best  be or g a n is e d .

A m o n g  the  reso lu t i ons  taken  by  the In te rn a t io n a l  C o n ­
g r e s s  for Wor ld  Economic  E x p a n s io n  w e re  a n u m b e r  of the 
u t m o s t  im p o r t a n c e  to the  O IB .  P e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  im p o r ­
t a n t  was :

C o n sid e rin g  th a t rap id , in te g ra te d  c u rre n t docu m en ta tio n  re la ted  to  
m a tte rs  o í  w orld  ex p an s io n  is  necessa ry  fo r th e  full u tilisa tio n  of th e ­
o re tica l and  p ractica l in fo rm atio n  sc a tte re d  in  innum erab le  publica­
tio n s  w hich a re  p rin ted  each day ; C o n sid e rin g  th a t the ta sk  o f g u id in g  
re sea rch ers  th ro u g h  d o cu m en ts  sh o u ld  be the resp o nsib ility  of special 
o rg a n isa tio n s  ch arg ed  w ith  p ro v id in g  d irec t in fo rm a tio n ; C o n sidering  
th e  re su lts  of o rg a n is a tio n s  c rea ted  up  till now  fo r b e tte r  o rg a n is in g  
do cu m en ta tio n  and  th e  w ork  th a t they  hav e  do n e  to w a rd s  th is  go a l; 
C o n sid e rin g  especially  th e  ac tiv ities  o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  of 
B ib liog raphy  w hich are  based  on in te rn a tio n a l co -opera tion  and  s ta n ­
d a rd isa tio n  of m ethods; C o n sid e rin g  th a t th e  sec tio n s o f offices of 
specia l technical and  scien tific  docu m en ta tio n  o ffer th e  public  m ore 
precise  a n d  com ple te  in fo rm a tio n  th an  do  public  o rg a n isa tio n s , . . .  ; 
C o n s id e r in g  th a t  s im ila r in s titu tio n s , w hich it is  d e s irab le  to  see d e ­
velop a n d  m ultip ly , c an  becom e a force in  d o cu m en ta tio n  by  u n ifo r­
m ity  of m ethod , th e  w orld  c h a ra c te r  o f th e ir  d o cu m en tary  collections, 
and  by  fed era tio n  w ith  th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  of B ib liography: 
The C ongress ad o p ts  the fo llow ing  reso lu tio n s:
1. In fo rm atio n  serv ices w hich ac t a s  in te rm ed iarie s  be tw een  th e  p u b ­
lic and  docum ents, fu rn ish in g , upon w ritte n  o r  ve rb a l c o n su lta tio n  to 
those  in te res ted , in fo rm a tio n  on  specia l p o in ts  concerned  w ith  econo­
m ic and  g eo g rap h ic  m atte rs , sh o u ld  be o rg a n ised  in lib ra ries  w ith 
th e ir co llections o f p u b lica tio n s, and m u seu m s w ith  th e ir co llections of 
ob jec ts, co n cu rren tly  w ith  in s tru c tio n  and  courses;
2. A b u n d an t, sy s te m atica lly  collected , read y -fo r-u se  m ate ria l for 
re sp o n se  sho u ld  be  placed a t th e  d isp o sa l of th e  perso n n el o f these 
serv ices w hich h av e  been ch arg ed  w ith  th e  d u ty  of sa tis fy in g  th e  re ­
qu ests  of th e  public, f o r  th e  ra tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  of 'in fo rm a tio n  
resources th e  d o cu m en tary  m eth o d s of the In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  of 
B ib lio g rap h y  sh o u ld  be  recogn ised  P a rtic u la rly , a  c en tra l docum en tary  
rep erto ry  should  be c rea ted  in  w hich sh o u ld  be unified  and  co -o rd in a ­
ted  daily , as a so rt o f p e rm an en t re g is te r , all th e  in fo rm a tio n  collected 
re la tiv e  to  places, people, in s titu tio n s  a n d  p ro d u c ts .

3. A  c en tra l office o f docu m en ta tio n  and  in fo rm a tio n  sh o u ld  be se t up 
in every  co u n try . T h is office should be o rg a n ised  by public  a u th o r i­
ties w ith  th e  ag reem en t of the unoffic ia l a sso c ia tio n s. I t  should  be 
w id e ly  accessib le  to  th o se  in te res ted . The c en tra l office should  be 
pu t in touch w ith  b ran ch es o rg a n ised  acco rd in g  to  th e  sam e  m ethods. 
U pon th e  In itia tiv e  of an  in te rn a tio n a l office, an  ag reem en t should  be 
m ade  betw een the c en tra l offices o f th e  d iffe ren t co u n trie s  and  the 
g re a t in te rn a tio n a l in s titu tio n s  in o rd e r to  v e rify  th e ir  docum en tary  
m ethods a n d  ex ch an g e  in fo rm atio n  and  d ocum en ts w hich are  of a 
public  n a tu re .

4 The C o n g re ss  reso lv es th a t  th e  In te rn a tio n a l O ffice of B ib liog raphy  
w hich th e  B e lg ian  g o v e rn m en t c rea ted  In 1895 should  se t up  a n  in te r-
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n a tio n a l se rv ice  w hose ob ject w o u ld  be to  o rg a n is e  w orld  do cu m en ta ­
tion  in  econom ic, in d u str ia l, com m ercial, lega l a n d  soc ial m a tte rs  as 
w ell a s  in  connected  sub jec ts .00

A n o th e r  re so lu t ion  of  th e  C o n g r e s s  w a s  equ a l ly  imp or tan t :
C lose re la tio n s  sh o u ld  be  estab lish ed  betw een th e  m useum s o n  th e  one  
h a n d , and , on  th e  o th er, in q u iry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  offices in econom ic 
m atte rs , in  such  a w a y  a s  to  com ple te  a  physical d o c u m en ta tio n  in  the 
one  (o b jec ts  o r  facsim iles) bv  g rap h ic  d o cu m en ta tio n  in  th e  o th er 
(w ritin g , p rin te d  m ate ria ls , d raw in g s , p h o to g rap h s) a n d  reciproca lly  
to  p u t th e  m useum s a n d  in fo rm a tio n  offices in  re la tio n  w ith  th e  p ress 
in  o rd e r to  g ive  i t  d o cu m en ta tio n  fo r i ts  ta sk  of e d u ca tin g  th e  public  
in econom ic m a tte rs .61

Th ese  reso lu t i ons  e n c o u r a g e d  Ot le t  to p l an  and  to work  
for inc re ase d  s u p p o r t  for the  exp ans io n  of the  0113-— 11B . La t e  
in 1905 he a d d re ss ed  a m e m o r a n d u m  to the  g o v e r n m e n t  s e t ­
t i n g  out  four proposa ls .  The  first w a s  t h a t  the  gov e rn m en t  
shoul d  cal l  a con fe rence  to c r e a te  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  Union  for 
Docum en ta t io n .  The  0 1 B w ou ld  be the  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of th e  
U nio n  a n d  w oul d  «act  a s  the  cen t ra l  ins t i tu t ion  c o -or d in a t ­
ing the  w o rk  of the office a n d  th a t  of the  na t io na l  bib lio­
g ra p h ic a l  services».  In jo in in g  the Union ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  would 
e n s u r e  t h a t  the i r  co un t r ie s  pub l i shed  a na t io n a l  b ib l iog raphy  
a n d  adop ted  the m i n i m u m  bib l io graphica l  rules,  p ro m u l g a t e d  
by the  0 1 B, for all b ib l iog raph ic  work.  Secondly ,  Ot le t  p r o ­
posed th a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  help the  0 1 B c re a te  a na t ion a l  
do cu m en ta t i o n  serv ice  in economic ,  t echnica l  a n d  commerc ia l  
ma t te rs .  Th is  serv ice  w oul d  develop an  up- to-da te  d o c u m e n ­
t a r y  re pe r to ry  d r a w i n g  its m a te r i a l  from pa ten ts ,  g o v e r n m e n t  
do cume nts ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  publ ica t ions ,  tariff d o c u m e n ts  a n d  tech­
nical  a n d  co mm erc ia l  a n n u a l s  a m o n g s t  o th e r  sources .  The

Í' o v e r n m e n t  wo uld  need to provide  the  0 1 B wi t h  free loca t ions  
or  such  a service,  f u r n i t u re  to house  the  new reper tor ies  

co n te m p la t ed  for it a n d  an  addi t iona l  a n n u a l  s u b s id y  of
15,000 f rancs .  Thi rdly,  the  g o v e r n m e n t  shou ld  set  u p  an  I n ­
fo rmat ion  Serv ice  for’ Scient if ic  a nd  Ed uca t io na l  In s t i t u te s  in 
Be lg ium.  Thi s  service ,  to be  p a r t  of  the  O I B ,  also,  would  
publ ish  an  a n n u a l .  F ina l ly  the G o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  se t  up  a 
Se rv ice  for t h e  N a t i on a l  Bib l io gr aphy  and  C a t a l o g u e s  of the 
Librar ies  of Belg ium.  Th is  would  co-o rd ina te  a n d  extend 
services  a l r e a d y  ex is t ing .02 Of  course,  Ot le t  ha d  a l r e a d y  begun 
to p u t  m o s t  e le m en ts  of  thi s  p r o g r a m  into effect  well  before 
1905. The  C o n g r e s s  of  M ons  a n d  the  a w a k e n e d  gov e rn m en t  
in te r es t  in in f or ma t io n  serv ices provided  h im wi th  an  o p p o r ­
tun i ty to push  a h e a d  wi th  his l o n g - s t a n d i n g  p lans ,  of  which 
the o ldes t  a n d  mos t  cen t ra l  w a s  th a t  for a D o cu m en ta ry  
U nion  of G ov e rn m e n t s .  The  p ro p o sa ls  w e re  n o t  im me dia te l y  
ac ted  on  a s  such.

Never the less ,  in M a y  1906 a C o m m is s i on  w a s  appoin ted  
by the  M in is te r  for the  In te r io r  a n d  Pu b l i c  Ins t ruc t ion .  I t s
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p u rp o se  w a s  to e x a m i n e  a pro jec t  kn o w n  a s  t h e  M on t  des 
Ar ts .  In the M ont  des  Ar ts  w e re  to be ce n t r a l i s ed  a nd  co­
o rd in a t e d  in a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  ad ja ce n t  loca t ions the  Royal  
L ibrary ,  Archives ,  M u s e u m s  a n d  o th e r  educ a t io na l ,  cul tura l  
a genc ie s  u n d e r  the  a eg i s  of  the Mi ni s te r .  Th e  M ont  des Ar ts  
w a s  intended  to g i v e  effect  to the  Wor ld  Co nfe re nce  of  Eco­
nomic E x p a n s i o n ' s  reso lu t i ons  c o n c e r n i n g  M u s e u m s .  The 
e x is t i n g  b u i ld in g s  w e r e  to be a l te r ed  a n d  o th e r s  bui l t  on to 
or  a r o u n d  them.  O t le t  w a s  the j u n io r  m e m b e r  of the  C o m m i s ­
s ion,  a n d  a s  such ,  in w h a t  se e m s  to be  a lo n g  ha l lo w ed  t r a d i ­
t ion,  w a s  asked  to take  the m i n u t e s  oi  i ts  m e e t i n g s  by  the  
C h a i r m a n ,  Cyri l l e  V a n  O ve rbe rgh ,  the  Di rec tor -Genera l  of 
the  M i n i s t r y ’s A dm in is t r a t i on  for H i g h e r  L ea rn i ng ,  the Sciences 
a nd  the Ar ts .

In his a d d r e s s  to the C o m m is s io n  Ot le t  e n l a r g e d  upon 
his ea r l i e r  p ro po sa ls  to the g o v e r n m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  the fu ture 
of the OIB.  I le  de scr ibed  the m ov em en t  o i  in te rn a t io na l  a s ­
soc ia t ions  t o w a r d s  s e t t in g  up the ir  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Brusse l s .  
B r u s s e l s  was ,  as  a resul t ,  rap id ly  becom in g  an  im p o r t a n t  sci­
entific,  ed uc a t io na l  a n d  cu l tu ra l  cen t r e  for t h e  w ho le  wor ld.  
It seemed c l ea r  to Ot le t  th a t  the  G o v e r n m e n t  shou ld  en co u rag e  
thi s  t r end ,  shou ld  a s s u r e  the in te rn a t io na l  a s so c ia t io ns  hosp i ­
ta l i ty  a nd  s u p p o r t .  As  o ne  of these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a nd  a l r e a d y  
s i tua t ed  in b u i l d i n g s  des t ine d  to be par t  of  the  M o n t  des 
Ar ts ,  the  I IB shou ld  logica l ly become the i r  c en t r e  a n d  should 
g r a d u a l l y  ex tend  its se rv ices  to provide  an  i n te r n a t i o n a l  docu ­
m en ta t i o n  se rv ice.  Al read y  the I IB had  a t t em p te d  to en co u ra g e  
co-opera t ion  be tween  Be lg ia n  lea rn ed  a s so c ia t io ns  and  
soc ie t ies  a n d  s im i l a r  in te rn a t io na l  a s s o c ia t i o n s  loca ted  in 
Be lg i um .  O t l e t  g a v e  a n  acco un t  to th e  C o m m is s i on  of  h i s  
a t t e m p t s  to set  up a Col lect ive Li b ra ry  of L ea rned  Societ ies.  
I l e  h ad  conce ived of  this  as  ear ly  as  1903 even before the 
Il B had  b e g u n  the survey  r e s u l t in g  in A n n u a ire  d e s  soc ié tés  
sc ien tifiq u es , a r tis tiq u e s  et litté ra ire s  de  B e lg ique . H e  h a d  then 
app ro a c h e d  the g o v e r n m e n t  for an  a l lo tmen t  of in creased  space  
for  the O I B  a n d  ha d  been rebuffed  wi th  the  c o m m e n t  that  
the  O l B ' s  Royal Decree of 1895 in no w a y  com mi t te d  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  «to furn ish  a locat ion for the l ib r a r ie s  of lea rned 
societ ies».011 In 1905, however ,  the G o v e r n m e n t  ag reed  to al low 
the O I B  to occupy the  C ha pe l le  S a i n t  Geo rg es ,  27a M o n t a g n e  
de  la Cour .  This  w a s  a very  old s t r u c t u r e  which  ha d  been 
rebui l t  in 1516, res tored  in the n in e t een th  cen tury ,  and  w a s  
of some arch i t ec tura l  interest .  It w a s  p a r t  of  the P a l a i s  de 
B eaux  Ar ts ,  c lose  to the  o ther  O I B — 11B loca t ions  a n d  had 
a n  e n t r a n c e  in the  Rue  de la Régence.66 In F e b r u a r y  1906, 
six a ss oc ia t io ns  ha d  ag re ed  to p a r t ic ip a te  in the  Col lect ive 
Library .

It w a s  poss ib le  now,  O t l e t  in formed the  C om mi ss i on ,  to
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su p p ly  the g o v e r n m e n t  a rch i tec t  wi th  all the  ne cessary  in fo rm a­
tion for p l a n n i n g  the inc lusion of the Collect ive Li b ra ry  in the 
M on t  des Ar ts .  In addi t ion ,  then,  to the  faci l i t ies  n eed ed  for 
the  I IB, p rovi s io ns  shou ld  be m a d e  in the  fu tur e  M on t  des 
Ar ts  for

1. A la rg e  lib ra ry  w ith  a re ad in g  room , a pe rio d ica ls  room , a n d  book 
s ta ck  ab le  to house  abou t 500,000 books. T h is lib ra ry  w ould com prise, 
a s  a  fed era tiv e  o rg a n isa tio n , th e  co llective  lib ra ry  of th e  sc ien tific  so ­
c ie ties o f B elg ium  a n d  a collective  lib ra ry  o f th e  in te rn a tio n a l in s ti­
tu tio n s
2. A room  (or th e  in fo rm atio n  a n d  d o cu m en tary  rep erto ries  w hich 
should  be  a n tic ip a ted  a s  d ev e lo p in g  ten  tim es  a s  m uch a s  those 
a lre ad y  e lab o ra ted  by  th e  I IB;
3. O ffices for a  dozen se c re ta r ia ts  in sta lled  n e a r  th e  lib ra ry  and  the 
rep erto ry  room s.65

These  offices w ou ld  house  the  i n te r n a t io n a l  a ss oc ia t io ns  in 
t h e  n u c le u s  of  a n  in te rn a t io n a l  cent re.

The C o m m is s i on  w a s  sym pa th e t i c  in its conc lus io ns  to 
O t le t ' s  w i sh es  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  that :

It is  d esirab le  to  g ro u p  th e  co llections o f o b jec ts w h o se  function  is 
to  be v iew ed a n d  w hich , a p a r t  from  th e ir  d o cu m en tary  c h arac te r, p a r ­
tic ip a te  in  th e  n a tu re  o f w o rk s of a r t  . . .  L ib ra ries  and  do cu m en tatio n  
serv ices sh o u ld  be g rouped  and  a ttem p ts  sh o u ld  be m ade  to  b rin g  
to g e th e r a ro u n d  the R oyal L ib rary , w ith o u t th re a te n in g  th e ir a u to n o ­
m y, th e  p re sen tly  d isp e rsed  lib ra rie s  of lea rn ed  societies, o f various 
m in is trie s  a n d  in te rn a tio n a l in s titu tio n s .6®

In the cou rse  of  the C o m m i s s i o n ’s  m e e t i n g  Ot le t  and  the 
c h a i r m a n ,  V a n  O v er be rgh ,  w e re  s t i m u la te d  to form a g r a n d  
p la n  for tw o n e w  m u s e u m s  which  w ou ld  com pl em ent  those  
a l r e a d y  ex is t in g :  a Wor ld  M u s e u m  a n d  a Soc ia l  M u se u m .  
O t le t  a n d  V a n  O v e r b e r g h  bot h  s a w  the i r  p ro p o sa ls  a s  e x t e n ­
d in g  the  w o rk  of the  Wor ld  C o n g r e s s  a t  M o n s  the y e a r  before. 
F o r  Ot le t  the  not ion of a Wor ld  M u s e u m  re tu rn ed  h im to  his 
p r eo ccu p a t i o n s  w i t h  synthes i s ,  on t h e  one  ha n d ,  and  d o c u m e n ­
ta t io n  in the broad  se nse  in which  he ha d  b e g u n  to define 
it, on the  other .  F or  V a n  O v e r b e r g h  th e  not ion w a s  a n  ex t en­
sion  of  h i s  concern  wi t h  ed u ca t i o n a l  reform.

H a v i n g  observed  th a t  m u s e u m s  had  been formed «every­
w her e»  in recent  years ,  and  th a t  some of them w e re  m u s e u m s  
of «every th ing» ,  the  a u th o r s  described  the  W o r ld  M u s e u m  they 
envi sa ge d .  11 w oul d  provide  «a v i sua l  expos i t ion  of  th a t  which 
c ons t i t u te s  the concre te  rea l i ty  of [our  c o u n t r y ] ,  b e i n g  a t  every 
po in t  l inked to o th e r  count r ies ,  m a r k i n g  thus ,  in a c lear ly 
a p p a r e n t  way ,  i ts  p lace  in the universe».  And w h e r e  be t te r  
could it be  p laced  th a n  in the midd le  of the  M on t  des  Ar ts ,  
for  «is  it not ,  in i ts  m a n y  respec ts ,  the  coro l la ry ,  the  link, 
the  sy n th es i s  of al l  the o th e r  mu se um s? »

As for the  Soc ia l  Muse um:
T he idea o f an  exposlllon  of flic o rg a n isn llo n  and  w o rk in g  of social 
in s titu tio n s , o f p re sen tin g  in  a fig u ra tiv e  w ay  and  by th e  lea s t a b s tra c t
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m ea n s possible, the d ifferen t e lem en ts o f m odern  society , the
g re a t law s w hich re g u la te  the social o rg an ism , th e  g o a ls  of i ts  a c tiv i­
ty , the su re s t m ean s o f a tta in in g  them  —  th is idea  w as  b ro u g h t to  
b ir th  by the in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s. F o r  th e  la s t tw en ty  y ears 
every  W orld  F a ir  h a s  had  its  ex p osition  o i soc ial econom y and  each 
h a s  . . .  m ade  ap p a re n t to  th e  people th a t  w hich is  kno w n  to  th e  few; 
th e  ac tio n  o( im palpab le  forces in  th e  sc a tte re d  w orld .

T h i s  k in d  of expos i t ion had  been held a t  L iège  in 1905 and 
w o u l d  a g a i n  be held in an  expos i t ion  p la n n e d  for  B rus se l s  
in 1910. Ot le t  a n d  V a n  O v e r b e r g h  em p h as i se d  the ease  with 
w h i c h  the nec e ss a ry  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  for the  M u s e u m  could  be 
col lected by  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  f rom the in te rn a t io n ­
al a s so c ia t io ns  i nc rea s i ng ly  m a k i n g  the i r  home in Brussels.**7 

This  docu men t  is of  p a r t ic u l a r  in te res t  b ecau se  it fore­
s h a d o w s  the g r e a t  m u s e u m  Ot le t  a c tu a l l y  se t  ab ou t  o r g a n i s i n g
a t  the 1910 Brusse ls  Expos i t i on  a n d  whi ch  f igured  la rge ly  in
h is  t h o u g h t s  thereaf te r .  Indeed,  the  C o n g r e s s  of  M o n s  m a y  be 
co ns id e re d  as  m a r k i n g  an  im p o r t a n t  s t ep  in the  evolut ion of 
•Otlet’s  thought .  As  a resu l t  of its de l ib e ra t io ns  a n d  the  s u b ­
se q u e n t  M on t  des A r ts  projet ,  Ot le t  b e c a m e  con ce rned  with 
ideas  of  ho w to ex tend  the  bas ic  o r g a n i s a t i o n  u n d e r l y i n g  his 
work.  H e  w a s  a w a k e n e d  to the no tion of M u s e u m  as  e s s e n t i a l ­
ly d o c u m e n t a r y  and  he w a s  s t i m u la te d  to begi n  c o ns ide r ing  
th e  possibi l i t i es  of par t ic ip a t io n  af forded by the  in te rn a t io n a l  
a s so c ia t io ns  w hos e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  seemed to be m u s h r o o m i n g  
in Brusse l s .  Tha t  the  O I B — 11B could  become a n  im p o r t a n t  
na t iona l  in f or ma t io n  a n d  do cu m e n ta t i o n  service,  he w a s  con ­
vinced.  It could  a l s o  become the  cen t r e  of  in te r na t io na l  docu ­
m e n t a r y  o rg a n i s a t i o n .  The  prospec t  of  the  ex tens ion  of the 
O I B — I IB in the M on t  des Ar ts ,  of i ts  be in g  g iven  a n  official,  
abov e  al l  in te rn a t io na l  c h a r a c t e r  t h ro u g h  the  c rea t ion  of  a 
d o c u m e n t a r y  un io n  of g o v e rn m e n t s ,  a n d  of i ts  in t r o d u c in g  an  
ex t ens iv e  economic  a n d  technica l  in for ma t io n  service,  led 
O t l e t  to a t t e m p t  to find add i t i ona l  fu nds  for it.

As  a not ice in the n e w s p a p e r .  L a  C h ron ique , observed:
T he re so lu tio n s  of th e  C o n g ress  o f W orld  E x pansion  a re  b e in g  pu t 
in to  effect one  a f te r  an o th er. O ne of th e  im m edia te ly  p ractica l ones 
c o n s is ts  of th e  o rg a n isa tio n  a t B ru ssels of a n  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  
of D o cum en tation  c en tra lis in g  all in fo rm atio n  in econom ic, technical 
and  social m a tte rs . To th is end  it is  proposed  to  now  g ive new  develo­
pm ent to  the In te rn a tio n a l O ffice o l B ib lio g rap h y  w hich is  directed  
by  a C om m ission  p resided  o v er by B aro n  D escam ps and  w hich po sses­
se s im p o rta n t co llections: The Office w ill be  in sta lled  in the .Mont des 
A rts  and  w ill en te r in to  re la tio n s  w ith  d ifferen t in te rn a tio n a l in s titu ­
tio n s  e x is tin g  in B russels a n d  a b ro ad . T his v a s t p ro jec t is  v ig o ro u sly  
en co u rag ed  by th e  K ing .“®

A  P a t r o n a g e  Com mit t ee ,  the  n e w s p a p e r  w e n t  on to in form its 
reade r s ,  w a s  be in g  set  up and  th e  f i nanc ie rs ,  E r n e s t  Solva y  
a n d  F r a n z  P h i l i pp so n  were  lo  be p a r t  of it. A  s u m  of 200,000 
f r a n c s  w a s  decided a s  ne c e s sa ry  to deve lop the  O I B  a s  p l a n ­
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ned .  This s u m  w a s  to  he s p e n t  over  four y e a r s  by which  t ime  
the  M o n t  des Ar ts ,  it w a s  bel ieved,  w o u ld  be  fini shed,  and 
the  O I B  in i ts new.  e x p a n d e d  form se t t l ed wi th in  it. E rn e s t  
Solv ay ,  w ho becam e  P r e s i d e n t  of the I I B —O I B  w he n  D esc am p s  
res igne d  in 1907 to h e a d  the new  M in is t r y  of  Sc iences  a nd  
Ar ts ,  p romised  to pu t  up  50,000 f r ancs  as  a s ta r t .  Phi l ipp-  
son,  fo l lowing  S o lv a y ' s  lead,  p romis ed  10.000 f rancs .  This 
dr e w  an  e n th u s i a s t i c  le t ter  f rom S ol vay’s se cre ta ry :  «we are  
ench an ted .  A n d  the  old cynical  s a y i n g  is r igh t :  to h im who 
has  will be given».  L a te r  in the year  a fur ther  d o na t io n  of
10,000 f r a n c s  w a s  received.  ( « C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  f rom M. Solvay 
a n d  mys e l f» ) .  M a n y  le t ters  we re  s e n t  out  so l ic i t i ng  fu nd s  but  
it is c l ea r  th a t  the  goa l  of  200,000 f r a n c s  w a s  no t  reached.  
The  King ' s  supp or t ,  refe rred  to in the not ice in La C hronique, 
s eems  to h a v e  been l imi ted  to the  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of  th e  r e ­
ceipt  o f  don a t io n s  to the O I B  by Royal Decree.  In the  final 
a n a ly s i s  the  M on t  des  A r ts  w a s  a much de layed  project  a nd  
eventua l ly ,  in 1909 Ot le t  as ke d  P h i l i pps on  to permi t  his c o n ­
t r ibu t ion  for the e x p a n s io n  of the O I B  to be  used to su pp or t  
the  for ma t io n  of a n  I n te r n a t i o n a l  M ic ro pho to gr ap h ie  Sec tion  
in th e  I IB.

E X PA N SIO N

D u r i n g  the  per iod  ju s t  before and  j u s t  a f te r  1905, th e  
O I B  u n d e r w e n t  con s i der ab l e  expa ns io n .  Of f irst  im por t ance  
w a s  probably  the  Col lec t ive  Li b ra ry  of Le a rn e d  Soc ie ties.  It 
c am e  forma l ly  into be in g  in Apri l  1906 and  w a s  officially 
opened  by B aron  De sc am ps ,  o u t g o i n g  P re s id e n t  of O I B ,  in 
December  1907 by  which t im e the  n u m b e r  of  pa r t ic ip a t in g  
soc ie t ies  h ad  g r o w n  from six to twenty- five.  Th e  object ives 
of  the L ib ra ry  were  described as:

To g ro u p  th e  sc a tte re d  lib ra rie s  of sc ien tific  and  c o rp o ra te  in s titu tio n s  
and  a sso c ia tio n s  a s  w ell a s  th o se  of th e  [ed ito ria l] o ffices of p e rio d i­
cals, to  a ssu m e th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  m an a g em e n t of these  lib ra rie s  in a 
m an n e r to  be de te rm in ed  in  each  case, to  pu t a p p ro p ria te  lo ca tio n s 
w hich w ill be heated , lit and  accessib le d u r in g  m ost of th e  d ay . a t 
th e ir d isposa l; to  p lace the co llections of each m em ber in stitu tio n  
under a responsib le  a d m in is tra tio n  ch arg ed  w ith  p re se rv in g  them , c a ta ­
lo g in g  them , m ak in g  them  av ailab le  for use w ith in  the lib ra ry  and 
len d in g  them  o u tsid e  it, bu t in  no  w ay  in te rfe rin g  w ith  th e  ow nersh ip  
a n d  the free  d isp o sitio n  of th e  w o rk s deposited  by  th e  m em ber in s t i­
tu tio n s; to  c o n stitu te  by b r in g in g  d iffe ren t specia l lib ra ries  to g e th e r in 
th is  w ay , a collective  lib ra ry  w hich  w ill p ro g ress iv e ly  em brace the 
d iffe ren t b ran ch es o f encyclopedic k now ledge, and  w hich w ill be an  
a u x ilia ry  to  e x is tin g  public  lib ra rie s  w hose c h a ra c te r  is  g e n era l; in 
th is  w ay  to  p u t  ex tensive  co llec tio n s o f u se  fo r d o cu m en ta tio n  w o rk  a t 
th e  d isposal o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  of B ib lio g rap h y  in  exchange  
fo r its  su p erv iso ry  care ; a t  the sam e tim e to  p e rm it sc ien tific  a sso c ia ­
tio n s to  be c e rta in  of th e ir m em bers’ access to  the in fo rm a tio n  and  
d ocu m en ta tio n  sources of the In s titu te .6“
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The Col lec t ive  L ib ra ry  w a s  in a se ns e  p a r t  of  a p a t te rn  of 
s t r u c t u r a l  e la bor a t io n  wi th in  the  O I B  which  involved  the 
c rea t ion  of  n e w  se c t ions  a n d  n e w  reper tor ies .  In  1905 an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  of P h o t o g r a p h y  w a s  c re a te d  as  a new  
sec t ion  of  the  11 B. I t  g r e w  out  of an  a g r e e m e n t  be tween  
E r n e s t  de Pot te r ,  ed i to r  of the R e v u e  b e lg e  de  p h o to g ra p h ie . 
a n d  the OI B.  The  O I B  un de r to o k  to deve lop  th e  se rv ices  a nd  
co llec t ions  of  the  In s t i t u te  of P h o t o g r a p h y  in i ts  ow n loca tions .  
De P o t t e r  a g r e e d  to do n a te  his col lect ions ,  both photographic  
a n d  b ib l iographica l ,  to th e  I n s t i t u te  a n d  to u n d e r t a k e  a pr o ­
g r a m  of e x te n d in g  them a s  m uch  a s  possible,  a c t i n g  as 
« C o n s e r v a t o r  of the  P h o t o g r a p h i c  Divis ion  of  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  
In s t i t u t e  of B ib l io gr aph y»  u n d e r  i ts a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  control .  
H is  w a s  to  be a n  h o n o ra ry  pos i t ion  unti l  such  t ime a s  the 
O I B  rece ived  a n  in creased  s u b s id y  f rom th e  Be lg ia n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  or  s u p p o r t  from o ther  g o v e rn m e n ts .  The  O I B  w oul d  then 
pay  de P o t t e r  an  a n n u a l  s u m  of th ree  t h o u s a n d  f r a n c s  for a 
per iod  of  t e n  y ea r s .70 This a g r e e m e n t  w a s  pu t  in to  effect.  The  
In s t i t u t e  w a s  se t  up. An app e a l  for  co l la b o ra to rs  w a s  issued,  
a nd  ru les  a n d  p ro cedu re s  for  c a r r y i n g  ou t  i ts  w o rk  w e re  pu b­
lished.

Th e  new  Ins t i t u te  w a s  to  h a v e  several  m a j o r  funct ions.  
F i r s t  of al l  it w a s  in te nde d  to pr o m o te  the  s t u d y  of m a t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  to p h o to g r a p h ic  d oc um ent a t io n .  But  p r im ar i l y  the 
Ins t i tu te  w a s  to c rea te  a Universa l  Iconogr aphie  Repertory  
which w a s  described as:

a g e n e ra l co llection  of p ic tu res  a n d  docu m en tary  illu s tra tio n s  o rig i­
n a tin g  from  v a rio u s  sou rces on  all su b jec ts  and  c lassified .71

At th e  t ime  of the  se t t i n g  up  of  the  Ins t i tu te ,  th e r e  were  
ab ou t  100,000 p ic tures  in stock,  about  12,000 of which  ha d  
been m ount ed  a n d  c lassi fied.  A spec ia l ly  pr epa red  c a t a lo g  
of them c o n t a i n e d  abou t  15,000 c a rds .  The  r epe r tor y  cons isted  
of  a m a in  «doc u m en ta ry »  r e p e r t o ry  of  ac tua l  p ic torial  m a t e ­
r ial  which w a s  c lassi f ied by  th e  Un iversa l  Decimal  C la ss i f i ­
ca t io n  a n d  housed  in spec ia l ly  d es ig ne d  c a t a l o g  furn i tur e  
a n d  f i l in g  cab ine ts ,  and  a n u m b e r  of auxi l ia ry  reper tor ies .  The 
i tems  w e re  m ou n ted  w h e re  nec e ss a ry  on  to  she e ts  of  on e  of 
tw o  s t a n d a r d  sizes:  o r d i n a r y  p os t ca rd  s ize  ( a n d  m uch  of the 
m a te r i a l  w a s  in the  form of p o s tc a rd s ) ,  a n d  a la r g e r  size 
( 2 1 . 5 x 2 7 . 5  c m ) .  Pr ov is i on  w a s  m a d e  for m is ce l la ne ous  m a t e ­
r ial  of l a r g e r  s izes  in spec ial  folders.  A r a th e r  compl ica ted 
«b ib l iographic  repertory» ,  a n  index,  in effect,  w a s  ihen compi l ­
ed  for th i s  ma te r i a l .  Th e  index ha d  three  par t s :  a file in 
access ion  o r d e r  in w hic h  m a te r ia l  w a s  e n re g is t e r e d  as  received 
a n d  f rom which  a un iqu e  n u m b e r  for  each piece w a s  der ived;  
a s ub je c t  file; and  f inal ly,  a file of  a u th o r s  a nd  ph ot ogr ap h ic  
a r t i s t s .  The  re pe r tor y  g r e w  s tead i ly  a f te r  its c reat ion .  M a s u r e  
g a v e  s ta t i s t i c s  for i ts  v a r io u s  p a r t s  in h i s  re po r t  on the  11B
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i n  1912, an d  at  th a t  t im e  the v a r io u s  fi les c o n t a i n e d  well  over  
a  q u a r t e r  of a mi ll ion en t r ies .72

It w a s  in t ended  to he or g a n is e d  in such  a w a y  th a t  it 
w o u l d  c o m p le m e n t  the  U ni v e rs a l  B ib l io graphic  Reper tory.  I ts  
p u r p o s e s  w e re  described as:

1. T o conserve  fo r public  u se  a t  an  ap p ro p ria te  tim e th e  in n u m erab ­
le g rap h ic  docum en ts w herein  im p o rta n t ev en ts  a p p ea r  from  d a y  to  
day  a n d  w here  a re  rep roduced  o b jec ts  w o rth y  of b e in g  p a id  som e a t ­
ten tio n ;

2 . T o conserve  thus, for h is to r ia n s  of th e  fu tu re , d o cu m en ts  reco rd in g  
tra n s ito ry  a sp e c ts  of m odern  life of the d isap p ea ran ce  of w hich  th ere  
is  a s tro n g  risk  if they  a re  no t sy s tem atica lly  collected...;

3 . T o perm it an y o n e  w h a tev er w ho w ishes to  s tu d y  a su b jec t to  o b ta in  
a  su m m ary  idea of th e  w hole by  a sim p le  g lan ce  a t  illu s tra tio n s  of the 
sub ject;
4. T o procure  fo r m en of science, a d m in is tra to rs  and  s ta te sm en , for 
techn icians, fo r th e  w o rld  of com m erce a n d  in d u s try , illu s tra tiv e , p re ­
c ise, a cc u ra te  and  p e rtin en t docum en ts on  th e  d iffe ren t o b jec ts of 
th e ir re sea rch  a n d  th e ir  a c tiv ity ;
5. To fu rn ish  a r tis ts  and  a r tis a n s  in th e  p rac tice  o f th e ir c ra f t in d is ­
p ensab le  docum en ts fo r th e ir work;
6. To fu rn ish  d o cu m en ts  for illu s tra tio n s  in  books, review s and 
jo u rn a ls  for te a ch in g  and  fo r lec tu rers;
7. T o fa c ilita te  p re lim in a ry  s tu d y  fo r trav e l.73

In  1907 the  11B ac tu a l l y  deve loped  s t a n d a r d s  for  r epe r ­
t o r ie s  of  doss ie rs  which ha d  become of in c r e a s in g  im p o r ta n c e  
t o  i ts w o rk  a f te r  the  fo rm at io n  of t h e  U n i v e r s a l  Ic on o g ra p h ie  
Re pe r tor y .  The  specia l  f u r n i t u r e  co n s t ru c te d  for  h o u s i n g  them 
w a s  described a n d  i l lus t ra ted ,  a n d  the  m o u n t i n g ,  a r r a n g e m e n t  
a n d  u se  of m a t e r i a l s  in spec ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  fo lders or  doss ie rs  
expl a in ed .  By thi s  t ime  the  kind of m a t e r i a l s  depos i ted  in 
dos s ie rs  w a s  ex tende d  beyond the m ere ly  i l lus tra t ive .  «The  
n a m e  of 'd o s s ie r ’ is g iven  to the w ho le  of the  pieces g a t her ed  
into pa cke ts  o r  bu ndl e s  in the  s a m e  folder an d  on  the s a m e  
subject .  The  p ieces  a s sem ble d  in do ss ie rs  v a r y  a c c o r d in g  to 
the  n a t u r e  of  the  reper tor ie s  ( let te rs ,  repo r t s ,  n e w s p a p e r  c u t ­
t ings ,  p h o to g ra p h s ,  notes ,  p rospec tuses ,  c i rcu la rs ,  p r in ted  m e n ­
us,  e tc . )» .74 This  led to the format ion of a n  Encyclopedic 
R epe r tory  of Doss ie rs  which e x t end ed  the o th e r  m a in  r e p e r to ­
r ies  of the O IB :  the  Un iversa l  Bib l iog raphic  R epe r tory  and  
the  U n iv e r sa l  Iconogr aphie  Reper tory.  By 1912 the  mater ia l  
in th e  U n iv e r sa l  D o c u m e n ta r y  Reper tory ,  as  i t  w a s  a l so  cal led,  
c o n t a i n e d  n e a r l y  a q u a r te r  of a mi l l ion  pieces of  l a r g e l y  but  
no t  en t i r e ly  tex tua l  m a te r ia l  « re la t iv e  to all the  ob j ec t s  and  
al l  the  fac ts  w hic h  co n s t i t u te  h u m a n  ac t iv i ty  in i ts  wides t  
ex tens ion» .75

Bib l io graphic a l ,  i l lus t ra t ive  a nd  now  p a r t ly  su bs ta n t iv e ,  
th e  reper tor ie s  in the  O I B  w e re  fu r ther  ex tende d  a f te r  O t l c t ’s 
par t ic i pa t io n  in the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  for  t h e  S tu d y  of 
P o l a r  R eg io n s  held in B r u s s e l s  in 1906, th e  C o n g r e s s  of the  
F ede ra t io n  of  Regiona l  H u n t i n g  Soc ie t ies  and  the  I n t e r n a t i o n ­

al  C o n g r e s s  of  F isher ies ,  both of which were  held at  An twerp  
in 1907. As  a resu l t  of  p ro p o sa ls  pu t  to t he se  C o n g r e s s e s  by 
O t l e t  a n d  his c o l le ague s  an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  P o l a r  Ins t i tu t e  and 
I n te r n a t i o n a l  D o c u m e n t a r y  Offices for H u n t i n g  a n d  for 
F isher ies  w e re  set  up  a n d  aff i l iated wi th  I IB. An In te rn a t i o n a l  
D o c u m e n t a r y  Office for A e ro n a u t ic s  w a s  set  up  on  s im i la r  
l ines  in 1908.76 All of these  Offices w e re  forma l ly  d i s t inc t  from 
th e  O I B — I IB. They  ha d  the i r  ow n s t a t u t e s  w hic h  in form and  
w o r d i n g  w e re  a lm o s t  th e  same .  They w e re  adm in is t e r e d  by 
G e n e r a l  and  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Coun ci l s  upon  th e  fo rm er  of 
which ,  especial ly,  were  rep re se n t ed  a g r e a t  m a n y  ar i s toc ra t ic  
na m e s .  Ot le t  w a s  a m e m b e r  of  the  A dm in i s t r a t i v e  Counci l s  
o f  them all. Th e  ini t i a t ive  for the ir  fo rmat ion  c a m e  from him 
a n d  all of the  Offices, except  for a t ime  t h a t  of  the  I n t e r n a ­
t ional  P o l a r  Ins t i tu te ,  w e re  se t  up  wi th in  the O I B — UB 
h e a d q u a r t e rs .  The  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l a r  Ins t i tu te ,  d irected by- 
G e o r g e s  Lecointe of the  Royal Be lg ian  O bs erva to ry ,  w a s  
in i t i a l ly  located a t  the  O b s e rv a to ry  a t  Uccle,  t h o u g h  la te r  its 
co l lec t ions  w e re  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the Ó I B  in Br us se l s . 77

The  p r o g r a m s  of the v a r io u s  offices were  s imi l a r .  «The 
t i m e  h a s  come»,  it w a s  a n n o u n c e d  in the  do c u m e n t  s e t t i ng  
o u t  the  a im s  a n d  object ives  of  the In te rn a t i o n a l  Documentary- 
Office  of Fisheries,

to  g ro u p  in a c en tra l o rg a n isa tio n  every docu m en tary  m a tte r  co n cern ­
in g  fish e ries so  th a t each  in s titu te  concerned w ith  th e  sub ject in 
v a rio u s  co u n tries  can  o b ta in  in fo rm atio n  acco rd in g  to  i ts  requ irem en ts  
a n d  a lso  ev ery  in d iv id u a l, gov ern m en t, a r tis a n  o r  p ro fessional. The 
ob ject is to  c o n cen tra te  th e  w ork  of each  for th e  g en era l benefit . . .  
T he ob ject o f th e  C e n tra l D o cu m en tary  O ffice is  no t o n ly  to  collect 
e v e ry  n ecessa ry  b it of in fo rm a tio n  bu t a lso  to  c la ss ify  it a n d  to  keep 
it o p en ly  a t  th e  d isp o sa l o f every  m em ber o f th is  O ffice, irrespec tive  
of n a tio n a lity ; to  s tu d y  docu m en tary  evidence and  ev en tu a lly  to  pub­
lish  re su lts  ó f th is  and  to  tak e  a ll th e  n ecessa ry  step s to  develop . . .  
u n iv ersa l d o cu m en tary  in fo rm a tio n  in m a tte rs  of fish ing .

Ea c h  of the In s t i t u t e s  or  D o c u m e n t a r y  Offices w e re  to 
e s t a b l i s h  a un i ve rs a l  b ib l iographic  r ep e r to ry  in the  a r ea  of 
the i r  in te res t s ,  a s s e m b le  a l i b r a ry  of r e l evan t  pub l ic a t ion s  and  
a  col lect ion of  i l l u s t r a t iv e  m a te r ia l  (« p h o to g ra p h s ,  d r a w i n g s  
and  p r in t s » ) .  F ina l ly ,  they were  to compi le  a reper to ry  of 
d o c u m e n t a r y  ev idence  der ived  f rom th e  o th e r  reper tor ies  and  
col lect ions.  Thi s  w a s  to  be a c rucia l  fea ture  of th e  Office’s 
work.

D o cu m en tary  ev idence w ill be  c lass ified  on  se p a ra te  fly -sheets, then 
docked and  shelved. It w ill co n ta in  e x tra c ts  of l ite ra ry  w orks, s e p a ra te  
a rtic les, c u ttin g s  from  n ew sp ap ers , p a r liam e n ta ry  docum ents, re ­
po rts , p ro sp ec tu ses o f in d u s tr ia l e s tab lish m en ts  a n d  d iverse  m an u scrip ts  
w hich  cou ld  n o t be  included in  th e  lib ra ry , a lso  m em o ran d a  furnished 
by  th e  O ffice, rep lies  to  en q u iries  a n d  references to  ap p lica tio n s .73

P r o p o s i n g  the  c rea t ion  of  a n  ins t i tu te  to dea l  wi th  the 
d o c u m e n ta t i o n  of the  po la r  reg ions ,  Ot le t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  its
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wo rk  shou ld  be a n a l a g o u s  to t h a t  u n d e r t a k e n  by the I n t e r ­
na t i o n a l  Asso c ia t ion  of Academi es  for  deve lo pi ng  th e  E n c y c lo ­
p a ed ia  o f  I s la m P  The  p roble m w a s  no t  so  m u c h  a quest ion^ 
he bel ieved,  of a new  k ind  of specia l  work ,  b u t  of  g iv i n g  a 
« me tho dic a l  form» to  work  t h a t  should  h a v e  to be  u n d e r t a k e n  
a n y w a y .  Th e  asso c ia t ion  devoted to th e  s t u d y  of the P o l a r  
reg ions ,  a n d  by ex tens io n  to  a n y  a r e a  of  sc ient i f ic work,  
«could not .  in ;in ob jec t ive  m a n n e r  c o n f o r m i n g  to the  r equ i r e ­
m e n t s  of  science,  es tab l i s h  a methodica l  p la n  of explo ra t io n ,  
nor fo rm ul a t e  a de ta i led  scient i f ic  p r o g r a m ,  nor  publ ish 
in an  up- t o-da te  form the  resu l t s  ob ta ine d ,  if it did not 
proceed  to a pr e l im in a ry  a n a l y s i s  a nd  in d e x in g  of ex i s t i n g  
do cu men ts» .80 In all of thi s  O t l e t  w a s  in fact  m a k i n g  the  leap  
f rom b i b l io g ra ph y  th r o u g h  do cu m en ta t i o n  to  the  no t ion of  
encyc lopedia  a d u m b r a t e d  by a n d  pa r t i a l ly  explored  in his 
e ar ly  p a p e r  U n p e u  de  b ib liograph ie .

Re po r t s  on  several  of  t he se  «sec t ions» ,  o r  «af fi l iated in ­
s t i t u t e s»  w e re  m a d e  to  the I n te r n a t io n a l  C onfe re n c e  on  Bibl io­
g r a p h y  a n d  Docum en ta t i on  ca l led by the  I IB in 1908.81 A total  
for all the  in s t i tu te s  of s l ig h t ly  over  210,000 i tems  w a s  index­
ed in the per iod  to 1912. M uch of the  w o rk  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  
re t rospec t ive ,  in de x in g  a n d  e x c e rp t in g  b e g i n n i n g  for ce r t a in  
j o u r n a l s  a n d  t r ea t i s e s  in t h e  1860's. As  a resu l t ,  by 1912 th e  
la tes t  in d e x in g s  w e re  for the  per iod 1908 or  1909, in m a n y  
cas e s  earl ie r .  These  d a te s  s u g g e s t  e i ther  a  g r a d u a l  s lo w in g  
do w n  of work  by 1912, o r  the  inab i l i ty  of the  In s t i tu tes  to 
keep up- to-date,  g iven  the v o lu m e  of the  w o rk  to be done 
b ecau se  of the  re t rospec t ive  d a t e s  a t  whi ch  it h a d  ini t ial ly 
begu n. 82 I t  w a s  nece ss a r i ly  s low a s  it involved exce rp t in g  
which w a s  done  p a in s ta k in g ly  by h a n d  as  there  w a s  no 
m e c h a n i c a l  co p y in g  a p p a r a t u s .

Ot le t  a t t em p ted  lo develop a se rv ice  for technical  infor ­
m a t io n  in the  O IB .  This  led h im to  fo rm ula te  h i s  ideas  on  the 
need  for  n e w  k i nds  of  in format ion  serv ices  m o r e  c l ear ly  th a n  
before.  Technica l  in format ion ,  he  observed ,  w a s  a v a i l a b le  in 
a g re a t  m a n y  forms:  in g r ea t  encyc lopedic  t r ea t i s es ,  in s e p a ­
r a t e  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  m o n o g r a p h s ,  in per iod ica ls ,  a n n u a ls ,  for­
m u la r ie s  and  tables,  col lec t ions of p a t e n t  spec if ica t ions,  official 
publ i ca t io ns  a n d  in p ictor ial  form.  A «p r i m o rd ia l  need»  w a s  
now be in g  felt, he bel ieved,  for « a n n o ta te d ,  precise,  rap id,  easy,  
up- to-date ,  in t eg ra t ed  a n d  speci fic  d o c u m ent a t io n» .  This  
had  been t rue  for a long  t ime,  b u t  w a s  n o w  t r u e r  th a n  ever  
before  as  fa r  as  me n of ac t ion were  concerned.

E v ery th in g  is  d iscussed , e v e ry th in g  is  exam ined  an ew . P ro g re ss , re ­
form s, im provem en ts b u rg eo n  from  th e  c o n ta c t o f m en a n d  th in g s , it 
is  n ecessa ry  to  s ta b ilise  them , co n tro l them , a d ju s t  them . F o r th is  it is 
necessa ry  to  hav e  in fo rm atio n , im m ense q u a n titie s  of in fo rm a tio n . T h is 
ex is ts  a lre ad y  co llected  in in n u m erab le  p u b lic  d o cum en ts. B u t it is 
necessa ry  to  o ffe r it in  re la tio n  to  dem and . F o r  th is  new  o rg a n s  a re  
necessary .
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T h e  O I B  pr op os ed  to fill th is  need in t h e  f ields of t echnica l  
a n d  ind us t r ia l  in fo rmat ion .  I t s  se rv ice  of t echnical  d o c u m e n t ­
a t i o n  woul d  be ba se d ,  it w a s  a n n o u n c e d ,  on  a b ib l iographic  
repe r tory ,  a un ion  c a t a l o g u e  of t echnica l  w o r k s  in Be lg ian  
l ib ra r ies ,  a r e p e r t o ry  of p a te n t s ,  a p e r m a n e n t  spec ia l  Be lg ian  
r e p e r to ry  in re la t ion  to in d u s t r y  a n d  product ion ,  a collect ion 
of  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  o th er  i l lus t ra t ive  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  the  publ i ­
c a t i o n  of a d o c u m e n t a r y  periodica l .83

The  im p e tu s  for this se rv ice  der ived f rom the  conc lus ions  
of  the W o r ld  C o n g r e s s  on Economic  E x p a n s io n  a t  Mons.  
T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  new  a b o u t  it in t h a t  w h a t  w a s  proposed
w a s  a l r e a d y  fully p a r t  of the  O I B ’s ge ne ra l  p r o g ram .
A. Louis  V e rm a n d c l ,  who w a s  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i th  the  OIB  
a l r e a d y  in the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  the In d e x  d e  la p re sse  techn ique  
o r  B ib liograp liia  T echn ica  a n d  w h o  had  devised  the pa tent  
c la ss i f i ca t io n  used by  the  O IB ,  ag reed  to d irec t the  new service 
for technical  in format ion .  In a c o n t e m p o r a r y  ske tch  of the 
O I B ' s  loca t ions  a Se rv ice  for Technical  D oc u m en ta t i o n  is 
s h o w n  a s  set  up a d ja c e n t  to th e  Collec t ive  Lib rary .84 The  s e r ­
vice did not  p ro spe r  a n d  an  «app ea l  to en g in ee rs ,  ind us t r ia l  
people  a n d  technic ians»  w a s  i s s ued  in 1911 c a l l in g  for in c re a s­
ed suppor t .  O n  the  model of  the o ther  a ux i l i a ry  ins t i tu tes
w i th in  the  O I B — IIB,  it w a s  n o w  ca l led  the  In te rn a t i o n a l
Office of Technica l  D ocu m en ta t i o n .85

In 1904 Ot le t  h a d  been invi ted  by the I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n ­
g r e s s  of  the  P r e s s  to explore  t h e  idea of  a n  In te rn a t io na l  
N e w s p a p e r  M u s e u m  in o rde r  to see  if the OIB  m i g h t  help in 
i ts  p romot ion .  In 1907, he b e g a n  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  to in ve s t ig a te  
w ay s  of se t t in g  up such  a m u se u m .  He  w a s  then Vice -P re s i ­
den t  of  the Be lg ian  Per iod ica l  P r e s s  Assoc ia t ion  ( i ts  P r e s i ­
de nt  in 1908).  La te  in 1907 he met  wi th  rep re se n t a t iv es  of 
the  N e w s p a p e r  Col lec tors  G ro u p  (Cercle des Col lec t ionneurs  
d es  J o u r n a u x )  a n d  of o th e r  in te res ted  societ ies.  A te n t a t iv e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  s t a t u t e s  w e re  d r a w n  up  for the  new  M us eum :

P ro g ram : to  o g ra n is e  a t B ru ssels u n d e r th e  p a tro n a g e  o i th e  B el­
g ian  g o v ern m en t and  th e  C ity  o f B ru sse ls  in connection  w ith  th e  co l­
lec tio n s of the IIB  a n d  p a ra lle lin g  those  of th e  M useum  of th e  Book 
(M usée d u  L ivre ) a n  In te rn a tio n a l N ew sp ap er M useum  ded icated  to 
th e  docu m en ta tio n  of n ew sp ap ers  in  all form s, and to th e  s tu d y  and 
d iffusion  of m a tte rs  connected  there to ;
T o e s tab lish  w ith  the help of p a rticu la r  co llecto rs a collection  of spec i­
m ens and  a U niversal B ib liog raph ic  R ep erto ry  of th e  P re ss  (n ew sp a ­
pers, period icals, b u lle tin s , period ica ls o f soc ieties);
To form  a  lib ra ry  of w orks re la ted  to  the P ress .

T he  s t a t u t e s  provided  for the  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of the ne w M u ­
s e u m  by  a C o m m it te e  of ten mem bers .

. . .  the in te rio r o rg a n isa tio n  of the M useum  is  a tta ch e d  to  the o rg a n is a ­
tion  of th e  IIB . I ts  co llections, th o u g h  au tonom ous, a re  destin ed  to 
rem ain  jo in ed  to  th e  o th e r co llections g ro u p ed  a t  th e  In s titu te . In  case
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of th e  A sso c ia tio n  for th e  M useum  b e in g  d issolved a n d  a s im ila r 
a sso c ia tio n  n o t be ing  c o n stitu ted , th e  co llections w ill g o  to  th e  IIB  
o r. in d e fau lt, to  th e  B e lg ian  s ta te  w ith  th e  o b lig a tio n  th a t they be 
m ain ta in ed .88

The  M u s e u m  w a s  duly c r ea t ed  a n d  becam e  so  b u s y  with 
m a t e r i a l  for  incorpor a t ion  into i ts  co llect ions t h a t  Ot le t  w r o te  
to its P re s id e n t  t h a t  «our  pe rsonnel  c a n n o t  devote  al l  the 
t ime  des i rab le  to i n te g ra t e  the  spec ime ns  into the  col lec t ions  
wh ich  g r o w  m o re  a n d  more».  H e  hoped t h a t  the M u s e u m ’s 
Counci l  m i g h t  « ju d g e  it op po r t u n e  to c r ea te  a pos t  of A s s i s t a n t  
Keeper  of th e  N e w s p a p e r  M u se u m » .  The  M u s e u m  cont in ue d  
to be ex t reme ly  act ive  unti l  the  W a r  a n d  so m e  a t t e m p t  w a s  
m a d e  to c o nt in ue  it a f te r  the w a r .  I ts  i m m ense  col lect ion of 
sp ec im ens ,  s t i l l  l a rge ly  in ta c t  a t  the  M u n d a n e u m ,  h a v e  in 
recent  ye a r s  been heavily used  by sc h o la r s  in te re s t ed  in t h e  
b ib l io gr aphy  of  per iod ica l s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  of the  period.87

IN T ER N A TIO N A L C O N G R E SS O F  B IB LIO G R A PH Y  
AN I) D O CU M EN TA TIO N , 1908

There  ha d  been no  official  conference ,  no  g e n e r a l  s h a r e ­
h o ld e r s ’ m e e t i n g  so to speak,  of  the  I IB  s ince  1900, desp i te  all 
the  act iv i ty  t h a t  h ad  taken  p lace  in i ts a f fa i r s  s ince  then.  A c ­
c e d i n g  to r eques t s  from fore ign  m em be r s ,  O t le t  a g r e e d  to  call 
a m e e t i n g  in 1908. I le  exp re ssed  s o m e  r e lu c ta nce  to do this.  
Th e  next  in te rn a t io na l  expos i t ion  in Be lg i um  af ter  th a t  of Liège 
in 1905 w a s  to be held in B ru s se l s  in 1910. It w a s  p la nn ed  
to hold a conference  then.  This  conference  wou ld  t h u s  c o m e  
exac t ly  ten ye a r s  a f te r  the  h igh ly  success fu l  P a r i s  C on fe re n c e  
of 1900, t en’ yea rs  full af  ach ievement .  The  goa l  of the  1910 
Conference ,  i f  w a s  hoped,  would  be  the conc lus ion  of a docu ­
m e n t a r y  un ion  of  g o v e r n m e n ts ,  the  a s s u r a n c e  « to ou r  work»,  
w r o t e  Ó t let to B a r o n  D e s c a m p s  a s k i n g  h im to pr e s id e  a t  the 
1908 conference ,  «of the official consecra t i on  of s la t es» .88 He 
recognised ,  however ,  th a t  a p r e l i m in a r y  m e e t i n g  m ig h t  be u se ­
ful in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f irm bas i s  up o n  which to reach  up  to­
w a r d s  official  recogni t ion  an d  s ta tu s .  The  Con fe re nc e  wa s ,  
therefore,  ca l led not  on ly  to d i scuss  the  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of  b ibl io­
gra phi ca l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  w hic h  w a s  a g e n e r a l  a im  of all the IIB 
Conferences ,  but

its  im m edia te  aim  w a s  to  in v es tig a te  th e  m ean s o i c re a tin g  an  In te r ­
n a tiona! D ocum en tation  O rg a n isa tio n  and  th u s lay  tile  fou n d a tio n s 
oi a p e rm an en t In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  a n d  of a n  In te rn a tio n a l U n io n  
betw een Ute d ifferen t s ta te s .85

A n u m b e r  of d o c u m e n ts  w e re  p r e p a r e d  a t  th e  In s t i t u te  for 
t h e  conference .  A draf t  of p roposed  s t a t u t e s  for t h e  new  union,  
n a tu ra l l y ,  w a s  a m o n g  them.  An o th er  i m p o r t a n t  do cu me nt  w a s  
a «Repor t  on the IIB and  the Sy s t e m a t i c  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Do­
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cum en ta t i o n » .90 Th is  a n d  a fu r th e r  repor t  by  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ­
ta ine  on the « P r e s e n t  S t a l e  of  Bib l io g raph ica l  Q ues t io n s  a nd  the 
S y s t e m a t i c  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of D oc um e n ta t i o n »  which Ot le t  read  
a t  the conference  were  ex t remely  im p o r t a n t  in pr o v id in g  a 
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  for  al l  t h a t  h ad  been h a p p e n i n g  wi th in  the Of­
fice a n d  the  Ins t i tu te .  Th e  p r e l im in a r y  «R ep or t  on  t h e  I IB» is 
p ar t i cu la r l y  in te re s t in g  b ecau se  i t  defined «document» ,  
« d ocum ent a t i on »  a n d  « d o c u m e n ta ry  method » quite explici t ly.  
O v e r  the  y e a r s  th e se  w o r d s  ha d  ta ke n  o n  ad de d ,  even new,  
m e a n i n g  a s  used  by  Otlet .  A  do cu me nt  w a s  to  be cons id ered  a s  
a n y t h i n g  «which  exp re ssed  or  r ep re se n te d  by m e a n s  of a n y  
g ra p h ic  s i g n s  w h a te v e r  (wr i t ing ,  picture,  schema,  nu m b er s ,  
sy m bo ls )  a n  object ,  fact ,  idea or  impress ion .  P r in t e d  tex ts  
(books,  per iod ica ls ,  n e w s p a p e r s )  a r e  the m o s t  n u m e r o u s  c a t e ­
g o ry  to -day».  The  d o c u m e n ta r y  me thod  w a s  a m e a n s  of b r i n g ­
in g  d o c u m e n t s  to g e th e r  in such a w a y  t h a t  they  could eas i ly  
yield up  the in fo rma t ion  they  cont a in e d  a n d  m u s t  be r e g a r d e d  
a s  a nec e s sa ry  com pl em ent  of o th e r  m e th o d s  of  inves t ig a t i on  
s u c h  a s  o b se rv a t i on  or  exp er im en ta t io n .  By « D o c u m e n ta t i o n »  
w a s  m e a n t  « the  b r i n g i n g  to ge the r  a n d  co-ord ina t io n  of i solated 
d oc um en ts  in such  a w a y  as  to c rea te  in te g ra t ed  wholes» .  
The  «Repo r t»  d i s t i ngui sh ed  be tw een  va r ious  k inds  of d o c u ­
m e n ts  a n d  v a r io u s  forms  of d ocum en ta t io n .  T h e  la t te r  involved 
b ib l io gr aphy  («l is t  or  invent o ry  of ex is t in g  p u b l ic a t io ns ») ,  
l i b r a r i an sh ip ,  i c on og rap hy  («collec t ions  of p r in t s ,  d e s ig n s ,  
p h o to gr aph s . . . » ) ,  d o c u m e n ta r y  doss ie rs  a n d  d o c u m e n ta r y  publ i ­
ca t ion s .  Th e  s y s te m a t i c  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of d oc um ent a t io n ,  involv­
in g  the  deve lopm en t  of  the R B U )  a n d  to their  a n a l y s i s  a nd  
ry of « i n t e g ra te d  in format ion».  Any in te rna t i ona l  o rg a n is a t i o n  
for do cu m en ta t i o n  t h a t  w a s  to be set  up w ou ld  need to be  
un ive rsa l  in i ts  app ro ac h  to the  l i s t ing  of d o c u m e n ts  ( invo lv­
in g  the  deve lo pm en t  of  the R BU ) and  lo thei r  an a ly s i s  and  
s u m m a r i s i n g  ( i nvo lv i ng  the Encyclopedic  Reper tory  _ of Doss i ­
e r s ) .  I t  w o u ld  need,  also,  to  cover  al l  c o u n t r ie s  «in a v a s t  n e t ­
w o rk  of do cu m en ta t i o n  se rv ices ,  es t ab l i s he d  in all th e  g r e a t  
c en t e rs  by  a u to n o m o u s  groups. . .  ad h e r in g  to a co m m o n  p lan  
a n d  r ea l i s in g  it a cco rd in g  to co m m o n  methods » .91 A grea t ,  
powerfu l ,  in te rn a t io na l  cen ter  would need to be a t  the head  of 
t h e  n e t w o r k  a s  the  so u rc e  of i ts  vi ta l i ty ,  a n  ins t i tu te  which 
w oul d  be  «a n  e m a n a t i o n  a n d  re p re se n ta t i o n  of the a u tonom ous  
gr ou ps» .  The  ins t i t u te  would  o r g a n i s e  a n d  co-o rd ina te  the 
o u t ly in g  cen ters .  In c o n su l ta t io n  with them it w oul d  decide 
upon  p r o g r a m s  for them,  w ou ld  pro tec t  a n d  develop accept ­
ed m e tho ds ,  a n d  above  all ,  would  m a i n t a i n  c en t r a l ly  p r o t o t y p e  
reper tor ies .  This  w a s  to  be the  rôle, the  future,  of the  I n te r n a ­
t iona l In s t i tu te  of Bib l iography .

With this a nd  a n u m b e r  of o th e r  d ocum ent s  before  them,  
de le g a t e s  f rom v a r io u s  count r i e s  a s sem bled  in B russ e l s  in J u l y
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1908 a n d  g o t  down to work.  The  d o c u m e n t a r y  un ion  w a s  the 
la s t  i tem on the  a g e n d a ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  a s  it se em ed  to do, the 
res t  of  the  p r o g r a m .  A g r e a t  deal  of  t e r r i to ry  w a s  covered 
before  it w a s  rea che d  as  v a r io u s  de le g a te s  repor ted  on  pr o ­
je c t s  of  im m edi a te  i n te re s t  to  them or  on  b ib l io graphic a l  con ­
d i t ions  in the i r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  on th e  s t a t e  of  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a s ­
soc ia ted  wi th  t h e  I IB (such  a s  the  spec i a l i se d  In s t i t u t e s ) .  
J a m e s  Duff  B r o w n 92 f rom E n g l a n d  w a s  c a u g h t  o u t  by  a reques t  
for a n  acco un t  of the  w o rk  of  E n g l i s h  publ ic  l ib ra r ie s  and ,  
r e f u s i n g  to m a k e  a n  i m p r o m p t u  a d d r e s s  o n  the  subjec t ,  m a d e  
s o m e  g e n e r a l l y  a f f i rma t iv e  no ises  a b o u t  the  p r o g r a m  to be 
p r e p a r e d  for the  1910 conference  a n d  s om e  doubtful  o n e s  about  
the poss ib i l i ty  of in te rn a t io n a l  b ib l io graphica l  s t a n d a r d i s a ­
t ion .93

One im p o r ta n t  d i scuss ion  cen te red  on a d m in is t r a t iv e  docu ­
m en ta t i o n ,  a subject  of lon g  s t a n d i n g  in te re s t  for  Otle t ,  a nd  
he pr epa red  a g e n e r a l  p a p e r  for the  conference  on  « D o c u m e n t a ­
t ion in A dm in is t r a t i o n » .94 H e  ra i se d  the prob lem of a d m i n i s t ­
ra t iv e  do cu m e n ta t i o n  at  the  conference,  he sa id,  n o t  be c a u se  it 
w a s  th e  proper  m o m e n t  to d i scuss  it in a n y  detai l ,  b u t  b ecau se  
it w a s  the  f irs t  t ime  t h a t  it h ad  been r a i sed  in a conf erence  of 
b ib l io g ra ph y  a n d  he ho pe d  t h a t  in f u tu re  i t  w o u ld  become an  
in tegra l  p a r t  of  IIB conference  p r o g r a m s .  H e  noted  the 
tenden cy  for g r ea t ly  inc re ase d  use  of  d o c u m e n t s  in a d m i n i s t ­
ra t ion  a n d  the  prov is ion  by g o v e r n m e n t  off ices of m o re  a nd  
m o re  in format ion .  H e  believed t h a t  the  I I B ’s  m e th o d s  w e re  ex­
t r emely  a p p r o p r i a t e  for the contro l  and  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of these  
do cume nts ,  espec ia l ly  the  w o rk  it ha d  done  on  «dossie rs» .  N o w a ­
days,  he observed ,  i n c re as in g  use  w a s  b e i n g  m a d e  of sc ien­
tific in fo rm at io n  in gov e rn m en t .  Th e  m e th o d s  of  the  I IB per ­
mi t ted the deve lopm en t  of  i n t e g r a te d  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  services  
for  a d m in is t r a t i v e  pu rpo se s  a n d  he dec l a r ed  t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t ive  do cu m en ta t i o n  w a s  as  im p o r t a n t  a field of  s t u d y  as  sc ien­
tific a n d  technica l  d ocum ent a t io n ,  t h e  re q u i r e m e n ts  of which  
ha d  received mos t  a t te n t io n  to th a t  time.

In S e p te m b e r  1906, the IIB h ad  exhibi ted a t  a n  A d m i n i s t ­
r a t ive  Expos i t ion ,  th e  Te n to o n s t e l l in g  op  ge m een te l i j k  Adini-  
n i s t r a tief Gebied in A m s te rd a m .  H e re  the problem of c lass i fy­
ing  and  a r r a n g i n g  the  a d m in is t r a t iv e  d o c u m e n ts  a nd  a r ch ives  
of local g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w a s  em phas i se d .  In 
Z a a n d a m ,  in Ho l la nd ,  s ys te m a t ic  a t t e m p t s  w e re  b e i n g  m a d e  to 
use  the  l I B ' s  m ethod s  in c o m m u n a l  a d m in is t r a t i o n .  T w o  r e p ­
r e sen ta t ive s  to the Confe rence  from Z a a n d a m ,  th e  m a y o r  a nd  
the town clerk,  described w h a t  w a s  b e i n g  done.  An assoc ia t io n  
h a d  been  formed in H o l l a n d  to cons ide r  the  prob lems  of a d ­
m in is t r a t iv e  d ocum ent a t io n ,  the  N e d e r la n d s c h e  V e re e n ig in g  v a n  
G em een te  B e la ngen ,  a nd  there  w a s  s om e  hope  t h a t  an  I n t e r ­
n a t i ona l  Office of A d m in is t r a t i v e  D oc u m en ta t i o n  m ig h t  be formed
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a t  the  I IB  to  com ple me nt  the o ther  Offices and  In s t i tu te s  added  
to  i ts  s t r uc tu re . 95

The  m a j o r  work  of the conference  w a s  in t r oduced  by O t ­
let  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s « P r e s e n t  S t a t e  of Bib l iographica l  Q u e s ­
t ions  a n d  the  S y s t e m a t i c  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Docume nta t ion» .  It 
deve loped  m or e  g e n e ra l ly  m a n y  of th e  p o in ts  m a d e  in the  I I B ’s 
«Repor t. . .» a nd  it p rovided  a full,  g e n e r a l i s e d  ex p la n a t i o n  of 
w h a t  Ot le t  and  La  F o n ta in e  h a d  been a t t e m p t i n g  to achieve 
a t  th e  O I B - I I B  in the la s t  few y ea r s . 90

H a v i n g  s u rv e y e d  the  pr e sen t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of b ib l i og raphy  
t h r o u g h o u t  the wor ld  a nd  con c lude d  t h a t  it con s is te d  of a 
m u l t i t u d e  of  unco- ord ina ted  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v i n g  lit t le o r  no 
s u s t a i n e d  re la t io ns h ip s  wi th  one  ano the r ,  O t l e t  obse rved  th a t  
one  could  see  in them,  neve r the less ,  « the p a r t s  of  a v a s t  whole»,  
th a t  the y  formed «the l iv ing  e le m ent s  of a g e n e r a l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ion which needed  only e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  sy s t em  in order  
to emerge»-  B ut  b ib l iographica l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  shou ld  n o t  be 
con s i de re d  in d epe nd en t ly  from the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  science.  
«The  m e d i u m  of the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  scient i f ic work  is the  book, 
abo ve  ali in its l a te s t  form,  the period ical».  So  h ighly deve lop­
ed had  sc ience  become,  Ot le t  observed ,  « the on ly  concept ion  
which c o r r e sponds  to rea li ty is to cons id er  all books,  all pe r iod­
ical a r t ic les,  all the official repor t s  as  vo lumes ,  chap ter s ,  
p a r a g r a p h s  in one g r e a t  book,  the  Universa l  Book,  a colossal  
encyc lopedia  f r a m e d  from all t h a t  h a s  been published. . .».  An 
index is ne c e ss a ry  for sueli a va s t  and  comp lex  work,  a n d  for 
th is  the R B U  m u st  se rve  a s  the prototype.  It is a l so  neces­
sary,  of  course ,  to have  the d o c u m e n ts  themselves .  Ot le t  then 
described the  t r e n d  in c o n t e m p o r a r y  l ib r a r ie s  t o w a r d s  u n i v e r ­
sa l i t y  of col lect ions .  A s  the ir  col lect ions ,  a n d  the  m et h o d s  of 
o r g a n i s i n g  them,  have  developed « l ib ra r i es  h a v e  become e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t s  of  the first  o r d e r  for scient i f ic  in ves t ig a t io n ,  the  c u l ­
t u r e  of  th e  people a n d  the  ins t r uc t io n  of adul t s».  Looking  into 
the future,  w e  will see them becomin g  « U niversitc ites L ittera -  
ru m , m o d e r n  un iv er s i t i e s  of the w r i t te n  w or d  e n c r o a c h i n g  d a i ­
ly on  th e  do m ai n  h i ther to  reserved  for th e  un ivers i t i es  of the 
spoke n  word. . .».  E vent ua l ly  will e m e r g e  the  t ru e  un iversal  
l ibrary.  This wil l  be « the A rc h iv iu m  of  h u m a n i t y ,  and  t h e ' R B U  
will  be  its t ru e  c a t a l o g  a f te r  h a v i n g  a p p e a re d  for so  lon g  
a s  the c a t a l o g  of a pure ly ideal un iversa l  l ibrary».

To these  e lements ,  ex i s t i n g  now a nd  full of p ro m is e  of 
thei r  future,  the  book ( the  Uni ver sa l  Book) ,  the Li b ra ry  ( the 
Un iv e rs a l  L ib r a r y ) ,  yet  a th ird e l em en t  m u s t  be added .  This 
w a s  qu i te  new:  the Sc ient i f ic a n d  Technica l  Office.  The  bus i ­
nes s  of  the  Office should  lie in format ion  a s  oppos ed  to docu ­
ments .  Th oug h Offices  of the  k ind  Ot le t  w a s  d e s c r ib in g  often 
had  l ib r a r ie s  a t ta ched ,  they fulfi l led th e i r  func t ions  by m e a n s  
of  the compi l a t ion  of doss iers .  G ra d u a l l y ,  sa id  Otlet ,  we  m ay
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expec t  them to  become m ore  wide ly  es tab l i she d ,  m o re  p rec ise  
in th e i r  func t ions ,  m or e  effect ive in the i r  in fo rm a t io n- pr ov id in g  
rôles.  G ra d u a l l y ,  the  idea of ‘c o n s u l t a t i o n ’ will be subs t i tu t ed  
for th a t  of re ad i ng .  The  reper to ry  will replace  the l ib rary,  and  
th e  dossier ,  un iq u e  for  each  quest ion,  formed f rom an a ly t i ca l  
e le m ent s  on s e p a r a t e  sheets  o r  c a rds ,  wil l  a p p e a r  c o n t a i n i n g  
by e x t r ac t  all t h a t  h a s  been  w r i t t e n  on  a su bj ec t  a n d  kept  up 
to date».

This  w a s  a n  im p o r t a n t  not ion for  Ot le t  and  h a d  two far-  
r e a c h i n g  consequences.  O n e  w a s  th a t  e v e nt ua l ly  w e  m ig h t  be 
ab le  to  su p p r e s s  the publ ica t ion  of v a r io u s  k i nds  of im p o r t a n t  
m a te r i a l  in l it t le ge ne ra l  d e m a n d  but  for  which ,  h i ther to ,  th er e  
h a d  been  no  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of access .  A few m a n u s c r i p t  
copies d i s pa tc he d  to cen t ra l  offices w ou ld  then  suffice.  M o r e ­
over .  the techniq ues  of the Office,  if ca r r ie d  ou t  as  described,  
w oul d  help lo e r a d i c a te  e r ro neou s ,  m is le ad i ng ,  out -of -da te ,  o r  
s im p ly  repe t i t ive  m a te r i a l .

Th e  second conseq uen ce  of the no t i on  of Sc ient i f ic  and- 
Technica l  Offices  Ot le t  explored  in s o m e  detai l .  O n e  w o u ld  ex­
pect  tha t  a s  Offices be cam e  more  widely es ta b l i s hed  the ac tual  
fo rm s  of pub l ica t ion  would  be g in  to  a d a p t  to the i r  needs.  
J o u r n a l s  a nd  books would a p p e a r  on c a rds ,  o r  on d e ta c h a b le  
sh e e ts  as  « au to n o m o u s  e lemen ts»  to a l l ow  easy  in te rpo la t ion  in 
a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  dossier .  O t l e t  h ad  ac tu a l l y  explored  th is  idea,  
a deve l opme nt  f rom h is  v iew  of w h a t  b ib l io gr aphi ca l  pu bl ic a ­
t ions  shou ld  be like, as  ea r ly  as  1901 w hen he had described 
w h a t  he ca l led «revues  à découper»,117 a n d  in 1906 a card  e d i ­
t ion of the  pe r iod ica l s '  index sect ion of the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  d e  
B e lg iq u e  w a s  issued.  In 1907 the  B e lg i a n  Soc iologica l  Soc ie ty 
ex p e r im en te d  wi th  th i s  new  form of publ ica t ion  Ot le t  w a s  a d ­
v o c a t i n g  in its j ou rn a l  which w a s  ed i ted  by Cyr i l le  Va n  O v e r ­
bergh .  V a n  O v e r b e r g h  w a s  w o r k i n g  c lose ly wi th  O t l e t  on t h e  
Mont  des  Ar ts  p ro jec t  and  on a s t ud y  of in te r na t io na l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ions which  w a s  publ i shed  as  a m o n o g r a p h  in the ne w form 
by the  Be lg ian  Sociologica l  Soc ie ty  a n d  the  IIB.

Ot l e t  w a s  carefu l  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  l ib r a ry  a n d  th e  
office shou ld  not  be th o u g h t  to be an tagonis t ic , ,  t h a t  there  w a s  
no ques t ion  th a t  e v en tu a l ly  one  w oul d  s u p p l a n t  t h e  o ther .  Both 
were  to be nec e ss a ry  in the future.  They would  form se p a r a t e  
d e p a r t m e n t s  of  a  s i n g l e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  « O n e  c a n  s u m m a r i s e  such  
a concept ion  by say i ng:  ‘the book of  the fu ture is the Office' .  
C e r t a in ly  the  Off ice is very much the form which  the  E ncyc lo­
pedia should  take  in this  d a w n  of ou r  twent ie th  cen tury ,  in 
o r d e r  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  inhe r i t  t h e  l e a r n e d  c e n t u r i e s  p r e c e d i n g  it.» 
N o w a d a y s ,  Ot le t  observed,  encyc lope dias  tended  to be w o r k s  of 
po p u la r i sa t i o n  a n d  not  of sy n th e s i s  of the w hol e  of intel lectual  
p roduct i on  as  they h ad  been  in the  past .  The  Office wou ld
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m a k e  poss ib le  this t rue  form o i  encyc lopedia  in an  ap p ro p r ia t e  
m o d e r n  vers ion.

In th e  e m e r g e n c e  of  th e  per fec ted  d o c u m e n t a r y  o r g a n i s a ­
t io n s  e n v i s a g e d  by Otle t ,  especia l ly  th e  office, the in te rn a t io na l  
a s so c ia t io ns  wou ld  inev i tab ly  be  requi red  to p lay  a n  eve r  in­
c r e a s in g ly  im p o r ta n t  rôle. These ,  d e a l in g  wi th  scient if ic,  eco­
nomi c  a n d  soc ia l  ques t ions  of  the  g r e a t e s t  im p o r t a n c e  shou ld  
there fore  be enc o u ra g e d ,  he bel ieved,  to  es tab l i s h  p e r m a n e n t  
s e c r e t a r i a t s  which  w o u ld  h a v e  a  doub le  func t ion;  a d m i n i s t r a ­
tion a nd  docume nta t io n .  I n t e rn a t i o n a l i s m  h a d  to be recognised  
a s  a fact  of  life in the  twent ie th  ce n t u ry  a n d  could  be  seen 
e m e r g i n g  in al l  so r t s  of ways .  The  p heno m eno n  of in te rna t iona l  
assoc i a t i on ,  in Ot le t ' s  view, expressed  the  in c reas in g  sol i ­
dar i ty  of peoples.

These a sso c ia tio n s  have a s  th e ir ob jec t all a re a s  o f ac tiv ity  and  
th o u g h t th e  n a tu ra l sciences, th e  social sc iences, co lo n isa tio n , law, 
a r t.  w ork , tran sp o rt, in d u s try  and  com m erce, etc. . . .
By m u tu a l know ledge  of th e ir e ffo rts  and  by  c loser co -o p era tio n  these 
a sso c ia tio n s  m ake  m en m ore a n d  m ore a w are  o f w h a t th e ir ideas 
m ean  and  of th e  g ro w in g  in te rn a tio n a lisa tio n  of th e ir in te res ts . In this 
w ay  they  g ive  a new  o rien ta tio n  lo  th e  life o f th e  people. They show  
th a t  d esp ite  f ro n tie rs  and  d esp ite  p re jud ice , th e  com m on needs of men 
a re  s t ro n g e r  th a n  even  th e ir com petition , a n d  th a t  co n flic t betw een 
people  w ill g ra d u a lly  be rep laced  by co llab o ra tio n .
Now. in o rd e r  to  achieve these  g en era l a n d  ap p ro p ria te  en d s p ra c ti­
cally , every  asso c ia tio n  m u st e stab lish  a p re p o n d eran t p lace  for 
th e  docum ent.
U nity , to  m ake uniform  —  th is  is, in rea lity , one  of th e  p rincipal aim s 
of th ese  o rg a n isa tio n s ; now , th is  su p p o ses com m on p ractices and  this 
p resu p p o ses com m on ideas. T h e  ac tio n  o f  in fo rm atio n  a n d  of th e  d if­
fusion  of id eas and  facts, only b e in g  ab le  to  m ate ria lise  across 
d is tan ce  th ro u g h  w ritin g , one  is  n a tu ra lly  led to  th e  view  of the 
docum ent as the very in s tru m en t of in te rn a tio n a lisa tio n . T hus, the 
o rg a n isa tio n  o f ev e ry th in g  c o n ce rn in g  th e  docum ent ap p ears  lo  be 
one  of the m ost im p o rtan t fu n c tio n s of the in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s 
which have been c rea ted .

T h is  p a s s a g e  e x p re s se s  qu i t e  c le a r l y  th e  t h i n k i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  
O t l e t ’s  in c r e a s i n g  preoccupat ion  with i n t e rn a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  the 
in te rn a t io na l  assoc ia t ions ,  a nd  in it l ies the seeds  of his future 
p a s s i o n a t e  convic t ion  th a t  the wo r ld ' s  fu ture lay  in a wor ld 
society.

D u r in g  the  de b a te  at  the conference  itself he w a s  p e rh a p s  
m o re  expl ic i t  ab out  w h a t  form i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  for  
do cu m en ta t i o n  should  tak e  th a n  in «The  P r e s e n t  S t a t e  of  Bib­
l io graphica l  Quest ions. . .»  W ha t  he  s a w  as  necessary ,  it be cam e  
c lear ,  were  in fact two k inds  of o rg a n i s a t i o n .  The  f irst  w a s  an  
official un ion  which  could only be es ta b l i shed  by a d ip lomat ic  
conference :

W c believe th a t  g o v e rn m e n ts  have to  fu lfill w ith  respec t to  b ib lio ­
g rap h y , the c ircu la tio n  o f the book, th e  in te llec tu a l d iffusion  of its 
c o n te n ts , d u tie s  a n a lo g o u s  to  those  w hich it h a s  assum ed  in c rea tin g  
a union fo r the p ro tec tio n  of copyrigh t.08



The  union  w ou ld  involve  b ib l iography ,  in te rn a t io na l  exc hanges ,  
in te r n a t i o n a l  in te r - l ib ra ry  l e n d in g  a n d  the  con s t i tu t io n  of c en ­
t r a l  col lect ions.  Th e re  should  be, however ,  a n o th e r  unof ficial  
o rg a n i s a t i o n  p a r a l l e l i n g  the  first.  This  w ou ld  take  t h e  form of 
a p e r m a n e n t  In te rn a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of Bi b l io gr aphy  a nd  
Docu m en ta t i o n  w hose  func t ion w o u ld  be  to deve lop  Ihe k ind  of 
w o r k  the  p re se n t  conference  w a s  e n g a g e d  upon.  The  I IB,  if 
t h e s e  t w o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w e re  forma l ly  c rea ted ,  w o u ld  prepa re  
th e  con gres se s ,  a t t e m p t  to execute  i t s  dec is ions  a n d  prov id e  a 
se c r e t a r i a t  for the  Union .

S o m e  oppos i t ion  w a s  ex p re sse d  to the idea of inc lud in g  
i n te rn a t io na l  in t e r - l i b r a ry  le nd in g  a m o n g  the junc t ions  of  the 
Un io n ,  th i s  b e i n g  th o u g h t  m or e  ap p ro p r ia te ly  the  work  of l ib­
r a ry  conferences .  The  Dutch  de le ga t e s  f rom Z a a n d a m  w a n t e d  
to see  the func t ions of the I IB a n d  the U nio n  formal ly  ex te n d ­
ed to expl ici t ly e m b race  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  do cume nta t io n ,  a p ro ­
posal  which h ad  Ot le t ’s  supp or t .  Ot le t  h ad  been  em ph a t ic  th a t  
the proposed  p e r m a n e n t  In te rn a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  Bibl io­
g r a p h y  a n d  D ocu m en ta t i o n  should  be  com pos ed  of two gr o u p s  
of p a r t ic ip an t s ,  na t io na l  g r o u p s  a n d  in te rn a t io na l  g ro ups .  
The  F renc h  de lega te ,  C. M. Gar ie l ,  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  na t io na l  
c o m m iss io n s  were  un ab le  to p a r t ic ip a te  very  successfu l ly  in 
in te rn a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s e s  a nd  shou ld  not  be involved.  Ot le t  re ­
p ud ia t ed  thi s  s u g g e s t i o n  be l iev ing  t h a t  the  re p re se n ta t i o n  of 
na t io na l ,  in te rn a t i o n a l  a nd  specia l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w a s  possible  
and  the ir  pa r t i c ip a t io n  ac tu a l ly  ne c e s sa ry  for success .

Cyri l l e  V a n  O ve rbergh ,  Direc tor -Genera l  of  H i g h e r  E d u c a ­
tion in the Be lg ia n  M in is t r y  of  Sciences  a nd  Ar ts ,  rose to a s ­
sur e  the con fe rence  of t h e  s y m p a th e t i c  receipt  by the  Be lg ian  
go v e rn m en t  of  a n y  p ro posa ls  it m ig h t  make.  H e  w a s  ex t remely  
e loquent  abo ut  this,  obvious ly  concerned  a t  the he s i ta t io ns  and  
objec t ions  of so m e  of the con fe rence  m e m b e r s  to the  dr a f t  text 
of the do cu me nt  se t t i n g  up a do c u m e n ta ry  union of  g o v e r n ­
ments .  H e  put  it this way:

F irs t o f a ll there  Is the p rincip le  o f the un ion . E veryone  seem s agreed  
on  it. T h is ag reem en t s tem s from  nil th e  c o n v e rsa tio n s  w e  hav e  had  
w ith  th e  m em bers o f th e  conference. Now, it is n ecessa ry  to  be m ore 
precise  ab o u t som e ideas. I t  is  d esirab le  th a t in te rn a tio n a l exch an g es 
should  becom e m ore efficient a n d  m ore g en era l. W ho opposes th is?  No 
one. W ho opposes th e  fa c t th a t reg io n a l bu reau x  in  each  co u n try  
should  d ea l w ith  q u es tio n s  o f b ib lio g rap h y  a n d  d o cu m en ta tio n  and 
th a t re la tio n s  should  be  estab lish ed  in som e form  to  be ag reed  on? 
A g a in , no  one. O n a ll th ese  g en era l id eas  w e are  a g reed . Now. in my 
view  th is ag reem en t shou ld  be fo rm ula ted  In a g en era l fash ion . If 
you w isii it, in form  th e  B e lg ian  g o v ern m en t of y o u r re so lu tio n s  ask in g  
it to  su b m it them  to  o th er g o v e rn m en ts  in  such  a w ay  a s  to  su g g e s t 
to  them  a n d  m ake  them  a w are  th a t  they  should  assem ble , fo r exam ple 
in  1910, to  co n sid e r a n  ex trem ely  p recise  p ro g ram  a lo n g  these  g en era l 
lines.
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Th ese  s u g g e s t i o n s  we re  received wi t h  a p p la u s e  a nd  the Co ng re s s  
u n a n im o u s ly  ag re e d  on  the  text  of a reso lu t ion su b m i t te d  by 
the  I IB a n d  in t roduced  by  Otlet .  It ca l led for a p e r m a n e n t  
In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of B ib l io g ra ph y  and  Docum en ta t io n  to 
meet  for the  first  t ime in 1910. Th e  IIB w a s  ch a rg e d  wi th  its 
o rg a n is a t i o n .  Moreover ,  the Confe rence  reques ted  th a t  the draf t  
s t a t u t e s  for Ihe In te rn a t i o n a l  D o c u m e n t a r y  Union d r a w n  up by 
the I IB be su b m i t te d  to the B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  for t ra ns m i t t a l  
to o th e r  g o v e rn m e n ts .

T he  g o v e r n m e n t  a c te d  promptly .  Th i r ty  five coun t r ie s  were  
informed of the pro jec ted un ion  a n d  were  sen t  d r a f t s  of the  s t a ­
tu tes  proposed  for it. S lowly  the  repl ies tr ickled in to the  M in is ­
try of Fo re ig n  Affa ir s,  w e re  se n t  on  to the M in i s t r y  of Sciences 
a n d  A r ts  a n d  thence lo Otle t .  In E n g l a n d  the m a t t e r  w a s  re fe r­
red to the  Br i t i sh  M u seu m .  The  Directors in formed the Be lg ian  
d ip l oma t ic  officials in London « the  employees  of the ir  l ibra ry  
w oul d  not  be  ab le  to  take an  ac t ive p a r t  in the  w o rk  of tin- 
projec ted union» .  They  offered s y m p a t h y . "  F r a n c e ’ w a s  unable  
« a t  p r e s e n t  to e n v i s a g e  i ts  pa r t ic ipa t ion» .  C ub a  w a s  a l s o  unable  
to see  its w a y  c lear .  S w i t ze r l and ,  on the adv ice  of  i ts na t iona l  
l ib ra ry ,  decided b lu n t l y  not  to par t ic ipa te .  The  pro posa ls  
w e re  se r ious ly  received and  put  u n d e r  c lose  s tu dy  in Ho l la nd .  
P e r s i a  a g r e e d  to par t ic ip a te ;  D e n m a r k  w oul d  do all it could: 
Co s ta  Rica,  S a lv ado r ,  a n d  P a n a m a  a c know le dged  the receipt  of 
the B e lg i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ’s p r op osa l ;  A r g e n t i n a  ag reed  in p r i n ­
ciple.  In Amer ica ,  Ihe A m e r ic a n  L ib ra ry  As so c i a t io n ' s  council  
un a n im o u s l y  r e c om m ended  t h a t  it un i te  wi th  the  I IB in r eq u es­
t ing  the U. S. G o v e rn m e n t  to send  a d e le ga te  to the 1910 con fe r ­
ence.  The  tenor  of  the rep l ies  w a s  c lear  a n d  m u s t  have  been 
d i s a p p o in t i n g  for Otlet ,  La F on ta ine ,  and ,  of course ,  Cyr il l e 
V a n  O verbergh .  Neve r the less ,  p l a n s  w e n t  a h e a d  for the  1910 
conference  unchecked ,  t h ou gh  the  d ip loma t i c  co n g r e s s  to c rea te 
an  In te rn a t io na l  D o c u m e n ta r y  Union  receded into the  b a c k ­
g r o u n d  for the  t ime  being.
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C h a p t e r  V I I I  

T H E  U N I O N  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N S

T H E  C ENTRAL O F F IC E  O F IN TERN A TIO N A L 
IN S T IT U T IO N S

The  Wo r ld  C o n g r e s s  a t  M o n s  in 1905 h a d  resolved th a t  the  
w ork  it l iad b e g u n  shou ld  be con t in ued  by  s im i l a r  co n g re s s e s  in 
t h e  fu ture a n d  t h a t  a p e r m a n e n t  office of s om e  k ind should be  
set  up to o r g a n i s e  them.  Leopold II,  K in g  of  t h e  Be lg ians ,  ha d  
c losed the C o n g r e s s  thus:

W ithout po litica l am b ition , tin y  B elg ium  can  m ore  a n d  m ore  becom e 
the c ap ita l o f a n  im p o rta n t in te llec tu a l, a r tis tic , c iv ilis in g  and  eco n o ­
mic m ovem ent, can  be a  m odest bu t u se fu l m em ber of th e  g re a t fa m i­
ly of n a tio n s  a n d  c an  co n trib u te  i ts  sm a ll p a r t  to  th e  w e lfare  of h u ­
m an ity .1

Since  the m idd le  of the  n in e te en t h  c e n tu ry  B r u s s e l s  h a d  been 
c ho se n  as  the  ci ty of domici le  for in c rea s i ng  n u m b e r s  of  in te r ­
n a t i ona l  o r g a n is a t i o n s .  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  bel ieved th a t  fur ­
th er  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of  thi s  t r end  w a s  one w a y  of he lp ing  
Be lg i um  achieve the em in enc e  a n d  inf luence foreseen by  the 
King.  The  C o m m is s io n  ap p o in t ed  by  the M in is te r  for the In ­
ter ior  a n d  Publ ic  In s t ruc t io n  ear ly  in 1906 to ex am in e  the M on t  
des A r t s  p ro je c t  had .  in princ iple ,  recogni sed  the  needs  of  the 
in te rn a t io na l  a ss oc ia t io ns  loca ted in Be lg iu m  for a p e r m a n e n t  
cen t e r  in its a cce pt an ce  of  a m e a s u r e  of g o v e r n m e n t  re sp o n s i ­
bili ty for the Collect ive  L i b ra ry  of  L ea rn ed  Soc iet ies a nd  for 
the provis ion  of cen tra l  loca t ion  for  the ir  s e c r e ta r ia t s  in the 
future  M on t  des Ar ts .  In J u l y  1906 Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  
a ss em bl ed  re p re sen ta t i v es  of a n u m b e r  of in te rn a t io na l  a s s o ­
c ia t ions  wi th p e r m a n e n t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in B r u s s e l s  to d i scuss  
the kind of m u tua l  a id  they  m ig h t  g iv e  each  other ,  for toge ther,  
it w a s  observed ,  they con t r ib u t ed  powerfu l ly  « to w a rd s  the un i ­
f icat ion a n d  p ro g r e s s iv e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  the  inte res t s  of the 
w ho le  wor ld  —  as  t h ou gh  it w a s  com pr ise d  of a s in g le  na t io n  
above  indiv idual  na t i ons» .2 As a resu l t  of these  d i scuss io ns  a 
C ent ra l  Office of  In te rn a t io na l  In s t i tu t io ns  w a s  c r ea ted  in the 
fo l lowing year  by  Ot le t ,  La F o n ta in e  a n d  Cyr i l l e  V a n  Over-
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berg ii  wi th  so m e  tw en ty  in te r na t io na l  a ss oc ia t io ns  its first 
members .

There  w a s  in the  a i r  a m o u n t i n g  belief  in the po we r  of 
in te rna t i ona l  a s soc i a t i ons ,  a power  a p p e a r i n g  to be  a p p r o a c h i n g  
s o m e  kind of  zeni th  in the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  P e a c e  Confe rence  which  
w a s  to  as se m bl e  in the  H a g u e  in 1907. G r a d u a l l y  O t l e t  a n d  La 
F o n t a i n e ’s  v iews  a b o u t  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  h ad  become 
w id e r  a n d  m o re  informed,  a l th o u g h  La Fon ta ine ,  of course ,  had 
h a d  a b ro ad  in t e rn a t i o n a l i s t  v i ew po in t  for m a n y  years .  In  the very 
y e a r  of  the  founda t io n  of  th e  I IB,  the  y e a r  a f te r  he w a s  elected 
to  the Be lg ia n  s ena t e ,  he  ha d  become ac t ive in the  I n t e r p a r l i a ­
m e n t a r y  Union.  H e  ha d  pa r t i c ipa te d  in all the  Universa l  Peace  
C o n g r e s s e s  o r g a n i s e d  by  th e  P e r m a n e n t  B u r e a u  for I n t e r n a ­
t iona l Peace ,  of which he be cam e  P r e s i d e n t  in 1908. In mid 1907 
h e  m a d e  a s t a t e m e n t  in the B e l g i a n  s e n a t e  on the impor tance  
of wor ld  o rg a n i s a t i o n .3 O t l e t ’s act ivi t i es  h a d  h i th er to  been more  
l imi te d ,  ha d  been c i r cums cr ibe d  by  the I IB a n d  s om e  relat ive ly  
m in o r  v ent ur e s  a s so c ia te d  wi th  it. Bui  bo th  he and  La Font a ine  
w e r e  fascina ted  ob se rv e rs  a t  the H a g u e  P e a c e  Conference.  The 
f irst  Confe rence  h ad  been  ca l l ed  with much ce re m ony  a t  the 
H a g u e  in 1899. The  second w a s  convoked  by  P r e s i d e n t  Th eodore  
Rooseve lt  upon  r ep re sen ta t io n  from the  I n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
Union a t  the  conc lus ion  of  its conference  in 1904 in S a n  F r a n ­
cisco,  w h i t h e r  La Fontaine,  had  repa i red ,  be in g  one of the  n u m ­
ber  to wai t  on the Pr e s i dent .  Now,  th ree  ye a r s  la te r  a v a s t  a nd  
sp lend id  a s s e m b l a g e  of «career  d ip lo m a ts ,  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  g e n e ­
ra l s  a nd  a d m i r a l s »  s a t  down wi th  so m e  pomp an d  c i r c u m s t a n ­
ce to deba t e  the fu tu re  pe ace  of the wor ld .4 Thei r  three  m o n t h ­
lon g  de l ibe ra t io ns  w e re  a s p e c t a c u la r  fai lure  in Ot le t ' s  view. 
M e t  to d i s cus s  how  the en t i r e  Globe  m i g h t  be  enveloped in a 
w e l l - m ad e  m a n t l e  of peace,  the conference  ended  by  ad o p t in g  
a t h re a d b a re  conve nt i on  for « the m in ut e  r é g u la r i s a t i o n  of  war».  
In s tead  of  a p e r m a n e n t  In t e rn a t io n a l  Co ur t  of J us t ic e  be ing  
c rea ted ,  which  w a s  a m a j o r  a im  of the conference,  all t h a t  w a s  
ach ieved  w a s  a n  In te rn a t i o n a l  P r iz e  C ou r t ,  so m e  modif ica t ions  
to the Con ve nt io n  the  n a t i o n s  had  s i g n e d  a f te r  the  1899 c o n ­
ference,  and  the recogni t ion  t h a t  the  m a j o r  a n d  m ino r  powers  
were  unl ikely eve r  eas i ly  to a g r e e  on  m e th o d s  for n o m in a t i n g  
a n d  e lec t ing  p e r m a n e n t  sa la r i e d  j u d g e s  for a m o re  genera l  
in te rn a t io na l  court .5

T h o u g h  there  w a s  a n  a l m o s t  cynica l  i rony in the  ou tcom e of 
the  conference  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  wi th  its o r ig in a l  purpose ,  and  
thoug h it rudely  d a s h e d  th e  h igh  ho pe s  held for  it. Ot le t  bel iev­
ed th a t  in ha d  been not  w i t h o u t  s o m e  impor tance .  It seemed to 
h im  th a t  thi s  h a d  been the  f ir s t  t ime  in h i s tor y  th a t  «na t io ns  
sp o k e  official ly a n d  publ ical ly  to  each o ther»8 wi thout  the  im­
pe ra t iv e s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  r e g u l a t i n g  the ir  ex c h a n g e s  as  
ha d  a l w a y s  been  the  c a s e  in the  p a s t  in the  a ss em bl ie s -w h ich

173



ha d  m e t  to ne go t ia te  ac tua l  peace  t r ea t ie s  upon  the  conc lus ion  
of ac tua l  w a r s .  The  conference,  O t l e t  th ou gh t ,  had  ta ke n  one  
s tep ,  bu t  on ly  one,  t o w a rd s  the  « i r r e f r a g ab le  pr o c l am a t io n  of  
the  inte llectua l a n d  mora l  un i ty  of ma nk in d» .  It h ad  ra i sed ,  h o w ­
ever  f leet ingly,  the vis ion of a w o r ld  pa r l iam en t .

S t u d y i n g  the e v e n ts  a t  t h e  H a g u e ,  Ot le t  c a m e  to a n u m b e r  
of conc lus ions.  Th er e  h ad  been,  he  dec ided,  five d i s t inc t  g r o u p s  
rep re se n t ed ,  each g r o u p  t ry in g  to inf luence the  de le ga t e s  d irec t ­
ly, o r  ind i rec t ly  t h ro u g h  the pres s ,  to  accept  its so lu t io ns  for 
the  co m m o n  p ro b le m s all we re  a d d re s s in g .  T hese  g r o u p s  w e re  
ju r i s t s ,  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s ,  soc ial i s t s ,  paci f i s t s  a nd  in te r na t io na l  
assoc ia t ion s .  Each  gr ou p ,  except  the  in te rn a t io na l  a s soc ia t io ns ,  
had been represen ted  by powerful  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  E v en  though 
each  had been  c o m m it t ed  to p a r t i c u la r  in te res t s .  Ot le t  s a w  them 
a s  to g e th er  c o n s t i tu t in g  a vi tal  « r e pr e se n ta t io n  of the c o n te m ­
po ra ry  forces of i n te rna t io na l i s m »,  a n d  a s  pr o v id in g  s t r ik in g  
proof  of a l a w  of ex p an s io n  which he  s a w  o p e r a t i n g  ac ro s s  
the w h o le  wor ld,  a l aw  of «ampl ia t io n» .  Thi s  law had  va r ious  
express ions :  in the g ro w th ,  d i s pe rs i on  a n d  m o v e m e n t  of pop u la ­
t ions,  in the e x c h a n g e  of g o o d s  a n d  serv ices  be tw een  them,  in 
the  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  l inks  th a t  w e r e  s te ad i ly  b i n d in g  them ever  
c loser  to one  ano th e r ,  in the ir  i n c re a s in g  economic  in te rdepend­
ence,  the i r  s h a r i n g  a n d  m u tu a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  of ideas  in the  
sc iences  a n d  arts,’ in their  e ve r - ra m ify in g  poli t ical  a n d  social  
rela t ions .

If this m o vem ent  t o w a rd s  in c reas in g  in te rn a t i o n a l i sm  w a s  
to be as  effect ive as  Ot le t  t h o u g h t  it could  become, the deve lop­
m e n t  of a s ys te m a t ic  p r o g r a m  for ex p an s io n  se em ed to him 
ind ispensable .  Such  a p r o g r a m m e  w o u ld  have  to cons i de r  prob ­
lems  a f fec t ing  th e  de ve l opm ent  of th e  a r t s  a n d  sciences.  It 
w oul d  b r i n g  to g e th e r  and  co-o rd ina te  p ro p o sa ls  for a n  in te r ­
na t io na l  univers i ty,  an  o r g a n i s a t i o n  tor  in te rn a t io na l  d o c u m e n ­
tat ion.  a c en t r a l  o r g a n i s i n g  bo d y  for the  i n te rn a t io na l  a s s o c i a ­
t ions.  H e re  w oul d  be spel led out  the  e ffor ts  ne c e s sa ry  to deve ­
lop a n  in te rn a t io na l  l a n g u a g e  a n d  to secu re  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  of 
an  in te rn a t io na l  sy s t em  of w e i g h t s  a n d  m e a s u re s .  Such  a pr o ­
g r a m  w ou ld  a l so  have  to e m b r a c e  the poli t ical  wor ld.  I t  
wou ld  have  to ind ica te  how  the s t a t e s  could be g r o u p e d  into a 
wor ld  federa t ion  go ve rn ed  by a n  in te rn a t io na l  p a r l i a m e n t  and  
su p p o r te d  by an  in te rn a t io na l  cour t  of jus t ic e  a nd  an  i n t e r n a ­
t ional  execut ive  body with po wer  en o u g h  to enforce  its m a n d a t e .

Th ese  re flec t ions  of O t le t ' s  on  the  occas ion  of  the  H a g u e  
peace  conference  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b ecau se  they form the b a c k ­
g r o u n d  to the  sub se que n t  dev e lo pm en t  of the  C e n t r a l  Office for 
In te rn a t io na l  In s t i t u t i o n s  a nd  the  p r o g r a m  fol lowed by the 
World  C o n g r e s s  of In te rn a t io na l  Ass oc ia t ions .  T h ey  go  beyond 
this,  however,  to the  whole  p r o g r a m m e  of the Union of I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  Assoc ia t i ons  which  c u l m i n a t e d  in a n  u l t im ate ly  ab o r t i v e
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a t t e m p t  to found  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  Univers i ty  in 1920. In i t i a l ly ,  
however,  the  p r i m a r y  focus of the  w o rk  of  the  ne w C en t r a l  Of­
fice of  In te rn a t io na l  Ins t i tu t ion s  w a s  seen  as  doc u m e n ta ry  in 
cha rac te r .  This  e m p h a s is  w a s  se r ious  a n d  del iberate.  «The prope r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  of docu m e n ta t i o n  cons idered  in the  wide s t  se ns e  
of  the  te rm,  is to -d a y  one  of the  foremost  func t ions  to h a v e  
devolved on in te rn a t io na l  assoc ia t ions» .  Indeed,  it could be 
c la im e d  th a t  their  b us iness  w a s  very  l a r g e ly  in format ion  the 
e x c h a n g e  of which  u nd e r l ay  all in te rna t ion a l  re la t ions.  «T hus ,  
the  s y s te m a t ic  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of doc u m e n ta t i o n  is  rea l ly  the  ins t ­
rum en t  of Ihe da i ly  work  of in te rn a t io na l  associa t ions» .  The 
d ra f t  con s t i tu t io n  of the C ent ra l  Office as  pr esen ted  to a meet ­
in g  in J u n e  1907 se t  do w n  its a im s  as

T h e  s tu d y  of ev e ry th in g  w hich c o n trib u te s  to  th e  p ro p er o rg a n isa tio n  
of in fo rm a tio n  and  d o cu m en ta tio n , such  a s  the p re p a ra tio n  of collec­
tions, rep erto ries , p u b lica tio n s and  serv ices on a co -o p era tiv e  b asis. 
The o rg a n isa tio n  of docu m en ta tio n  involves lib ra ries , b ib liog raphy , 
p ic to ria l d o cu m en ta tio n  [« ico n o g rap h y » ], d o cu m en tary  doss ie rs  and  
rep erto rie s  a n d  th e  serv ices a tta c h in g  to  th e  pu b lica tio n  of rev iew s 
a n d  an n u a ls .7

The first  t a s k  un d e r ta k e n  by the Ce n t r a l  Office w'as the c o m p i ­
la t ion  of a brief  d i rectory of  in te rna t i ona l  a s soc ia t io ns  in B r u s ­
sels .8 A m o re  im p o r t a n t  t ask ,  however ,  w a s  ca r r ied  out  in 
conjunc t ion  wi th  the B e lg i a n  Soc iologica l  Assoc ia t ion  a nd  the  
I IB which ,  be tween  them, sp o n so red  an  «enqui ry  into in te r ­
na t i o n a l  assoc ia t ions »  u n d e r t a k e n  by Cyr i l le  Va n  Overbergh .  
A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  out  to each  o’f the  a s soc ia t io ns  th a t  
could be loca ted  to g a t h e r  d a t a  a b o u t  e igh t  m a t t e r s :  their  defi­
n i t ion  of in te r na t iona l  assoc ia t ion ,  the ir  hi story,  how they c l a s ­
sif ied the va r io us  k i n d s  of assoc ia t ions ,  the  m a n n e r  in which 
they had  been formed,  now funct ioned,  had  evolved a n d  w e re  
to  be  d i sb an d ed  if and  w he n  neces sa ry ,  a n d  the ir  b ib l iographic  
a n d  o ther  resou rces .9

An im p o r t a n t  sour ce  for a n  initial  l i s t i ng  of ex is t i n g  a s s o ­
c ia t io ns  w a s  Alf red Fr ie d ' s  A n n u a ire  d e  la Vie In te rn a tio n a le  
pu bl i shed  by the  In te rn a t io na l  Ins t i t u t e  for P e a c e  a t  M o n a c o .11* 
Otlet  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  were  a t  p a in s  to e s t ab l i s h  cont ac t  p e r s o n ­
a l ly  wi th  Fr ie d  w h o  had  been co m p i l in g  Ihe A n n u a l  s ince  
1905. The  four th vo lu m e  in the ser ies  w a s  edi ted by Fried ,  Ot le t  
a n d  La F o n t a i n e  and  w a s  i ssued in 1909 by the C ent ra l  Office 
for  In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i tu t io ns  wi th  s u p p o r t  from the IIB a n d  
the  In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  for P e a c e . "  Th is  edi t ion w a s  near ly 
five t imes  as  l a r g e  a s  its p r edecesso r  which  ha d  been  a s l im  vol ­
u m e  of abo u t  three  hu n d re d  pages .  The  g r e a t l y  a u g m e n t e d  size 
w a s  g r o u n d s  for con s i de ra b le  sa t i s f ac t ion  a t  the  C en t r a l  Office. 
The  ed i to rs  expla ined  the  phenomenal  g r o w t h  of  the A n n u a l  by 
re fe rence to the i r  s y s t em a t i c  enqui ry  into in te r na t io na l  a s s o c i a ­
t ions  before com pi l ing  it. The  enqui ry  h ad  been  «a ver i t ab le
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reve la t ion»  to  them. They  w e re  a s t on is he d  a n d  ove rwhel med 
by  the r ic hne ss  a n d  fecundi ty  of in te rn a t i o n a l  l ife.12

T he  ques t io n  of the legal  s t a t u s  of in te rn a t io na l  a s s o c ia ­
t ions w a s  recognis ed  a s  b e i n g  of cap i ta l  im p o r ta n c e  to  the ir  fu ­
tur e  de ve lo pm ent  in ge ne ra l  a n d  their  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in Belg ium 
in pa r t i cu l a r .  I t  w a s  freely ac k n o w le d g e d  to be a m o s t  difficult  
a n d  p e rp le x in g  problem.  D u r in g  the co u rs e  of 1907 it w a s  ta ke n  
up, but  unsuccess fu l ly ,  by  Em i le  T ib b a u t  w h o  p re sen ted  a Bill 
to the B e lg ia n  C h a m b e r  of R ep re se n ta t i v e s  w hic h  prov ide d  for 
the  g r a n t i n g  of «personn i f i ca t io n  civi le» to in te rn a t io n a l  a s s o ­
c ia t i o n s  wi th  p e r m a n e n t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Belg ium.  P ro v id ed  t h a t  
they w e re  scient i f ic ,  t r u ly  in te rn a t io na l  a n d  h a d  p e r m a n e n t  Bel ­
g ia n  re p re se n ta t i o n  in the i r  m a n a g e m e n t  the Bill w a s  intended  
to enable  them to a s s u m e  a lega l  ex is tence in which  they  could  
receive gif ts ,  ow n prope r ty  and  en te r  into c o n t r a c t s . 13

W h e n  the  re p re se n ta t iv es  of the a s s o c ia t i o n s  pa r t ic ip a t i n g  
in the  C en t ra l  Office for In te rn a t io na l  In s t i tu t io ns  m e t  a t  the 
end  of J a n u a r y  1908, the ou t look w a s  very  b r i g h t  indeed.  The  
g o v e r n m e n t  a p p e a re d  e a g e r  to s u p p o r t  the Office in qu i te  t a n ­
g i b le  ways ,  f i rs t ly by  dec id i ng  th a t  it should  provide  it wi th  a c ­
c o m m o d a t io n  in the  fu ture  M on t  des  Ar ts ,  a n d  second ly  by  c o n ­
s i d e r i n g  a la w  to sec ure  the lega l  s t a t u s  of  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a ­
n i sa t io ns  in Belg ium.  The  projec t to publ i sh  the  A n n u a ire  d e  la 
V ie In te rn a tio n a le  w a s  well  in hand .  Moreover ,  by  thi s  t ime  
the  p r o g r a m  of the C en t r a l  Office had  received fur ther  
s t u d y  a n d  ha d  ta ke n  on  an  e n la r g e d  s igni f icance .  The  Cent ra l  
Office,  it w a s  now tho ught ,  shou ld  a t te m pt

I to  e stab lish  a cen tre  Tor in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  h a v in g  in te rn a ­
tio n a l o b jec tiv es and  fo fa c ilita te  th e ir  in s ta lla tio n  [in  th e  cen tre? ], 
action , s tu d y  and  w ork;
2. to  s tu d y  q u es tio n s  ab o u t th e ir  o rg a n isa tio n , the co o rd in a tio n  o f 
th e ir a c tiv itie s  and  th e  u n ifica tio n  of th e ir  m eth o d s in  so  fa r  a s  these 
a rc  com m on or s im ila r fo r a ll th e  a sso c ia tio n s  o r  a g re a t  m an y  of 
them ;
3 lo  en co u rag e  th e  c rea tio n  of in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  in  a ll a rc a s  
w h ere  s im ila r  o rg a n is a tio n s  hav e  n o t been s e t up;
4. to  g a th e r  to g e th e r a n d  co -o rd in a te  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  d o cu m en ts  re la ­
tive  to  in te rn a tio n a lism  a n d  th e  in te rn a tio n a l m o vem en t (fac ts , id eas 
a n d  in s titu tio n s ) ;
Ó. to  s tim u la te  o r  o rg a n ise  co -opera tion  be tw een  th e  serv ices o ffered  
by th e  in s titu tio n s , to  o rg a n is e  the ex ten sio n  of in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s  
betw een  g ro u p s  and  in d iv id u a ls . T o th is  end , n o tab ly  to  look to  the
im provem ent o f th e  o rg a n isa tio n  o f in te rn a tio n a l c o n g re sse s  o f th e  
in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s , to  d e lim it th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  sp h eres o f ac tiv ity  
in  o rd e r  to  avo id  du p lica tio n  and  rep e titio n  . , . ;
6. to  co n trib u te  to  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of in te rn a tio n a l docu m en ta tio n  
a cco rd in g  to  th e  p lan s  and  m eth o d s decreed by  th e  IIB  a n d  stim u la te  
in te rn a tio n a l in s t itu t io n s  to  co n trib u te  to  th a t work;
7. to  se t dow n  p ro g ram s of action  and com m on s tu d y  be tw een  all 
th e  in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  o r  g ro u p s  of them ;
8. to  sea rch  for h arm ony  a n d  co -o rd in a tio n  betw een  v a rio u s  sy s tem s
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o f  n o m en c latu re , te rm ino logy , c la ss ifica tio n  o r n o ta tio n  in  such  a w ay  
th a t  in te rn a tio n a l ag ree m e n ts  w ill resu lt, bu t w hich a re  lim ited, in 
g e n e ra l, to  th e  d o m ain s o f d ifferen t in d iv idua l sciences;
9. to  pub lish  a n  A n n u a l o f  In te rn a tio n a l L ife  a n d  a period ica l bu lle ­
tin  . . . ,  a n n u a l a n d  b u lle tin  su m m aris in g  a n d  c o n d en s in g  a ll th e  fac ts  
co llected  by  i ts  d o cu m en ta tio n  serv ice  . . .  ;
10. to  o rg a n is e  pe rio d ica lly  a g e n e ra l c o n g ress  o f in te rn a tio n a l in s ti­
tu tio n s  w here  q u estio n s  re la te d  to  th e  O ffice  w ill be d iscussed  and  
w hich w ill p rov ide  those  w ho are  in te res ted  in  th e  in te rn a tio n a l m ove­
m en t w ith  en jo y ab le  occasions o f c o n ta c t w hich w ill in crease  co-oper­
a tio n  a n d  im prove re la tio n s .14.

At thi s  m e e t in g  of the  m e m b e r s  of  the C en t r a l  Office of 
In t e r n a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t i o n s  it w a s  dec ided  to press  a h e a d  wi th  
th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o i  the  c o n g r e s s  f o r e shado w ed  in po in t  n u m ­
ber  10 of  the  s t a t e m e n t  of  the  Off ice’s a im s  a n d  object ives to 
take  p lace  a t  the  1910 Expos i t ion  of Brusse l s .  Th e  con gres s  
w a s  lo be l ike th a t  of A\ons in 1905, a s u m m i t  co n g r e s s  of in­
te rna t io na l  co n g r e s s  a n d  would h a v e  tw o qui te  d i s t in c t  goa ls .  
The  first,  en t i re ly  new,  i ts o rg a n is e r s ,  bel ieved,  w ou ld  be 
to s t u d y  p ro b le m s of un i f ica t ion  of methods ,  of co-opera t ion  
a n d  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of w o rk  be tween  v a r i o u s  in te rn a t iona l  
assoc ia t ions .  The  second w o u ld  be to s u r v e y  recent  a d v a n c e s  
in the  a r t s  a n d  sc iences  «from the  w o r ld  or  u n iv e r s a l  po in t  of 
view»,  the re by  p e r f o r m in g  an  in ca lcu la b ly  v a l u a b l e  syn thes i s  
c o m p l e m e n t i n g  « the  ana ly t ic a l  w o rk  ca r r i ed  out  by each  s e p a ­
r a t e  c o n g r e s s » .15 They  recognised ,  too, t h a t  the e ffor t  of  o r g a ­
n is in g  a co n g r e s s  w oul d  g ive  a prec ise  focus to the  w or k  of the 
C e n t r a l  Office for I n te r n a t io n a l  In s t i tu t io ns  in the  im m ed ia te  
future.  Th e  provis iona l  p r o g r a m  of the  C o n g r e s s  l isted six 
m a j o r  a r e a s  for  d iscussion

1. co -opera tion  be tw een  th e  in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s;
2. th e  ju rid ica l sy s tem  of th e  in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  ( leg a l re co g n i­
tion , civil p e rso n ificatio n , e tc .);
3. th e  in te rn a tio n a l sy s tem  of m easu rem en ts  in  sc iences a n d  in 
technical serv ices (u n iiic a tio n  and  co -o rd in a tio n  of sy s tem s; the 
m etrica l sy s tem , th e  C G S sy s tem  [cen tim etre , g ram m e, s e c o n d e ] . . . . ) ;
4. lile ty p es of in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n ism s  (co m p ara tiv e  ex am ination , 
a d v a n ta g e s  and  inconveniences of the p re sen t sy s te m );
5. the in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  a n d  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of b ib liography  
and  d o cu m en ta tio n ;
6. sc ien tific  te rm ino logy  a n d  in te rn a tio n a l la n g u a g e s  (sy s te m atic  te r ­
m ino logy  of sciences, n o ta tio n , s ig n a ls , in te rn a tio n a l lan g u a g es , 
sc ien tific  tr a n s la t io n s ) .1*

Associa t ion s  w hich  w is he d  to p a r t ic ip a te  in the con gr e ss  
w e re  invi ted to su b m i t  repor t s  to the  C e n t r a l  Office about  
the i r  work,  m eth ods ,  any  resu l t s  ob ta ined ,  a n d  above  all about  
« d e s id e r a ta  re la t iv e  to  in c r e a s in g  co -opera t ion  wi t h  o th e r  a s ­
soc ia t ions».  The  s ta f f  of the  Ce n t r a l  Office w or ke d  on  the  p r e p ­
a ra t io n  of a ge ne ra l  repor t  w hic h  w a s  to  be  d i s t r ibu t ed  be­
fore th e  C o n g r e s s  a nd  serve  as  the  b a s i s  for d i scuss ion  at  the
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Co ng res s .  The  repor t  p re sen ted  conc lus io ns  a l re ady  r each ed  hy 
v a r io u s  a s so c ia t io ns  on  each  of the qu es t i on s  on  the a g end a .  
The  se c t i ons  of  t h e  repor t  w e re  described by O t l e t  a s  c o n s t i ­
t u t i n g

an  a tte m p t a t  cod ifica tion  of d e sid era ta , p rinc ip les  and  ru les  a lre ad y  
fo rm ula ted  in th e  rea lm  of o rg a n is a tio n  by  in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s 
and  co n g resses . D estined  to  p rov ide  a b a s is  for concerted  action  to 
speed  up  and  im prove in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n , they  a re  proposed 
fo r un p rc ju d ic la l ad o p tio n  by th e  a sso c ia tio n s  a s  a  g en era l su g g e s tio n  
an d  fo r o r ien ta tio n . It is proposed  th a t,  a f te r  th e  c o n g ress , th ese  c o n ­
c lu s io n s w ill be rev ised  to  take in to  acco u n t o b se rv a tio n s  collected  
an d  decisions taken  then . T hey w ill a ll be  in co rp o ra ted  in  such  a  w ay  
a s  to  m ake  of th ese  co n clu sio n s a «code of in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n * , 
a  code of id eas, m ethods, w ork  and  p ro jec ts , u n d e r each  h e ad in g  for 
w hich w ill be listed  th e  k inds of su p p o rt g iven  them  and  th e  n am es of 
the a sso c ia tio n s  w hich have in troduced  o r  ad o p ted  them .17

A p a r t  f rom the  W or ld  C o n g r e s s  of  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A sso c i a ­
t ions Ot le t ,  La F o n ta in e  a n d  the IIB were  deeply involved in 
a n u m b e r  of o th e r s  to  be held in B r u s s e l s  in 1910. There  w as ,  
of course ,  t h a t  of the IIB.  It w a s  hoped t h a t  thi s  could  beco­
me th e  f irst  m e e t i n g  of a p e r m a n e n t  I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  of 
Bib l iog raphy  and  Doc um en ta t io n .  The I IB p r e p a r e d  a s u b s t a n ­
t ia l  d r a f t  «G ene ra l  C o d e  for the  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Bib l i ogr aphy  
a n d  D o c u m e n ta t io n » 18 for s u b m is s io n  to the  Co ng res s .  M ore ­
ove r  it p r epa red  s im i la r  d ocum ent s  for a n u m b e r  of  o ther  con ­
gre sse s .  These  w e re  cons id ered  to be de ve lo pmen ts  of ch ap te r s  
o r  s ec t io ns  of th e  G e n e ra l  Code: «Code  for Ihe O r g a n i s a t i o n  
of th e  Per iod ica l  P r e s s » , 19 «C ode  for th e  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of A d ­
m in i s t r a t i v e  D oc um en ta t io n» ,20 and  «Code  for the  O r g a n i s a t i o n  
of P h o t o g r a p h i c  D ocum en ta t ion» .21 Ot le t  h imse l f  w a s  a p p o i n ­
ted  P re s id e n t  of specia l  do cu m en ta t i o n  se c t ions  in th e  f irst  In ­
te r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  the A d m in is t r a t i v e  Sc iences ,  th e  I n t e r ­
na t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of P h o t o g r a p h y  a n d  the  C o n g r e s s  of Ac­
co u n ta n c y  a nd  w a s  involved in do cu m en ta t i o n  work  for the 
C o n g r e s s  of the  Per iod ica l  Press .

At t h e  end  of 1908 a specia l  sect ion  of the Exposi t ion,  
G ro u p  XXII,  w a s  se t  up  to co-o rd ina te  the  C o n g r e s s e s  to be  
he ld un de r  i ts  auspices .  Henr i ,  C o m te  C a r t o n  de W ia r t  became 
pre s i dent  of  the  sect ion.  Nei ther  Ot le t  nor  La F o n t a i n e  were  
m e m b e r s  of  G roup  XXII .  thoug h they  a ss i s te d  its w o rk  in 
v a r i o u s  w a y s  no tab ly  by s u g g e s t i n g  a con fe rence  s c h e d u le  
which would permi t  the  g r o u p i n g  tog e the r  of conferences  on 
r e la te d  subjects ,  and  by u n d e r t a k i n g  in 1910 Ihe publ ica t ion  of 
an  In te rn a tio n a l R ev iew  o j C o n g resses  a n d  C on ferences  which 
w oul d  repor t  open in g  a d d re ss e s ,  p ro g ra m s ,  news  a nd  re so­
lu t io ns  taken  by v a r io u s  congr es se s ,  to g e th e r  wi th  a b b re v i ­
a t ed  a ccou n ts  of  l ec tures  by em in e n t  f igures at  the  Expos i t ion .22

The  p l a n n i n g  for the C o n g r e s s e s  which  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ­
t a i n e  w e re  respons ib le  for p ro g re ss ed  apace .  The  King  ag reed  
to pr es ide  a t  the  C o n g r e s s  of the  In te rn a t io n a l  Ass oc ia t ions .
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Moreover ,  it w a s  decided t h a t  the  v a r io u s  co n g re s s e s  could p a r ­
t ic ipa te  in the  a c tu a l  Expos i t ion  of B ru s se l s  m or e  act ively 
th a n  ju s t  by b e i n g  held u n d e r  its ausp ices .  I t  ha d  been c u s t o ­
m a r y  in th e  p a s t  for the  I IB to m o u n t  exhib i t s  a t  Expo s i t ions  
a n d  it w a s  now reso lved  to pr epa re  an  exhib i t  r e l a t i n g  to 
i n t e rn a t io n a l i s m  a n d  the in te r na t io na l  assoc ia t ions .  These  were 
notif ied of this  re so lu t ion  a n d  asked  to su h m i i  to  the C e n ­
tral  Office d o c u m e n ts  a nd  a n y  o th e r  m a te r ia l  that  m ig h t  be re ­
le v a n t  for the  exhibi t .  It w a s  hoped  th a t  by r e g u l a r  u p - d a t i n g  
a n d  g r a d u a l  ex tens ion  the exhib i t  mi gh t  u l t i m a te ly  form the 
kerne l  of a p e r m a n e n t  M u s e u m  of I n t e rn a t i o n a l i s m .23 At this 
t ime,  too, Ot le t  b e g a n  to solici t  m a te r i a l  for a n  in te rn a t io na l  
exhibi t ion  of do cum ent a t io n  re la ted  to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  method s  
for the In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of A d m in is t r a t i v e  Sc iences .  «It 
is only by the c lose  c o m p a ra t i v e  s t ud y  of such documents» ,  he 
wrote ,  « t ha t  it wil l  be possib le  to a p p r e c ia te  t h e  m e a s u r e s  p ro ­
posed to reso lve  presen t  p ro b le m s in the  s impl i f ica t ion  of a d ­
mi ni s t ra t i ve  t r a n s a c t i o n s » .24 This  exhibi t  w a s  to be prepa red  
in con ju nc t io n  with and  to form p a r t  of t h a t  for the C o n g re s s  
of In te rn a t io na l  Assoc ia t ions .

T H E  U N IV E R SA L  E X PO SIT IO N  O F  B R U SSE L S, 1910

The first  of the  c o n g r e s s e s  of in te res t  to Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ­
ta in e  w a s  the World  C o n g r e s s  of  the In te rn a t io na l  A ssoc i a ­
t ions  which b e g a n  on the 9th May,  1910. Unfor tuna te ly ,  King 
Alber t  could not  p r es ide  a t  Ihe op e n in g  as  p l a n n e d  because  of 
Ihe dea th  in London of King  E d w a r d  VII  w hose  obsequies  re­
qui r ed  his a t t e n d a n c e .  But  by the 9 th M a y  o ne  h u n d r e d  and  
th i r ty  seven  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h ad  become m em ber s  
of the c o ng re ss .  Thi r t een  g o v e r n m e n t s  had se n t  de le ga te s  and  
ne a r ly  four  hu n d red  ind iv id ua ls  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a m uch l a rge r  
n u m b e r  of a s so c ia t io ns  had  su bscr ibe d .  A m o n g  th i s  n u m b e r  
were  m a n y  old f riends  a n d  a sso c i a te s  of the  I IB,  several  Nobel 
Lau re a te s ,  a g r e a t  m a n y  pr om in en t  Be lg ian  f igures —  c a b i ­
net  min is t e r s ,  fo rmer  cab ine t  min is te rs ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  he ads  
of  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  sen io r  officials ,  M. M ax ,  t h e  M a y ­
or  of Brusse l s .  A m o n g  the  bar ons ,  the  hal f  dozen counts ,  one  
duke,  two pr inces,  the dozens  of  doc tors  and  professors  w e re  no 
m o r e  th a n  five or  six women.  A n d re w  C a r n e g i e ’s  n a m e  w a s  
p laced  on the l ist  of  « a d hé ran t s» ,  t h ou gh  he w a s  no t  p resen t .  
E r n e s t  S ol va y  w a s  there  a n d  so w a s  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s 
old m a ître , E d m o n d  Pic ard ,  s t i r r i n g  the proceedings  with his 
wit  a n d  eloquence,  a n d  H ec to r  Dennis ,  to w h o m  Ot le t  h ad  not  
qu i te  ral l ied in the format ion of the Nouvel le  Univers i té  ove r  fif­
teen ye a r s  before.  And,  wi th  an  i rony rem ark ed  by no  one,  in ­
scribed upon the l ist  of  m em ber s  ( thou gh  it is no t  c lear  t h a t  
he  ac tu a l l y  a t t e n d e d )  w a s  the  n a m e  Léon Bourgeois ,  w h o  w a s
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involved therefore,  how ever  ind irect ly,  in th e  b i r th  of a n  o r g a ­
n i sa t i o n  to which later ,  unwi t t in g ly ,  he w a s  to  g iv e  the  coup 
de grâce .25

Af ter  the  o p e n i n g  ceremon ies  c er ta in  procedura l  m a t t e r s  
w e re  de a l t  with.  Th e  officials of  the  co n g r e s s  w e re  conf i rmed in 
the i r  pos i t ions :  A u g u s t e  Bee rnacr t ,  M in is t e r  of S ta le ,  as  P r e s i ­
dent ,  Otlet ,  La F o n t a i n e  a n d  Cyri le  V a n  O ve rb e rgh  as  Secret-  
a r ie s -Gene ra l .  and  six Vice-pres id en ts  w e re  elected,  am o n g  
th e m  Pr in c e  R ol and  B o n a p a r t e  and  E r n e s t  Solvay .  Otlet ,  Re­
po r te r -ge ne ra l  for  the  C o n g re s s ,  the n  in t r odu ced  the  w o rk  of 
t h e  co n g r e s s  a t  s om e  length .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  th e  six qu es t i ­
ons  on the  a g e n d a  could  bes t  be dea l t  w i th  if t h e  con gr es s  
bro ke  into th r ee  groups .  Th is  w a s  ag reed  to.  B e e r n a e r t  a nd  a 
Be lg ia n  la w y er  deeply  in te re s ted  in th e  lega l  p ro b le m s of in ­
te rn a t i o n a l  as soc ia t ions ,  C l u n d ,  w e r e  appo in ted  to pres ide  over  
the  f irs t  sect ion which  dea l t  wi th  Ihe ques t i on  of the ir  legal  
s ta tu s .  The  second sect ion u n d e r  the  Nobel L a u r e a t e  Wi lhelm 
O s t w a l d  a n d  S o lv ay  w a s  to deal  wi th  ques t i on s  three  a n d  four 
on  the  a g e n d a :  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  g e n e ra l l y  but  pa r t i cu la r ly  the 
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of  in te rn a t i o n a l  sy s te m s  of u n i t s  of w e i g h t s  a nd  
m e a s u re s ,  a nd  the  k i nds  a n d  func t ions  of  in te rn a t i o n a l  a s s o ­
c ia t ions .  The  th i rd  sect ion u n d e r  G e n e ra l  Sebe r t  a nd  La F o n ­
t a i n e  w a s  to d i s cus s  do cum ent a t io n  and  the problem of sc i ­
ent i f ic  a n d  technica l  l a n g u a g e .  La te r  a four th grou p  w a s  set  
up headed  by Pr in c e  R o la nd  B o n a p a r t e  a n d  a M. G u i l la um e  
f rom the In te rn a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  of W e i g h t s  a nd  M e a s u re s .  This  
sect ion,  a c c o m m o d a t i n g  r e p re s e n t a t i v e s  w hose  in te res t  did not  
c learly fall into a n y  of the o ther  g r o u p s  w a s  to d i scuss  g e n ­
era l  p roble ms of in te rn a t io na l  co -opera t ion  be twe en  a s s o c ia ­
t ions  a n d  m e a n s  of c o- o rd in a t i ng  the ir  work .  M e e t i n g  in the 
m o r n i n g  of  W ed n e sd a y ,  11th M a y  1910, a t im e  a t  w hic h  the 
o th e r  sec t ions  w e re  not  in session ,  sect ion four  w a s  a t tende d  
by a n u m b e r  of the  m e m b e r s  of o th e r  se c t ion s  a n d  w a s  the oc ­
cas ion for a very  w i d e - r a n g i n g  d iscuss ion.  Also,  a f te r  co n s id ­
e rab le  de b a te  on  the  un if ica t ion of we ig h ts  a n d  cer ta in  
m e a s u r e s  used in scince,  the  second  sect ion combined  wi th the 
th i rd  to c ons ide r  p ro b le m s in the s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  of scientif ic 
t e rminology .

The  reso lu t io ns  of  the  W o r ld  C o n g r e s s  of  In t e rn a t i o n a l  
A ss oc ia t i ons  were  ex t r em ely  gene ra l  for the m o s t  pa r t ,  a n d  p e r ­
h a p s  not  p a r t i c u l a r ly  su rp r i s in g .  Never the less ,  in te r m s  of  the 
re la t ive ly  n a r r o w  contex t  in which  they  a r e  b e i n g  cons id ered  
here,  they all implici t ly or  expl ici t ly a f f i rmed the need for c on ­
t in ued  co-opera t ion,  for the c o n t in u a n c e  of t h e  w o rk  be gun by 
the  C o n g r e s s  a n d  hence,  the need for a p e r m a n e n t  in te rna t iona l  
Center .

The  c o n g r e s s  em p h a s i se d  the im p o r ta n c e  of the  met ric  
sys te m of w e ig h ts  a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t s  and  th e  need for un i ­
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form, in te rn a t i o n a l  adopt i on  of t h a t  sys t em.26 I t  resolved to 
a p p o in t  a com mi t te e  to m a k e  kn o w n  th i s  v iew  to al l  a p p r o p r i ­
a te  o r g a n is a t i o n s .  It a l s o  dec ided,  on a s u g g e s t i o n  f rom Otlet ,  
tha t  a g e n e r a l  re po r t  shou ld  be p r e p a r e d  which woul d  show 
sys te m a t i c a l l y  ho w it w a s  possible  to reconci le  the  ex is t i n g  in ­
div idual  sy s te ms  wi th  an  i n te r n a t i o n a l  system.

The  reso lu t io ns  a b o u t  the legal  s t a t u s  of  in te rn a t iona l  a s ­
soc ia t ions,  t h ou gh  P i c a r d  d e m u r re d  a t  the  neologism involved,  
we re  imp or tan t :

a) a  su p e r-n a tio n a l s ta tu te  fo r non-profit o rg a n isa tio n s , w hich  because 
of th e ir n a tu re  and  th e ir purpose  n e ither can  n o r w a n t to  be 
p laced  u n d e r p a r tic u la r  in co rp o ra tiv e  leg is la tio n , should  be in s titu ted  
by m oans of a d ip lom atic  convention ;
b) to  e n su re  th e  ach ievem en t o f th is  re so lu tio n , th e  C o n g ress tra n s ­
fo rm s its  o rg a n is in g  com m ittee  in to  a p e rm an en t com m ittee. II g ives 
it th e  m a n d a te  of p re p a rin g  the d ra f t  o f such  a conven tion  and  the 
re g u la tio n s  fo r it to  be sen t to  p a r tic ip a tin g  in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s 
for th e ir  o b servations.

T he c o n g re ss  in v ite s i ts  com m ittee  to  tra n sm it its  w ork , when 
it is  fin ished  fo r the ap p ro v al o f s ta te s .

Moreover ,  a need for  a cen t ra l  office of  l ega l  docum en ta t io n  
w a s  re co gn is ed  to exist .  Such  an  office sh o u ld  collect  for c o m ­
pa r i son  al l  th e  forms  of  c o n t r a c t s  used  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  world.  
The  c o n g r e s s ’s o r g a n i s i n g  com mi t te e  w a s  r eq ue s te d  to take  
s t eps  t o  pu t  thi s  re so lu t ion  into effect.

The  do cu m en ta t i o n  sect ion s t r e ss e d  the  need  for an  in te r ­
na t io na l  d o c u m e n ta r y  union of g o v e r n m e n t s  on the l ines of 
the d r a f t  e la bo ra te d  for the I IB ’s 1908 conference  on b ib l iog ­
raphy.  It a l so  recognised  the  im p o r ta n c e  of  a d o p t i n g  an  in te r ­
na t iona l  b ib l iographica l  code «to fac i l i t ate  th e  diffusion 
a n d  s y s t em a t ic  col lect ion of all p r in te d  m a t te r» .  It u rged  the 
w id e r  adop t io n  of  the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  sys tem,  s in g l in g  
o u t  pa r t i cu la r ly  the In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of M a t h e m a t i ­
c ians ,  which w a s  not  rep re se n te d  at  Brusse l s ,  a s  one  body  which 
shou ld  a d o p t  the c lassi f ica t ion.  It and  all s im i la r  bodies,  il 
dec la red ,  should  w o rk  out  a con co rdance  be twe en  the i r  special  
c la ss i f ica t ions  an d  the Decimal  Classi f ica t ion.

The  sec t ion  de a l in g  wi th  co-operat ion reso lved  th a t  isol­
a ted  in te rn a t io na l  a s soc ia t io ns  or  g r o u p i n g s  of  them shou ld  re ­
ma in  in c o n s t a n t  contac t  wi th  the  C e n t r a l  Office

w hich w ill se rv e  a s  a n  in te rm ed ia ry  fo r a ll re la tio n s  betw een them  
a n d  a s  a sou rce  fo r u seiu l in fo rm atio n ; th a t  th is office sho u ld  be 
recogn ised  a s  the p e rm an en t o rg a n  of th e ir reciprocal re la tio n s  and  
th a t it sho u ld  receive the necessa ry  su b v en tio n s to  a llow  it to  c a rrv  
ou t its  u sefu l a n d  im p o rta n t functions.

This  sec t ion  a l so  expressed  the v iew t h a t  there  should  be g r e a t ­
er co-operat ion be lwen the in te rn a t i ona l  o g r a n i s a t i o n s  s t u d y ­
in g  the lega l  diff icul t ies th a t  p re vented  the deve lop me nt  of 
such  r e la t io ns  be tween  them as  would  pe rm i t  th e m  to form a 
«soc iety of n a t i on s»  —  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  B u r e a u  for P e a c e  and
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i ts  Co ng re ss e s ,  the Ins t i tu te  for In te rn a t io na l  L a w  a n d  the  In te r ­
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  Union.  It w a s  t h o u g h t  th a t  a p e r m a n e n t  o r g a n  
for d ip lom at ic  m e e t i n g s  wi th  which  these  a s so c ia t io ns  could 
co-opera te  should he se t  up in the H a g u e .  Never the less ,  
the  sect ion s t re sse d  the  im p o r ta n c e  of free, unof ficial  o r g a n i s a ­
t ions  in in te rn a t i o n a l  life, and  the im p o r t a n c e  of  m a i n t a i n i n g  
th e i r  in dep en de nc e  a t  the  s a m e  t ime  as  co -opera t ion  be tween  
them a n d  co-ord ina t ion  of their  work  were  promoted .

Before it d i spersed the C o n g r e s s  repa i red  in a body  to the 
exhib it ion abou t  in te rn a t io na l i s m  o r g a n i s e d  by  the  Cent ra l  
Office. The  exhib it ion co n ta in ed  twelve sec t ions  c ov e r in g  va r ious  
a s p e c ts  of in te rn a t io na l  life. Th e re  w a s  a sect ion for docu ­
m en ta t i o n ,  for exa mp le ,  l a rge ly  co n s i s t i n g  of the I I B ’s exhi ­
bit, th a t  of the Conci l ium Bib l io graphic um  a n d  t h a t  of the 
Mu eée  de la Pr es se .  O th e r  sect ions,  d i s p la y in g  exhib i t s  from 
a w id e  v a r ie ty  of sources ,  r a n g e d  t h ro u g h  ge og ra p h ic a l ,  h i s to r ­
ical,  economic,  social ,  mora l  a nd  phi losophical  m a t te rs .  The  
exhib i t s  most ly  cons is ted  of char t s ,  t ab les,  m ap s ,  d ia g ra m s ,  
p r in t s  a n d  d oc um ent s  pub l i shed  by the  assoc ia t ion s .  The  en o r ­
m ou s  collect ion of m at e r i a l  a s sem bled  for Ule C o n g r e s s  on 
A dm in is t r a t iv e  Sciences  w a s  pa r t  of the exhibi tion,  the A d m i n ­
i s t ra t ion  Sect ion.  Ot le t  a nd  La F o n ta in e  bel ieved t h a t  «such 
a n  expos i t ion is... the  best  w a y  of m a k i n g  kn o w n  to the  g r ea t  
publ ic the  to ta l i ty  of the fa c t s ’ a nd  ideas  upon  which in te r ­
n a t i ona l  o rg a n i s a t i o n  re s t s  to-day».  F or  them « the Exposi t ion-  
M u s e u m  is the c o m p le m e n t  of  the C o n g r e s s  of the In te rna t iona!  
Assoc i a t i ons  a n d  its p r im a ry  a im is to i l lus t ra te ,  to c o m ­
m e n t  on, to jus t i fy  the  code  of ru les  which  will e m e r g e  from 
its de l ib e ra t io ns  a n d  the A n n u a ire  d e  la  V ie In te rn a tio n a le  
w hich  co n ta in s  the resu l t s  of the v a s t  enqui ry  on the w ork  of 
i n t e rn a t io n a l i s m  which  preceded it».27 D u r i n g  the  cou rse  of 
the  visi t  to the exhibi t ion  the de le g a t e s  look a re so lu t ion  th a t  
«a p e r m a n e n t  m u s e u m »  shou ld  be c re a te d  from it a s  Ot le t  and  
La F o n ta in e  ha d  hoped.  A not ice w a s  then  p r e p a r e d  se t t in g  
o u t  the ob jec t ives  of such  a mu seum .  Th e  m a n a g e m e n t  of  the 
m u s e u m  w a s  officially p laced  in the  h a n d s  of  the Cent r a l  
Office of In te rn a t io na l  In s t i tu t io ns  a n d  all in te rn a t io na l  a s s o c ia ­
t ions  wh o w e re  m e m b e r s  of the  Office w e re  r e g a r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  
pa r t ic ipa te d  in the  for ma t ion  of the  M u se u m .28

And  so, the first  g r ea t  World  C o n g r e s s  of In t e rn a t io n a l  
Assoc i a t i ons  dr e w  to a close.  M. Bcernaer t ,  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  the 
de le ga te s  on the i r  ach i evement s ,  a dv e r te d  for a m o m e n t  to the 
dif ficul t ies  th a t  h a d  been experienced  by the In te rna t iona l  
M a r i t im e  Union which he had  he lped to form a q u a r te r  of a 
c e n tu ry  earl ie r .  H e  hoped t h a t  t h e  presen t  g a t h e r i n g  would  
not  m a k e  the  s a m e  k i nds  of  mi s take ,  m is ta k e s  of  excess ive  c en­
t ra l i s a t i on  a n d  the neglec t  of a suppor t ive  sys tem of a u t o n ­
omo us  na t io na l  o r g an i sa t i o n s .  F in a l ly  he hoped

182

th a t  o u r  o rg a n isa tio n  w hich h as taken  on a p e rm an en t c h arac te r, the 
U n io n  of In te rn a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n s th a t w e have ra tified  by  th is 
co n g ress , will p rov ide  u s  soon  w ith  a n o th e r occasion  for m ee tin g  in 
th e  sam e co n d itio n s a s  to -d ay . w ith  the sam e  desire  fo r p ro g ress , 
w ith  th e  sam e lack of any  p reoccupation  w ith  p e rso n a l o r  na tio n a l 
p rid e .38

T h u s  e m e r g e d  from the Wor ld  C o n g r e s s  of In t e r n a t i o n a l  Asso­
c i a t i o n s  a Un ion  of  In te rn a t io n a l  Assoc ia t ions  domici led  in 
Bru sse l s  a t  the C e n t r a l  Off ice of In te rn a t i o n a l  Ins t i tu t ions .

Ot le t  h a d  a p a r t i c u l a r  in te res t  in the I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n ­
g r e s s  of the  A d m in is t r a t i v e  Sc iences  which w a s  held in July.  
H e  r e g a r d e d  i ts work  a s  pr im ar i l y  d o c u m e n ta r y  a n d  by far  
the  g r e a t e s t  nu m ber  of reso lu t i ons  taken  a t  the C o n g r e s s  deal t  
wi th  docume nta t io n .  The  C o n g re s s  c r ea ted  a p e rm a n e n t  
c o m m it t ee  to o r g a n i s e  fu tur e  co n g re s s e s  a n d  to col lect  docu ­
m e n t s  re levant  to a d m in i s t r a t i v e  science a n d  o r g a n i s e  them 
for use. it w a s  resolved that  «ali  the  theoret ica l  a n d  prac t ica l  
knowledge  re la t i n g  to gen e ra l  do cum ent a t io n  should be bro ugh t  
to g e th e r  a n d  co-ord ina ted» ,  th a t  « the  pr inc ip les  a n d  me tho ds  
of a d m in is t r a t i v e  do cu m e n ta t i o n  should be the subjec t  
of cou rse s  and  of in t roduc tory  lec tures»,  and  t ha t  «There  should 
be  a genera l  method  for a d m in is t r a t i v e  doc um enta t ion .  
This  m e th od  should  e m b race  the va r io us  o p e ra t i o n s  to  which 
d ocum ent s  a r e  su bmi t te d  (c rea t ion,  conse rva t ion ,  c lass if icat ion,  
com m un ic a t io n ,  publ ica t ion ,  re t i rement ,  t r an s f e r ra l  to a rch iva l  
depots )» .  The  co n g r e s s  a l s o  reso lved th a t  a cen t ra l  office 
for  a d m in is t r a t iv e  do cum en ta t io n  should  be c r ea ted  to 
s t u d y  all these  m a t t e r s ,  form a l ib ra ry ,  compi le  an  inter ­
na t iona l  b ib l io gr aphy  on adm in is t r a t i o n ,  and  ins t i tu te  a museum.  
It a l s o  resolved to p a r t i c ip a te  in the  w o rk  of the Cent ra l  
Office of In te rn a t io na l  In s t i tu t io ns  and  a n y  fur ther  congres se s  
o r g a n i s e d  by it.:i°

At  the  c los ing  banquet ,  the P re s id e n t  of the C o n g r e s s  ra i sed 
the  ques t ion  of the  In te rn a t io na l  M u seu m  of w hic h  the exhibi ts  
for the In te rn a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  of  A d m in is t r a t i v e  Sciences 
formed sueli  a l a r g e  pa r t .  H e  u rg ed  t h a t  « m e a s u r e s  should 
be  taken  to en su re  t h a t  the  nec e s sa ry  loca t ions  should  be 
provided  for this  m u s e u m »  a n d  he a d d re s sed  h imse lf  di rec t ly  to 
the  M a y o r  of Brusse l s ,  c o m m e n d i n g  th e  M u s e u m  to  him. 
A p lan w a s  put  afoot  im me dia te ly  to secu re  p e r m a n e n t l y  one 
of the Expos i t i on  b u i ld in g s  for the use of an  In te rna t iona l  
M u s e u m  a r o u n d  which,  ii w a s  s u g g e s te d ,  could be or ga ni sed  
« the v a r io u s  p e r m a n e n t  ins t i tu t ions  a nd  services  tha t  a n u m b e r  of 
th e  co n g r e s s  held in B r u s s e l s  in 1910 h a v e  c re a te d  as  well  as 
in te rna t io na l  bodies h a v i n g  their  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Brusse l s  
prev ious ly».  At the In te rn a t iona l  C o n g r e s s  of P h ot og raphy ,  
d r a w i n g  to a c lose a t  abo u t  the s a m e  t ime.  G en era l  Sebert  
p le d g e d  the  s u p p o r t  of the In te rn a t io na l  Union of P h o t o g r a p h y  
for  thi s  venture .
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T w o  co m m it t ee s  were  cons t i tu ted  to w o rk  for the  p e r m a n ­
ent  c r ea t i o n  a n d  su s ta in e d  deve lopm ent  of the M u se u m .  One  
w a s  Be lg ian .  I t s  func tion w a s  to n e g o t i a t e  wi th  th e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  a n d  a ny  o th e r  a u t ho r i t i e s  involved for loca t ions  for the 
M u se u m .  The  o ther  w a s  in te rn a t io na l .  I ts  t as k  w a s  to a p p ro a c h  
the  official re p re sen t a t i v es  of the  v a r io u s  co un t r ie s  p a r t i c i p a t ­
in g  in the Expo s i t io n  in o r d e r  to induce  them to  co-opera te  
in the fou nd a t io n  of  th e  M u se u m .  They  w e re  as ke d  to ob t a in  
permiss ion  to do n a te  lo th e  M u s e u m  the  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  o ther  
object s  on exhib it ion in thei r  na t ion a l  pavi l ions .  E v e n tu a l l y  a 
su i t a b le  b u i l d i ng  w a s  se lec ted  a s  a good  c om m od io us  locat ion 
for  the  M u se u m .  P a t r ic k  Gcddes ,  who  h a d  w or ke d  v a l ia n t ly  
but  uns uc cess fu l ly  for th e  pr e se rva t io n  of  the b u i l d i n g s  of  the  
P a r i s  Expos i t ion  in 1900. a r r iv ed  in B russ e l s  a n d  s tu d i ed  the  
feas ib i l i ty  of p r o l o n g i n g  the  life of  w h a t  w e r e  e s sen t ia l ly  t e m ­
p o r a r y  bu i ld ing s .  H e  dec la red  th a t  th i s  w o u ld  in fact  be  qui te  
feas ib le  a nd  e n t h u s i a s m  m o u n te d  in the C e n t r a l  Office.  U n f o r ­
tu n a te ly  a sudd en ,  su b s t a n t i a l  fire, des t ro ye d  the g r e a t e r  par t  
of  the bu i l d in g .  The idea,  however ,  w a s  by  no m e a n s  a b a n d o n ­
ed for the M u s e u m  should  be,  its o r g a n i s e r s  decla red ,  s o m e ­
t h i n g  in d epe nden t  of p a r t i c u l a r  loca t ions .31

O n  th e  17th Octob er  a g r e a t  fillip w a s  g iven  to e f for ts  to  
es tab l i sh  the M u seu m .  The  S p a n i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  on  t h a t  d a t e  
formal l y  h a n d e d  ove r  i ts exhibi t ion  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  do c u ­
m e n t s  to  the  Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  as  the  ba s i s  for an  I n t e r ­
na t io na l  A dm in i s t r a t iv e  M us eum .  Impl ic i t  in Ihe receipt  of this 
gif t  w a s  an  u n d e r t a k i n g  by the  B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  to  see  
th a t  it w a s  su i t ab ly  housed .  The  S p a n i s h  exhibi t  w a s  in te g ra l  
to  th e  co llect ions  of  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  M u s e u m  c r e a t e d  by  th e  
C o n g r e s s  of In te rn a t io na l  Assoc ia t i ons  a n d  it s eems th a t  
official p ro tec t ion  of a p a r t  ex tended  pro tec t ion  to the whole .  In 
th i s  s o m e w h a t  indi rec t  way .  the  w ho le  of  the In te rn a t io n a l  
M u s e u m  c a m e  to  h a v e  so m e  official s t a n d in g .  The  go v e rn m en t  
g a v e  the  C en t r a l  Office permiss ion  to re ta in  p a r t  of the  lef t -hand 
s ide  of the  P a l a i s  du  C in q u a n t e n a i r e  for the h o u s in g  of the 
Mu seu m.

Upon the successful  conc lus ion  of the n e g o t i a t i o n s  be tween  
the  S p a n i s h  a n d  Be lg ian  g o v e rn m e n t s ,  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  M u ­
s e u m  issued  its ge ne ra l  c a ta lo g .32 At  thi s  t ime  special  c a t a ­
logs w e re  a l s o  i s sued for  the  sect ion  on  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  doc­
um e n ta t i o n .33 and  for a n o th e r  sect ion,  the In te rn a t i o n a l  H i g h ­
w a y  M u se u m ,  which w a s  com pos ed  of a se r ie s  of exhibi ts  a s ­
se mb led  for the  second In te rn a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  C o n g r e s s  a n d  
d o n a te d  to the In te rn a t i o n a l  M u seu m .34 A ve rs io n  of the  g e n e ­
ral  c a t a l o g  w a s  i s sued  in E s p e r a n to .35 A n u m b e r  of  E s p e r a n ­
to e n th u s i a s t s  a t t ended  the  v a r io u s  co n g re s s e s  a t  the  1910 E x ­
posi t ion.  Indeed ,  a  C e n t r a l  E s p e r a n t o  Office w a s  se t  up  as  
p a r t  of the  C en te r  of In te rn a t iona l  In s t i tu t io ns  for  the per iod
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of the Expos i t ion,  and  su p p le m e n t s  in E s p e r a n t o  w e r e  publ i shed  
to  the  R e v u e  in te rn a tio n a le  d e s  congrès e t c o h éren ces ,* ' 
no  do ub t  la rge ly  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  th e  supe rv is ion  of G en era l  
Seber t .

A n o th e r  In t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  he ld  o n  the  occas ion  of 
th e  U n iv e rs a l  Expo s i t ion  of B r u s s e l s  w a s  t h a t  for  A cco u n t in g  
Sc iences .  O t l e t  ha d  been  in te res ted  in a c coun tanc y  for some 
t ime,  r e g a r d i n g  it a l m o s t  as  a n  a sp e c t  of a d m in is t r a t iv e  docu ­
men ta t io n .  Two  very  ear ly  a r t ic les  of h i s  dea l  wi th  as pec ts  of 
the  subjec t .37 Nor  w a s  he a s t r a n g e r  to the  a c tu a l  p rac t ice  of 
a c c o u n ta n cy  a s  h i s  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  his f a th er ’s  a f fa i r s  a nd  those  
of  Ot le t  F rè re s  a m p ly  testify.

E a r l y  in 1910 Ot le t  app ro a c h e d  J. Dumon,  the Se c re ta ry  
G e n e r a l  of the  Be lg ia n  A cadem ic  Soc ie ty for  A cco u n ta n c y  ( S o ­
ciété A c adém iq ue  de C om p ta b i l i t é  de  Belgique) w i t h  p ro p o sa ls  
for co -opera t ion  be tween  it a n d  the  IIB.  P a r t i cu l a r ly ,  lie hoped 
to  be  ab le  to p a r t ic ip a te  in the  In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  for 
A c c o u n t in g  Sc iences  be in g  sponso red  by the  Soc ie ty  la te r  in 
the  year  a t  the  Expos i t ion  of Brusse l s ,  to d i scu ss  the  problem 
of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  do cu m en ta t i o n  a n d  its connec t ion  wi th  ac ­
cou n ta n cy .  H e  w a s  m a d e  a n  h o n o r a r y  m e m b e r  of  the  Society 
a n d  w a s  inv i ted to form a n d  become P r e s i d e n t  of a d o c u m e n t a ­
t ion  sec t ion  in th e  C o n g r e s s  which c re a te d  an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  
Assoc ia t ion  for  Accountancy .  Ot le t  w a s  in formed t h a t  the  C e n ­
t ra l  Office of In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i tu t io ns  wou ld  become the  sea t  
of  the H e a d q u a r t e r s  of  this  Assoc ia t ion  and  t h a t  the  new Asso­
c ia t ion  w o u ld  se t  abo u t  fo rm in g  wi th in the I IB a «Cent ra l  
Office of  D o cum ent a t i on  in M a t t e r s  of  A ccount ing» .38

Th e  D o c u m e n ta t i o n  Sec tion  of the C o n g r e s s  a t  its m e e t ­
in g s  on the 20 th a nd  21st  A u g u s t  1910 reso lved  tha t:

1. A bod y  of ru les  fo r a d m in is tra tiv e  d o cu m en ta tio n  —  th is expression  
c o m p ris in g  a cco u n tin g  d o cu m en ts  a s  w ell a s  a ll th e  o th e r docum ents 
o f a com m erc ial o rg a n is a tio n  —  should  be  fo rm u la ted ;
2. A ccoun tancy  should  tak e  th e  in itia tiv e  in fo rm u la tin g  these  ru les  
and  fo r th e  sound  o rg a n is a tio n  of d o cu m en tation ;
3. The s tu d y  of a d m in is tra tiv e  do cu m en latio n  should  be p a r t  of th a t 
fo r  d o cu m en ta tio n  in g e n e ra l and  p a rticu la rly  fo r  th e  docu m en ta tio n  
of a d m in is tra tiv e  o rg a n isa tio n s , w hich w a s  th e  su b jec t o f a cCode 
of O rg a n isa tio n »  In th e  recen t C o n g re ss  o f A d m in is tra tiv e  Sciences;
4. All ru le s  re la tiv e  to  th is  shou ld  be  co ndensed  a n d  co -o rd ina ted  
in  a s im ila r code.39

I t  w a s  dec ided t h a t  a Second C o n g r e s s  of A cc o u n t i n g  S c i e n ­
ces  would  be  held a t  Ch a r l e ro i  in A u g u s t  1911 ( thoug h it wa s  
in fact  pos tp one d  unti l  S e p te m b e r ) .  Ot le t  w a s  invi ted to become 
P re s id e n t  of the  Co ngres s .  H e  w a s  a l s o  asked  to  preside 
ove r  the  do cu m en ta t i o n  sect ion once  a ga in .  Th e  p r o g r a m  of 
th i s  sec t ion  bore  h i s  m a r k  a n d  t h a t  of the  C o n g r e s s  of  the 
p re ced in g  year .  The  fol lowing su b je c ts  w e re  p u t  on  the a g e n d a  
for d iscussion :
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1. C ode  of ru les  fo r a d m in is tra tiv e  d o cu m en tation ;
2. S chem as and  d iag ra m s a s  a m eans lor g rap h ica lly  re p re se n tin g  
a cco u n tin g  phenom ena a n d  of c h a ra c te ris in g  th e  m echanism  oT 
accoun ts and  th e ir functions;
3. The c rea tio n  o l a C en tra l O ffice of D ocum en tation  in  M a tte rs  
R e la tin g  to  Accountancy.-*0

A  «Code» for a c cou n ta ncy  w a s  d r a w n  up, p r e s u m a b ly  a t  the 
I IB,  to fulfil the  requ i r em en ts  laid down in 1910. I ts sec t ions  
were  c lose ly re la ted  to the «C ode  for the O r g a n i s a t i o n  of A d ­
mi ni s t r a t i ve  D ocum en ta t io n» ,  no w given the  ac ro n y m  CODA.  
In m a n y  in s ta n c e s  re fe rences  w e re  m a d e  to se c t i ons  of the 
C O D A  wi th ou t  s u p p o r t i n g  text  a l t hough  the sec t ions  on  ac­
c o u n ta n c y  a n d  the va lu e  of  the  Decimal  Cl ass i f ica t ion  in a d m i ­
n i s t ra t iv e  do cu m en ta t i o n  w e re  s u b s ta n t i v e  a n d  to s om e  ex tent  
new.41

O t l e t ’s in te res t  in a c cou n ta ncy  cont inued .  H e  w a s  m ade  
P re s id e n t  of  the B e lg ia n  Academic  Soc ie ty for Ac cou nt anc y  la te r  
in 1910, a n d  cont inued  for some yea rs  to be o ne  of the  Bel ­
g ia n  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  on the Council  of the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  A s s o ­
c ia t ion  for Ac cou n ta ncy  w hic h  had  been set  up in 1910. This 
w a s  formal ly  a ff i l i ated  wi th  th e  IIB.  Indeed ,  a no t e  to this 
e f fec t  a p p e a r e d  on  the  A ssoc i a t ion ' s  le t te r head  as  l a t e  as 
1927.«

F o r  Ot le t  a n d  La F on ta in e ,  however ,  this year  of confe r ­
ences  cu lm in a te d  in th a t  for b ib l iog raphy  a nd  do cum en ta t io n  
held f rom the  25th to t h e  27th A u g u s t  1910. In the  pr e l i min ary  
d oc um en ts  p repa red  for the In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  of Bib l iog­
r a p h y  a nd  Docu m en ta t io n ,  a s  it w a s  now cal led,  w h a t  w as  
to be a p e r m a n e n t  p r o g r a m  for future  m e e t i n g s  w a s  set  out.  
This  refe rred  expl ici t ly to the w o rk  of o ther  co n g re s s e s  ha v in g  
s om e  interes t  in e le m ent s  of b ib l iography  a nd  d o c u m e n t a ­
tion: those  of  publ ishers,  l ib r a r ia n s  and  a rch iv is t s ,  a n d  those  
for copyr igh t ,  for p h o t o g r a p h y  a nd  for the a d m in is t r a t i v e  
sciences.  The  In te rn a t io na l  C o n g r e s s  for B ib l io g ra ph y  and  D oc u­
m en ta t i o n  wou ld  not  enc ro ach  on any  specia l  interes ts :

It w ill t ry  to  co -o rd in a te  th e ir achievem ent acco rd in g  to  th e  d esid era ta  
of th e  g en era l o rg a n isa tio n  w hich m ust be g iven  docu m en ta tio n , an  
o rg a n isa tio n  p e rm ittin g  m ore m ethod ica l p ro d u c tio n  of books, m ore 
o rd e rly  collection  of th em , m ore com plete  c a ta lo g in g  of them , th e  in ­
te g ra tio n  of th e ir e lem en ts  in to  m ore  sy s tem atic  a ssem b lag es , their 
m ore ex tended  use.”

The specif ic p r o g r a m  of the 1910 C o n g r e s s  dea l t  with four 
m a jo r  a r e a s  of  s tu dy:  the  presen t  s t a t e  of  b ib l iog raphi ca l  o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the  wor ld ,  the probl ems a n d  poss ib il i ­
t ies of  co-opera t ion  and  co-ord ina t io n  of d o c u m e n t a r y  work,  
the prob lems  pa r t i cu l a r ly  a sso c i a t ed  wi th  a n  in te r na t io na l  
c a t a l o g i n g  code  and  the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  and  f inally,  the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  of an  in te rn a t i o n a l  d o c u m e n ta r y  un ion .44

The  d o c u m e n ts  of  the  co n g r e s s  were  m a n y  a n d  diverse.
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O n e  of the  mos t  in te r e s t i n g  w a s  a pape r  by B. Iwinsk i.  This 
c a r r ie d  on O t l e t ’s  ear l ie r  s tu d ie s  on the s t a t i s t i c s  of p r in t i n g  
in re la t ion  to the poten t ia l  s ize of the R B U  a n d  w a s  specif i­
c a l l y  comm iss ion ed  by the I IB a n d  c o nduc te d  on  a p la n  laid 
down by  it.45 It is a ca refu l ly  sy s te m a t i s ed  col la t ion  of f ig­
u r e s  about  books a n d  period ical  p roduct ion  th ro u g h o u t  the 
wor ld  since the invent ion  of  p r in t ing .  F ar  more  im po r t an t ,  how­
ever ,  because  re la t in g  d irect ly to « the  des ide ra ta  of the g e n ­
era l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  which  m u s t  be g iven  do cum en ta t io n»  were 
the  four «Codes»  a l r e a d y  men t ioned ,  a «Genera l  C o d e  for the 
O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Bib l io g ra ph y  and  D oc um en ta t io n» ,  a n d  the 
de t a i led  e l abo ra t io n  of  p a r t s  of  thi s  which  h a d  been adop ted  
by  the sec t ions  for D oc u m en ta t i o n  of the re l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t ­
ional  c o n g r e s e s  ear l ie r  in the  year.  The  «Gene ra l  Code»  w a s  
descr ibed  in thi s  way :

All the re so lu tio n s  co n cern in g  b ib lio g rap h y  and  docu m en ta tio n  taken 
in  a ll co n g resses , w h a tev e r th ey  m ay  be, nav e  been b ro u g h t to g e th e r 
a n d  a n a ly sed ; sim ila rly , a ll th e  w o rk s on th is subject hav e  been 
stu d ied , to g e th e r w ith  p resen tly  ex is tin g  services. F rom  th is  w ork the 
p rinc ip les  of good docu m en ta tio n , of th e  p ro p er o rg a n isa tio n  o l bib­
lio g rap h y , have been  ex trac ted  and  co -o rd in a ted  in th e  form  of a Code. 
T he goal to  be  follow ed by a ll those  w ho a re  concerned  w ith  these 
m a tte rs  is to  app ly  th e  p rincip les fo rm u la ted , and  to  s tr iv e  to  reach 
th e  ideal described in  th e  78 p a g es  of th e  C ode. 40

The w o rk  of the C o n g r e s s  w a s  so m e th in g  of an an ti -c l imax 
a n d  inconc lus ive  in its ou tcome.  S o m e  of i ts re so lu t ions  c la r i ­
fied or  b ro u g h t  to a n  a nnou nc ed  point  logical  ex tens i ons  to 
O t l e t ’s  t h in k in g  abou t  d oc um en ta t io n .  It w a s  resolved,  for 
ex am ple ,  th a t  «ali in fo rmat ion  abo ut  b ib l io gr aph y  a nd  docu ­
m e n ta t i o n  shou ld  be co -o rd ina ted ,  a n d  a d is t inc t  b r a n d  of 
s tu dy  c rea ted» ,  and  t h a t  the  t e r m in o lo gy  of this n e w  disc ip line  
shoul d  be s t a n d a r d i s e d ,  care fu l l y  def ined a nd  a d ic t ionary  for 
it publ ished.  And  a few m o n th s  la te r  one f inds Ot le t  e x p o u n d ­
ing thi s  sub jec t  in a n  a d d r e s s  to the School  of Ad van ced  S o ­
c ia l  S tu d ie s  in P a r i s  a s  p a r t  of  a se r ies  of l ec tures  on  mode rn  
l ib ra r ies .47 a sub jec t  he h a d  f irst  ra i se d  a n d  dea l t  w i t h  s y s ­
tem a t ic a l ly  in I903.48 An ot her  reso lu t ion of the  C o n g r e s s  w as  
th a t  an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  School  for the  Book shou ld  be  c re a te d  at  
the  I IB.  N o t h i n g  a p p e a r s  to have  come of thi s  unt i l  Ot le t  h i m ­
self  in the 1920's se t  about  g iv in g  purely  local cou rse s  in Bel­
g i u m  in do cu m en ta t io n  a n d  l i b r a r i ans h ip ,  for the  l a t te r  of 
which  he  publ ished  a « c ra m m e r»  in co l labora t i on  wi th  Léon 
W o u t e r s .49

A p a r t  from this,  the  impor tanc e  of  the Decimal  Class if ica t ion 
w a s  a g a i n  s t re ssed ,  a s  w a s  the  need  for the in v a r ia b le  u se  of 
the s t a n d a r d  c a t a l o g  c a r d  ( 7 5 X 1 2 5  mm)  for all b ib l io g r a p h ­
ical purposes .  The  necessi ty  for a s s i s t i n g  the R B U  to wards  
monol i th ic  perfec tion  in v a r io u s  fami l i a r  w a y s  w a s  reaf f i rmed.  
The  C o n g r e s s  reso lved  to  appo in t  a co mm iss io n  to  d r a w  up  a
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s t a n d a r d  in te rna t io na l  c a t a l o g i n g  code b a s e d  on the Anglo-  
A m e r i c a n  Code,60 a nd  th e  necess i ty  for  the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  thi s  
wi t h  the a pp rova l  and  p a r t i c ip a t io n  of  l i b r a r i a n s  w a s  s t ressed ,  
so  th a t  th e r e  w o u ld  be on ly  on e  co m m o n ly  accepted  code  for 
a ll  b ib l iog raph ica l  purposes .  It w a s  a l so  resolved to ap poi n t  
a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  commi ss ion  to cont ro l  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  the  
fur ther  deve lop men t  of the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  Nat iona l  r ep ­
r e se n ta t i ves  a n d  re p re se n ta t i v es  f rom in te rn a t io na l  bodies  for 
su b jec t  d i sc ipl ines w e r e  to be ap p o in te d  to  th i s  com mi ss i on .  It 
a p p e a r s  t h a t  ne i ther  comm iss ion  w a s  appo in te d .  Th e  Decimal  
Class i f ica t ion ,  cer ta in ly ,  l a n g u is h e d  sad ly ,  be c o m in g  m o re  a nd  
m o re  ou t  of  da te  unt i l  de te rmine d  e ffor ts  ac tu a l l y  to produce  
suc h  a commiss ion  a n d  m a k e  it work ,  w e re  m a d e  by the  Dutch  
r ep re se n ta t iv es  of  the  I IB af te r  the  F i r s t  W o r ld  W ar .  The  va lu e  
of th e  «G ene ra l  Code»  a n d  i ts specia l  e la b o ra t i o n s  in p a r t i c u ­
la r  a r e a s  w a s  formal ly  recogn ise d  a t  the  Conference ,  a n d  it 
w a s  observed  t h a t  «it is des i r ab le  con t i n u a l l y  to develop this 
C o d e  theore t ica l ly  and  prac t ica l ly ,  so t h a t  it c a n  be of u se  for 
the  w o rk  of success ive  se ss i ons  of  the  C o n g r e s s  and  incor po ­
r a t e  the ir  resolu tions» .  In point  of fact,  no  deve lo pme n ts  a p ­
pear  to h a v e  been m a d e  to the  Code ,  except  to th a t  for A d m i n ­
i s t ra t iv e  Doc um ent a t io n ,  and  no  fu r ther  s e ss io n s  of the C o n ­
g re ss  took p lace  unt i l  a f t e r  the  W ar .

N ot h in g  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  been dec ided  ab ou t  t h e  Union  
for Doc u m en ta t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  di rec t ly in l igh t  of  the re jec t ions  
a n d  lack of  official e n t h u s i a s m  of the  s t a te s  repor ted  to the  
I IB in 1909 by  the Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t .  C e r t a in  c h a n g e s  were 
foreseen in the  s t ru c tu re  of  the  I IB a s  a r e s u l t  of  a t t e m p t s  to  
involve  official re p re se n ta t i o n  with in it. B ut  for  the  m o m e n t  
a t t e m p t s  ac tu a l l y  to ach ieve  a d o c u m e n t a r y  un ion  of  g o v e r n ­
m e n ts  seemed to h a v e  lapsed  to  be  ta ken  up  a g a i n  on ly  a f te r  
th e  W a r  w he n  the  for ma t io n  of  v a r io u s  scient i fic  un io n s  and  
the i r  aff i l ia t ion  to an  In t e rn a t io n a l  Research  Counci l  g a v e  
Ot le t  a push  to a t t e m p t  once m o re  to do  the s a m e  for d o c u m e n ­
ta t ion .  Now,  however,  as  a re su l t  of  the  lapse  of  the  idea of  a 
D o c u m e n t a r y  U nio n  of G ov e rn m e n t s ,  the  idea of a p e rm a n e n t  
C o n g r e s s  of  Bib l iog ra ph y  a nd  D o c u m e n ta t i o n  re la ted  to  the  
C o n g r e s s  of I n te r n a t io n a l  Assoc ia t ions ,  a nd  the par t i c ipa t ion  
of the  I IB in the  C e n t r a l  Office of  In t e rn a t io n a l  Ins t i tu t ion s  
a n d  the In te rn a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  b e c a m e  p a r a m o u n t .  The  C o n ­
ference resolved th a t

th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of th e  IIB  sh o u ld  be e n la rg ed  to  com prise  re p re ­
se n ta tiv es  o f th e  S ta te s , o f reg io n a l a n d  n a tio n a l in te re s ts  a n d  of the 
d iverse  sc ien tific  spec ia lities. I t  sh o u ld  becom e a m ore  and  m ore  in te r­
n a tio n a l and  in te rsc len tific  fed era tio n  fo r th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of th e  Book 
and D o cu m en tation , sa fe g u a rd in g  th e  u n ifica tio n  of m eth o d s and 
c o n s titu tin g  c en tra l co llections. The In s t i tu te  sh o u ld  therefo re  be  the 
executive  body of th e  C o n g re ss  of B ib lio g rap h y  a n d  D ocum entation , 
ln e  la t te r  should  ho ld  re g u la r  sess io n s on th e  b asis o f th e  p re sen t
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re g u la tio n s  d ra w n  up for th e  1910 C o n g re ss  a n d  w ith  the sam e 
g e n e ra l p ro g ram .
The o rg a n is in g  com m ittee  o f th e  C o n g re ss  w ill rem a in  in  office, com ­
pleted by  Ihe h ead s o f fo re ign  d e le g a tio n s  w ith  r ig h t o f rep resen ta tio n  
for co u n tries  a n d  d isc ip lines n o t now  re p re se n te d ... I t  sh o u ld  fo rm ula te  
a d ra l t  rev is ion  of the s ta tu te s  o f th e  In s titu te , en co u rag e  th e  fo r­
m a tio n  of g ro u p s  to  ac t a s  n a tio n a l com m ittees, a n d  develop affilia ­
tio n s  w ith  in te rn a tio n a l in s titu tes .
T he C o n g ress  hopes to  see rea lised  th e  p ro jec t to  cede one  of the 
H a lls  of th e  E xposition  of B ru sse ls  to  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk  so  th a t the
b u reau x  of th e  in te rn a tio n a l co n g resses , th e  se c re ta r ia ts  o i th e  in te r ­
n a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s , an  In te rn a tio n a l M useum , a n d  th e  serv ices and 
co llections of u n iv ersa l docu m en ta tio n  can  be g ro u p ed  to g e th e r in  a 
g re a t  w orld  in stitu tion .*1

It s e e m s  c le a r  f rom th i s  t h a t  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  in t h e  s t r u c ­
t u r e  of  the  I IB w e re  e n v is a g e d  so t h a t  it m i g h t  conform to a 
c o m m o n  pa t te rn  of in te rn a t i o n a l  assoc ia t ion ,  th e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
w hic h  h a d  been s t ud ie d  by Otle t ,  La F o n ta in e  a n d  V a n  O v e r ­
be r g h  in thei r  en qu i ry  into i n te r n a t i o n a l  as soc ia t ions .  This  w a s  
th e  p e r m a n e n t  C o n g r e s s  in l ieu of  t h e  official  U nio n  which h ad  
been  th e  ini t ial  a im.  T h e  new  s t r uc tu re ,  in co rp o ra t i n g  or  at  
l e as t  c lose ly r e l a t i n g  so  m a n y  ne w e lement s ,  w oul d  h a v e  been 
qui te  re m a r k a b l e  h a d  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  been able  to 
m ake  it work.  The  I IB in 1910, had  new s t a t u t e s  been in t ro­
duced  a n d  the com m is s io ns  for c a t a l o g i n g  a n d  the Decimal  C l a s ­
s i f ica t ion  se t  up, w ou ld  h a v e  become a n  I n te r n a t io n a l  F e d e r a ­
tion for Docum en ta t io n ,  a n  o rg a n i s a t i o n  ac tua l ly  rea l ised 
n e a r ly  thir ty  yea rs  la te r  on ly  a f te r  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  a n d  a  series  
of  s low bu t  qu i te  revo lu t i o n a ry  t r a n s fo rm a t i o n s .  In 1910, how ­
ever ,  the  ne w I IB e n v is a g e d  by Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e  was  
rea l ly  on ly  a p ious  hope  for the focus of the ir  a t te n t io n  had 
sh i f ted  from docum en ta t io n  to in te rn a t i o n a l i sm .  In  O t l e t ’s 
t h in k in g  do cum en ta t io n  w a s  a l w a y s  cen t ra l ,  a s t a r t i n g  point ,  a 
po in t  of r e tu rn  b ecau se  of  i ts  fusion in s o m e  inexpl icably  f a s ­
c i n a t i n g  w a y  wi th kno wled ge .  B u t  n o w  he  be lieved the  IIB 
w a s  a founda t io n  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to s u p p o r t  the  g i g an t i c  new  
a n d  e x p a n d i n g  s t ru c tu re  he  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  w e re  in the  pr o ­
cess  of c r ea t in g .  True ,  he s a w  m o m e n t a r i l y  a t  the  outse t  the 
n e e d  to  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  foundat ion  but  soon all h i s  a t ten t ion 
a n d  h is  en e rg ie s  be cam e  abs or be d  by building.

The  r e la t io ns h ip  of Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  to each o ther  
in al l  of  th i s  is in te re s t ing .  I t  is a l m o s t  impo ss i b l e  to  d i s t i n ­
gu is h  the ir  co n t r ib u t i o n s  a nd  the ir  n a m e s  m u s t  a l w a y s  he l ink­
ed in these  ventures .  Neve r the less ,  in s om e  w a y s  it a p p e a rs  
th a t  Ot le t  w a s  the  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  f i gu re  p e r h a p s  on ly  because  
his h a n d  is m o r e  visible.  It w a s  h i s  pen th a t  pu t  to pa pe r  most  
of the  r a t io n a l i s a t i o n s  for  the I IB a n d  w h a t  w a s  soon  g e n ­
era l ly  ca l led the Union of In te rn a t i o n a l  Assoc i a t i ons  (Ul A) ,  
s ig n e d  the co r r espond en ce  to Be lg ian  min is t e r s ,  a p p e a re d  mos t  
f r equ ent ly  in the  b ib l io g ra ph y  of  the  p u b l ic a t io ns  of  the IIB
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a n d  UIA.  A lw a y s  La  F o n t a i n e  w a s  a t  h i s  shou lder ,  in f lue nc ing ,  
p e r h a p s  s h a p i n g  h is  ideas ,  j o i n i n g  his n a m e  to  c ruc ia l  c o r r e s ­
pondence ,  pe nc i l l i n g  in cor rec t ions  to im p o r t a n t  l et te rs ,  u n ­
d e r t a k i n g  large,  specific,  of ten ted iou s  tasks .  This  becomes  p a r ­
t icu la r ly  c le a r  a f te r  the W a r  w he n  La F o n t a i n e  s eems to  h a v e  
a s s u m e d  th e  m a j o r  respons ib i l i ty  for t h e  comp i la t io n  of th e  
C ode des V oeux  for  th e  L e a g u e  of N a t io n s  a n d  the  p r e p a r a t i o n  
of  the index lo t h e  second  ed i t ion  of the U n iv e r sa l  Dec imal  
Class i f ica t ion .  Never the less ,  mos t  of the r u n n i n g  of  th in gs ,  the 
im p e tu s  for deve lo pm en t  a n d  la te r  the  s u f f e r i n g  of th e  a n ­
g ui sh  of  fa i lure  w e re  O t l e t ’s. La F o n ta in e  w a s  abs or bed  by  his 
dut ies  in the Sen a te ,  w a s  s p r e a d  a l i t t le  thinly a c ro ss  his 
wider  ra n g e  of in te rn a t i o n a l i s t  in te res t s ,  w a s  free of  the o b s e s ­
sion th a t  ha d  b e g u n  to g r o w  s t r o n g e r  in Ot le t  t h ro u g h  th e  
years .

T H E  PA LA IS M ONDIAL

The cons o l id a t io n  a n d  deve lop men t  of the  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  
of Ot le t  a nd  La F o n t a i n e ’s w o rk  af te r  th e  Universal  Expos i ­
t ion of 1910 w a s  rap id .  Very  quickly the a p p a r e n t l y  d ive rse  e le ­
m e n ts  were  r a t io na l i s ed  to s h o w  how they  formed a n  i n te g r a ­
ted  whole.  In 1911, for ex am p le  a brief  account  of  th e  C e n t r a l  
Office of  In te rn a t io na l  Ins t i tu t io ns  w a s  pub l i shed  which d es ­
cribed its compos i t ion ,  se rv ices  a n d  work.  A  p la te  s h o w s  p la ns  
for the  c rea t i on  of  a g r a n d i o s e  b u i ld in g  to h o u s e  the  Office,  
a P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  The  se rv ices  which th e  C e n t r a l  Office w a s  
of fe r ing  or  ab ou t  to  offer  we re  s u m m a r i s e d  thus :

1. M an ag em en t o f A ssocia tions a n d  C o n g re sse s
R e la tio n s be tw een  th e  in te rn a tio n a l A ssocia tions
S tu d y  of q u estio n s o f com m on in te res t
C reation  of o rg a n is a tio n s  of g en era l in te res t
C a rry in g  ou t o f the decisions and  p re p ara tio n  of th e  W orld
C o n g ress
P a rtic ip a tio n  in Special in te rn a tio n a l co n g resses 
O rg a n isa tio n  of in te rn a tio n a l in s tru c tio n

2. M an ag em en t o f P u b lica tio n s
A n n u a l of In te rn a tio n a l Life 
Review  of In te rn a tio n a l Life 
C o-o rd in a ted  lis t o f th e  re so lu tio n s  o f co n g resses

3. M an ag em en t of docu m en ta tio n
L ib rary  of In te rn a tio n a lism  
U niv ersa l R epertory  of D o cum en tation  
U niversal E ncycloped ia  
In te rn a tio n a l .Museum

4. M an ag em en t o f g en era l services
B ook-se lling  serv ice  
E d ito ria l serv ices.”

Of all of  Ihese se rv ices  the m o s t  c lea r ly  la ck i ng  w a s  the 
R ev iew  o f In te rn a tio n a l L ife  (R e v u e  de  la Vie In te r n a tio n a le ) . 
All of  the o ther s  except  p e r h a p s  th a t  for in te rn a t io na l  i n s t r uc ­
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t ion,  w e re  now  be in g  ca r r ie d  ou t  in some form or  a n o th e r ,  
ho w ev e r  r u d im e n ta ry .  E a r ly  in 1911 La F o n ta in e  app ro a c h e d  
the C a r n e g i e  E n d o w m e n t  for In te rn a t i o n a l  Peace  for f inancial  
su p p o r t  for Ihe In te rn a t io na l  P e a c e  B u r e a u  a t  B e r n e  of which  
he  w a s  pres ident  a n d  for the  Union of In te rn a t i o n a l  Assoc i ­
a t ions .  The  con ju nc t io n  of the  two,  the  c a s e  for each se t  out  as  
conv in c in g ly  as  possible ,  s u g g e s t  a divis ion in La F o nt a in e ' s  
a l leg iance.  Too  m uc h  can  be m a d e  of this. An im p o r ta n t  q u e s ­
tion ra i sed to the C a r n e g i e  E n d o w m e n t  w a s  the  possibi l i ty  of 
t r a n s fe r r in g  the In te rn a t io na l  P e a c e  B u r e a u  to Br us se l s ,  a move  
in i t ia l ly  su p p o r te d  by  La F on ta in e  a n d  by the E n d o w m e n t  which  
su g g e s t e d  t h a t  «a  l a r g e r  s u m  of m o n e y  could  prof i tab ly  be  
s pe n t  by thi s  B u r e a u  wi th  B ru ss e l s  a s  its c e n t e r  than  at 
Berne» .53 Th e  Counci l  of the Bureau ,  however,  recommended  
a g a i n s t  removal .

La  F o n t a i n e ’s  let te r co n c e rn in g  the ULA w a s  described  as 
a n  « imp ress i ve  a n d  pe r su as i ve  document» .  I t  is in te r e s t in g  to 
see ref lected in the  E n d o w m e n t  repor t  the a ims ,  hopes  a n d  the 
ac com pl i s hm ent s  th a t  the B e lg i a n s  bel ieved they h ad  a l re ady  
achieved  in the  C en t r a l  Office. I t  w a s  described  as

la rg e ly  th e  p e rso n a l c rea tio n  o f M . H enri La F o n ta in e ... It Is a s  yet 
l it t le  m ore th an  an  am bitious, finely  conceived p ro jec t The scope of 
i ts  p roposed  ac tiv ities  fits  in  exce llen tly  w ith  th a t  of th e  B ureau 
In te rn a tio n a l de  la  Paix  a n d  w ith  th a t of th e  In te rn a tio n a l P a r lia m en ­
ta ry  U nion  w hich h a s  its  sea t in  B ru ssels, a n d  su p p lem en ts  them  ... 
T he O ffice  C e n tra l w a s  o rg a n ised  in 1907, d u rin g  th e  Second Peace  
C onference. The idea seem s to  hav e  been su g g e ste d  by th e  u se fu lness 
of M r. F rie d 's  a n n u a l volum e in the form of a n  encycloped ia  o r book 
of re ference  of the peace  m ovem ent. The p u rposes of th e  Office 
C en tra l a re  lo  develop the sp irit of in te rn a tio n a lism , to  aid  ind iv i­
d u a l n a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  and  im prove th e ir efficiency, and  to  c rea te  
in each  se p a ra te  co u n try  a cen ter of in te rn a tio n a l in te re s t w ith  
w hich th e  O ffice C en tra l a t  B ru sse ls  sha ll be in close c o rre sp o n d e n c e .. 
The a im s of th e  O ffice C e n tra l a re  w holly  co n stru c tiv e  and  su g g estiv e . 
It will seek to  se ize  upon the g ro w in g  in te rn a tio n a l m ovem ent 
a s  exh ib ited  in in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  of every  kind, and  to  de­
velop a n d  sy s tem atise  it. In  th e  w o rd s o f M. La F o n ta in e , « in te rn a ­
tio n a lism  m u st be  m ade  conscious*.
If enab led  to  do  so , the O ffice C e n tra l  p roposes to  send  d e le g a te s  to  
all specia l in te rn a tio n a l c o n g resses  in o rd e r to  em p hasise  th e  in te r ­
n a tio n a l in fluence  and  re su lts  of such  m ee tin g s ; lo  a ss is t c e r ta in  a s so ­
c ia tio n s  th a t a re  in te rn a tio n a l in c h arac te r, w hich if so  a ided, w ould 
w o rk  m ore  effectively ; to  develop w h a t is  called  in te rn a tio n a l docum en­
ta tio n , a n d  to  g iv e  such  docum en ts a p e rm an en t and  sy s tem atic  
c h a ra c te r ...
A lready  the O fiice  C e n tra l on  very  m eag re  resources has been able 
to  pub lish  the helpful A n n u a ire  d e  la Vie In te r n a tio n a le ... The nex t 
volum e of th is  A n n u a ire  will co n ta in  not less th an  1500 p ag es . The 
e n tire  co s t of p u b lish in g  th e  ed ition  for 1908— 1909 w a s 15,000 francs 
The O ffice C e n tra l a lso  o rg a n ised  th e  f irs t  W o rld 's  C onference  of 
In te rn a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n s .. It a im s a lso  to  b r in g  to g e th e r w h a t is 
called  a n  In te rn a tio n a l .Museum fo r w hich a  sm all b e g in n in g  h a s  been 
m ad e  in  a bu ild in g  p laced a t  th e  d isp o sa l o f th e  O ffice C e n tra l  b y  
th e  B e lg ian  governm ent.* '
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A l th o u g h  this is a fa i r  s u m m a r y ,  it is p roba b ly  no t  qui te  
t rue  to s a y  t h a t  the UlA w a s  « la rge ly  the  pe rso na l  c rea t ion»  of 
H e n r i  La F o n ta in e ,  t h ough this  is, no  doubt ,  a n  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  
in fe rence from h is  a u th or sh ip  of the le t te r  a n d  r e p o r t  to  the 
C a r n e g i e  En d o w m en t .  The  «sma l l  be g in n in g »  of the I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  M u s e u m  refer red  to in the r epor t  w a s  to the q u a r t e r s  in 
th e  P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  prov ide d  by  the  g o v e r n m e n t  for 
the p e r m a n e n t  p r e s e rv a t i o n  of some of the exhibi t ion  g a th e r e d  
to g e th e r  by the  C ent ra l  Office for  its 1910 C o n g r e s s  b u t  above  
all for  the exhibi t ion  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  do nat ed  
to  B e lg iu m  by the S p a n i s h  gov e rn m en t .

La F o n t a i n e  w a s  successfu l  in his a p p ro a c h  lo the C a r n e ­
g ie  E n d o w m e n t  for I n te r n a t io n a l  P e a c e  which  h a d  s e t  up  E u r o ­
pean  Adv isory  Counci l  in P a r i s  in 1912. Th e  C e n t r a l  Office 
w a s  g r a n t e d  $ 7,500 for the  f irst  ha l f  of 1912, a n d  s  15,000 for 
the  fiscal year  1912/13. The  s a m e  su m w a s  a l lowed for 1913/14 
a n d  a b u d g e t  p r epa red  a t  the E n d o w m e n t ’s E u r o p e a n  Office for 
1914/15.55 The  C e n t r a l  Office ac tu a l ly  received s u bv ent io ns  
unti l  the  f irst  q u a r t e r  of 1914 w hen the o u tb r e a k  of  w a r  i n t e r r u p ­
ted i ts work.  T h o u g h  th e  E n d o w m e n t  se em ed r e a d y  to con t in ue  
to  s u p p o r t  the  C e n t r a l  Office a nd  seemed im pres sed  by its 
a ch i ev em en ts  a s  se t  ou t  in the Office’s  r e g u l a r  repor t s  to the 
E n d o w m e n t , 56 no  su b se q u e n t  a t t e m p t  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  been 
m a d e  by  the  B e l g i a n s  to ob ta in  su bs id y  a f te r  the  War.

Wi th  thi s  f inanc ia l  a s s i s t a n c e  the  C ent ra l  Office became 
e x t r em e ly  act ive.  La V ie  In te rn a tio n a le  app ea re d  a t  once,  its 
first fascicule c o n t a i n i n g  a n  a r t ic le  by  La F o n t a i n e  a n d  Ot le t  
on  « In te rn a t i o n a l  Life and  e f fort s  for its o r g a n i s a t i o n » .57 The  
second A n n u a ire  de  la V ie In te rn a tio n a le  a l so  a pp ea red ,  n e a r ­
ly twice a s  l a r g e  a s  ha d  been e s t im a te d  by La  F o n ta in e  in his 
r epor t  to the C a r n e g i e  E n d o w m e n t . 58 Af te r 1912, however ,  mos t  
o f  the  w ork  a t  the C e n t r a l  Office w a s  v igo rous l y  conducted  
a l o n g  three  l ines:  the deve lop me nt  of the In te rn a t i o n a l  M u seu m ,  
the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of a second  Wor ld C o n g r e s s  of In te rn a t io na l  
Assoc ia t ions ,  a n d  the c rea t ion  of a Wor ld P a l a c e  in which could  
be  house d  toge the r  al l  the cont r ibu to ry  e le m en ts  of  the Ce n t r a l  
Office so  th a t  it could  t ru ly  become a Wor ld Cent re .  Ot le t  c on ­
s t a n t l y  pressed  Ihe g o v e r n m e n t  for s u p p o r t  in the form of m a ­
terial  for e xhib i t ion  and  for more  a nd  m o re  sp ace  in the  P a l a i s  
du Ci n q u an te n a i r e .  The  M u s e u m  w a s  now seen a s  co n s is t in g  of 
th ree  pa r t s :  a g e n e r a l  p a r t  devoted  to m a n ,  society a n d  i n t e r n a ­
t ion a l i sm g ene ra l ly ,  a par t  in which  sub jec t  sec t ions  w e re  g r o u p ­
ed, a nd  a par i  g r o u p i n g  na t ion a l  sect ions .  By 1913 the  M u ­
s e u m  occupied s ixteen  ro o m s  of the P a l a i s  d u  C in q u a n t e n a i r e  
a n d  w a s  b e i n g  v is i ted  by a l m o s t  13,000 people  a year .59 The  
M u sé e  de la P re s s e ,  which  w a s  log ica l ly  p a r t  of  the  l a r g e r  M u ­
s e u m  a n d  which h ad  g r o w n  quickly t h r o u g h  the d o na t io n  of a 
n u m b e r  of p r iv a te  col lec t ions re m a i n e d  in the  I IB offices in the
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cent er  of Br uss e l s .60 A n u m b e r  of  n e w  C a t a l o g u e s  for  the  M u ­
s eum  a s  a  w ho le  a n d  for  i ts special  sec t ions  w e re  i s sued .61 In 

1914 a Chi ld  W el fa re  sec t ion  w a s  c r ea ted  f rom a t r av e l l in g  
exhib i t  d o n a te d  to the M u s e u m .62 C on s i d e ra b le  col lect ions 
a b o u t  a e ro p la nes ,  th e  t e l e g r a p h  a n d  te lep hon es  w e re  formed 
wi t h  help t rom th e  B e lg ia n  go v er n m en t ,  and  in 1914 it w a s  
proposed  to a m a l g a m a t e  these  co llect ions a n d  e x p a n d  th e m  in­
to  a Technica l  M u s e u m .63 By 1914 a n u m b e r  of na t i o n a l  sect ions,  
(S p a in ,  Be lg i um ,  A r g e n t i n a ,  for  example)  h a d  a l so  been 
formed.

Th e  ra t i o n a l i sa t i o n  of th e  s t ru c tu re  of  the M u s e u m  a s  then 
conceived  took th is  form:

A ccord ing  to  i ts  g en era l concep tion  th e  M useum  should  com prise 
both N a tional and  C o m p ara tiv e  S ections.
In  th e  N a tional S ec tions a re  assem bled  acco rd in g  to  d idac tic  and 
sy n th e tic  m ethods, a ll possib le  o b jec ts  and  docum en ts sh o w in g  the 
g e n e ra l a sp e c ts  o f th e  v a rio u s  co u n trie s  o r  e th n ica l g ro u p s  a n d  facili­
ta t in g  c o m p ara tiv e  s tu d y : po litical a n d  soc ial o rg a n isa tio n s , n a tu ra l 
a n d  a r tis tic  w ealth , econom ical ap p liances, c iv ilisa tio n  and  cu ltu re , 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  u n iv e rsa l life, m a te ria l a n d  in te llec tu a l exchanges, 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in in te rn a tio n a l ag ree m e n ts  w h e th er o f official o r  p riv a te  
in itia tive .
The N a tional S ec tio n s w ill be o rg a n ised  by  each  g o v e rn m en t aided by 
a n  E xecu tive  C om m ittee  a n d  th e  a sso c ia tio n s  o f the co u n try . T heir 
a im  is to  rea lise  p e rm a n en tly  a t  th e  In te rn a tio n a l C en te r w h a t has 
a lre ad y  been  accom plished  tem p o rarily  a t  th e  g re a t U n iv ersa l E xhib i­
tio n s . T aken  a s  a w hole, th e  h a lls  of th e  N a tio n s S ec tions should  form 
a v a s t g eo g rap h ica l and  e th n o g rap h ica l m useum , a m useum  of the 
e a r th  a n a  m en.
T he c o m p ara tiv e  se c tio n s  o f th e  M useum  a re  form ed by  th e  In te r ­
n a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n s , a n d  each w ill there  o rg a n ise , w ith  the help 
of the U nion, th e  d id ac tic  a n d  in tu itiv e  d em o n s tra tio n  of th e  p ro g ress  
rea lised  in th e  v a rio u s  b ran ch es of sc ience and  p rac tica l ac tiv ity . It 
is  a t  th e  sam e  tim e a U n iv ersa l M useum  a n d  a T echnical, E d u ca tio n a l, 
G eo g rap h ica l, Econom ic a n d  Social M useum .
T he C o m p ara tiv e  S ec tio n s  w ill tak e  up  a ll th a t is  g en era l, u n iv ersa l 
and  re a lly  hum an : m an, his physical and  psychical b e ing , th e  place 
he  occupies am o n g s t his fe llow  m en. on  th e  p lan e t, in  th e  u n iv erse ; the 
h is to ry  of ideas, c reed s a n d  ph ilosophical sy s tem s; th e  tran s fo rm a tio n  
a n d  ac tu a l s ta le  o f the o rg a n is a tio n  of the sc iences and  th e ir app lica­
tion  co -o p era tio n  in  re sea rch  and  in  th e  d iffusion  of know ledge, the 
g u id in g  p rinc ip les  fo r in te llec tu a l and  m ate ria l w ork; the chief facts 
o f u n iv ersa l h is to ry  a n d  th e  v a rio u s  p h ases  o f c iv ilisa tio n ; the law s 
of th e  fo rm atio n  and  developm ent o f hu m an  societies; th e  m echanism  
o f  p ro d u c tio n , c ircu la tio n , a n d  d is tr ib u tio n  of w e a lth  th ro u g h o u t th e  
g lobe; lile success of the g re a t in v en tio n s, th e  s tru g g le  ag a in s t d iseases 
and  p lag u es; the g re a t u n d e rta k in g s  th a t have tran sfo rm ed  the 
hu m an  abode and  g iven  m en  p o w er o v er n a tu re ; th e  m ean s of t r a n s ­
p o rt a n d  of com m unica tion ; the im m ense developm en t o f ra ilw ays; 
the p ro g ress iv e  co n s titu tio n  of th e  g re a t tra n sco n tin en ta l ra il w av 
lines, and  by  th e  ju n c tio n s  o f these, th e  c rea tio n  of w h a t one  m igh t 
calj th e  tran sm o n d ia l sy s tem ; th e  p re sen t s ta te  o f m aritim e  t ra n s p o r­
ta tio n . in te ro cean ic  c an a ls , m aritim e  ro u tes ; the o rig in , h is to ry  and  
d iffu sio n  of th e  u n iv e rsa l p o sta l serv ice , te le g ra p h s , su b m arin e  cables, 
te lephones a n d  w ire le ss  te leg raphy .
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I t  m u st be a m useum  of th e  best ty p es  a n d  s t a n d a r d s ...
T he m useum  w ill be a w orld  in m in ia tu re , a cosm oscope a llo w in g  o n e  
to  see  a n d  u n d e rs tan d  M an, Society  and  th e  U n iv erse ; it w ill g ive  a 
v ision  of th e  fu tu re , form ed by th e  co m b in a tio n  a n d  sy n th e s is  o f a ll 
th e  fa c to rs  o f p a s t  a n d  p re sen t p ro g re ss  ...
The C o m p ara tiv e  S ec tio n s w ill becom e, in  tim e, specia l In te rn a tio n a l 
M useum s, w hich each In te rn a tio n a l A ssocia tion  w ill form  fo r i ts  ow n 
field . D ifferen t m u seu m s c rea te d  se p a ra te ly  by  In te rn a tio n a l A sso c ia ­
tio n s  hav e  a lre a d y  com bined w ith  th e  In te rn a tio n a l M useum  —  such 
a s  th e  In te rn a tio n a l A d m in is tra tiv e  M useum  and  th e  In te rn a tio n a l 
M useum  of H ighw ays.1"

This  w a s  a n  ex t r ao rd in a r i l y  am bi t iou s  p r o g r a m  for a M u ­
s eu m  ini t ial ly in s ix teen rooms.  B u t  these  w e re  to g r o w  to n e a r ­
ly a hu n d red  a f te r  the  War.  Moreover ,  the second  Wor ld  C o n ­
g r e s s  of In te rn a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t ions  w a s  such a success  a s  to 
m ake  the whole  i n te rn a t i o n a l i s t  p r o g r a m  of the  UIA a p p e a r  
not  only poss ib le  b u t  on  the po in t  of fulfi lment.

The  second C o n g r e s s  w a s  held in G hent  and  B rus se l s  from 
the 15th to the 18th of J u n e  1913. Inv i ta t io ns  were  once  a g a i n  
m a d e  by the  B e lg i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t h ro u g h  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of  
For e ig n  Affai rs .  I t s  form w a s  s im i l a r  to the f irst  C o n g r e s s  a nd  
a «Gene ra l  Repor t»  w a s  a g a i n  pr epa re d  a s  the ba s i s  of  the  
C o n g r e s s ’s  work.  Th e  n u m b e r  of a s so c ia t io ns  p a r t i c ip a t i n g  in 
the C o n g r e s s  ro se  from 137 to 169 a n d  the n u m b e r  of gove rn  
m e n t s  rose from 13 to 22. Th e  p roc eedin gs  of the C o n g r e s s  w e re  
issued in yet a n o th e r  e n o r m o u s  volume .65

A special  m e e t i n g  w a s  held be twe en  the  re p re se n ta t iv es  of 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a t  the C o n g r e s s  a n d  the  di rec tors  of the  Union  of 
In te rn a t i o n a l  Associa t ions .  «The  pu rp ose  w a s  to set  out  in some 
detai l  the co -opera t ion  th a t  the Union is reques t in g  from 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  to g a t h e r  a ny  ind ica t ions  or  s u g g e s t i o n s  which 
will inc rease  the use fu lnes s  of i ls work  to the  S ta te s . »66 The  
probl em s of lega l  s t a t u s  were  once  a g a i n  deba ted  a n d  the  q u e s ­
tion of an  In te rn a t i o n a l  Union  for Docum ent a t io n  s u d d e n ly  
resurrected .

The  C o n g r e s s  formal ly  reso lved  th a t  « th e  ge ne ra l  pu bl ic a ­
t ion of the reso lu t io ns  of the  Assoc ia t io ns  a n d  In te rna t io na l  
C o n g re ss e s»  shou ld  be unde r ta ken ,  and  the  a s so c ia t io ns  w e r e  
asked  lo in form the C ent ra l  Office of all dec is ions a n d  r e s o lu ­
t ions  taken  by  them.67 This  w a s  un d e r ta k e n  a f te r  the W a r  with 
League  of N a t i o n s  s u p p o r t  and  ca l led  C ode des Voeux. Above  
all it w a s  decided th a t

T he In te rn a tio n a l C en te r should  be developed on  the b a s is  of co-oper­
a tio n . n e u tra lity  and  p ractica l u se fu ln e s s ... on  the lines laid  dow n by 
th e  C e n tra l O ff ic e ... h e ad q u a rte rs  o f a sso c ia tio n s, lib ra ry , b ib liog raphy , 
a rch ives, m useum , s tu d y  and  teach in g , com m on bookse lling , t r a n s la ­
tive  a n d  sec re ta ria l s e rv ic e s ...
T he serv ices a n d  co llections o f the In te rn a tio n a l C en te r  sh o u ld  be 
in sta lled  in a b u ild in g  w o rth y  of th e  im p o rtan ce  of the a sso c ia tio n s 
w hich have crea ted  it by th e ir  e ffo rts , a  b u ild in g  ab le  to  becom e th e
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p o in t o f d e p a rtu re  for g ro u p s  of o th e r in te rn a tio n a l edifices (an 
In te rn a tio n a l C ity ) . It shou ld  m ake ap p ea ls  to  th is effec t for aid  
from  g o v ern m en t and  in d u s try  a s  w eli a s  th e  A ssocia tions.118

This  In te rn a t io na l  C en te r  the P a l a i s  M on dia l ,  se t  in an  
In te rn a t i o n a l  Ci ty ,  be cam e  a n  a l l - a b s o r b in g  p reoccupa t io n  of 
Otlet ' s .  A docume nt .  La B e lg iq u e  e t le  m o v e m e n t in te rn a tio n a l, 
w a s  p r e p a r e d  a t  the  C ent ra l  Office in 1913 a n d  w a s  devoted 
exc lusive ly to a r g u m e n t s  for in c rea s i ng  the  s u p p o r t  of the B e l ­
g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  the e rec t ion  of a su i ta b l e  P a l a c e  in 
B ru s se l s  for  the in te rn a t io na l  as soc ia t ions .  In sum:

The U nion  of In te rn a tio n a l A ssocia tions has asked  the B elg ian  
go v ernm en t to  accord it leg a l s ta tu s  and  to  g ra n t  it a  loan for Ihe 
b u ild in g  of a P a la is  M ondial in  o rder to  help co n stitu te  th e  In te r­
n a tio n a l C en te r a t  B ru sse ls ."

A M EA SU R E O F  SU C C ESS

The few y e a r s b e t w e e n  1910 a n d  the o u tb reak  of w a r  were  the 
ye a rs  of g r e a t e s t  success  for O t l e t  a n d  La Fon ta i ne .  The i r  o r g a ­
n is a t i o n s  f lour ished.  They  were  conf ident ly  p r e p a r i n g  for yet  a 
thi rd g r ea t  Wo r ld  C o n g r e s s  of In te rn a t io na l  Asso c i a t i ons  to be 
held in 1915 in S a n  Fra nc isco . 70 They  were  secure ,  h a p p y  and 
re lat ive ly prosperous .  Ot le t  a n d  La F o nt a in e  had  become wide ly 
kn o w n  a nd  ha d  so m e  inf luence in g o v e r n m e n t  circles.  «My dear 
P aul » ,  wr o t e  the  M in i s te r  for Sciences  a n d  Ar ts ,  «I ha s t e n  to 
g e t  a f te r  my co l league  for Pu b l i c  Works  to s u p p o r t  your  re ­
quest .»71 Thi s  w a s  a request  for m o re  sp a c e  in the  P a l a i s  du 
C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  for the In te rn a t io na l  M use um .  In 1911 Ot le t  
w a s  c re a te d  a C o m m a n d e r  in the Civil  O r d e r  of Al fonso  XII.  
The  C o m te  de Torre-Velez ,  with w hom Ot le t  h ad  worked  closely 
in the  se t t i n g  up of the S p a n i s h  d o c u m e n ta r y  exhib it ion in 
1910, h ad  s o u g h t  th is  h onour  for Ot let .  «We have  g iven  Bel­
g i u m  m o re  than  Bel g ium  h a s  g iv en  us  for a change» ,  
he w ro te  s o m e w h a t  a m b ig u o u s l y .72 «It  is a very im p o r t a n t  de­
cora t ion» ,  O t l e t ' s  ha l f -bro ther  Raoul  w r o te  f r o m ’Sor ia  in Sp a in ,  
e x p la in in g  the decorat ion .  «Alfonso  XII is very s o u g h t  after  
be c a u se  it is a w a r d e d  for persona l  mer it .  It is the pr incipal  
S p a n i s h  decora t ion .  There  a r e  M e m b e r  Officer.  C o m m a n ­
der,  a n d  Gr and -C ross .  The  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  G r a n d - C r o s s  have  
the r i g h t  to the  t i t le T l lu s t r i s s im o  S e ñ o r ’».73

In 1911 Berwick  S a y e r s  led a p a r ty  of  E n g l i s h  l ib r a r i a n s  
to Brus se l s  to ex am in e  th e  b ib l iographica l  w o rk  t h a t  Henry  
Hopwo od  had  been so  e n th u s ia s t i c  abo u t  in 1908 Hop w oo d.  in 
ill hea l th ,  could n o t  ac c o m p a n y  the  p a r t y  a n d  a «Marconi -  
g ra tn »  w a s  sen t  « to g l a d d e n  [his] hear t» .7* They all h ad  tea 
wi th  La F o n ta in e  a n d  M a d a m e  La F o n t a i n e  and  for four m o r n ­
ing s  Ot le t  «d iscoursed  to us with a f luent  e n t h u s i a s m  and  
c la r i ty ,  which were  equa l ly  mem orab le ,  on the  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of 
the  Inst i tut  In te rn a t io na l  de Bib l iographie» ,75 which in ret-
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rospcct ,  S ay e r s  t h o u g h t  «quixotic enough  as  a n  en te rpr i se» .  
A n d r e w  C a r n e g ie ,  however ,  w h o  c am e  t r i u m p h a n t l y  in to  B r u s ­
se l s  in 1913, seemed to he t roubled  by  no  doubts .  Ot le t  d e s ­
c r ibed h is  vi si t  to  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  
thus :

H e su m m arised  h is  im p ress io n s in th ese  te rm s in  o u r  L ivre d 'O r: 
«A ndré C a rn eg ie  — never h a s  a  v is it g iv en  h im  so  m uch p lea su re  and  
so  a s to n ish ed  him  a t w h a t he  found .»  A t th e  b an q u e t o f th e  sam e 
ev en in g  M r. C a rn eg ie  resp o n d ed  to  th e  a d d re ss  p resen ted  to  him  by 
e x p re ss in g  h is g re a t sa tis fac tio n  a t b e in g  ab le  to  com e to  B russels, 
how  p ro fo u n d ly  sensib le  he  w a s  of th e  m ark s  of a tte n tio n  and  good 
w ill show n h im 'b y  Mis M ajes ty , the K ing , and  by h is m in iste rs , w h a t 
a rev elatio n  B russels and  B elg ium  had  been to  him , a n d  finally , 
w h a t im p o rtan ce  th e  w o rk  of the g roup  of in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s 
had in his eyes.76

Moreover ,  E m i l e  T ibbaut ,  whose  1907 a t t e m p t  to h a v e  a law 
b ro u g h t  d ow n  g o v e r n i n g  the  lega l  s t a t u s  of in te rn a t i o n a l  a s s o ­
c ia t ions  domici led  in B rus se l s  ha d  been uns uccess fu l ,  decided 
in 1913 to t r y  once a ga in .  H e  w a s  s p u r r e d  on by the  success  
of the  1910 W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  of  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Ass oc ia t io ns  and  
th e  ev idence  fo l lowing  it of  the  e n o r m o u s  g r o w t h  of  the  in te r ­
na t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  as  it a ffected Belg ium.  It se em ed  t h a t  the  
C h a m b e r  of R e p re se n ta t i v e s  w a s  recept ive to  T ib b a u l t ' s  new 
proposa ls .77

In 1913 La  F o n t a i n e  w a s  a w a r d e d  the  Nobel Peace  
Prize.  N o t  only did this p r ize  g iv e  the  tw o men  an  
en o rm o u s  se nse  of recogni sed  acco m p l i sh m e n t  (for  the  one 
f igured  p rom inen t l y  in the c i ta t ion  of t h e  o t her ) ,  it w a s  a lso  
good  publ ici ty.  Moreove r ,  it g a v e  the con t i n u a l l y  f l a g g i n g  
f inances  of the i r  i n s t i tu te s  a boost ,  for La F o n t a i n e  s a n k  the 
mon ey  a c c o m p a n y i n g  the pr ize  into them.78 E a r l y  in 1914 
Ot l e t  v is i ted A m e r ic a  w here  he a t t em p te d  to in te res t  the  U n i ­
ted S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  in h i s  work .  H is  w a y  ha d  been paved  by 
le t te rs  f rom Th eod or e  M a r b u r g ,  then a United  S t a t e s  r epr e­
s e n t a t i v e  in Brusse l s .  The  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  ha d  exp re sse d  
in te res t .  It w a s  a ques t ion  of  the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  G o v e rn m e n t  
jo in in g  the  UI A.  I t  w a s  soon  m a d e  c lear  th a t  the  United 
S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  could on ly  be long  to o r g a n i s a t i o n s  formed 
by official conven t ions .  Th e re  w a s  s om e  confus ion about  the 
s t a t u s  of th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  b e lo n g in g  to the  U I A  a n d  the  n a ­
tur e  of  the  UIA itself.  The  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  w oul d  
g la d ly  c ons ide r  s u p p o r t i n g  «any  in te rn a t io na l  a g r e e m e n t  which  
th e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s u p p o r t i n g  these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  m a y  ag re e  
on».79 There  w as ,  of course ,  no t ime  to p u r s u e  a n y  of these  
m a t t e r s  for the  F i r s t  Wor ld W a r  swif t ly  enveloped  Europe .

SO M E EVALUA TION S

A n u m b e r  of sc h o la r s  h a v e  been a w a r e  of t h e  po ten t ia l  
va lue  of the  UIA a nd  i ts Ce nt ra l  Office in B ru ss e l s  as  it seemed
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to be deve lo p in g  before the  W a r ,  s a w  it a s  an  im p o r t a n t  s tep 
in in te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  un hap p i l y  cu t  short .  Before  the  
W a r ,  a c c o r d i n g  to Whi te ,  in te r na t io na l  n o n g o v e r n m e n ta l  o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n  w a s  in i ts  in fancy.

C om pared  w ith  th e  w o rk  of th e  p o st-w ar period , it w a s  v is io n ary  
ra th e r th an  p rac tica l; it ex is ted  m ore  for th e  sa k e  of b e in g  in te rn a tio n a l 
th an  for th e  sake o f g e tt in g  so m eth in g  accom plished; deb a te  ra th e r 
th an  ac tio n  w a s  th e  rule, and  co n seq u en tly  in tile pre-1914 period  the 
o rg a n is a tio n s  on  th e  w hole  exerted  less in fluence  th an  they  did a f te r  
1919. Likewise, the s tru c tu re  of these  o rg a n is a tio n s  w a s  no t a s  h ig h ly  de­
veloped a s  th a t o f th e ir p o st w a r co u n te rp a rts , They w ere w illin g  to  g e t 
a lo n g  w ith  little  in the w ay  of p e rm an en t h e ad q u a rte rs  a n d  few of 
them  sa w  th e  need of s e ttin g  up p e rm a n en t com m ittees for co n tin u o u s 
s tu d y . T heir m em bers m et in  in te rn a tio n a l conferences, m an y  of which 
w ere  held a t  i r re g u la r  in te rv a ls .80

Th ou gh  m uch  of litis is t r ue  of  the UlA and  Ihe C en t r a l  Office 
of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t i o n s  or  As so c ia t i ons  in Brusse l s ,  
W h i t e  recogn ise d

th a t  one  of the « iso la ted  in s tan c es  o f re sea rch  w hich had  b e g u n ... 
to  b reak  dow n  th e  rig id  f ro n tie rs  betw een  law  a n d  p o litics by 
em b ark in g  upon s tu d ie s  o f in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  a n d  the 
p rac tice  o f th e  m ach inery  of d iplom acy» w a s  th e  U nion  des 
A ssocia tions In te rn a tio n a le s  w h o se  p u b lica tio n s «contained  a n  im p res­
sive  body of w ork  of th is kind».
E stab lish ed  in 1910 a t  B russels, th e  U nion, re p re se n tin g  the m ost 
am b itio u s e ffo rt to  g roup  in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n s , had an  im p res­
sive  e a rly  h is to ry .81

For  Lyons ,  indeed,  the  UIA w a s  «the cu lm in a t i o n »  of the 
p r e - w a r  in t e rn a t i o n a l i s t  m ov em en t

D espite  th e  w idesp read  tendency  of n a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  w ith in  
p a r tic u la r  fie lds to  ex p an d  in to  in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  in  the 
la tte r  y ea rs  o f th e  n in e teen th  cen tu ry , th e re  had  been little  a tte m p t 
to  unify  these  in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  in th e ir tu rn . In te rn a tio n a l 
a sso c ia tio n s, societies , un io n s and  fed era tio n s  had developed h a p h az ­
ard ly . o ften  o v e rlap p in g  and  o ften  in  ig n o ran ce  of each  o th er, ft 
w a s  to  rem edy  these  d e fec ts th a t th e  U nion  of In te rn a tio n a l A s­
so c ia tio n s w a s  fo u n d e d ...
The p rac tica l expression  of th is  su p e r-in te rn a tio n a lism  w a s th e  c rea tio n  
of a p e rm an en t ag en cy  in B ru sse ls ...
The «centre»  th u s  e stab lish ed  re g a rd e d  itse lf from  th e  o u tse t a s  a kind 
of p o w erhouse  fo r th e  «unofficial»  in te rn a tio n a l m ovem ent as a  w hole 
and  to  th is day  it rem ain s a  focal p o in t fo r n o n -g o v ern m en ta l 
in te rn a tio n a lism  ...
It is  c le a r then , th a t in the d ecade  before 1914 th e  m o st s tren u o u s  
e ffo rts  w ere be ing  m ade  bo th  to  develop a w ider aw are n e ss  o f the 
in te rn a tio n a l m ovem ent a s  a w hole, and  a lso  to  in tro d u ce  in to  it 
som e m uch needed coherence and  sim p lifica tion . Yet, th o u g h  these 
e ffo rts  w ere  im pressive, it w ould  be e a sy  to  o v e r-e s tim a te  th e ir im ­
p o rtan ce. By tile tim e the W ar broke  o u t the a tte m p t to  b rin g  the 
v a rio u s spec ia lised  o rg a n is a tio n s  in to  th e  su p e r-o rg an isa tio n , the 
U nion  of In te rn a tio n a l A ssocia tions, w a s  h a rd ly  five  y ea rs  old and  
a lth o u g h  th e  new  U nion  had  a  g re a t  deal of support) it could  no t 
in  th e  n a tu re  o f th in g s  ach ieve  v e ry  m uch in  th e  sh o r t  tim e allow ed 
to  i t . . .
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W h at w a s  b e in g  b ro u g h t to  b irth  w as indeed th e  lo g ica l ex tension  
o f th e  in te rn a tio n a lism  of the la te r  n in e teen th  cen tu ry , b u t the t ra g -  
edy  w as th a t because  the n in e teen th  cen tu ry  m ovem ent had  been 
s o '  slow  and  g ra d u a l, the log ical ex tension  cam e to o  la te . So  th a t 
these  la rg e r  and  m ore im posing  schem es w ere  no t th e  perfected 
fo rm s of a new  society , bu t on ly  the p o rten ts  of the society  m en 
m ig h t have w ished  to  build  if  th ey  had  been left in peace.8“

And,  finally,  for W a l te rs ,  formerly a Deputy  Secre ta ry -Gene ra l  
of the  L e a g u e  of Nat ions ,  Ot le t  a nd  La F o n t a i n e  w e re  «two 
g a l l a n t  B e lg ia n s  — n a m e s  t h a t  hold an  ho no ure d  p lace  in in ­
te rn a t io na l  h is tory»  who  an t i c ip a te d  m uc h  of the p r o g r a m  
of the L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s ’ C o m m it t e e  on  In te l lec tua l  C o- op e ra ­
t ion.83
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C h a p t e r  I X  

T H E  WAR A N D  ITS A F T E R M A T H

E X I L E  IN F R A N C E  A N D  S W I T Z E R L A N D

The inva s io n  of  Bel g ium  by the  G e r m a n s  in A u g u s t  1914 
a t  once  broke  d ow n the  f rag i le  s t r u c tu r e s  of  ins t i tu t iona l i sed  
i n t e rn a t io n a l i s m  th a t  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  h ad  c r ea ted  
th r o u g h  th e  U n io n  of I n te r n a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t ions ,  th e  I n t e r n a ­
t iona l Ins t i tu te  a n d  Office of Bi b l i o g rap h y  a nd  the I n t e r n a ­
tional  M useum.  The  ea r l ie s t  d a y s  of th e  W a r  b ro u g h t  grea t  
per son a l  t r a g e d y  to Otlet .  In S e p t e m b e r  Marce l ,  h i s  o lder  son,  
w a s  taken  pr i so ne r  by  the G e r m a n s  a t  Antw erp .  His 
y o u n g e r  son ,  J e a n ,  w a s  repo r t ed  m i s s i n g  in the  B a t t l e  of the 
Yser  in October .  Ot le t  h imse lf  s ea rche d  the ba t t le f ie ld for the 
boy ’s body .1 It w a s  not  unt i l  sev era l  ye a r s  la te r  t h a t  J e a n ’s 
d e a t h  w a s  conf i rm ed  by inf or ma t io n  g i ve n  in a pr i sone r -of -war  
c a m p  to h i s  brother.  É v en  so, Ot le t  co n t i n u ed  to hope for a 
t im e  th a t  s o m e h o w  J e a n  h ad  e scap ed  a n d  th a t  thi s  in fo rm a ­
t ion w a s  fal se.2

As  the  G e r m a n s  occupied  Brusse ls ,  Ot le t  and  La Fon ta ine ,  
l ike so  m a n y  of the i r  com pa t r i o t s ,  fled. La F o n ta in e  wen t  to 
Am er ica  a n d  d u r i n g  the  v o y a g e  th i t h e r  d r a f te d  h i s  The G reat 
S o lu tio n : M a g n iss im a  C a r t a , 3 a w o rk  in the form of a t r e a ­
ty,  ex p lo r i n g  the  s e t t i n g  up  of a wor ld  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of s ta tes.  
Ó t l e t  w e n t  w i t h  h i s  wife, Cato,  first to  H o l l a n d  then  p r o b a b ­
ly for a shor t  t ime  to  E n g l a n d . 4 H e  sp en t  mos t  of  the  War.  
however ,  in P a r i s  a n d  in v a r i o u s  S w is s  cities.

O n  the eve of h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f rom B ru sse ls  a n d  u n d e r  the 
n o s e s  of  the  G e r m a n s ,  O t l e t  pub l i shed  his L a  F in de  la G uer­
r e i  This  work  se t  th e  keynote  for  h i s  ac t ivi t i es  in F r a n c e  and  
S w i tz e r l a n d .  In it he  p re sen ted  a W o r ld  C h a r t e r  of  H u m a n  
R i g h t s  a s  the  b as i s  for a n  in te rn a t io n a l  federa t ion  of  s ta tes.  
Both he a n d  La Fon ta ine ,  a t  the very b e g i n n i n g  of the War.  
w e r e  p a ss io n a te ly  convin ced  th a t  a l a s t i n g  peace  could be o b ­
ta ined  a t  i ts  conc lus ion  only by  the  c rea t ion  of w h a t  w a s  later
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ca l le d  the L e a g u e  of  N a t i o n s  ( in F renc h ,  l a  Soc ié té  des N a t i ­
on s ) .  He  dedica ted  h imse l f  to the w o rk  of deve lop ing  a n d  po p­
u l a r i s in g  this  idea wi th u n r e m i t t i n g  s i n g le m in d e d n e s s  in the  
fo l lowing  years .

H is  «D ec la ra t io n  of the  R ig h t s  of  N a t io ns » ,  becam e  a b a ­
sic w o r k i n g  docu men t  for the  P e r m a n e n t  C o m m is s io n  of  t h e  
Con fé re nc e  des N a t io n a l i t é s  se t  up  in P a r i s  in J u n e ,  1915. 
A m o n g  the t a sk s  of  the  C o m m is s i on  were  «the defini t ive  e l a b ­
ora t ion  of the  text  of  the ‘D ec la ra t i o n  of  the R ig h ts  of  N a ­
t i o n s ’,» a n d  th e  g a t h e r i n g  to g e th e r  in a g e n e r a l  w a y  of «ali  
of th e  w o rk  des t i ned  to be pr e se n t e d  to th e  Con fe re nce  of  th e  
P o w e r s  which will c o m m ence  a t  the  end of  the  War» .6 In 1916 
Ot le t  p resen ted  a s im i la r  d o c u m e n t  to  th e  L ig u e  pour  un e  S o ­
ciété des Nat ions .  This  do c u m e n t  s u m m a r i s e d  five se ss i ons  of 
m e e t i n g s  sp o n so red  by the  Lig ue  a t  the Ecole  des  H a u t e s  
E t u d e s  Soc ia les  in P a r i s  a t  th e  b e g i n n i n g  of 1916.7 T hese  t w o  
were p a r t  of a s p a t e  of publ ica t ions  by  Ot le t  on v a r io u s  a s ­
pec ts  of the subjec t .  D u r i n g  1916 he  pres ide d  over  the  C onfé ­
rence  des N a t i o n a l i t é s  which  m e t  then a t  L a u s a n n e .8 There  w a s  
s om e  suspic ion  of excessive  G e r m a n  inf luence a t  the Conference  
a nd  Otle t ,  a s  its Pr e s i de nt ,  w a s  accused  of be in g  a G e rm a n  
s ym pa th is e r .  In 1916 the  C e n t r a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n  for a D u r a b l e  
P e a c e  c r ea ted  in the H a g u e  a t  the  end of 1915 wi th  ex tensive  
i n te rn a t io na l  r epresen t a t ion ,  i ssued O l l e l ’s  s t u d y  on an  in te r ­
n a t i ona l  execut ive  body.8 O n e  of the  m o s t  con s i de ra b le  of  all 
his w a r t i m e  publ ica t ions ,  however ,  w a s  L es P ro b lèm es in te rn a ­
tio n a u x  et la  g u e r r e . 10

Th is  w o rk  r ep re se n t ed  a c u l m in a t io n  of his thoug ht ,  re ­
search .  l e c tu r i ng  a n d  d iscuss ion  about  the  W a r  a n d  a b o u t  the 
pro jec ted  L e a g u e  of Na t io ns .  I t  w a s  ded ic a te d  to Alber t ,  K in g  
of  the B e lg ia n s  w h o  w a r m l y  a c know le dged  it. a n d  to  O t l e t ’s  
sons .  In is a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  work,  typica l of the s ys te m a t ic  
t rea t i se s  th a t  O t l e t  p enned  a t  v a r io u s  t im es  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  
life. Th e  e rudi t ion  it revea ls  is  va s t .  I t s  t r e a t m e n t  of i ts  sub jec t  
is formidably  encyc lopedic a n d  ye t  i ts  conc lus io ns  a re  in 
so m e  m a n n e r  l imited a n d  d e ta ched  f rom the body  of ev idence 
f rom which  they a r e  in te nded  to e m e r g e  a n d  which is m eant  
to su pp or t  them as  incont rover t ible .  I t  r i ses  f rom t e n ta t i v e  g e ­
ne ra l i sa t i o n s  about  the  ca u se s  a n d  l ikely conseque nces  of the 
W a r ,  t h ro u g h  a lo n g  a nd  e x h a u s t i v e  s t u d y  of «cond i t ions  a nd  
fac tors  of i n te rn a t io na l  life», to conc lus i ons  ab ou t  t h e  c on d i t i ­
o ns  required for the e m e rg e n c e  in the fu ture  of  a Soc ie ty of 
N a t i o n s  and  w h a t  th is  o r g a n i s a t i o n  sh o u ld  be  l ike a n d  do. 
O n e  of  the final sec t ions  is «On I n te r n a t io n a l  Sociology».  H e re  
s p e a k s  the y o u n g  m a n  w h o  w e n t  to P a r i s  in the  h o p e  of f ind­
in g  a un iversal  sy n th e s i s  of  knowl edge ,  w h o  wres t le d  for his 
sp i r i t  wi th  the  J e s u i t s  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  dec la red  his fai th  to lie 
not  in re l igious  m e ta ph ys ic s  b u t  in «posi t ivi s t ic  evolu t ion ism»:
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W e  h a v e  r e v ie w e d  a c t u a l  e v e n t s .  W e  h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  t h e m  n o t  
f ro m  th e  o u t s i d e  in  t e r m s  o f  a p p e a r a n c e ,  c a p t u r i n g  a n  i n f in i t e ly  v a r ­
ied  s p e c ta c le  of  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  in d iv id u a l  c a s e s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  c o n s id ­
e r e d  t h e m  f ro m  w i th in  in  th e i r  r e la t i o n s ,  t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  t h e i r  
b a c k g r o u n d s ,  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  th e m .  T o  c a t a ­
l o g  t h e  fac ts ,  to  c la r i fy  th e m ,  to  r e t a i n  f ro m  a m o n g  th e m  w h a t  
i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  to  l in k  o n e  t o  a n o th e r ,  t o  f o l lo w  th e m  t o w a r d s  m o r e  g e n ­
e r a l  f a c t s  a n d  th e n  to  o t h e r s  y e t  m o r e  g e n e r a l  s t i l l ,  s u c h  h a s  
be e n  th e  t a s k  w e  h a v e  p ro p o s e d  if n o t  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  W e  h a v e  
c o n s t a n t l y  a s k e d  o u r s e lv e s  if a  p o in t  of  v i e w  e x i s t s  f ro m  w h ic h  w e  
c a n  e m b r a c e  a l l  th e  fac ts ,  f ro m  w h ic h  th e y  w i l l  t a k e  o n  a  s y n t h e t ­
ic c h a r a c t e r ... T h e re  i s  i n d e e d  a n  in t e r n a t io n a l  s o c io lo g y  th e  o u t l i n e s  
o f  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  t r a c e  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  fill o u t .  W e  h a v e  
a m p l y  ju s t i f i e d  t h e  e x i s te n c e  f o r  i t  of  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ob jec t iv e .  I t  h as ,  
th e re fo re ,  f rom  th e  th e o re t i c a l  p o i n t  of  v iew ,  a  p r in c ip le  capable_  of 
s v n t h e s i s i n g  a l l  d a t a ,  a n d  f ro m  th e  p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v iew ,  a  p ro b le m  
in  t h e  s o lu t i o n  o f  w h ic h  th e  d a t a  c a n  f ind  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n . "
Th e fo l lowing  year  Ot le t  publ i shed  a de ta i led  s t udy  of 

the  W or ld  C o ns t i t u t io n  he h a d  been p r o p o s in g  as  the ba s i s  for 
a Soc ie ty of  N a t i o n s . 12 F iv e  ed i t ion s  of  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  or  
C h a r t e r  a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  these  y e a r s  in c lu d in g  severa l  E n g ­
lish o n e s .13 Theodore  M a r b u r g ,  former ly  A m e r ic a n  M in is t e r  
to Bel g ium  a nd  ac t ive in the  L e a g u e  of Na t io ns  m o v e m e n t  in 
th e  U n i t e d  S ta t es ,  w a s  s e n t  a copy  of a n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  in 
1917. H e  w a s  r a th e r  scept ical  of i ts  value :

I t  p r o p o s e s  to  e s t a b l i s h  s a n c t i o n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  S t a t e s  w il l  b e  c o m p e l ­
led n u i  o n ly  lo  s u b m i t  th e i r  d i s p u t e s — b o t h  co n f l ic ts  o f  p o l i t ica l  p o l ­
icy a n d  q u e s t io n s  of  l a w  — lo th e  C o u n c i l  o f  C o n c i l i a t i o n  o r  lo  th e  
C o u r t ,  a s  th e  c a s e  m a y  lie— b u t  l ik e w ise  lo  e n f o rc e  th e  dec is ions .  
I t  p l a n s  t o  v io l a t e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  g u a r a n t e e d  in  th e  o r d i n a r y  
w a y  b y  in t e r n a t io n a l  law . b u t  t h a t  of  sp e c ia l ly  n e u t r a l i s e d  S t a t e s .  
H o w  c a n  w e  e x p e c t  a  p ro sp e c t iv e  b e l l i g e r e n t  to  h a v e  a n y  re sp e c t  w h a t ­
e v e r  fo r  th e  n e u t r a l i ty  of  a  n e i g h b o u r i n g  s t a t e  if lie k n o w s  b e fo re h a n d  
t h a t  t h e  L e a g u e  w i l t  n o t  r e s p e c t  t h a t  n e u t r a l i t y ?  I t  w o u ld  m a k e  
a n  e n d  o f  n e u t r a l i ty .
11 s e t s  u p  a n  i n t e r n a t io n a l  p a r l i a m e n t  to  g o v e r n  th e  w o r l d ,  p r o ­
v i d e s  t h a t  i t s  a c t s  s h a l l  b e  b in d in g ,  e x c e p t  a s  to c e r t a in  o p t io n a l  l e g ­
i s la t io n ,  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o in  b y  th e  S t a t e s  o f  th e  L e a g u e ,  
m a n i f e s t l y  c o n t e m p l a t e s  a d m i t t i n g  a l l  S t a t e s  w h o  m a y  s e e k  a d m is s io n  
to  it. r e f e r s  to  d e l e g a t i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  t h o u g h  in e f fec t iv e ly ,  
w o u ld  g iv e  s e p a r a t e  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  to  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in d e p e n d e n t ly  of 
th e  S t a t e  t h a t  g o v e r n s  th e m ,  a n d  w o u ld  e m p o w e r  p a r l i a m e n t  to  fix 
t h e  m a x i m u m  a n d  m i n i m u m  a r m i e s  a n d  n a v ie s ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  I r e g a r d  
a s  im p ra c t ic a l  in o u r  d a y ,  s o m e  o f  i t  i l l - a d v i s e d  a t  a n y  t im e .14

O n  fu r th e r  ref lect ion M a r b u r g  d id ackn o w le d g e  t h a t  O t le t ’s 
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  ha l f  th e  m e m b e r s h ip  of the  Soc ie ty of Na t io ns  
shou ld  be official  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  of S t a t e s  a n d  hal f  d r a w n  
f rom « t r a n s v e r s e  sec t ions  of  socie ty  r e p r e s e n t i n g  in te rn a t io na l  
a s so c ia t io ns  and  un ions» ,  w a s  novel  a nd  shou ld  be  «noted»  for 
it e n s u re d  th a t  « the  in te re s t s  of  labor ,  cap i ta l ,  educa t ion ,  
science,  etc. are.. .  r ep re sen te d  as  a  w h o le » .15 Th e re  is l i t t l e  evi­
d e n c e  to s u g g e s t  tha t ,  t h o u g h  th e  f r a m e r s  of the  L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s ’ C o v e n a n t  w e re  a w a r e  of  O t l e t ’s p lan,  they  w e re  in ­
f luenced  by it.
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B ecause  of h i s  in d e fa t i g ab le  w o rk  for the L e a g u e  of  N a ­
t i o n s  idea,  h i s  f requent  l ec tures  on  it, t h e  r e g u l a r  a p p e a r a n c e  
of a r t ic le s  by  h im in n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  jo u rn a ls ,  h i s  co nce rn  for 
t h e  fu t ure  of n e u t r a l  po w er s  a f te r  the  W a r  a n d  h is  a p p a r e n t  
l a ck  of  hos t i l i ty  to  the  G e r m a n s ,  O t l e t  w a s  ac c u se d  of be in g  
d is loya l  to Be lg ium,  poss ib ly  a  t r a i t o r  to the All ies.  A t  th e  end
of  1915 s om e  s t eps  w e re  a p p a r e n t l y  ta ke n  to deny  h i m e nt ry
into P a r i s  a n d  he  s e n t  a note to the  Pr efec t  of Pol ice  exp la in ­
in g  h is  a t t i t u d e  to  the  W ar ,  d i s t i n g u is h in g  be tw een  a pac i ­
fist which he  w a s  not .  a n d  an  in t e rn a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  patriot, ,  
which  he  was .

I h a v e  c o m e  to  P a r i s  t o  m a k e  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  p e a c e ,  b u t  l ike  
e v e r y  m a n  w h o  th in k s  a n d  r e f le c ts ,  I a m  c o m p le te ly  p re o c c u p ie d  by  
th e  o r i g in s  a n d  by  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th is  w a r ,  b y  i t s  p u r p o s e s  a n d  
b y  w h a t  s h o u ld  fo l low  it. 1 h a v e  g iv e n  m y s e l f  o v e r  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  
th e s e  q u e s t i o n s ... in o r d e r  t o  be  a b l e  a t  l a s t  t o  f in d  fo r  t h e m  s o m e  
o b je c t iv e  b a s i s ,  w h ic h  i s  r e q u i re d  f o r  t h e  s o lu t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  to  s c i e n ­
t i f ic  m e t h o d s  o f  a n y  p r o b le m .  T o w a r d s  t h i s  g o a l  I h a v e  h a d  c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n s  h e r e  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  in t h e  w o r l d s  o f  S c ie n c e  
a n d  P o l i t ic s ,  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  a n d  I
h a v e  g iv e n  a  c o u r s e  of  f ive  l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  of  A d v a n c e d  Soc ia l
S t u d i e s  c a l l e d  « A f te r  th e  W a r :  o r i g in s ,  c a u s e s ,  p r o b l e m s  a n d  s o l u ­
t io n s» .  I h a v e  t a u g h t  a t  th is  S c h o o l  o n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s  b e fo re  
t h e  w a r .  a n d  th e  c o u r s e  w a s  a s  m u c h  r e q u e s t e d  by  th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
a s  u r g e d  u p o n  i t  b y  m e .

F o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  th e  s t u d y  o f  i n t e r n a t io n a l  q u e s t io n s  h a s  b e e n  o n e  
o f  m y  o c c u p a t io n s .  I f o u n d e d  in  B r u s s e l s  w i th  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  a n d  
m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  B e lg i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  U n io n  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A s s o c ia t io n s ,  w h ich  a t t e m p t e d  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  a n d  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e  
i n t e r n a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  w h i c h  B e lg i u m  h a d  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  be c o m e  
th e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f i f ty  y e a r s  a g o .  1 a m  o n e  of  th e  o r i g i n a t o r s  o f  t h e  
g r e a t  C o n g r e s s e s  of  t h i s  U n io n .  I d i r e c t  i t s  o f f ice  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  M u s e u m ,  s e t  u p  in  S t a t e  b u i ld in g s .

T h is  i s  to  s a y  th a i  I a m  a n  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t .  I w i l l  a d d  t h a t  I am 
n o t  a  p a c i f i s t .  T h e  d i s t i n c t io n ,  w h ic h  is n o t  a l w a y s  m a d e ,  is a  v a l id  
o n e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h a t  t h e  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a k e  th e  
w o r ld  s m a l l e r  a n d  s m a l le r ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w h ich  l ives in  i t .  i s  i n c r e a s ­
i n g  g r e a t l y .  I t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib l e  to  keep  e a c h  g r o u p  in i t s  
o w n  t e r r i t o r y .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  m u l t ip ly ;  
a  w o r ld - l i f e  is  m a n i f e s t e d  in  e v e r y  d o m a in .  T h e re  i s  a  tw o - fo ld  resul't:  
o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  in t e r e s t s  b e c o m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e y o n d  p o l i t i c a l  f r o n ­
t ie rs ,  e v e r y  o n e  b e i n g  m o r e  o r  l e s s  i n v o lv e d  in  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  c i r c u ­
la t io n  o f  m e n .  p r o d u c t s  a n d  id e a s ;  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a n t a g o n i s m s  
m u l t ip ly  a l o n g  w i th  th e  p o in t s  o f  c o n ta c t ,  a n d  th e  s p h e r e s  o f  f r i c t io n  
g r o w  l a r g e r .  A s  a  ru le ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  su f f i c ie n t ly  
a w a r e  of  th is  p r o fo u n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  a l l  of  t h i s  i n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  life , buil i  s o  le c u n d  a n d  s o  d a n g e r o u s ,  h a s  b e e n  lef t  a lm o s t  

c o m p le t e ly  to  i t s  o w n  dev ices ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  f r a m e d  in  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  w h ich  c o u ld  g iv e  i t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  n e c e s s a ry  
c h e c k s  a n d  b a l a n c e s .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  t h e  d e e p  c a u s e s ,  n o t  
o f  th is  w a r — th e r e  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  w a r s  — b u t  of  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  w a r ,  o f  i t s  im p l ic a t io n s ,  d i r e c t  a n d  in d i re c t ,  f o r  e v e ry  
e i e m e n t  o f  t h e  c iv i l i a n  p o p u la t io n .

T h e  p a c i f i s t  w a n t s — w o u ld  like, to  b e  m o r e  e x a c t— p e a c e  a t  a n y  p r ice .  
H is  f e e l i n g s  d e lu d e  h im  a b o u t  h u m a n  g o o d n e s s  a n d  d o  n o t  lead  
h im  to  r e a s o n  a b o u t  s o c io lo g ic a l  c a u s e s .  H e  i s  l ike  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  mat>
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w h o  g i v e s  f ro m  th e  v e r y  f i r s t  w i t h o u t  b o t h e r i n g  to  d e t e r m in e  w h e t h e r  
h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  e f fe c t iv e  a id .  T h i s  i t  i s ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a ry , ,  
w h ic h  is th e  p r in c ip a l  c o n c e r n  o f  m e n  o f  a c t i o n  a n d  p o l i t ic s ,  w h o  d e s i re  
s o c ia l  r e f o r m  c a p a b l e  o f  r e d u c i n g  s u f f e r i n g  a t  i t s  so u rce .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  i t s e l f  i s  w a i t i n g  fo r  a  l a s t i n g  p eace ,  f o r  a  b e t t e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  peo p les ,  o f  w h ic h  i t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  
m a t u r e  f ru i t .  P e a c e  a t  a n y  p r ice ,  p e a c e  w i t h o u t  ju s t i c e ,  p e a c e  t o d a y  
w i t h o u t  s u r e t y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  p e r s i s t  t o m o r r o w ,  c a n n o t  c o n c e r n  it.

T h e se  d i f fe r e n t  p o in t s  of  v iew ,  i n v o lv e  q u i t e  d i f f icu l t  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  
T h e  evil  w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  a w a y  w i t h  i s  i n t e r n a t io n a l  i n s e c u r i ty ,  
a n  ev i l  t h a t  m a d e  i t s  r a v a g e s  fe l t  l o n g  b e fo re  t h e  w a r  i tse l f ,  f o r  t h e  
a r m e d  p e a c e ,  w i t h  i t s  c o n t i n u a l  a l e r t s ,  w a s  r e a l l y  l a t e n t  w a r ,  a n d  
p e r m i t t e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  n o t h i n g  s t a b l e .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  c o n ­
s i d e r  t h a t ,  in  t h e  fu tu re ,  s e c u r i t y  s h o u ld  b e  d e m a n d e d  fo r  th e  o r g a n i ­
s a t io n  o f  a  S o c ie ty  of  N a t i o n s  a f t e r  th e  s a m e  f a s h io n  in  w h ic h  n a ­
t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  h a s  b e e n  o r g a n i s e d .  T h e re  s h o u ld  b e  a  c o m m o n  p o w e r  
to  d e c id e  w h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  d o  in  t h i s  d o m a in ,  a  J u s t i c e  t o  
w h ic h  a l l  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  c o m p u l s o r i l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  a n  e x e c u t iv e  b o d y  e n ­
f o r c i n g  s a n c t i o n s ,  w o r l d w i d e  a n d  e c o n o m ic  in  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  m i l i t a r y  
in  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e  ( a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a l l ied  a r m y ) .  B u t  t h e  S o c ie ty  of  
N a t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  f o u n d e d  o n  l ib e r ty  a n d  e q u a l i t y ,  r e p u d i a t i n g  a n y  
i i c g e m o n v ,  a n v  d o m i n a t i o n  b y  o n e  s t a t e  o f  o t h e r  s t a te s .  I t  w i l l  d i ­
r e c t ly  o p p o s e  t h e  G e r m a n  c o n c e p t  o f  U n iv e r s a l  E m p i r e ,  o r  a  E u r o p e a n  
f e d e r a t io n  u n d e r  t h e  s w a y  o f  P r u s s i a .  T h is  is  w h y  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  
t o  f ig h t  « U n t i l  V ic to ry »  ( B r i a n d ) .  B u t  c l e a r ly  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t  
m u s t  f o l lo w  i t  —  t h a t  is to  s a y ,  a  v i c to r y  w h i c h  w il l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
t r i u m p h  o f  «pu b l ic  l a w  of E u ro p e »  ( K i n g  G e o r g e )  ...

I s o j o u r n e d  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  in H o l l a n d  a n d  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  th e re  lo o k in g  
u p  a g a i n  o ld  f r i e n d s  w i t h  w h o m  I h a v e  w o r k e d .  I w a s  a b le  t o  
a s c e r t a i n  t h e r e  t h e  r e a l  s t a t e  of  m in d  of  n e u t r a l s  b e l o n g i n g  to  s o m e  
s e le c t  g r o u p s ,  a n d  o b s e rv e d  ho w  in su f f i c ie n t  w a s  o u r  p r o p a g a n d a  to  
o u r  a l l ies .  I n  t h e i r  e y e s  t h e  a l l i e s  d o  n o t  f o r m  th e  b lock  t h a t  t h e y  
d o  fo r  u s .  O f  F rance ,"  w h ic h  h a s  a l w a y s  f o u g h t  fo r  l ib e r ty  a n d  p r o g ­
r e ss ,  t h e y  a r e  c o n f id e n t .  T h e  e v id e n c e  is th e  s a m e  fo r  B e lg iu m  B u t  
t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  E n g l a n d .  T h e  B o e r  W a r  i s  
n o t  f o r g o t t e n ,  n o r  th e  m e t h o d s  o f  c o n q u e s t  w h ic h  p r e v a i le d  in  fo rm e r  
t im e s  in  E n g l a n d ,  th e  m i s t r e s s  o f  th e  s e a s  a n d  o f  h e r  d o m in io n s .  
A s  fo r  R u s s ia ,  t h e  n e u t r a l s  a r e  n o t  o n ly  sc e p t ic a l ,  b u t  e x t r e m e ly  in ­
d i g n a n t  a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a f t e r  G a l ic ia  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  « r e n d e r  
b a r r e n *  p o l icy  w h ic h  s a c r i f i c e s  w h o le  n a t i o n s  in t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  G e r ­
m a n  in v a s io n .  T h e s e  r e c e n t  a f f i r m a t i o n s  of  a n  a u t o c r a t i c  m y s t i c i s m  
a r e  h a r d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  s u s t a i n  th e  w o r l d ’s  e n t h u s i a s m  ... N o w ,  w h a t  
i n t e r e s t s  t h e  n e u t r a l s  i s  n o t  s o  m u c h  th e  w a r  i t s e l f  a s  w h a t  w i l l  c o m e  
a f t e r w a r d s .  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  o b j e c t iv e s  of  t h e  w a r  a n d  th e  f u tu r e  
p l a n  f o r  E u r o p e  a n d  th e r e fo r e  f o r  t h e  w o r ld .  I f  w e ,  t h e  A ll ies ,  h a d  
sa id  v e r y  c l e a r ly  a n d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  o u r  p r o g r a m  w a s ,  i n s t e a d  of  
k e e p in g  to  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  if w e  h a d  m a d e  o u t  a  p a r t  fo r  th e  n e u t r a l s  
in t h i s  p r o g r a m  o u r  p o s i t io n  w i t h  respec t  t o  th e m  w o u ld  h a v e  been  
s t r o n g .  I n s t e a d  o f  th is ,  w e  h a v e  s a i d  l o  w h o m e v e r  w a n t e d  to  l is ten ,  
t h a t  at  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  t h e  n e u t r a l s  w o u ld  be  t r e a t e d  a s  n e g l ig ib l e  
q u a n t i t i e s ,  a n d  o u r  P re s s ,  s p e a k i n g  o u t  b e y o n d  i t s  f ro n t ie r s ,  h a s  
d e c la r e d  t h a t  « n o  o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  to  fix by  
f o rm a l  d e m a n d s ... t h e  p o l i t ica l  r e s u l t s  w h ic h  w il l  be  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  
m i l i t a r y  e f fo r t  of  t h e  A l l i e s . . .»  (T h e  T im e s ) .  W h e n  th e y  r e a d  th is ,  
th e  n e u t r a l s  d r e w  f ro m  i t  t h a t  t h e  A l l ie s  w i l l  b y  n o  m e a n s  c o n t e n t  
th e m s e lv e s  w i th  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  v io la te d  r i g h t s ,  w i th  p u n i s h i n g  
th e  G e r m a n  a g g r e s s o r ... b u t  t h a t  th e y  in t e n d  t o  g a i n  t h e  m a x im u m  
p r o f i t  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  f ro m  th e i r  v ic to ry ,  in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  g a m e  of o ld - f a s h io n e d  p o l i t ic s .  A n d  s o  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  th e  m e a n s
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o f  m a k i n g  th e  n e u t r a l s  u n d e r s t a n d  ... w h a t  t h e  d i f fe r e n c e  w i l l  b e  u p o n  
o u r  v ic to ry ,  b e tw e e n  th e i r  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  o f  o u r  e n e m ie s .  J u s t  th e  

o p p o s i t e  w o u ld  b e  th e  c a s e  if th e y  c o u ld  se e  t h e  p l a c e  a n d  th e  rô le  
r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e m  in  a  w e l l  o r g a n i s e d  S o c ie ty  o f  N a t i o n s  ...

T h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  w a r  h a v e  t h e r e fo r e  c o n f i rm e d  m e  i n  m y  i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l i s t  o p in io n s .  T h e y  f u r n i s h  m e  w i t h  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r  ... 
t h e y  p e r m i t  m e  t o  s e e  c l e a r ly  t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l s  w i th  
r e s p e c t  to  us.

T h e s e  o p in io n s  a g r e e  d e e p ly  w i t h  m y  p a t r i o t i c  f a i th ,  f o r  t h e  i n t e r ­
e s t s  of  B e lg iu m  a r e  l in k ed  to  t h e  f in a l  t r i u m p h  o f  th e s e  p r inc ip le s .  
I t  i s  f o r  i t s  l ib e r ty ,  f o r  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  i t s  g iv e n  w o r d ,  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  
o f  i t s  v i o l a t e d  r i g h t s  t h a t  m y  c o u n t r y  h a s  a c c e p te d  i t s  m a r t y r d o m  
( K i n g  A lb e r t ,  h i s  m i n i s t e r s ,  a l l  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n s ) .  I t  i s  b e c a u s e  of  th is  
t h a t  m y  tw o  s o n s ,  m y  o n ly  c h i ld r e n ,  h a v e  g o n e  t o  f ig h t .  T h e  y o u n g e r ,  
v o l u n t a r i l y  e n l i s t e d  w i t h  m y  c o n s e n t ,  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  m i s s i n g  in 
th e  B a t t l e '  o f  t h e  Y s e r .  I f  t h i s  w a r  s h o u ld  n o t  e n d  in  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a  s t a b l e  S o c i e ty  o f  N a t i o n s ,  a l l  o f  o u r  s a c r i f i c e s  w il l  h a v e  b e e n  
in  v a in  ... I t  a l o n e . . .  w i l l  g i v e  p r e c io u s  m e a n i n g  to  t h e  w o r d s  w h ich  
a r c  o u r  b a t t l e  c r i e s ... B u t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  n e w  r e g im e ,  i m p o s s ib l e  i f  w e  d o  
n o t  t r iu m p h ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  i t se l f  o n  th e  m o r r o w  of v ic to ry  
if w e  h a v e  n o t  p r e p a r e d  fo r  i t  a n d  p u s h e d  i t  f o r w a r d  b y  s t u d y ,  
d i s c u s s io n  a n d  e x p o s i t i o n  t o  s e lec ted  g r o u p s .

B e l i e v in g  t h a t  m e n  w h o  h a v e  g iv e n  p l e d g e s  o f  d e e p  a t t a c h m e n t  to
th e i r  n a t i o n a l  c a u s e  a n d  w h o  c o n t i n u e  th e m s e lv e s  t o  o f fe r  b a t t l e  to
t h e  e n e m y  b y  w o r d  a n d  p e n ,  b e in g  n o  lo n g e r  of  a n  a g e  t o  d o  o t h e r ­
w ise ,  s h o u l d  g iv e  t h e m s e lv e s  to  su c h  p r e p a r a t io n  a s  t h e y  c a n  c a r r y  o u t  
w i t h o u t  d a n g e r  to  a n y  o n e ,  I h a v e  a d o p te d  su c h  a  l in e  o f  c o n d u c t . 18

In these  w o r d s  which s u m m a r i s e  a n d  ex pl a in  so  m u c h  of 
w h a t  Ot le t  wr o t e  d u r i n g  the  w a r  years ,  is revea le d  th e  scholar ,  
t h e  ideal is t ,  the  g en e ra l i s t ,  t h e  pa tr iot .  T h a t  he should  have  
been f requent ly  m a l i g n e d  s e e m s  improbab le .  Yet w h e n  the  p a t ­
r iot ic society,  «Be lge s  P a r t o u t  — Belges  Tou jours» ,  a society 
in the  format ion  of w hich  he ha d  been ac t ive a n d  of  wh ich  he 
w a s  Pr e s i den t ,  met in S w i t z e r l a n d  in J u l y  1916 he  found  it 
n ecessa ry  to m ak e  a v ig o rou s  co m p la in t  a b o u t  « the  m e a s u re s  
ta ken  a g a i n s t  h im a n d  the a t t a c k s  of w hich  he  is the  object».  
The  meet ing ,  to which he h a d  invited so m e  of his  adv e r sa r i e s
to  de b a t e  the i r  a c c u s a t i o n s  but  w ho did no t  app e a r ,  e x p r e s ­
sed i ts  «l ively regre t»  th a t  its «emin en t  c o m pa t r io t»  h ad  been 
the  v ict im of base  pol i t ical  m a n o e u v r e s  a n d  pa id  h o m m a g e  to 
his c h a r a c t e r  a n d  to h i s  « a r d e n t  a n d  pure  pa t r io t i sm » .17

Never the less ,  Ot le t  con t in ued  to be  the vic t im of sc u r r i ­
lous  a t tacks .  Th e  F rench  socia l i s t s  wi th  heavy  i rony  r idiculed 
h im  a s  one  of w h a t  they ca lled «na t iona l  soc ia l i s t s» .  They  a l leged  
tha t  Ot le t  a n d  his  ilk w a n t e d  «to a w a k e n  the  t r a d i t i o n s  of 
the  F rench  revolu t ion  a n d  F r e n c h  so c ia l i s m  a g a i n s t  O e r m a n  
M a r x is m .  To  the ba t t l e  of the c las ses ,  they  oppos e  the  o r g a n i ­
sa t i on  a n d  co -opera t ion  of the c las se s ,  p la c in g  on  the  first  
level of p reoccupat ion ,  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of a Socie ty  of  N a t i ­
ons  and  the  asso c ia t ion  of work,  t a le n t  a n d  cap i t a l» .18 In an 
i s sue  of La V ic to ire  which ap p e a r e d  not  long  a f te r  thi s,  an  a t ­
t a c k  on  G e r m a n  per iod ic a l s  a n d  ideas,  espec ia l ly  ideas  abo u t
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a Socie ty  of Na t io ns ,  w a s  made .  «Who ex p re sse s  thi s  p r o p a ­
g a n d a  in o u r  c o u n t r y  a t  the moment?» ,  the  ps eud onym ou s  
a u t h o r  d e m a n d e d  rhe torica l ly,  « fore igners !  yes ,  f o r e ig ne rs  w ho 
com e  to  s e t  the m se lv es  up  in F r a n c e  in th e se  la s t  m o n th s  u n ­
d e r  the  pre tex t  t h a t  th e y  a r e  intel lectua ls . . .» O n e  of th e se  m e n  
«is a B e l g i a n  pacifist»,  w h o  t r a n s p o s e s  « in to  F r e n c h  al l  t h e  
w o es  of  t h e  G e r m a n s  w ho  p re te n d  to h a v e  been forced to  t a k e  
up  a r m s  b ecau se  they had  not  e n o u g h  e lbow-room for c o m ­
merce,  n a v ig a t io n ,  etc.» The  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  the  u n n a m e d  
Ot l e t  is c l inched thus:  «This  Be lg ian  a lso come s  from S w i t z e r ­
land ,  no one  will d i spute  this  p o in t  any  more :  he it is 
w h o  pres ide d  ove r  t h e  fal se  co n g r e s s  of na t io n a l i t i e s  o r g a n i s e d  
by the G e r m a n s . » 19

As the  W a r  d re w  to a close,  the  m ov em en t  to c rea te  a L e a g e  
of N a t i o n s  g a th e r e d  s t re n g th .  O t l e t  cont inued  to espouse  it, 
b u t  he a l so  b e g a n  to th in k  about  the fu ture of do cum ent a t io n  
a n d  the  U nio n  of In t e rn a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t io ns  in the  n e w  wo r ld  
o r d e r  h e  s a w  e m e rg in g .  In 1917 a nd  1918 he pu b l i s hed  a n u m ­
be r  of  a r t ic les  a b o u t  as pec ts  of the  na t io n a l  a n d  in te r na t iona l  
co-operat ion he s a w  a s  n eces sa ry  for  the  t r a n s m is s io n  of sc i ­
en t i f ic  informat ion .  They  s u m m a r i s e d  much of thi s  p re -w ar  
th in k in g  abo ut  the  fu n d a m e n t a l  rôle of the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n ­
s t i tu te  of  Bi b l io g ra p h y  in a wor ld  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of d o c u m e n t a ­
tion.

In October  1918 a p r o g r a m  w a s  p r e p a r e d  in London for 
a m e e t i n g  of the Inte r-All ied Con fe re nc e  of Acade m ie s  to be 
held in No v em b er  of t h a t  y e a r  in P a r i s  to  cons id er  the f o r m a ­
tion of a n  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Re sea rc h  Council .  Ot le t  on behal f  of 
the  UIA a d d r e s s e d  tw o  re so lu t io ns  to i ts o r g a n is e rs :

1. T h a t  th e  g e n e r a l  p l a n  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n  sh o u ld  e m b r a c e  th e  d i f f e r e n t  
k in d s  of  q u e s t io n s  b e tw e e n  w h ich  th e  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  I n t e r n a ­
t io n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  su c h  c lo s e  l inks;
2. T h a t  in a n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n  p ro p o s e d  to  in t ro d u c e  t h i s  p la n ,  m e a s u r e s  
sh o u ld  b e  s e t  d o w n  t o  e n s u r e  th e  c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  o f f ic ia l  b o d ie s  
w i t h  f r e e  o f  m ix e d  o n e s .20

I l e  u r g e d  the  Confe re nce  w h e n  it met ,  to s t u d y  th e  idea of 
t r a n s f o r m i n g  the In te rn a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  of Bi b l io g ra ph y  into 
a U nio n  a l o n g  the s a m e  l ines as  ex is t i n g  scien ti f ic  un ions .  The  
In te rn a t io n a l  Research  Counci l  w a s  formal ly  set  up a t  a m e e t ­
ing  in 1919 in Br uss e l s .  Ot le t  su b m i t te d  a m e m o r a n d u m  to 
the  m e e t i n g  se t t i n g  ou t  h i s  ideas  m ore  fully a nd  i n c o rp o ra t i n g  
dr a f t  s t a t u t e s  for the proposed  Union .  They w e re  a d o p te d  in 
pr inc iple .

Whe n  the Pea ce  Confe re nce  a ss em bl ed  in P a r i s  on 18th 
J a n u a r y  1919 wi t h  i ts  m u l t i tu d e  of min is t e r s ,  deput ies,  secre­
ta ries ,  clerks,  jo u r n a l i s t s  a n d  o thers ,21 Ot le t  a nd  La F o n ta in e  
w e re  of the numb er .  Pau l  H y m a n s ,  the pr inc ipal  Be lg i um  M i n ­
i s te r  to the  Confe rence  in t roduced  a reso lu t ion th a t  a n  a rt ic le
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sho u ld  be  a d d e d  to the proposed  c o v e n a n t  for the L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  for the  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  oi  an  o r g a n  to deal  
wi t h  in te rn a t io n a l  inte l lec tua l  re la t ions .  I t  w a s  no t  d i s cussed  
a n d  H y m a n s  w i t h d re w  it.22 On F e b r u a r y  5, O t l e t  a n d  La F o n ­
t a i n e  on  behal f  oi  th e  U I A  pr e se n t e d  th e  Con fe re nc e  w i t h  a 
m e m o r a n d u m .  «The C h a r t e r  of Intel lectua l a n d  Mora l  In t e r ­
ests».  In thi s  they spe l led  ou t  the ir  belief  in the need for the 
League  of N a t i o n s  to tak e  un de r  its p ro tec t ion in s t i tu t io ns  and  
a s so c ia t io ns  d e a l i n g  wi t h  cu l tu ra l  m a t te r s .  They su g g e s t e d  
th a t  an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Council  for In te l lec tua l  I n t e re s t s  should  
be set  up. a nd  ac t  as  o ne  of the  o r g a n s  of the League .  T h ey  
reaf f i rmed the ir  belief th a t  the  in te rna t iona l  as soc ia t ion s  
shoul d  ac t  as  a kind of super ior ,  exper t ,  cosu l ta t iv e  council  for 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i o n s  a n d  for the of ficers of  the  League .  T h ey  
u r g e d  th a t  the  League ,  w he n  set  up, shou ld  s p o n s o r  a la w  to 
g iv e  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  in te rn a t i o n a l  a s so c ia t io ns  t h e  lega l  s t a ­
t u s  they  no w lacked.  M oreover  they re i te ra ted  the i r  v iew  t h a t  
the  L e a g u e  should take up  i ts  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in a cap i ta l  w h o s e  
s i te  would  be « in te rna t io na l i s ed»  a n d  remo ved from th e  j u r i s ­
d ict ion of a n y  S t a te .23

F o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s  th e  Co nfe re nce  d id not  a c t  on  t h e  
UIA m e m o r a n d u m . 24 But  Ot le t  cont in ue d  to publ ic ise  a s p e c t s  
of it. Even  before the  Co nf e re nc e  opened  he publ i shed  an  a r ­
t icle in  S c ie n tia  on  « the  Inte l lec tua l  Soc ie ty  of Na t io ns» .2’1 L a t e  
in 1919 he publ i shed  «A Wor ld  Inte l lectua l  C e n t e r  a t  the S e r ­
vice of the L e a g u e  of Nat ion s» . 20 The  problem of the cap i ta l  of 
the League ,  one that  had exerc ised h im before the  War,  w a s  
taken up s epa ra te ly .27 It w a s  inev i tab le  th a t  he should  e v e n ­
tua lly  join those who.  led by P a u l  H u m a n s ,  v igo rous l y  a s s e r t ­
ed the c la im  of B ru ss e l s  to the s e a t  of the  League ,28 a n d  c o n ­
t i nue  to pr e ss  for th is  even a f te r  G e n e v a  h a d  been  chosen .1"  
This  w a s  not  a s  bela ted as  it m a y  seem b ecau se  the  C o v e n a n t  
of the L e a g u e  reserved  the  r igh t  to the L e a g u e  of  c h a n g i n g  its 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  shou ld  it so desire.  Indeed,  Mor ley  co n te n d s  
tha t  it w a s  «not  unti l  the l a y in g  of the  co r n e r s to n e  of  the p e r ­
m a n e n t  L e a g u e  b u i ld in g s  on  S e p te m b e r  7, 1929» t h a t  it could 
be sa id  th a t  « the  S w is s  ci ty would  c on t in ue  to be the  s ea t  o f  
the  League» .30

B R U S S E L S ,  T H E  L E A G U E ,  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .
D E W E Y

W hen Ot le t  and  La F o n t a i n e  r e t u r n e d  to B rus se l s  to- 
g a t h e r  up  the  t h r e a d s  of  thei r  work ,  they did not  face the 
h e a r tb re ak in g ly  difficult  t a sk  of re cons t ruc t ion  which m u s t  
have  conf ron ted  m a n y  r e t u r n i n g  from the W ar .  M asu re ,  with 
jus t i f iab le  pr ide,  ha d  m a n a g e d  to  keep the O I B - I I B  open  and  
in tac t  d u r i n g  th e  G e r m a n  occupat ion .  As  he l a te r  in fo rmed t h e
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Direc tor -Genera l  of the M in is t r y  of Sc iences  a n d  Ar ts ,  the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  had ,  in fact,  co n t in ued  its w o rk  d u r i n g  «ali  th a t  
t r oubled  per iod».  «The serv ice  of  b ib l iog raphi c  in f o rm at io n  had 
cont in ued  as  in the pa s t» ,  a n d  the  O I B  h a d  c o n c e n t r a te d  a s  far  
a s  i ts co llect ions w a s  con ce rned  on  the  « d oc um en ta t i on  of the 
w a r »  a n d  on  ob ta in in g  j o u r n a l s .31 Whe n  necessary ,  thoug h 
not  a l w a y s  success fu lly,  M a s u r e  ha d  ca l led on  the occupat ion  
g o v e r n m e n t  to protect  the  fabric of the  in s t a l la t io ns  u n d e r  his 
c a r e  — dr a in s ,  l ights,  leaks,  de scen ts  of  soot .32 D u r i n g  the War,  
he had  cont in ue d  to co-opera te  wi th  the Bibl io thèque  Roya le  in 
t h e  publ ica t ion  of th e  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  B e lg iq u e , severa l  issues 
of which,  m uc h redu ced  in size,  had  a p p e a re d .  H e  w a s t e d  no 
t im e in re -e s t ab l i sh in g  contac t  wi th  the g o v e r n m e n t  upon  its 
r e turn  f rom exile.  On N ove mb er  22nd,  191'8, King  Albe r t  a nd  
Queen  E l izabe th  rode t r i u m p h a n t l y  into Brusse ls .  In J a n u a r y  
1919, AAasure w ro te  to the M in is t ry  of  Sc iences  a n d  Ar ts  
r e q u e s t i n g  the re sum pt io n  of the  O Î B ' s  subsidy.  Th er e  w a s  no 
ind ica t ion in his  l e t te r  of doubt  th a t  the OIB  shou ld  c on t in ue  to 
receive it. H e  po in ted  out .  indeed ,  th a t  the O I B  w a s  the only 
B elg i an  ins t i tu t ion  «whose  bud g e t  h a s  not  inc re a se d  s ince 
1901 desp i te  th e  deve lop men t  of  i ts col lect ions».  The  O I B  w a s  
g r a n t e d  30,000 f rancs  for 1919 a nd  a s u p p le m e n t  of the s am e  
a m o u n t  in the  next  year .  At th i s  t ime M a s u r e  s ig na l l ed  his 
in tent ion to a sk  for a n  in creased  su bs id y  of 50,000 f rancs.  
Th is  w a s  g r a n t e d  a n d  paid ha l f -year ly  in 1920, and  then  ra ised 
a g a i n  a n d  pa id  in q u a r te r ly  i n s ta lm e n t s  of  25,000 f rancs  
in su b se q u e n t  years .33 M a s u r e  a lso proposed  to  c on t in ue  his 
work  wi th  the  B ib lio g ra p h ie  de  B e lg iq u e . I s sues  l i s t in g  books 
on ly  a n d  publ i shed  by the  Bibl io thèque  Royale  a s  before the 
W a r  a p p e a r e d  for  1919 a n d  1920. In 1921 a ne w ser ies  w a s  be­
gun .  i s sued n o w  by a Se rv ice  de B ib l io graphie  a n d  des E c h a n ­
ges In te rn a t i o n a u x .  M a s u r e  w a s  g iven  respons ib i l i ty  for  c on ­
t i n u i n g  the index to Be lg ian  periodica l  l i t e ra tu re  ’ th a t  had  
a p p e a re d  a s  P a r t  II, «Bul le t in  des somm aires» ,  of  the b ib l iog ­
raphy .  It w a s  ret i t l ed and  both p a r t s  of  the  b ib l iog raphy  
were  c lassi f ied by  the Universal  Decimal  Class if ica t ion .  The  a s ­
soc ia t ion  be tween  M a s u r e  and  the  b ib l io gr aphy  con t in ued  u n ­
til 1926, the y e a r  before M a s u r e ’s dea th.  F rom  th a t  da te  all 
connec t ion  wi t h  the OIB  ceased;  the index to per iod ica l s  w as  
d i sc ont inu ed  a n d  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of en t r i e s  en t i re ly  chan ged .

The  P e a c e  Confe re nce  m e e t i n g  in p le na ry  se ss ion  on 
April  28. 1919 adopt ed  the C o v e n a n t  of the  L e a g u e  of Na t ions .  
A week  la te r  S i r  Er ic  D ru m m o n d ,34 ap p o in te d  a s  the  L e a g u e ’s  
first  S ecre t a ry- Genera l ,  se t  up a provis ional  se c r e t a r i a t  in 
London and .  wi th  his co l leagues ,  b e g a n  to p la n  the  o r g a n i ­
sa t ion .  Art icle 7 of  the  C o v e n a n t  p rovided  for Ge ne va  to be 
the  sea l  of  the  League ,  and  a r t ic le  24 pe rm i t te d  the  Leagu e  
to b r i n g  u n d e r  i ts a e g i s  in te rn a t io n a l  g o v e rn m e n ta l  o r g a n i ­
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sa t i o n s  c re a te d  by  d ip lo m a t ic  t rea ty.  Dr.  I n a z o  Ni tobe w a s  
appo in ted  one  of tw o  U nder  Se c re ta r ies -G ene ra l .35 Ot le t ' s  
persona l  con ta c t  wi th  th e  off icials of the  L e a g u e  w a s  ini t iated 
by a le t te r  to Colone l  H o u s e  in P a r i s .  H o u s e  w a s  f r iend  a nd  
close  adv is e r  of  P r e s i d e n t  Wi lson.  H e  h ad  d ra f t ed  for  Wi lson  
the  a r t ic les  a n d  a p re a m b le  to the  L e a g u e ’s C o v e n a n t .  Ot le t  
w r o te  a s k i n g  how  the  U I A  could  be  of help to th e  League ,  
po in t in g  out  th a t  beh ind  the  U I A  there  lay  « the  v e ry  c o n ­
ception of a Soc ie ty  oi N a t i o n s . . .  bu t  m o re  pa r t i cu l a r ly  in 
connec t ion  with the needs of the scientific,  m ora l ,  intel lectua l  
a nd  social  o r d e r  of such  a society,  l e a v in g  the ne ed s  of the 
pol i t ical  o r de r  to d ip l omat ic  act ion».36 A  v igo rou s  c o r r e s p o n ­
dence  e n sued  be tween  O t l e t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  a n d  S i r  Eric 
D ru m m o n d ,  Ni tobe a n d  o ther  off icials of the League .  An ear ly  
cu lm ina t ion  of the  con ta c t  t h u s  ini t i a ted  w a s  a v i s i t  by a 
g ro u p  from the  L e a g u e  inc lu d in g  Nitobe,  lo the offices of the 
UIA for ta lks  with Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e .  Th e  visi t  w a s  p re ­
ceded  by a d i s pa tch  f rom B ru ss e ls  of a file of  publ ica t ions  
a n d  n ot e s  abo u t  the UIA a n d  ab ou t  a Wor ld C o n g r e s s  it was  
pr o p o s i n g  to  hold in 1920.3,r

Af te r  th e  visi t  Ot le t  and  La F o n ta in e  pr epa re d  a M e m o ­
r a n d u m  for D r u m m o n d  s e t t i n g  ou t  w h a t  they s a w  as  the 
rôle of the  L e a g u e  wi th  respec t  f i r st ly to in d iv idu a l  i n t e r n a ­
t i ona l  a s soc ia t io ns  a n d  secondly  w i t h  re spec t  to t h e  UIA.  
They  obse rved  th a t  th e  co -opera t ion  of the  L e a g u e  with in­
te rn a t i o n a l  a s soc i a t io ns  w a s  provided for in Sec tion 24 of 
the C ha r t e r ,  specif ic responsib i l i t i es  for in te r -gove rnme nta l  
bu reau x  a n d  co m m is s i ons  b e i n g  se t  d ow n  there,  b u t  wi th  
provis ion  a l so  for  ge ne ra l  a s s i s ta n c e  to o ther  forms  of i n t e r n a ­
t iona l assoc ia t ion .  The  L e a g u e  should ,  therefore,  they ins is ted,  
t ake  pa in s  to recognise  the w or k  of the  in te r na t io na l  a s s o c ia ­
t ions in full. It should co-opera te  c losely wi th  them, especial ly  
a s  they dea l t  p r i m a r i l y  wi th  m a t t e r s  of  the intel lect  as  o p ­
posed to polit ical a n d  d ip l om at ic  m a t t e r s .  M or e  specif ical ly,  
they s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a p rocess  should  be devised  so  t h a t  the  
in te r na t io na l  ass oc ia t ions ,  a s s u re d  of an  a t t en t iv e  h e a r in g  
with in th e  L e a g u e  itself,  could  c o m m u n ic a te  m o re  freely wi th  
it. D e le g a t e s  f rom the  L e a g u e  shou ld  be s en t  to th e  m e e t in g s  
of the  assoc ia t ions .  The  L e a g u e  sh o u ld  s p o n s o r  a la w  to 
acco rd  them prope r  in te rn a t io na l  l ega l  s ta tu s .  Above  all in 
i ts v a r io u s  de l ibe ra t io ns  the  L e a g u e  should  cal l  on  the  in for ­
m a t io n  a n d  exper t i s e  ava i la b le  in re l e v a n t  assoc ia t ions .

Special  a t ten t i on ,  however ,  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  observed,  
sho uld  be g iv en  to the  UIA as  the  cen t r a l ,  federa t ive  
body  of so  m a n y  in te rn a t io n a l  assoc ia t ions .  The  L e a g u e  should  
r e g u la r ly  use  the  se rv ices  and  co llec t ions  of the  Union.  It 
shoul d  h a v e  a p e r m a n e n t  d e l ega t e  to i ts  offices. 11 should  
offer  f inanc ia l  a n d  o ther  aid to help it c a r r y  out  va r ious
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projec ts .  O n e  of  these  should  be  a su rv e y  of  al l  the  i n t e r n a ­
t iona l a ss oc ia t io ns  in or de r  to c on t i nu e  th e  A n n u a ire  de  la 
vie  in te rn a tio n a le . I t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  Ot le t  en v is ag ed  a con ­
t r ibut ion of £  10,000 from the Leagu e  to s u p p o r t  th e  U l A ’s 
p u b l i s h in g  p r o g r a m .  Ni tobe  w a s  shocked by the m a g n i t u d e  
of the sum.  It w a s  «very  m uc h  la r g e r  t h a n  I h ad  in mind,  
a n d  if w e  p r e s e n t  it to the Counci l  I don ' t  th ink  w e  could 
g e t  it for you».38 Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e ’s final point  w a s  that  
th e  L e a g u e  sh o u ld  im me dia te l y  co n s id e r  in s t a l l i n g  the cen t ra l  
se rv ices  of  the UIA,  its se rv ices  of docume nta t io n ,  in a n  in­
te r n a t i o n a l  publ ic bu i ld ing ,38

To al l  of this ,  S i r  Er ic  D r u m m o n d  repl ied politely:

I ;im p l e a s e d  to  h e a r  t h a t  y o u  a r e  f a v o u r a b ly  d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d s  c o -o p e ­
r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  L e a g u e .  1 h o p e  y o u  l e a r n e d  f ro m  o u r  d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c r e t a r i a t  w i l l  b e  o n l y  to o  g l a d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a n y  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  in  th e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  c a u s e  of  p e a c e  a n d  in te r n a t io n a l i s m .  
A s  to  t h e  s e v e ra l  p o in t s  r a i s e d  in  t h e  m e m o r a n d u m .  1 h a v e  n o t e d  th e m  
c a r e f u l ly  a n d  t h e y  w il l  rece iv e  d u e  c o n s id e r a t i o n .40

E n c o u r a g e d  by D r u m m o n d ’s  cord ia l i ty ,  O t l e t  a nd  La  F o n ta in e  
wro te  u r g i n g  th e  c rea t ion  by th e  L e a g u e  of an In te rn a t io n a l  
D o c u m e n ta r y  Un io n ,  so m uch  d iscu ssed  before  th e  W ar ,  a nd  
ca l led upon  the L e a g u e  to s p o n s o r  a conference  of na t ions  
for the  pur pose .41 Ni tobe,  who  proved  h imse l f  a good  a nd  
pa t ien t  f riend  d u r i n g  these  years ,  a n s w e re d  thi s  le t ter  wi t h  
a conf ident ia l  note.  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Ot le t  a n d  La F on ta in e  
seek the  s u p p o r t  of the  Council  of the L eague  not  direct ly 
th ro u g h  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c re ta r i a t ,  but  indi rect ly  t h ro u g h  
the  B e lg i a n  G o v e rn m e n t .  H e  sou nd ed ,  too, a no te  of w a r n i n g .  
Th e  UIA,  he  sa id,  «wil l  be a g r e a t  convenience  to  the  League ,  
bu t  such  a recogni t ion  of you r  good  offices should  not  p rec lude  
the  L e a g u e  f rom d e a l i n g  wi th  the p r iv a te  a sso c i a t i ons  di rect ly 
w he n  ne c e s sa ry  or  de s i rab le .»42

Nitobe  a l so  had a qui te  prac t ica l  s ugges t io n  for co-oper ­
at ion.  H e  informed Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  tha t  the League  
would  find a list of  in te rn a t io na l  a s so c ia t io ns  useful ,  a n d  he 
proposed  t h a t  the L e a g u e  r epr in t  wi th  a p p r o p r ia te  a c k n o w l e d g ­
ment  t h e  Index  to  the  1910— 11 A n n u a ire  des A sso c ia tio n s  
In te rn a tio n a le s . To th i s  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  ag re e d ,  and  
the  list,  ed i ted a nd  revised by  them ,  a p p e a re d  less th a n  a 
m o n th  la te r .43

O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  proceeded  a t  home much a s  they 
had  done  wi th  the League .  Th ou gh  the  im m ed ia te  pos t-u 'a r  
B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  on ly  provis iona l  a nd  g e n e r a l  e lec­
t i o n s  w'cre ca l led  for N ovem ber  1919, they so u g h t  imm edia te ly  
to e s t ab l i s h  close r e l a t io ns  be tween  it a n d  the UIA.  They  
asked  e a c h  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  to n o m i n a t e  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t ives  to s t u d y  w i t h  re p re se n ta t i v es  of  the  UIA « the  best  
m e a n s  of rec iprocal  co l labora t ion» .44 To the  P r i m e  Minis te r ,
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Léon Delacroix,  they wrote,  «our des i re is to move  in comple te  
a g r e e m e n t  wi th  y o u r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  f rom w h o m  we wish  to 
ob ta i n  the spec ia l  s u p p o r t  of  l ega t ion s ,  h e a d s  of m is s i on s  and  
v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts » .45 Delacro ix  g r a n t e d  th e m  a n  in terv iew 
in which v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  co n c e rn in g  the gov e rn m en t ,  t h e  
L e a g u e  and  the UIA were  d i scussed .  It w a s  a mos t  successful  
inte rview.  Delacroix a g r e e d  to  pu t  t h e  l a r g e  P a r c  de  W o lu w e  
on  the  ro a d  to T e rv ur en  a t  the d isposa l  of  the  UIA for the 
e rec t ion  of  a P a l a i s  M ondia l  as  its he a d q u a r te rs .  The  p l ans  
for th i s  edif ice we re  e n t r u s t e d  to the g o v e r n m e n t  a rch i tec t  
a n d  h is  p re l i m in a ry  ske tches  were  described a s  «fully s a t i s ­
f ac tory  for  th e  p r o g r a m  deve loped» .46 Moreove r ,  Delacroix 
asked  for a d ra f t  not ice ab ou t  t h e  UIA for t r a n s m i s s i o n  to 
va r io us  B e lg ia n  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  a b r o a d  and  th is  w a s  pr epa red  
a nd  sen t  to h im a few d a y s  later .  H e  a lso  ag re e d  to cons ider  
r e c o m m e n d i n g  to P a r l i a m e n t  t h a t  it g r a n t  a n  a n n u a l  subs idy  
for the  s u p p o r t  a n d  u s e  of  t h e  U l A ' s  se rvices.  A m i n i m u m  
a n n u a l  b u d g e t  w a s  now  as se sse d  at  500,000 f rancs .47

The  re su m pt io n  of  the O I B ’s  subs idy  tog e ther  wi th  two 
o th e r  ev e n ts  secur ed  the  UIA in a sm a l l  m e a s u r e  a g a i n s t  the  
u n ce r ta in t i e s  of  the  future.  O n  th e  25th Oc to ber  1919, the 
Belg ian  p a r l i a m e n t  f inally p a s s e d  a law,  f irst  d e b a te d  before 
the  W a r ,  to accord  «civil personi f ica t ion»  to in te rn a t io na l  
assoc ia t ions .  The  la w  w a s  gaze t te d  in the  M o n iteu r B e iß e  in 
November ,  a nd  the first  assoc ia t io n  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of i t s  
p ro tec t ion  w a s  the  U I A .48 The  P r i m e  M in i s te r  ha d  pre sen ted  
the  l aw  in the Lower  Mouse  in J u ly  1919 speci fical ly  to be of 
a s s i s t a n c e  to O t l e t  a n d  to help ach ieve  some of th e  des idera ta  
se t  out  in A  W orld  C en ter  a t th e  S e rv ic e  o¡ th e  L e a g u e  o f 
N a tio n s , for, he dec la red ,  these  d e s id e r a t a  h ad  al l  h i s  s u p ­
por t .49 T h u s  ended  a lo n g  s t r u g g l e  for  such  a law,  a s t r u g g l e  
in which Otle t ,  La F o n t a i n e  a n d  the  UIA h ad  p layed  no 
smal l  par t .

The  o ther  eve nt  w a s  a deve lopment  s t e m m i n g  f rom n e g o ­
t i a t i o n s  wi t h  the  g o v e r n m e n t  for the  provis ion  of  a cen t ra l  
loca t ion  for  al l  of  th e  p a r t s  of  th e  U I A  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s s o ­
c i a t io ns  federated wi th  it. Th e  g o v e r n m e n t  ag reed  to  permi t  
Ot le t  to b r in g  them all toge ther  into o ne  w in g  of the P a l a i s  
du Ci n q u an te n a i r e ,  in pa r t  of which  the In te rn a t io na l  M u s e u m  
ha d  been se t  up a f te r  1910.

The  e lect ions,  which  took p lace  for the  first  t ime  with 
un iv e rs a l  m a l e  su f f r ag e  acco rd in g  to  the  provi s io ns  of a ne w 
law,  c h a n g e d  the  compos i t ion  of  the  Low er  H o u s e  of the  Bel ­
g i a n  P a r l i a m e n t  «out of  all recognit ion» .  Both the  C a th ol ic  
p a r t y  a n d  the  Liberal  p a r t y  lost  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of s e a t s  and  
the  overa l l  Cathol ic  m aj or i t y  d i s a p p e a re d  in the  face of  soc ia l ­
ist ga ins .
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I t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  j u s t  a s  t h e  o ld  o r d e r  w a s  c h a n g i n g  e v e r y w h e r e  e lse  
in  E u ro p e ,  s o  w a s  t h e  b a l a n c e  of  p o w e r  s h i t t i n g  in  B e lg iu m .  T he
L ib e ra l s  o f  t h e  o ld  sc h o o l  h a d  h a d  t h e i r  d a y .  A n d  s o  n o w  h a d  th e
C a th o l ic s .50

An u n easy  coa li t ion  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  formed un de r  the 
leade rsh ip  of M. Delacroix.  Ot let  a n d  La F o n ta in e  so u g h t  to 
h a v e  his ear l ie r  p rom is es  conf i rmed.51 E a r ly  in 1920 the M i n ­
i ster  for  Pu b l i c  W o rk s  in formed Ot l e t  t h a t  he  would u rg e  
the Counci l  of M in is t e r s  to implement  the p ro jec t  of c o n s t r u c t ­
ing a P a l a i s  Mondia l  in the  P a r c  de Wolu we acco rd in g  to 
the  p l a n s  n o w  com ple ted  by  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a rch i tect .  He  
a l s o  conf i rmed the  g o v e r n m e n t ’s permis s io n  to  a l low the  UIA 
in t h e  m e a n t i m e  to  c en t r a l i s e  i t s  co ns t i tu en t  p a r t s  in the
P a l a i s  du  C in q u a n t e n a i r e .52 A su bs id y  w a s  provided  to su ppor t
the move  of col lect ions ,  offices a n d  pe rsonnel  f rom the  severa l 
loca t ions they occupied  in the cen ter  of Br uss e l s .  The  move  
■cost n e a r l y  ha l f  a mil l ion  f rancs ,  a s u m  provided  by the 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  it w a s  a l leged ,  on ly  b e c a u s e  of  La F o n t a i n e ’s 
f r iendship  w i t h  the  Mini s t e r .53

Fo r  Ot le t ,  there  were  tw o  g r e a t  t a s k s  in 1919 a n d  1920: 
t h i s  move ,  a n d  a se r ies  of conferences  by w hich  the  U I A  and  
i t s  co ns t i t uen t  pa r t s ,  espec ia l ly  the  I IB,  w o u ld  once aga in  
becom e  powerful  in te rn a t i o n a l  inf luences.  H e  w as ,  c h a r a c t e r i ­
s t ical ly ,  fo rmidably  dedica ted to these  tasks .  His  friend 
Léon Losseau ,  in te res ted  above  all in the  O I B -1 IB, deve l ­
oped a p l an  for its work  a f te r  the W ar .  H e  su b m i t te d  his 
p la n  to  M a s u r e  for  c o m m e n t  before  s e n d i n g  it to Otlet .  Ma- 
s u r e  d i s c o u ra g e d  h im.  «1 d o n ’t  rea l ly  th in k  t h a t  i t  wil l  be 
ne c e s s a r y  to s p e a k  to  Ot le t  j u s t  now.  F o r  the  m o m e n t  his 
so l e  ob ject ive  is the  t r a n s f e r  of  the  IIB (no th ing ,  on ly  tha t )  
to the  P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  a nd  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of a 
g r e a t  co n g r e s s  for nex t  y e a r — all t h i n g s  which  will a d v a n c e  the 
tab l es  of  c lass i f ica t ion ,  a n d  the  w o r k  of  de ve lo pi ng  th e  r e p ­
er tor ies .»54 Thi s  w a s  in October  1919. By J u ly  1920 the  move  
w a s  well  u n d e r  w a y  and  Ot le t  w a s  less t h a n  ever  ava i lab le .  
«I d on ' t  see Ot le t  regular ly» ,  w ro te  M a s u r e  to  Losseau .  «Our  
p a t h s  c ros s  b u t  we  don ' t  meet .  The  d ocu m en ts  from the  Rue 
d e  la R é g e n c e  a r e  a l r e a d y  removed ;  t hose  in t h e  C ha pe l  
(Ancien Chapel le  St .  Georges]  will l eave  in th re e  weeks ,  and  
the Rep er tory  in ou r  f irst  locat ion.  Rue du  Musée ,  wil l  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  a f te r w a r d s .» 55

Despi te  the  ur g e n c y  of these  m a t t e r s ,  Ot le t  m a d e  a n  effort  
in t h e  m i d d l e  of  1919 to  g a t h e r  up  o n e  m o r e  t h r e a d  of  his 
p r e -w a r  work ,  contac t  with Melvi l  Dewey in the Uni ted  S ta tes .  
H e  w r o te  a le t te r of  g r e e t i n g  to Dewey e x p re s s in g  hope 
for the future,  a n n o u n c i n g  the b e g i n n i n g  of ne w work  in E u ­
rope  of  r ev is i ng  a nd  e x p a n d i n g  the  p a r t s  of  the  Decimal  C la s s i ­
f ica t ion  for  t h e  ap p l ie d  sc iences ,  a n d  a s k i n g  for  t h e  la te s t
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A m e r i c a n  ed it ion  of  the  c lass i f ica t ion .56 A c u r s o ry  e x a m in a t i o n  
of the  copy sen t  h i m by  D ew ey  «gr iev ed  a n d  bo th ered»  h im 
b ecau se  of the  fur ther  ev idence  it p rovided of the w id e n in g  
g a p  be tw een  the  Am er i can  a n d  E u ro p e a n  vers ions.  H e  ex­
pressed  a g a i n  the  b i t t e r  p r e -w ar  co m p la in t  t h a t  wi th  d ive rge nce  
«we lose the benef i t  of the  im m ens e  effort  w e  m a d e  in 1895 
to g r a f t  d e ve lopm en ts  on  to  y o u r  tab les ,  de sp i te  c r i t i c i sm s  t h a t  
could  have  been m a d e  by  those  who  adop ted  them.  W h a t  should 
be  done?»57

Ot le t  p a in te d  a mos t  fa vo ur ab le  p ic ture  of the  I I B ’s pos t ­
w a r  prospec ts  a n d  d iscussed  s om e  of the  diff icult ies in 
faced:

It h a s  c o m e  t h r o u g h  th e  w a r  m a t e r i a l l y  u n h a r m e d ,  a n d  s y m p a t h y  f o r  
i t  in c r e a se s .  A t  t h e  In te r -A l l i e d  C o n f e r e n c e  of  A c a d e m ie s  l a s t  J u ly ,  
th e  I n s t i t u t e  w a s  a d o p t e d  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  n e w  sc ie n t i f i c  m a c h in e r y  
( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l ) .  T h e  co n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  S o c ie ty  
lias  b e e n  s m o o t h e d  a w a y ,  a n d  w e  n e g o t i a t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  L e a g u e  
o f  N a t io n s  ( S i r  E r ic  D r u m m o n d )  s o  t h a t  I I B  sh o u ld  b e c o m e  a n  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  fo r  B ib l io g r a p h y  a n d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  
a s s i s t e d  by  th e  L e a g u e  (A rt .  24  o f  t h e  C o v e n a n t ) .  A  d ip lo m a t i c  c o n ­
fe re n ce  w il l  p r o b a b ly  b e  h e ld  t o  e x a m i n e  th e  q u e s t io n .  B u t  th e r e  a r e  
th r e e  d i f f icu l t ie s :
1) W e  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a  r e p ly  to  o u r  a p p e a l  f ro m  th e  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  w e r e  
a s s u r e d  t h a t  th e y  h a d  v e r y  g o o d  f r i e n d s  in  u s .  T h e  m o v e m e n t  fo r  
u n iv e r s a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  sh o u ld  be  th e  w o r k  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  
o u r  I n s t i t u t e  ( B e l g i u m — A m e r ic a ) .  W h e n  o u r  i d e a s  t r i u m p h  a n d  b e c o m e  
th o s e  of  th e  w h o le  w o r ld ,  w e  w i l l  be  r e le a s e d  f ro m  c o l l a b o r a t io n  a n d  
w e  w il l  n o  l o n g e r  w o r k  t o g e th e r ;
2)  W e  a r e  r i c h  in  f u tu r e  h o p e ,  a n d  p o o r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t .  No- 
r e s o u r c e s  e v e n  fo r  b e g i n n i n g  to  p u b l i sh  o u r  B u lle tin  a g a i n ,  a l l  b e in g  
a b s o rb e d  b y  in t e r io r  se rv ices !  T he  F re n c h  t a b l e s  of  t h e  C lassifica tion  
D écim ale  a r e  e x h a u s t e d  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  r e p r i n t  th e m ;
3 )  W e  n e e d  m o r e  c o n c o r d a n c e  b e tw e e n  D C  a n d  C D .  T h i s  is s e r io u s  
fo r  u s  w h o  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to  e d i t  a  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  c la s s i f i c a t i o n  o n  
th e  fo rm e r  t r u n k  of  t h e  D C , s o  s e r io u s  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t io n  h a s  been  
r a i s e d  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u ld  g o  to  t h e  o f f ic ia l  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
old  c la s s i f i c a t io n ,  o r  w h e t h e r  w e  sh o u ld  g iv e  w a y  to  v a r i o u s  p e o p le  
w h o  d e m a n d  a  q u i t e  n e w  c la s s i f i c a t io n .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  o u r  a r g u ­
m e n t  t h a t  r e a l  u n i t y  e x i s t s  b e tw e e n  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a  i s  s t r o n g l y  
c o m p r o m is e d  by  th e  d i s c o rd a n c e  r e c e n t l y  c r e a t e d ,61*

There  c an  be l i t t le do ub t  t h a t  O t le t ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  the 
In s t i t u t e  m ig h t  a b a n d o n  the  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  w a s  m e r e ­
ly a t h r ea t  and  in 1920 a very brief  «Alphabe t ica l  S u m m a r y  
Index» to the  d ivi s ions  62 to 69 of the  c lass i f ica t ion  a p p e a r ­
ed.59 to ge the r  with a s h o r t  a c c o u n t  of  the c lass i f ica t ion  and 
the re - impres s ion  of the  f irst  th o u s a n d  divis ions.80

Two o th e r  b ib l iographica l  m a t t e r s  ca l led for O t l e t ’s a t t e n ­
t ion as  1920, th a t  bus ies t  of years ,  b roke  a r o u n d  him.  In M a rc h  
he w a s  invi ted to Rome to su rv e y  the  do cu m en ta t io n  services,,  
ne eds  a nd  co llec t ions of the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  In s t i tu te  of  A g r i c u l ­
ture.  He  s pe nt  m o re  t h a n  a f or tn ig h t  at  thi s  w o r k  a n d  the  
r epor t  of  his s t u d y  w a s  pub l i shed  in 1921.01 M uch  m o re  im-
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p o r t a n t  th a n  thi s  w a s  the reques t  for in fo rmat ion  about  b ibl io ­
g ra p h ic a l  c lass i f ica t ion  a n d  the  m a n a g e m e n t  of  l ib r a r ie s  from 
a y o u n g  D u tc h m a n ,  F i r t s  Donker  Duyvis ,  w h o  had been in­
s t ruc te d  to form a l ib ra ry  a t  the  Dutch P a t e n t  Office.  Donker 
D uyv is  soon  p a id  a visi t  to B rus se l s  to c em ent  the  a c q u a i n ­
t a n c e  b e g u n  by  le t te r  a n d  to s t u d y  the  m et h o d s  of  th e  IIB 
a t  f i rs t  h a n d .  In  B ru s se l s  he found,  a s  h a s  been so  e loquent ly  
described,

a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w a s  t r y i n g  to  g e t  i t se l f  g o i n g  a g a i n  a f t e r  th e  
W a r ;  i n t e r r u p t e d  r e l a t i o n s  h a d  n o t  y e t  b e e n  r e s u m e d ;  s u b s c r ip t io n s  
w e r e  n o n - e x i s t a n t ;  t h e  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  I I B  n o  lo n g e r  g a v e  e v id e n c e  
o f  life . I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  th is  im b ro g l io  t w o  m e n  la b o u re d ,  O t l e t  a n d  
L a  F o n t a i n e ,  t h e  t w o  id e a l i s t s  e a c h  o f  w h o m  h a d  s a c r i f i c e d  t im e  a n d  
m o n e y  t o  t h e i r  w o rk .  D o n k e r  D u y v i s  w a s  of  t h e  s a m e  c a s t  a n d  d e c id ed  
t o  p u t  h im s e l f  a t  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  t w o  B e lg i a n s  ... lie w a s  o v e r w h e l m ­
e d  b y  th e  g r a n d n e s s  of  th e  w o rk ,  by  th e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s  o f  i ts  
f o u n d e r s ,  b y  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  of  w h a t  r e m a in e d  to  b e  d o n e ,  a n d  fo r  
f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s  h e  d id  n o t  d e p a r t  f ro m  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .02
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C  It a p  t e  r X  

T H E  P A L A I S  M O N D IA L

O R G A N IS A T I O N  O F  T H E  F I R S T  
Q U I N Z A I N E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L E

E a r l y  in 1920, Ot le t  dec ided  th a t  the  per iod  f rom the  5 th  
to the 20th of S e p te m b e r  w ou ld  be d e s i g n a t e d  an  « I n t e r n a ­
t ional  F o r t n ig h t»  or  « Q u in z a in e  In te rn a t io na le» .  I t  would 
be an  occas ion  for m e e t i n g s  a n d  conferences  a n d  w oul d  see, 
h e  hoped ,  the b e g i n n i n g  of  a n e w  lease  of  life for  the  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in w hich  he  w a s  interes ted.  A Conference  
formal ly  to con s t i tu te  the In te rn a t io na l  Univers i ty ,  his newes t  
ven t u re ,  w a s  to meet  on the  a f te rnoon  of the  6 th of  S e p te m ­
ber,  a l t h o u g h  S es s ions  of  the  U ni ve r s i t y  were  to take  place 
d u r i n g  the  whole  for tn igh t .  A conference  for b ib l iography  
w oul d  be held from th e  7th to the  10th of  S e p te m b e r  and  
th a t  of  th e  U nion  of In t e r n a t i o n a l  Assoc i a t i ons ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  
those  for  b ib l io g ra ph y  a n d  th e  universi ty ,  w ou ld  fol low f rom 
the  13th to th e  15th. M e e t i n g s  of  t h e  a s soc ia t io ns  them se lv es  
a n d  of o ther  bodies,  w oul d  be scheduled  a s  neces sa ry .  The 
Q u in z a in e  In te rn a t io na l e ,  he  bel ieved,  could  become an  im p o r ­
ta n t ,  r e g u l a r  in te rn a t i o n a l  «event»  wi th  t h e  P a l a i s  Mondia l  
a n d  the  UIA a t  i ts  center .

T he  mos t  im p o r t a n t  w o rk  of  t h e  proposed  Con fe re nce  of 
Bib l io g ra ph y  in O t l e t ' s  v iew, w a s  to be t h e  s t u d y  of th e  idea 
of  t r a n s f o r m i n g  the  O I B — IIB into an  In te rn a t i o n a l  U nion  for 
Bib l io g ra ph y  a n d  Doc um ent a t io n ,  a n  idea  adop ted  in pr inc ip le  
by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rese a rc h  Counci l  w hen  it w a s  set  up  in 
1919. As  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  U n io n  it w oul d  h a v e  the  S t a t e s  as 
official  s i g n a t o r i e s  to  i ts conven t io n  and  w oul d  a t  once be 
e l igible  for m a n a g e m e n t  by  and  s u p p o r t  from the L e a g u e  u n ­
der  the  t e r m s  of  Ar t ic le  24 of  i ts C o v e n a n t .  As  Ot le t  s a w  it, 
however,  the U nio n  for Bib l io gr aphy  a n d  Docum en ta t io n  
s h o u l d  h a v e  tw o k in ds  of m em ber sh ip ,  o ne  official ,  one  free. 
It shou ld  rest

o n  th e  o n e  h a n d ,  o n  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l s  o f  B ib l io g r a p h y  w h ic h  w o u ld
b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o n e  c o u n t r y ;  a n d  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d .
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on in te rn a t io n a l  sec t ions  placed u n d e r  the contro l of the  In te rn a t io n a l  
A ssoc ia t ions  —  a cen tra l  in s t i tu te  ( I IB )  w ould  establish  th e  necessary  
l inks be tw een  them and  w ould  p rov ide  a  cen tra l  loca tion  for the  d e ­
posit  of the ir  collections. It w ould  a c t  a s  a n  In te rn a tio n a l  B ureau  
and  w ould  be  a t tached  to the  L eag u e  of N a t io n s  by  v ir tu e  of Article  
24 of th e  P a r i s  P a c t .1

In  the inv i ta t ion  to the  Conference ,  therefore,  O t l e t  posed  four 
qu e s t io n s  to  he con s i der ed  by those  in te res ted :

1. In  principle  a re  you of the  opinion th a t  there  is a need to  e s ta b ­
lish a n  in te rn a t io n a l  u n io n . . .  In the  affi rmative,  w h a t  a m e n d m en ts  
w ould  you propose  in the  d ra f t  [ s ta tu te s ]  p repared?
2. Are you p repared  to  co-opera te  w ith  the  union  and  In w hich  of 
its  sections?
3. Will you  a g re e  to  take  p a r t  in th e  Sep tem b er  conference?
4 Are you  p repared  to  unde r take  w i th  o th e r  in te res ted  pe rsons  from 
your  c o u n try  the  task  of s e t t in g  up  a n a tio n a l  council  a n d  of s t im u ­
la t i n g  i ts  im m edia te  p rov is iona l  fo rm ation  in  o rd e r  to  en su re  un if ied  
re p re sen ta t io n  of y our  coun try  a t  the  nex t  conference.1

D u r i n g  th i s  per iod  of p r e p a r a t io n  for the  conferences  of 
th e  Q u i n z a i n e  In t e rna t i on a l e ,  Ot le t  p robably  w ork ed  ha rd es t  
for  th e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  U ni ve r s i ty  w hic h  h e  hoped to  e s ta b l i s h  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  The  idea h a d  been  g e r m i n a t i n g  s low ly  in h i s  
mi n d  for  a lo n g  t ime.  La F o n ta in e  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  it in 1894. 
It h a d  been d iscu ssed  a t  the  1913 W or ld  C o n g r e s s  of  the  
UIA,3 a n d  Ot le t  had  r a i sed  the  possibi l i ty  a g a i n  in L es  
P ro b lèm es in te rn a tio n a u x  e t la g u e rre *  N o w  he j u d g e d  th a t  
the  t ime  w a s  r ipe  a nd  in F e b r u a r y  1920 pub l i shed  a ful l - scale 
s t u d y  of the  Univers i ty .  H e  a d d r e s s e d  h is  s t u d y  to  « the  U n i ­
vers i t i es  of  the  Wor ld ,  to the  In te rn a t i o n a l  As soc ia t io ns  a n d  
to  the  L e a g u e  of Nat ions» ,  each one of which w a s  to h a v e  
a careful ly  prescr ibed  rôle  to p lay  in the c rea t ion  a n d  suppor t  
o f  the Univers i ty.  As  Ot le t  en v is ag ed  it, the  Univer s i t y  would 
«act  a s  a g r e a t  i n te rn a t io na l  t e a c h in g  center ,  a c en te r  for 
research  into c o m p a ra t iv e  educa t ion .  In te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a ­
t i on s  concerned  w i t h  ed uca t io n  w oul d  find it a d v a n t a g e o u s  to 
g r o u p  the m se lv es  a r o u n d  it.»5 H e  propose d  t h a t  the U n iv e r s i ty  
shou ld  be es ta b l i sh e d  u n d e r  t h e  1919 Be lg ia n  la w  ac co rd in g  
lega l  iden t i ty  to in te rn a t i o n a l  a ss oc ia t io ns  set  up  in Belg ium,  
a n d  shou ld  a lso be pro tec ted  by Ar tic le  24 of th e  L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s ’ Co ven ant .

The p r o g r a m  of the  Univers i ty,  as  he s a w  it, should 
fall in to  tw o  par t s .  The  f irst  w oul d  be specif ic an d  would dea l  
wi t h  the  W ar ,  the  L e a g u e  a n d  the  P a r i s  P e a c e  Pa c t .  The  
second w o u ld  be m o re  g e n e r a l  and  wo uld  e m b r a c e  all m a t t e r s  
o f  in te rn a t i o n a l  impor t .  Rev ea l in g  ye t  a g a i n  the  bent  of h i s  
e ar ly  s t ud ie s  a n d  a sp i r a t io ns ,  he  obse rved  t h a t  the  U n iv er s i ty  
shou ld  e n c o u r a g e  « sy s te ma t ic  co l labora t i on  t o w a r d s  s y n t h e s i s  
and  the encyc lopedia  of  the  sc iences  — the ir  hi story,  the 
im p ro v em en t  of the i r  m e thods ,  th e  expos i t ion of thei r  p ro b le m s
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a n d  the i r  resul ts».  The Un ivers i ty ,  l ike th e  g r e a t  i n te rn a t io na l  
expos i t ion s  t o w a r d s  the end  of the  prev ious  cen tury ,  should  
be a m an i f e s t a t i on  of the posi t ivist  spi r i t .  Co ur se s ,  l ec tures,  
expos i t ion s  wou ld  be brief.  Pr of e ss or s  w ou ld  be recru i te d  f rom 
a m o n g  th e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i sh ed  sc h o la r s  a n d  t each e r s  in th e  
v a r io u s  un ivers i t i es  iii th e  wor ld  a n d  f rom those  n o m i n a t e d  
by  p a r t i c u l a r  in te rn a t i o n a l  a ssoc ia t io ns  be c a u se  of the i r  em i­
nenc e  wi t h in  the assoc ia t ion  or  b ecau se  of  th e i r  em in e n c e  in 
s om e  asp ec t  of  the a sso c ia t io n ' s  field of in te res t .  S t u d e n t s  
wou ld  be m a t u r e ,  a n d  a s  a ru le ,  a l m o s t  a t  the  e nd  of th e i r  
fo rmal  s tudies .  M a n y  of them w oul d  be in te nde d  for a n  in t e r ­
na t io na l  c a r e e r  in the  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  or  e lsewhere .  The  
U n iv e r s i ty ' s  se a t  w ou ld  be a t  B r u s s e l s  a n d  th e  l a n g u a g e s  ot  
ins t ru c t ion  would be the  Le ague ' s  official  l a n g u a g e s ,  F renc l t  
a n d  Eng l i s h .

Ot le t  e n v i s a g e d  a se r ies  of pub l ica t ions  e m a n a t i n g  f rom 
th e  un ivers i ty :  a Reviéw,  a n  A n n u a l  a n d  a M o n o g r a p h  s e r ie s  
in which w oul d  be publ i shed  the best  l ec tures  or  co u rs e s .  
«These  works» ,  he  obse rved  «would  rap id ly  co n s t i t u te  a 
‘s u m m a ’ sy n th e t ic a l ly  t r e a t i n g  the mos t  im p o r ta n t  ques t ions  
of  the  mom en t» .  He  su g g e s t e d  th a t  f inanc ia l  su pp or t  for t h e  
v e n tu re  m ig h t  flow from th e  League ,  f rom ind iv idua l  un iv e r s i ­
t ies,  f rom t h e  in te rn a t i o n a l  a sso c ia t io ns  a nd  from g o v e r n m e n t s  
in the  form of g r a n t s ,  sp o n so re d  professors ,  s c h o la r s h ip s  for  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  en d o w e d  cha ir s .

In  1919 a n u m b e r  of in te rn a t iona l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  set  up- 
the i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Br uss e l s ,  t h u s  c o n t i n u i n g  a f te r  the  in ­
te r ru p t i o n  of the  War.  lile long,  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  of Brusse l s  
a s  an  in te r na t io na l  cen te r .  A m o n g  these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  were  
th e  U nion  of Ass oc ia t io ns  for a L e a g u e  of  Nat ions ,  the  In te r ­
na t i o n a l  Research  Council ,  a n d  the  recent ly  formed I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  F eder a t io n  of S tuden ts .  Ac t i n g  on  the  in i t i a t ive  of  
Ot le t  a nd  La  F o n ta in e ,  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  F ede ra t io n  of  S t u ­
d e n t s  and  the  Un ion  of Asso c ia t io ns  for a L e a g u e  of N a t io n s  
pa s se d  reso lu t io ns  d i rec ted  at  the  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  u r g i n g  
it to c r e a t e  a n  o r g a n  for  intel lec tua l  m a t t e r s  a n d  to suppor t  
th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  U ni ver s i ty  which the  U nio n  of In te rn a t i o n a l  
Assoc i a t ion s  proposed  to c rea te .  Th ese  reso lu t i ons  w e re  at  
once t r a n s m i t t e d  to S i r  Er ic  D ru m m o n d ,  the  L e a g u e ’s  Se cr e ­
ta ry -G enera l ,  who,  a s  1920 progressed ,  w a s  kept  c lose ly in­
formed of al l  d e ve lo pm ent s  in the  UIA a n d  the  In te rn a t io n a l  
Unive rs i ty .6

Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  hoped for t h r ee  k in ds  of s u p p o r t  
from th e  L ea gu e ,  a n d  they used  every  m e a n s  in the i r  p o w e r  
to ob ta in  it. F i r s t  w a s  to see the L e a g u e  de l ibera te ly  tak e  up 
the rôle  of  o r g a n i s i n g  in te rn a t io na l  inte llec tual  w o r k  a l o n g  
th e  l ines  s u g g e s t e d  by them wi th  a firm, cen t ra l ,  useful  posi ­
t ion re se rved  to t h e  U I A  in i ts  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  Second ,  the y
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hoped to g e t  the L e a g u e  to ackn o w le d g e  publ ic ly the  c rea t ion  
of  the  In te rn a t io n a l  U n iv e r s i t y  by a c c e p t i n g  the p a t r o n a g e  of 
it, p e r h a p s  even s u p p o r t i n g  it f inanc ia l ly .  Thi rd,  the y  hoped 
to rece ive  a s u b s i d y  f rom th e  L e a g u e  to c a r r y  o u t  p a r t  of 
their  publ i sh ing  p r o g r a m  for the  UIA. Once  a g a i n  Ni tobe  
ha d  a specif ic p lan.  Before the W a r ,  the  second  W o r ld  C o n ­
g r e s s  of the U I A  ha d  d isc us sed  the poss ib i l i ty  of com pi l ing  
al l  the  v a r io u s  re so lu t io ns  of in te rn a t i o n a l  conferences  into 
a s i ng le  docume nt ,  w h a t  b e c a m e  kn o w n  as  a C ode d es  V oeux.7 
Ni tobe  th o u g h t  thi s  a p ro jec t  in w hic h  the L eague  m ig h t  be 
in te re s te d  a n d  lator  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  w e re  in fo rme d t h a t  
D r u m m o n d  w ou ld  be  pr epa red  to rec om m end to the  L e a g u e ’s 
Counci l  t h a t  the y  be g r a n t e d  a s u b s id y  of £  1,500 (or  90,000 
F renc h  f r ancs)  if they  ag re e d  to comple te  a n d  publ i sh  it.8

W h e n  the  Counci l  of  the L e a g u e  h ad  a se r ies  of  m e e t i n g s  
a l  S a n  Se b a s t ie n  a n d  a t  Rome in the  midd le  of 1920, Ot le t
a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  a d d r e s s e d  le t te rs  to D r u m m o n d ,  Léon B o u r ­
geois,  then F r e n c h  M in is te r  lo a n d  P re s i d e n t  of the  Counci l  
and  to J u l e s  Dest rée,  the Be lg ian  m in i s t e r  to th e  Counci l ,  
u r g i n g  the Le ague  to accept  the p a t r o n a g e  of  the  I n t e r n a t ­
ional  Univers i ty  and to c re a t e  an  o r g a n  for inte l lec tua l  w o rk  
a t  th e  League .  Des t r ée  h ad  not  repl ied to an  ear l ie r  le t ter  
r e q u e s t i n g  his in t e rvent ion  in the Co unci l ’s  de l ib e ra t io ns  on 
behal f  of t h e  U I A  a n d  ha d  been s e n t  a n  a n x io u s  te l e g r a m  
so o n  af ter .  Now he  received a long ,  f l a t t e r in g  let ter.  Ot le t
p u t s  his ca se  thus :

The B e lg ia n s  say :  there  is a polit ical L eag u e  of N ations .  There  is 
an  inte llectual and  econom ic L eague  of Nations .  You have set  up 
first  in Geneva;  the  second, rep resen ted  until  n ow  by the  in te rna t iona l  
assoc ia t ions,  is insta l led  in Brussels .  I t  h a s  a  C en tre  there ;  i t  is 
g r o w in g  b igger;  every  d a y  it receives new elem ents .  The L eag u e  of 
N ations ,  a s  a S ta te  does fo r  na tiona l  assoc ia t ions,  should  help the 
in te rn a t io n a l  assoc ia t ions  —  p a tro n a g e  and  subsidy. T h a t  is th e  g ene­
ra l  idea. It has  a lready  received a blessing . B y  official le t te r  of the
1st M ay,  the  Secretar ia t  of the  League  has  in form ed  u s  t h a t  it  will
con tr ibu te  a sum  of £1500 (90,000 F rench  francs)  for  the  publication 
of t h e . . . C ode d e s  Voeux. This w o rk  is dest ined to serve a s  the  basis  
for th e  w o rk  of the co n g re sse s  a t  B russe ls  in Sep tem ber  next.  The 
principle  of  co-opera tion  be tw een  o u r  LInion and  the  L eag u e  is a l ­
read y  established. M oreover,  M. Léon B ourgeo is  a g rees  completely 
w ith  Ihe resolu tion  w e p resen ted  and  reviewed a y ear  ago,  th a t  there  
should  be c rea ted  a t  the  L eag u e  a B ureau ,  a n a la g o u s  to  t h a t  fo r  
w o r k , ... charged  p r im ar i ly  w i th  be ing  an  o r g a n  of l ia ison w ith  the  
In te rn a tio n a l  Associa t ions of an  inte llectual order.
We ask  tha t  protection  g r a n t e d ... [The Red C ro ss i  be  ex tended  to 
all  the  free in te rna t iona l  assoc ia t ions  of importance ,  and  a lready ,  in 
a docum ent published by S ir  Eric D rum m ond  s  Sec re ta r ia t  in co-opera­
tion w ith  our  U nion  (L is te  d e s  A sso c ia tio n s In tern a tio n a les . In t ro d u c ­
t ion) ,  th is  poin t  seem s to have been recognised  in principle.
Here  a re  the e lem en ts  of  the s i tuat ion .  O ne  should m ake  them concrete  
in a n  imm ediately  practical form ula  for us. leav in g  developm ents  
to the  fu ture:  t h a t  the  In te rn a t io n a l  U n ive rs i ty  no w  fo rm ed  by the
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U IA  should  receive from the  Conference  of Rome, the  p a tro n a g e  of 
the  League  o i  N a t i o n s ... The n ew  Rector of  the  U nivers i ty  of Paris,  
th e  Com m ittee  of Eng lish  Universities,  seve ra l  Am erican universit ies, 
no t  to  c ite  o u r  Belgian  un ivers it ies  a n d  o u r  In te rn a tio n a l  Assoc ia­
tions.  a re  favourab le  to the  project.  B u t  it is im p o r ta n t  th a t  Destrée,  
at lile sa m e  time M in is te r  fo r  Sciences and  A rts  ol Belgium, inte llec­
tua l  socialis t ,  w h o  su p p o r ts  the Q u in za in e  In tern a tio n a le ,  should  become 
the g re a t  p ro tec tor  of the new In te rn a tio n a l  U nivers i ty  which will 
func tion  a t  B russels ,  should  o b ta in  recognition  for the  U n iv e rs i ty .— 
A nd  then w e  should h ave  fixed in Belgium so m e th in g  which will  be 
the  founda tion  of so m e th in g  in o r e — see, see one  day,  the H ead ­
q u a r te r s  of  the  League  of N ations .9

In J u n e  Ni to be  v is i ted B rus se l s  to  see  for h imsel f  how 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  for the much ad v e r t i s e d  Univers i ty  were  pro­
g r e s s in g .  D r u m m o n d  w r o te  very e n c o u r a g in g ly  to Ot le t  a nd  
La  F o n t a i n e  as  a re su l t  of thi s  v i s i t . 10 O n  the  31 st  July,  
D r u m m o n d  reported th a t  the Council

u nan im ous ly  a g reed  in reco g n is in g  your  project of a n  In terna tiona l  
U nivers i ty  as an  en te rp r ise  worthy  of all en couragem en t.  I have accord­
ingly  been ins tructed  to c om m unica te  to  you the result  of their 
delibera t ions .  T he  Council  w h i le  reserv ing  the question of formal 
p a t ro n a g e  a t  this early  s ta g e  of the  fo rm ation  of the said University  
w h en  m an y  e lem ents  of  i ts  successful o pe ra t ion  a re  still indefinite , 
n o n e  the  less wish  to convey to  you  the  express ion  of their  deep sym ­
p a th y  w ith  the new work  you h ave  u n d e r ta k en  a s  well a s  their  most  
s incere  good w ishes  fo r  i ts  success. They a lso  wish  to  give  you  the 
a s su ra n c e  th a t  the S ecre ta r ia t  of  the League  of N a t ions  is au thorised  
to facili tate  to the  fullest  ex ten t  in i ts  pow ers  the achievem ent of  the 
w o rk  of in te rna t iona l  in te res t  which the  U n ive rs i ty  is un d e r­
t a k in g ."

D r u m m o n d  a l so  in formed Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  t h a t  the 
Council  ha d  formal ly  a g r e e d  to his  reques t  th a t  the League  
sub s i d is e  th e  publ ica t ion  of the  C ode d es  V o eu x .'2 The  c o n v e n ­
t ions  for thi s  were  s i g n e d  a nd  del ivered in A u gu s t .  La F o n ­
ta ine  a s s u m e d  the respons ib i l i ty  for p r e p a r i n g  the  work.  
A dif f icul ty  had  a r i se n  by thi s  t ime.  The  p r i n t e r  ha d  told him, 
he wro te  to Nitobe,  th a t  it w a s

ind ispensab le  to buy  the  p ap er  necessa ry  for the  publication of the 
C ode d es V oeux  beforehand. The sca rc i ty  of  paper,  the  difficulty of 
o b ta in in g  paper  of  the  sam e  quali ty  a f te r  a few weeks and  the  c o n ­
s t a n t ly  inc reas ing  price ob l iges  u s  to take  p recau tionary  m easures  
so  t h a t  the  p r in t in g  of the C ode d e s  V oeux  c a n  g o  ahead  w ithou t  
in te rrup tion .  In  these  c ircumstances ,  it will  be  necessary  for  u s  to 
d r a w  from a credit  opened fo r  u s  a su m  la rg e  enough  to  buy the 
paper,  and  it is probab le  t h a t  this  sum  w ould  am o u n t  to 20,000 francs.  
I th ink  th e  te rm s  of the a g r e e m e n t ... will  n o t  be a g a in s t  this sum being 
pu t  a t  o u r  d isposa l  with  the  briefest  de lay  poss ib le ,13

H e  poin ted  ou t  a lso t h a t  work  on the  C ode d es  V oeux  would  
he de layed  briefly b ecau se  of the  a p p r o a c h i n g  Q u in z a in e  I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l e  which  w a s  a b s o r b i n g  all of his a n d  O t l c t ’s  t ime.  
They  hoped,  however ,  th a t  p r i n t i n g  could  begin  in mi d-Sep ­
tember .
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Otle t  wro te  to  Ni tob e  a n d  o th e r s  t h a n k i n g  th e m  lor  th e i r  
s u p p o r t  a t  the  L e a g u e ’s Council  me e t in g .  In his  l e t te r  to Léon 
B ourgeo is  he expressed  the impor tance  of the event s  of 
1920 thus:

W e can n o t  w a i t  to  tell you  how precious your  sy m p a th y  has  been 
for us. Here  w e  are  insta l led  in a v a s t  edif ice p u t  a t  our  disposal 
by  the  B elg ian  governm en t,  w here  it is possible to show by the  resu lts  
a l read y  obtained  in the  collections a lready  g a t h e r e d ... the  significance 
of a q u a r te r  of a cen tu ry  of sus ta ined  effort. It is very  sa t is fy in g  
to us and  to our  nu m ero u s  and  m odes t  collabora tors ,  who have been 
a n im ated  by the  sam e  faith a s  ours ,  to observe  th a t  the  h ighes t
a u th o r i ty  no w  ex is t ing  in th e  world  has  no t  hes i ta ted  to  give it
e n co u rag em en t  ...u

T H E  F I R S T  Q U IN Z A IN E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L E

The f ir s t  Q u in z a in e  In te r na t io na le ,  for  which  the  K i n g
a g r e e d  to  be P a t r o n , 15 seems to  h a v e  been a success .  T h e
move  to the P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  w a s  more  or  less c o m ­
pleted by  the  t ime  it opened.  The  In te rn a t io na l  Uni ve rs i ty  w a s  
well  a t te n d ed  by s t u d e n t s  a n d  professors  alike.  Fi f ty p ro fe sso rs  
f rom eleven co un t r i e s  d i sc o u r s in g  in a t  l ea s t  four l a n g u a g e s .  
Fre nch ,  Eng l i s h ,  S p a n i s h  a nd  E s p e r a n to ,  de l ivered 106 h o u r s  
of a d d re ss e s  divided into fif ty-three courses  to abou t  a h u n ­
dred formal ly  enro l led  s t u d e n t s  a n d  to about  a hu n d re d  « a u d i ­
to rs » .16 Nitobe  a f te r  some he s i ta t io n  w a s  in s t ruc ted  to  l e c tu re
on the  L e a g u e  an d  v a r io u s  o th e r  m e m b e r s  of the  L e a g u e ’s
S e c re ta r i a t  a t te n d e d  a s  au d i t o rs  to p a r t i c u l a r  se ss ions  of in­
te res t .17 The  conference  formally to cons t i t u t e  the Univers i ty  
ad op ted  the s t a t u t e s  propose d  by Ot le t  for it. On several  
o ccas io ns  w he n  deba te  becam e  involved a n d  a n g r y  about  th e  
n a m e  of th e  Unive rs i ty ,  the  possible  problem of na t io na l  b i a s  
a nd  the  perf idy  of s om e  G e r m a n  sc ient is ts ,  Ot le t  in te rvened  
to g r e a t  a p p la u s e  wi th  fe rvent  and  e le va ted  express ion  of h i s  
hopes  for the Un ivers i ty .  Whe n  al l  w a s  sa t i s fac tor i ly  done» 
both Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  pra i sed  a n d  c o n g ra tu l a t e d ,  O t l e t  
dec la red:

R enan  h a s  defined pa tr io t ism  a s  the sen t im en t  which u n i te s  men of 
one  place by the  m em ory  of g rea t  th in g s  done togethe r  a n d  the h ope  
of accom plish ing  m ore  of them. W hen  one  can  say  th is  of hum an i ty ,  
when, th a n k s  to the  g rea t  in te rn a t io n a l  foundations,  and  no tab ly  th is
U nivers i ty  ju s t  const itu ted ,  all  m en on the  whole  of the e a r th  will  be
united by th is  sen t im en t,  by the m em ory  of g rea l  th in g s  done toge the r  
and  the hope of accomplishing m ore  of them, tha t  day  will m ark  
th e  b eg in n in g  of a new era  and  I hope tha t  w e will have  contr ibu ted  
here to i ts  c o m in g  (sus ta ined  a p p la u se ) .1"

Th ere  w e re  de l e g a te s  f rom H o l l a n d  (D onke r  Duyvis  was- 
on e) ,  Luxembourg ,  Cze chos lovakia ,  Spa in ,  I taly,  P o l an d  a nd  
F ran ce  to the Confe rence  of Bib l iography .  Th e re  w e re  no 
de le ga te s  from E n g l a n d  ( t he  L ib ra ry  Assoc ia t ion w a s  m e e t i n g  
a t  the  s a m e  t im e  as  the  C o n f e r e n - e  of  Bib l io gr ap hy ) ,  a nd  only.
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a few f rom Amer ica .  Th e  Confe rence  b e g a n  wi t h  ceremony.  La 
F o n ta in e  spoke  ab ou t  the  h i s tory  of the  I IB.  Ot le t  looked into 
the  fu ture  a n d  reg is te red  the  twe lve  mi l l ion th  ca rd  in the 
U niversa l  Bib l iog raphic  Reper tory.  Th e  devoted  w o rk  of 
M a s u r e  w a s  a c k n o w le d g e d  a n d  a formal  reply pr epa re d  to a 
le t ter  a d d r e s s e d  th r o u g h  Ot le t  in 1918 to « the  L i b r a r i a n s  of 
Be lg iu m»  f rom the A m e r i c a n  L ib ra ry  Assoc ia t ion .  At  its 
A n n u a l  Confe rence  in 1918 the  A m er ican  L ib ra ry  Assoc iat ion 
h a d  p ledged  its help to rebui ld  the  l i b r a ry  of  the Un iver s i t y  
of Louvain ,  w a n t o n l y  des t royed by  th e  G e r m a n s .  It conveyed  
th i s  offer  of help in a let te r to Öt le t  in which,  a t  the s am e  
t ime,  it expr ess ed  « the  hope  t h a t  th e  v a lu a b le  R ép erto ire  of 
the Ins t i t u t  In te rn a t io na l  de Bib l iographie ,  a un ique  t r ea su re  
house  of wor ld  service,  m a y  prove to h a v e  been left un touched  
by  th e  o ccup anc y  of B rus se l s  . . .»

The  C onf e re n c e  reso lved  th a t  a n  I n te r n a t io n a l  U nion  or  
F e d e ra t i o n  of  Bib l io gr aph y  wi th  N a t i o n a l  C ounci l s  re po r t in g  
to it, shou ld  be c reated.  The  in te rn a t io na l  b u r e a u  or  cen ter  
w oul d  be t h e  I IB.  A p r i m a r y  a im  of the U n i o n  or  F ed e ra t io n  
w oul d  be the fur ther  deve lopment  of  the  ta b les  of  the 
Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  Th is  su bj ec t  w a s  d i s cussed  a t  l ength.  
I t  w a s  agr e e d  th a t  t h e  ta b le s  shou ld  be re i ss ued  as  soon as  
poss ib le  and  a m a c h in e ry  devised  for re v is in g  th e m  a nd  
keep in g  them up lo da te.  The  Dut ch  de lega t io n  proposed  th a t  
the  m o s t  « im p o r ta n t  s t ud ie s  and  sc ient i f ic  d i scuss ions  held at  
the  I IB wi th  gr o u p s  of  i ts  co l la b o ra to rs  for th e  ex tens ion  of 
the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  should  be publi shed».  The  C onfe r ­
ence  a p p la u d e d  the work  of the IIB,  b u t  recognised  tha t  there 
w a s  much to be c a u g h t  up  on  b ecau se  of the  i n te r rup t ion  of 
the  W a r .  II took the  oppor tu n i ty ,  too,  «to d i s t in gu is h  henc e ­
forth be tw een  the scient if ic  a n d  co l lect ing w ork  of the Ins t i tu te  
and  i ts  w o rk  of o r g a n i s i n g  co-operat ion  which w oul d  be  a p p r o p ­
r ia te  to a F ede ra t io n  of which the  Ins t i t u te  wo uld  be an 
in t e g ra l  pa r t» .  As for the RBU .  the Con fe re nce  adopt ed  the 
fo l lowing  reso lu t ion :

C o n sid e r in g  the  im portance  (ha t  docum en ta t ion  h a s  a ssum ed  in sc ien­
tific and  pract ica l  a ffa irs ,  especially  in th e  course  of the  war; c o n ­
s id e r in g  lire g re a t  e ffort  expended un d e r  the  leadership  of the  IIB  bv 
purely v o lun ta ry  co-operation ,  but o bse rv ing  th e  pow erlessness  of 
fo l lowing the  w ork actua l ly  begun  with the  m ean s  a t  i ts  d isposa l  
up  till now, it is desirab le  th a t  the Répertoire  B ibliographique  U niver­
sel become an in te rna t iona l  public  service. It is for  the  League  of 
N a t io n s ... to take  the init iative  in the  c rea tion  of such a service.10

Though supe r f ic ia l ly  a sm a l l  bu t  w o r t h y  su cces so r  to the 
ear l i e r  co n fe rences  of  the  I IB,  one  c an  s e e , 'w i t h  s om e  of the 
w i s d o m  of h in ds ig h t ,  in th e  re su l t s  of  the  Confe rence  the 
b e g i n n i n g  of the  d i s in t e g ra t i o n  of  the I IB a s  or ig in a l ly  con­
ceived by Otlet .  The  formal recogn i t ion  t h a t  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  deve lopmen t  of  the R B U  cou ld  be s e p a r a t e d  from its
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w o rk  of in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of co-opera t ion  in do c u ­
m e n ta t i o n  w a s  a b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  ended  in the r ea l i s a t io n  th a t  
they  m u s t  be  se p a ra te d .  P h r a s e d  a s  the  re so lu t io ns  were ,  they  
could  on ly  s u g g e s t  a p p ro b a t i o n  of a nd  co nce rn  for  the  fu ture 
of tw o  essen t i a l  ac t ivi t i es  of the  Ins t i tu te .  B u t  they were  in 
a se ns e  the  f irst  of  a s low  se r i es  of  r evo lu t i on a ry  re a l i sa t i ons  
which  led to t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a s  v a r i o u s  m is fo r tu n es  befell  the  
O I B  in Brusse ls .

T he  em erge nce  of a s t r o n g  Dutch  in te res t  in the Decimal  
Cla ss i f ica t ion  a lso h ad  f a r - re ac h in g  consequences  n o t  a t  once 
evident .  The  de l ega t ion  w e n t  back  to H o l l a n d  wi th  a di fferent  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  from t h a t  which Ot le t  ha d  hoped the C on fe r ­
ence  m i g h t  enc our age .  «The idea of c re a t i n g  a wor ld  cen t e r  
for  do cu m en ta t i o n  looked imposs ib le  u n d e r  the  c i r c u m s ta n c e  
of the t ime» and  D on ke r  Duyvis  « th ough t  a n o t h e r  ro a d  should  
be taken:  t h a t  of  c r e a t i n g  in each coun t ry  a na t iona l  cen ter  for 
d oc um en ta t i on ,  f o r g in g  c lose  co-operat ion be tween  them and  
then only,  c o n te m p la t i n g  the m a k i n g  of a wor ld  unif ied 
center».  This idea w a s  s im i la r  to but  u l t imate ly  qu i te  differ­
en t  in its e m p h a s i s  a nd  in i ts consequenc es  from Ot l e t ' s  idea 
of na t i o n a l  counci l s  a n d  a W or ld  F ede ra t io n  or  Un io n .  Donk er  
Duyvis,  to begin  c a r r y i n g  it out ,  set about  o r g a n i s i n g  the 
Ned er la n d sch  Ins t i tuu t  voor  D ocu men ta t ie  en R e g i s t r a t u u r  
(Nider )  in 1921. It p roved  to  be successful  a n d  be cam e  «an 
im po s i ng  fac tor  in p ro v id in g  scient i f ic  a n d  technica l  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  to se rv ices  a n d  ind us t r ia l  concerns» .  It w as ,  indeed,  given 
the  inef fec tiveness of  the  B u r e a u  B ib l io gra ph iqu e  de P a r i s ,  
the  ex is tence  of which few l a t e r  s t u d e n t s  seem to h a v e  been 
aw are ,  « the  f irst  a m o n g  the  grou p  of  na t i o n a l  bu re a u x  of thi s  
kind».20

The  C o n g r e s s  of  the U n io n  of  I n te r n a t io n a l  Asso c ia t io ns  
a l so  fol lowed th e  p a t t e r n  of p rev io us  congr es se s .  I t  h a d  three  
ge ne ra l  a ims:  first,  « to  de te rm ine  the role of the In te rna t io na l  
As so c ia t io ns  in the new  or de r  c re a te d  by the L e a g u e  of  N a ­
t ions» ;  second ,  «to def ine a n d  e n l a r g e  the  role of  th e  U nion  
of I n te r n a t io n a l  Assoc ia t ions» ;  a n d  thi rd ,  to a s s i s t  in «the 
mobi l i sa t ion  of en e rg y  which wil l  lead lo the s y s te m a t i c  o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n  of all Ihe ma ter ia l ,  mora l  a n d  intel lectua l  forces of 
the  wor ld» .21 The  m a in  resu l t  of the  c o n g r e s s  w a s  a reso lu t ion  
d irected a t  the  L e a g u e  of  Nat ion s :

T hat  the L e a g u e  of N a t ions  be responsible  for  the c rea t ion  of an  in ­
te rna t iona l  o rg a n is a t io n  for inte llectual work  a n a la g o u s  to those 
a l read y  c rea ted  for m an u a l  work , fo r  hyg iene  a n d  for economic m at te rs ;  
T h a t  th is  o rg an isa t io n ,  inspired  by  the  p a r t icu la r  necessi t ies  of  in te l ­
lectual work , should en joy  considerab le  au to n o m y  of the  k ind assu red  
to  the  In te rn a t io n a l  B ureau  of W ork, I ts  aim will be  to  aid the  rapid  
developm ent of the  sciences and  of education  by c o -o rd in a t in g  the  
act iv ity  of three  g ro u p s  of o rg an isa t io n s :  the  g re a t  na t iona l  inte llectual 
in s t i tu t ions  of the  va r ious  countr ies ;  th e  g re a t  in te rn a t io n a l  a sso c ia ­
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t ions  e ither ex is t ing  o r  to be  c rea ted  which p u rsu e  a im s  of s tudv  
and  research; th e  g r e a t  in te rn a t io n a l  inte llectual e s tab l ishm en ts  ex is t ing  
o r  to be c rea ted  (Scientif ic  Bureaux.  In te rn a tio n a l  U nivers i ty ,  I n te r n a ­
tiona l  In s t i tu te  of Bibliography, In te rn a t io n a l  Library ,  In te rna t iona l  
.Museum. In te rn a t io n a l  Laboratories ,  In te rn a tio n a l  Office of Inventions 
a n d  P a te n t s ,  In s t i tu te  of S ta n d a rd s ,  In s t i tu te  of  Social Research, 
etc. etc.);

To this  end. it w ould  be  desirable  tha t  the L eague  of Nations 
w ith  the  briefest  u i  de lays  call toge the r  an  In te rn a t io n a l  Intellectual 
Conference c h arg ed  with the  task  of d ra w in g  up  the  s ta tu te s  of such 
a n  o rg an isa t io n ,  charged  also w ith  the  task  of fo rm u la t in g  for the
problem s of in te rn a t io n a l  reconstruc tion ,  conclus ions  and  recom m en­
d a tio n s  of a sc ientif ic  kind...“

T H E  L E A G U E  O F  N A T IO N S

At the  end of Se ptem ber ,  S i r  Eric D ru m m o n d ,  the L e a g u e ’s 
Sec re ta ry -G en er a l ,  paid a v is i t  lo the P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  and 
sp ent  o v e r  a n  hour  loo ki ng  th r o u g h  it. Ot le t  took the  o p p o r ­
tu n i t y  p e r s o n a l ly  to u r g e  the  L e a g u e  to se t  up  a n  o r g a n  tor  
inte llectua l w o rk  w h o s e  first t a sk s  should  be  « the  full deve lop­
m e n t  of the In te rn a t i o n a l  Univers i ty  a n d  Universa l  Docu­
m e n ta t i o n » .20 H e  (hen wen t  a w a y  for a sho r t  ho l iday.24 He 
w a s  a n x io u s  to be b a c k  in B r u s s e l s  for the  m e e t in g s  of the 
League  of  N a t io ns '  Counci l  scheduled  to be gi n  there  on  the 
20th October ,  1920. On the 23rd,  he and  La F o n t a i n e  formal ly  
pas sed  on to the  Counci l  the reso lu t ions  of  the  C o n g rès  
Mo n d ia l . 25 Pau l  H y m a n s ,  then Be lg ian  Min is te r  to the Counci l ,  
p res ided  ove r  i ts  de l ib e ra t io ns  in Br us se l s .  He  as ke d  O t l e t  for 
a repor t  on  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  Un ivers i ty ,  and  Ot le t  a t  once 
sen t  one  off not  on ly  on the  U n iv e r s i t y '  but  on the  whole of 
the Q u in z a in e  In te rn a t io n a le  a n d  the in te r na t io na l  p r o g r a m  
he  a n d  La F o n ta in e  w e re  s p o n s o r in g ,  a nd  official ly invi ted 
the  m e m b e r s  of th e  Counci l  to visi t  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l .26 
H y m a n s ,  it seemed,  did n o th in g  abo ut  O t le t ’s  r epo r t s  a nd  
le t ters .27 Ni tobe,  w h o  w a s  a l so  sen t  a copy of O t l e t ’s repor t  
which  he c i r cu la ted  with in the  L eague  S ec re ta r ia t ,  cau tioned:  
« the p lan  you propose  [for  a n  intel lectua l  o r g a n  at  the 
League]  h a s  been su g g e s t e d  by a nu m ber  of bodies  in di fferent  
fo rm s  a nd  by dif ferent  count r ies ,  a n d  I th ink  th e  t ime  will 
c om e  to co-o rd ina te  them and  c a r r y  the  p la n  into effect. In 
w h a t  form thi s  wil l  be, I am,  of  course ,  not  in a posi t ion to 
predict».28

The  f irst  G e n e ra l  A sse mb ly  of the  L e a g u e  of N a t io n s  m e t  
in Geneva  on N ovem ber  15. 1920. P a u l  H y m a n s  w a s  elected 
i ts P re s id e n t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  a t t e n d e d  as  on e  of  the  Be lg ia n  
rep re sen ta t iv es .  As  the  de l ibe ra t io ns  of the  A sse mb ly  got  under  
way,  Ot le t  sen t  the fo l lowing te le g ram  to H y m a n s :

Please  com m unica te  to Assembly  o u r  resolu tion  a sk in g  for c rea tion  
of in te rn a t io n a l  o rg a n is a t io n  of inte llectual work . Hope  first  world  a s ­
sem bly  will  indica te  sy m p a th y  for scientific  in te res ts  a s  fo r  economic 
in te res ts  a n d  will  decide on  project.”
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The P a l a i s  Mondial 
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y

T he  P a la is  Mondial
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y

The P a la is  M ondial
T h e  U n i v e r s a l  B i u l r u g r u p n i c  K c p e r t o r y

The P a l a i s  M ondial
T h e  Hoorn  l o i  L e g a l  S e r v i l e s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M u se u m



Tile P a la is  Mondial 
T h e  A e r o n u u t l c  K o o r t i .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M u s e u m

The P a la is  Mondial 
T h e  A u d i t o r i u m  o l  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y

The P a la i s  Mondial 
T h e  S p a n i s h  R o u m .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M u s e u m

The P a la is  Mondial 
R o o m s  o l  t h e  D o c u m e n t a r y  E n c y c l o p e d i a



The A sse mb ly  ap p o in te d  a n u m b e r  oi  com m it t e e s  to s tudy  
v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  before it. La F o n ta in e  ac ted  a s  rapporteur  
for  C o m m i t te e  No. 2, Technica l  O r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a m o n g  whose 
b u s in e s s  w a s  h i s  ow n pr op osa ls  c o n c e r n i n g  the  o rg a n i s a t i o n  
of  in tel lec tua l  work  a t  the  League .  O n  beha l f  of h i s  commit tee  
he pre se n t ed  thi s  re so lu t ion  to the Assembly :

The Assembly  of the League  o i  Nations ,  ap p ro v in g  the  a ss is tance  which 
th e  C ounc il  h a s  g iv en  t o  w o rk s  h a v in g  fo r  the ir  o b jec t  t h e  develop­
m ent of  in te rn a t io n a l  co-opera tion  in the  dom ain  oi inte llectual ac­
tivity, and  especially  the m o ra l  anil m ate ria l  su p p o r t  g iven  to the 
U nion  of In te rn a tio n a l  A ssoc ia t ions  on  the occasion of the Inaugura l  
Session of the  In te rn a t io n a l  U nivers i ty  a n d  of the  publica tion  of the 
list of Recom m endations and  R eso lu tions of the  In te rn a t io n a l  C ongresses  
[C ode d e s  V o eux], r e com m ends  th a t  the  C ouncil  sh o u ld  con tinue  
its e f fo r ts  in th is  d irection, a n d  should  assoc ia te  itself a s  closely as 
possible with all e f fo r ts  ten d in g  to  b r in g  a bou t  the  in te rna t iona l  
o rg a n is a t io n  of inte llectual work.
The Assembly fu r ther  inv ites  the  Council  to  report  favourab ly  the 
e ffo r ts  which a re  a lready  in p ro g res s  to this end.  to place them  under  
i t s  a u g u s t  protection , if  i t  be possible, a n d  to  p re se n t  to  the Assembly  
d u r in g  i ts  nex t  sess ion  a detailed report  on  the educa tiona l  influence 
which it  would be their du ty  to  exert with  a view to develop ing  a lib­
e ra l  spirit  of  goodwill and  w orld -w ide  co-operation , and  to  report  on 
the adv isab il i ty  of g iv in g  them sh ap e  in a  technical o rg an isa t io n  
a t tached  to the  League.“

L a  F o n t a i n e  spoke  e loquent ly  in s u p p o r t  of the  reso lu t ion  
r a l l y i n g  to  him a n u m b e r  of t i red and  h u n g r y  l is teners ,  «and  
t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  dea l  of applause».-'" A deba t e  e n s u e d  for 
th e re  w e re  some,  especia l ly  an  E n g l i s h  L a b o u r  M e m b e r  of 
P a r l i a m e n t ,  w h o  opposed  the  reso lu t ion  m i s t a k i n g  i t  a cco rd ­
ing  to an  A m er ica n  observer,  Pr in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty ’s L ib ra r i ­
an ,  Ernes t  C u s h i n g  Rich ardson ,  as  a cal l  for the u n io n is a ­
t ion of in tel lec tua l  workers.  This w a s  a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  La 
F o n t a i n e  c la ri f ied,  acco rd in g  to Ri cha rd son ,  «in a cap ita l  
speech  w hic h  sh owe d  all the bes t  t r a i t s  of the  t r a in ed  p a r l i a ­
m e n t a r y  deba te r».  The  los ing  and  p a s s i n g  of  va r io us  procedura l  
m ot ions  which  fol lowed « w as  done  so r ap id ly  u n d e r  the 
ski l led dr iv ing  of M. H y m a n s ,  th a t  it sounded  like a machine  
g u n ,  a n d  it w a s  ab out  as  h a r d  lo  fol low a s  th e  g u n ’s  bu l le t s» .32 
The  upsh ot  of  it all w a s  th a t  w hen  La F o n ta in e ' s  mot ion  w a s  
put  « the  re p re se n ta t i v es  of th ir ty - four  s t a t e s  rose to  thei r  
feet».33 Here ,  then,  w a s  con s i de rab l e  su pp or t  for  the UIA,  a n d  
a w i l l i n g n e s s  to pu r su e  the imp l ica t ions  of  i ts  e leva t ion  to 
a  technica l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  League.

Never the less ,  Nitobe,  r e p o r t i n g  to O t l e t  a f te r  th e  A sse mb ly  
d ispersed ,  w a s  still ca u t i o u s  and  obse rved  only  th a t  « the  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  of intel lec tua l  l abou r  is in p r o s p e c t . . .  I am 
a f r a id  w e  sha ll  h a v e  to work  pre t ty  h a r d  d u r i n g  the  next  
f e w  w e e k s  if w e  a r e  t o  e xp ed i t e  th e  m a t t e r ,  bu t  I k now  your  
soul  is in it».34 N o th in g  could  be  t ruer  tha n  this,  and  work
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h a r d  a n d  hopeful ly  he did.  D u r i n g  J a n u a r y  he a n d  La F o n ­
t a i n e  p r e p a r e d  a d r a f t  co n v e n t i o n  for  a n  in te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ion for intel lectua l  l abour ,  copies of w hich  w e re  se n t  off in 
ea r l y  F e b r u a r y  to D r u m m o n d  and  Ni tobe ,  to ge the r  with 
v a r io u s  pe r su as i ve  le t te rs  to m em ber s  of the Counci l .  «We have  
d r a w n  insp i ra t ion» ,  they repor ted  to  D r u m m o n d ,  «from the 
t e x t s  o f  re so lu t io n s  v o t e d  a n d  of  a r t i c le s  con ta in e d  in the 
c o n ven t io ns  which h a v e  c re a te d  the  d if ferent  t echnical  o r g a n ­
i sa t io ns  of the  League» .  Tiiey a l so  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  the Union 
of  In te rn a t io na l  Asso c i a t ion s  «be c h a r g e d  with the physical  
p r e p a r a t io n »  of the  conference  t h a t  w oul d  need to be cal led 
to  d i s cus s  the i r  d r a f t  in o r d e r  to  p r e p a r e  o n e  forma l ly  for 
the  L e a g u e ' s  Assembly .  This  conference ,  they observed,  should  
«be  held in B r u s s e l s  in the  midd le  even  of th os e  in s t i tu t io ns  
w h ic h  it is  asked  to e l eva te  to the  d eg ree  of in te rn a t i o n a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a t t a ch ed  to the  L e a g u e  of Nat ions» .35

Ni to b e  w a r n e d  t h e m  of  v a r i o u s  d if f icu lt ies  t h e i r  p ro posa l s  
w o u ld  encoun te r ,33 but  th i s  d id not  p r e p a re  them for the 
repor t  which w a s  adop ted  by the  Council  at  i ts  m e e t i n g  in 
P a r i s  on the  1st M a rc h ,  1921.37 In  this repo r t  w e re  d i scussed  
th e  v a r io u s  m a t t e r s  ra i se d  in t h e  A ss e m b ly ’s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
t o  th e  Counci l  in 1920 in re la t ion  to  the  UIA.  T h e  rap p o rteu r. 
t h e  S p a n is h  represen ta t ive ,  Q u i n o n e s  de  Leon,  s u m m a r i s e d  
t h e  L e a g u e ' s  r e la t io ns  wi th  the  UIA .  I le  refe rred  to the sub s id y  
g r a n t e d  to  the UIA to publ ish the C ode des V oeux  a s  ful fi l l ing 
t h a t  par t  of Ar t ic le  24 of  the L e a g u e ' s  C o v e n a n t  involv ing  
it in n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  obse rved  
t h a t  to fulfil the A ssem b ly ' s  c h a r g e  co n c e rn in g  Ar tic le  24. 
more  of  such a s s i s ta n c e  «in th e  s a m e  l ine a n d  in the s a m e  
spi r i t»  should  be g r a n t e d  a s  more  a n d  m o re  d e m a n d s  were  
m a d e  upon the L e a g u e  a s  conf idence  g r e w  in it. He  refe rred  
to  th e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  g i ven  b y  th e  Co unc i l  t o  th e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  
Unive rs i ty ,  a l t h o u g h  formal  p a t r o n a g e  ha d  been denied  it. The 
r epor t  su b m i t te d  to the  Counci l  on the  w o rk  of the U n i v e r ­
s i ty ’s f irs t  session ,  he  observed ,  m a d e  it ev ident  th a t  it had 
«achieved  con s id e ra b l e  resul t s».  As  for Ot le t  a nd  La Fon ta ine ,  
« t h e  Counci l  wil l  no t  s t i n t  the i r  a d m i r a t i o n  for  the  h ig h  sp i r i t  
wh ich  gu id ed  them in thi s  en te rpr i se» .  In v iew  of a proposal  
to  hold a second  sess ion  of the U n iv e r s i t y  la te r  in 1921, de 
Leon t h o u g h t  th a t  «if th e  Co un ci l  st ill  v i e w  it with app rova l  
a n d  interest ,  it will p e r h a p s  a u th o r i s e  the S ec re ta r y-Gene ra l  
t o  re n d e r  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  l ies w i t h in  h i s  power».  H e  poin ted  
ou t  th a t  the  A s s e m b l y ’s re qu es t  to  the Counci l  for a repor t  on 
th e  ed uca t io na l  in f luence  of  t h e  UIA h a d  been accepted  and  
w oul d  be pre sen ted  at  the  nex t  m e e t i n g  of the  Assembly .  
F in a l ly ,  he dea l t  wi th  the  A ss e m b ly ’s  request  t h a t  th e  Counci l  
repor t  on  th e  idea of  c r e a t i n g  a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
for in te l lec tual  l abour  to be a t ta ched  to the  League .
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In de L eo n ’s  v i e w  there  w e r e  t w o  poss ibi l i t ies:  to e l eva te  
the  ex is t i n g  UIA,  as  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  hoped ,  to the  
s t a t u s  of a t echnical  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a t t ach ed  to t h e  League ,  
o r  to c rea te  a n e w  o rg a n is a t i o n .  To  t a k e  e i ther  course ,  how­
ever ,  seemed to  de  Leon to  ra i s e  two ser ious  cons idera t ions .  
O n e  w a s  the  problem of w h e th e r  n a t i o n s  w e re  re ad y  for «an 
en te rp r i s e  s im i l a r  to  th e  In te rn a t io n a l  L a b o u r  B ureau» ,  the 
model  upon which  its a d v o ca te s  w ou ld  h a v e  the  new o r g a n i s a ­
t ion ba sed .  B ut  the g r e a t e r  diff icul ty w a s  posed in de Leon 's  
view,  by the prob lem s of f ina nc i ng  the c rea t ion  of a new  o r g a n ­
i sa t ion «no t  to sp e a k  of m a i n t a i n i n g  it on a sca le  c o m m e n ­
s u r a t e  wi th  i ts  high purpose».  Moreover ,  he  w e n t  on,  «the 
record of  the Union of In te rn a t io na l  Assoc i a t io ns  s h o w s  that  
v o l u n t a r y  ef for ts  c an  ach ieve  g r e a t  re su l t s  a n d  we believe 
t h a t  it c a n  do m o re  in future.  W o u l d  it n o t  be a m is ta ke n  
policy to  h in d e r  th e se  v o l u n t a r y  e ffor ts  by t u r n i n g  them into 
an  official  ch an n e l? »  O th e r  d iff icul t ies  w e re  r a i s ed  by v a r io u s  
s im i la r  p ro p o sa ls  p re se n t ly  before  the  Counci l  and  he  s u g g e s t ­
ed th a t  these m a t t e r s  sh o u ld  be  re fe r red  b a c k  to the Se c re ta r ia t
of the L e a g u e  for fur ther  s t u d y  a n d  th a t  a r epor t  be
m a d e  to a su b se q u e n t  m e e t i n g  of  the  Council .

The d ay  a f te r  t h e  a do pt io n  by the  Counci l  of  de  L eon ' s  
repor t  Nitobe  w ro te  a lo n g  le t ter  to Ot let  an d  La  F o n t a i n e  
m a r k e d  «st r ic t ly confident ia l»,  a l et te r w hic h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
Ni tobe  h imsel f  m a y  h a v e  been a n  inf luence a g a i n s t  the B e l ­
g ia n  plan :

The resu l t  is ju s t  w h a t  w e e x p e c te d ... But ,  a s  I have  sa id  before, a s  
the  sec re tary  c h arg ed  w ith  d r a w in g  up a p lan  with an im m edia te  
practical end,  I frank ly  confess  y o u r  scheme of inte l lectua l  o rg a n is a t io n  
s tr ikes m e still  a s  a l it t le  in a dvance  of time, and  in ta lk in g  w ith  a
n u m b er  of people  w h o  know the s ig n s  of the  t ime b e t te r  than  I do,
I h ave  found  n one  w h o  spoke  in favour  of  a d o p t in g  it a t  present.
I th ink  you will have  to w a i t  p e rh ap s  three  o r  fou r  yea rs  lo n g e r  for 
real isa t ion ,  and  in the  m ean t im e  let u s  do  every th in g  in o u r  power 
to m ake  the  idea  m o re  g enera l ly  know n. To re tu rn  lo the  decision of 
the  Council ,  1 ra th e r  looked fo rw ard  to  som e expression of in te res t  
in, if  no t  support  of, y o u r  v iew s  from  som e of the  members,  bu t  the 
only m ention  th a t  w a s  m ad e  by them  w a s  a  m ere  reference to a let­
ter  you w ro te  to som e of them. This  is no  reflection upon their  in te r ­
est in the  scheme, I believe, bu t  like the rest of  us I th ink  they keep 
silence because  they  th in k  the  scheme is a lit tle p rem atu re .  I hope 
th is  g loomy report  w il l  n o t  cau se  you d esp a ir  because  1 am  su re  th a t  
in your  lo n g  concern  fo r  the  cau se  of in te rna t iona l ism  you  h ave  had 
m an y  occasions of a  m o re  d isc o u ra g in g  n a tu r e . . .  I believe in some 
form the quest ion  will  be  re susc i ta ted  and  g ro w  in the  n e a r  future. 
S peak ing  of g leam s  of h o p e ... I believe the  C ouncil  is quite  prepared  
to  con tinue  its  sy m p a th y  for the  w ork of the  univers ity ,  a n d  I im ­
ag ine  tha t  it m ay  be inclined to g o  a  s tep  fur ther  in a s se n t in g  to give 
i ts  p a t ro n a g e  . The Council  is n o t  re a d y  to  ad v ise  the Assembly  to  
c rea te  a new technical o rg an isa t io n ,  bu t  even here  there  is u l t im ate  
hope.
A t y e s te rd a y ’s  m ee ting ,  the C ouncil  decided to  take  un d e r  the a u th o r i ­
ty  o f  the  League  even p r iv a te  in te rn a t io n a l  bureaux. Of course  som e
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necessa ry  c o nd it ions  will  h ave  to  be  fulfil led before  w e can  take  them. 
Anyhow,'  in te rn a t io n a l  assoc ia t ions  a s su m e  a  n ew  s t a tu s  in o u r  eyes 
a n d  the  S ecre tar ia t  c a n  deal w i th  them  m o re  in tim ate ly .  D o n ' t  you 
th ink  th is  is a  decided step  fo rward?
O n e  m o re  im m ed ia te  q u e s t io n ... su b s id y  to  th e  In te rn a t io n a l  U n iv e r­
si ty .  You w ro te  of  i t  in y o u r  let ter  to  m e a n d  1 observed the  sam e  
point  in y our  le t te r  to M. H y m a n s .  You m a y  well  im ag ine  th a t  the 
Council ,  not to speak  of the Sec re ta r ia t ,  has been approached  by 
several assoc ia t ions  for su b v en t io n s  a n d  o ther  fo rm s of m ate ria l  a s s i s t ­
ance. You m u s t  have seen in the  Council 's  resolu tion  g r a n t in g  £  1.500 to 
the  U nion  tha t  a reason  w a s  especial ly  g iven  fo r  ju s t i fy in g  it, namely , 
th a t  you could  d o  a t  less expense  the  w o rk  which the  S ecre ta r ia t  would 
h ave  to  do  i t s e l f ... the  g en era l  principle  arrived a t  (in the  Secre ta r ia t)  
is th a t  su b v en t io n s  a re  a bad policy. W e had  to  re fuse  tw o  o r  three  
app lica t ions  which cam e  from very  influentia l  qua r te rs .  I do  n o t  see 
a n y  possibility  fo r  the  p re sen t  of a  subven t ion  to th e  In te rna t iona l  
U nivers i ty .  1 ra th e r  th in k  M . H y m a n s  knew th is  a n d  m ere ly  absta ined  
from m en t io n in g  it a t  the  m ee ting .”

Ot le t ’s reply w a s  typical  a n d  s u g g e s t s  how confident  he 
h a d  been of a d if feren t  ou t come  f rom th e  C o u n c i l ’s d e l i b e ra ­
t ions.  H e  h ad  u nde r l in ed  ce r t a in  w o r d s  in Ni tobe’s  te x t  such  as  
« p r e m a t u r e »  a n d  «despa i r» .  A d r a f t  rep ly  in O t l e t ’s  h a n d  
c on ta in e d  m a n u s c r i p t  co r r ec t io ns  by La  F on ta in e .  There  c an  
be no  doubt  of the  impa ct  of the  Co unci l ’s  dec is ion a n d  ol 
N i tobe ’s  le t ter  on  him,  the  s u d d e n  access  of b i t t e rn ess  about  
the  ut i l i ty a t  all of  the  League ,  d o m in a te d  as  it seemed to 
be by a Counci l  of g r ea t  powers ,  i ts  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  as sem bly  
w e a k  a nd  inef fect ive by com par i s on :

Your let ter  will  m ark  a d a te  in o u r  history.  I t  is a deception, a  g rea t  
deception th a t  on ly  one  th in g  lessens, the  m an n e r ,  the  profound  m a n ­
ner  in which you act  to w ard s  the  idea, the  w a rm ly  sy m p a th e t ic  m a n ­
ner  with  which you t rea t  our  persons,  the considera t ion  of the  forms 
which the  Council  and  i ts  m em bers  h ave  expressed . The deception  is 
g re a t  because  the  g re a t  rock th a t  w e have  tr ied to  g e t  to  the  top of 
the m oun ta in  has  fallen heavily  back. S y sy p h u s  knew th is  — and  we 
a lso. It is not the first  rock-fall,  on ly  those  before  weighed  less because 
o ur  effort  th ro u g h  the  yea rs  has  added  increas ing ly  to the  substance...  
C e r ta in ly  o u r  work  will not be  lessened. B u t  the  rock, the poor 
tumbled rock, desp ite  i ts  robustness ,  is g o in g  to  experience m uch  ill 
a n d  risk of b reak ing  and  crum bling .
T he  idea com es to  this: to  g ive  a p lace  to th e  th in g s  of the  m ind ,  in 
the new o rd e r  beside  those  th a t  have m onopolised  the  powerful;  and  
with m oney, to h ave  th is  place tak en  by  the  L eag u e  of N a t io n s  itself,  
th a t  new o rg a n ism  which w a s  b o rn  so  much in hope and  which is an 
idea, an  idea a t  the  s a m e  t im e  a s  it  is a concre te  inst i tu t ion ,  which 
in co rp o ra te s  the  idea  a n d  m ak es  it  real.
Alas! A t Geneva  a lread y ,  before  the  g re a t  polit ical p rob lem s of the 
m om ent ,  th e  Assembly h a s  hes i ta ted ,  it h a s  failed.  And n ow  before 
all the  g re a t  inte llectual problems, the  Council  in i t s  tu rn  does  not 
know how to take  a  resolu tion . Believe  m e t h a t  it is s a d d e n in g  to  be 
p resen t  at the  spec tacle  of  the  d a y  revea led  by th is  very  m o rn in g 's  
papers:  a tw en ty  line accoun t  of  the  activit ies of  the  League  drowned 
in the  d e lu g e  of in fo rm at ion  a bou t  the  act iv it ies  of  the  C o u n c i l ... 
Yes! This is very much the  Suprem e  Council ,  which will  con tinue  to 
ru le  h u m an  a f fa i rs  by  force,  by  ruses ,  a n d  in secret,  fo r  the  benefit
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of the privileged. And the  L eag u e  of N ations ,  t h a t  in which « g o o d  
people had  all  their  hopes», d isp ir ited  b y  i ts  bad  shepherd  [ the  C o u n ­
cil?),  the  L eag u e  of N a t ions  re s ig n s  itself  to  self-effacement,  t o  
becom ing  seco n d ary  ... Deception! Disillusion!
In w h a t  concerns  us, there  is s t i l l  hope you  say . And in a  ve ry  
fr iendly w a y  you have  ind ica ted  ra y s  of the  a b se n t  su n  which, d e sp i te  
the th ickness of the  clouds,  h a s  co n tinued  to sh ine.  C er ta in ly  y o u r  con­
s ide ra t ions  ap p ea r  to  h ave  f o u n d a t i o n ... bu t  you yourse lf  r isk  g iv in g  
a  time: three  o r  fou r  yea rs  you  s a y ... Each m o rn in g  there  is a l it t le  
less  place fo r  the  mind. In  a society  in which cap ita l  and  m odern  
lab o r  dom inate ,  condit ioned  by  the  polit ics of  conques t  a n d  a rm a ­
ments ,  poor  in te l lectua ls  a re  p ounded  down.
Discard  p a r t icu la r  fac ts  and  persons.  I t  will  no  less be so  t h a t  the  
League  of N a t io n s  which should  h ave  pronounced  form ally  o n  a  vita l  
q u e s t io n ... has  replied by d e f a u l t ... the  L eague  of N a t io n s  replies to­
thi’ call of the  inte llectual forces of to d ay  by a p la ton lc  express ion  of 
s y m p a t h y ... It declines the task  o f  o rg a n is a t io n  itself,  a n d  does not 
decide on  a g e s tu re  of  aid to those  w ho  propose  to  o rg a n is e  in i t s  
stead.
Here  are.  tiien M. Nitobe, the  f irs t  im press ions from which it  will  
be necessa ry  to d ise n g ag e  id eas  —  «Keep cool» — if (he love for th e  
w o rk  h a s  been deceived, the  friendship for  the  people  rem ains .3*

Otle t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  received D r u m m o n d ' s  official 
no ti f ica t ion  of the  Co un ci l ’s  dec ision a week  la te r .4“ T h e y  
exp ressed  the i r  feel ing  of  decept ion  in r e p l y i n g  to it bu t  
c i rcumspec t ly ,  a nd  s t r es sed  the i r  p l e a s u r e  a t  th e  ev ident  
es teem in which  the Counci l  cont inu ed  to hold thei r  work.  
They  asked  D r u m m o n d  to push  th e  m e m b e r  G o v e r n m e n t s  of 
the  L e a g u e  to jo in  the b ib l iog raphic  un ion  they had  propose d  
for  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i t u te  of  Bib l iog raphy .  They  a l s o  
po inted out  the i r  in ten t ion  to hold a second  sess ion  of th e  
In te rn a t i o n a l  U n iv e r s i ty  la te  in 1921, a n d  requ es te d  the  s a m e  
sor t  of a s s i s ta n c e  th a t  h a d  been g r a n t e d  in 1920.'" The  Secre-  
t a r y - G e n e r a l ’s  reply w a s  a model of  tact .  H e  noted  the  tone 
of  the  le t te r  wi th  regre t ,  bu t  obse rved  «I wil l  be happy to 
t r a n s m i t  to  t h e  M in is t e r  for  Publ ic  In s t ru c t io n  of all ’ t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t s  w h o  a r e  m e m b e r s  of  the  League ,  all in fo rma t ion  
c o n c e r n i n g  the next  sess ion  of the I n te r n a t io n a l  Univers i ty  
which  you would send  m e . . . » 42 At  the  s a m e  t ime,  wh i le  
p l e d g i n g  his suppor t  for the  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  in d ic a t i n g  t h a t  
th e  Leagu e  would  p a r t ic ip a te  in its s e ss io n s  in th e  s a m e  w a y  
a s  in 1920, D r u m m o n d  ca refu l ly  avoided  c o m m i t t i n g  h imse l f  
and  the L e a g u e  to the  U n io n  of  Bib l io g ra ph y  or  to a n y  
further  f inanc ia l  a s s i s ta n c e  to th e  U n io n  of In te rn a t i o n a l  
Assoc ia t ions .

T H E  S E C O N D  Q U I N Z A I N E  I N T E R N A T IO N A L E ,
T H E  S E C O N D  L E A G U E  A S S E M B L Y

The next  sess ion  of the  Q u i n z a i n e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  w a s  
a n n o u n c e d  for the  per iod f rom the  20th A u g u s t  to the  15th 
Se pte mb er ,  1921, d u r i n g  which,  as  a t  the f irst  Qu in za in e ,  a
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n u m b e r  of co n g re s s e s  w e re  to be held a s  well  a s  the second! 
se ss ion  of  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Un ivers i ty .  A m o n g  the c o n g r e s s e s  
w a s  on e  of p a r t i c u la r  interest :  the  C o n g r e s s  for Inte l lec tua l  
Work ,  which  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n ta in e  ha d  dec ided to  ca l l  t h e m ­
selves,  the  L e a g u e  h a v i n g  refused  to do it. Another ,  a P a n  
Afr ican  C o n g r e s s  s t i m u la te d  m uc h local i ll-will b ecau se  of  
the  expr e ss io n  of ant i -colonia l ,  rad ica l  v i ews  w hic h  took p lace  
wi th i n  it. In J u n e  a repor t  w a s  publ i sh ed  on  the  need for  
a n  in te rn a t io na l  t echnical  o r g a n i s a t i o n  for in te l lec tua l  l abour  
tog e the r  wi th Ot le t  and  La F o n t a i n e ’s dr a f t  of the  s t a t u t e s  of 
an  in te rn a t io na l  conven t io n  for  it which the  L ea gu e  h a d  
re jec ted .43 A n u m b e r  of o th e r  d o c u m e n ts  w e r e  a l so  i s sued  to- 
co inc ide  wi th  the  o p e n i n g  of the  second  Q u i n z a i n e  In te rn a t i o ­
nale.  Th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  one of these  w a s  C entre  In te rn a ­
tional:™  This  s e t  out  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  the  ideas  u n d e r l y i n g  Ot le t  
a n d  La  F o n t a i n e ' s  w o r k  for in te rn a t i o n a l i sm ,  a nd  described 
fully the e le m ent s  co m p r is in g  the In te rn a t io na l  Center :  the 
I n te r n a t i o n a l  M u se u m ,  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  L ib rary ,  the I n t e r ­
na t i o n a l  In s t i tu te  of Bib l io gr aphy  a n d  i ts In te rn a t i o n a l  
B ib l io gra phi c  Reper tory ,  the  D o c u m e n ta r y  Encyclopedia ,  the- 
C ent ra l  Office of  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  Ass oc ia t ions ,  the C o n g re ss e s  
of  the Union of In te rn a t io na l  Assoc ia t ions ,  a n d  the In t e r ­
na t i o n a l  Univer s i ty .  A g r o u p  of these  d o c u m e n ts  were  s e n t  olf 
to D r u m m o n d  on the  20th A u g u s t  to se rve  as  the  bas i s  for  
his r epor t  to the second Assembly  of the L e a g u e  on the 
ed uca t io na l  inf luence a nd  va lu e  of the  UIA.45

The  second sess ion  of th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  U n iv e r s i t y  w a s  
as  successfu l  as  the first.  As  before,  the  L e a g u e  s e n t  par t ic i ­
p an t s ,  a nd  339 a cad em ic s  from 22 count r ie s  p ledged  their 
su pp or t ,  whi le  174 ho ur s  of ins t ru c t ion  were  ac tu a l ly  g iv en  
by 69 lec turer s  d u r i n g  the  period.  The  A ssem bly  of  th e  U n i ­
ver s i ty  m e t  to d i s cuss  i ts  fu tur e  which ,  de sp i te  lack of  funds ,  
st i l l  se em ed br igh t .  A formal m e e t in g  of  de le g a te s  f rom th e  
In t e r n a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t io ns  fo rm in g  the  U nio n  of In te rn a t i o n a l  
As so c ia t io ns  w a s  held.  It w a s  a g r e e d  at  th i s  m e e t i n g  t h a t  a 
th ird Q u i n z a i n e  should  be p la n n e d  for 1922, t h a t  the In te r ­
na t i o n a l  U n iv e r s i t y  shou ld  con t in ue  to be su p p o r te d  by th e m ,  
th a t  the work  of the  In te rn a t io na l  C en te r  should  be  ex tended 
as  much a s  possib le ,  and  finally,  th a t  a Nat iona l  C en te r  for 
In t e r n a t i o n a l  Action should be set  up in each  count ry .

The  I n te r n a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  of Bib l io gr aphy  a lso held a 
m e e t i n g  a t  th i s  t ime.  It con c e n t r a t ed  on  de ve lo p in g  p l a n s  for  
re v is in g  th e  U ni v e rs a l  Dec imal  Clas s i f ica t ion .  A c o m m it te e  
for its revis ion in which  Donke r  Duyvis  b e c a m e  ac t ive w a s  set  
up, a nd  th e  m e e t i n g  w a s  in formed t h a t  s t eps  w e re  be in g  taken- 
to t ry  to p e r s u a d e  the Le agu e  of N a t i o n s  to  provide  the m e a n s  
for  p r in t i n g  it. Two sec t ions  of the  C las s i f ic a t i on  had been
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pr in ted  t h a t  year ,  the  Abr idge d  Ta b le s  wi th  a new  in t rodu c tory  
ex p la n a t io n  of how the  c lass i f ica t ion  worked ,40 a n d  p a r t  of 
the  ta b le s  for  the divis ion 62,47 and  a t te n t io n  w a s  d r a w n  
to them.

The  con c lu s io ns  of the In te rn a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  on I n te l le c tu­
al Work,  re sp o n se s  to the fo l lowing ques t ions ,  were  pred ic tab le :

1. What is the rôle oí the intellect and of intellectuals in present 
day society...?
2. What organisation should be given to intellectual work considered 
from the point of view of its tools, co-operation and international 
public services...?
3. What organisation should be given to intellectuals...?
4. What connections should be established between the organisation 
of scientific work on the one hand, and that of scientific workers on 
the other? How should the League of Nations and the Bureau of 
Work be involved as representatives of international public power?4*

T h e  C o n g r e s s  had ,  in effect,  to r a t io na l i s e  the  place in the 
o r d e r  of in te l lec tua l  t h i n g s  of  the  L e a g u e  of  Na t io ns ,  the 
U n io n  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t ions ,  the  C o n fe d e ra t i o n  of 
Intel lec tua l  W or ker s  (C T I ) ,  a so r t  of t r ad e -u n io n  m ov em en t  
be gun in F r a n c e  a f te r  th e  w a r  and  quickly s p r e a d i n g  to o ther  
count r ies ,49 a n d  an I n te r n a t io n a l  B u r e a u  of Edu ca t io n ,  the  
fo rm at i on  of which  w a s  be in g  deba ted  a t  thi s  t ime.  It w a s  
resolved t h a t  the  U n iv e r sa l  B ib l io graphic  Reper tory ,  the  
D o cu m en ta ry  Encyclopedia ,  the In te rn a t io na l  L ibrary ,  the 
In te rna t io na l  M u s e u m  and  Universi ty ,  and  the C e n t e r  for 
In te rn a t i o n a l  As so c ia t io ns  ha d  d o n e  so  much for in te l lec tua l  
work  a l r e a d y  th a t  they shou ld  be e leva ted  to the  r a n k  of 
«publ ic in te rn a t i o n a l  se rv ices  provided  wi th re so u rc es  capa b le  
of a s s u r i n g  to them the  incontes tab le  a d v a n t a g e  of be ing  
developed toge ther ,  a n d  of be in g  o r g a n i s e d  in such  a w a y  th a t  
they  m a y  be in fact a t  the d ispos i t ion  of a n y  in te l lec tual  
w o r k i n g  in a ny  r e g io n  of the  wor ld * ,50

Ot le t  s a w  the C o n g r e s s  as  b r i n g i n g  «decisive  c ont r i bu ­
t io ns»  to th e  Q u i n z a i n e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  and  looked fo rw ard  
wi th  hope  to the  o p e n i n g  in Gen eva  soon a f t e r w a r d s  of  the 
second A sse mb ly  of the  League ,  to which La F o n t a i n e  a g a i n  
repa i red  a s  a Be lg ia n  de legate .  D r u m m o n d  p re sen t ed  his 
repor t  on  t h e  « E d u c a t i o n a l  Act iv i t ies  a n d  the  C o -or d in a t io n  of 
In te l lec tua l  Work  Accompl i shed  by the Union of  In te rn a t i o n a l  
Assoc ia t ions» ,  a s  reques ted  by the  f irst  Assembly .51 It 
co n ta in e d  a full descr ip t ion  of  th e  I IB a n d  the  U nio n  in two 
pa r t s :  «up to 1911» and  «s ince  the fo rm at io n  of th e  League» .  
The  Sec re ta ry- G en e ra l  men t io ned  the f inancial  d ispos i t ions  
of the U nio n  briefly.  «The  cos t  of  the  w o rk  accompl i sh ed  by 
M M  La F o n ta in e  a n d  Ot le t  h a s  a m o u n t e d  s ince  i ts  b e g in n in g  
to a p p r o x im a te ly  1,200,000 francs. . .» But ,  D r u m m o n d  a lso 
o b s e rv e d  th a t  « ihe act iv i ty  of  th e  Ins t i tu t ion  c re a te d  by MM
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La F o n t a i n e  and  O t l e t  h i the r to  o w es  i ts success  to these  two 
persona l i t i es ,  a n d  th e  q ue s t i on  of  fur ther  con t ro l  is a s  g r ea t  
a  c a u s e  of  u n c e r ta in ty  a s  th e  ques t ion  of m a te r i a l  resources» .  
A t  thi s  t im e  Ot le t  w a s  53 a n d  La F o n t a i n e  67. Thi s  m o s t  
r e v e a l i n g  c o m m e n t  was ,  however,  obscu red  by the  f inal  re ­
m a r k s  of  the  Se cr e ta ry -G en e ra l :

Surveying as a whole the picture we have just drawn, the work of 
the founders of the Union of International Associations, a work of 
documentation and information, of co-ordination of effort, of general 
education, appears as a vast enterprise of international intellectual 
organisation characterised by the breadth ol its conception and design. 
Its action is two fold as regards principles: it owes to the logical 
force of the ideas which it has brought forward an educative influence 
which is highly conducive to the development of the ideas of union 
and international organisation. As regards facts, it has proved its 
efficiency by the institutions which it has created. The Union of In­
ternational Associations, its Congresses, the publications connected 
with them, and the International University, form particularly effective 
instruments for the «diffusion of a broad spirit of understanding and 
world-wide co-operation. The League of Nations should regard these 
institutions to-day as most valuable organs of collaboration». 
Though  the  Counci l  h ad  decided  ear l ie r  in th e  y e a r  th a t  

it would  be « p r e m a t u r e  to c r e a te  a technica l  o rg a n is a t i o n  
a t t a c h e d  to the  League» ,52 the  m a t t e r  w a s  ra i se d  a g a i n  in 
the  Counci l  on  S ept em ber  2nd .  1921 by the  F r e n c h  member .  
Loon Bo urgeois ,  w h o  ha d  been s t u d y i n g  it at  t h e  Counci l ' s  
request .  A few d a y s  la te r ,  in the n a m e  of the Council ,  he placed 
before  the  A sse mb ly  a draf t  reso lu t ion  in which  he  proposed  
t h a t  a commit tee ,  co n s is t i n g  of not  more  th a n  twe lve  m e m b e r s  
a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  both m e n  a n d  wom en ,  shou ld  be appoin t ed  
to s t u d y  « the m e a n s  of s impl i fy ing ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a nd  e x t e n d ­
in g  the in te r na t io na l  intel lectua l  re la t ion s  th a t  a l re ady  
ex isted» .53 Gi lber t  M u r r a y ,  P ro fe ss o r  of G reek  a t  Oxfo rd  and  
d e l e g a t e  of So ut h  Africa,  w a s  ra p p o rteu r  for the Assembly  
C o m m it te e  appo in t ed  to e x a m i n e  the  proposa l .  In the  cou rse  
of h i s  r e m a r k s  t o  the  A ssem bly  he paid t r ibu te  to « t h a t  m o n u ­
m e n t  of in te rn a t io na l  i n d u s t r y  which we ow e to Mr .  La 
F o n t a i n e  a nd  Mr . Otlet ,  the C entre  In te rn a tio n a l  e s tab l i sh ed  
a t  Brusse l s» .54 On the  re co m m en d a t i o n  of M u r r a y ’s  commit tee ,  
the A ss e m b ly  app ro ve d  B ourgeo is  resolut ion.

The Counci l  did no t  h ur ry  to m ake  any  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to 
the  commit tee ,  bu t  a s  the  y e a r  dr e w  to i ts  close,  O t le t  and  
La  F o n ta in e  m u s t  h a v e  felt the m se lv es  n e a r e r  to  ach iev i ng  
their  goa l  of a t echnica l  o r g a n  a t  the  L e a g u e  conce rne d  wi th  
inte l lec tua l  m a t te r s .  The m a t t e r  w a s  before the  Counci l  and  
requi red  so m e  ac t ion before th e  th i r d  A sse mb ly  conve ned  in 
1922. The  only  m a j o r  problem Ot l e t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  seemed 
to face a t  this  t ime  w a s  the C ode des Voeux. At the b e g in n in g  
of October,  Ni tobe as ked  La F o n t a i n e  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  to 
it. I l e  h ad  been sen t  so m e  t ime  ea r l i e r  s om e  spec imen  pa ges
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of it which  had  p leased  him, hut  the pr in t in g ,  in fact,  h a d  been 
u n d e r w a y  for over a year .  This  el ici ted no  reply,  a n d  
Ni tob e  s e n t  a t e le gr am  to La F o n ta in e  a s k i n g  for de ta i ls :  «the 
f inanc ia l  d e p a r t m e n t  is an x io us  to  h a v e  it before Ch r i s tm as» .  
La  F o n t a i n e  ex pl a ine d  the  g r e a t  diff iculty e n co un te r ed  was  
t h a t  of o b t a i n i n g  qual i f ied  personnel ,  a n d  t h a t  o ne  of th e  
Se c re ta r ies -G ene ra l  of the Union  (La F o n t a i n e  himsel f,  in 
fac t)  ha d  been able to  pick up  the  w o rk  h imse l f  on ly  a few 
d a y s  ago.  He  s u g g e s te d  th a t  mon ey  r e m a i n i n g  to the  U n io n ' s  
c red i t  be t r a n sf e r r e d  to 1922 a n d  exp re sse d  the  hope  of 
c o m p l e t i n g  the  m a j o r  par t  of t h e  w o rk  before  the  L e a g u e  
A sse mb ly  m e t  in 1922.55

T H E  P A L A I S  M O N D IA L

D u r i n g  a F a i r  held in April  1921 in the  P a r c  a n d  P a l a i s  
du  C in q u a n t e n a i r e  in Bru sse l s ,  two th o u s a n d  v is i to rs  a day  
s t r e a m e d  t h ro u g h  the hu n d re d  r o o m s  of the  P a l a i s  M ondi a l ,  
«a  g lo ssy  s t ru c tu re  r eca l l i ng  di s t inc t ly  a s ide  a is le of  the 
Cr ys ta l  Pa lace» .  On S u n d a y ,  Apri l  17th the n u m b e r  q u a d ­
rup led .58 A p a r t y  of l i b r a r i a n s  from the L ib ra ry  Assoc ia t ion  
of G re a t  Br i ta in  a l so  v is i ted for four d a y s  be g in n in g  
15th Apr il .  They  were  very im pres sed  by  w h a t  they found. 
Berwi ck  S a y e r s  h as  left us a vivid acco unt  of w h a t  he s a w  
there:

The P a la is  M ondial has  a haii of reception  where,  by  m e a n s  of s y m ­
bols,  p las tic  a n d  pictorial ,  the  a im s  of th e  place  a re  indicated:  the  
sphere  sym bo lis ing  un i ty  of the  w orld ;  the  p lanosphere  a l leg o ris in g  
the  political evolution  re su l t in g  in the  L eag u e  of N ations ,  a t ree  of 
the a g e s  sh o w in g  the  d evelopm en t  of life and  the conques ts  of the  
spir i t  over  m at te r ,  a n d  so  on. Thirty-six  ro o m s are  devoted  to  an  
in te rn a t io n a l  m useum  of a un ique  type; one  room b e in g  devoted  lo  
each cou n try ,  in which a re  sh o w n  a la rge  m ap  of i ts  terr i tory ,  c h a r t s  
in d ica t ing  i ts  history,  polit ical a n d  social  featu res ,  and  i ts  n a tu ra l  and  
industr ia l  products’, to g e th e r  w i th  typical p ic tures  i l lu s t ra t in g  
these  th ings .  The s tu d e n t  m ay  p ass  from  room  to  room  g a in in g  a  
defin i te  no tion  of the  o u t s ta n d in g  fea tu res  of  each  country ,  an d ,  a s  
m an y  of the  rooms have been a r ra n g e d  by the  g o v e rn m en ts  of  the  
countr ies  surveyed,  the no tion  is an  a u th en t ic  one. T he  pa lace  con­
ta in s  a lecture  haii  to accom m oda te  an aud ience  of a thousand ,  which 
haii  is su r ro u n d ed  by sm a lle r  lecture, s tudy  a n d  com m ittee  rooms.  The 
re m a in in g  room s th a t  concern  us a re  devoted  lo the  g re a t  insta l la t ions  
of the  in te rn a t io n a l  bib liography, the  in te rn a t io n a l  encyclopaedia,  and 
the  in te rn a t io n a l  l ibrary.  The scheme, a s  you  m a y  suppose,  has  been 
p lan n ed  on g en e ro u s  lines.
P ic tu re  a  room ab o u t  e ig h ty  feet long  c o n ta in in g  fou r  ran k s  of card 
cab inets  reac h in g  to  a he igh t  of seven  feet. T hat  is the  reper to ry  
of bib liography. T w o  of the  ra n k s  c o n ta in  au thor-en trfes ,  tw o  subjcct- 
entr ies .  The w hole  c o n ta in s  tw e lve  million cards.  The fa r-aw ay  goat 
of the  founde rs  is to  p roduce  a c a ta lo g u e  of all books and l i te ra ry  
pieces,  of a ll  a g e s  and  of all  l im es . . .
T he  in te rn a t io n a l  Encyclopaedia  is a n o th e r  g re a t  experim ent w i th  
trem endous possibilit ies. It is a vas t  vertical file, in w hich  are  a r ra n g e d  
in holders ,  m inu te ly  c lassif ied, cu t t in g s ,  pam phle ts ,  a rticles  from
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periodicals, a n d  the  m ultip lic ity  of  s im ila r  (usually )  fugitive  l iterary  
m ateria l  in which the  a dvances  and  the  la tes t  s ta te  of knowledge  
a re  conveyed It is a cu rren t ,  ever-ex p an d in g  reper to ry  of knowledge, 
w i th o u t  a n y  of the  d raw b ack s  of th e  encyclopaedia  in book form, 
which is obsole te  in m a n y  p a r t icu la r s  on  th e  day  of publication.
The In te rn a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  is confined to the  T w entie th  C entury .  The 
founders  do  no t  suppose  it to  be  possible fo r  th em  to  collect an  in­
t e rna t iona l  l ib rary  on  genera l  lines for all t imes; bu t  they  do think 
tha t  they can  o b ta in  a re p re sen ta t iv e  collection fo r  the  Twentie th  
C en tu ry  of every co u n try ;  and  this is their  p re sen t  endeavour.
The repertory of bibliography, the international encyclopaedia and 
library form the core of the institution, and ultimately the core of 
the International University, which, as M. La Fontaine remarked to 
me, «has been our goal from the beginning». The University came 
into being in 1920. when 200 students attended summer courses in 
international subjects under the guidance of twenty professors; this 
year similar courses have been held when the numbers were doubled 
in both cases. We have, therefore, another experiment here of some 
significance founded, as a university should be, around a library and 
a centre of bibliography.57 

S a y e r s  w a s  e n th u s i a s t i c  bu t  o thers  w e re  a li t t le more  scept ical .  
L. S ta n le y  .last ,  Chief  L ib ra r i an  at  M anc h e s t e r ,  s u g g e s t e d  
S a y e r s ’ descr ip t ion  had,  in fact  been co loured  by his e n t h u ­
s iasm.  «I t  is not  — of cour se  it is not.  th ough ii m ig h t  be 
u n d e r  h a p p ie r  c i r c u m s ta n c es  —  w h a t  I shou ld  c ons id e r  to be 
a w o r k i n g  app ro x im a t io n  to its ideal .» J a s t  po in ted  ou t  th a t  
in the Sec t ion  for G r e a t  Br i ta in  in the AAuseum, ha lf  a dozen 
p ic tures  had been taken  f rom i l lus t ra ted  m a g a z i n e s  mounted ,  
h u n g  on th e  w a l l s  and  labe l led «Br i t i sh  Art».  To h is  r e m o n ­
s t r a n c e s ,  Ot le t  ha d  repl ied «O u r  idea  is th a t  we  should  make  
a s t a r t» .58 Wil l iam  W a r n e r  Bishop,  an  emi nent  Amer ican  
l ib r a r ian ,  ha d  a lso ca l led  into B rus se l s  in th e  Fa l l  of 1921. 
«I w a s  g re a t l y  d i sappoin ted» ,  he  repo r t ed  in reminiscences  
publ ished  s om e  twen ty- e ig h t  ye a r s  later ,

at the  sh o w in g  of the P a la is  Mondial.  T he  union b ib liograph ies  on 
ca rd s  were  no t  even  sor ted  three  y e a r s  a f te r  the  w ar ,  and  a general  
impress ion  of inefficiency and  confusion  rem ained  with  m e from which 
I have  n o t  recovered, a l though  on subsequen t  v is i ts  I w a s  m o re  fa ­
vorably  impressed.59

P e r h a p s ,  the m o s t  jud ic io us  e v a lu a t io n  of th e  P a l a i s  M o n ­
dial  a t  th is  t ime  w a s  m a d e  by E r n e s t  C u s h i n g  Ric ha rd so n  in 
th e  fo l lowing  year .  H a v i n g  described  the v a r io u s  e le m en ts  of 
the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l  a n d  Ot le t  a nd  La F o n t a i n e ’s  r a t i o n a l i s a ­
t ions  of a nd  p l a n s  for  them, he  sa id

These p lan s  a n d  their  a u th o rs  have been t rea ted  by m a n y  a s  grandiose ,  
v is ionary  a n d  unpract ica l,  and  have been neglected  by  us.  bu t  the 
a u th o rs  of the  idea h ave  p e g g ed  a w a y  for  tw enty-seven  years  and  have 
produced fo r  the  world of which w e a rc  a part ,  a g o in g  concern, w ith 
all these fea tu res  of  real u se fu lness  a n d a  concrete  p roperty  of o rgan ized  
results .  It is t rue  th a t  m os t  of these  a re  no t  on ly  incomplete but 
in la rge  p a r t  on ly  sketchy. O n  the  o th e r  h and  a t  a lm o s t  every  point 
the  m ate ria l ,  so  far  as it goes,  is o rgan ized  in such a w a y  a s  to  be 
a concre te  and  p e rm a n en t  con tr ibu t ion  to w ard  the respective propo­
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sitions,  to  w hich  all accret ion  in the  established m ethods  will  be  a 
con tr ibu t ion  to w ard  a complete  result.  Even w h e re  u n o rg a n iz ed  in 
de ta i l  there  Is l it t le  th a t  can  be called confused.
It is an  orderly,  m ethodica l  result,  all a lo n g  the l ine  — aston ish ing ly  
so  for the force a t  disposal.
F u r th e r  than  th is  it  is a  m o n u m en t  of concre te  p e rm a n en t  resu l t  for  
the  am oun t  of money expended. W hen  it  is considered  tha t  the  tota l  
a m o u n t  expended  is (consider ing  the ra te  of  ex change  in the  la s t  few
y ears )  less th a n  a mil l ion  go ld  francs,  o r  less than  tw o  hundred 
thousand  d o l la rs  a n d  th a t  it has  w ith  th is  produced the reper to ry  of 
twelve mil l ion  cards ,  a l ib rary  of a hundred a n d  fifty thousand  
volumes,  the M useum . Encyclopedia.  U nion  C a ta lo g  and  the opera t ions  of 
the  Universi ty ,  it is l it t le  short  of  a m arve l  economically.  M uch  m ore  
imperfection could  be excused th a n  can  be found.
It is t ru e  th a t  th is  result  has  been achieved a t  th is  cost  on ly  because 
M ess rs .  L afo n ta in e  and  Otlet  h ave  had  no sa la r ies  and  have given 
or loaned considerab le  su m s to  the  en terpr ise .  It is an  open secre t  for  
example  tha t  the  Nobel prize which S e n a to r  La F o n ta in e  received was 
la rge ly  absorbed  in to  this. M oreover  the d irec to rs  have had a n  e x t r a ­
o rd in a ry  personal  influence in e n l i s t in g  v o lu n ta ry  co llabo ra t ion  and  the 
accep ting  of posi t ions a t  a lm o s t  nom inal  sa lar ies .  Still  a t  best  the 
a m o u n t  of  cos t  is su rp r i s in g ly  sm all  fo r  the results .
W hile both the d irec to rs  a re  m en of ideal and  en thus iasm s,  it  is
quite  beside the  m ark  to th in k  of the men o r  their  en te rp r ises  as
v isionary.  To  beg in  with,  S en a to r  La Fon ta ine  has  been for very  m any  
y ears  a p rac t ic ing  law y er  a n d  Belgian  Sen a to r .  H e  h a s  kep t  the 
leadership  in the  Socialist  pa r ty ,  which h a s  been g ro w in g  s t ro n g e r  
a n d  s t ronge r ,  and  he is a t  p re sen t  a v ice-pres ident of  the  Senate.  
Moreover,  Ile and  M. Otlet  h ave  no t  only  pu t  their  en te rpr ises  in 
th is  well ordered  position for  developm ent,  bu t  h ave  selected and 
t ra ined  an  u n usua l ly  in te l l igen t  s ta ff  of w orkers  to c a r ry  th in g s  fo r­
w ard .  It is obvious tha t  if they had  m ore  m oney  it w ould  be spent  
tow ard  these  ob jec ts  with a m in im um  of waste .  Now w h a tever  the 
am oun t  of en thus iasm , this  kind  of th in g  is the  opposi te  of  the  v is io­
nary ,  who ju m p s  at a n  idea, leav ing  a  trail  of confusion in h is  wake.*0

F or  Ot le t ,  w hen  all the  dif ficul ties a n d  th e  successes  
were, p laced  in the ba la nc e ,  1921 w a s  a n  u n sa t i s f a c to ry  year.  
It w a s  c h a ra c te r i s ed  by all of the  a r d u o u s  labou r  of  o r g a n i s ­
ing the second  Q u in z a in e  In te rn a t io n a l e  a n d  of  s u s t a i n i n g  
the  pro t rac ted ,  compl ic a ted ,  unreso lved ,  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  n e g o ­
t ia t ions  wi th  the L e a g u e  of Na t ions .  I t  w a s  a l so  a y e a r  oi 
b i t t e r  p e r so na l  d i s a p p o in tm e n t .  H e  h a d  b e g u n  to feei th a t  
c h a n g e s  in Be lg i um  w e re  p a s s i n g  him by, th a t  he h ad  s l ipped 
from th a t  pos it ion of em in e n c e  in th e  social  a n d  in te l lec tua l  
life of B ru s se l s  which he  h a d  occupied  before the  w ar ,  and
which  h ad  g iven  h im an  o p p o r tu n i t y  to be a force  in the
af f a i r s  th a t  in te r es ted  him. H e  conf ided  th i s  impr es s ion  to 
G eor ge  Lecointe a t  the Royal  O b se rva to ry ,  a m a n  who had 
co l l abora te d  wi th  h im in deve lop ing  the  I IB in the  ear ly  
days.  There  h ad  occur red  in Belg ium,  he wrote,

even ts  where  nobody w a n ts  m y help. It is a  g u e s t io n  of the Biblio­
thèque Royale, the B ib liograph ie  d e  B elg ique, the Service des  Echanges.. .  
E veryw here  I m eet  the  sam e  s i tu a t io n  I am  discarded ,  or e liminated.  
And 1 am  let do  or p reven ted  from doing  w ith  the  sam e  indifference...

2 4 1

I w ork  and  b a tt le  for  Ideas, and  they a lo n e  in te res t  me. 1 conceive 
these  ideas c learly .  I see  them  very  h igh ly  reported  and,  from outside 
con tact ,  I am convinced they are  no t  chimeras.  My fellow c o u n try  men 
d o  not u n d e rs tan d  me. Is it  th a t  I hav en ' t  ye t  been able  to exteriorise 
them  in a w a y  su i tab le  for the ir  m inds ,  o r  th a t  m y pe rson  is a n t i ­
pathe tic  to  them ? 1 experience n a tu ra l  re g re t s  but c an n o t  se t  about  
a n y th in g  else.
These ¡regrets —  they arc  to feei a force unused  which one  loves, and 
to  obse rve  de lay  in the  p ro g re s s  of one 's  id eas  because  of obstacles 
w here  there  should  be heip. Alas! T h is  coun try  h a s  a n a tu ra l  aversion 
to a n y  idea  which has  in i t  so m e  t ru e  g ra n d eu r .  1 do  n o t  u rg e  them 
for the  possibility  of money, h o n o u rs  .. But B elg ium  is no t  the world 
a n d  the  Belg ians do  not const i tu te  the whole of h um an i ty  ... It is 
necessa ry  to say  th is  at n time when  fa tigue  a n d  w ear  a n d  tear ,  bad 
councillors ,  s u g g e s t  tha t  one should go  and  p lan t  cab b a g es  in some 
c o m e r  ...6I

Otle l  w a s  no w a m id dl e -age d  m a n  p e rs oni fy in g  a n  order  
sh a t t e r e d  p e r h a p s  for ever  by the  War.  H is  phi losophy of 
w o r ld  peace  w a s  not  po pu la r ly  u n d e rs to o d  a n d  the C entre  
In te rn a tio n a l  w a s  mocked  in the new sp a p e r s .  The inv itat ion  
th a t  r esu l te d  in the  P an- A f r i can  C o n g r e s s  b e i n g  held at  the 
P a l a i s  M ond ia l  in 1921 el ici ted co n s i d e ra b le  v i tupera t ive  
cr i t ic ism of « the  so le m n fools of  the  ' P a l a i s  M o nd ia l '»  who 
were  o c c upy in g  v a l u a b l e  loca t ions  for s t o r i n g  c ar ds .62 Af ter  
the  Q u i n z a i n e  in t e r n a t i o n a le ,  Ot le t  w a s  po r t r a y e d  by one  
c o m m e n t a t o r  in h i s  smal l ,  r ou nd ,  heavy  g lass es ,  wi th  a st ick 
of cha lk  in h i s  h a n d s  r ap id ly  w r i t in g  «chimer ica l  f igures» in 
t h e  a i r  before him.

He speaks  of cards ,  of pu re  sciences, of c a ta lo g s  of sta tis t ics ,  and 
above  all of  m ondia l ism . This l a s t  vocable  is s u n g  quite  so f t ly  in his 
th ro a t  like a c h a n t .. a s  a t  the  m ee t in g s  of the  first  C hr is t ians .  W hat 
is m ondia l ism ?  It  is necessary  to ask  him. for  no  one  else is cabale 
of de f in ing  it  un less  it  is h is  co lleague  and  fried Henri La 
Fontaine*

But this i ronical  c o m m e n ta to r  freely admi t te d  «his d i s in te r ­
e s t e d n e ss  a nd  nob leness  of in tent ion» .83 The  c a r d s  of the  RBU 
pa r t ic u la r ly  c a p t u r e d  the  i m a g i n a t i o n  a nd  provoked  the  in­
d ig n a t io n  of his adv e r sa r ie s  Rel ig ion  w a s  not  dead ,  a crit ic 
sa id.  I t  l ived on in the  new fai th of the  « d o c u m e n t a i s »  w hose  
temp le  w a s  the P a l a i s  Mondial .  W ors t  o f  them all w a s  M. 
Ot le t  himself ,  for he ha d  confounded  the  P a la i s  Mo nd ia l  with 
himse lf :  «M. Ot le t ,  e 'est  le P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  et le P a l a i s  
Mondia l ,  c ’csl  M. Ot le t» .8'  An d in th e  new  year ,  Ot let  and 
La F o n ta in e  were  th e  su bjec ts  of a ske t ch  in a sa t i r ic  review 
in which  the y  w e r e  show n as  not  co n te n t  with the P a l a i s  du 
C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  b u t  w a n t i n g  «to t r a n s f o r m  the  whole  of 
B rus se l s  into a v a s t  ci ty of cards» .05

In the mids t ,  too. of  th r ea te ne d  a sp i r a t i o n s ,  reject ions ,  
voc ife rous  a n d  host i le  cri t ics,  he  suf fe red  a d r a m a t i c  r e s u r ­
g e n c e  of  t rouble  wi th  his ha l f -bro the rs  a n d  ha lf - si s te r .  In 
1920 he  h a d  vis ited one  bro ther,  Raoul ,  in S p a in  to t ry  to
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so r t  out  so m e  of the  f inanc ia l  confus ion  c o n t i n u i n g  to exist  
in the fami ly’s S p a n i s h  a f fa i r s .  E a r l y  in 1921 he  be cam e a w a r e  
th a t  a n o th e r  bro ther,  Adr ien ,  seemed to h a v e  f in ished  with 
him. Moreover ,  «Ri ta  h a s  w r i t te n  hor r ible  th in g s  lo me. G as to n  
h as  d i s app ear ed  f rom the hor izon.  Ed o  did not  even  inform 
me of h i s  m ar r i ag e» .  A nd now Ra ou l  ask ed  for fur ther  help,  
asked  h im «to m o u n t  a  horse  which 1 h a v e  left in the s tab le  
for so  long»,  a n d  even to go to S p a in  a g a i n .66 Apparen t ly ,  
Adr ien  w a s  su sp ec ted  by his  s i b l i n g s  of d i sc r ed i ta b le  f inanc ial  
m a n o e u v r i n g s  at  the i r  expense .  E v en tu a l ly ,  in November ,  Ot le t  
w ro te  a le t ter  to Adr ien  and  sen t  a copy  to Raoul wi th  the  
note «it is all I c a n  do».  H e  informed Adr ien  of  the le tters 
he had  rece ived f rom v a r io u s  m e m b e r s  of th e  fami ly  w ho 
h ad  invi ted h im to in te rv ene  in the d i spute  a n d  observed ,  
«I feei a th o u s a n d  bon ds  in these  e t e rna l  a n d  compl ica ted  
affairs».  H e  felt they  shou ld  not  be a l lowed to t rouble  the  
t ranqu i l i ty  he had  so  de a r l y  achieved.  Never the less ,  du ty  w a s  
s t ro ng ,  a n d  he hoped  to so lve  the prob lems  they faced by 
d r iv in g  all concerned  tog e the r  in S pa in .67
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C h a p t e r  X I  

L ' A F F A I R E  D U  P A L A I S  M O N D I A L

A F I R S T  D I S P L A C E M E N T

F r o m  the  b e g i n n i n g  of 1922 t roubl es  c r ow de d  th ick  a n d  
fa s t  upon  th e  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  F i r s t  c am e  a proposa l  f rom the  
Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  tem p o ra r i ly  to r e su m e  o ccup ancy  of some 
of  the  q u a r t e r s  be in g  used  by the P a l a i s  ¿Mondial in order  
to se t  up a commerc ia l  fair  there.  O t le t  a t  once  d i spa tched
an  u r g e n t  le t ter  to Ni tobe see ki ng  the in te rve nt i on  of the
League  a g a i n s t  the  Belg ian  gov e rn me n t .  Ni tobe ,  inevi tably,  
ha d  to re fuse  to impl ic a te  e i ther  h imse lf  o r  th e  League :

You will u n d e r s ta n d  the  reasons  w h y  I hesitate. Of course ,  the  Council  
has  expressed  sy m p a th y  (or som e of your  u nde r tak ing ,  b u t  the so-called 
m oral  p a tro n a g e  th a t  w a s  g u a ra n te e d  did n o t  comm it  the League 
a t  a ll  deeply  in the  a f fa i rs  of the  U n i o n ... E v en  if th e  U nion  were  
off icially placed, acco rd in g  to  Article  24  of the  C ovenan t ,  u n d e r  the 
d irection o f  th e  L eague,  1 ve ry  much doubt  t h a t  the  L eag u e  cou ld  do
m uch  in a  case  such a s  yours .  You have  a lega l  exis tence according
to B e lg ian  law , a n d  th o u g h  y o u r  w o rk  is en ti re ly  in te rna t ional ,  no t  
on ly  i s  the  ju r id ica l  s t a tu s  Belgian , bu t  the B e lg ian  g o v e rn m en t  
has  subsid ised  a n d  g iven  the  U nion  a l o c a t io n ... D o n ' t  you  th ink  there  
is a  fear  of  y o u r  g o v e rn m en t  r e g a rd in g  a n  act ion  on the  p a r t  of the 
L eague  a s  in terference in i t s  ow n  in te rna l  a f fa i r s? 1

Nitob e  t r ied  di scree t ly to ge t  a t  the  r e a s o n s  for  the  
■government’s  ac t ions.  «You speak» ,  lie w ro te  to Otlet ,

of the  C om mercia l  Fa ir  and  the Colonial Exhibition a n d  then you 
speak  of ad v ersa r ies  of  the  U nion.  W hat I most  w a n t  to know is 
w h e th e r  you h ave  g iven  the g o v e rn m en t  a n y  h an d le  fo r  th is  sudden  
step. If I m a y  speak  frankly,  I have w on d e red  if there  w a s  a n y lh i n g o n  
the  p a r t  of  the  U nion  th a t  could h ave  g iven  the  g o v e rn m en t  a n  o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  fo r  w i th d raw al  from  their  e n g ag e m e n t .2

Otle t  se em s not  to h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to rep ly  to Nitobe' s  
ques t ion  a n d  a t  th i s  d i s tance  in t ime  it is h a r d  to kn ow  w h a t  
ac t u a l l y  ha ppene d .  An ex p la n a t i o n  is p rob ab ly  to  be found  in 
the  pol i t ics  of th e  d ay  a nd  in O t l e t ’s pos i t ion  in Brusse l s .  
The  coa li t ion g o v e r n m e n t  of  Leon  Delacroix,  fo rmed a f te r  the 
e lec t ion in No v em b er  1919, w a s  shor t- l ived.  Delacroix,  who
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h a d  ind ica ted  s y m p a t h y  for O t l e t ’s  p ro jec t s  an d  provided 
g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t  for them,  r e s i gn ed  in  the  a u t u m n  of 1920. 
H e  w a s  rep la ced  by an  a c q u a i n t a n c e  a n d  co l l eague -a t - la w  of 
O t l e t ’s.  the  C o m te  H e n r i  C a r t o n  de  W ia t  whos e  equa l ly  brief 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  been  described succ inc tly  a s  « incompe ten t  in 
a d igni f ied m a n n e r » .3 N e w  ge ne ra l  e lec t ions  w e re  held late 
in 1921 a nd  r esu l te d  in the  K in g  in v i t in g  the Cathol ic  P a r t y  
le ader ,  G e o rg e s  Theunis ,  to form an o th e r  coa li t ion  gov e rn me n t .  
T h e  soc ial is t s ,  p r o te s t i n g  the t e r m  of comp ul so ry  na t io na l  
m i l i t a ry  se rvice ,  refused to be p a r t  of it a n d  the  p a t t e r n  of 
su b se q u e n t  g o v e r n m e n t s  in B e lg iu m  w a s  set: «a se r ies  ol 
coa l i t io n  g o v e r n m e n t s  wi th  on ly  occas io na l ly  o ne  poli t ical  
p a r t y  in suff ic ien t  s t r e n g t h  to gove rn  for a shor t  spe ll  on its 
own».4 Se ve n  g o v e r n m e n t s  th e n  followed one  a n o th e r  in the 
s p a c e  of tw e lv e  years .  T h o u g h  the  v a r io u s  g o v e r n m e n t s  d u r i n g  
th i s  t ime  e n a c te d  a n u m b e r  of p ro g re ss iv e  social  we l f a re  and 
in d u s t r ia l  me asu re s ,  th e  in f l a t ion ary  e conom y co n t in u ed  to 
d e t e r io r a te  unt i l  1926 w he n na t i o n a l  b a n k r u p tc y  seemed 
im m in ent .  S t r i n g e n t  f inanc ia l  m e a s u r e s  w e re  the n  in t roduced  
w h ic h  provided  a few ye a r s  of s tab i l i ty  before the m a e ls t ro m  
of  the Depress ion .  A ny  fillip to the economy possible  from 
a co mm erc ia l  fa i r  m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  m o s t  welcome to the 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  the  P a r c  a n d  P a l a i s  du  C in q u a n t e n a i r e ,  site 
of  the  1910 U n iv e r sa l  Expos i t ion  of Br uss e l s ,  w e re  an  ideal 
p la ce  to hold one.  Loca ted  in the b u i l d i n g s  of the  P a l a i s  du 
C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  were  so m e  of the Mu sé es  Royaux a n d  the 
P a l a i s  Mondia l .  The  la t te r ,  o c cup y ing  a haii  w h e r e  seasona l  
exhib i t io ns  of p a i n t i n g s  ha d  been r e g u la r ly  held in the past ,  
h ad  exci ted  r id icu le  in so m e  qu a r t e r s .  In yet  o the rs  there  
w ere  a n g e r  and  r e se n tm e n t  t h a t  th e  ro o m s  of the P a l a i s  
M o n d ia l  h ad  been m a d e  ava i la b le  for  the P a n -A fr i c a n  C o n g r e s s  
of  1921. Ot le t ,  himself ,  no  lo n g e r  h a d  the  e a r  of p r om in en t  
g o v e r n m e n t  officials.  Th e re  w a s  a ne w g e ne ra t i on  in power  
an d ,  f rom h is  ow n ad mi ss io n ,  the y  h a d  been con te n t  to p a s s  
h im  by. H is  « m o nd ia l»  ideas  w e re  wide ly  m is u n d e r s to o d  and  
many,"  no  doubt ,  r e g a r d e d  h im as  an  eccent ric ,  am ia b le  and  
h a r m l e s s  or  i n f u r i a t i n g  a n d  possibly d a n g e r o u s  acco rd in g  to 
the kind and  f requency  of the d e m a n d s  he m a d e  on  them.  The 
d ispossess ion ,  therefore,  by  the g o v e r n m e n t  of  the a r e a  occupied 
by  the P a l a i s  ¿Mondial in the P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  seemed 
log ica l  enough.  I t  w a s  far  less l ikely to a ro u se  p o p u la r  opin ion  
tha n  the removal  of the  older ,  m o re  respec tab le  M u s é e s  Royaux.  
As  Theunis ,  the  P r i m e  Min is t e r ,  observed  decisively « the  o r g a ­
n isa t ion  of the P a l a i s  M ondia l ,  occupy ing  its loca t ion  w ith o u t 
a n y  leg a l r ig h t, c an  c e r ta in ly  be  as ke d  to m ake  w a y  for a 
C o m m erc ia l  Fa i r» .5

Neve r the less .  Ot le t  a n d  La F on ta in e ,  P r e m i e r  Vice-Pre s id en t  
o f  the  S e n a t e  a n d  Nobel L au rea t e ,  were  able to b r i n g
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suf f ic ient  p r e s su re  to b e a r  to force the  G o v e r n m e n t  to dec ide  
t o  ap po in t  a C o m m is s io n  lo e x a m i n e  the  ed u ca t i o n a l  a nd  
scientif ic v a l u e  of v a r io u s  p ar t s  of  the P a l a i s  M ondia l  in order  
to de te rm in e  the  n a t u r e  of  its r ig h t s  lo the loca t ions  which  it 
h ad  been g iven .  The  C o m m is s io n  cons is ted  of a ca de m ics  from 
the Universi t i es of G h e n t  a n d  Liège — «bi t ter  di si l lusion»,  wro te  
Ot let  so m e w h a t  c rypt ical ly .  «II is conc luded» ,  he sa id,  r epo r ­
t in g  s om eone ' s  c om m ent ,  «go  to the moon!  Ba s ica l ly  you a re  
c o u r a g e o u s  people  but  you w oul d  feei more  a t  home on an o th e r  
plane t». '1 The  C o m m is s i on  w a s  not  ac tu a l ly  app oin ted  until 
the end of April  1922 by which  t ime th ir ty ’ two rooms of the 
P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  ha d  been c l eared  a n d  occupied  for n e a r ly  tw o 
weeks by re p re se n ta t i v es  of the Fair .

The  C o m m is s io n ' s  conc lus io ns  w e re  to s om e  d eg ree  as  
O t le t  h a d  feared.  I t  decided t h a t  the UIA h ad  no  p e r m a n e n t  
r ig h t s  a t  all to the  loca t ions  occupied by the  P a l a i s  Mondia l  
in the  P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n te n a i r e .  It s in g l ed  ou t  th e  I n t e r n a ­
t iona l Ins t i tu te  of  Bi b l i o g rap h y  a n d  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  L ibrary  
for specia l  c o m m e n d a t i o n .  It u r g e d  t h a t  these  ins t i tu t io n’s 
sho uld  be  left w h e r e  the y  were ,  p rovided  they did not  in te r ­
fere wi th  the g r o w t h  of the  M us ées  Royaux,  unti l  such  t ime  
a s  the UIA could  a f ford to e rec t  i ts  o w n  bui ld ing .  As  for the  
r es t  of the  in s t i tu te s  of  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  it w a s  comple te ly  
a m a t t e r  for  the  d i sc re t ion  of the G o v e r n m e n t  a s  to w h e n  thev 
sho uld  be requi red  to put  the i r  q u a r t e r s  a t  i ts  d i sposa l .7 ft 
w a s  c lear  by thi s  t ime,  the  g o v e r n m e n t ,  u n s t a b l e  a nd  hosti le,  
a n d  the  e con om y in a g r a v e  condi t ion ,  t h a t  no  m o r e  would 
be he a rd  of  a special  P a l a i s  M ond ia l  to be e rected from public 
funds  in the P a r c  de W'oluwe, a nd  it w a s  firmly bo rn e  in 
upon  Ot le t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  d ra s t i c  needed  to be done  to secure  
the  fu ture  of  the P a l a i s  M ondia l  a s  it then existed .  He  decided,  
therefore,  to cal l  an  in te r na t io na l  conference to co n s id e r  the  
ques t ion  of w id e r  in te rn a t i o n a l  suppor t .  This  w a s  to be held 
on  the  occas ion  of  a th i r d  Q u i n z a i n e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  which 
w a s  p la n n e d  for A u g u s t  1922.

In the  m id dl e  of  the  occupat ion  of p a r t  of the  P a l a i s  
M o n d ia l  by the C om merc i a l  Fai r ,  Ni tobe  wro te  to Ot le t  s u g g e s t ­
ing th a t  the Leagu e ' s  S e c re ta r i a t  for In te rn a t io na l  A sso c ia ­
t ions  shou ld  publ i sh  a j o u r n a l  of  in format ion  useful  to in t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  assoc ia t ions .  H e  wond ered  if there  w a s  a n y  prospec t  
of  the UIA b r i n g i n g  out  La V ie in te rn a tio n a le  a g a i n  a t  s om e  
t ime in the nea r  future.  The  L e a g u e  w a s  r e lu c ta n t  to d u p ­
l ica te  of encroach  on  the Union ' s  work .  He  tho ught ,  however,  
tha t  such a «news» jou rn a l  as  he w a s  propos ing ,  far  from 
t h r e a t e n i n g  a n y  aspec t  of the  act iv i t ies  of  the Union ,  would  
fur the r  i ts ob ject ives ,  even if, in fact,  La V ie in te rn a tio n a le  
were  to be revived.  In a n y  case,  he  sa id,  «wi thou t  your
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co-ope ra t io n  it will be diff icult  to  succeed  in such  a ven ture .  
If you do  [agree  to  co l labora te]  we  can  a t  once  put  ou rse lves  
in c om m unica t ion  wi th  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  B u re a u x » .8 

The  s u g g e s t e d  w o u n d e d  O t l e t  deeply:
We m ust  in a ll  sincerity  tell you tha t  in the  m idd le  of  the worries  
caused  by the d ism a n t l in g  and  re - in s ta l la t ion  of o u r  collections, this  
le t te r  h a s  saddened  u s  p rofoundly .  We d o n ' t  need to tell you  tha t  if 
w e  have been preven ted  from pub l ish ing  o u r  review, La Vie in ter­
n a tio n a le  in the w ay  in which it  a ppea red  before the  W ar,  it is no t  be­
cause  w e  hav en ' t  a s  dete rm ined  a will. We m a d e  an  effort  in publish­
in g  fascicule  26, and  w e  w ould  like n o th in g  be t te r  than  to publish 
fascicule  27. B u t . . .  the  Belgian  G overnm en t  refuses to au g m e n t  the 
l aughab le  subs idy  th a t  it g ives u s  ... It w ould  be w ith  deep reg re t  that 
we would see the  League, th a n k s  to  th e  resources  a t  i t s  disposal ,  su b ­
s t i tu te  itself for th e  U nion.0

Cur ious ly ,  O t l e t  m a d e  no  re fe r ence  to the  C a r n e g i e  Peace  
Fo u n d a t i o n  which h a d  sub s id ise d  La V ie in te rn a tio n a le  before 
the  W ar .  No s teps  seem to h a v e  been ta ken  af te r  the  w a r  to 
secure  the r e su m p t i o n  of the  F o u n d a t i o n ’s  su bs id y  of th e  UIA 
and  its In te rn a t io na l  Center .  Ni tobe,  un de te r r ed  by  Ot le t 's  
c o m m e n ts ,  wen t  a h e a d  wi th  his p lans ,  a s s u r i n g  the  B e lg ia ns  
th a t  the  jo u r n a l  the  L e a g u e  w oul d  publ ish  would be  of  g re a t  
help to them in the  long  run a n d  in 1923 a B u lle t in  tr im es tr ie l  
o u  chron ique in te rn a tio n a le  appea red .

Ni tobe a l so  b e g a n  to  pr e ss  for  the  comple t ion  of the 
C ode d es  V oeux. E a r l y  in 1922 Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n ta in e  h ad  
s t i l l  no t  been able  to f ind a su i ta b le  c o l la bo ra to r  for this  
work .  The ir  di ff icul ty should  not  a p p e a r  su rp r i s in g .  F rom  
v a r io u s  c o m m e n t s  m ade ,  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  they hoped to find 
s o m eone  to as s i s t  th e m  who w oul d  no t  on ly  be f luen t  in 
F renc h  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  bu t  w ou ld  be w i l l in g  to work  for more  
th a n  e igh t  hou rs  a d ay  a t  a low s a l a r y  in a  job h a v i n g  no 
prospec t  of p e r m a n e n c e  wi th  a devot ion to its o u t com e  s im i la r  
lo their  own.  in a t t e m p t i n g  to  so lve  the w ors t  of thei r  diff i­
cu l t ie s  a n d  to p la ca te  c ri t ics a t  th e  L e a g u e ’s  H e a d q u a r te r s ,  
they proposed  to i ssue  the  C ode  in fascicules .  If th i s  w a s  
a g r e e d  to, publ ica t ion  could begin  a t  once  w i t h  the  ma ter ia l  
a l r e a d y  p repar ed  which  would m ake  a s u b s ta n t i a l  first  fascicule 
of  over  throe h u n d r e d  p a g e s . 10 A p p a re n t l y  sa tis fied ,  Nitobe 
a g r e e d  to p e r s u a d e  the  L e a g u e ’s  f inanc i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  to keep 
open  the c redi t  st ill  r e m a i n i n g  to them from the  or ig ina l  
subv ent ion .  Th e re  w a s  a l so  involved,  now,  a p a r t i c u l a r  donor.  
«The  m a n  w i l l in g  to  a d v a n c e  you th e  money» (s om e 12,000 
f rancs  for the  la s t  s t a g e s  of p r ep a ra t i o n  of the  C o d e), wro te  
Nitobe,  «is not  a w e a l t h y  m a n  and  I th ink  it will be conve ­
n ien t  to him lo pay in in s t a lm ent s» .  Ni tobe  w a s  concerned ,  
too,  to k no w  how m uc h  m o re  w o u ld  be needed  beyond th is  
s u m  for p r e p a r a t i o n  to b r i n g  the fully comple ted  w o rk  from 
the  presses .  It w a s  ur g en t l y  necessary ,  he bel ieved,  to ge t  it
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finished,  «both  for the  r eput a t i on  of the  L e a g u e  a n d  of y o u r  
o w n  U n io n » ."  In S ept em ber  Ni tobe w a s  s e n t  the  p a g e s  of  
w h a t  w a s  i n t ended  a s  the  f i r s t  fasc icule a n d  w a s  in fo rm ed 
th a t  « m e a s u r e s  h a v e  been  t a k e n  for  soon f i n i s h i ng  the C ode» .12 
I t  w as ,  however ,  n o t  i s s ued  in fasc icules .  The  f irst  v o l um e,  
o v e r  900 p a g e s  in length ,  w a s  e v e nt ua l ly  pub l i shed  in 192313 
a n d  no  s u b s e q u e n t  vo lu m es  a ppea re d .

In la te  A u g u s t  1922, th e  T hi rd  Q u i n z a i n e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l e  
w a s  held.  It w a s  a r a t h e r  s m a l l  a f f a i r  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  i t s  
p r edecessors .  A th i r d  se ss ion  of  the  In t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  
took p lace  a n d  72 profess ors  g a v e  96 lec tures  on  80 su b jec t s . 1"4 
The  m a in  bus iness ,  however,  w a s  the Con fe re nce  for  the  
Development  of  the In s t i tu te s  of  the  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  The  
M in is t e r  for F o r e i g n  Af fa i r s  h a d  a g r e e d  to t r a n s m i t  t h r o u g h  
h is  d e p a r t m e n t  in v i ta t io ns  to th e  Confe re nce  f rom the  U I A  
lo n o m in a t e d  g o v e r n m e n ts ,  a n d  Di p lo m a t ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
(m os t ly  mi no r  e m b a s s y  officials)  f rom s ix teen co un t r ie s  a n d  
the  L e a g u e  of Na t io ns  m e t  in B r u s s e l s  from the 20th to the 
22nd  A u g u s t  with Otlet ,  La F o n t a i n e  a n d  a re p re se n t a t i v e  of  
th e  Be lg ia n  G o ver nm ent .  E r n e s t  C u s h i n g  Ri char ds on ,  the A m e ­
r ican  l ib r a r ian ,  w a s  a l so  present .  Th e re  w e re  no  r e p re s e n t ­
a t ives  from a ny  of the  m a jo r  E u r o p e a n  powers .  Before th e  
de le ga te s  w a s  the  text  of  a d r a f t  conven t io n  w hic h  wo uld  p la ce  
the  P a l a i s  Mondia l  a s  an  official  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
u n d e r  the pro tec t ion  of the  n a t i o n s  w h o  w oul d  s i g n  it. Briefly,  
the draf t  p rovided t h a t  the  m a n a g e m e n t  of the  ne w o r g a n i s a ­
t ion be left to the UIA u n d e r  the  overa l l  su p e rv is io n  of an  
I n te r n a t i o n a l  C om mi ss ion .  The  m e m b e r s  of the  C o m m is s i on  
w e re  to be d r a w n  e i ther  f rom n a t i o n a l  c o m m iss io n s  c r ea ted  
by ind iv idua l  g o v e r n m e n t s  for  the  purpose,  o r  from spec ia l ly  
d e s i g n a t e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a l r e a d y  ex is t ing .  The  b u d g e t  w a s  to 
der ive  f rom co n t r ib u t i o n s  f rom p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t a t e s  d e te r m in e d  
in a m a n n e r  s im i la r  to t h a t  used  for d e t e r m i n i n g  a n d  a l lo ca t ­
ing  the b u d g e t  of the Un iversa l  P o s ta l  Conve nt i on .  C o n t r i ­
b u t io ns  from g o v e r n m e n t s  w o u ld  be a u g m e n t e d  by s u b s c r ip ­
t ions,  d o n a t i o n s  or  o th e r  funds  as  ava i lab le .  Th e  L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s  w a s  to be asked  to  offer  i ts  p a t r o n a g e  lo the  ne wly  
con s t i tu te d  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  in t e r m s  of  Ar t ic le 24 of  its 
C o v e n a n t ,  a n d  w ou ld  be invi ted  to be rep re se n t ed  on i ts  In te r ­
na t i o n a l  C o m m is s io n .  F u r th e rm o re ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in the C onfe ­
rence  w e re  asked

to take  into se r ious  considera tion  the  p ro jec t  p resen ted  to them  of an  
In te rn a t io n a l  C i ty  to be erected on ihc occasion of a n  approach ing  
U niversal  Exposition .  The C i ty  w o u ld  be form ed from pav il ions  erected 
by each c o u n t ry  invo lved  in the  E xposition  and  from b u i ld in g s  
established for the  in te rn a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s  g rouped  a ro u n d  the- 
P a la is  Mondial.

The Expos i t ion  refe rred  to h ad  recent ly  been a n n o u n c e d  by the 
B elg i an  G o v e rn m e n t  for 1930, the  year  of B e lg iu m 's  C ent enn ia l
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A n ni ve rs a ry .  E a c h  na t io n  wo uld  a l so  s ign ,  a s  well  a s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  t rea ty ,  sp ec ia l  ind iv idua l  a g r e e m e n t s  in w hic h  i ts  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m i t m e n t s  to each  p a r t  of th e  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  —  
I IB,  UIA,  I n te r n a t i o n a l  L ibrary ,  M u s e u m  a n d  U n iv e rs i ty  — 
wou ld  be spe l led out.  R eso lu t io ns  c o n veyi ng  the  te rm  of t h e  
tex t  of  the  con vent io n  a s  a d o p te d  by  the  Co nfe re nce  w e re  
a d d r e s s e d  to K in g  Alber t  a n d  the  Be lg ian  g o v e r n m e n t ,  th e  
L e a g u e  of  Na t io ns ,  a n d  th r o u g h  Ri cha rd so n ,  to A m e r i c a .15, 
N o  ac t ion  w a s  ta ke n  on  th e  reso lu t io ns  of  t h e  Conference .  
Th e  B e lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  in 1923 re fused  to  cons ider  t h a t  i t  
h ad  been of ficial ly repre sen te d ,  a n d  a l s o  re fused  to d i s t r ib u t e  
th e  Pro to col s  of the  conven t io n  to p a r t i c i p a t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s .  
This  w a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v o lte  fa ce  b u t  explicable,  Ot let  
a l leged ,  b ecau se  of m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  U I A ’s a t t i t u d e  to  
Fr a n c o - B e l g i a n  policy in the R u h r . 16

T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  I N T E L L E C T U A L  
C O - O P E R A T I O N

In M a y  1922, the Counci l  of the L eague  of N a t io n s  
f ina lly appo in ted  the m em be r s  of an  In te rn a t io na l  C o m m i t t e e  
on In te l lec tua l  Co- opera t ion .  The  B e lg ia n  re p re se n ta t i v e  w a s  
n o t  O t l e t  o r  La  F on ta in e ,  as  one m ig h t  h a v e  expected,  b u t  
J u l e s  Des trée,  fo rm er  Belg ian  M in is te r  for  A r t s  and  Sc iences .  
Des t r ée ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  p laced  h im in o n e  of  the m o s t  selec t 
g a t h e r i n g s  in th e  wor ld ,  for  a m o n g  h is  fel low commit tee-  
m e m b e r s  were  H e n r i  B e rg so n ,  the  g r e a t  French  phi losopher ,  
M a d a m e  C ur ie -S kl ow dow ska ,  one of the d i scovers of ra d iu m .  
Alber t  E ins te in ,  the  phys ic i st ,  an d  Gilber t  M u r r a y ,  a re n o w n ­
ed c lass ica l  s c h o la r  a t  O xf o rd  Universi ty .  For  Nitobe.  repo r t ­
in g  to La Fon ta ine ,  De s t rée ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  c a m e  as  s o m e t h i n g  
of a shock:  « I t  h a s  been a g r e a t  su rpr i se ,  a n d  I m u s t  co nf e s s  
a p e r sona l  d i s a p p o in tm e n t  to  me tha t  your  n a m e  w a s  not  
a m o n g  the m e m b e r s » .17 Gi lb er t  M u r r a y  expressed  a s i m i l a r  
v iew  to O t l e t  but  v en tu red  an  expl ana t io n .  «M ay  1 t a k e  thi s  
opp or t un i ty » ,  he  wrote ,

of e xpress ing  m y  r e g re t  t h a i  neither you  n o r  S en a to r  La Fon ta ine  a re  
se rv in g  on the P e rm a n e n t  Committee .  1 u n d e rs tan d ,  however,  that 
th is  is because  the Council  th o u g h t  you could do  m o re  as ex p er t  w i t ­
nesses  than  as actual  members,  lo  guide  the Com m ittee  in i ts  delibe­
ra t ions .  18

La F o n ta in e  did no t  re gr e t  b e i n g  p as sed  ove r  by  th e  
Counci l ,  a n d  be l ieved t h a t  his f r iendship  wi th  De s t r ée  w oul d  
be  an  a d e q u a te  vehic le  for  UIA inf luence in the  Com mi t te e .  
O t l e t ’s reac t ion  w a s  typica l .  H e  s a t  down and  w r o te  an 
In tro d u c tio n  to  th e  W ork o f th e  C o m m ittee  on In te lle c tu a l  
C o-opera tion  o f th e  L e a g u e  o f N a tio n s '9 which he d i s p a t c h e d  
a s  soon as  it w a s  f in ished  in a n t i c ip a t io n  of  the C o m m i t t e e ’s
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f irs t  m e e t i n g  in A u g u s t  1922. In it he descr ibed  the  o r ig in s  
of  the  C o m m it t e e  in the  v a r io u s  pr o p o sa ls  of  th e  UIA d u r i n g  
the W ar .  H e  r epe a te d  w h a t  the  UIA h a d  s u g g e s t e d  should  
be both th e  ge ne ra l  a nd  the  specific dut ies  of the L e a g u e  in 
the  re a lm  of in te l lec tua l  work.  H e  r e c om m end ed  a s  p a r t ic u l a r  
p robl em s r e q u i r i n g  i m m e d ia te  so lu t ions  the de ve lo pm ent  and  
imp rovement  of  the  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of scientif ic 
research ,  the  r e la t io ns  g o v e r n i n g  the e x c h a n g e  of professors 
a n d  s t u d e n t s  be tween  univers i t ies ,  a n d  the  i n te r n a t i o n a l  o r g a ­
n is a t ion  of b ib l io graphy ,  m a t t e r s  wi th  wh ich  th e  Com mi t te e ,  
in fact,  im m e d ia t e ly  involved itself.  O t le t ' s  no t e  lo the  C o m m i t ­
tee, however,  em p h as i se d  his belief t h a t  a g r a n d  a nd  fa r - r eac h­
ing des ign ,  a l o n g  the l ines  a l r e a d y  se t  d ow n  by him in 
m a n y  p laces,  shou ld  g u i d e  the  w o rk  of the  C o m m it t ee .  H e  
m a d e  a po in t  of  s t r e s s i n g  th e  need for  a ce n t r a l i s e d  sys te m 
of o rg a n i s a t i o n  for  r e g u l a t i n g  the  re la t ion s  be tw een  the 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  the n a t io ns ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  thi s  w a s  the  mos t  
economic  and  effect ive wa y of se c u r in g  good c o m m u n ic a t i o n  
a n d  co-operat ion.  H e  described as  the  sor t  of  p e r m a n e n t  
in t e rn a t i o n a l  c e n t r e  the  C om m it t ee  w oul d  need to develop,  
the P a l a i s  Mondia l  in Brusse l s ,  powerful  t e s t im o n y  to the 
im p o r ta n c e  of which,  he rem in de d  his  reade rs ,  Gi lber t  M u r r a y  
ha d  g iven  in the  G e n e ra l  A ss e m b ly  the  y e a r  before.

The  C o m m it te e ' s  first  m e e t i n g  touched  on a g r e a t  m a n y  
of th e  i s sues  of  in te res t  to Ot le t .  De s t ré e  h ad  p laced  on  the  
a g e n d a  the  m a t t e r  of  a p e r m a n e n t  in te r na t io na l  center .  H e  
a l so  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U ni ve r s i ty  sh o u ld  be 
c re a te d  u n d e r  the a usp ic e s  of the  League .  An ot her  m e m b e r  
of the C o m m it te e  ra i sed  the m a t t e r  of  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  Library  
g r o w i n g  from ma te r ia l  f lowing  into it th ro ugh  the adopt ion  
of in te rn a t io na l  depos i t  re gul a t io ns .  Th e  mos t  im p o r ta n t  i s sue  
before  the Com mi t te e ,  in i ts  view,  however ,  w a s  the  i n t e r n a ­
t iona l  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of  b ib l iography .  The  work  of  the  I n t e r ­
na t io na l  In s t i t u t e  of  Bib l io g ra ph y  w a s  described  a n d  pr a i s ed  
by Dest rée.  O t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  the need for a un i form c l a s s i ­
ficat ion,  t h o u g h  G. de Reynold,  P ro fe s s o r  of F renc h  L i te r a tu r e  
a t  B erne  Un ive rs i ty  a n d  ra p p o rteu r  for the Com mi t te e ,  be l iev­
ed the  «decimal sy s t em »  w a s  imperfec t  b ecau se  of lacunae. 
The  idea th a t  b ib l io g ra ph y  shou ld  be p laced  un de r  the  a eg is  
of the  In te rn a t io n a l  Research  Counci l  w a s  d i s cussed  a n d  so 
w a s  the need to con su l t  l ib ra r i ans ,  b ib l io gr aph e rs  an d  technic­
al exp e r t s  before any  decisions abo u t  b ib l io gr aphy  shou ld  be 
taken.  A d is t inc t ion  w a s  m a d e  be tween  re t ro spe c t i ve  b ibl io ­
g r a p h y  and  c u r r e n t  b ib l iography ,  the  ne eds  of the  la t te r  be in g  
s t r o n g l y  re la ted ,  it w a s  th ou gh t ,  to the de v e lo p m e n t  of 
a d e q u a t e  a b s t r a c t i n g  se rvices .  On the  whole  it w a s  a g r e e d  th a t  
« ques t io ns  of do cu m en ta t i o n  and  b ib l io gr ap hy  w e r e  ex t reme ly  
com pl i ca ted  b ecau se  of  the ir  t echnica l  na tu re » .  The  d iv erse
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views  exp re sse d  a t  i ts  m e e t i n g s  a n d  the  complexi ty  of the 
su bj ec t  e v e n tu a l ly  led the C om m it t ee  to decide  to ap po in t  
a su b- com m it t ee  to c on s i de r  the  m a t t e r s  involved.  The  S u b ­
c o m m i t t e e  a s  co ns t i t u t ed  w a s  to  meet  u n d e r  the  c h a i r m a n s h i p  
of Ber gs on ,  a n d  w a s  to cons is t  of Des trée,  M a d a m e  Curie-  
Sk lo wdo wsk a ,  a n d  f rom three lo five co-opted expert s .  La te r  
in the  y e a r  four  exp e r t s  were  ap p o in te d  to the  Sub-Com mi t te e ,  
al l  but  one  of  th e m  l ib ra r ians .

W h e n  B e rg so n  c losed the f irst  se r ie s  of m e e t i n g s  of the 
C o m m it te e  o n  In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t ion ,  he obser ved  t h a t  the ir  
ini t ial  a c h i eve m en t  w a s  e ss en t ia l ly  t h a t  of h a v i n g  i so la ted  
ques t ion s  to be  se t t led,  of h a v i n g  defined a p r o g r a m  for 
fur the r  s tudy .  A s  th e  C o m m i t t e e  r epo r t ed  to the  L e a g u e  
Council :

The in te rna t iona l  o rg a n is a t io n  for  sc ientiiie  d ocum en ta t ion ,  p a r t icu ­
la r ly  bib liography, is e ssen t ia l  for  all inte llectual co-opera tion;  sc ien­
tific re la t ions  a re  ve ry  in tim ate ly  connected  w ith  th is  question. F o r  
this reason ,  the  world  of science u nan im ous ly  desires  th a t  such an 
o rg a n is a t io n  m a y  be established a s  soon as possible. The Com m ittee  
therefore  g a v e  this priority  over scientific  research  and  in te run ivers i ty  
re la tions .“

Ot le t  rev iewed the  C o m m it t e e ’s  de l ib er a t io ns  wi th  no 
sa t i s fac t ion  a t  all bu t  wi th  g r e a t  susp ic io n  a nd  then  wi th  a 
k in d l in g  a n g e r .  Re p o r t in g  to the In te rn a t io na l  Ass oc ia t io ns  at  
the b e g i n n i n g  of 1923 on the  UIA' s  r e la t io ns  with the  League ,  
especial ly  wi th  i ts  ne w Commit tee ,  Ot le t  observed  t h a t  Nitobe  
had  re fe r red  to  the U I A  in an  a d d r e s s  which  opened  the 
work  of th e  C o m m it t ee ,  but  it h a d  received no  o ther  ment ion .  
No one,  no t  even  Des trée.  had  been p r e p a r e d  to r ecog n ise  
th a t  the UIA h a d  a l r e a d y  c re a te d  the  ba s i s  for  an  in te rn a t io na l  
un ivers i ty  a n d  an  in te rn a t io na l  l ibrary.  The  idea of this l ib ra ry 
rece iving its ma ter ia l  from the  ope ra t io n  of a n  in te rna t i ona l  
depos i t  r egu la t i on  h ad  been pa r t  of  the  U IA 's  p l ans  Tor the 
de ve lo pm en t  of  i ts  l ibra ry ,  a nd  h a d  been d is cussed  in i ts  Wor ld 
C o n g r e s s e s  of 1910 a nd  1920. Moreover ,  the  f o un da t i ons  of 
an  in te rn a t io na l  cen t e r  exis ted a t  B rus se l s  a n d  the possibi l i ty 
of  the  C o m m i t t e e ’s  bu i l d in g  upon  them,  w hich  shou ld  have  
been fully explored ,  w a s  compl e t e ly  neg lec ted .  In fact,  even 
the  g e n e r a l  idea of the va lu e  of  such  a cen te r  to the  C o m m i t ­
tee  h ad  ha rd ly  been d i scussed  at  all. It w a s  t rue,  he  a c k n o w ­
ledged ,  th a t  the w o rk  of the I IB ha d  been d r a w n  to t h e  a t t e n ­
t ion of th e  Com mi t te e ,  but  the C o m m i t t e e  ha d  a l so  a p p a re n t ly  
re jec ted the  I IB a s  the  ba s i s  for th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of bibl io ­
g r a p h y  a n d  d ocum en ta t io n ,  of the  necess i ty  for  w hic h  it 
a p p e a re d  to  be convinced,  an d ,  a f te r  a n u m b e r  of p roposa ls ,  
o n ly  the  mos t  g e n e r a l  reso lu t ions  abo ut  b ib l io gr aphy  in no 
w a y  c lear ly  inv ol v in g  th e  IIB.  h ad  been adopted .  O t l e t ’s b i t t e r  
conc lus ion  w a s  t h a t  a second  ph ase  h ad  now b e g u n  in the  
re la t io ns  of the U I A  wi th  the L e a g u e  in which
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tlic U nion  sees itself a s  d iscarded by the  Com m ittee  [on In te l lec tua l  
C o-opera t ion ];  It is not even called to w ork w ith  i ts  Sub-Committee.  
The  sem ina l  idea  which had  led to  th e  fo rm ation  of the  C om m it tee  is 
n o t  even d iscussed, a n d  the  p a r t s  of  the  idea, which th e  U n io n  h a s  
itself been successful  in  e xpress ing  in som e first  Ins t i tu t ions ,  a re  
taken  over  by  o th e rs  w h o  g ive  them  o u t  a s  the ir  ow n  and  receive 
support .51

These  v iews  were  reinforced by de  Reynold ,  the  ra p p o r t­
eur  of the  In te rn a t io n a l  C o m m i t te e  on  Intel lec tua l  C o -o p e ra ­
tion, who  publ i shed  a n  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  its e a r ly  work  in the R e v u e  
d e G enève  t o w a rd s  the end of 1922. d i s p a r a g i n g  gra nd io se ,  
imprac t ica l  a nd  v is ion ary  scheme s  for the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of 
intel lectual  work .  Ot le t  w a s  incensed  b y  his  a t t i tude ,  an d  c a ­
refully a n d  r a th e r  s a v a g e l y  d i ssected  the art icle.22 Indeed,  so 
c oncerned  w a s  he  by  the  impl ica t ions  of (he v i ews  put  forward  
by de Reynold  th a t  he un b u rd en ed  h imse lf  ab ou t  them to the 
L e a g u e  of Nat io ns  U nio n  in E n g l a n d  which had  proposed  at 
this t ime to s e n d  a d e le ga te  to B rus se l s  to look ove r  the P a ­
la is  Mondia l  a nd  especial ly  ex am in e  the  g e o g r a p h ic a l  m u s e u m  
there.  Th e  visi tor  w a s  g l a d l y  received,  Ot le t  repor ted  to  the 
Union upon his depa r tu re ,  bu t  he h ad  a r r ived  in Brusse l s

ju s t  w h en  w e were  s t ro n g ly  upset by  the  recent a t t i tu d e  of the C o m ­
m ittee  on  Intellectual W ork  oi the  League  of Nations. A l though  the  
form ation  of th is  C om m it tee  is due to o u r  u nceas ing  action . the 
m em bers  com pris ing  it h ave  counted  our  w ork a s  no t  ex is t in g  in their  
w o r k . . .  This injustice and  w a s ta g e  of effort  a u g u r s  ve ry  badly  for 
the res t  of the work... We th row  up  a c ry  o( a la rm  and’ invite  you 
[the U nion  of Associa t ions fo r  the L eague  of Nations] to exam ine  the 

C om m ittee 's  w o rk  very  a ttentively .  As all w h o  u n d e rs tan d  the League 
agree ,  co-operation  should  be i ts  foundation . B u t  des t ruc t ion  is about  to  
take place if the  principles revealed ... by  M. de Reynold ... a re  fo l­
lowed.53

On th e  19th December ,  Ot le t  and  La F o n ta in e  se n t  a tele­
g r a m  to D r u m m o n d  e x p r e s s i n g  the i r  concern  abou t  th e  
C o m m it te e  a n d  the i r  d i s m a y  at  not  h a v i n g  been ask ed  to g ive  
ev idence  before it, o r  in a n y  w a y  p a r t ic ip a te  in its m e e t in gs .  
D r u m m o n d  repl ied  t h a t  the C o m m it te e ’s f irst  se ss ion  h ad  
been essen t ia l ly  p r e p a r a t o r y  bu t  th a t  the  C o m m it te e  h ad  
decided  to inv ite  a re p re se n ta t i v e  from the  I IB to p a r t i c ip a te  
in the next  se r ies  of de l ibe ra t io ns  of the S ub -C om m it t ee  on 
Bib l io graphy ,  a n  inv i ta t ion  duly se n t . 21

It s e e m s  c le a r  t h a t  Ot le t  h ad  over - reacted ,  a n d  th a t  ne i ther  
he  no r  La F o n t a i n e  h a d  a p p rec ia t ed  the  de l ib e ra te ne ss  with 
which the  C o m m it t e e  had  proceeded  to define  its a r e a s  of 
interest ,  ex am in e  possible  forms  of o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  an d  de b a te  
w h a t  im m ed ia te ly  useful  a n d  prac t ica l  k in ds  of ac t ion  it 
m ig h t  take.  Nor  ha d  they a p p re c ia te d  the  f inanc ia l  c o n s t r a i n t s  
wi t h in  which the C o m m it t e e  ha d  to funct ion a n d  which quickly 
be cam e  so res t r ic t ive  th a t  th e  C o m m it te e  w a s  forced to t u r n
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to ou ts ide  help to imp lem en t  a n y  p r o g r a m  a t  all. Ot le t  
a n d  La F o n ta in e  were  in no  pos i t ion  to offer  the  kind of 
f inanc ia l  a s s i s ta n c e  needed,  a n d  b e c a m e  less  so  as  the s i tua t io n  
of  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  g r a d u a l l y  dete r iora ted .  Nor  w a s  the 
UIA  wi thout  a t  l ea s t  a n  ind i rec t  voice in the  C om m it t ee ' s  
a f fa i r s .  La F o n t a i n e  becam e  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Be lg ian  Nat iona l  
C om m it t ee  on Inte llec tua l Co-opera t ion  se t  up in 1922. one  of 
the f irs t  of such  local bodies which  the C o m m i t t e e  h ad  decided 
w e re  « the  bes t  m e a n s  of o r g a n i s i n g  co-operat ion a n d  p rom ot ing  
e xchange» .25

G E D D E S ,  T H E  S U B  C O M M I T T E E  O N  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

At the  ve ry  b e g in n in g  of  1923, P a t r ic k  G e d d e s  w ro te  to 
Ot le t  r e g r e t t i n g  th a t  they had  not  co r r e sp onded  m uch  s ince  
th e  W a r .  H e  h a d  been w o n d e r i n g  ho w the  tw o  of th e m  mi gh t  
co l labora te .  S in ce  he h ad  seen h im last ,  Gedd es  in formed 
Ot le t .  he  had  been occupied  wi th  v a r io u s  m a t t e r s  of  interes t  
t o  th e m  both.  O n e  of  them w a s  soc iologica l  theory:

Since C om te ,  Spencer,  since Le P lay ,  Demobius, s ince  W ard  a n d  the 
Americans,  s ince  the  In s t i tu t  So lvay ,  the School of  de Greef and  de 
Tarde , of Durkheim  . . .  the  syn the tic  view Is m iss ing ,  a n d  even the 
a t t rac t ion  of specula tive  th o u g h t  seems to m e in ro ta t ion  ra th e r  than 
progress .  Ani I w ro n g ?  I wish  I were. C an  you show me w ith  the help 
of y our  b ib liographic  know ledge,  and  above all, w ith  y our  general  
view, w here  I can  d ra w  on new and  fecund ideas?56

G edde s  w a s  in Ind ia  a t  this t ime,  a nd  he described his life 
t her e  to Otle t .  He  w a s  occupied at the U n iv e r s i t y  of Bombay,  
a nd  e l s ew here  t h ro u g h  c o ns ul ta t iv e  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  wi th  the 
dua l  s t r a n d s  of  h i s  work:  sociology a n d  to w n-pl ann in g .  Delhi 
he  described  a s  «a new to w n  of imper ia l  m e g a l o m a n i a ,  a sad  
to w n  of b u r e a u c r a t s  g a t h e r e d  to g e t h e r  to bui ld  the i r  tombs,  
t r u l y  l ike the  S u l t a n s  of  th e  pas t» .  Soon  he w a s  to come to 
E u r o p e  to look a t  un ive rs i t i e s  a n d  then to go  to  the Uni ted  
S t a t e s  which he h ad  not  seen  s ince  his t o u r  in 1900. He  asked  
Ot le t  to  ex am in e  th e  b ib l io g raphi c  s tore  of the R B U  for 
m at e r i a l  which  cont a in e d  « s o m e th in g  in the  w a y  of c r i t iques  
of un iv er s i t i e s  as  they a re,  a n d  yet  more ,  p ropo s i t io ns  for the  
future. . .» Above  all c a m e  the plea,  «Why not  co-o rd ina te  our 
ideas  a l i t t le a n d  y o u r  p r e se n ta t i on  on  the g r a n d  s ca l e  wi th  
mine  on  the  s m a l l  ...?»27

Ot le t  se em s not  to h a v e  re sp o n d ed  v e ry  s t r o n g l y  to this  
over tur e ,  which,  be c a u s e  of t h e  long  f r iendship  and  the  com mo n 
phi losophica l  in te re s t s  a nd  o r i en t a t io n  of the  two men,  m u s t  
ha v e  been very  appe a l in g .  But his a t t en t io n  w a s  r ive ted on 
the  field of his im m edi a te  ac t ions ,  a bat t l ef ield in which 
v ic tory w a s  yet  to  be won  or  lost.  In  M a rc h  1923 the S u b ­
c o m m i t t e e  on Bi b l io g ra ph y  of th e  L e a g u e ’s C o m m it te e  on 
Inte llec tual  Co-op era t ion  m e t  to deal  wi th  va r iou s  problems.
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One of them w a s  the future role of (lie I IB,  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  
represen te d  the I IB a t  the S u b - C o m m i t te e ’s de l ib e ra t io ns  which 
were  held in the  P a l a i s  Mondia l  itself.  The  S ub -C om m it t ee  
resolved

im p o r ta n t  pioneer w ork  accomplished b y  the  In te rn a t io ­
nal In s t i tu te  of B ib liography  in the dom ain  of in te rn a t io n a l  b ib l io g ra ­
phy, should  b e  used a s  much as possible the  Sub-Committee  
consider ing  the  services which a  un iversal  r e p e r t o r y . . .  w ould  provide- 
co n s id e r in g  th a t  it would be  p re m a tu re  a t  the m om ent  to oropose ;i 
s ing le  sys tem  of classif ication,  also p rem a tu re  to a ttem pt  to establish  
a U niversal  B ib liography  by subject ;  co n s id e r in g  th a t  it is possible, 
however,  to  e s tab l ish  by in te rn a t io n a l  ag reem en t  a n  a lphabetic  reper­
tory by  a u t h o r s  nam es;  con s id e r in g  tha t  it is im por tan t  th a t  such an  
e n te rp r ise  be  based  o n  the  re su l ts  a l read y  obtained  in this m a t te r  by 
a  g re a t  in te rn a t io n a l  in s t i t u t io n . . .  (resolves)  . . .  1) th a t  the In te rn a ­
tional In s t i tu te  of B ibliography should  be chosen a s  the  unique in te r ­
na t iona l  depot  for  the b ib liography  of w orks  a r ra n g e d  a lphabetica l ly  
by  a u t h o r s  nam es;  2) th a t  the In te rn a t io n a l  C om m it tee  on  In te l lec tu ­
al C o-operat ion  should  decide to  s tu d y  Ihe m ean s  by  which this  o r ­
g an isa t ion  can  be achieved un d e r  the ausp ices of the League  of Nations 

ag reem en t  of  ap p ro p ria te  na tiona l  and  In ternational  
a ssoc ia t ions a n d  in s t i tu t io n s ."

These  re so lu t io ns  w e re  adop ted  by th e  C om m it t ee  w he n  it met 
at  G e n e v a  at  the  e nd  of  Ju ly ,  to g e th e r  with a fur th e r  re so l u­
t ion t h a t  cen t ra l  o r  na t io na l  l ib ra r ies  should he e n c o u r a g e d  to 
send  two free copies of thei r  c a t a l o g s  to the I IB,  together  
wi th  tw o  copies of  a n y  supp leme nts .

Ot le t  now  conceived a n o th e r  v a s t  u n d e r t a k i n g  which  re ­
flected his  d i ssa t i s fac t ion  with the  League  of Na t io ns  which had 
not  «achieved  a de s i r ab le  un iversa l i ty»,  he  decla red.

I t s  func tions  have remained confined to a limited a rea ;  represen ta t ion  
a t  it is pure ly  d ip lom atic  w ithou t  re la tion  to  p a r l iam en ts ,  polit ical p a r ­
ties, and  the  g re a t  associations.  The n a t io n s  rem ain  independen t  and  
Th» « there  w ere  no  L eague  of Nations .  W a r  con tinues  to menace. 
The uncer ta in t ie s  and  t roubles  of  the  time sh o w  th a t  the  w ork of 
reconstruc tion  is m erely  an  outline.  oi

W h a t  w a s  needed  in O t le t ' s  view w a s  the a s s e m b ly  of a g r ea t  
in te rn a t i o n a l  conven t io n  to d r a w  up «a wor ld  cons t i tu t ion  
which  could provide  a real  bas i s  upon which H u m a n i t y  can  
move  to w a rd s  i ts future».  «Eve ry  interest ,  every  n u a n c e  o f ' m o d ­
ern  th ough t»  wou ld  need to be r ep re sen ted  a t  this convent ion  
By w a y  of p r e p a r a t i o n  for it, the  UIA w ou ld  m o u n t  a v a s t  
«e nq ui ry - r e fe re nd um » u n d e r  the  n a m e  L es C ah iers d e  la P a ix . 
These  w oul d  be a n a l a g o u s  to the m a te r ia l  p r epa red  by the 
Deput ies  of the E s t a te s -G e n e ra l  in F r a n c e  at  the t ime  of the 
F rench  Revolu tion .  In this m a t e r i a l  t h e  F r e n c h  h a d  expressed  
thei r  g r i e v a n c e s  a n d  the ir  wishes.  «This»,  sa id  Ot le t ,  «is the 
only w a y  a new  reg i m e  c an  succeed  a n  old reg ime».  The  idea, 
he s t r essed ,  h ad  a l r e a d y  rece ived so m e  suppor t ,  a n d  when the  
í í a t ? r ia*' .w a s  collccte(i il would be indexed  and  o r g a n i s e d  at  
the L I A  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in the  P a l a i s  Mondia l  in Bru sse l s  by a
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spec ia l  co mm iss io n  of  expert s .  A  dr a f t  Wor ld  Con s t i tu t ion  
would then be d r a w n  up a n d  an  unofficial  conference  cal led 
at  the  P a la i s  /Mondial to e x a m i n e  it a n d  to decide  ho w to pro­
ceed to the u l t i m a te  goa l  of  an  official w or ld  cons t i tu t iona l  c o n ­
vention .  A c i r c u la r  about  L es  C ah iers de  la P a ix  w a s  i ssued in 
April  a n d  Ot le t  hoped to be  able  to call a n  in t roduc tor y  confer ­
ence  la te r  in the  year .29 In this way ,  one  m a y  suppose ,  Ot le t  
ho ped  to im p le m en t  the  Wor ld  C h a r t e r  he h ad  devised d u r i n g  
the  W ar ,  but  n o t h i n g  w h a ts o e v e r  se e m s  to have  c om e  of L es  
C ahiers d e  la  P a ix .

Otle t  w a s  a l so  a t  th is  t ime  v ig orous ly  p u r s u i n g  the work  
of the C o m m i t t e e  for an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ci t y  which h a d  i ts  sea t  
a t  t h e  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l . 30 The  desi rab i l i ty  of a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  
c i ty had  been recogni sed  by the  Con fe re nc e  to Develop the  In ­
s t i tu tes  of  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  The  idea,  however ,  w a s  a m uc h  
o lder  on e  r e a c h i n g  back  to the  period before the  W a r  to Ute 
work  of  H e n d r i k  A n d e r s e n  a n d  the  de l ibera t ions  of  the  UIA 
Wor ld  C o n g r e s s  in 1913. Th e  Be lg ian  G o v e rn m e n t  h ad  dec id­
ed to hold a Universa l  Expos it ion  a t  B rus se l s  in 1930, the 
y e a r  of  B e l g i u m ’s  C e n te n n ia l  A n n iv e r sa ry .  Ot le t  had  im m ed i ­
a te ly  fal len upon  th is  as  pr o v id in g  a t  a b low the  ba s i s  for 
the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  City.  H e  m a d e  a r epor t  to  thi s  effect to the 
UIA a n d  the  Union In te rn a t i o n a l e  des Vi l les  bo th  of  which had 
act ively pu rsued  the  idea.  In h i s  opinion  such a ci ty should 
ideal ly be p laced  un de r  the pro tec t ion  of the Le ague  ol 
Na t io ns  whos e  s e c r e ta r ia t  should  be  se t  up in it. Th e  expos it ion 
of  1930. as  it seemed to h im,  should  be so m e th in g  different  
from o th e r  exposi t ions.

It should  m ark  a  n ew  developm ent in (he a l read y  very  var ied  series 
of  U niversal  Expositions,  There  is now a n  op p o r tu n ity  to  let  it  express
a complete  a n d  liv ing  sy n th e s is  oi un iversal  progress. . .A  similar
syn thesis  should be incorpora ted  in a city ye t  to be built, a city which 
should  be a model in all  m at te rs ,  a com m em ora tive  m o n u m en t  worthy 
of the added  efforts of all  people, a p e rm a n en t  location for all in ter­
n a t io n a l  activit ies,  the symbol of  the n ew  H um an ity .31

In 1923, p lans ,  p r o p a g a n d a ,  mee t in gs ,  co r r espond en ce  about
the  ci ty w e re  g iv en  impetus  by  the  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  brief
o ccup anc y  of p a r t  of Ihe P a l a i s  Mo ndi a l  in 1922, its refusal  to 
t r a n s m i t  to o th er  g o v e r n m e n t s  the  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  of and  
conven t io n  d r a w n  up  a t  the  Con fe re nc e  to Develop the  Ins t i ­
tu tes  of the P a l a i s  M on dia l ,  a n d  by the t h r ea t  of furher 
d i s r up t io n  in 1924.

T H E  R U B B E R  F A IR

D u r i n g  the ear ly  p a r t  of 1923, publ ic i ty w a s  g iven  in Bel­
g iu m  to a Br i t ish  R ub be r  F a i r  w hic h  w a s  to c om e  to B rus se l s  
in F e b r u a r y  1921. Th er e  w a s  specula t ion  a b o u t  w h e r e  it would 
be held.  Th e  P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  w a s  once  a g a i n  s u g ­
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ges te d  a s  a good  venue  for such  an  event  and  on  the 
27th J u l y  1923, Ot le t  w a s  off icial ly in formed th a t  th e  UIA 
would be requi red to vac a t e  by the  i s t  F e b ru a ry  1924 the p a r t s  
of the  P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  which were  occupied  by  it. 
The  R ubb e r  F a i r  w a s  to last  a for tn igh t  a n d  al l  of  t h e  spa ce  
u s e d  by the  UIA,  except  for  severa l  sm a l l  offices,  w o u ld  be 
required.  It w a s  a b u n d a n t l y  c lear ,  therefore,  th a t  thi s  would  
be a m a j o r  d is locat ion  a n d  could even  prov e  fatal  if it took 
place.

O t le t  t h r e w  h imse l f  into the  ta sk  of s a v i n g  th e  w o rk  of 
near ly  t h i r ty  y e a r s  wi th  al l  the  e n e r g y  he  had ,  a n d  the  rest  of 
the  year  w a s  a period of  de sp e ra te  act iv i ty  the  m a r k  of which 
he never  lost .  O n  the o ne  h a n d  he s t rove  to reverse  the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  decision,  and  on  the  o th er  he had to con t in ue  
his n e g ot ia t io ns  wi th  the Leagu e  of N a t i o n s  and  i ts  In te r ­
na t iona l  C om m it t ee  on  Intel lec tua l  Co-operat ion.  H e  could  not  
even  a fford to  prosecute  these  less  v igorous ly  b ecau se  any  
success  a t  the Leagu e  would s t r e n g t h e n  his pos i t ion in r e l a ­
tion to the go v e rn m en t ,  a n d  so  they b e c a m e  eve r  m ore  anxious ,  
in ten se  and  f rus t r a t in g .  T h a t  the  I IB h ad  not  fared ba dl y  a t  the 
L e a g u e  a n d  se em ed  on  the  ve rg e  of f a r in g  be t te r  w a s  to him 
a l m o s t  i r re levant .  It w a s  the  w hol e  of his  in s t i tu t io ns  th a t  c on ­
ce rned  him,  a n d  und ue  a t t en t io n  to a n y  one  of them th re a te ned  
the in teg r i ty  of  the  whole.

In J u n e  of  1923 he publ i sh ed  a shor t  document  s u m m a r i s ­
ing the  re la t ion s  of the UlA wi th  Ule Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t . 32 
Th is  w a s  fol lowed in July ,  w he n  the G o v e r n m e n t  ha d  m a d e  its 
pos i t ion c lear ,  by a B u lle tin  c a n c e l l i n g  a four th  Q u in z a in e  I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l e  w h ic h  h ad  been p l a n n e d  for A u g u s t  1923. He  
a le r ted  S i r  Er ic  D r u m m o n d  a t  the  L e a g u e  to the  conf lict  th a t  
was  b e g in n in g  be tween  the UIA and  the g o v e r n m e n t , 33 and  
su b m i t te d  a note to h im o u t l i n i n g  w a y s  in which the L e a g u e  
m ig h t  help.34 D r u m m o n d ' s  s ta f f  in the lega l  sec t ion  of the Se c ­
r e ta r ia t  de l ibera ted  over the note for a m o n t h  a n d  the n  con ­
cluded,  as  they h a d  conc luded  in 1922, th a t  the  confl ict  w a s  
essen t ia l l y  a n  in te rn a l  one  a n d  could  n o t  involve the League .  
But  no w they w e n t  fu r ther  a n d  a n a ly s e d  the  U I A ' s  r ights .  
The  UIA could not  s u r r e n d e r  i ts  col lec t ions to a n y  official  in ­
te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  un le s s  an  i n te r n a t i o n a l  convent ion  
e s t a b l i s h in g  s u c h  an  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w e re  s igned .  Nor  could  the 
UIA c la im  the protect ion  of the  L e a g u e  u n d e r  Ar ticle 24 of 
i ts C o v e n a n t  because  thi s  Ar tic le  w a s  appl i cab l e  only to off i­
cial in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ex i s t i n g  by t r e a ty  be tween 
g o v e rn m e n ts .  Moreover ,  the UIA could  no t  h a v e  access  to 
the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u r t  of  J u s t ic e  for i ts  ju r i sd ic t io n  w a s  
l imited to  d i sputes  be tw een  S ta te s . 35 This decis ion showed 
how fa r - reach ing  w e re  the consequenc es  of  the Be lg ia n  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  decision to re fuse to t r a n s m i t  to o ther  g o v e r n m e n ts
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t h e  conven t io n  pro tocols  a r i s i n g  f rom the  Con fe re nc e  to 
Develop  the  In s t i tu te s  of th e  P a l a i s  Mondia l ,  a conven t ion  
wh ich ,  if s ig ned ,  w ou ld  h a v e  se t  up  the P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  as  an 
off icial  in te rn a t io n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  pro tec t ion  of 
■signatory s t a te s .  To Otle t ,  the  L e a g u e ’s decision su g g e s t e d  
on l y  the inad equ ac ies  of c u r r e n t  in te rn a t io na l  l a w  and  a d m i n ­
i s t r a t ion  which  c ried  out  for rect i f icat ion a n d  he s t r o n g ly  
pro te s ted  a g a i n s t  them.36

H e  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  in his de s i r e  to  re ject  the L e a g u e  a n d  
the  gov e rn m en t ,  bo th  of w h o m  he felt w e re  c o ns pi r in g  a g a i n s t  
h im,  for s om e  more  neut r a l ,  un com pl ic a te d  form of sup por t ,  
by the  visi t  of Godfrey  Dewey,  Mclvil  D ew ey ’s son,  to B r u s ­
se l s  to see him a t  the  b e g in n in g  of S e p te m b e r  1923. The  two 
m e n  d iscussed  a w id e  r a n g e  of topics.  A m o n g  a n u m b e r  of 
b ib l iographica l  su b je c t s  d i scussed  w a s  the poss ib i l i ty  of the 
jo in t  publ ica t ion  of  a s ingle,  po lyglo t  ed i t ion of t h e  Decimal  
C la s s i f ic a t i o n  in Fre nch ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  possibly G e r m a n  an d  
Ru ss ia n .  Above  all ,  however ,  the t w o  me n d iscu ssed  th e  P a l a i s  
M ond ia l .

In s p e a k i n g  wi th  G odfrey  Dewey,  Ot le t  e m p h a s is e d  the 
s t r ic t  in te rde pend enc e  of the p a r t s  of {he P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  (B ib ­
l io g ra ph y ,  L ibrary ,  Encyc lopedia .  M u se u m ,  Univ er s i t y  and 
U nion  of I n te r n a t io n a l  A ss oc i a t i on s) .  H e  adm i t t ed ,  however ,  
t h a t  the  ins t i tu t io n  which  formed the  whole  f rom these  part s ,  
could  only be  cons idered  a f irst  a n d  imperfec t  a t t e m p t  a t  a 
g r e a te r ,  m o re  useful  ins t i tut ion,  a «New P a l a i s  Mondia l» ,  
w hich  w ou ld  e v en tu a l ly  r ise  in some hos pi tab le  loca tion.  Here ,  
on  s om e  a us p i c io us  d a y  in the  future,  o c cupy in g  a g r e a t  m a n y  
b ui ld in gs ,  it would  represen t  the  nuc l eu s  of  a n  In te rn a t io na l  
Ci ty.

H e  described the  ev e n ts  th a t  h a d  led to h i s  di si l lusion 
wi th  the  League  of N a t i o n s ,  a nd  h in ted  a t  poli t ical  m a n o e u v r ­
in g  both  in B ru s se l s  a nd  Geneva  a g a i n s t  the P a l a i s  Mondia l  
a n d  the  UIA.  Be cause  of th e  v a r io u s  inc iden ts  be tw een  the 
U I A  a n d  League ,  it h ad  become necessary ,  he  now  bel ieved,  
to as so c ia te  the work  of the P a l a i s  Mondia l  as  c lear ly as 
poss ib le  wi th  a m ov em en t  to re form the  League .  W h e n  the 
L e a g u e  ha d  been  set  up, O t l e t ’s hopes  had been  h igh  tha t  
th rough it the  w o r ld  mi gh t  be co ns t i t u te d  a n e w  a n d  ap a r t  
from poli t ics,  o r  a t  l east  in a w a y  not  en t i re ly  l imited by po­
li t ical  cons id e ra t io ns .  This  h ad  not  been done.  Th e  League ,  
w h ic h  should  h a v e  been an  in tel lec tua l ,  economic a n d  pol i t i ­
ca l  society of na t ions ,  w a s  not.  « In  its s t r uc tu re» ,  O t l e t  sa id ,  
« th e re  should be a place for official  act ion,  and  o ne  for th a t  
o f  a s s o c ia t i o n s  and  indiv idua ls* .  Th er e  w a s  none ,  par t i cu la r ly  
s ince  the  L e a g u e ’s Counci l  had  decided in J u l y  of  1923 
n o  lo n g e r  to accept  d irec t  co m m u n ic a t i o n s  f rom ind iv i dua ls  
o r  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l  in te rn a t i o n a l  assoc iat ions .
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The m a j o r  problem fac in g  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  as  Ot le t  
n ow  s a w  it. w a s  how to ex t r ica t e  it f rom pol it i cs  in Bel g iu m 
a n d  in the League ,  a n d  so a s s u r e  it f reedom for u n h a m p e r e d  
de ve lopment .  Should  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  be kept  in Brusse ls ,  
a nd  A m e r ic a n  in te rven t ion  s o u g h t  lo e n s u r e  i ts  f inanc ia l  s u p ­
port  a n d  to inf luence the g o v e r n m e n t  in to  s h o u l d e r i n g  its 
resposibi l  i t ies for it? Shou ld  it be se t  up in s om e  o th e r  E u r o ­
p e a n  city? S h ou ld  it. o r  a du pl ic a te  of it, be moved  to Amer ica ,  
p e rh a p s  es t ab l i s he d  in con jun c t i on  wi th  the La k e  P la c id  Club  
ru n  by  the Deweys?37 These  were  s om e  of the  a l te rn a t iv es  
e x a m in e d  by Ot le t  and  G odfrey  Dewey.  No dec is ions were  
m ade ,  bu t  Dewey ' s  visit  a n d  his in te re s t  were  r e a s s u r i n g  to 
O t le t  w ho  c e r ta in ly  took from the i r  m e e t i n g s  a v is ion of some 
of A m e r ic a ’s  a b u n d a n t  w ea l t h  f lo win g  into a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
his  now  f o u n d e r in g  ins t i tu t ions .

At i ts  m e e t i n g  in J u ly -A u g u s t  1923, the In te rn a t io na l  C o m ­
mi t tee  on In te l lec tua l  Co-op era t ion  h a v i n g  adop ted  u n a n i m o u s ­
ly the S ub -C om m it te e  on B ib l i o g r a p h y ’s reso lu t ions  about  the 
I IB,  deb a t ed  the problem of c r e a t i n g  i n te r n a t i o n a l  l ib ra ries  
a nd  of co m p i l in g  a n  In d e x  B ib lio g ra p h icu s  which  wou ld  
provide  l i s t ings  of b ib l iographica l  in s t i tu t io ns  a n d  per iod ic a l s  
in all co un t r ie s  in the  w o r ld  a n d  in all a r e a s  of  knowledge .  
Th is  la t te r  project  w a s  app ro ve d  a l m o s t  a t  once  by the 
L e a g u e ’s G e n e ra l  Assembly ,  which,  w hen  it m et  in S e p t e m ­
ber, u r g e d  t h a t  u se  should  be m a d e  of  the w ork  of the  IIB 
w h e r e v e r  possib le .38 B ergson  spoke  to the  Assem bly  ab ou t  t h e  
c r ip p l i n g  p ro b le m s faced  by the C o m m it te e  be c a u se  of  its 
m e a g r e  bu d g et  which h a d  been reduced  in 1923 to ne a r ly  hal f  
i ts  fo rmer  a l r e a d y  in a d e q u a te  a m o u n t ,  a nd  i ts l ack of a p e r ­
m a n e n t  execut ive  body  w i t h o u t  w hic h  con t in uo us  in te rn a t io na l  
ac t ion w a s  imposs ib le .39 The  L e a g u e ' s  Council ,  su p p o r te d  by 
the Assembly ,  e v e nt ua l ly  a u t ho r i s ed  the  C o m m it te e  to accept  
ou ts id e  fu nd s  a n d  «a s o m e w h a t  de s p e ra te  appea l  directed to 
Ihe ‘g e ne ros i ty  of the  v a r io u s  s ta te s  and  even  of the  p r i va te  
a ss o c ia t i o n s '  w a s  i s sued».40

D u r i n g  Octob er  1923, Geddes ,  w h o  h ad  a r r iv ed  in Europe1 
a n d  w a s  in a l m o s t  da i ly  con ta c t  wi th  Otlet ,  v is ited P a r i s  an d  
held l o n g  c o n v e rs a t i o n s  wi th  Be rg so n .  « H e  is qu i te  hone s t  a nd  
open»,  Geddes  repor ted  to the  susp icious ,  pe rsecut ion-prone  
Ot let .  «It  is  a p i ty th a t  you don ' t  t ry  per son a l  contac t  wi th  him 
a n d  h is  C o m m it t e e  in p lace  of  d o in g  e v e r y t h i n g  by  c o r r e s p o n ­
dence .»  Léon Bourgeois ,  it t u r n e d  out ,  G e d d e s  in fo rmed  Ot le t ,  
ha d  been the  s t u m b l i n g  block which  h ad  p reven ted  Be rgson  
and  the C o m m i t t e e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  and  fully u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
Otle t ' s  ideas  a n d  the  w o rk  of  h i s  ins t i tu t ion s  in Brusse l s .  It 
seemed to  Gedd es  t h a t

he is ( they  are) ig n o ra n t  no t  o n ly  of y our  w ork ,  b u t  too mucir
of all  t il ings of th is  o r d e r . . .  However,  it is necessary  to sa y  th a t
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they beg in  to u n d e r s ta n d  this, a n d  th a t  they proposed to come to  
B russels ,  w i th o u t  m y h av in g  to prom pt (as  you can  imagine,  1 have 
done and  will do  all  I can  to  see th a t  he  does  n o t  fo rget  this  good 
re so lu tio n ) .  H e  unders tood  tha t  all the  ideas th a t  you believe va luable  
behind y o u r  works ,  were  from Léon B ourgeois  to  whom they a t t r i ­
buted  the  pa te rn ity .  B u t  don 't  w r i te  a n y th in g :  he  is in te l l igen t  enough  
to u n d e r s t a n d . . .  They  h ave  had m uch  difficulty with lile philist inism 
of the  p o l i t i c i a n s . . .  N ow for y our  par t ,  d e a r  friend, let m e m ake  my 
lit tle  p ro te s t  to you. The question is n o t  as s im ple  a s  it a p p ea rs  to 
you  in your isolation a s  specia list  for genera l isa t io n ,  and  in th e  face 
of a  C o m m it tee  of a m a teu rs .  Believe m e th a t  they a rc  still  cducable. 
Remem ber a lso  t h a t  you  a re  no t  the  on ly  p r o p h e t . . .G o  o n  tour ,  from 
A berys tw y th  to Tagore ,  from  New York to S a n  F r a n c i s c o . . .  I t  is 
necessary  to  come out of your absorption ,  even in y our  work. I have 
loyally  recognised  them  as be ing  the most  im p o r ta n t  I know — but 
not the only ones.

G e d d e s  s a w  Ot le t  a n d  h imse lf  as  s t r u g g l i n g  to ach ieve a 
w id e r  recogni t io n  of the  «synth e t ic»  phi losophy or  mot iva t ion  
u n d e r l y i n g  th e i r  work .  I l e  w a s  concerned  wi th  a n  idea,  no t  
l ike Ot le t  who  je a lo us ly  ident i f ied h imse l f  wi th  the  ins t i ­
tu t i on s  he  h a d  c re a te d  to emb ody  ¡1. Geddes  prom is ed  to do all 
he could  wi th  B e rg so n  lo e n c o u r a g e  him lo s u p p o r t  th e  P a l a i s  
Mo ndi a l ,  to  e m p h a s i s e  its va lu e  to the  Commit tee .

But, th a n k in g  you a g a in  for all you  have g iven  me. a n d  c o n g ra tu la t in g  
you  a g a in  on  y our  work, 1 am  a l it t le  disappointed , even in term s 
of y our  ow n  in teres ts ,  tha t  y our  tens ion of m ind  does not permit you 
to g ive  m e a n  hour for crit icism a n d  for s t r e n g th e n in g  my line af a t ­
tack which is no t  on ly  th a t  of  p re sen t ing  m y own personal  e ffor ts  for 
a com m on syn thes is ,  w hich  1 believe w ould  be useful to  you, bu t  nlso- 
the genera l  m o v e m e n t— I d a re  sa y  m ondia l  — however  fragm en ted  
and  d ispersed.

You arc  like a généra i  too  sep a ra ted  from  h is  a rm y  which, for the 
m os t  p a r t ,  d o esn ’t know  him any  more.  Think of sy n th e s is  a s  a m ove­
ment in p rogress ,  m o re  vas t  even  th a n  the  field of your associations,  
of  your  bib liography, etc., despite  their  importance ,  even a s  their  cen ­
te r . ’ Think  of the  U niversi t ies  in the  sam e  w a y  — that  you  w ish  to re ­
pea t  the  d o m in a t in g  influence of Ihe U n ivers i ty  of F ran ce  earlier,  
even of Oxford,  and  now of L ondon for Great  B r i ta in  a n d  Sa lam anca  
for Spa in .  D ow n with Ihe super-universit ies!  L ong live free civic and 
reg iona l  universit ies. B ut  c rea te  a c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  for them, congresses ,  
sum m er.  C hr is tm as,  E as te r  m ee t ings .  But take  noticé of realit ies too... 
Will the  In te rn a t io n a l  U n ive rs i ty  be  in te rn a t io n a l  a lw ays?  It is 
beyond the  capabil i t ies  of  any  m an ;  all you will do is to c rea te  a re ­
volt  a g a in s t  the  n ew  Vatican . You will s a y  tha t  it  isn 't  your  in tention 
to pon tif icate  a t  all. 1 know it— b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  th is  is the  impression 
you  con tinue  to  give. And I se r iously  believe tha t  if you subs ti tu te  
the  idea of In te rn a t io n a l  U nivers i ty  m ee t ings  for y our  « In terna t iona l  
U nivers i ty»  you  would in fact h a v e  so m e th in g  m o re  th a n  th a t  indeed.
I depend upon o u r  long  fr iendship  for you no t  to  be hu r t  by  this 
f rankness ,  and  to recognise  the  loyalty  of co-opera tion  which 
in sp ires  it.41

Fo r  O t le t ,  in the  midd le  of  h i s  fever i sh  s t r u g g l e  to keep the 
P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  al ive,  th i s  l e t te r  m u s t  h a v e  been s o m e t h i n g  of  
a shock,  bu t  he  took no  offence f rom the  p e n e t r a t i n g  c r i t i c i sms  
i t  con ta in ed .  In  rep ly ing  to it, he  exp re ssed  r e g r e t  t h a t  he  h ad
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no t  been a b le  to e x p re s s  c l ear ly  e n o u g h  h is  real  p re fe r ences  
in ideas.  But  Gedd es  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  he  sa id,  th a t  he  w a s  
«... an  i n d i g n a n t  m a n ,  p r e ss ed  by  necess i ty  in th e  form of the  
L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  a n d  the  Be lg ian  gov e rn m e n t» .  H e  could 
n o t  do  m o re  t h a n  t a k e  to h i s  pen.  At the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  « the  
d a i l y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a b s o rb s  me;  the  u n c e r t a i n t y  of th e  m orrow 
of the  w ork  def lect s m e  f rom ali o ther  preoccupi i t ions  now.  And 
1 become h a r d  a n d  ang ry ,  u n j u s t  pe rh aps .  B u t  yo u  a r e  w r o n g  
a b o u t  m y  fu n d a m e n t a l  wish.  To call  m e  by the  qual i fica t ive ,  
'Pope' ,  w he n  1 have  a l w a y s  been for the  Ecumenica l  
Counci l . . . !» I t  seemed to h i m  th a t ,  in th e  end ,  he  h a d  done 
h imse lf  ju s t  w h a t  he h ad  rep roached  o ther s  for  do in g  to h im — 
not  l i s ten ing .  «It  is bad ;  it is i r r i t a t i n g ;  it is  r idiculous .  I 
shou ld  h a v e  g iven  over  my inc es san t  p reoccupat ion  with the 
c a r e  of  the g r o u n d  floor a n d  m ou n ted  wi th  yo u  to the  h ig he r  
s tor ies ,  to the  h a b i t a t i o n  of p u r e r  ideas .» H e  w a s  s ta r t l e d  by 
G e d d e s - reve la t ion  th a t  there  w a s  a p la n  B o u rg eo is , a nd  w a s  
g l a d  to learn  th a t  th e  C o m m it te e  w a s  educable .  ( S o m e  s c e p t i ­
c i sm.  however ,  could  be forg iven  h i m  w h e n  o ne  reca l l s  t h a t  the  
S u b -C o m m it t e e  on Bib l io gr aphy  had  vis ited Br uss e l s ,  a n d  th a t  
Ot le t  h a d  had  some ea r l y  c o r re sp on de nc e  wi th  B ourge oi s  and  
la te r  w i t h  the  C o m m it te e  itself.) H e  conc lud ed  t h a t  « the 
decept ion will have  been g rea t !  II [ t he  commit te e]  shou ld  c o n ­
s t i tu te  a real  f edera t ive  force; it is th a t  which wil l  become the  
V a t i c a n ,  or  a t  l e as t  a 'C o n g r é g a t i o n  Pont i f ica le ’».42

It is in te re s t in g  to see  ref lected in a s a t i r e  a p p e a r i n g  in a 
l i t e ra ry  rev iew a t  ab ou t  th i s  t ime,  a s p e c ts  of O t l e t ’s  p e r s o n a ­
lity a n d  a t t i tu des  t h a t  G e d d e s  had  c ri t ic ised.  Th e re  is no  doubt  
t h a t  G e d d e s  w a s  a ccu ra te  in h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of  th e  u n f o r t u ­
n a te  impre ss i on  th a t  Ot le t  w a s  c r ea t i n g .  The  s a t i r e  w a s  a re ­
port  of a visi t  to Ot le t  a nd  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  O t l e t ’s  in te r ­
locutor ,  w h o  a t  no  t ime  m e n t io ne d  O t l e t ’s  n a m e  d u r i n g  the 
•course of  his visit ,  re f e r r in g  to  h im s im p ly  a s  «m y hos t»,  a d ­
ver ted  to the  use  in ear l ie r  t i m es  of the  room s in th e  P a la i s  
M ond ia l  for  w h a t  w a s  cal led the  S p r i n g  Exhib i t ion  of  P a in t in g .  
H e  e l ic i ted  the c o m m e n t  f rom his host:

Before-the  W ar,  Before-the-W ar— that  w a s  a p re p a ra to ry  period. 
Led by a suprem e and  m yster ious  will, m an  erected  the  temple  for 
ends  which lie could no t  u nders tand .  Deceiving himself, he  had  sac ri ­
ficed them, tu rn  a n d  tu rn  about,  to t rade ,  e n te r ta in m en t  and  art,  as 

you  call w h a t  a rc  to m e these  c rude  im press ions  of th e  mind. H e  w a s  
g ro p in g  fo r  the  t rue  des t in a t io n  of h is  work. I cam e. I drove  o u t  the 
m erchan ts .  And henceforth  m is fo r tu n e  be on  a n y  of th o se  of them  who 
re tu rn .  W hen they su g g e s te d  a t  the b e g in n in g  of the year  tha t  they 
should re tu rn  in force to in s ta l l  their  u n g o d ly  fair  here,  I hurled 
a n a th em a s  a t  the whole  tribe, a n d  have vowed to  deliver them 
o ver  to the  execra t ions  of the  people. My Papa i  edict:  th e  c r e a t i o n s  of  
Ihe m in d  a r e  b e i n g  th r e a t e n e d ,  the r igh teous  in d ig n a t io n  of the  people 
h a s  been roused».
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H i s  visi tor  repo r t ed  h imse l f  as  s t i c k in g  to  h i s  g u n s  in favour  
of  pa in t i n g ,  a n d  received the  fo l lowing o u t b u r s t  in reply:

W h at  cou ld  be  m ore  d isgracefu l,  m o re  d isorde rly  than  a n  exhibition 
of p a in t in g ?  N o th in g  of t h a t  peaceful re g u la r i ty  which su s ta in s  the 
heal th  of the m ind. N o t  even  a com m on m easure .  N o th ing  b u t  d ispa ra te  
d imensions,  sep a ra te  frames, m edleys of co lour  w ithou t  rela tion, 
a s c a t te r in g  of o r ig ina l i ty  in th o u sa n d s  of hues,  th o u sa n d s  of forms, 
th o u sa n d s  of objects  w ithou t  connection, w ithou t  a p lea san t  g r a d a ­
t ion  from one  to another.

It is necessary  to re s t ra in  this anarchy .  It is necessa ry  to  order,  
r egu la te ,  discipline, c lassify .  When, Sir, these w orks  of o u r  pa in te rs  
a n d  scu lp to rs  a re  described by m y m ethods,  their  descrip t ions c o n d en ­
sed  in m y  files, m y files num bered ,  a r ra n g e d  in rows, pu t  a w a y  in 
a lphabetic ,  chronologic,  numeric,  nom ina l ,  decimal, «m ondial» o rder 
w h en  a r t  re jects  d a n c in g  to a  frenetic  j a z z  b a n d ... a n d  re tu rn s  to the 
w isdom  of my p igeon-holes  —  W hen art  finally. O sublime perfection, 
will  be a card  and  a num ber  —  then  y our  f r iends  will  find, not 
a S p r in g  exhibition, b u t  a perenn ial  exhibition from which the  m er­
ch an t  h a s  been forever banished.

T h e re u p o n ,  his hos t  wh is p e red  mys te r iou s l y  to  h i s  v i s i to r  th a t  
t h e  f igu res  on  the  B russ e l s  town -ha l l  s h o w i n g  th e  s l a y i n g  of 
a  d r a g o n  by an  ange l  r e p r e s e n te d  in effect  « the  sp i r i t  of Lucre  
a n d  ME».  Then  he be cam e  abs or bed  in a m o m e n t  of inte rna l  
c o n te m pla t io n .  Eimerg ing  f rom it, he touched the ca b i ne t  be­
fore h i m  wi th  «his  sov ere ig n  f inger ,  th a t  f ing er  m a d e  to s u p ­
po r t  a forehead  roun d  a n d  heavy  wi th  omniscience» ,  a n d  s u m ­
m e d  up  his work:

H ere is the  m iracle  of  method, MY miracle ,  and  the  w o n d e r  of un ifo r­
mity,  MY w onder .  In  th is  cabinet  you  h ave  the  world  — Why d o  1 say 
w o r ld ?  . . .  The Universe,  the  un iverse  complete ly  c on ta ined  in ten  cubic 
m e t res  of  c a r d s . . .  M an  h a s  e rected  ca th ed ra ls  to house  the Host.  This 
is true, bu t  beyond the Host  there  is a n  idea, there  is God. while 
here . . .  here. Sir, there  is M E 43.

E X P U L S I O N

Despi te  O t l e t ’s a n a t h e m a s  a n d  a p p e a ls  to the «r igh teous  
in d ig n a t io n »  of the publ ic,  the  G o v e rn m e n t  w a s  in no  way  
sw a y e d  f rom its dec is ion to r e s u m e  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  for the 
E n g l i s h  Rubber  Fair .  Ot le t  h a d  pub l i shed  a p a m p h le t  at  the 
e n d  of S e p te m b e r  1923 d es i gn ed  to  re fu te  the c h a r g e s  of the 
G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  the  U I A  ha d  no  r ig h ts  to the  a r e a s  occupied 
by it in the  P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n te n a i r e .  I t s  r igh ts ,  a cco rd in g  to 
Otle t ,  w e re  in fact  threefold:  l egal  r i g h ts  (embodied  in a rrêtés  
r o y a u x  a n d  o ther  d o c u m e n t s ) ,  r i gh ts  in fact,  and  mora l  
r i g h ts . 44 «The decis ion of the G o v e r n m e n t  is f inal .  Th e  Union 
of In te rn a t io na l  Assoc ia t io ns  m u s t  su b m i t  to it,» B a r o n  Ru- 
zet t i ,  th e  M in i s te r  for  Publ ic  Works ,  in formed O t l e t  a n d  La  
F o n ta in e .45
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ln  ear ly  November ,  however ,  (he G o v e rn m e n t  reques ted  
the  Royal  A c a d e m y  of Be lg iu m  to  e x a m i n e  th e  co llect ions  of  
the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  a n d  a t t e m p t  to e v a lu a te  the i r  scholar ly  
wor th  in de penden t ly  of  o th e r  ju d g m e n t s .  The  A c a d e m y  r e p o r t ­
ed in J a n u a r y  1924 unfavourably .  R ep re se n ta t iv e s  f rom the 
A c a d e m y  f rom both the C l a s s  of L i te ra tu re  a n d  t h a t  of 
Sc i enc e  ha d  a g r e e d  the  col lec t ions of the  IIB h a d  no  value .  
The  col lec t ions of  the  M u s e u m ,  they  a g r e e d  h a d  s om e  va lue ,  
bu t  the re p re sen t a t i v es  f rom the tw o C l a s s e s  dif fered a s  to 
how  much.  O u t r i g h t  c o n d e m n a t i o n  would,  no doubt ,  have  been 
unwise  b ecau se  Ot le t  c l a ime d th a t  the  M u s e u m  h a d  been  v is ­
i ted by  ove r  50,000 people d u r i n g  1923, a f igure g r e a t e r  than  
any  to which even the o l des t  m u s e u m s  of the  Ci t y  could 
po in t . «  Moreover ,  the ir  j u d g m e n t  w a s  comple te ly  oppos i t e  to 
t h a t  of the  1922 co mm iss io n  of a c a d e m ic s  w h o m  the g o v e r n ­
m e n t  h a d  set  ab ou t  the s a m e  task .  O n  th i s  occas ion  the  M u ­
se u m  w a s  tho ug h t  to be w i t h o u t  va lu e  and  the  col lect ions  of 
th e  I IB im por t an t .  Ot le t  re fused  to accept  th e  op in ions  of the  
Academy,  formed,  he obser ved  dryly,  a f te r  a n  inspect ion of  no  
m o re  th a n  ha l f  a n  hou r  in the  l I B ’s  roo ms  a n d  an  hour  a nd  a 
hal f  in those  of the  M u seu m .

La te  in November ,  B aron  Ruze tt i  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  o th e r  lo­
c a t io ns  could  be found  for  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  a n d  proposed  
to m a k e  ava i la b le  s om e  o ld  a b a n d o n e d  r a i lw a y  e n g i n e  sheds .  
Th is  offer w a s  in d ig n a n t l y  refused.  A s  the year  d r e w  on,  v a r ­
ious qu e s t i o n s  were  ask ed  in P a r l i a m e n t  a b o u t  w h a t  w a s  to 
ha p p e n  to the P a l a i s  M on dia l .  A n u m b e r  of m in is te rs ,  inc lud­
ing  the  P r i m e  M in i s te r  himsel f ,  t r i ed  unsuccess fu l ly  wi th in 
p a r l i a m e n t  itself to in f luence  La  F on ta ine ,  one  of the  S e n a t e ' s  
m o s t  respec ted f igures ,  to a g r e e  to th e  U I A ’s  evict ion from 
the  P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  w i th o u t  fu r th e r  fuss.  M ee t in gs  
be tw een  Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  a n d  Ruze tt i  a n d  o the rs  w e re  
a r r a n g e d  w i t h o u t  a g r e e m e n t  o r  c o m p ro m is e  b e i n g  reached .  
Ot le t ,  in de sp e ra t io n ,  wro te  to C a r d i n a l  M erc ie r  th e  em in e n t  
cleric a n d  Neo-Thomis t  who  h a d  been cal led,  d u r i n g  the  G e r ­
m a n  occupa t ion ,  th e  «consc ience of  Belg ium»,  to al l  the  H e a d s  
of Dip lo ma t i c  M is s i ons  in Br uss e l s ,  to  the  B e lg iu m  r e p r e s e n ­
ta t ives a t  the League ,  and  he pe t i t ioned  the  King.  T o w a r d s  the 

en d  of J a n u a r y  1924, B a r o n  Ruze t t i  m a d e  a ne w offer  of 
a l t e r n a t e  loca t ions  which  w o u ld  be a p p r o p r i a t e  for th e  Se c re ­
ta r i a t  of  the U I A  — a smal l ,  p l e a s a n t  b u i l d in g  tu ck ed  a w a y  on 
a  bou levard .  Ru e  Josep h  II. a n d  und e r t o o k  to  e n s u r e  t h a t ’ a n y  
of  the  U I A ’s  co l lec t ions  not  t r a n s f e r r e d  to thi s  locat ion w oul d  
be carefu l l y  s to red  in an  u n u s e d  p a r t  of the  P a l a i s  du  C i n ­
q u a n te n a i r e .

Ot le t  r e g a r d e d  h imse lf  as  h a v i n g  been a prey  to  polit ical  
v i c t imisa t ion .  Why h a d  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  been so im placable?

2 6 3

N o  douDl m e r e  w e re  m a n y  rea sons ,  a s  m e n t io ne d  in connec t ion  
wi th th e  ev e n ts  of 1922. B u t  th e re  w a s  n o w  on e  more .  «Ín 
fore ign  pol i t ics»,  the y e a r  1923 in Belg ium,  « w as  m a r k e d  by the 
a g g r e s s i v e  policy of the  F ra n c o - B e l g i a n  All ies t o w a r d s  G e r ­
m a n y ,  of which  the in v as i o n  of the R u h r  w a s  the pr incipa l  m a ­
n i fe s ta t io n» .47 The  P a r i s  sect ion of the  U n io n  of  Asso c i a t i ons  
for  t h e  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  h a d  inc lud ed  on  i ts  a g e n d a  for 1923 
a  r eso lu t ion  re q u e s t i n g  th a t  the B e lg ia n  a n d  F renc h  G o v e r n ­
m e n t s  r e f ra in  f rom i n v a d i n g  the Ruhr .  This  h a d  a p p e a re d  in 
i t s  B u lle tin .  In Ma y,  1923 Öt le t  h a d  been invi ted to the  M i ­
n i s t r y  of Sciences  a n d  Ar ts ,  to  expla in  thi s  publ ic oppos i t ion  
to  the  G o v e r n m e n t ’s  policy,  for the  U nio n  of Asso c ia t io ns  for 
t h e  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  h a d  i ts  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in the  P a l a i s  M o n ­
dial .  Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F o re ig n  Affa i r s  h ad  d r a w n  the  a t t e n ­
t ion of th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Sc iences  a n d  A r ts  to th is  fact,  a nd  
in consequence ,  Ot le t  a l leged ,  had  re fused  to ca r ry  out  the 
reso lu t i ons  of the Confe rence  of  the  Development  of  the In­
s t i tu t e s  of the P a l a i s  M ondia l .  Ot le t  po in ted  ou t  t h a t  the  Union  
of I n te r n a t i o n a l  Asso c i a t i ons  w a s  comple te ly  di fferen t  from 
the  U n io n  of Asso c i a t ion s  for a L e a g u e  of  Na t io ns .  This  d i s ­
t inc t ion  w a s  ign o re d  a n d  he w a s  in formed, he sa id,  t h a t  «it 
is not  permiss ib le  t h a t  such  p u b l ic a t io ns  should e m a n a t e  from 
a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w hic h  h as  en joyed  the hosp i ta l i ty  of the 
G o v e r n m e n t  in S t a t e  bu i ld ings» .  As  la te  a s  N ovem ber  Ot le t  w a s  
st i l l  h a v i n g  qu es t i ons  as ke d  in P a r l i a m e n t  abo ut  thi s  a n d  the 
M in i s te r  for F o re ig n  Af fa i r s  den ied  t h a t  he and  h is  co lleague ,  
t h e  M in is t e r  for  Sc ie nces  a n d  Ar t s ,  h ad  sa id  th a t  they 
«would  not  tole ra te»  such  a publ ica t ion  as  the B u lle tin  in 
ques t i on .

The  cu l m in a t io n  occur red  on  the  m o r n i n g  of  the 12th 
F e b r u a r y  1924. A body of pro fess iona l  m ov e rs  jo i ned  some 
g a r d e n e r s  ou ts id e  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  At n in e  o ’clock,  the 
P r in c ip a l  Archi tect  of Publ ic  B ui ld in g s  en t e re d  the  b u i ld in g  
a n d  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  to Ot le t ' s  office. H e  asked  Ot le t  to co-operate 
in m o v in g  the U I A ’s furn i tur e  a n d  col lect ions.  Ot le t  refused.  
T h e  official  re t i red to  seek adv ice  f rom h is  d e p a r tm e n t  a n d  was  
o rd ered  to cont inue .  O t l e t  a g a i n  re fused  to co-opera te  and  in­
s i s te d  th a t  he  leave  the  bu i l d in g  im media te ly .  Upon h is  de­
p a r tu r e ,  O t l e t  a n d  his  s ta f f  a t  o n c e  locked all the  doors  behind  
him,  b a r r i c a d i n g  the m se lv es  ins ide  the i r  «g l oomy  offices», as 
a n  u n s y m p a th e t i c  ob se rve r  wrote ,  «protec ted  by in n u m e ra b le  
g re en  fi les a n d  the ir  r a m p a r t s  of cards» .  About  a q u a r t e r  of 
an  hour  la te r ,  a force of th i r t y  m e n  broke  into the  b u i ld in g  a nd  
proceeded to block off the access  of  the offices Ot le t  w a s  a l lo w ­
ed to r e t a in  to  the  rest  of the  bu i l d in g  in which the UIA 's  
co l lec t ions  w e re  housed.  Then ,  u n d e r  O t l e t ’s eyes,  they began  
to  d i sa s sem bl e  the  col lect ions.  H e  w a s  forced to  w a tc h  the  re ­
mo va l ,  a s  he  s a id  to  a repo r t e r  w h o  c a m e  a l o n g  la te r  in the
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day ,  «by g a r d e n e r s  in c lo gs  of de l ica te  relief m a p s  of the Alps- 
d o n a te d  by  the I ta l ian  Governm en t» .

W h e n  he w a s  asked  w h a t  he  w oul d  do  next ,  Ot le t  rep l ied  
t h a t  he  w a s  co n s id e r in g  two co u rse s  of act ion:  th e  f ir s t  t o  
seek lega l  redres s ,  th e  second  to m ov e  to a n o th e r  cou nt ry .  
« M a n y  coun t r i e s  h a v e  m a d e  us  offers»,  he  said .  «We could go 
to P a r i s ,  the  H a g u e ,  Rome,  N e w  York.» This  w a s  a n  e m p ty  
bo as t  a n d  he  w a s  mocked  for h a v i n g  m a d e  it. F o r  the  next  
few weeks  the  la b o u re r s  in the i r  c lo gs  c a m e  a n d  w e n t  a m o n g  
the  col lect ions .  S o m e  of the  m a t e r i a l  w a s  s tored ,  the  re s t  of it 
w a s  pi led  in to  c a r t s  which  w e r e  d r a w n  up  ou ts id e  th e  bu i ld ing ,  
and  taken  to the  Ru e  Jo se p h  II w h e r e  Ot le t  had  been forced 
to accept  qu a r t e r s .  O n  one  occas ion  as  t h e  c a r t s  s t a r t e d  t o  
t r u n d le  a w ay ,  it w a s  repor ted  th a t  on e  m e la n ch o ly  onlooker, ,  
«his  u m bre l la  u n d e r  h i s  a rm .  fol lowed th e m  a s  t h ou gh  he h a d  
fal len  in to  s t ep  wi th  a funera l  process ion».

A few d a y s  a f t e r  th e  re mo va l  b e g a n ,  a v i s i t i n g  re p o r t e r  
found a n u m b e r  of rooms a l r e a d y  comple t e ly  empty ,  a n d  ice- 
cold in their  b a r re n n e s s .  I l e  l ea rn ed  t h a t  «some foreign p e r s o n ­
a l i t ies» were  there  h a v i n g  d isc us s io ns  wi th  Otlet .  They were ,  
he t h o u g h t  w h e n  he s a w  them,  «m ore  s tupef ied  th a n  i n d i g n a n t ,  
not  b e i n g  ab le  to g r a s p  the  b ru ta l  fac t»  of  w h a t  the G o v e r n ­
m e n t  ha d  done.  O n e  c a n  i m a g i n e  O t l e t ’s  desp a i r .  H e  a n d  L a  
F o n ta in e  w e re  described a s  b e i n g  l ike M a r i u s  w eep in g  before 
the ru in s  of  C a r th a g e .  I nd ic a t i ng  Léon  W o u t e r s  wh o w a s  wi th 
him,  Ot le t  sa id to a repor te r :  «I h a v e  labour ed  for 27 y e a r s  
wi t h  M. W o u t e r s  here,  in th i s  idea l i s t i c  w o r k . . .  th e  l i b ra ry  
a lone,  130,000 vo lum es  of it. took th r ee  m o n th s  to ins tal l  in 
1920 w he n  it w a s  on l y  a q u a r t e r  of i ts  p re se n t  size.. .» Wi th  
h im too, w a s  Alf red Car l ie r ,  w h o m  be  described as  « the l e a r n ­
ed  a r t i s t »  who  ha d  produc ed  the  M u s e u m ’s th i r ty  histor ical  
d io ra m as .  «D o you know how m u c h  he  e a rn s ? »  aske d  Otle t ,  
« four  h u n d r e d  f rancs  a m on th .  E v e ry o n e  her e  w o r k s  f rom a 
p u re ly  a r t i s t i c  a n d  ph i la n t h ro p ic  spi ri t .»

F or  m a n y  these  events  spel led  t h e  e nd  of  the  P a l a i s  
Mondia l .  So m e  r e g a r d e d  th i s  a s  j u s t  f u r th e r  evidence  of t h e  
folly a nd  w e a k n e s s  of  e v e rm o re  ins ecure  Be lg ia n  G o v er n m en t s ,  
in c re as in g l y  pow er le ss  to contro l  for  a ny  le n g th  of t i m e  the 
Be lg ian  f r anc  w hos e  a c c e le ra t i n g  decl ine  seemed on  th e  v e r g e  
of p r ec ip i ta t in g  the co un t ry  into f inanc ial  ruin.  S o m e  r e g r e t ­
ted the  p a s s i n g  of Ihe P a l a i s  M ondia l ,  a cc e p t i n g  to a g r e a t e r  
o r  l esser  ex te n t  O t l e t ’s  own e v a lu a t i o n  of  i ts  s i gn i f i cance  and  
ach ievements .  O t h e r s  did not,  r e s e n t i n g  the  p ro p r ie ta ry  t e r m s  
Ot le t  used in a s s e r t i n g  his c la im s  to  the  p a r t s  of the  P a l a i s  
du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  occupied by it. T he y  w e re  c o n te m p tu o u s  of 
i ts col lect ions,  the  d o c u m e n ta r y  w ork  which ha d  c u m u l a t e d

270

f rom the  l a b o u r s  «of p a t ie n t  sp iders» ,  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  the 
ba t t l e  to re ta in  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  lud ic rous  in i ts conduct ,  
ful ly  sa t i s f ac to ry  in its ou tcome.
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C  l ia  p t  e r  X  11 

G R A D U A L  D I S I N T E G R A T I O N

T H E  IIB

The Belg ian  g o v e r n m e n t ’s r e su m p t i o n  of the P a l a i s  M o n ­
dia l  h a d  ex t r em e ly  fa r - r eac h in g  co n seq u en ces  for  O t le t ' s  work.  
It m a rk ed  the b e g i n n i n g  of an  end.  A f te rw a rd s  there  w a s  never  
a n y  real  hope  th a t  his  v is ion of  ins t i tu t iona l i sed  sy n th es i s  could 
eve r  become mani fes t ,  could ever  become a powerful  tool for  
s ta n d a r d i s a t i o n ,  co-ord ina t ion,  and  co-operat ion in intel lectua l  
work .  T h e  a c t i o n s  of  the G o v e rn m e n t ,  real  in t h a t  the y  a r r e s t e d  
the work  of  the P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  d i s a r r a n g e d  its col lect ions ,  and  
d is cou rage d  its personnel ,  had  yet  an  even more  im p o r t a n t  s y m ­
bolic m e a n i n g  of  a b a n d o n m e n t ,  reject ion,  denial .  Neve r th e le ss ,  
it should be m en t io ned  th a t  the g o v e r n m e n t  at  the very  last 
m o m e n t  before  the evict ion from the  P a l a i s  du  Ci n q u an te n a i r e ,  
p romised  th a t  it w ou ld  permi t  the U I A  lo r e su m e  its loca t ions  
there  a f te r  the Fai r ,  a n d  m a d e  good th a t  p romise ,  thoug h still 
n o t  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  UIA h a d  a n y  p e r m a n e n t  r i g h t s  t o  t h e m ’ 
(a n e w  evict ion w a s  t h r ea te ne d  for 1925) ,2 Moreover ,  in 1926 
the  g o v e r n m e n t  f inally a d m i t t ed  th a t  its ac t ions  in 1924 had 
been a mistake .  A s  Ot le t  sa id  w he n  h e  repor ted th e  « v ind ica ­
t ion» of Ihe P a l a i s  M ond ia l  to Godfrey  Dewey,  it had  all been 
«a  so r t  o f  Dreyfus  a ffai r».3 But w h a t  l i t t l e  co mf or t  Ot le t  might  
t ake  from this  m u s t  h a v e  been  d imin ish ed  co ns id e ra b l y  by  the 
g o v e r n m e n t ’s  a l m o s t  p e r m a n e n t  s t a t e  of  c r is is  which  led to 
co n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g  C abi ne t s .  Indeed ,  sh o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e  le t ter  
a d m i t t i n g  e r ro r  had been wr i t ten ,  a new  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  for­
med u n d e r  the former  M in is t e r  for F o re ig n  Affa ir s,  who  had ,  in 
effect,  qu a sh e d  all official p r oceed ing s  on th e  reso lu t io ns  of  th e  
1922 Conference  to Develop the In s t i tu tes  of  the  P a l a i s  M o n ­
dia l .4

At the  e nd  of the Rubb er  Fai r ,  Ot le t  now n e a r i n g  sixty,  
a n d  a few v o l u n t a r y  s u p p o r te r s  b e g a n  the  w o rk  of r e t u r n i n g  the 
U I A ' s  co llec t ions to  th e  P a l a i s  d u  C in q u a n t e n a i r e .  Thi s  t ime ,  
however ,  there  w a s  no  g o v e r n m e n t  help,  a n d  the work  proceed­
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ed  ve ry  slowly.  Th e  reper to r i es  of the  I IB were  probab ly  the 
first  to be se t  up a ga in .  By  1926 a b o u t  hal f  of the  ro om s of the 
M u s e u m  had been recons t i tu ted .5 In 1927 a v a l i a n t  effort  wa s  
m a d e  to re- ins ta l l  the L ib ra ry  before the  op e n in g  of a C on fe r ­
ence  of  the I IB,  ca l led th a t  yea r  a t  the P a l a i s  Mondia l .  The 
effort  required ex h au s t ed  Otlet."

The  yea r  1924 m a r k e d  a t u r n i n g  point ,  then,  in Otle t ' s  
c a re e r  a n d  in the fo r tu nes  of  the  in s t i tu t io ns  he ha d  c re a te d  and  
ca l led the P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  H e  w a s  forced to  recogn ise  their  
p r eca r io u sn es s  in Be lg i um  a n d  h a d  to look a b r o a d  for help.  The 
s u p p o r te r s  of  the  I IB were  a l so  forced to cons id er  their  own 
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  these  ins t i tu t ions .  Th e  I IB w a s  the o ldes t  and 
intel lectua l ly,  a t  l e as t  in t e r m s  of  O t le t ' s  ra t io na l i s a t ion ,  at  
thei r  cen t r e  a n d  thei r  co l lapse  a s  a whole  w ou ld  cer ta in l y  b r in g  
it down.  Th e  s u p p o r te r s  of the  I IB were ,  therefore,  faced wi th  
the  a l te rn a t i v e s  of  a t t e m p t i n g  to re s u s c i t a t e  it s e p a r a te ly  from 
the o ther  ins t i tu t ions ,  or  of rev iv ing  them all. F or  Ot le t  his ins t i ­
tu t ion s  were  one,  p a r t s  of a whole,  inex tr icably  l inked by in te n ­
t ion a nd  in effect.  In his v iew  there  could be no  rea l  s e pa ra t io n  
of one  f rom the o th e r s  wi th ou t  v iolent  h a r m  be in g  done  to them 
all .  Yet this  v iew  requi red  a c o m m i t m e n t  to his phi losophy of 
sy n th e s i s  r a th e r  than  to a d e m o n s t r a b l e  fact and  some s a w  no 
necess i ty  for  the c o m m itm en t .  At the  end  of  1923, for  example ,  
w he n  evict ion  f rom the P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  seemed cer ­
tain,  M asu re ,  the IIB Secre ta ry ,  a n d  Losseau ,  tha t  old a n d  tried 
s u p p o r te r  of the Ins t i tu te ,  were  convinced of the necess i ty  of 
e x t r ic a t i n g  the I IB from the ru in s  of  the  P a l a i s  Mondial .  
A n e w s p a p e r  a r t ic le  h ad  m a d e  a c o m m e n t  to th is  effect,  «con ­
forming»,  M a s u r e  w ro te  to Losseau ,  «exac t ly  to w h a t  we  de­
si red».  H e  ad d e d  wryly ,  «needless  to say ,  the a r t icle  m a d e  Otlet  
hop w ho  w a n t s  a t  no  price  to s e p a r a t e  the  tw o  or ga n is a t i o n s» .7

In J u n e  1924, a f te r  the b o u le v e rse m e n ts  of  the Rubb er  Fa i r  
in Brusse l s ,  a g ro u p  of m e m b e r s  of  the IIB met  formal ly  in The 
H a g u e  u n d e r  the c h a i r m a n s h i p  of  La F o n ta in e  to cons ider  the 
future  of the  I IB.  Nine of the  se ve nt een  p a r t i c ip a n ts  w e re  from 
Nider  (Nede r la nd isc h  I n s t i t uu t  voor D oc um en ta t ie  en R e g is t r a ­
tu u r ) .  Two m a t t e r s  w e re  before the  mee t in g :  a d r a f t  of re ­
vised s t a t u t e s  for the I IB,  and  a co ns t i t u t i on  for an  I n t e r n a ­
t ional  C om m it t ee  for the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  The  a im s  of 
the  IIB a s  s ta te d  in the revised s t a t u t e s  were:

1. To  improve and  unify  b ibliographical m ethods,  especially  c lass if i­
cation;
2. to o rg a n is e  co-opera tion  to  e labora te  o r  form  w o rk s  a n d  collections, 
especially  the Répertoire  B ibliographique  Universelle;
3. to establish ,  for this, an in te rn a t io n a l  cen ter  for  co-ordination; 
4 t o  perm it  inte llectual w o r k e r s  t o  use  th e  c o l le c t io n s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  by  
p rov id ing  c o p ies  an d  e x t r a c t s ;
5. to m ult ip ly  b ib liographical  and  d o cum en tary  services in all c oun­
tr ies.
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The In s t i tu te  pu rsues  i ts  w ork  a ccord ing  to an overal l  plan,  s t a n d a r d ­
ised m ethods,  a n d  a conven t ion  h av in g  the purpose  of fo rm ing  
a U niversal  Netw ork  of D ocum enta t ion ,  Publ ica t ion  and  Inform ation .  
It co-opera tes  in the  In te rn a t io n a l  C en te r  formed by the Union des 
A ssocia t ions  In te rn a t io n a le s . '

T he  s t a t u t e s  recogn ised  three  ca te go r i e s  of m emb er s :  effec­
tive, as so c ia te  a n d  honora ry .  Ef fec tive  m em be r s  were  the  only 
one s  wi th  the r i g h t  to vote.  In Ar tic le  9,  «Re pr ese n ta t io n» ,  ef­
fective m e m b e r s  w e re  described a s  re g io na l  or  na t i o n a l  o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s  h a v i n g  do cu m en ta t i o n  or  b ib l io g ra ph y  as  their  object.  
W h e re  such  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  did no t  exist ,  the Counci l  of  the  I IB 
could d e s i g n a t e  na t iona l  rep re sen ta t ives .  Any in te rn a t io na l  o r ­
ga n is a t i o n ,  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r  n o n - g o v e rn m e n ta l  wi th  g o a l s  in ­
vo lv in g  h u m a n  know le dge  could  a lso become effective m em be rs  
of tile Ins t i tu te .9 Th ese  s t a t u t e s  as  a w ho le  did not  express  r a d ­
ically new  ideas.  They expressed ,  however ,  a new  e m p h a s is  on 
na t io na l  o r  reg iona l  sec t ions  a s  u nder ly in g  the  Ins t i t u te ' s  o r g a n ­
isat ion.  Ot le t  ha d  a l w a y s  re cog n is ed  the  im por t an ce  of n a t i o n ­
al o r g a n i s a t i o n  for ach iev in g  the  in te rn a t io na l  g o a l s  of  the 
IIB, bu t  h ad  ne ve r  v iewed it as  h a v i n g  the exc lus ive  im por­
tance  it w a s  g iv en  in these  s ta tu tes .

T he  s t a t u t e s  c h a n g e d  the  In s t i t u t e ’s e m p h a s i s  in ye t  an o th e r  
way.  Th e  R B U  w a s  n o w  only  one  of the w o r k s  a n d  collec­
t ions for which the IIB would  m a i n t a i n  an  in te r na t io na l  center ,  
a «center  for  co-ord ina tion» .  Th e  U ni ver sa l  Decimal  C l a s s i ­
f icat ion on the o th e r  hand ,  the  m e a n s  in Ot le t ' s  eyes to the end 
of the RBU, w a s  implici t ly recogni sed  a s  h a v i n g  achieved  an  
e n h a n c e d  im po r ta nc e  in the a f fa i r s  of the Ins t i tu te .  Thi s  im por­
tance  w a s  m a d e  qui te  c lear  by  th e  c rea t i on  of a n  In te rn a t io na l  
Co mmi t te e  for the Decimal  Class if ica t ion .

The  con t in ued  ab s e n c e  a f te r  the  W a r  of pub l i shed  revisions 
of  the C lass i f ic a t ion  pa r t i cu l a r l y  d i s turb ed  Donke r  Duyvis  who,  
in 1921, had  become s e c re t a ry  of a com mi t te e  to cons id er  s u g ­
ge s t io n s  for rev is ion  of p a r t s  of  the Class i f ica t ion .  In J a n u a r y  
1922 he h ad  h imse l f  p r epa red  rev is ions  for o r g a n ic  chemis t ry  
con s i s t in g  of n in e t een  typed pa ges ,  and  for the  ch em is t r y  of 
colloids.  H e  a l so  a t t e m p t e d  to in te res t  Ihe In te rn a t i o n a l  Union 
of P u re  a n d  Appl ied  C h e m is t r y  in the  Class i f ica t ion ,  a n d  in 
J u ly  1924 it appl ied  for r epr e se n ta t io n  as  a spec ia l  in te rna t i ona l  
o rg a n i s a t i o n  on the  IIB Co un c i l . 10 D on ke r  Duyvis  had,  in fact,  
quickly become the hub of act iv i ty  on  Ule Class i f ica t ion ,  a nd  
he he lped  Ot le t  d r a w  up  the cons t i t u t ion  of the Class i f ica t ion  
Com mi t te e ,  which  forma l i s ed  the w o rk  of his 1921 commit tee  
a n d  la id  d ow n a p p r o p r ia te  procedures  a n d  con t ro l s  for  de a l in g  
with the  Classi f ica t ion.

The  Class i f ica t ion  C om m it t ee  now b e c a m e  the official body 
thr ou gh  which  the  IIB exerci sed i ts  r igh ts  over  the  Cl as s i f ic a­
tion. Re pr esen ta t io n  in the C o m m i t te e  w a s  «c o n fe d e ra live» in
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the s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  in the I IB itself,  m e m b e r s  be in g  d ra w n  
from reg iona l  o r  na t i ona l  sec t ions  a n d  from the in te rna t iona l  
assoc ia t ions .  The C om m it t ee  w a s  to h a v e  i ts ow n Se c re ta r ia t  
app oin ted  by the IIB Counci l .  The  pu rposes  of the  Se c re ta r ia t  
were:  to form «a l i a ison cen te r  for all w h o  co-opera te  in the 
tab les  of the Decimal  Classi f ica t ion» ,  to keep « the  l ist  of co l ­
la b o r a to r s  and  the  list of the  C o m m i t t e e ’s  do cum en ta t io n  up 
to da te»;  a n d  to d i s t r ibu te  and  publ i sh  «ne ws  a nd  im p o r t a n t  
fac t s  on the work  of the C om m it te e» . 11 A formal procedure  w as  
set  dow n  for r ecom m end in g ,  de l ib era t ing  upon  a n d  then  a d o p t ­
ing  pr op osa ls  for the  revis ion a n d  deve lopment  of the C la ss i f i ­
cat ion.  P r e l i m i n a r y  d r a f t s  a n d  p l a n s  were  to be  seril to r e g io n ­
al sec re ta r ie s  who h ad  the respons ib i l i ty  of see ing  t h a t  they 
w e re  reproduc ed  in a s  m a n y  copies as  needed  a n d  d is t r ibu ted  
whe re ve r  ap p ro p r ia te .  Copies  w e re  a l so  to be s e n t  to the G e n ­
eral  S e c re ta r i a t  of  the IIB a n d  to the a p p r o p r ia te  off icials in re l ­
e v a n t  in te r na t io na l  o r g a n is a t i o n s .  Af ter  th ree  m on th s ,  if a de­
la y  w a s  not  r eq ue s te d  for fur th e r  cons id e ra t io n ,  a d ra f t  w as  
cons idered  to h a v e  been adop ted  of ficial ly by the  Class i f ica t ion  
Commit tee .  An a n n u a l  G en era l  A sse mb ly  of the C om m it te e  w a s  
to be held a t  the  t ime  of  the l I B ’s a n n u a l  meet ing ,  a n d  would 
decide be tw een  op po s i ng  c la ims  w hen they a rose.  The  S e c r e ta ­
r ia t  w a s  d es i gna te d  as  h a v i n g  been provis iona l ly  a s s u m e d  by 
Nider,  and  Donker  Duyvis  w a s  ap p o in te d  Secre ta ry .  Th e  te m ­
po ra ry  n a t u r e  of the loca t ion  of  the S e c r e t a r i a t  a p a r t  from 
I IB’s Genera l  S e c r e t a r i a t  w a s  em p h a s is e d  a n d  expla ined  by the 
diff icult ies enc oun te red  by  the I IB in B r u s s e l s  a t  this time. 
These ,  then,  were  the m a j o r  s t eps  t a k e n  by the  g r o u p  meet ing  
in Th e  H a g u e  to en su re  tha t  the In s t i t u t e  r e g a in e d  its s t r en g th  
and  inf luence on the w id e s t  possible  base.

The H a g u e  m e e t i n g  a l s o  decided to call a conference  of 
the IIB in i ts  new ly  cons t i tu te d  form in Geneva  on S e p te m ­
ber  8, 1924. A t  thi s  m e e t i n g  the  new s t a t u t e s  could  be rat ified,  
a n d  the IIB formal ly  a pp r i s ed  of w h a t  had  been  h a p p e n i n g  in 
Brusse l s .  It could  a l so  d i scuss  the dr a f t  a g r e e m e n t  be tween  the 
IIB a n d  the Le agu e ' s  In t e rn a t i o n a l  C o m m it t e e  on  Intel lectual  
Co-ope ra t io n  wh ich  h ad  at  l a s t  been d r a w n  up, a n d  could  now 
be p re sen ted  to the  I IB for ra t i f ica t ion .  A B u lle tin  w a s  publ i sh­
ed  in Ju ly  c o n t a i n i n g  the  draf t  s t a t u t e s  and  the L e a g u e  a g r e e ­
m e n t  by w a y  of p re p a ra t i o n  for the  conference .12

I ronica l ly ,  d u r i n g  th is  y e a r  of  a d v e r s i t y  for the IIB in Bel­
g ium .  i ts n e go t ia t io ns  w i t h ’ the  L e a g u e  a p p e a re d  a t  l a s t  to be 
ab ou t  to b e a r  s om e  fruit,  t h ough the w id e r  qu es t io ns  of the UIA 
a n d  the L e a g u e  were  no  ne a re r  to be in g  se t t l ed  t h a n  ever.  In 
December  1923 La F o n t a i n e  ha d  pa r t i c ipa ted  in a me et in g  of 
the  In te rn a t i o n a l  C om m it t ee  on Inte l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion  in 
Pa r i s .  There  the  C o m m it te e ’s Su b-C omm it t ee  on  Bib l i ogr aphy  
h ad  r e c om m end ed  t h a t  an  a g r e e m e n t  be twe en  the L e a g u e  and
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the IIB be d r a w n  up which would sei  oui  a p r o g r a m  of w o r k  
for the IIB,  lile su bs idy  lo lie g r a n t e d  il by the L e a g u e  and  pr o ­
pos a ls  c o n c e rn in g  procedures  for con t ro l l i ng  it .13 A Com mit tee  
w a s  app oin ted  to cons ide r  these  proposa ls .  Marce l  Godet ,  A s s o ­
c ia te  M e m b e r  of the Su b- Co mmit t ee  on Bib l i ogr aphy  and  S wis s  
Na t io na l  L ib ra r ia n  w a s  appo in ted  rapporteur.  A n u m b e r  of 
t r e n c h a n t  bu t  ju s t  c r i t i c i sms  of  the  IIB w e re  m a d e  in his re ­
por t .  He  poin ted  out  th a t  the IIB presen ted  lo the obse rver  dif­
f iculties which a r o s e  both from the s p i r i t  and  the m a n n e r  of  its 
work.  «The r ep roa ch  h a s  been made» ,  he sa id,  « tha t  it lacked 
c learness ,  a c ri t ical  sense ,  a n d  th a t  it e n d e a v o u r e d  to e m b race  
every  count ry ,  every  l a n g u a g e ,  every  period,  a n d  every  subjec t ,  
a t as k  which it is diff icult  to achieve.  Th e  In s t i t u te  un de r took  
one  g i g a n t i c  ta sk  af te r  another . . .» I le  pointed out,  too, that  
the m a te r ia l s  of the co llect ions of the IIB were  of ten  incomple te 
and  to s om e  ex tent  were  h a p h a z a r d l y  a s semb led ,  a n d  th a t  o p in ­
ions differed on the va lu e  of the  Decimal  C la ss i f ica t io n  a d o p ­
ted by the Inst i tu te .  «Final ly ,  the Ins t i t u te  ha d  been rep roached  
becau se  of its p rop ens i ty  to  o v e r r a te  the v a l u e  of index ca rds ,  
a nd  b ecau se  it w a s  sa id  to m is t ak e  the m e a n s  for the e n d .» M

O n  the o th e r  ha n d ,  he recognised  th a t  the In s t i tu te  had 
r esponded  to a real  need a nd  h ad  achieved  a g r e a t  deal  in i ts  h i s ­
tory.  «For  a q u a r t e r  of  a cen tu ry  it had acqui r ed  a r epu ta t i on  
which could not  be ignored.  The  d is in te re s te d  labor  of  its c r e ­
a tors  m u s t  call for respect .» Godet ' s  C om m it t ee  conc luded  th a t  
«it w as  n eces sa ry  to g iv e  s t r o n g  help to the Inst i tu te» ,  but  
th a t  «help  could no t  be g r a n t e d  w i th ou t  d i sc r im ina t io n  or  un­
condi t io na l ly  to all i ts  act ivi t i es.  The  so lu t ion  w a s  to g iv e  it a 
m a n d a t e  for ce r ta in  def ini te  t asks» .  W ha t  these  ta sks  mi ght  be 
w a s  explored in so m e  detai l ,  b u t  it w a s  observed  tha t  a t  this  
s t age ,  whi le  cont ro l  « m u s t  be exerc ised by  re p re se n ta t i v es  of 
the a u t ho r i t i e s  o r  o r g a n s  which  m ig h t  subs id ise  the  Ins t i tu te»,  
li t t le more  specific tha n  thi s  could be se t  down.  If  the p r o g r a m  
of w o rk  se t  out  in his repor t  was  accepted  by the C o m m i t ­
tee, Godet  ind icated  th a t  he  a n d  h is  c o l le agues  could  then p ro ­
ceed to the next  s t eps  in fo rm a l i s in g  a r e la t io nsh ip  be tween  the 
L eagu e  a n d  the IIB. An a g r e e m e n t  w oul d  be d r a w n  up. If this  
were  accepted  by  bo th  par t ies ,  the C om m it t ee  would then ob­
ta in  the L e a g u e ’s  a pp rov a l  a n d  the n ecessa ry  c redi ts ,  w h e r e ­
upon the  Su b- C om m it t ee  on Bib l i og raphy  could  im media te ly  
« d ra w  up a de ta i led  a n d  specif ic p r o g r a m  of work  for a f irst  
period of severa l  years ,  in d i ca t in g  prec ise ly  the  n a t u r e  a n d  o r ­
der of the  w o rk  to be und e r t aken» .

After  La F o n t a i n e  repl ied a t  some le n g th  to the c r i t ic isms  
m a d e  in G o d e t ’s repor t ,  a d r a f t  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  d r a w n  up and  
a pp ro ved  by the Commit tee .  Ar ticle O n e  of the d ra f t  w a s  an 
u n d e r t a k i n g  by the League  of N a t io n s  to g r a n t  i ts  p a t r o n a g e  to 
the work  of  the I IB as  s e t  out  in Ar tic le  2, a n d  to « g r a n t  its
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a s s i s t a n c e  a s  far  as  possible with a view to fac i l i t a t ing  the 
w o rk  of the In s t i tu te  wi t h in  these l imits».  Art icle Two,  se t t in g  
o u t  the w o rk  of the IIB,  co nt a ine d  the u n d e r t a k i n g  of the IIB 
« lo  co n cen t r a te  i ts  e ffor ts  a nd  resources,  in the first  instance»,  
o n  the  fo l lowing  tasks :

(1) The developm ent ot an  alphabetical  c a ta lo g  o( a u th o r 's  n am es  on 
the  l ines of a  collective c a t a lo g  of the  g re a t  l ibraries  of the  world, 
in d ica t ing  w h e re  a copy of a n y  pa r t icu la r  work  can  be found;
(2) The developm ent of the fo l lowing sec tions of a sys tem atic  cata log :
a) B ibliography and  sec tions connected w ith  b i b l i o g r a p h y . . .
b)  o rg a n is a t io n  of scientific w ork  and  inte llectual co-operation.

T h e  In s t i t u t e  a l so  unde r took  to per form the  o ther  t a sk s  se t  out  
in G o d e t ' s  p r o g r a m  of work .  Ar tic le  Th re e  w a s  an  u n d e r ta k in g  
to fix the exac t  o rder  of specif ic t asks  later .  Ar tic le  Five 
w a s  a n  a g r e e m e n t  to inc lude  a m em ber  of the In te rn a t io na l  
C o m m i t t e e  on  In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t io n  in the g o v e r n i n g  body 
of the In s t i tu t e .15 It w a s  R ic h a r d s o n ' s  opinion t h a t  the draf t  
p r e p a r e d  by  G odet  w a s  « th o rou gh ly  prac t ica l».  «The fact»,  he 
obse rved  to O t l e t  « t h a t  the L eagu e  C om m it t ee  h a s  no budge t  
to  de vo te  to it is a de ta i l» .16

T H E  MONDANEUM

D u r i n g  these  difficult  m o n t h s  of 1924, Ot le t  a t te m p te d  to 
g a i n  s u p p o r t  n o t  on l y  for the I IB,  which,  in po in t  of fact,  w a s  
p r o v i n g  to h a v e  ab le  adv oca te s  in H o l l a n d  a nd  Amer ica ,  but  
a l s o  for the whole,  b e l e a g u e red  P a l a i s  M ond ia l .  Godfrey  Dewey 
offered to  do  h is  best  in Am er ica  t h ro u g h  the Lake  P l a c i d  Club  
for the  «Wor ld  Pa la ce» ,  as  he ca l led it:

1 real ise  fully tha i  r igh t  now is a crit ica l time for the W orld Palace, 
and  feei tha t  w e  should  do every th in g  in o u r  pow er to ass is t  r ight 
now when  help is m os t  needed, a n d  to  en lis t  th e  in te res t  and  help of 
the  Club clientele , a m o n g  whom there a re  m an y  w h o  could  be  of ef­
fective a ss is tance  e ither by influence or m oney  if their  in te res t  could 
be  reached a n d  roused .17

B ut  he found it difficult  to u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  h ad  ac tua l ly  
h a p p e n e d  in B r u s s e l s  a nd  why,  a n d  his l ack of fac ts  he 
bel ieved in te r fe red  with his a t t e m p t s  to co un te r  the u n f a v o u r ­
able im press io ns  ab ou t  the P a l a i s  Mondia l  th a t  were  
s p r e a d i n g  in Amer ica ,  s om e  of them e n g e n d e r e d  he sus pec ted  
by A m e r i c a n  m e m b e r s  of the C o m m it te e  on Intel lec tua l  
Co -o p e ra t i o n .18

Ot le t  decided  to cal l  a confe rence  of the  UIA in 1924 at  
t h e  s a m e  t ime as  th a t  of the  IIB. H e  m a d e  no a t t e m p t  to 
se t  up  a Q u i n z a i n e  In te r n a t io n a l e  in Geneva ,  bu t  it w a s  
■clear t h a t  a conference  of th e  UIA on  the  doo rs tep  of the 
L eagu e ,  a s  it were ,  w o u ld  be opp o r tu n e  and  m ig h t  be t h o u g h t  
t o  c a r r y  on the  g r ea t  Wor ld  C o n g r e s s e s  of 1910, 1913 and  
1920, t h ough  in d im in is he d  form. H e  pr epa red  tw o d o cum ent s
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for  th i s  conference .  The  f irst ,  a Table  o f  In te rn a t io n a l  O rg a ­
n isa t io n s , '9 w a s  s im p ly  a l ist  of in te rn a t i o n a l  a sso c i a t ion s  
a r r a n g e d  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r  a dozen m a i n  h e a d in g s  and  
a n u m b e r  of su b -h e a d in g s .  It w a s  i n t ende d  to sh o w  the ir  
mult ip l ic i ty  a n d  a l l - e n c o m p a ss in g  var iety .  The  second,  h o w ­
ever .  c o n t a i n i n g  the p r o g r a m  for the conference  a n d  a 
le ng th y  repor t  to the  a s so c ia t io ns  w a s  of cons id e ra b l e  im p o r ­
tance .  Once  a ga in ,  bu t  now  in ex t remely  ge ne ra l  t erms ,  
O t le t  se t  out  his v i ews  abo ut  w h a t  in te rn a t i o n a l  life should 
be like, now it should  be or g a n is e d ,  how in te rn a t io na l  o r g a ­
n is a t io n s  should  be  formed and  w o rk  «for  the  co-o rd ina t io n  
of in te rn a t i o n a l  forces ' for p ro g re s s ,  in peace,  by  co-opera t ion  
a n d  p u t t i n g  into effect the  cap ac i t y  of the  inte l lec t ’».30 Whi le  
it re i te ra ted  m uc h  of w h a t  Ot le t  h ad  sa id  before,  the  present  
r epor t  p rovided  a c le ar  s t a t e m e n t  of his ph i losophy of in t e r ­
n a t io n a l i s m  a s  n o w  developed,  w h a t  he descr ibed as  «the 
d i r e c t i n g  pr incip les  and  the  b a s e s  upon  w h ic h  it is des i rab le  
to re s t  th e  o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  a s  a whole ,  of  w o r ld  life».21

I n te r n a t i o n a l  o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  he sa id ,  should  be conceived 
a s  l ink ing  «in a co n s t a n t l y  i m pr ov in g  uni f ica t ion  par t ic u la r  
pieces of acqui r ed  knowledge» ,  and  as  s t i m u l a t i n g  su b se q u e n t  
p r o g r a m s  «set  down by co m m o n  a g reem ent ,  of inves t iga t ion  
of co m m o n  inte res ts».  F or  a cen tury ,  he  c la imed,  ana ly t ica l  
w o rk  had  preva i led,  but  now  the  ne eds  of  syn th es i s  a r e  
a f f i r med m o r e  a n d  more» .22 He noted t h a t  soc iety h a d  evolved 
t h ro u g h  a n u m b e r  of s t a g e s  in the  c o u r s e  of hi story,  but  h ad  
a t  l as t  reached  a po in t  w he re

Society  c rav ed  a  scientific  direction, w h a t  A u g u s t  C om te ,  g iv in g  it an  
e n ti re ly  p o s i t iv e  sense, called the  re s to ra t io n  of the sp ir i tua l  pow er — 
of now b e in g  able  to  fo rm ula te  ra t io n a l  directives, h a v in g  the  neces­
s a ry  science, d isen g ag ed  from the  imm edia te  suppos i t ions  of action, and 
placed in a  cen tra l  position, in som e w a y  pan o ram ic  and  synthetic ,  
which is necessa ry  for the considera t ion  of m a t te r s  from a point  of 
v iew  high e n o u g h  to discover the  g en era l  causes  of  the  social  evils  
from  which all  n a t io n s  su ffe r  equally  . .  .a

F or  Otlet ,  th e  only w a y  of f ina lly ach i e v in g  th e  « sc i e n ­
tific d i rec t ion»  pos i t iv is ts  l ike h imsel f  so m uc h desi red  and 
bel ieved in so pa s s io n a te ly  t h a t  the y  spoke  p a rad ox ica l ly  a n d  
w i th ou t  he s i ta t ion  of its p ro v id in g  a «r es tor a t i on  of the 
sp i r i tu a l  po wer  of  men»,  w a s  by m e a n s  of a sy n th e s i s  of 
kn owledge .  W h a t  w a s  or ig in a l  in O t l e t ’s  s t a t e m e n t  of  this  
pos i t ivi s t ic  co n v en t io n a l i sm  w a s  th a t  the  ne c e ss a ry  synthes i s ,  
the  ne c e ss a ry  p a n o r a m i c  view,  could  on ly  be had ,  in his 
op in ion ,  t h r o u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  in te l lec tua l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  which 
could be accompl i she d  only  by m e a n s  of t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of 
in te rn a t i o n a l  a ss oc ia t ions ,  for  th e se  a lone  w e re  gene ra l  
e no ug h ,  suf f ic ien tly  a l l - e m b ra c in g  in thei r  sp he re s  of a c t i v ­
ity, a n d  d is in te res ted  e no ugh ,  to ach ieve  the  des ired goa l .
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An A m e r i c a n  official recent ly  v i s i t in g  P a r i s  had rai sed 
t h e  pr obl em  in a n o th e r  form by a s k i n g  «if dem ocracy  a nd  
l iber ty  h a v e  been  preserved. . .  w h a t  a r e  w e  m a n a g i n g  to do 
w i t h  t hem ?»24 A t t e m p t i n g  to a n s w e r  th i s  ques t ion  h imse lf ,  
O t l e t  w a s  emphat ic :

In  Ule public  sphere  one  w o rd  charac te r ises  the  use  to b e  m ad e  oi 
peace: p rogress ,  conceived of a s  a n  expans ion  a n d  pe rfec ting  of life 
in all  i ts  aspects.  This idea can  be a powerful m o t iv a to r  and  a  p o w er­
ful reg u la to r .  Combined w ith  co-operative  and  federalist  notions,  ¡I 
can  g ive  the  world  a principle  of  d irection it no w  lacks.25

W it h o u t  the mob i l i sa t io n  of the forces of  the intel lect  the 
p r o g r e s s  of H u m a n i t y  would ,  he  bel ieved,  be s low a n d  e r r a t ic .  
Mobi l i sa t io n  could  oc cu r  on ly  th r o u g h  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the  
in te rn a t io na l  a sso c i a t ion s  in which  for  h im w e re  ves ted ,  in the 
w i d e s t  sense ,  th e  produc t io n  a n d  d i ss em in a t ion  of m a n ' s  
knowledge .

The  not ion of a n  in te r na t io na l  c en te r  w a s  at  the  hear t  
of O t le t ' s  theor ies ,  for  upon  it he focused a n d  l imi ted  the 
o th erwise  unconf in ed  ab s t r ac t io n  of his th ou gh t .  It held his 
ideas  toge ther ,  a n d  g a v e  so m e  s e m b la n c e  of  o rder  to their 
s h i f t i n g  leve ls  of  gene ra l i ty .  It could  be s tud ied,  he sa id,  
f rom th ree  po in ts  of  view,  a s  a n  idea,  a n  ins t i tu t ion  a n d  a 
m a te r i a l  body.  As  a n  idea,  the fo l lowing  ex p la n a t i o n  
accounted  for  it:

All t h a i  exis ts ,  despite  its Infinite diversity ,  Is one  In re la tion  to Ihe 
kn o w led g e  w e can  have of it. In re la tion  to the repercussions of the 
activit ies of all th a t  exis ts ,  B u t  th is  unity  which is real,  concrete,  can  
be u n o rg an is ed ,  am orphous ,  m assive,  if there is no effort  to  co-ordi­
n a te  it. It is necessary ,  therefore, th a t  by  in te lligence w e achieve 
a Science, a n  encyclopedic synthesis ,  a science of the  universal ,  e m ­
b rac in g  ev e ry th in g  w e  know, u n i t in g  one  th in g  w ith  a n o th e r  in e x ­
p lan a t io n s  ever  m o re  genera l,  d i sp lay ing  them  by m ethods  ever  more 
simple. It is necessary ,  therefore, th rough  our  end less ly  developing 
possibilit ies, th a t  w e  achieve a n  o rg a n is a t io n  for re la tions between 
men. and  for their re la t io n s  with th ings ,  a n  o rg a n is a t io n  which should 
be  or iented  to w a rd s  synegetic  act ion ,  which tak es  in to  accoun t  a t  one 
a n d  tile sam e  time and  a s  a whole, a ll  men. all countr ies ,  all re la tions: 
th e  Earl l i ,  Life. H um anity .2“

The ins t i tu t io n  w hic h  would  em body the  idea,  Ot le t  
bel ieved,  w oul d  be rea l i sed  t h ro u g h  a g r e a t  «confedera t ion»,  
w h a t  he described  as  «au o r g a n i s e d  effort  of  co -opera t ion  and  
co-ordinat ion. . .»,  w hic h  would  « g rou p  in a t r iple,  federa lised 
h ie ra rc hy ,  in te rn a t io na l  assoc ia t ion s ,  na t i o n a l  a ss oc ia t ions  
a n d  g r o u p s  a n d  ind iv idua ls» ,  the  in te rn a t io na l  a s soc ia t io ns  re ­
t a i n i n g  o ver a l l  cont ro l .  «At the  W o r l d  C e n t e r  all of Ihe o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s  and  in s t i t u t i o n s  w hic h  have  been  born  in the  cou rse  of 
suc cess i ve  c iv i l i sa t ions ,  wil l  b e . . .  ampl i f ied  in an  e x t r a o r d i ­
n a r y  w a y  in th e i r  p o w e r  on  the m in d ,  b ecau se  all as pe c ts  of 
the i r  a g e n c y  wil l  h a v e  been co mb in ed  to func tion  each  wi th  
the  o ther .»27
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The  ul l ím ate  mat er ia l  expres s io n  of the ins t i tu t ion  would 
be the  ac tua l  physical  bu i ld in gs  c o n s t i t u t i n g  the  wor ld  cen tre.  
«The  Cente r» ,  Ot le t  observed ,  «is... the  w ho le  of i ts  i n s ta l ­
la t ions ,  col lect ions,  se rvices,  all the  a rch i t ec tura l  forms 
‘ob ject i fy ing  and  v is u a l i s i n g ’ the idea of the  ins t i tu t ion» .28 In 
its init ial  s t a g e s ,  the cen ter  would  h a v e  one bu i ld ing ,  bu t  l a te r  
i t  w o u ld  g ro w  into

a g rea t  colony, a univers itas .  w i th  i ts  m a n y  ins t i tu tes  sw a rm in g  
a ro u n d  the  central  s truc ture .  And yet la te r  one  m ay  e n te r ta in  the vision 
of a 'c ity ' w here  each n a t io n  will be represen ted  by  its  pavill ion each 
g r e a t  specia l  o rg a n is a t io n  of world  life, by  i ts  b u i l d i n g . . . 29

In i ts  «ideal  form»,  thi s  is w h a t  the  C en te r  w oul d  be 
l ike — a M o n d a n e u m  ( t he  sp e l l i n g  w a s  la te r  c h a n g e d  to  M u n ­
d a n e u m ) .  No lon ge r  did Ot le t  use  the  n a m e  « P a l a i s  Mondia l» .  
W h a t  he  cal led the « P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  a nd  i ts Ins t i tu te s»  were  
merely  a f irst  a n d  imperfect  ve rs ion  of  the M o n d a n e u m ,  and 
h a d  suf fered gr i evous  a s s a u l t  in Brusse l s .  The  Con fe re nce  th a t  
Ot le t  now  proposed  to cal l  at  G ene va ,  a n d  to which thi s  r epor t  
w a s  direc ted,  w a s  in t ended  «to un i te  all e ffor t  to  recons t ruc t  
im med ia t e ly  the  ins t i tu t ions  g ro u p e d  at  the  P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  to 
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  to comple te  them».30 The  ta sks  to be  faced by 
the  Conference ,  then,  w e re  to p r e p a re  a n d  have  adop ted  an 
ap p r o p r i a t e  s ta t u t e ,  and  to choose  a su i t a b le  loca t ion  which 
wou ld  be accepted  by the  wo r ld  as  «ext ra - te r r i to r ia l i sed» ,  a 
loca t ion  w he re  the  M o n d a n e u m  could  g r o w  abs olu te ly  freely, 
u n h a m p e r e d  by any  res t r ic t ion  of n a t i o n a l i s t  in te res t .  Ot le t  
descr ibed  w h a t  he m e a n t  by «ext r a - te r r i to r i a l»  a t  so m e  length,  
p o i n t i n g  out  th a t  in the  Va t ic an ,  the H o ly  Ci t y  of J e r u s a lu m ,  
the pr inc ipa l i t i es  of L iech tens te in  a n d  M o n a c o  a n d  elsewhere,  
freedom from na t iona l  cont rol ,  an  in te rn a t io n a l l y  respected 
local independence ,  worked  very well .  This  is w h a t  w a s  needed 
for the  new Ce n te r -Ci ty  he w is he d  to see  a r i s e  f rom the old 
P a l a i s  Mondia l .

Iri p r e s e n t in g  this  p la n  for a M o n d a n e u m ,  the  new  P a l a i s  
M ond ia l ,  Ot le t  c r i t i ca l ly  exam in ed  the  work  of the  L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s  a n d  o ther  in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in o r d e r  to 
s u g g e s t  possible «mod al i t i e s»  of the ir  co l labora t i on  w i th  the  
Center .  T w o  p a r t i cu la r  g r ie v a n c e s  c a m e  out  s t r o n g l y  in his 
a ccount  of th e  L eague :  its decis ion to res tr ic t  r epr e se n ta t io n  
to  g o v e rn m e n ts ,  a nd  the ac t ivi t i es  of the I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o m ­
m i t t e e  on In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion .  The  L e a g u e ’s  Counci l  
h ad  dec ided  in 1923 not  to t r a n s m i t  wi t h in  i ts  s e c r e ta r ia t  doc­
u m e n t s  o r i g i n a t i n g  from ind iv idu a ls  a n d  n on-g over nm en ta l  
a s soc ia t io ns  a n d  qui te  spec if ica l ly  l imi ted  i t s  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  to 
g o v e rn m e n ts .  In O t l e t ' s  view, g r a v e  conseq uen ces  for th e  in te r ­
n a t i o n a l  a ss oc ia t io ns  had  resu l ted  for

There  ex is ts  no  firm o rg an ic  d isposi t ion  re g u la t in g  the  re la t ions  of 
in te rn a t io n a l  assoc ia t ions  w i th  the League  of Nations .  The in te rn a t io n a l
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a s s o c i a t i o n s  nave no reg u la r  m e a n s  a t  all of c o rre sp o n d in g  with  Ihe 
League  of Nations .  T he  s imple  r ig h t  of petit ion ,  provided for in every 
n a t io n a l  constitu t ion ,  lias a lw ay s  been refused them. T he  collabora t ion  
requested  from them  by the  agenc ies  of the L eag u e  is determ ined  in 
a quite  a rb i t r a ry  m an n e r .  They have  no r igh t  to be consu lted  ... The 
in te rn a t io n a l  assoc ia t ions  a rc  therefore  the  on ly  pe rsons  h a v in g  no 
protection  in m odern  law; for, if they can h ave  neither recourse  to the 
League of N a t ions  nor  the C o u r t  of Justice,  they a re  in an inferior 
posi t ion  in respect of every  physical h u m an  b e in g  and  every na tional  
assoc ia t ion  w h o  find a p ro tec to r  in the i r  governm en ts .31 

T h e  i n v i d i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  r e ­
s p e c t  t o  t h e  L e a g u e  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  

•on t h e  o t h e r  w a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  e x e m p l i f i e d ,  O t l e t  b e l i e v e d ,  i n  
t h e  r e c e n t  c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e  UIÁ w i t h  t h e  B e l g i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  i n  t h e  p o w e r l e s s n e s s  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  in 
t h i s  c o n f l i c t .

The C o m m i t t e e  on In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t ion ,  which Ot le t  
po in te d  ou t  yet  once a g a i n  h a d  o r ig in a t e d  in the  ac t ivi t i es  and  
the  pub l i shed  p ro p o sa l s  of the  UIA,  had  prove d  no  less d i s a p ­
po in t i n g  t h a n  the  League .  Once  formed,  it « h a d  d iscarded 
w i t h o u t  d i scuss ion  the  U n i o n ’s p l an» .  Moreover ,  il had  re ­
fused,  Ot le t  al leged,  to e n v is a g e  the prob lem of o rg a n is a t i o n  
f rom a g loba l po int  of  view, a c c o r d i n g  to a vu e  d 'en sem b le ,  
q u i t e  a p a r t  from not  a t t e m p t i n g  to  a s s u re  « the  i n te rn a t io na l  
a s soc ia t io ns  re p re se n ta t i o n  at  the L e a g u e  of Nat ions» .  As a 
r esu l t ,  on ly  o ne  conc lus ion  w a s  possible,  the  conc lus ion  upon 
which ,  in a sense ,  the  w hol e  of O t le t ' s  r epor t  w a s  based:  «the 
propos i t io n  of the U nio n  lo c re a t e  an  I n te r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n i ­
s a t i o n  for  In te l lec tua l  Work,  g e n e r a l  in i ts  object ,  an d  fede ra ­
t iv e  in i ts  cons t i tu t io n ,  r e m a in s  compl e t e ly  a s  it w a s» .32

This  r epor t  of O t l e t ’s  is c o n f u s i n g  in i ts a p p a r e n t l y  d i so r ­
de r ly  m o v e m e n t  be tween  descript ion ,  an a ly s i s ,  p rescr ipt ion,  
a n d  th eo r i s in g  of a n  a l m o s t  v e r t i g in o u s  gene ra l i ty .  Most  
s t r i k i n g  is its a b s t r a c tn e s s ,  the  p a te n t  imp rac t icab i l i ty  of its 
p roposa ls ,  qua l i t i es  a r i s in g  from the very  f ir s t  p remi se  of 
O t l e t ’s theory  of  in te rn a t io na l  o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  the  po in t  upon 
which  h is  a bso lu t e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  wi th  t h e  C om m it t ee  on  I n ­
te l lec tua l  Co-op era t ion  res ted :  th a t  it m u s t  be done  a s  a whole,  
from «la v ue  d ’ensemble» .  The  problem w a s  th a t  the m ore  g e n ­
era l ,  Ihe less « local» O t le t ' s  thought ,  the more  cen te red  on the 
ideal ,  on  «o ugh t»  a n d  «should»,  the  m o re  diff icult  it w a s  for 
h im to e x p re s s  a nd  an ch o r  it in ac t ion t h ro u g h  real  ins t i tu ­
t ions.  R e c o g n is in g  the  s impl if ica t ion,  on e  m i g h t  sa y  t h a t  the 
U I A  (1910) ,  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  (1920) a n d  then  the  AAon- 
dane ur n  (1924),  i n c r e a s in g  in a b s t r a c tn e s s ,  rep re se n t ed  a n  in ­
c re a s e d  po ten t ia l i ty  of fai lure,  an  inc re a se d  def iance  of rea li ty 
a s  Ot le t  becam e  more  a n d  more  de t ached  t h ro u g h  excessive 
ce r e b ra t io n  a n d  p e rh a p s  t h ro u g h  d is a p p o in tm e n t ,  from the  d i f ­
f icult ies a n d  l i m i ta t io ns  of ac tua l ,  competi t ive ,  in te rn a t io na l  
o rg a n i s a t i o n .
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T H E  C O N F E R E N C E S  O F 1924 AND AFTERW ARDS

G odf rey  Dewey pre s id ed  a t  th e  G e n e v a  m e e t i n g  on  the 8 th 
S e p te m b e r  1924 of the  I IB,  effect ive m e m b e r s h ip  in which  w a s  
held by  Nider ,  the  B u r e a u  B ib l i o g ra p h iq u e  de P a r i s ,  the  C o n ­
c i l ium Bib l iog raphicum.  the  U nion  In te r n a t i o n a l e  des Vil les,  
th e  F é d é r a t i o n  D en ta i r e  In te rn a t io na le ,  th e  Ins t i t u t  In te r ­
n a t i o n a l  d ’A g r i c u l tu r e  a n d  the  U n io n  of P u r e  a n d  Applied 
Ch em is t ry ,  a n d  o ne  or  tw o o t h e r  bodies .33 Tw o new  sec t ions  
w e re  now  a d m i t te d  to e ffect ive m em be rs h ip  of  the  Inst i tute:  
the Assoc ia t ion  S u is se  pour  l’O r g a n i s a t i o n  de  T ra va i l  et  de 
Docum ent a t io n  (As ted) and  a Sec t ion  for Bib l io logica l  P s y c h o l ­
ogy.  Both sec t ions  or ig in a te d  in Ot le t ' s  so jo u rn  in Geneva  
d u r i n g  th e  W ar .  In 1912 Emi le  C h a v a n n e s  from S w i t z e r l a n d  
ha d  v is i ted th e  IIB a n d  h ad  m a d e  O t l e t ’s  ac qu a in ta nc e .  D u r i n g  
the  W a r  y e a r s  the tw o  m en  h a d  se t  up As ted  a n d  h ad  even 
d iscussed  the  possibi l i ty  of  As te d  p u b l i s h i n g  an  ed i t ion  of the  
Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  for  the I IB.34 The  m o v i n g  force behind  
the  Sec tion for Bibl iological  P s y c h o lo g y  w a s  a n  ex p a t r ia t e  
Ru ss i an ,  Nicho la s  Ro uba kin e ,  w h o  h a d  w r i t t e n  s ince  1889 s om e  
tw o h u n d r e d  w o r k s  of scient i f ic  p o pu la r i s a t io n .  He  h ad  a l s o  
w r i t t en  on  Bibl iologica l Psychology ,  the  theo ry  a n d  prac t ice  of 
« the  scient if ic  s tu dy  of all th e  m e n t a l  p h e n o m e n a  as soc i a te d  
wi th  the  c r ea t ion ,  c i rcu la t ion ,  in f luence a n d  use of  t h e  book 
an d  of  the w r i t te n  and  spoken  w o rd  in gene ra l» .  Roubakine ,  O t ­
let a n d  th e  Direc tor  of the J c a n - J a c q u e s  R o u s s e a u  Ins t i tu te  
h a d  se t  up a specia l  Sec t ion  of th e  I IB for «Bibl io logical  
P sycho lo gy » in 1916. T hese  tw o  sec t ions  w e re  now  a d m i t te d  to 
m e m b e r s h ip  of  th e  I IB in t e r m s  of  Ar t ic le  9 of the  new  S t a t u ­
tes.  A t  the s a m e  t ime the I IB Council ,  a c t i n g  wi th in  the  t e r m s  
of  thi s  Art icle,  i ssued in v i ta t io ns  for  th e  fo rm at ion  of  A us t r i an  
a n d  H u n g a r i a n  sec t ions ,  r e q u e s t in g  t h a t  the  Na t iona lb ib l io tek  
a n d  a P ro fe s so r  H a r v a t h  respec tive ly te m p o r a r i l y  a s s u m e  
c h a r g e  of each sec t ion ' s  s ec re ta r ia t .  O n ly  C h a v a n n e s  vo ted 
a g a i n s t  t h e  n e w  s t a t u t e s  b ecau se  he  th o u g h t  th a t  they «did 
not  g iv e  suff ic ient  s u p p o r t  to th e  S ec re ta r ie s -G enera l» !  Th e  
In s t i t u t e  a l s o  adop ted  w i th ou t  ques t i on  the  d raf t  a g r e e m e n t  
wi th  th e  League .  It w a s  s i g n e d  by S i r  Er i c  D r u m m o n d  a n d  
c a m e  into force in N ove mb er  1924.

A m o n g  th e  de le ga te s  to the  C la ss i f ic a t ion  C o m m it te e ’s  
m e e t i n g  w e re  G odf rey  Dewey  and  D o r c a s  Fe l lows  who  had 
succeeded  M a y  S e y m o u r  as  ed i to r  of  the Am er i ca n  c l a ss i f i c a ­
tion. One  of the mos t  i m p o r t a n t  conc lus ions  of this  me et in g  w a s  
tha t  « th e  ed i t ions  of the Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  C ode s  of D e w ­
ey a nd  of the  IIB sh o u ld  be unif ied».  T o w a r d s  thi s  end  it w a s  
reso lved  t h a t  the  tw o  codes  shou ld  be  modi f ied  in such  a w a y  
t h a t  « th e  bes t  of  both will be  adopt ed ,  each  p a r t y  c o n s e n t i n g  
to  th e  ne c e ss a ry  sacr if ices».  It w a s  conc l uded  t h a t ’ th e re  shou ld
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b e  three  ver s io ns  of the Cla ss i f ica t ion :  an  ab r id g e d  version,  a 
l ib r a ry  version,  a nd  a b ib l iog raph ic  vers ion ,  the la s t  b e i n g  the 
E u r o p e a n  version .  D o r c a s  Fe l lows ,  a s  ed i tor  of th e  A m e r ic a n  
version,  w a s  ap p o in te d  « to check up  en t r ie s  (1 s t  for an  a b r i d g ­
ed  ed.)  repo r t  d if ferences  a nd  re c o m m e n d  for to  be re ­
ta ined».35 The  B e l g i a n s  in the ir  t u r n  a g r e e d  to  ex t end  their  
n u m b e r s  before th e  dec imal  po int  to  th r ee  f igures ,  even if this 
requi red  th e  ad d i t i o n  of  one  or  tw o zeros.  A c o m m it t ee  of  three  
m e m b e r s  of  th e  I IB a n d  t h r e e  exp e r t s  ap p o in te d  by  Dewey 
w oul d  rev iew all developments .

R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  f rom abo u t  seventy  i n te r n a t i o n a l  a s s o ­
c i a t ions ,  none  of t h e m  except  the  Red  Cross ,  th e  g r e a t  h u m a n i ­
ta r ia n  or  l e a rn ed  a ss oc ia t io ns ,  took p a r t  in the  UIA Conk' r-  
encc.3U The  Confe rence  reso lu t io ns  s imp ly  recapi tu la ted  the d es id ­
e ra ta  of in te r na t iona l  o rg a n i s a t i o n  se t  ou t  in O t le t ' s  report .  
A n u m b e r  of a n n e x e s  a t t a c h e d  to  thé  C o m m p te -re n d u  of the  C o n ­
fe rence  a r e  in t e r e s t i n g  in in d ic a t i n g  t h a t  an  unsu cces s fu l  a t ­
te m p t  w a s  m a d e  to  g ive  the  U I A  a s o u n d e r  f ou nda t io n  th a n  
it had .  Th e re  w a s  a l ist  of th e  pr inc ipa l  t a s k s  to  be un d e r t a k e n  
by the  UIA (model led,  no  doubt ,  on  the  p ro ced u re  ad o p te d  by 
the  L e a g u e  in d e a l i n g  wi th  the  I I B ) ,  a list of r e g u l a t i o n s  
which  were  to gove rn  U I A  W o r l d  C o n g re ss e s ,  a n d  a s t a t e m e n t  
of the fu nc t io ns  of  the v a r io u s  o r g a n s  of the  U I A  (m em be rs ,  
com mi ss i on ,  se cr e t a r ia t ,  specia l  c o m m it t ee s ) .  The  cons t i tut ion 
of a g o v e r n i n g  Council  of twenty  m e m b e r s  which w a s  prov id­
ed for a t  this t ime  in the re gu la t io ns ,  w a s  pos tponed .  It w a s  
dec ided  to conduct  a posta l  bal lot  for th is  a t  a l a t e r  da te.  The  
ba l lo t  a p p e a r s  neve r  to h a v e  been held.

Nitobe  represen ted  the L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  a t  the C onfe r ­
ence,  a nd  « Im m edi a t e ly  th e  Confe rence  be gan ,  moves  w e re  m a d e  
to  a t t e m p t  to g e t  th e  L e a g u e  of  N a t io n s  to  m a k e  s om e re cog ­
n i t ion  of the  co l labo ra t io n  in i ts  work  of the  in te rn a t i o n a l  a s ­
so c ia t io ns  a n d  the i r  work.» Th e  day  a f te r  the Confe rence  
closed,  twelve  re p re se n ta t i v es  of  the  UIA w a i t ed  forma l ly  on the 
L e a g u e  S e c r e t a r i a t  to pr e sen t  th e  L e a g u e  wi th  the  U I A 's  de­
m a n d s .  T hese  w e re  for the  r ep re se n ta t io n  of the  U I A  on  the 
C o m m i t t e e  for Intel lec tua l  Co- opera t ion ,  for an  in te rna t io na l  
s ta tu te ,  a n d  for th e  r i g h t  to pet i t ion the League .

Now, however ,  a new th r e a t  to O t l e t ’s  hopes  for  L eague  
s u p p o r t  for his  in te rn a t io na l  ce n te r  ha d  appea red .  In July 
1924, the F renc h  g o v e r n m e n t  r e spo nde d  to the call for ex t e r ­
n a l  help m a d e  by B e rg so n  in la te  1923 on  beha lf  of the  C o m ­
m i t te e  on  In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t ion .  It offered to provide  the 
C o m m i t t e e  wi th  a n  ins t i t u t i ona l  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  a n  «execut ive 
in s t ru me n t» ,  located in P a r i s ,  su p p o r t ed  by a b u d g e t  i rom the 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  ca l le d  the Ins t i tu te  for In te l lec tua l  C o -o p e ra ­
t ion.  A week  before  the  Co nf e re nc e  of the  U I A  opened ,  Ot le t  
a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  a d d re s sed  a le t te r  to the  L e a g u e  d es i gned  to
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keep before the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  the  Counci l  of  the L e a g u e  « t h e  
t h i n g s  rea l i sed  a n d  th e  p l a n s »  of  t h e  U I A .37 I t  r e m in d e d  t h e m  
of th e  S e c re t a r y - G e n e r a l ’s  1921 r epor t  on  the  ed u ca t io n a l  in ­
f luence  of t h e  UIA,  a n d  a le r ted  them to the  a p p r o a c h i n g  C o n ­
ference.  T he y  w e r e  asked  lo d e la y  m a k i n g  a n y  dec ision  on  th e  
French  proposa l  to set  up an  In s t i t u te  for In te l lec tua l  Co -o pe r ­
a t ion  unti l  a f te r  the U I A  Conf erence  had  finished.

Th e  L e a g u e ' s  Counci l  accepted  the F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
offer  «in pr inc ip le» on  th e  9 th Se pte mb er ,  the  d ay  the  UIA 
C onfe re n c e  conc luded .  I t  re fe r red  t h e  m a t t e r  for  considerat ion:  
to the Assem bly  a s k i n g  for  i ts  opin ion  on severa l  points ,  on e  
of  which  wa s

the  re la t ions  be tw een  the projected In s t i tu te  a n d  e x is t in g  in te rna t iona l  
inst i tu t ions ,  sueli a s  the  U n io n  of In te rn a t io n a l  Associa t ions ,  the I n t e r ­
na tiona l  Office of B ib liography ,  th e  In te rn a t io n a l  U n io n  of Academics,  
and  the  In te rna t iona l  Research  Council ,  w hose  h ead q u a r te rs  a re  a t  
Brussels  a n d  whose au to n o m y  it is im p o r ta n t  to m ain ta in .

T h e  A s s e m b l y  c o nc luded  t h a t  th e  C o m m i t t e e  on  In te l l ec tu a l  
Co-op era t i on  should

in  each  c a s e  de term ine ,  h a v in g  consu l ted  th e  in te res ted  p a r t i e s  and  
in ag ree m e n t  w i th  them, the  re la t ions  of the  in s t i tu t ions  m ent ioned  
in the Council 's  r e so lu t io n ... The C om m it tee  on  Intellectual C o­
o pe ra t ion  will a ttem pt  to co llabora te  w ith  these  in s t i tu t ions  to  re so lve  
p a r t icu la r  ques t ions  w ithout,  however ,  in a n y  w ay  re s t r ic t ing  their  
au tonom y.1»

T h is  w a s  d i s g u is e d  re pu d ia t i o n  of  th e  UIA a n d  i t s  W o r l d  
Cente r .  Ot le t  and  La  F o n t a i n e  w a n t e d  a s t a y  of ac t io n  by the 
L e a g u e  on  the  French  G o v e r n m e n t ’s  o ffer  be c a u s e  the  U I A ' s  
W o r ld  C en te r  could  become, w a s  a l r eady ,  t h ough  ineffective 
for w a n t  of su pp or t ,  they bel ieved,  e v e ry th in g  which  the French  
G o v e r n m e n t  proposed  to  c rea te .  S i m p l e  rec og n i t i on  of  t h i s  
fact w ou ld  be e n ou gh ,  for inev i tab ly  p a t r o n a g e  a n d  a heal thy 
su bs id y  w ou ld  follow a nd  the day  w o u ld  be saved  for the P a l a i s  
M ond ia l .  A  rec ogni t io n  of  « a u to no m y»  w a s  in effect  a form of 
reject ion.

After  the  1924 C on fe renc es  in G e n e v a ,  G odfrey  Dewey 
w e n t  back to Am er ica  w h e r e  he  con t in ued  his w o rk  for the  P a ­
la is  M o n d ia l  in ge ne ra l  a n d  for the  I IB in pa r t i c u la r .  In N o ­
v em be r  lie b e g a n  to  m a k e  a p p e a l s  for  spec if ic  informat ion .  The  
L a k e  P la c id  Club  w a s  re ad y  to publ ish a  bookle t about  the 
P a l a i s  M on dia l ,  he sa id ,  «but  I c an  do n o t h i n g  defini t  on  t h a t  
til I have  the  da te ,  fo tografs ,  d i a g r a m s  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of 
th e  legend s  on  them,  t h a t  yu  promis t» .30 H e  bega n  to t ravel  
a n d  sp e a k  a b o u t  t h e  W o r ld  Pa lac e ,  a n d  kept  r e p e a t i n g  h is  a p ­
p ea ls  for  a c c u r a te  informat ion .  «Yu m a k e  a g r e a t  m is ta ke» ,  
he w a r n e d ,  «if yu s e n d  me only  the favorab le  i tems».  Ab ove  
a l l  h e  w a n t e d  t o  know,  h a v i n g  h e a r d  t a l k  of  m o v i n g  the P a ­
la i s  Mondia l  an d  all i ts  in s t i tu te s  to  Geneva ,

(1) H o w  m uch  could the IIB spend efficiently  per y ear  b eg in n in g  a t  
once un d e r  p resen t  conditions,  i. e., w i th  the uncer ta in ty  a s  to Brussels  
P a l a i s  M ondia l,  e tc1
(2) How m uch  cou ld  the  I IB  sp en d  efficientlv  per  year  (on o p e ra t in g  
expenses,  no t  includ ing  equipm ent,  moving, etc.) a s  soon a s  cs tab l ish t  
in Geneva?
(3) W ith  ho w  sm all  a n  appropria t ion  w ould  you be p repared  to  m o v e  
to  Geneva  a t  once? Wo figured  ou t  the need for S 5,000,000 and  I said 
it would reauire  at least  $  1,000,000 to m o v e  w ith  tem porary  h o u s in g  
etc .  b u t  I th ink  I c a n  see w here  even w i th  S 500,000 it  would be 
possible lo s t a r t  f irmly e s tab l ish t  on  our  ow n  te r r i to ry  in fire p roof 
h o u s i n g . .  .w

H e  ta lked  w i t h  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  f rom v a r i o u s  fo un d a t i o n s  in 
Amer ica  ( such  as  the Rockefel ler  Fo u n d a t i o n  an d  the  C a r n e ­
g ie  C o r p o r a t i o n )  a n d  found,  a s  he repo r t ed  to  R ic h a rd so n ,  
« d esp i t e  th e  g e n e r a l  u n d e r c u r r e n t  of  d i s t r u s t  o f  O t l e t  a n d  La  
F o n ta in e  g r o w i n g  out  of a l ack of com pre hens io n  of th e i r  l a rg e r  
p la ns  a n d  u n d e r ly in g  wor ld  cen te r  c o n c e p t i o n s . . .  an  
u n ex p ec t ed ly  def ini t  s p i r i t  of  r ed in es s  t o  co-opera te. . .»41

In F e b r u a r y  O t l e t  fu rn ished  Dewey  wi th  the  f inanc ia l  in ­
fo rm at i on  he  had  reques ted .  A total  of $92,000 could  be sp en t  
e ff icient ly  a t  once .  In  G eneva ,  a b u d g e t  of  $300,000 a yea r  
w oul d  permi t  the  comple t ion  of the  R B U  in ten  years ,  t h ou gh  
a sum  of $62,000 w o u ld  be needed  to m a k e  the  move  th i t he r . 42

A t  t h i s  t ime ,  a s  th e  f i rs t  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  th e  ev ic t ion  f rom 
the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  ap pr oa che d ,  a deba te  w a s  held in the  Bel ­
g i a n  P a r l i a m e n t  on  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  a n d  the  r e la t io ns  of  
B e lg iu m  w i t h  th e  C o m m i t t e e  frfr In te l le c tu a l  C o-o pe ra t io n .  
J u l e s  Des t rée  w h o  ha d  been appo in ted  the  C om m it t ee  on 
Inte l lec tua l  Co -o p e ra t i o n ’s r epr e se n ta t iv e  on the  I IB Counci l ,  
spo ke  a g a i n s t  th e  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l .  This  w a s  a  b e t r ay a l  in O t ­
le t ' s  view.  In a n  ac t  «whose  b o ld ne s s  I don ' t  deny»,  Ot le t  
repor ted  th a t  he in te r r u p te d  P a r l i a m e n t  upon  th e  re su m pt io n  
o n e  week  l a t e r  o f  th e  d eb a te  in w hic h  D e s t r é e  h a d  spoken .  
H e  r e m in d e d  P a r l i a m e n t  very  s t r o n g l y  «of ou r  ex is tence  a nd  
o u r  hi story.  The  m in is t e r s  -  a n d  th i s  w a s  o ne  of m y  a im s  —  
w e r e  moved  a n d  w e  h a v e  received a  le t t e r  f rom them. . .»43

The  a n n i v e r s a r y  of Ihe evict ion w a s  formal ly  ce lebra ted .  
W h a t  Dewey t h o u g h t  of all th i s  emot ion  of be t raya l ,  r ec r im i­
n a t i o n  a n d  def iance ,  i t  is  h a r d  t o  say .  I t  is  a l so  h a r d  to  sa y  
ho w effective Ot le t  w a s  be in g  in p ro m o t i n g  the  ca us e  of  the 
P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  especia l ly  a f te r  the L e a g u e  qui te  def ini tely 
a g r e e d  t o  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  th e  P a r i s  I n s t i tu te  for  In te l le c ­
t u a l  Co-ope ra t ion .  O t l e t ’s m i n d  w a s  fixed no w on a b a n d o n i n g  
Be lg iu m  a n d  m o v in g  lock, s tock and  bar re l  to Geneva .  Th e re  
had  been a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  the  new  P a r i s  I n s t i tu te  m ig h t  t a k e  
over  the  Ins t i tu t ion  of the  P a l a i s  Mondia l ,  t h o u g h  the  a m o u n t  
of sp a c e  needed  for the  M u s e u m  especial ly ,  w a s  r e g a r d e d  as  
a se r ious  dr aw back . 44 O t l e t  w a s  u n c n th u s i a s t i c  a n d  poss ib ly  
even  susp ic iou s  of th i s  ov e r t u re  m a d e  t h ro u g h  Ju l ien  L ucha i r e .



F renc h  h is tor ian  a nd  one  t ime  Inspec tor -Genera l  for Pub l ic  
In s t r u c t i o n  in F ran ce ,  who  w a s  the  P a r i s  I n s t i t u te ’s Di rec tor  
be tw een  1925 a n d  1931. He  w a s  g o i n g  to leave  « the  door  open»  
to P a r i s  «wi th ou t  r u s h i n g  it», he conf ided  to Dewey.  «The  best  
so l u t ion  is Geneva ,  b u t  Geneva  is imposs ib le  w i th ou t  the A m e r ­
icans .»45 Albe r t  Th om as ,  the  di rec tor  of  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  L a ­
b o u r  Office,  h imse lf  a F r e n c h m a n  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  w r o te  Ot le t  
to Dewey,  h a d  a s s u re d  h im t h a t  Ge ne va  w a s  abso l u t e ly  best .4'1

E a r l y  in 1925 he  i s sued  a br oc hure  abo ut  w h a t  w a s  now  
ca l le d  the M u n d a n e u m .  The  c h a n g e  f rom « M o n d a n e u m »  to 
« M u n d a n e u m »  had  been m a d e  la te  in 1924. The  S e c r e ta r y - G en ­
eral  of  the Un ion  of  Assoc ia t io ns  for the L e a g u e  of  Na t ions ,  
w h o s e  B u l le t in  in 1923 h ad  con ta in e d  the  t r ou bl e so m e r e m a r k s  
a g a i n s t  F ra n c o -B e lg i a n  pol icy in the  Ruhr ,  app ro ved  the 
c h a n g e .  «The  ‘O ’», he said,

d isp le a se d  h um anists .  I am  n o t su re  e v e n  th a t  th e  en d in g  ' c u m ' i s  good 
Latili. It seems to be m o re  Grech, be in g  the transposi t ion  o[ the 
Greek e n d in g  ‘caion’. A s  to the sense  of the  express ion , I w o n d er  if it 
conform s to e tym ology .  'M u n d u s '  in Latin, like 'K osm os '  in Greek, de­
s ig n a ted  in genera l  not the h u m an  w orld  bu t  the to ta l i ty  of the physi­
cal universe  which com prises  the  sky  and the s ta rs .  Now w e a ren ' t  
about to es tab l ish  inte llectual co-opera tion  w ith  the  N ep tu n ian s  or 
even the M ar t ia n s

W h a t e v e r  the phi lolog ical  nicet ies  (R u y s s e n ’s w a s  a s o m e ­
w h a t  p o n d e r o u s  « jeu ») ,  the  br ochu re  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  into E n g ­
l ish,48 a n d  the  n a m e  s tood  (wi th on ly  occas iona l  v a r ia t i o n s )  
a s  M u n d a n e u m  thencefor th.

At Ule end  of J u ly  1925, r ep re se n ta t i v es  of the S u b - C o m ­
mi t te e  on B ib l i o g ra p h y  m e t  a t  B rus se l s  to es tab l i s h  the  o rde r  
in which  should  be per formed the t a s k s  r e c o m m e n d e d  as  
a p p r o p r i a t e  for  the  I IB by th e  C o m m it te e  on  In te l lec tua l  C o ­
op e ra t io n .  F i r s t ,  it w a s  decided,  should  come a s u p p le m e n t  to 
the  I n d e x  B ib l io g ra p h icu s  a wor ld-wide  de rec tory  of  b ib­
l i og raph ica l  se rv ices  the  f irst  edi tion of which,  ed i ted by M a r ­
cel Godet ,  had been i ssued by Th e  H a g u e  in 1925, a nd  a s u b ­
vent ion  of 1,000 S w is s  f r ancs  w a s  a l loca ted  for  this .  Next  c am e  
the  « M a in  C a ta lo g u e »  by a u t h o r ' s  na m e s ,  fol lowed by  the  in ­
fo rm at ion  service,  then the l ib ra r y  a n d  «other  ope ra t ions » ,  
an d  f inal ly,  the  B u l le t in . '9

A sm a l l  m e e t i n g  of  the  I IB Counci l  w a s  held in 1925 at  
which it w a s  decided,  the  s u m  a l loca ted  by  the L e a g u e  p e r m i t ­
t in g  n o th in g  more,  mere ly  to publ i sh  a s i m p le  s u p p le m e n t  lo 

t h e  I n d e x  B ib l io g ra p h icu s  in 1925. A propos a l  t h a t  As ted  
should  a s s u m e  respons ib i l i ty  for  p u b l i s h in g  the I I B  B u lle tin .  
which  had a p p e a re d  from t im e to  t ime  in 1924— 1925 through 
the  e ffor ts  of D onke r  Duyvis,  w a s  rejected on  the  g r o u n d s  th a t  
the B u lle t in  w a s  so  c losely l inked wi th  Ihe Genera l  S e c re ta r ia t  
tha t  it w ou ld  be u nw is e  to s e p a r a t e  them.
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Otle t  a d d re ss ed  th e  m e e t i n g  on a favour i te  subjec t  of  his  
« th e  m i c rop ho to g raph ie  book».  H e  h a d  been very  m uc h  in te r ­
e s ted  in the  not ion as  ear lv  as  1906 and  h a d  co l la bo ra ted  on 
a p a p e r  a b o u t  it then wi th  the inventor ,  Robe r t  Go ldschm idt .5" 
In 1925 they  co l labor a t ed  on a n o th e r  pape r  on the subject .  
Ot le t  recogni sed  the e n o rm o u s  poten t ia l  of m i c r o p h o to g ra p h y  
for  b ib l io gr aphy  a n d  c a ta lo g in g .  H e  bel ieved th a t  it would  
ha s te n  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  the rea l i sa t io n  of  the wo r ld  ne tw o rk  
of do cu m en ta t io n  cen te rs  he h a d  b e g u n  to spe cul a te  about  
be c a u s e  it pe rmi t ted  « an  economy of effort  in the con se rv a t io n  
a n d  d is t r ibu t ion  of d o c u m e n t s  in a w a y  imposs ib le  a t  th e  m o ­
m e n t  wi th  p r e s e n t  m e a n s » .51

D u r i n g  1925 w o rk  p ro g re ss ed  on the  E u r o p e a n  ve rs ion  of 
the Decimal  Cl ass i f ica t ion  (C D ) .  D on ke r  Duvvis  repo r t ed  to 
the Cla ss i f ica t ion  C o m m it t e e  m e e t i n g  tha t  year  t h a t  141 notes  
ab ou t  c h a n g e s  and  ex te ns i ons  ha d  been exc hange d .  I l e  observ­
ed  th a t  l it t le t a ng ib l e  p r o g r e s s  h a d  been m a d e  on  the un if i ­
c a t ion  of  the  A m e r i c a n  a nd  the  E u ro p e a n  ve r s io n s  of  the  C l a s ­
s i f ica t ion ( D C — C D ) ,  g i v in g  as  t h e  m a j o r  r ea so n  the  se r ious  
i l lness  of  D or ca s  Fe l lows.62 D u r i n g  th e  per iod  1924— 1925, Miss  
F e l lo ws  had  worked  h a r d  bu t  un w i l l in g ly  on th e  p ro b le m s  of 
uni f ica t ion.  H e r  t ime  w a s  l imi ted,  however ,  not  only 
be c a u s e  of i l lness,  b u t  b ecau se  of  the  w o rk  of  p re p a ra t i o n  
of th e  tw e l f th  ed i t ion  of the  A m e r i c a n  ve rs i on  of th e  C la ss i f i ­
c a t i o n  (publ i she d  in 1927).53 It w a s  j u s t  a t  th i s  t ime,  a n d  only  
m o m e n ta r i l y ,  t h a t  uni f ica t ion  of  the  tw o  codes  h a d  become 
dis t inc t ly  poss ib le  wi th  the prospec t  of  new edi t ions  of  both 
a n d  an  exp re sse d  des i re for reconc i l ia t ion  of d ifferences .  Don­
k e r  Duyv is  s e n t  M is s  Fe l lo ws  p ro p o sa ls  for ex p an s i o n  a n d  m o d ­
if icat ion of the CD,  bu t  be c a u se  of  p r e s s u r e  of  p r e p a r i n g  the 
1927 ed i t ion  of the  DC, a n d  a g r a d u a l l y  m o u n t i n g  d is t ru s t  th a t  

b e c a m e  a l m o s t  pa thologica l  de te s ta t io n  of  the E u r o p e a n s ,54 she 
h ad  ag reed  to them wi th ou t  much if any  s tudy .  In Europe ,  
w he re  se con d- ha nd  copies of  the tw en ty  year  old f irst  edi tion 
of the C D  w e re  fe tc h in g  as  m uc h a s  $200,55 D onke r  Duyvis  
a nd  Ot le t  we re  be in g  pr e ssed  u r g e n t l y  for a new  edi t ion  and  
th ey  h a s te n e d  with deve lop me nt s  a n d  rev is ions  as  fa s t  as  they 
could,  acce p t i n g  Miss  Fe l lo ws ’ unc r i t i ca l  a pp rov a l  of  the ir  
d ra f t s .  Indeed ,  Donk er  Duyv is  dec ided  to  i s sue  «provis ional  
t ab l e s»  in a few h u n d r e d  copies  of  the  s ec t io ns  m o s t  in d e m a n d  
a s  the y  w e r e  comple ted  to reduce  s om e  of th e  p r e s s u r e  of de ­
m a n d  on  h im.55 The  resu l t  was ,  of  course ,  m o re  d iver gence  
s lo wly  so l id i fy ing  t h ough  the 1927 A m e r ic a n  ed i t ion  did incor ­
p o ra te  so m e  of th e  I IB expans ions .

Tw o m a j o r  p a r t s  of the  E u r o p e a n  C las s i f i ca t i on  were  
formal ly  publ i shed  in 1925, both by  th e  Conci l ium Biblio- 
g r a p h i c u m . 67 H e rb e r t  H a v i l a n d  Field h ad  died in 1921, and 
the  Conci l iu m Bi b l io gr aph ic um  had  fal len into a decl ine.  It
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w a s  briefly re sc ue d  by s u p p o r t  f rom the  A m e r ic a n  N a t io na l  
Research  Counci l ,  the Rocker fe l le r  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  the S w is s  
Soc iety  for the  N a t u r a l  Sc iences ,  but  the Rockerfel le r F o u n d a ­
t ion w i t h d r e w  i ts s u p p o r t  in 1926. T h o u g h  th e  Con ci l ium 
Bi b l io g ra ph ic um  l inge red  on unti l  the  b e g i n n i n g  of the Second 
W o r ld  W ar .  i ts  eventu a l  demise  w a s  a s s u r e d  and ,  wi t h  the  
publ ica t ion  of  these  p a r t s  of the Class i f ica t ion ,  it ceased  to 
p la y  any  real  p a r t  in the  a f fa i r s  of the  I IB.58

E r n e s t  C u s h i n g  R ic h a rd so n  w a s  c h a i r m a n  of th e  A L A ’s 
C o m m i t t e e  on  B ib l io g rap h y  a t  thi s  t ime  a n d  t rave l le d  to  
E u r o p e  prac t ic a l ly  each  y e a r  a f te r  1921 for  a n u m b e r  of  yea rs .  
He  w a s  op t imis t ic  abo u t  the MB’s future.  H e  ha d  a l re ady  
f requent ly  ex p re sse d  his convict ion  of t h e  v a l u e  of the  I IB 
a n d  of  the  usefu ln ess  of  the  R B U  as  a n  in te rn a t i o n a l  f i n d in g  
list.  H e  s a w  no  re a so n  w h y  the  I IB could no t  be su pp or ted  
«by the  fami l i a r  co -opera t ive  me thod» if Go df rey  D ew ey ’s  
e ffor ts  to secu re  l a r g e  sca le  f u n d s  fai led.59 As  he  s a w  it, th e  
m o s t  se r ious  pr obl em  w a s  the real  in te n t i o n s  t o w a r d s  the  
I IB of the  L e a g u e  C o m m i t te e  on  In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t io n  
whose  e n e r g i e s  were  abso rb ed  d u r i n g  1924, 1925 a n d  1926 
by the s e t t i ng  up  of  the  P a r i s  Ins t i tu te  as  i ts  execut ive  o r g a n .  
Shou ld  the Le agu e  tak e  hold of the  IIB «prac t ica l ly» ,  R ic h a rd ­
son  bel ieved th a t  it would  the n  be feasible  for th e  A L A  a l s o  
to come to its suppo r t .60 B u t  even a f te r  the or de r  of t a s k s  h ad  
been a g r e e d  on  in B russ e l s  b y  the  IIB a n d  the L eagu e  C o m ­
mit tee,  a specif ic p r o g r a m  h ad  to be decided upon  a nd  fu nds  
a l loca ted  to s u p p o r t  it. Even tua l ly ,  Ric ha rd so n  w a s  ab le  to get  
the  ALA C o m m it t e e  on  Bi b l iog ra ph y  to a g r e e  t h a t  it w ou ld  
s u p p o r t  th e  I IB w h e n e v e r  it a nd  th e  L e a g u e  «ca me  to an  
a g r e e m e n t  as  to  o p e r a t i o n s  so t h a t  the L e a g u e  C o m m it te e  is 
p r e p a r e d  to  rec om m end  t h ro u g h  the  A m e r ic a n  C o m m i t te e  of 
the League ,  def ini te  so l ic i ta t ion  of fu nd s  for def ini te  ac t i v ­
ities...»61

Late  in 1925 in a m e m o r a n d u m  to P ro fe ss o r  Alf red 
Z im m e rn .  Di rec tor  of  the  Sec tion for G e n e ra l  Affai rs ,  R i c h a r d ­
son  m a d e  a n u m b e r  of  g e n e r a l  p ro p o sa ls  c o n c e r n i n g  b ib l io ­
graph ic a l  w o rk  in the  In s t i tu te  for In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion  
in P a r i s .  H e  c ri t ic ised bo th the  L e a g u e  C om m it t ee ,  whose 
s e c r e ta r ia t  w a s  in G ene va ,  a n d  the  new  In s t i t u te  for  In te l lec­
tua l  Co-op era t ion  for no t  h a v i n g  suf f ic ien t ly  def in i te  ideas 
for e n c o u r a g i n g  in te r na t io na l  co-opera t ion  in b ib l iography ,  and  
«in the  m a t t e r  of  the B rus se l s  Ins t i tu te»,  he w a s  carefu l  to 
insist ,  they  in A m er i ca  «were  looking  wi th  in te res t  to  you r  
ac t io ns  now t h a t  you have  a sec re ta r i a t» . 62 H is  m e m o r a n d u m  
w a s  su b m i t te d  for  c o m m e n t  both to M arce l  Godet ,  w ho h ad  
ac ted  a s  rappor teur  for the S ub -C om m it te e  for  Bib l iography  
in 1924 when the  a g r e e m e n t  be tween  the L e a g u e  a n d  the 
I IB ha d  been d r a w n  up,  a n d  B a r r a u  Dihigo ,  L ib ra r i an  of the
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U ni ver s i ty  of  P a r i s .  Both  te n d ed  to d i s a g r e e  wi t h  R ic h a r d s o n ’s 
proposa ls .  G o d e t  co n t i n u ed  to th in k  t h a t  abov e  al l  else the 
I IB shou ld  be deve loped a s  soon as  poss ib le  into a n  i n te r n a ­
t iona l  b ib l iographica l  cen te r  su p p o r te d  by  the League .  He  
rea l i sed  th a t  «a c om pe te n t  m a n »  w a s  needed  to  c a r r y  ou t  
w h a t  w ou ld  be de l ica te  n e g o t i a t i o n s  be tween  the  League ,  the 
D i rec to rs  of the I IB a n d  poten t ia l  bene fa c to rs  such  as  the 
C a r n e g i e  a n d  Rockerfel ler  F o u n d a t i o n s  f rom w h o m  the su m s  
nec e ss a ry  to  s u p p o r t  th e  c h a n g e s  a n d  d e ve lo pm en t s  env isa ged  
for  th e  I IB m ig h t  be had.  He  reaf f i rmed,  r a t h e r  m o re  direct ly,  
his a w a r e n e s s  of th e  dif ficul t ies t h a t  would  be  enco unt er ed  in 
p u t t in g  in to  effect the p r o g r a m  he h a d  proposed,

difficulties re su l t in g  from the c h arac te r  —  very considerable  indeed —  
of tile p re sen t  directors ,  their  inability  to  limit themselves, their  in t ra n ­
sigence; and  I know tha t  their  u top ian  tendencies  d o  lit t le  to  inspire 
confidence in those  w ho  hold the  purse  s t r ings .  I have proposed  as 
a so lu t ion  to give  them  limited support ,  for c e r ta in  determ ined  tasks  
and  to provide them  w ith  a subsidy dependent  on  s t r ic t  control.

H e  a p p e a le d  e a rn e s t ly  for a se r ious  a t t e m p t  to be m a d e  for 
p rope r  a nd  success fu l  use of the  I IB a n d  i ts resources ,  for 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w e n t  beyond m e re  piety an d  tokenism."5

B a r r a u  Dihigo ,  on the  o th e r  ha n d ,  dec la red  t h a t  a n y  work 
u n d e r t a k e n  by the  D i rec to rs  of the I IB w oul d  be held in s u s p i ­
c ion  by the Di rectors  of  the  w o r l d s ’s  g r e a t  l ib ra r ie s  «who 
cons ider  them incompeten t» .  Th e  c lass if ied  c a ta lo g ,  one  pa r t  
of Ot le t ’s  g r e a t  U n iv er sa l  Bib l iographica l  Reper tory ,  he be­
l ieved to be «use less»,  a nd  the  o ther  m a jo r  par t ,  the au tho r  
c a t a l o g  to require  «minute  revis ion».64 In a su p p le m e n ta ry  
no te  he w e n t  so fa r  as  to sa y  th a t  in h i s  op in ion  the  Di rectors  
of  the  In s t i tu te  for  Inte l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t io n  «would  be
co m p ro m is ed  in a n y  co n t in u a t i o n  of re la t io ns  with 
M. Ot le t» .65

This  la s t  r e m a r k  w a s  s t i m u la te d  by a c o n tre tem p s  be t ­
ween Ot le t  a n d  th e  I n s t i tu te  for  In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion  
c o n c e r n i n g  the  proposed  s u p p le m e n t  to  the  In d e x  Biblio-  
p ra p h icu s .  The  official  m o s t  con ce rned  wi th  thi s,  th e  Ass i s ta n t  
H e a d  of  the  In s t i t u t e ’s  Sc ien ti f ic  Sec tion,  M. De Vos Van  
Steenwi jk ,  t h o u g h t  t h a t  the  s u p p le m e n t  a n d  then  a new  
edi t ion w'ere u rg e n t ,  the  first  ed i t ion  h a v i n g  been m uch cr i t i ­
cised.  H e  s a w  the  te n s io n s  be tween  the  I IB a nd  the  Ins t i t u te  
as  likely to in te r fe re  w i t h ' a  swi ft  conc lus ion  to the  work  a nd
he  proposed  to t rave l  up  to B ru s se l s  to ta lk  wi th  O t le t  a n d
La F o n ta in e  a nd  repor t  his ge ne ra l  im pr ess io ns  to Luchai re ,  
the  I n s t i tu te ' s  Director.  H e  w a s  able,  however ,  on ly  to  meet  
wi th  Ot le t  wi th  w h o m  he held ta lks  d u r i n g  th e  5 th a n d  6th 
of  M arch ,  1926. I le  c a m e  a w a y  from B russ e ls  p rofoundly  
d is turbed .  I l e  w a s  convinced tha t  the e n o rm o u s  p r o g r a m  
of work  u n d e r t a k e n  by Ot le t  and  La F o n t a i n e  at  the  IIB was
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fa r  beyond llieir resources.  H e  b a d  the impr es s io n  t h a t  so
s t r o n g  w a s  their  fee ling of h a v i n g  been  t r ea te d  «unj us t ly  and
u n g r a t e f u l l y  on  v a r io u s  occas ions  a nd  by v a r io u s  par t ies»  
th a t  th e y  were  no lo n g e r  c a p a b le  of  b e i n g  objec t ive  a b o u t  the  
P a r i s  In s t i t u t e  and  ha d  lost  al l  s i g h t  of the i r  ow n faul ts .  He  
w a s  convinced ,  too, t h a t  p er so na l  r e la t io ns  be tween  th e m  and  
e i ther  the  C o m m i t te e  or  the  In s t i t u t e  for In te l lec tua l  C o -o p e ra ­
t ion h ad  de te r io ra ted  to such  a n  ex tent  th a t  co-opera t ion 
be tween  th e m  had  become impossible.  The  1924 a g r e e m e n t ,  in 
w hic h  L e a g u e  su ppor t  to th e  I IB d e p e n d e d  upon res t r ic t ion  
of its work ,  he d iscovered  to have  been deeply an t ip a the t ic  
to the  D i r ec to rs  of  the  I IB.  It

had  been accep ted  by them w i th  bad grace  and.  it  seems, on  the other
hand the CICI [Com m ission  In te rn a t io n a le  de  C oopérat ion  Intellectuel­
le! liad done lit t le  to lessen th is  bad g r a c e . . .

H e  poin ted  out ,  as  a n  in s t an ce  of neglec t  on its part ,  th a t  
the L e a g u e  had  a l lowed over a yea r  to e la p s e  before  in fo rm ­
ing the Di rectors  of th e  IIB as  to t h e  m a n n e r  in which  the 
1924 a g r e e m e n t  m ig h t  be ca r r ie d  out.

The  S u p p le m e n t  to the  In d e x  B ib liograph icus  ha d  been 
u n d e r t a k e n  u n d e r  such  poor f inanc ia l  condi t ions,  he  decided,  
t h a t  there  w a s  no w a y  in wh ich  it could  be well  done ,  a po in t  
Marce l  G ode t  had m a d e  s om e  m o n th s  ear l ie r  w hen  app e a l i n g  
for adeq u a te  su pp or t  for  the  I IB w he n it w a s  c h a r g e d  by the 
L e a g u e  wi th  specif ic t asks .  The  s i tua t ion ,  however ,  w a s  more 
compl ica ted  a n d  u n p l e a s a n t  th a n  this.  The  L e a g u e  h ad  refused 
the B e lg ia ns  a n y  m o re  t ime  to p r e p a re  the  w ork  tha n  
or ig i na l ly  a g r e e d  on, t h ou gh  there  had  been a cons id erab le  
de lay  in g e t t in g  it s t a r te d .  As  to j u s t  w h a t  the  real  s t a t e  of 
a f fai rs  w as ,  de  Vos  V a n  S teenw i jk  w a s  u n c le a r  b ecau se  of 
lack of suff icient  c om m un ic a t i on  be tw een  the S e c re t a r ia t  for 
In te rn a t io na l  Inte l lectua l  Co-ope ra t io n  in Ge ne va  a n d  the 
Ins t i t u t e  in Par i s .  W h a t  w a s  c lear ,  however,  w a s  t h a t  Otlet ,  
h ighly  incensed  ye t  a g a i n  w i th  Ihe L eague ,  p roposed  to i ssue  
th e  S u p p le m e n t  at the  I IB' s  ow n ex pe ns e  wi th a pr eface  in 
which he in tended  to expla in  ful ly the diff icult ies t h a t  had 
occu r r ed  be tween  the IIB a n d  the  L e a g u e  over  th e  mat te r .  
This  d i s t u rb ed  de Vos  V a n  S teenwi jk  b ecau se  « p e rh a p s  w r o n g  
is on  both s ides».110

Th ere  w a s  r a th e r  a f l u r r y  in Gene va  upon  receip t  of  de 
Vos V a n  St een w i j k ’s repor t ,  for La F o n ta in e  h a d  informed the 
S e c re ta ry  of the I n te r n a t io n a l  C om m it t ee  for Inte l lec tua l  
Co-ope ra t ion  in Ge ne va  t h a t  the s u p p le m e n t  w a s  f ini shed  and  
ready  for p r in t in g .  I t  seemed difficult ,  a s  a resul t ,  for  the 
L eagu e  now to re p u d ia te  p aym en t  for  it a s  de V o s  Van  
St eenwi jk  seemed to th ink  it h ad  been dec ided  to do.67 De 
Vos  V a n  St eenw i jk ,  however ,  t h o u g h t  La F o n ta in e  w as ,  in 
fact,  not  au courant  wi t h  th e  real  s t a t e  of  af fai rs .  Ot le t
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h a d  ac tu a l l y  read  from a le t te r  f rom the  Se c re t a ry  of the 
C om m it t ee  re fu s in g  to g r a n t  the de lay reques ted  a n d  p ro p o s ­
ing  to pay cos t  inc ur red  only  unti l  the  1st J a n u a r y ,
1926—250 S w i s s  f rancs .  It w a s  this le t ter  t h a t  had de te rmin ed  
Ot le t  to conc lud e  the w o rk  a t  the  ex pe nse  of  the  I IB and  
«expose» the  L e a g u e  in a pre face of  w hic h  de Vos  Va n S t e e n ­
wi j k  h ad  seen  the  proofs.  W h e n  th e  work  w a s  issued,  hu r r ied ly  
a n d  imperfect ly ,  Ma rce l  Godet ,  ed i to r  of the  f ir s t  Edi t ion,  
re fused  to h a v e  h is  n a m e  a ssoc ia ted  wi th  it.68

The  preface  ind ica ted  th a t  in fo rmat ion  h ad  been incorpo­
ra t ed  into the  S u p p le m e n t  a s  received wi th ou t  ver if icat ion,  
ampl i f ica t ion ,  o r  cons is ten t  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  of t i t l es  in
non- rom an  a lphabe ts .

These in su rm o u n tab le  difficulties have  resulted  irom  the  fact th a t  the 
Accounting  Services of the  League  of N a t io n s  considered tha t  Ihe sum 
voted by the Assembly of 1925 for b ibliographical work, w a s  intended 
to cover  only the costs  of p r in t in g  the In d ex  B ib liographicus  and  its 
Supplem ent,  w ithou t  a n y  provision  w h a tev e r  for ati indem nity  for the 
work  of p repara tion ,  se lection o r  verif ication  which is imposed on and  
exacted by a n y  se r ious  b ibliographical work.69

The  ve rs i on  in E n g l i s h  of  de Vos  Van  S te e n w i j k ’s  repor t  
of h i s  visi t  to Brusse l s ,  which  wen t  to Ric ha rd so n  a n d  which 
inco rpora t ed  s u g g e s t i o n s  f rom G odel  a n d  the op in ions  of 
B a r r a u  Dihigo .  w a s  r a th e r  d if ferent  f rom the  conf ident ia l  
do cu me nt  su b m i t te d  to  the  Direc tor  of the  P a r i s  Ins t i tu te .  
In the  En gl i sh  repor t ,  de Vos  V a n  St een w i jk  took p a i n s  to 
s t r e s s  the  comple te ly  u nb ia sed  n a t u r e  of  his s t u d y  of the 
Br us se l s  s i tua t io n ,  his  conc lus ion s  be in g  ba se d  on c o n s u l t a ­
t ions  wi th  a gr ea t  m a n y  people  a s  well  a s  wi th  Otle t ,  and  
d ra w n ,  indeed,  p a r t l y  from R ic h a r d s o n ’s ow n repor t s .  The 
first  point  lo be m ade ,  in his v iew, w a s  tha t  it w a s  ur g en t l y  
ne c e ss a ry  « to res tore con f idence  in the  I IB b ecau se  it h a s  
been badly  sh a t te red» .  The  mere  r a i s i n g  of funds  would  not  
h a v e  thi s  effect b ecau se  of  th e  lack of co-opera t ion  between 
the  I IB a nd  th e  Di rectors  of  the  w o r l d ' s  g r ea t  l ibrar ies.  Nor 
wou ld  a d d i n g  m e m b e r s  to t h e  I IB ' s  Execut ive  Com mi t te e ,  a 
move  Richa rdson  w a s  h imse l f  un de rs to od  to h a v e  recommended ,  
be enough .  The  n ecessa ry  conf idence

can  on ly  be  rega ined  by p u t t in g  the  en ti re  responsib i li ty  for  the  I1B_, 
or at least  fo r  sueli p a r t s  a s  a re  to be  pa tron ised  by  the  League  of 
N ations ,  o n  the  shoulders  of  a new  m a n  of recognised  authori ty  
a m o n g  l ib ra r ians  . . .
At p resen t  d irec t  co-opera tion  be tw een  the  I IB  and  the C IC I  is im ­
possible, if on ly  for personal  motives.  Too m uch  ill feeling has  been 
sto red  up. '0

Ric ha rd so n  did not  at  once  r ise  to  the  ba i t ,  never  d id to the 
idea t h a t  he mi gh t  become w h a t  he  ca l led th e  «Dic ta to r  of 
the Dic tators» .  He  repea t ed  t h a t  they  in A m er ic a  were  w a i t i n g  
for  th e  L e a g u e  to ac t  before they  w ou ld  a t t e m p t  to do so.
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H e  w a s  d i s appoi n t ed  th a t  the In s t i t u t e  h a d  not  un de rs to od  
t h a t  he h a d  s u g g e s t e d ,  in fact,  a compl e t e  r e -o rga ni sa t i on  of 
the  I IB ' s  Execut ive  C o m m it te e  «so a s  to h a v e  a m a jo r i t y  of 
effect ive me n r e p re s e n t i n g  the  League ,  the  A m er ica n  Library  
Assoc ia t ion  and  o th e r  po ten t ia l ly  a g g r e s s i v e  fac to rs  who  
m ig h t  k ind ly  but  f i rmly cont rol  a n d  direct  the  en e rg ie s  of the 
minor i ty .» Indeed,  de Vos  V a n  St een w i j k ' s  repor t  s u g g e s t e d  
to  him t h a t  it mi gh t  be best  to have  the  I IB dec l a r ed  b an k r u p t  
and  p laced in the  h a n d s  of a Receiver.  In thi s  w a y  i ts t a n g ib le  
a s s e t s  m ig h t  be se ized  a n d  ef fect ive r e -o rg a n i s a t i o n  achieved.  
As  this  w a s  not  likely, the  on ly  so lu t io ns  w e re  t hose  a l r e a d y  
proposed:  « c on t ingen t  g r a n t s ,  direct  co-opera t ion  a n d  mora l  
sup por t» . 71 Not  lo n g  a f te r  this ,  he s t r e s se d  t h a t  he  s a w  the  
c o ns t r uc t iv e  w o r k i n g  o u t  of the  «B ru sse l s  p rob lem»  a s  one  of 
the  In s t i t u t e ’s  m a j o r  problems,  if not  i ts  c en t r a l  one,  because  
al l  in te rn a t io n a l  in te l lec tua l  co -opera t ion  u l t im ate ly  res ted,  he 
bel ieved,  on  th e  co r n e r s to n e  of  b ib l iog raph ic  co-opera t ion.  «To 
m a n y  of us over  here»,  he  wrote ,  «i t  se em s a s o r t  of  acid tes t  
of  you r  c o m m it t ee  a n d  th e  ne w Ins t i tu te .  Th e  t a s k  is in your  
h a n d s  by  v ir tue  of your  c o m m i tm e n t s  a n d  espec ia l ly  the  record­
ed a g r e e m e n t» .72

However ,  s t a l e m a te ,  desp i te  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  to  be good 
in ten t ion s  wi th i n  th e  P a r i s  Ins t i tu te ,  w a s  in ev i ta b le  a t  thi s  
t im e  b ecau se  of the  pe rs ona l i t i e s  involved,  espec ia l ly  th a t  of 
Otlet ,  host i le ,  persecu t ion  prone ,  convinced  of h a v i n g  been let 
down once a g a i n ,  of h a v i n g  been bet rayed.  In J u l y  1926, 
Des t rée  asked  to be rel ieved of his posi t ion as  the Le agu e  
r epr e se n ta t iv e  on  th e  I IB Execut ive  Com mit t ee .  H i s  r e s i g n a ­
t ion w a s  accepted  a n d  the C o m m it t e e  ori Inte l lectual  Co-oper ­
a t ion decided not  to ap po in t  a r ep l acem en t  b u t  to rev iew its 
a g r e e m e n t  wi th  the  I IB wi th  the  hope of f in d in g  so m e  a l t e r ­
na t iv e  m o da l i t y  for  co -opera t ion .73

T H E  SYNTHETICA L M OVEM ENT

The work  of r e c o n s t i t u t in g  the  P a l a i s  M on dia l ,  now the 
M u n d a n e u m ,  proceeded  slowly.  Ot le t  s e e m s  to h a v e  s pent  a 
good  deal  of h i s  t ime  on s t u d y  a n d  w r i t i n g  a n d  in p a r t i c i p a t ­
ing  in a n u m b e r  of  conferences  such as  the f irst  Psycho- 
soc iological  C o n g r e s s  in P a r i s , 74 a n d  an  In te rn a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  
of  Ac co un t ing .75 Above  all. however,  Ot le t  w ork ed  for  w h a t  
he  ca l led the  «synthet ica l  m ov e m e n t»  in w hic h  lay his 
l o ng - s t and in g ,  s t e a d y  bond wi th  P a t r i ck  Geddes .  I l e  b e g a n  to 
explore i ts imp l ica t ions  for educa t ion .  In 1926, he propo sed  to 
se t  up a n  In te rna t i ona l  M u s e u m - C e n te r  for E du ca t io n  wi thin  
the  M u n d a n e u m ,  a n d  p repa red  a ra t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of it and  
w h a t  he t h o u g h t  m o d e r n  ed uca t io n  shou ld  be  like in te r m s  
of his no t ions  of «u n iv e rs a l i s t  syn the s i s» .76 H is  u n d e r ly in g
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p r e m i s e  w a s  expressed  in a s lo g a n :  «for  un iv e rs a l  c ivi l isat ion,  
u n i v e r s a l i s t  e du ca t io n» .77 F o r  the k ind  of sy nth es i s - or ien ted  
•education he proposed,  g r e a t  e m p h a s is  needed  to be p laced  
o n  te a c h in g  m ed ia .  Th e re  should be, he bel ieved,  «didact ic  
c h a r t s  a n d  ta b le s»  which  d isp layed  d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,  s c h e m a ­
t ical ly a nd  therefore in a simpli f ied  form, all that  h ad  to he 
taugi i t .  M oreover  lie showed h imse l f  to be  f i rmly  convinced  of 
th e  v a l u e  of film in t each ing .  «Visua l i sa t ion  on the  sc reen  
-will become a fu n d a m e n ta l  t e a c h i n g  method»,78 he dec la red .  
At the M u s e u m - C e n te r  would  be  es tab l i sh ed  a f ind ing  list of 
im p o r t a n t  edu ca t io na l  m a te r i a l s ,  a n d  the  p ro b le m s of p r e p a ­
r i n g  a n d  d i s t r ib u t i n g  a b s t r a c t s  of  th is  m a te r i a l  w e re  careful ly  
e x a m i n e d  in his s tudy.  A col lect ion of syl lab i ,  an thologies ,  
a n n o t a t e d  b ib l iog raphie s ,  and ,  one ima gin es ,  t ext -books , would 
b e  b e g u n  also.  S u m m i n g  up  one  m a j o r  po in t ,  O t l e t  expressed  
b i s  a pp rec ia t io n  of th e  poten t ia l  v a l u e  in ed uca t io n  of recent  
t e ch n o lo g ic a l  deve lop men ts .  He  wrote :

M echnanical in s t ru m en ts :  these  in s t ru m e n ts  will  have a  g r e a t  fu ture  In 
teaching. They are  au tom a tic  auxil iaries  to  the  teacher, the  extension 
of the  w o rd  and  the  book. W ithou t  a  doubt ,  they  are  a lo n g  w a y  from 
b e in g  perfect, bu t  w ha t  m arve llous  p ro g res s  i ias a lready  been m ade  
The g ram o p h o n e  h a s  ass is ted  the  t ea ch in g  of l a n g u a g e  g rea t ly  . . .  It 
can  do  the  sam e  for music. The P ian o la  will  perm it  the  acquisit ion ol 
a n  ex tens ive  know ledge  of music,  of w o rk s  which one should  hear. 
M achines  for p ro jec ting  fixed d isposit ive  p la te s  or  m icrofilms (photo­
scope),  the c inem a in black and  white and  in colour,  w ith  texts in te r ­
spersed  in the  film with the possibility  of in te r ru p t in g  it, will allow 
knowledge  of th in g s  a n d  a c t io n s  which should  be seen.
The radio  (b ro ad c a s t in g  . . . )  w ith  i ts  personal  a p p a ra tu s  and  i ts  great  
speakers .  Its musica l  p ro g ram s ,  i ts  lectures, i ts  courses, will  permit 
one to be in d irec t  con tac t  w ith  the  ou ts ide  world, to receive m essages ,  
to observe the usefulness  of  foreign  lan g u a g es ,  to a t tem p t  to u n d e r ­
s ta n d  them  . . .
New Teaching Equipm ent:  educa tion  based  o n  the considera tions  devel­
oped here  will necess i ta te  the development of t each in g  m ate ria ls .  The 
poor m ate ria l  which educa tiona l  e s tab l ishm en ts  use  to-day,  will  no 
longer  be sa t is fac to ry .78

O tl e t  e n v is a g e d  the  produc t io n  of n e w  k in ds  of text  books by 
in te rn a t io na l  co-operat ion a n d  in the  next  few yea r s  he himself  
w o r k e d  on the  product ion  of such  m a te r i a l .  Wi th  all th e  new 
ma te r ia l s ,  new methods ,  the  e n l a r g e d  a im s ,  t e ach i ng  e s t a b ­
l i s hme n ts  would  become, he bel ieved,  «a l it t le world».

a  m icrocrosm, schools  for in fan ts  a t  the  p r im ary  level, colleges,  lycées, 
a thénées  for y o u n g  people at the  seco n d ary  level. S ta t ic  objects,  func­
t ion ing  objccis, m ate r ia ls  to be observed, experim ented  with,  used fot 
construction ,  simple c h a r t s  fo r  the  c lass  room  cupboard ,  a laboratory ,  
a  workshop, the  school m useum . In the  form of m a n u a l s  and  publi­
cat ions  this m ate ria l  should  be  th e  result  of collective work, of a c o n ­
t in u o u s  co llabora t ion  involv ing  teachers  of a ll  countries ,  of  all  levels, 
a n d  oi every  educa tiona l  specia li ty.80

C h a r t s ,  d i a g r a m s ,  sc h e m a s  had  a p a r t i c u l a r  im po r t anc e  
f o r  Otle t .  They  p ermi t te d  the  r ep re sen ta t io n  of  complex who les
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s im p ly  a n d  comple te ly  so th a t  they  were  v a lu a b le  both for 
educa t ion a l  a n d  p r o p a g a n d i s t  purposes .  H i s  interest  in this  
m e th od  c rys ta l l i se d  a f te r  the  W ar ,  thoug h i ts b e g i n n i n g s  can 
be seen in i l lus t ra t ive  ma ter ia l  p repared  on the In te rna t iona l  
C en te r  before the W ar .81 The  me thod  w a s  developed in s e t t i ng  
up the  M use um ,  a n d  o w es  a g r e a t  dea l  conce pt ua l ly  to Gedd es
a nd  prac t ica l ly ,  on e  im agi nes  to the  e m p lo y m e n t  of  a n  a r t i s t
on  the  M u s e u m  staf f ,  Al f red  Car l i e r .  Fo r  Geddes ,  «Graphics»,
a s  he  ca l led it, w a s  a sub jec t  of  the  g r e a t e s t  in te res t  and
w o r k i n g  on it used to g ive  him a m u s e m e n t  on  his long 
voyages .  In 1923 he  g a v e  B e rg so n  a «sol id  lesson»  in it, and 

com m e n te d  to Otle t .  a p p e a r e d  to be «m u c h  taken  
wi th  it». In 1926. Ot le t  h imse l f  p r e se n t e d  a r epor t  p r epa red  
by the  «gr aph ie s»  m e th od  on the  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t a t e  of 
b ib l io gr aphy  to the s ix th  C o n g r e s s  of Indus t r ia l  C he m is t ry  in 
F a r i s .  Ta b le s  wi th  a m i n i m u m  of s o m e w h a t  d i sco nne c te d  text  
sh ow ed  the  r e la t io nsh ip  of  the un iverse ,  th e  mind ,  sc ience  a nd  
the  book; how the  book rep re se n t ed  the  wo r ld  and  how  c o m ­
m uni ca t io n  of  v a r io u s  k i nds  took place;  the  pr inc ip les  a nd  
d e s id e r a ta  of the  un iversa l  b ib l iog raph ic  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of in ­
tel lectual  work ;  a s p e c ts  a n d  p a r t s  of d oc um ent a t io n ;  the  Deci­
m a l  Cla ss i f ica t ion ;  a nd  the  un iversal  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of docu­
m e n ta t i o n .83

D u r i n g  thi s  per iod the co l la bo ra t io n  of Ot le t  a n d  Ged des  
w a s  very  s t r o n g .  They co r r e sp ond ed  f requent ly  and  v is i ts  
w e r e  e x c h a n g e d  be tween  Br usse ls .  E d i n b u r g h  a n d  Montpe l l ie r  
w he re  Gedd es  ha d  founded the Co l lè ge  des Ecossa is ,  a n  « in t e r ­
na t iona l  un ive rs i ty  residence» in I924.8« In 1925 G e d d e s  hoped 
to get  a n u m b e r  of  sc h o la r s  a n d  in t e l lec tua ls  to p r e p a re  a 

Pa Per ,s for ‘he Soc io log ica l  R e v ie w  to a p p e a r  du r in g  
1926 t h r o u g h  1929. These  p a p e r s  w o u ld  have ,  he  hoped,  the 
ge ne ra l  un i fy ing  a im  of « r e s u m é in g  into on e  g e n e r a l i s e d  view 
of c o n t e m p o r a r y  civi l i sa t ion ,  the  spec ia l i sed  a p p r o a c h e s  of the 
socio logica l  subsc iences» .  It w a s  propos ed  t h a t  Ot le t  should 
w r i te  on  «tile P r e s e n t  Wor ld S i tu a t io n  v iewed a s  T r ans i t i on  — 
th e  T r ans i t i on  in Europe» ,  a n d  on  « the Civil  Role  of the 
P a l a i s  Mond ia l » .85 O t l e t  a p p e a r s ,  however,  to h a v e  s t r e s se d  the 
need for s o m e t h i n g  even  more  gene ra l ,  w h a t  he ca l led  «Studia  
Synth e t ica :  an  A t l a s  Encyclopedia  Sy nth e t ica ,  a n d  a n  A n th o ­
logie S yn th é t ique  des Sc iences»88 a n d  the  pro jected c o l l a b o ra ­
t ion did not  eventua te .

Otle t ,  however ,  s t ud ie d  w a y s  of  m o v in g  fo rward ,  in d e ­
pend en t ly  of  Geddes ,  t o w a r d s  ach ie v in g  the  synthe s i s ,  the 
encyc lopedia,  he so  m uc h desi red  to see  c r ea ted . '  D u r in g  the 
w in te r s  of  1923. 1924 and  1925 he lectured on «universal i sni»  
a t  the  School  of  H i g h e r  S tu d ie s  of the N e w  U n iv e rs i t y  of 
B r u s s e l s  in the  c rea t ion  of w hich  he had  been tem pt ed  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in 1894. D u r i n g  these  th ree  w i n t e r s  he  repea te d
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a  se r i e s  of fifteen lec tures  on  the subjec t ,  and ,  a s  he w ro te  
to  G e d d e s  in 1925, h a v i n g  del ivered the  se r ie s  th ree  t imes  he  
w oul d  like to  de l iver  it yet  a four th.  It is necessa ry ,  he 
ex p la in ed  « to  go  ove r  the  s a m e  ideas,  to deepen them,  to 
c las s i f y  th e m  be tter ,  to c or re la te  them,  to f ind  a m o re  lively 
expre ss i on  for them,  to s impl i fy  thei r  p r e se n ta t io n ,  a n d  above  
all to m ake  them less  ‘lo ca l ’».87 H e  pub l i shed  a n  ou t l ine  of 
the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of su b je c ts  in  a n d  v isua l  m a te r ia l  ava i la b l e  
on  « the  Encyc lop ed ia  a nd  S y n t h e s i s  of  K nowl edge»  for which 
he w a s  w o rk in g .88 H e  em b a rk e d  on a p r o g r a m  of u s in g  
mi crof i lm to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the  re su l t s  of syn the t ic  act ivi ty 
in the  M u n d a n e u m .  «For  the d if fusion of th e  w orks  and 
col lect ion of  the Center ,  tw o col lect ions»,  he a n n o u n c e d ,  «have  
been b e g u n  s im u l ta neo us ly .  The  f irst  is in microscopic  format  
( 1 4 X 1 8  m rn s . ) , E n cyc lo p ed ia  M icropho tica  M u n d a n e u m .  The 
second  is in cha r t  fo rm a t  ( 6 4 x 6 7  cms. ) ,  E ncyc lo p ed ia  U n iver­
sa l is  A l la s  M u n d a n e u m ,..».89 T en  ye a r s  la te r  h u n d r e d s  of 
mic rof i lm s  a n d  a g r e a t  m a n y  c h a r t s  w e re  a v a i l a b le  for 
p u r c h a s e  on  all k inds  of su b je c ts  re la ted  to the col lect ions  
of  th e  M u n d a n e u m . 00

T H E  LAST Q U IN Z A IN E  INTER N A TIO N A LE

O n e  p a r t ic u l a r  p reoccupat ion  of O t le t ’s  in 1926 w a s  the 
idea of  h o l d i n g  a n o t h e r  Q u i n z a i n e  I n te r n a t i o n a le  in 1927 at 
th e  M u n d a n e u m .  P e r h a p s  he hoped  to r e a w a k e n  th e  in te res t  
t h a t  h a d  gr ee te d  t h i s  v e n tu re  on  i ts  first  a p p e a r a n c e  in 1921, 
a n d  to ca tc h  up  on  the s u p p o r t  lost be tw een  1924 a n d  1927. 
C onfe re nc es  of the IIB, the  UIA a n d  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i ­
ve r s i ty  w e re  sc hedule d  for the period be tw een  th e  17th and  
the  30th J u ly  1927.01 The  sca le  of ac t iv i ty  of  th e  Con ferences  
a n d  th e  se ss ion  of the  U n iv e r s i ty  w a s  m uch reduced,  however,  
a n d  th e  Q u i n z a i n e  produced  n o th in g  n e w  for a n y  of t h e  th ree  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  D isc uss i ons  an d  re so lu t io ns  w e re  s im i la r  to 
those  of p rev io us  Confe rences ,  except  th a t  the  repe t i t ion  and 
the  ev idence  s u r r o u n d i n g  the  p a r t i c ip a n ts  of  inef fectual i ty,  
m u s t  h a v e  m a d e  th e m  seem r a t h e r  hol low.  Indeed ,  there  w a s  
so m e th in g  empt i ly  repe ti t ive  ab ou t  the w ho le  v e n tu re  a nd  it 
m a r k e d  the  las t  sess ion of O t l e t ’s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Univ er s i ty  
and  th e  e nd  of  the  UIA,  which  held no  fur the r  i n te rn a t io na l  
conferences .  Ot le t  con t in ue d  to publ i sh  oc cas io na l ly  in the  
n a m e  of the  UIA;  m e e t i n g s  of r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  of the A sso ­
c i a t io ns  wi th  offices a t  the  M u n d a n e u m  cont inued  to be  held;  
a n d  O t l e t  pers i s ted  in a t t e m p t i n g  to m a i n t a i n  th e  M u n d a n e ­
um, which  h a d  or ig ina te d  a s  the  UIA 's  in te r na t iona l  center ,  
un t i l  h i s  dea th .  B u t  effect ively,  the U I A  h a d  become mor ibund  
in 1927. I t  w a s  rev ived  a f te r  t h e  S econd  W o r ld  W a r  and ,
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w i th  a l imi ted and  rea l i s t i c  p r o g r a m ,  n o w  en jo y s  c ons id e r ­
a b l e  success.

Th e  I IB,  however ,  con t in ued  to  show s i g n s  of  a v ig or ous  
n e w  life. La te  in 1926, the  new  edi t ion  of th e  E u r o p e a n  
C las s i f ic a t i on  s t a r t e d  to c om e  off t h e  pr e ss  a n d  a b o u t  500 p a g e s  
of  it, up to the end  of C l a s s  5,  N a tu ra l  Sc iences ,  w a s  p re sen t ed  
to th e  I IB ' s  Conference .  A not he r  im p o r t a n t  piece of bus in ess  
d ea l t  w i th  a t  thi s  Confe re nce  w a s  the dec ision to accept  the  
Br i t i s h  Soc ie ty  for In te rn a t i o n a l  Bi b l io gr aphy  ( B S I B )  a s  the 
Br i t ish  na t i o n a l  sect ion of the Ins t i tu te .  The  Soc ie ty w a s  
forma l ly  cons t i tu ted  iri London la te r  in D ecemb er  1927 by 
S a m u e l  Bradford ,  then Depu ty-keeper  of th e  Sc ience  M u s e u m ’s 
Library ,  A la n  Pol la rd ,  P ro fe sso r  of Op t ica l  E n g i n e e r i n g  a t  the 
Imper ia l  Col lege  of  Sc ience a n d  Technology ,  a n d  o thers.  
P o l l a r d  w a s  e lected i ts Pres iden t .  The 11B decided to  re serve  
i ts P r e s i d e n c y  to a n  E n g l i s h m a n  for the 1927— 1928 te rm a n d  it 
w a s  accepted  by  Pol la rd .

The  y e a r  1927, desp i te  the  in s ig n i f icance  of th e  Fo u r th  
Q u in z a in e  In te r na t io na le ,  is of im p o r ta n c e  in the  h i s tor y  of 
the  I IB b ecau se  it m a r k e d  a s t a g e  in the deve lopm en t  of 
its n e w  life, a n d  the  end ( t h o u g h  thi s  did no t  become fully 
c le a r  un ti l  1932) of its do m in a t io n  by O t l e t  a n d  La  Fon ta i ne ,  
a s  c o m p a r e d  with the UIA a nd  t h e ’ I n te r n a t i o n a l  Univ er s i t y  
w h ic h  h ad  a t  l as t  succ um bed,  as  it were,  u n d e r  O t l e t ’s  h a n d s  
in the  va s t  ha l l s  of the  M u n d a n e u m .

The  few B u l le t in s  i s sued in 1924 and  1925 h a d  been 
p re pa red  by D on ke r  Duyv is  at  s om e  f inanc ia l  loss.92 They 
in t roduc ed  a new  tone  in I IB publ i sh ing .  They  w e re  n e c e s s a ­
r i ly brief,  but  they  p re sen ted  at  the  s a m e  t ime com pre he ns ive  
a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  ob jec t ive  a ccou n t s  of 11B act ivi t i es.  These  
repo r t s  ca re fu l ly  ref lected the  I IB ' s  new s t a tu te s .  Counci l  
M ee t in gs ,  A ss e m b ly  Meet ings ,  C las s i f i ca t io n  C o m m i t t e e  and  
o ther  C o m m it te e  m e e t i n g s  were  all ca re ful ly  ident if ied.  As 
D o n k e r  Duyvis  w r o te  to Godfrey  Dewey,  he  h a d  d o n e  h is  best  
to use the  ne w m a chi ne ry  set  up in 1924 for  th e  smooth  
func t i o n in g  of th e  Inst i tute .  H e  co r r e sp on ded ,  for  example ,  
w'ith r eg iona l  se c re ta r ie s  and  re l ied  upon  th e m  to  p a s s  ne ces ­
s a r y  in f or ma t io n  on to the ir  memb er s .  Otlet ,  however ,  t ended 
to ign ore  al l  these  a r r a n g e m e n t s  and  go  his o w n  way.  «For  
s om e  t ime»,  sa i d  D onke r  Duyvis ,  «I t r i ed  to e d u c a t e  M. Ot le t  
to m o re  accuracy ,  bu t  at  t h a t  m o m e n t  I myse l f  h a d  forgot ten  
a b a g  of  documents . . .  so  I h a v e  no more  the c o u r a g e  to m o r ­
a l i se  on m y  fel low m a n ' s  p ro m p tn e ss » .93

In these  years ,  the  r epo r t s  p re pa red  by O t l e t  l acked  the 
c la r i ty ,  prec is ion a nd  objec t ivi ty  of ton e  of th os e  of  Donker  
Duyvis.  Not  on ly  did he  ign ore  the  n e w  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of  the 
I IB, his tho ugh t  re m a in ed  f i rmly anc ho re d  to th e  concept  of 
t h e  I IB a s  em be dde d  in the  in s t i tu t iona l  s e t t i n g  of th e  P a l a i s
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M ondia l .  He  w ou ld  not  o r  could no t  g r a s p  the  fact t h a t  in 
the  la te  1920s the  11B h ad  to find new d i r ec t ions  a n d  w a s  
g r a d u a l l y  but  qu i te  def ini te ly  be co mi ng  i n d e p e n d e n t  of  h i m  as  
i t  d id so,  both in t e r m s  of i ts  new r eg iona l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a nd  
i ts  e m p h a s is  on  the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  O t le t ' s  un iversa l i s t  
a n d  ce n t r a l i s t  a p p ro a c h  soon be cam e  i r re le v an t  to the  new 
faces  a p p e a r i n g  wi t h in  the IIB.

O n e  of  these  w a s  Alan  Po l la rd ' s ,  I IB P re s id e n t  for
1927— 1928. P o l l a r d  ha d  been in t e res ted  in the  I IB a n d  the 
Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  s ince  1908 w he n  he ha d  m a d e  O t l e t ’s 
a c q u a i n t a n c e  and  looked over the  I IB in Br us se l s . 94 Af te r the 
W a r  he  b e g a n  to t r a n s l a t e  a n d  deve lop those  p a r t s  of the  CD 
d e a l i n g  wi th  opt ics  a n d  l igh t  for appl ica t ion  to the  index of 
t h e  T ransac tions  of the  O pt ic a l  Society.  H is  acco unt  of the 
c la ss i f i ca t io n  a n d  his t r a n s l a t i o n  of the ta b l es  w a s  publ ished 
in 1926.95 H e  w as ,  therefore,  no  newcomer  to the I IB or  to 
the  Universa l  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  H i s  leadersh ip  du r in g  
h is  several  t e r m s  a s  P re s id e n t  w a s  v igorous ,  in tel l igen t  and  
cou r te ou s ,  a n d  it b r o u g h t  the 11B f irmly out  of th e  s h a d o w  
of  i ts  pas t .

A sad ,  symb ol i ca l  e n d i n g  of  the  old or de r  in the  11B w as  
t h e  de a th  repor ted  by Ot le t  to its 1928 me e t in g ,  of Louis 
M a s u r e  wh o h a d  been i ts  Se c re ta ry  in B rus se l s  lor  over  
t h i r ty  years .  « O w i n g  to the  c i r cums tance» ,  O t l e t  observed ,  
«i t  h a s  not  been possible  to rep lace  him».90
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C h a p t e r  X I I I  

C H A N G E ,  N E W  D I R E C T I O N S

P O L L A R D  A N D  A S T R E N G T H E N E D  IN S T IT U T E

The  I I B ' s  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  in 1928 took p lace  in Co lo g n e  
u n d e r  th e  pre s id ency  ol  Alan  Pol la rd .  The  b u s in e s s  before 
i t  a r o s e  p a r t ly  f rom Ot l e t ’s ac t ivi t i es  d u r i n g  the  ye ar ,  a nd  
p a r t l y  f rom some s u g g e s t i o n s  for  c h a n g e  in th e  Ins t i t u te  
p r o p ou nded  by P o l l a r d  himself .

D u r i n g  the y e a r  Ot le t  ha d  co n t i n u ed  to  publ ic ise  his  
p l a n s  for  m o v i n g  the  M u n d a n e u m  to  G eneva .  H e  publ i sh ed  
a  ne w s t u d y  of  these  to ac c o m p a n y  a rch i te c tu ra l  d r a w i n g s  by 
Le  Co rb us ie r  of the proposed  Cen te r -C i ly  the re .1 I l e  examin ed ,  
also,  the  possibi l i ty  of c r e a t i n g  a lmos t  im me dia te ly  a t  Geneva  
a n  In te rn a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  which could become a cen ter  for 
un iv e rs a l  d o c u m e n ta t i o n  th r o u g h  the  co -opera t ion  of the I IB,  
t h e  UIA a n d  o th e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 2 H e  a l s o  co n t i n u ed  to n e g o ­
t i a t e  the  fu tu re  of the  R B U .  H e  a p p e a r e d  to  h a v e  accepted  a 
propos i t ion  f rom Ric ha rd so n  in A m er ic a  t h a t  the  R B U  could 
be developed a p a r t  f rom the o ther  UIA— IIB  col lect ions,  a 
s e p a r a t i o n  an t i c ip a te d  a s  e a r l y  a s  the  1920 Confe re nce  of  the 
I IB.  There  w a s  now  no  s u g g e s t i o n  of d i s c o n t i n u i n g  it, on ly  of 
m o v in g  it. I t  had  been sa id  t h a t  the  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  did 
n o t  imp leme nt  the  1924 a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the  I IB b ecau se  of 
l ack  of confidence  in the  I I B ’s a dm in is t r a t io n .  W h a t  w a s  
needed,  Ric ha rd son  m a i n t a i n e d ,  be ing,  of course ,  fully a p p r i s ­
ed  of the a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  the IIB in the  P a r i s  In s t i t u t e  w a s  
«s om e m e th od  of op e ra t io n  which  woul d  g iv e  we ig h t  to the a d ­
m in i s t r a t i o n  of the re pe r to ry  as  now defined,3 in or de r  t h a t  this 
m i g h t  c o m m a n d  the  conf idence  of th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a gen c ie s  f rom 
w h o m  it w a s  hoped  m o n e y  m ig h t  be ob ta ine d» .4 Ot le t ' s  response  
to th is ,  p e rh a p s  prom pte d  by  Ric ha rd so n  h imse lf ,  w a s  to 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  L ib ra ry  As so c i a t io n  tak e  over  the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  Reper tory.  R ic h a rd so n  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
ALA C o m m it t e e  on Bi b l i o g rap h y  w a s  p r e p a r e d  to s u p p o r t  this  
s u g g e s t i o n  if the  L e a g u e  w ou ld  u n d e r t a k e  to provide  $25,000

304

a y e a r  for  a five y e a r  period.  W i t h  h i s  C o m m it t e e  on  Bibl io­
g r a p h y ’s  s u p p o r t  a n d  l h a t  of  the League ,  Ric ha rd so n  w a s  
c onv inced  t h a t  the  R B U  could be save d  a n d  t h a t  a useful  
in f or ma t io n  serv ice  based  on it w o u ld  become feasible.  H e  
a lso s u p p o r te d  th e  idea of  m o v i n g  it to (or,  a s  h e  pu t  it, 
« u n l o a d i n g  it on») G e n e v a  a s  a useful  w a y  of  ach ie v in g  its 
phys ica l  s e p a r a t i o n  f rom th e  rest  of the  I IB «plan t» .  In G e ­
neva  it w o u ld  st i l l  be re cogn is ed  « as  par t  of  the  Be lg ia n  
cont r ibu t i on  to  wor ld  co -opera t ion  t h ro u g h  th e  L e ag ue»  a nd  
wou ld  « e n h a n c e  p re s t i ge  both for Be lg iu m  a n d  for  the  
L eague» .5

H e  w as ,  however ,  v e r y  prec ise  a s  to  the n a t u r e  a n d  l imi ts  
o f  h i s  C o m m it te e ’s in te r es t s  in the  I IB a nd  the  RBU .  As  he 
w r o te  to Otlet :

This Committee  docs no t  undertake,  c an n o t  undertake,  to act e x c e p t . . .  
o n  precise u n d e r ta k in g s  for co-operation .  I t  does no t  a t tem p t  to act 
as y o u r  a g e n t  o r  rep resen ta t ive  in any  sense ,  and  it  c an n o t  unde r take  
to o rg an ise  a n y  body w hich  will  so  act.  T he  In s t i tu te  m u s t  d o  such 
th in g s  on  its  ow n  in it ia t ive  a n d  responsibili ty.
This  be in g  c learly  unders tood ,  1 m a y  re s ta te  w i th  equal  c learness  the 
fact th a t  (lie Am erican L ibrary  Associa tion  is on  record officially as 
w ish in g  to find practical w a y s  of concrete  co-operation  in sonie of 
y our  p ro jec ts  which it recognises  a s  of rea l  va lue  for  in te rn a t io n a l  
l e a rn in g  th ro u g h  bib liographical  m eans .  . . . 6

E di th  Scot t  h a s  noted  the c i rcu la r i ty  in th e  pos i t ions  e v e n ­
tu a l ly  rea ch ed  in the la te  20s by both the  ALA and  the 
League.  It seemed c l ea r  th a t  the ALA w o u ld  not  ac t  to suppor t  
the  I IB un le s s  th e  IIB rece ived  f rom the  L e a g u e  such  a firm 
c o m m i t m e n t  t h a t  ALA in te r vent ion  w o u ld  in fact  become 
u n neces sa ry .  O n  the o ther  h a n d ,  the  L e a g u e  w a s  w a i t i n g  for 
some k ind  of conf idence- in sp i r ing  in t e rvent ion  by  the ALA 
in IIB affai rs .  «The  resu l t  w a s  th a t  th e  I IB rece ived no 
s u p p o r t  f rom e i ther  the C o m m it te e  (on Inte l lectual  C o -o p e ra ­
t ion)  or  the  ALA».7

The  L e a g u e  C om m it t ee  e v e nt ua l ly  comple te ly  repudia ted  
the  not ion of a un iv e rs a l  f in d in g  list an d ,  a s  Ric ha rd son  wrote  
to O t l e t  in 1932, «The  not i f ica t ion  by the  L e a g u e  C om m it t ee  
tha t  it could not  o r  w ou ld  no t  ca r ry  ou t  the l ine s  of  co-ope ra ­
t ion a g r e e d  on  be tween  th e  L e a g u e  a n d  the  I n s t i t u t  ende d  
th e  formal  u n d e r t a k i n g  by the ALA to ope ra te .  O u r  p la te  is 
n o w  c lean  as  to u n d e r t a k i n g  i ts  op era t i on .»  Neve r the less ,  even 
in 1932 Ric ha rd so n  w a s  st i l l  convinced

tha t  a project for U niversal  R eperto ry  (sic.) f in d in g  lis t  operated  at 
G eneva  un d e r  the direct,  bu t  not necessar i ly  residential  o p e ra t in g  su ­
pervision of your  Inst i tu t ,  a n d  the  trip le expert  superv ision  oi the I n ­
s t i tu t .  the  League, and  the Am erican L ib ra ry  Association, w ould  be the 
th in g  which would bes t  se rve  the  purposes  of in te rna t iona l  scholarship. 
T he  League  Com m ittee  h a s  defin itely  tu rned  down, co n tra ry  I think to 
i t s  u n d e r ta k in g  to w ard s  you, the  idea  of a ge rera l  in te rna t iona l  re ­
pe r to ry ,  in fav o u r  of u r g in g  na tiona l  repertories .  T h is  is, in m y judge-
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m ent ,  c o n tr a ry  to the  in te res ts  of in te rn a t io n a l  scholarship  a s  well a s
well as to i ts  public  o b l iga t ion  to your  Insti tut ."

P o l l a r d  a g r e e d  th a t  the  R B U  could  be adm in is te r e d  
s e p a r a te ly  f rom the I IB in Brusse l s .  Moreover ,  he  dec la red  
th a t  the Br i t ish  Soc ie ty for  In te rn a t io n a l  Bib l io gr aphy  w e l ­
come d « the prospec t  t h a t  the L e a g u e  of  N a t i o n s  m a y  s u p p o r t  
o r  even te m p o r a r i l y  ad op t  the  reper to ry  a n d  hopes  t h a t  th e re  
m a y  re su l t  f rom thi s  not  on ly  a useful  d if feren t ia t ion  of 
func tions,  but  a l so  improved  re la t i ons  be tw een  the  s i s te r  
in s t i tu t io ns  of B rus se l s  a n d  Pa r i s » .  But he w a r n e d  a g a i n s t  
a n y  move  to G e n e v a  unl es s  the  L e a g u e  w oul d  n o t  s u p p o r t  
the R B U  otherwise.  The  RBU ,  sa id  P ol la rd ,  needed to be 
adm in is te r e d  in connec t ion  wi th  a g r e a t  na t i o n a l  l ib ra ry  in 
s om e  im p o r t a n t  c e n t r e  of  popula t i on  a n d  research .  The  m o s t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  p la ce s  for  it. if it we re  to  be moved ,  w e re  P a r i s ,  
London.  Oxford,  Berl in or  Rome.9 Late r ,  at  the IIB Conference  
in Cologne ,  P o l l a r d  forma l ly  proposed  to t r a n s f e r  th e  RBU to 
London.  The  IIB A sse m b ly , ' h o w e v e r ,  su p p o r t ed  O t le t ' s  conc lu ­
sion th a t  « G en eva  is the  best  solut ion» ,  w h e re u p o n  Pol la rd  
w i t h d re w  h is  p ropos i t ion  r e m a r k i n g  tha t ,  «at  a ny  t ime,  if it 
shou ld  be neces sa ry ,  the R epe r tory  w ou ld  rece ive  a re fuge  in 
E n g l a n d . » 10

The  Du tch  sect ion of the  In s t i t u t e  (N ider )  c a m e  up  w i t h  
a n  en t i re ly  ne w so lu t ion  for th e  p ro b le m s posed  by the  
Reper tory a nd  an  in fo rmat ion  serv ice  ba se d  on it. At the 
t im e  J .  Al ingh  P r i n s  w a s  P re s i d e n t  of Nider ,  a n d  the  Dutch 
repor t  w a s  s i g n e d  by h im a n d  Ni de r ’s  Se c re ta ry  G. A. A. 
de Voogd.  It w a s  provoked by O t l e t ’s G e n e ra l  Repor t  to  
the  IIBJ«

P r i n s  a n d  de Voogd a t ta ck ed  O t le t ' s  gene ra l  p r inc ip l e  of 
c en t ra l i s t  o rg a n is a t i o n ,  an  a t t a c k  which,  w hen  repea t ed  m o re  
in tense ly a few y e a r s  la te r  w a s  to b r i n g  the  In s t i tu t  to a 
c ri si s  of o r g a n is a t i o n a l  phi losophies  a n d  the  prospect  of  a 
schism.  They expressed  d iss a t i s f ac t io n  wi th  the  a m o u n t  of  
m at e r i a l  in the  c lass i f ied  sec t ions  of the R B U  and  e s t im a te d  
th a t  the n u m b e r  of  scient i f ic  a nd  technica l  per iod ica l s  in 
ex is tence  w a s  about  three t imes  the  f igure  es t i m a te d  by Otlet .  
The informa t ion  serv ice  in the P a l a i s  Mondia l  w a s  poor,  they 
a sse r t ed ,  p a r t l y  b ecau se  of the lack of  m a te r i a l  on which it 
w a s  based ,  but  a l so  p a r t l y  «because  of the  incompetence  of 
the personnel».  They  proposed,  therefore,  th a t  the b ib l i o g r a p h ­
ical se rv ices  of the IIB shou ld  be decen t r a l i sed  and  o r g a n ­
ised on  a federa t ive  bas is .  The  E n g l i s h  sec tion,  in the ir  view, 
wou ld  be the  bes t  to deve lop  th e  se c t ions  for  th e  pur e  and  
appl ied  sc iences  be c a u se  of the ex is tence  a l r e a d y  in Ke ns in gt on  
of the Sc ience L ib ra ry  wi t h  i ts  g r e a t  c a ta lo g .  Th e  cen tra l  
sect ion at  the I IB H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  on  the o th e r  h a n d ,  would 
be the bes t  sect ion to m a i n t a i n  the  A u t h o r  Reper tory,  a n d  if

30G

Am e r ic a n  su ppo r t  could be ob ta i ned ,  the sec t ions  d e a l i n g  wi th  
« the sc iences  of  the  m in d » .12 The  IIB Counci l  d i scussed  the 
Dutch  proposa l  to decen t ra l i s e  t h e  RBU and  f ina lly adopted  
it. The  Bib l io graphica l  se rv ice  provided  by the  I IB w a s  t h e r e ­
upon e n t r u s t e d  to the  E n g l i s h  Sec t ion  for  all m a t t e r s  de a l in g  
wi th  science  a nd  technology.  The  P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  w a s  left 
wi th  th e  rest .

This  was ,  in fact,  a sens ib le  recogni t ion  of  w h a t  had 
a l r e a d y  ta ken  p lace  in London.  In 1926 th e  Sc ience  M u se u m  
L ib ra ry  in So ut h  Ke ns in gt on  had  received a l a r g e  co rp u s  of 
b ib l iog raphi ca l  m at e r i a l  from the  B u r e a u  B ib l io gr aph iq ue  de 
P a r i s .  Bradfo rd ,  w h o  h ad  then succeeded  to  the Deputy  
Keepership ,  dec ided to cu t  up a n d  in te r ca la te  wi th  thi s  m a t e ­
r ial  all b ib l io g ra ph ie s  in t h e  L ib ra ry  b e a r i n g  dec imal  no ta t ions ,  
th u s  forming ,  in O t l e t ’s t e rms ,  a co m p reh en s iv e  na t ion a l  
b ib l iogr aphic a l  reper to ry  in the  p u r e  sc iences  a n d  technology.  
A well  o r g a n i s e d  info rmat ion  serv ice  wi th  a d e q u a t e  s ta ff  and 
ins t i tu t iona l  ba c k in g  w a s  se t  up  in the  Li b ra ry  in rela t ion 
to this  reper to ry .13 B ra d fo rd  h ad  been a n  e n t h u s i a s t  for the 
U D C  s ince  h i s  ea r l ie s t  ye a r s  in the  Lib rary .  Indeed  in 1900 
he  had  the « imp ude nce»  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  the  U D C  be  used 
for the L i b r a r y ’s C a ta lo g u e .  H e  w a s  the n  a j u n io r  «of some 
e igh teen  m o n t h s '  exper ience»,  and ,  no t  surp r i s in g l y ,  w a s  t u r n ­
ed d o w n . 14 He bided his  t ime for a q u a r t e r  of a cen tury  
until  he w a s  in a pos i t ion  to or de r  his s u g g e s t i o n  car r ied  out.  
H e  s a w  one  of the m a jo r  a i m s  of the Br i t i sh  Soc ie ty for In te r ­
na t iona l  Bib l iography ,  which he and  P o l l a rd  ha d  founded in 
1927, a s  publici ty  for the U D C  a n d  its w id e sp re a d  adopt i on  by 

indexing  and  a b s t r a c t i n g  j o u r n a l s  so th a t  m a te r ia l  publ ished 
by them w oul d  have  c lass if ica t ion  indices  a c c o m p a n y in g  e n ­
t r ies a nd  could be eac ily cut  up and  inter-f i led in c a t a l o g s  like 
th a t  of  the Library  of  the Sc ience M u s e u m . 15 In all of  this 
Br adf o rd  c lose ly fol lowed Otlet ,  w h o s e  inf luence he  a ckno w le d­
ged,  thoug h he repudia t ed  Ot le t ' s  w id e r  pre -occupat ion s .16

Th e re  w a s  ab ou t  all of  thi s  d i scuss ion  of  the  Reper tory  
a t  the  1928 Co lo g n e  Co nfe re nce  s o m e t h i n g  cont r ived .  Pol la rd  
w a s  merely r e p o r t i n g  to the  Con fe re nc e  a modi f ied  form of 
v ie ws  c o m m u n ic a te d  in more  detai l  a n d  w i th  m o re  f rank ne ss  
by  Brad fo rd  in severa l  l e t te rs  to Gi lber t  M u r r a y ,  no w C h a i r m a n  
of the  L e a g u e ' s  C o m m i t t e e  on  In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion ,  in an 
a t t e m p t  to s t i m u l a t e  fur ther  L e a g u e  su pp or t  for  the  IIB.  
H a v i n g  been m a d e  aw'are of L e a g u e  d is t ru s t  of  the  IIB.  
Br adf o rd  h ad  exc la imed of the  s i t ua t io n :  «I did no t  k no w  th a t  
it w a s  still  so  bad» .  He  ag reed  t h a t  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  
were  «del igh tful  pe rsona l ly  bu t  l a ck in g  in tact».  He  cont inued ,  
however,  to bel ieve and  to s t r e s s  the point  to M u r r a y ,  t h a t  
they  w e re  the  a u th o r s  of the  on ly  prac t ica l  sc he m e  of ’ inter-
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n a t i o n a l  b ib l iography .  H e  m a d e  it c lear  th a t  he  h a d  no conf i ­
dence  in the  A m e r i c a n  p r o p o s a l s  for  r e s c u in g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  
th e  I IB.  The  A m e r ic a n  L i b ra ry  Asso c ia t ion ,  in h i s  v iew,  had  
h a d  no  exper ience  of  r u n n i n g ’ a b ib l iog ra ph ic  v e n t u r e  on the  
sca le  of the  B r u s s e l s  Reper tory.  H e  a l so  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  the 
proposa l  t h a t  it be moved  to G e n e v a  for there  it w o u ld  be 
too d i s t a n t  f rom m o s t  cen t e rs  of scnce  a n d  indus t ry .  The  
solut ion to all of these  difficult ies,  he  conc luded,  w a s  for  the 
Reper tory  to be ta ke n  over  by  the  Sc ience  M u s e u m  w here  there  
w a s  a s ta f f  both scient i f ica l ly a n d  b ib i io graphic a l ly  exper i ­
enced a n d  w he re  the  R eper tor y  could be m a i n t a i n e d  a t  a cos t  
of  no m o re  t h a t  2,000 per  a n n u m .  As  the  s a m e  sy s t e m s  were  
used in the M u s e u m  a n d  in B rus se l s  all th a t  w a s  needed  was

a  com para t ive ly  sm all  increase  of the  o rg a n is a t io n  w e  have a lready  
established . . .

If It should  be possible to secure  th is  enorm ous bib liography, con­
ta in ing ,  as it  does,  a w ea l th  of  references on  all b ranches of econ­
omics a s  well a s  science and technology, merely  for the cos t  of upkeep, 
i t  should  be  a coup.17

Br adf o rd  the n  revea led  th a t  Donker  Duyvis  acquiesced  
in th e se  views.  Indeed,  D on ke r  Duyv is  h a d  h imse l f  wr i t t en  
to the In s t i t u t e  in P a r i s  in f o r m in g  de  Vos  Van  St een w i j k  th a t  
mo s t  useful  to it in p lace  of the en t i re  Repe r tory  which the 
Eng l i sh ,  Dutch and  G e r m a n  sect ions .  «Tne  pe rs on a l i t y  of 
M. Ot le t  h ad  n o t  much im p o r ta n c e  in the prac t ica l  work».  He  
s u g g e s t e d  th a t  if the c u r r e n t  a g r e e m e n t  be tween  the L eague  
a nd  the  I IB w a s  u ns a t i s f ac to ry ,  it should  be  a b a n d o n e d  
for thwi th  a n d  a new on e  w or ke d  out  in con ju nc t i on  wi th  
Po l la rd ,  La F o n t a i n e  a n d  h im se l f .18

The  Dutch  proposa l  a t  th e  C o l o g n e  Co nfe re nce  to « decen­
t ra l i se»  the  R epe r tory  w as ,  in fact,  a poli t ical  p loy  to secure  
for  the  Sc ience  M u s e u m  in London t h a t  pa r t  of th e  Repertory  
m o s t  useful to it in p lace  of the en t i r e  Repe r tory  which the 
Conference,  fo l lowing Ot l e t ’s p roposa l ,  w is he d  to  see  t r a n sf e r ­
red to Geneva .  The  prac t ica l  effects of the  m a n o e u v r e  were  
probab ly  min imal .  C e r ta in ly  no  c a r d s  a p p e a r  to h a v e  been 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from B rus se l s  thou gh,  no doubt ,  co l l ab o ra to r s  sen t  
both new  m a te r ia l  a n d  r eques t s  for  in f or ma t io n  henceforth  
to  London.

Th e re  w a s  1 1 0  i m m e d ia t e  act ion a t  the  L e a g u e  e i ther  as 
a resu l t  of B r a d f o r d ’s in te rvent ion .  M u r r a y  c o m m u n ic a t e d  his 
l e t te rs  to  the  S e c r e t a r i a t  in Gene va  a n d  they  w e n t  th e n c e  to 
the  I n s t i tu te  in P a r i s .  I t  w a s  decided  qu i t e  em ph a t ic a l ly  to 
c on t inue  to w a i t  for  the  v iews  of the  S u b -C o m m it te e  on 
Bi b l i o g rap h y  on  a ne w a p p r o a c h  to the IIB. Indeed ,  it w a s  
c le ar  t h a t  in the  S e c r e t a r i a t  it w a s  a c a s e  of  «once  b it ten 
twice  shy*,  and  M u r r a y  w a s  in formed of thi s  in no  un ce r t a i n
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t e rm s .  «My  experience» ,  th e  S e c re ta ry  of  the  C om m it t ee  for 
Intel lec tua l  Co -o pe ra t io n  wrote,

in d ea l in g  w ith  th is  a f fa i r  d u r in g  the  l a s t  few years  is ra th e r  more 
pessimistic  [ than B r a d fo rd ' s ] . I am  no t  su re  th a t  MM . O t le t  and  La 
F on ta ine  will consen t  to stop their o ther  activit ies a n d  deal only in 
tile future with  b ibliographical work. I w a s  told tha t  their actual  posi­
tion is r a th e r  difficult  and  p e rh ap s  fo r  the  m om ent they will ag ree  to 
keep on ly  the In te rn a tio n a l  In s t i tu te  of B ibliography; bu t  1 am  not 
su re  th a t  in the  n e a r  fu tu re  they  will no t  beg in  a g a in  w ith  M unda-  
neum.

H e  poin ted  o u t  that ,  desp i te  a l le ga t io ns  to the c on t r a ry  
b e i n g  c i r cu la ted  by th e  I IB,  the  f irst  p a r t  of th e  a g r e e m e n t  
be tween  th e  L e a g u e  and  the  IIB h a d  been im pl em ent ed  a nd  
a su bs id y  pa id .  This w a s  for the S u p p lé m e n t  to the  In d ex  
Bibliograp li icus .  «The m a n n e r  in w hic h  the B rus se l s  Ins t i tu te  
un d e r to o k  the  work ,  however,  w a s  such  th a t  we  were  obl iged 
to  s top the  execut ion  of the  p r o g r a m m e » . 19

M ore  im med ia t e ly  d r a m a t i c  than  th e  Dutch  su g g e s t i o n s  
to  de cent ra l i s e  the  R B U  were  P o l l a r d ' s  s u g g e s t i o n s  a t  the  
I I B ' s  1928 m e e t i n g  for im p r o v in g  the  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and  the 
g o v e r n a n c e  of the  I IB.20 They  were  fa r - r eaching .  He  s t r o n g ly  
reco mm en de d  th a t  the  IIB should  es tab l i s h  « d a u g h t e r  soci­
et ies» in each  of the  v a r io u s  co unt r i e s  of the wor ld  on  the  model 
of th e  B S I B  in E n g l a n d .  Th ese  soc ie t ies  w oul d  m a i n l y  a t te m p t  
to  se c u re  the  m e m ber sh ip  of na t i o n a l  a n d  local  scientific,  
co mm erc ia l  a n d  o th er  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in the  count ry ,  and  induce 
th e m  to employ  the  Decimal  Clas s i f ic a t ion .  They  w oul d  ac t  
a s  na t i o n a l  o r  specia l  b u re a u x  re sp ons ib le  for  in d e x in g  the 
l i t e r a tu r e  of  the i r  co un t r ie s  a n d  for s e n d i n g  thi s  i nd ex ing  to 
th e  I IB in Br us se l s .  Above  all ,  they w ou ld  receive f rom their  
m e m b e r s  s u g g e s t i o n s  for  i m p ro v e m e n t s  in t h e  U D C ,  would  
edi t  th e m  a n d  w o u ld  c o m m u n i c a t e  th e m  to the  I IB,  rece iving 
from the IIB official  a l t e r a t i o n s  a nd  a d d i t io n s  to the  c la ss i ­
f icat ion for c om m unic a t i on  ¡1 1 tu r n  to  the i r  memb er s .  The  IIB 
on  i ts p a r t  w oul d  receive and  inc or po ra te  into i ts reper tor ies  
the  b ib l iog raphi ca l  in fo rmat ion  p r e p a r e d  by the « d a u g h te r  
societ ies*,  a n d  w ou ld  e v en tu a l ly  i s sue  r e g u l a r  b ib l iographies ,  
pe rh a p s  based ,  P o l la rd  su g g e s t e d ,  on the  ten m a i n  c la ss e s  of 
the  LIDC. It w o u ld  receive s u g g e s t i o n s  for  im p ro v e m e n t s  in the  
U D C ,  t r a n s m i t  these  t h ro u g h  th e  Cla ss i f ica t ion  Commi t te e  
from one  d a u g h t e r  soc ie ty to a n o th e r  for c r i t ic ism,  and  im m e­
dia te ly  d i s t r ib u te  a l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  as  they  were  
ado p ted  by the  CC.  This c losely co- opera t ive  a n d  co -ord ina ted  
wo rk  on  the  U D C ,  P o l la rd  said,

would be vita l  to the  v e ry  exis tence of th e  In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l  de 
B ibliographie  and  I ven tu re  to th ink  th a t  it w ould  be of g rea ter  
im portance  th a n  the Repertoire  itself and  the periodical publications 
of b ib liographies,  fo r  the  reason  th a t ,  in E n g la n d ,  a t  least ,  m an y  in­
st i tu t ions  prefer  to m ak e  the ir  own repertories  and  if they a re  to use
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the Decimal C lassif ica tion  they  m u s t  have a  live c lass if ica t ion  which 
g ro w s  w ith  the  advance  of the  pa r t icu la r  b ranch  of know ledge  which 
concerns  them.

H is  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for c h a n g e  in the  g o v e r n a n c e  of the 
IIB, however,  s t ruck im me dia te ly  at  the pos i t ions  occupied  by 
Ot le t  a n d  La Fon ta ine .  They w e re  expr ess ed  in a w a y  tha t  
w oul d  m in im is e  of fence or  a la rm .  Ot le t  a nd  La Fon ta i ne ,  
P o l l a r d  said,

have laboured in the  in te res ts  of the  In s t i tu t  ever s ince they founded 
i t  in 1895. They h ave  produced a m o n u m en ta l  work  — a g re a t  biblio­
graphical  ins t i tu te  and  they continue  to bear  the  b u rd en  of i ts  increas ing  
activit ies upon their  shoulders .  It  is no w  time m em bers  of the 
Council  s tepped fo rw ard  a n d  helped to shou lder  these  labours .
I  v e n tu re  to s u g g e s t  th a t  y o u r  Genera l  Secre ta r ies  should  consis t  of 
no t  less th a n  e igh t  active officials who c a n  m eet  to g e th e r  several 
t im es d u r in g  the  year  to  car ry  on  the  b usiness  of the  Inst i tu t .  The 
Genera l  Secre ta r ia t ,  I s u g g e s t ,  w o u ld  in rea l i ty  be  a n  Executive 
Council ,  c o n s is t in g  of a s in g le  G enera l  Sec re ta ry  w ho  should be  a 
pe rm an en t  sa la r ied  official  of the Ins t i tu t ,  a T reasu re r ,  an  E d ito r  of 
publications,  and  five O rd in a ry  M em bers  of Council .
It  add it ion  lo the  P res iden t  of the  In s t i tu t  there  should  be  four V i c e -  
P re s iden ts  w h o  are  d is t ingu ished  m em bers  of Council  and  w h o  would 
se rve  s a y  four years  . . .  Y our C om m iss ions  or Sec tions a re  ve ry  im ­
p o r ta n t  a n d  you have  a t  p resen t  four of these  d ea l in g  w ith  and  con­
t ro l l in g  m a t te r s  of  a b ib liographical  na ture ,11 bu t  you  have no F i ­
nancial  C om m iss ion  or P u b l ica t io n s  a n d  P ro p a g a n d a  Commission. 
You cer ta in ly  should  h ave  a  F in an c ia l  C om miss ion cons is t ing  of the 
T rea su re r  a n d  tw o  or three  m em bers  of  C ounc il  to  look a f te r  the 
f inancia l side of the  Insti tut .
Again ,  y our  P u b l ica t io n s  and  P ro p a g a n d a  C om mission w ould  be 
m os t  im portan t,  for  th is  C om miss ion would m ak e  recom m enda tions  
to  the  Genera l  Sec re ta r ia t  o r  Executive Council  on  a ll  m a t t e r s  con­
c e rn in g  the  publica tions  of the  In s t i tu t  and  m eth o d s  of advert is ing  
the  I n s t i t u t e  activit ies a n d  the  T reasu re r  would be  a n  im por tan t  
m em ber  of this C om mission o r  Section.

All of these s u g g e s t i o n s  w e re  a d o p te d  except  th e  one  
r e l a t i n g  to t h e  G e n e ra l  S ec re ta r ia t .  Donker  Duyvis  was  
unexpec ted ly  e lected a s  a thi rd Se c re ta ry- G en e ra l ,  Ot le t  and 
La F o n t a i n e  be in g  conf i rmed in the i r  m a n d a t e s .  The  existence 
of th ree  S e c re t a r i es -G en e ra l  compl ica ted  the  format ion  of the 
C o m m is s io n s  or  Co m m it te e s  s u g g e s t e d  by Pol la rd .  An E x e c u ­
t ive  Counci l  w a s  set  up co n s i s t i n g  of  the Pr e s id en t ,  the  three  
S ec re ta r ie s -Gen era l  a n d  th r ee  o th e r  m e m b e r s  of Council ,  one 
of w h o m  w a s  B r a d fo rd  of the  Sc ience  AAuseum L i b ra ry  in 
London .  A f inanc ia l  C o m m it te e  of  t h r ee  m e m b e r s  and  the 
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  Se c re ta r ie s -G ene ra l  w a s  a l so  cons t i t u t ed .  The 
format ion  of a P u b l ic a t io ns  C o m m it te e  w a s  lef t  to Donker  
D uy v is  w h o  w a s  to d r a w  its m e m b e r s  from the  o th e r  IIB 
Comm iss io ns .

T hese  re forms  were ex tended  a t  the 1929 m e e t i n g  of the 
I IB which took place,  a g a i n  u n d e r  the  P re s id e n c y  of Pol la rd,  
in S e p te m b e r  in London a t  P o l l a r d ’s ow n ins t i tut ion,  the

310

Impe r ia l  Col lege  of  Sc ience a nd  Technology .22 Ot le t  d id not  
a t t e n d  thi s  meet ing .  Th e re  w e r e  a lso no  r ep re sen t a t i v es  from 
P o l a n d  or  R u ss i a  or  the  In te rn a t io n a l  Assoc ia t ions .  It w a s  
now dec ided  t h a t  all official l e t te rs  f rom the I IB to the L e a g u e  
of N a t i o n s  or  to G o v e r n m e n t s  should  bear  the  s i g n a t u r e  of 
one  of the Secre t a r ies -Gene ra l  a n d  th a t  of the Pres iden t .  As 
a  poli t ical  m a n o e u v r e  with in the  Ins t i t u te  thi s  p re - emp ted  any 
fu r t he r  exerci se  of  the Ol le t -La  F o n ta in e  hegem ony .  They 
c ou ld  no t  ac t  wi th ou t  the s i g n a t u r e  of the  P r e s i d e n t  bu t  the 
P r e s i d e n t  and  D on ke r  Duyvis  a s  th i rd  S e c re ta ry -G en e ra l  had 
c o m p le te  au thor i ty  ii the y  wishe d  to act  in de penden t ly  of 
Ot le t  and  La Fon ta ine .  Moreover ,  a s  bo th th ird Secre ta ry-  
G e n e r a l  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  of th e  In s t i tu te ' s  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  
C o m m is s io n  or  Com mi t te e ,  the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  for 
t h e  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  D onk e r  Duyv is  became m o re  p ro ­
m i n e n t  a n d  powerfu l  in the  a f fa i r s  of the  In s t i t u te  th a n  ever.

A m o n g  o ther  m a t t e r s  of a formal or  s t r u c t u r a l  n a tu re  
e x a m i n e d  by the 1929 m e e t in g  of  the Counci l  w e re  the  pr ob le m s  
of m e m ber sh ip  and  the  official  sea t  of  the  Inst i tu te .  I t  w a s  
dec ided  t h a t  na t i o n a l  sec t ions  w oul d  h a v e  e ig h t  vo tes  each in 
t h e  a f fa i r s  of  the Inst i tute ,  specia l  sec t ions  ( th e  In t e rn a t io n a l  
A ss oc ia t i on s)  w oul d  h a v e  four votes,  co rp o ra te  m em ber s  two 
a n d  ind iv idual  m e m b e r s  one.  The  com pos i t ion  of the  Counci l  
w a s  formal ly  de te rm in ed  as  c o n s i s t i n g  of the  Pres ide nt ,  
S e c re ta r ie s -G en e ra l ,  the  T re a su re r ,  a re p re se n ta t i v e  of  the 
L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  (provided  the  1924 conven t io n  w a s  imple­
m e n t e d ) ,  tw o m e m b e r s  elected by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a ­
t io n s  a n d  two m e m b e r s  e lec ted  by co rp o ra te  a n d  indiv idual  
m em be r s ,  m a k i n g  a total  of t en  (g iv en  th e  fact th a t  La 
F o n t a i n e  ac ted  as  both T r e a s u r e r  a n d  S e c r e ta r y - G en e r a l ) .

La F o n ta in e  expla ined  lo the  mee t ing ,  w h e n  P o l l a r d  r a i sed  
the  ques t ion  of  the loca t ion  of  the h e a d q u a r t e r s  of the  I n s t i ­
tute,  t h a t  in Be lg ium  the  I IB h ad  a legal  s t a t u s  t h a t  could 
be m a i n t a i n e d  only if the  official se a t  of the  I n s t i t u t e  w e re  
in Bel g iu m and  if th ree  m e m b e r s  of i t s  Council  w e re  Belgian.  
T he  Council ,  therefore ,  dec ided to mod i fy  the S t a t u t e s  to show 
B ru sse ls  as  its official  h e a d q u a r te r s .  La F o n t a i n e  observed  
t h a t  the  decision about  the  official s e a t  of the IIB « h a d  only a 
formal c h a r a c t e r  and  served  to fulfil the cond i t i ons  imposed 
b y  Be lg ian  law.  Th e  IIB still  had  to tak e  into acco un t  the  
poss ib i l i ty  of  m o v i n g  to Geneva» .

La F o n ta in e  u r g e d  the  m e e t i n g  to p u r s u e  the  1924 a g r e e ­
me n t  of  th e  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s  wi th  the  I IB.  It w a s  t ime,  he 
observed,  t h a t  «both par t i e s  shou ld  defini te ly  dec ide  the ir  
at t i tude».  P o l l a r d  w a s  ins t ruc ted  by the Counci l  to w r i te  to 
t h e  L e a g u e  « re q u e s t i n g  it e i ther  to p u t  in to  force the  presen t  
■Convention or  to  a l te r  the  Con ve nt io n  in such  a w a y  th a t  
i t  w a s  a ccept ab le  to  both par l ies» .  Thi s  m a t t e r  h a d  ear l ie r
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in the  y e a r  been ta ke n  up  in d e p e n d e n t l y  by a C o m m it te e  of 
L ibrary  E x p e r t s  ap p o in t ed  by th e  League '  C o m m it te e  on  In ­
te l lectua l  Co- opera t ion .  The  C o m m it te e  of  L i b ra ry  E x p e r t s  had  
or ig i na l ly  been app oin ted  to adv ise  the S ub-C om m it t c  on 
B ib l i o g ra p h y  on the  se t t i n g  up  of  a co-o rd ina t ion  se rv ice  for 
na t i o n a l  in fo rm at ion  offices. It no w r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  « infor ­
m a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  wi th  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  of  Bibl io­
g r a p h y  a t  B ru s se l s »  be en te red  in to  «wi th  a v iew  to  l a y i n g  the 
fo un d a t i o n s  of  p r ac t ic a l  co -opera t ion  r e g a r d i n g  in p a r t ic u la r  
the  pr ob le m s of b ib l iographica l  c lass i f icat ion,  the  s t u d y  of 
which  it is mos t  im p o r t a n t  to co -o rd in a te  in ex is t i n g  c i r c u m ­
s t an ces» .23 A m e e t in g  w a s  a r r a n g e d  for  the midd le  of  1930. As 
de  Vos  V a n  St een w i jk  r e m a rk e d  in a conf ident ia l  no t e  to  
Po l la rd :

The expert  l ib ra r ian s  seemed to  be inclined to think th a t  co llabora t ion  
a lo n g  the  lines p reviously  considered in the  ag reem en t  a s  d ra w n  
up be tw een  the League  a n d  the  In s t i tu t  In te rn a t io n a l  de  B ib liogra­
phic should  be  postponed  in Iavour  o f  the  above.24

In J u n e  1929, a Wor ld  Confe rence  of L ibra r ie s  and  
Bib l io g ra phy  ha d  met in Rome. Ot le t  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  a r epor t  
on  the  I IB to it, a n d  D onke r  Duyvis  a very  br ief  one  on  th e  
UDC.25 Bra dford ,  wh o h a d  a t tende d ,  d i sc us sed  it a t  the IIB 
Counci l  m e e t i n g  later  in the  year .  H e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
ha d  been m a n y  d iscus s io ns  abo u t  the  U D C  w hic h  w a s  s t r o n g l y  
su p p o r te d  in every  quar te r .  Moreover ,  he  said ,  he  had  h a d  a 
lo n g  ta lk  wi th  E r n e s t  C u s h i n g  Ric ha rd so n  who h ad  info rme d 
h im th a t

The American L ib ra ry  Associa t ion  did no t  wish  to in te r fe re  In the 
contro l of the R eperto ry  bu t  w a s  w i l l in g  to  help, so  far  a s  they w ere  
able, if desired.  I t  w a s  clear,  however,  th a t  th e  A m erican  L ib ra ry  
Association looked a t  the m a t t e r  from the point  o f  view of books 
■ a th e r  th a n  of the  orig in a l in fo rm a tio n  in papers ,  and  their  idea is to 
develop the  Au thor  C a ta lo g u e  ra th e r  th a n  the  Sub jec t-M a tte r  Index.

The A m er ic ans ,  who m Ot le t  had  ac t ive ly cour ted ,  w e re  r e g a r d ­
ed wi th  s om e  susp ic io n  wi th i n  the Ins t i tu te  ge ne ra l ly .  N ever ­
theless,  their  em p h a s is  on  the  a lp habe t ic a l  pa r t  of  the  
Reper tory,  the  less im p o r ta n t  p a r t  in the  eyes of m e n  l ike 
Bradfo rd ,  w a s  a ref lect ion of the  L e a g u e ’ C o m m it te e  on 
In te l lec tua l  Co -o p e ra t i o n ’s des i re to see  it developed  in to  an 
in te rn a t i o n a l  « f i nd in g  list».

Inevi tab ly  one  of the  mos t  im p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  exam in ed  
at  th e  1929 I IB m e e t i n g  w a s  the U n iv e r sa l  Dec imal  C l a s s i ­
ficat ion.  S o  wide  h a d  in te res t  become in th i s  t h a t  a se r ious  
problem of d e a l i n g  wi th  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n  r ig h ts  
h a d  a r i sen .  T r a n s l a t i o n s  w e re  u n d e r w a y  or  publ i shed  in s om e 
form by this t ime  in G e rm a n ,  Czechos l ova kia n ,  Ru ss i an ,  Po- 
l ish a n d  Eng l i s h .  It w a s  decided t h a t  the  condi t io ns  u n d e r  
which  t r a n s l a t i o n  r i gh ts  for the  C D  would  be g r a n t e d  were :
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1. T h o rough  control of the m an u sc r ip ts  (be re ta ined by the  In s t i tu te ] ;  
.2. Five copies of each t ran s la t io n  lo be supplied to the  sec re tar ia t;
3. The correctly  t ran s la ted  p a r ts  of the  C D  to have a  publication 
n u m b er  and  to be  inco rpora ted  into the  scr ies  of  official  publications;
4. If  f inancia l p ro f i ts  w e re  ob ta ined  by the  is sue  of a C D  t ran s la t io n ,  
the  I IB  to  g e t  a  cer ta in  pe rcen tag e  of them.

In th e  c a s e  of  th e  G e r m a n  t r a n s l a t i o n  a probl em  a ros e  b ecau se  
it w a s  to be pub l i shed  formal ly  by  the N o r m e n a u s s c h u s s  or  
S t a n d a r d s  Office. D onke r  Duyv is  in fo rmed  the m e e t i n g  th a t  
« the Br i t ish  publ ica t ion  m ig h t  be t rea ted  s imi la r ly».  It w as ,  in 
fact,  l a t e r  i s sued by  (he Br i t ish  S t a n d a r d s  Ins t i tut ion.  Thi s  had 
a b e a r i n g  on  the re gu la t io n  th a t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  shou ld  be incor ­
p o ra t e d  into the  official se r ies  of  IIB publ ica t ions .  Donker  
Duyv is  observed ,  however,  th a t

I t  did no  ha rm  ¡i a good t ran s la t io n  of the  Decimal C lassif ica tion  
a ppea red  w i th o u t  b e a r in g  the  I IB  ser ies  num ber.  I t  w a s  fa r  m o re  im ­
p o r ta n t  th a t  tiic I IB  should  take  care  tha t  no  ed it ions  a ppea red  with 
the  official «Im prim atur»  u n less  they had  been tho ro u g h ly  checked.

H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a note in the preface  or  e l sewhe re  would 
be  a suff ic ient  ind ica t ion  of o r ig in .  Official  permiss ion  to 
publ i sh  re s te d  in the h a n d s  of the new  P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s ­
s ion the  du t i es  of which  were  a s s u m e d  by the  Execut ive  Counci l  
in 1930.

By I929, three ye a r s  a f te r  in h a d  been b e g u n ,  the p r i n t i n g  of 
the  n e w  edi t ion  h ad  reached  the  s t a g e  of comple ted  
m a i n  tab les .  All th a t  r e m a in e d  w e r e  the ta b l es  of the com mo n 
s ub di v is io ns  and  the  Index.  La F o n ta in e  told th e  m e e t i n g  
t h a t  m o re  th a n  1100 copies  ha d  been sold in adva nc e ,  fifty 
copies  g o i n g  to Am er ica  — all  thi s  w i th out  se r ious  publici ty.  
P r i n t i n g  exp enses  w ou ld  be met ,  he re m arked ,  w hen  1400 
copies  w e r e  so ld ,  a n d  it w a s  «forseen  th a t  the  m a n u a l  would  
be o u t  of  p r in t  in a sho r t  t ime».  D o n k e r  D uyv is  an t ic ip a te d  
t h a t  the  Index  to the  ne w edi t ion,  which w a s  b e i n g  p repa red  
by  La  F o n ta in e ,  w oul d  be i s sued wi th in  six m o n th s ,  a n d  the 
Counci l  app oin ted  Ca r i  W a l th e r ,*a S a m u e l  Br adf o rd  a n d  the 
th r ee  Se cr e t a r ie s -G ene ra l  to be a c o m m it t ee  to w o r k  on  the  
ta b le s  of the  co m m o n  subd iv is ions .  It w a s  ge ne ra l ly  agr e e d  
t h a t  these  should  be a l te r ed  as  l i t t le a s  possible,  a l t hou gh  
Donke r  D uyv is  c r i t i ci sed the  sub div is ions  a n d  ju x t apos i t io ns  
in the  g e o g r a p h i c  ta b le  a n d  the se p a r a t i o n  of  the  t im e  d ivi ­
s i o n s  in t o  tw o groups .

Be c a u se  of the  a d v a n c e d  s t a g e  of p r i n t i n g  of  the  new 
edi t ion  D onke r  Duyvis  g a v e  a de ta i led  re po r t  on it at  the  
C C  me e t in g ,  s t r e s s i n g  an  o b se rv a t i on  t h a t  he  ha d  a l r e a d y  
m a d e  a n u m b e r  of t imes:  « th e  presen t  ed i t ion  m u s t  be co n s i d ­
ered as  a provis iona l  one».  Be cause  of  this view, he pushed  
a h e a d  for  the  comple t ion  of the  edi tion r e g a r d l e s s  of obs tac les ,  
a n d  p a r t i c u la r ly  r e g a r d l e s s  of  p r ob le m s  of co n c o rd a n c e  wi th 
th e  A m er ica n  edi t ion .27 F or  h im th e  ed it ion w a s  to  repr e sen t
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t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of so m e th in g  new  a n d  perfect ible not  the def in­
it ive s t a t e m e n t  of  so m e th in g  old a n d  perfected.

The  p a r t s  of  the Cla ss i f ica t ion  th a t  Ot le t  and  La F o n ta in e  
w ere  respons ib le  for  h a d  been on the  whole s im p ly  repr in te d  
f rom the 1905 edi tion.  G r e a t  d i s sa t i s fa c t io n  with th e m  w a s  
exp re sse d  a nd  f inally in 1935 va r io us  co l la bo ra to rs  u n d e r  the 
g u i d a n c e  of Donk er  Duyvis  then  set  to w o rk  «to b r i n g  those  
first  c h a p te r s  on the s a m e  level a s  the fol lowing  ones».28 

These ,  the  p a r t s  for sc ience  a n d  technology ,  h ad  been  a lmos t  
comple te l y  rewr i t te n  by Donker  Duyvis  wi th the help of  v a r ­
ious co l labora tors .

L orph èvr e  g ives  a vivid and  per sona l  p ic ture  of w h a t  
•went into the p re p a ra t i o n  a n d  final p r i n t i n g  of thi s  n e w  edi tion 
of  th e  full UDC.

The responsib i li ty  of the ed ito rs  w a s  established: pu re  and  applied 
sc iences u n d e r  the  au tho r i ty  of D onker Duyvis,  the  h u m an e  sciences 
u n d e r  the  d irec tion  of Otlet  a n d  La Fonta ine .
I t  w a s  unders tood  th a t  D onker Duyvis  would be  en ti re ly  responsible  
fo r  e d i t in g  the  c h ap te rs  devolv ing  on him. H e  did so  w ith  the aid of 
a  hundred  spec ia lis ts  w hom  he had in teres ted  in the  work.
In  November 1926, p r in t in g  p roperly  speak ing  b e g a n . . .
T he  g a th e r in g  toge the r  of  the m ate ria l  in different lan g u a g e s  p re se n t ­
ed  (lie g rea tes t  difficulties. There  w ere  E nglish .  G erm an  a n d  Dutch 
texts,  all h a v in g  to  be tu rned  into French. A good p a r t  of  the t ran s la t io n  
w a s  d one  a t  B russels ,  bu t  tile files a re  sca t te red  everywhere  with 
l ingu ist ic  d iscussions.  Unexpected  incident« led to the  'loss of  time, 
such as th a t  of a bad ly  t ran s la ted  G e rm a n  abbrev ia t ion  which com ­
plete ly  d is to r ted  th e  text w ithou t  a n y o n e  im m edia te ly  iden t i fy ing  the 
cau se  of d iscussions which resulted  in . . .  | a |  faulty  in te rpreta tion .  
[Donker  Duyvis  had  th e  shee ts  of this w i th d raw n  and  paid for the

Ër io t in g  of a corrected  version  from  his ow n  pocket.]1’9 A let ter  from 
even ter  [Donker  Duyvis '  home town] of 31 Ju ly  1927 said about 

th is  th a t  c thc  l ingu ist ic  con tro l  is the heavies t  p a r t  of  the  work*. 
A f te r  t r an s la t io n ,  the  tex t  w a s  re tu rned  to D eventer  fo r  decim alisa­

t io n .  Donker D uyv is  preferred  to  w ork on a tex t  sh o w in g  the  su b o r­
d in a t io n  of id eas  bu t  devoid of decimal num bers .  T he  n u m b er  of m ain  
te rm s  w a s  revised accord ing  to th e  new everywhere  com pulsory  cri­
terion: t h a t  o f  the  s ta t is t ica l  frequency of pub lica tions  on  a subject.  
W hen Hie divis ion a rose  from the c lass if ica t ion  of one  of the  P a ten t  
Offices (G erm an y  o r  H o l lan d ) ,  the  num ber  of p a te n t s  necessa ry  for 
t h e  in troduction  of a special c lass if ica t ion  num ber  w a s  fixed a t  1,000. 
In  the  fo l low ing  s ta g e ,  the  p ro o fs  w ere  corrected  in D eventer  and  
even  in L ondon a s  well a s  in B russe ls  w here  the  p r in t in g  w a s  c a r ­
ried o u t . . .
T he  w o rk  of correc tion  w a s  one  of the  m os t  difficult  a f te r  t h a t  of 
t r an s la t io n .  An enorm ous prob lem  w a s  th a t  of our  f r ien d 's  eyes. His 
s igh t  w a s  bad  and  La F o n ta in e  w e n t  to help him, but,  of course,  the 
Belgian  S e n a to r  w a s  a m ult ip le  person. H e  w a s  busy w ith  na tiona l  
a n d  in te rna t iona l  politics. H e  w a s  the  Belgian  de legate  to the League  
of Nations .  H e  travelled frequently  and  caeli d e p a r tu re  c rea ted  a d r a ­
m a  for D onker  Duyvis  w h o  s a w  the  w o rk  s low ed  b y  it.  O n  the 1st 
N ovem ber  he wro te’: «the o p th am o lo g is t  h a s  condem ned  m e  to a tw o  
week t rea tm e n t  for m y eyes». In  fac t  he had  to  u n d e rg o  a n  operat ion .  
H a p p i ly ,  La F o n ta in e  w a s  in B russels ,  and  the  d a m a g e  w a s  les­
sened .
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B u t  th is  w a s  no t  all. O n e  is confounded  in the  face of the  sum  of 
the  difficulties which the  three  b rave  men encountered .  D onker  Duyvis 
abso lu te ly  did no t  w ish  to lose a n y  time. H e  w ro te  even in the train.  
O n  the  24 A\arch >1928 he sen t  off five p ag es  in pencil,  the  resu l t  of 
a t ra in  trip.30

T w o  ex t r em ely  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  b e a r i n g  on  the  future  
■of th e  U D C  a n d  the I IB w e re  d i s cussed  by  D onke r  Duyv is  in 
h i s  1929 repor t  to the  Cla ss i f ica t ion  C ommit t ee :  the  problem 
of p r e p a r i n g  from this  imperfect  a n d  provis iona l  ed i t ion  of  the 
c la ss i f ica t io n  «a rea l ly  accu ra te ,  s t a n d a r d »  one,  a nd  the 
p roble m of the reconc i l ia t ion  of  the  E u ro p e a n  C D  wi th  the 
Am er ica n  DC. In co n s id e r in g  the f irst  of these  problems.  
Donke r  Duyv is  in for med  the  Counci l  t h a t  pa r t  zero of  the 
c la ss i f ica t io n  had  been t r a n s l a t e d  into G e r m a n  and  publ ished 
h y  the  G e r m a n  S t a n d a r d s  In s t i tu t ion .  Not only did th i s  not  
•contain a s in g le  p r i n t i n g  e r ror

it c o n ta in s  a n u m b er  of sm all  ex tens ions ,  correc tions in the  def in i­
tions.  and  o ther sm all  im pro v em en ts  which we call « re to u ch es» . . .
1 th in k  this is the  w a y  by  which to arr ive  a t  a real ly  accurate, 
s t a n d a r d  edition. W e  should p rom ote  the  r e p r in t in g  of very  carefully  
s tud ied  p a r ts  of  the  M an u a l  e ither in E nglish .  G erm an  o r  the French 
l a n g u a g e ,  and  g ive  th em  th e  « im prim atur»  of the In s t i tu te  only  after  
r ig o ro u s  checking.
These  sm all  «re touched* ed it ions  will to g e th e r  build  up the  s ta n d ard  
m an u a l ,  for  which the  p resen t  new m an u a l  se rv es  as the  raw  m a te ­
rial,  I t  is obvious th a t  th e  process w il l  requ ire  a decennium , b u t  as 
lo g  a s  we h ave  n o  s t r o n g  financia l support  at o u r  disposal ,  I do 
no t  see  a n y  o ther  possibility .3'

T h i s  proposa l ,  accepted  by  the  1931 H a g u e  m e e t i n g  as  IIB 
policy for the Abr idg ed  E di t i ons  a t  least ,  w a s  a g a i n  a break  
f rom Ot l e t ’s c en t ra l i s t  views,  and  w a s  la te r  to ca use  h im some 
a n g e r .  F o r  h im cont rol  of the  c lass i f ica t ion  h a d  to be  much 
m o re  th a n  the  co-o rd ina t ion  a n d  «accred i ta t ion »  of p a r t s  in 
v a r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s ,  a p rocess  c a r r ie d  out  i n de pendent ly  of a 
c om pl e te  bas ic  text  w hich  should,  in h i s  view,  co n s t i t u te  a 
f inal  au thor i ty ,  a n d  he  w a s  to  res i s t  « d ecent r a l i s a t i on »  of the 
c lass i f ica t io n  a l o n g  wi th  d ecent r a l i s a t i on  of the  Repertory.

The  problem of reconc i l ia t ion  of  the  C D  a n d  th e  DC had  
b e e n  u n d e r  ac t ive co ns id era t io n  in Amer ica  d u r i n g  thi s  period.  
A cri si s  w a s  p rec ip i ta ted  by  the  I IB proposa l  in 1928 to 
a l t e r  the  ta b l es  for bo t any ,  580.32 D onke r  D uy v is  h a d  proposed  
to D o r c a s  Fe l lo ws  t h a t  the  o r d e r  of  the  t a b le s  be  conver ted  
f rom the  complex  to the  simple,  a nd  t h a t  the  E ng le r -G i l g  
b o t a n ic a l  c lass i f icat ion «which  w a s  sa id  to be m o re  mo de rn»  
shou ld  be used a s  a ba s i s  for de ve lo p in g  the  C D  t a b le s  for 
botany .  Miss  Fe l lo ws  objected to a n v  c h a n g e  f rom the o lder  
B e n th a m - H o o k e r  o r d e r  used in t h e  D C  a n d  sh e  now s ta ted  
b e r  f irm convic t ion  th a t

the CD w as filled w ith  p rob lem s and inconsis tencies ,  which, she  point­
e d  out,  were  ones tha t  w e re  «not culd fr a s ing le  c l a s s . . .  sam ples
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V bad  w o rk  w w h I know  CD t  be  p e rm eated , m y  g en era l a ro u n d  for 
d is tru s tin g  it all.*

D o n k e r  Duyvis ,  d i s m ayed  by her  a t t i t u d e  a n d  the  d i ff icul ties 
of  reconc i l ia t ion of the tw o ed i t ion s  a f te r  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  ol 
t h e  1927 A m e r i c a n  edi t ion ,  p ro po se d  th a t  C D  should  go  its 
o w n  w a y  in d e p e n d e n t l y  of  DC. M is s  F e l l o w s ’ c o m m e n t  to  
Godfr ey  D ew ey  w a s  br u ta l l y  f rank:

I wish  f bottom  V m y  Iiart th hd  g o n  lii ow n  w a y  30 years  ag o . t 
ex ten t  v lay in g  o u t  a  skcm e v  th own. P robab l i  I fi w ish t  100 times 
d u r in g  l a s t  7 y rs  t t  I IB  n v r  had  herd  v  us ,  w h  z v r  unchar i tab l ,  be 
th  n v r  w d  h g o t  an lw here  w i th o u t  us.

G odf rey  Dewey,  however,  t en ac io us ly  opposed  her  with 
h i s  belief in co-opera t ion :

The  m ost  im p o r ta n t  n ew  th o u g h t  is to w o rk  to w ard  a s in g le  biblio­
g rap h ic  edit ion b ilingual  with  F ren ch  and  E n g l i sh  on  fac in g  pages, 
p u b h sh t  p re fe rab ly  by  IIB  leav in g  o u r  l ib ra ry  ed it ions  a s  tile fullest  
publish t  by  u s  independently .

So s t r o n g  did D orcas  F e l lo w s ’ oppos i t ion  to the  I IB g r o w  
th a t  her  an im o s i ty  b e g a n  to be  di rec ted  t o w a r d s  Godfrey  h im ­
self,  i ts  cham pio n .  Melvil  Dewey,  n e a r i n g  the  e nd  of h i s  long  
life,33 w a s  forced to in te rv ene  a n d  held tw o co nf eren ces  wi th  
th e m  to c le a r  a w a y  the d if ferences.  N eg o t i a t io n s  w e re  u n d e r ­
w a y  wi th  the  Library  of C o n g r e s s  a t  th is  t ime  to h a v e  dec imal  
n u m b e r s  p laced  on  pr in ted  L i b ra ry  of  C o n g r e s s  ca rds .  Th e  
L i b ra ry  of C o n g r e s s  requi red  g r e a t ' s p e e d  in the  provis ion  of 
n u m b e r s  a n d  th a t  once  the y  w e re  p r in te d  the y  could not  be 
c h a n g e d ,  so t h a t  the  I IB h a d  to accept  c h a n g e s  of  e x p a n s i o n s  
m a d e  a t  t h e  DDC Office or  face «conso l id a te d»  d ivergence .

At t h e  1929 IIB Conference ,  D o n k e r  Duyvis  g a v e  his 
ve rs ion  a t  a t t e m p t s  a t  co n c o rd a n c e  a n d  the  t roublesome prob ­
lem of the ta b le s  for 580. He  obser ved  th a t

In Ihc n ew  m an u a l  w e  h ave  m a d e  im p o r ta n t  a l te ra t io n s  in o rde r  lo 
a p proach  unificat ion  w ith  th e  A m erican  edition  of the  DDC. In  the ir  
l a s t  edition our  A m erican  f r iends  h ave  m a d e  o n ly  ve ry  few a l te ra t io n s  
in o u r  d irection,  b u t  they  h ave  in troduced  v a r io u s  ex tensions  based 
on  the  in te rna t iona l  CD, som etim es  w i th  the s a m e  num bers and 
som etim es not.
Now, in one  respect w e  h ave  caused  n ew  discordance.  In b o tan y  we 
h ave  in tro d u ced  the sy s tem  of Prof. E n g le r  which is a t  p re sen t  the  
m os t  widely  used s t a n d a r d  sy s tem  for  bo tan ical  classif ication. Our 
m a in  object w a s  lo fix a  defin i te  place  fo r  every  p lan t ,  so  tha t  In cases 
of  doubt  a b o u t  the c lassif ication of som e specimen, the E n g le r  m a n ­
ual m igh t  give the d e c is io n . . .  O u r  Am erican f r iends  keep s t ro n g ly  
to  the  ou t-of-date  B en tham  a n d  H ooker  sys tem ,  which, in (lie form 
in which it w a s  published in the  l a s t  A m erican  edition, is cer ta in ly  
n o t  u t i l isab le  fo r  scientific  class if icat ion . Recently  our  A m erican  col­
leagues  h ave  expanded  the  B e n th a m  a n d  H ooker  sy s tem  in o rde r  to  
m ak e  it  fit for practical use. Personally ,  I th ink  the  resu l t  of this 
very careful w ork  does no t  m eet  the re g u irem en ts  of a s s ig n in g  a def­
inite  place to every  specimen. '’*
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The  1929 I IB Confe rence  decided t h a t  its 1930 m ee t in g  
wou ld  be held in Zur ich ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  in th e  la s t  w eek  in 
A u gu s t .  Br ad for d  h a d  propo sed  at  the  1929 m e e t i n g  t h a t  the 
a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  of th e  n o w  f i rmly  recons t i t u te d  In s t i t u t e  
shoul d  hencefor th  become so m e th in g  m o re  th a n  bus i ness  
m e e t in gs .  They  shou ld  tak e  on  s o m e t h i n g  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  they  
en joyed  in ear l ie r  d a y s  and  sh o u ld  la s t  f rom four to five days  
wi th  gene ra l  p a p e r s  be in g  p re sen t ed  a t  them.  Th e  1930 meet ing  
w a s  to be  the f irs t  of these  ne w k in ds  of meet ing .  Godfrey  
Dewey w r o te  to O t l e t  e a r ly  in 1930 to a s k  h im to g e t  the  confe r ­
ence  da te  set  back  to J u n e  w hen  he w ou ld  be able  to g e t  to 
E ur ope .  At  the s a m e  t ime  he  exp re sse d  h is  in c r e a s i n g  se nse  of 
d i ss a t i s f ac t io n  wi t h  the  I IB.  H e  repor ted  th a t  the  D C  office 
h ad  a t  l as t  rea che d  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the L i b ra ry  of  C o n g r e s s  
for p la c in g  decimal  n u m b e r s  on L ib ra ry  of C o n g r e s s  pr in ted  
ca rds ,  on the  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  pub l ica t ion  of c a r d s  could 
not  be  de layed  by th e  necess i ty  of  g e t t i n g  dec imal  nu m b er s ,  
and  th a t  n u m b e r s  once  a s s i g n e d  and  p r in te d  on  th e  ca rds ,  
m u s t  not  be a l te red .  H e  cont inued:

This b r in g s  to a  head the  issues  r e g a r d in g  the  bas is  of co-operation 
be tw een  C D  a n d  D C  a r ra n g e d  in 1924 b u t  en ti re ly  d is reg ard ed  by 
CD ever  s ince com m encing  p rep ara t io n  of their  new edit ion. T o  facili tate 
final s tu d y  of the  s i tu a t io n ,  a special w orker  on  M iss  Fellows 
s ta f f  is d e v o t in g  three  m o n th s  to  a n  an a ly t ic  com parison  of C D  and  
D C  which I hope I will  b r in g  w ith  m e  in May.
I am  g re a t ly  d is tressed  to h ave  n o  reply  to m y 14 Novem ber  1929 
le t te r  to you, e ither a s  r e g a r d s  580 o r  the  M u n d a n e u m .  I c a n n o t  
over-em phas ise  the  essen t ia l  im portance  of your  a d h e r in g  to  the 
p rom ises  g iven  w ith  respec t  to  580. If these  a re  d is regarded ,  it  will  
be beyond m y pow er to a s s i s t  fu r th e r  in h an d icap p in g  DC in this 
c o u n try  by  ap p a re n t ly  fu t i le  e ffo r ts  to establish  and  m a in ta in  c o n ­
co rdance  w ith  CD.35

B u t  O t le t  w a s  he lp less .  H e  could  n o t  t a k e  a ny  ac t ion to c h a n g e  
the  d a t e  of t h e  1930 m e e t i n g  which  h ad  been s e t  by the  IIB 
Counci l .  F ur th e rm ore ,  he w a s  h imse l f  be c o m in g  qui te  pe s s i ­
mis t ic  abou t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  th e  CD:

The CD is g rea t ly  ex tended  in Europe  a n d  those  w h o  h ave  brough t  
about  th is  ex tension  ve ry  m uch  desire  a p a r t  in i ts  direction. This is 
to tell you  w e have been ou tf lanked  a t  the  S ec re ta r ia t  of the  CD, and  
it  is go in g  to r e su l t  in a  g re a t  d isa s te r  in the  w o r ld  w hich  uses  de­
cimal num bers ,  and  it  will  find itself in full a n a rch y  a s  to  their  ap-

Elication and  from th is  evil will  com e goo d  (a lw ays in universal 
¡s tory) .  But the  good will pe rhaps  be  for o th e rs  a n d  no t  for us (as  

often  in U niversal  h is to ry ) .  We a sk  you, therefore,  to g o  to L ondon 
to  see B radfo rd  and  P o l l a r d . . .  and  to m eet  u s  w ith  D onker  Duyvis 
in B r u s s e l s . . .  Fo r  m y  p a r t  1 w a n t  com ple te  ag ree m e n t  very much, 
and  I hope th a t  the  fac t  of  h a v in g  lived th ro u g h  the  whole h istory  of 
the  m ovem en t  will perm it  m e to  exercise a n  influence on the  decision 
taken  proport iona l  to th a t  fact.30

When Dewey se t  off to E u r o p e  in 1930, M is s  Fe l lo ws’ s tudy  
of  con cor danc e  had been  comp le t ed  a nd  her r e c o m m e n d a ­
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t ions  made .  T h ey  were  s en t  to B r u s s e l s  in 1931,37 b u t  it is p os ­
s ible th a t  Dewey took a copy of them wi th h im a s  he h ad  hoped  
to do. In a ny  case,  w h e t h e r  he h a d  M is s  F e l lo w s '  r epor t  or  no t .  
he a n d  Otlei. a r r ived  a t  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  for p u r s u i n g  co n co r ­
dance.  a n d  Dewey r e tu r n e d  to  Amer ica  hopeful  of improv ed  
re la t ion s  be tween  the  two c lass i f ica t ions .38

At the  e nd  of th e  1930 conference  of th e  I IB  which w a s  
held as  scheduled  in Zur ich.  Ot le t  w a s  in de spa i r .  T h e  I n s t i ­
tu t e  with its new  shape ,  wi th  i ts y o u n g e r  m e n  s low ly  b u t  
su re ly  t a k i n g  ove r  f rom him a n d  La F on ta in e ,  h a d  not  heeded 
h im or  his p la ns  for  conco rdance .  «You know»,  he  w r o te  to 
D ew ey  a f t e rw ards ,

how I am  forced to find so lu t ions  fo r  concil ia tion;  you k n o w  in w h a t  
genera l  and  fu ture  term s 1 h ave  en v isag e d  he re  in B russe ls  the p rob­
lem posed by concilia tion  and  the  fu ture .  B u t  1 am  no t  followed. In 
London, it  seem s to m e th a t  the  quest ion  of concordance  has  n o t  
been considered in the sam e  spiri t ,  in  t ru th ,  1 am  overwhelm ed,  for, 
m ateria lly ,  I d o n ' t  h ave  time to b a t t le  w i th  o u r  fr iends for the  c a u s e  
of concordance ,  and  to in te rvene  in p a r t icu la r  cases as necessary .  You 
know w h a t  resources  w e lack to  m ak e  a  se r ious  a t t e m p t  a t  o rg a n is a ­
tion of the Tables  of th e  Decimal Classif ica tion  at B r u s s e l s . . .  D e­
prived of . . .  resources  a n d  w a n t in g  to  sa v e  the work, cost w ha t  it  
m ight ,  it w a s  necessary  to h ave  recourse  to a  g rea t  v o lu n ta ry  w ork 
of three  par ties .  From  there  a radical t r an s fo rm a t io n  which has  oper­
a ted in the s t ru c tu re  of the IIB  and  the o rg a n is a t io n  of the  (C lass i­
fication] C om m it tee  a c t in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  w ithou t  h av in g  before it 
the  w hole  of th e  problem p as t ,  p re sen t  a n d  fu tu re .  W h a t  to  do? W h at  
to do?
Here  a re  the reso lu tions  adopted  a t  Zurich. T he  quest ion  of C D — DC 
h a s  been exam ined by the Com mittee .  1 in te rvened  to explain and  
defend the  project e laborated  w ith  you to show the consequences of 
the (ac ts  of the m ovem ent . . .  The E n g l i sh  a n d  the D utch  have 
declared  it to be  impossible  to link them selves w i th  w h a t  th is  project 
would m ean .  I h ave  p reached  in th e  d ese rt ,  a n d  no t  h a v in g  the  
m eans,  I rep ea t  the  m ate ria l  m eans,  of rea l is in g  it  myself ,  the whole 
position has  been w eakened .  Mr. Donker Duyvis  should  h ave  w r i t ten  to  
you ab o u t  w ha t  the  s i tu a t io n  is now. T he  Eng lish  had proposed to 
call him «Dicta tor» of the  classif ication. This  w as  a l it t le  sharp ,  
w h a tev e r  his co llabo ra t ion  on the  tab les  had  been.113

It se e m s  c lear  t h a t  in E u r o p e  there  ha d  g ro w n  up  a s  
s t r o n g  a fee l ing  a g a i n s t  sh a c k l i n g  the C D  to th e  DC a s  D o r ­
ca s  Fe l lo ws  h ad  expressed  a g a i n s t  sh a c k l i n g  the  DC to  the  
CD.  Th is  m u t u a l  r e lu c ta nc e  w a s  exp re sse d  in a t t i t u d e s  to ­
w a r d s  t r ans la t io n .  «Grea t  z DC!», Dorcas  Fe l lows  exc la imed 
to Godfrey Dewey.  «M an  in G e r m a n y  w a n t s  to t r a n s l a t e  it (DC 
mi n d  you, no t  CD )  into G e r m a n  —  w e  to pay for t r a n s l a t i n g  
a n d  pub l i s h in g . »-10 B u t  opposed  to  th i s  w a s  the  E n g l i s h  des i re 
ex p re sse d  in 1931 to t r a n s l a t e  the  C D  in to  E n g l i s h .41

Ot le t  with his un iv e rs a l i s t  phi losophy,  his belief in a grea t  
ce n t ra l i s ed  b ib l iog raphi c  reper tory ,  s t i l l  looked for co n c o rd ­
ance,  for  the  reconc il ia t ion  of d if ferences  to ach ieve  h i s  goa l  of
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world  un i ty  for d ocu m en ta t io n .  D on ke r  Duyvis  a n d  P o l l a r d ,  
on  the  o ther  ha n d ,  w e re  m o re  p r a g m a t i c .  They  wished  to have  
a c lass i f ica t ion  i ss ued  in a r e a s o n a b ly  up- to-da te  form, in use,  
a n d  u n d e r  s t udy  for fur th er  ex tens io n  and  revision.  F o r  th e m  
use  w a s  m a i n l y  local,  t h o u g h  a t  thi s  t ime  they were  or thodox  
a nd  pa id  l ip-service to the  RBU .  I t  d id  not ,  however ,  exerci se  
g r e a t  pow er  on  the i r  i m ag in a t i on .  « In  E n g l a n d  a t  least»,  P o l ­
la rd  had  sa id,  « m a n y  in s t i tu t io ns  prefer  to m a k e  the ir  ow n r e p ­
er tor ies» .42 This  local u se  a n d  the m e th od  Donker  Duyvis  
bel ieved bes t  for i m pro v ing  the new edi t ion  by «retouched» 
t r a n s la t i o n s ,  e m p h a s is e d  the  need  for t r a n s la t i o n s .  Th e  m o r e  
de cent ra l i s ed  «re to uc h in g»  be cam e  the m o re  d i sc or danc e  w oul d  
a p p e a r  not  on ly  be tw een  the  E u r o p e a n  ed i t ion  a n d  the  A m e r i ­
c an  edi t ion ,  bu t  a l so  be tw een  v a r io u s  E u r o p e a n  t r a n s l a t i o n s  as  
well .  Donker  Duyvis  ha d  s t ru c k  a t  the  fou nd a t io n  of un ity 
wi t h  th e  A m e r ic a n  c lass i f ica t ion  a n d  a t  the  wi de r  co ncep t  of a 
s in g le  in te rn a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d ,  t h o u g h  h is  po we r  a s  «d ic ta tor»  
of the  c lass i f ica t ion  a n d  cont ro l le r  of t r a n s l a t i o n s  w a s  a l it t le 
conf ined  by the Zur ich  conference’s decis ion th a t  the E x e c u ­
t ive  Council  of  the  IIB a n d  not  the C C  w o u ld  have  u l t i m a t e  
a u t ho r i ty  for  ap pr o v in g  al l  p u bl ic a t io ns  m a d e  in th e  n a m e  of 
the  I IB.

A l t h o u g h  the  m a in  tab les  were  f inished in 1929 a nd  work  
be g a n  a t  once  upon  the ir  revis ion,  ex tens ion  a n d  t r ans la t io n ,  the 
index  to the  new edit ion  did not  a p p e a r  in the  six m o n th s  D o n ­
ker Duyvis  ha d  e s t im a te d  a s  n ecessary  for  i ts p re pa ra t io n .  Nor  
did the  sub- commi t te e  for the  ta b l es  of the co m m o n  s u b d iv i ­
s ions  quick ly  pro duce  a revised  vers ion  of these.  As  a resu l t  
th e  ed i t ion  la n g u is h e d  unc om ple ted  un t i l  1932. A le t te r  f rom 
Léon W o u t e r s  to La F o n ta in e  in M a rc h  1930 descr ibes  s om e  
of the  di ff icul ties r e s u l t in g  f rom the  de lay  in c o m p le t i n g  the 
n e w  edi t ion.

T his  e v en in g  a s  on  num erous  o th e r  e v en in g s  I am  d e v o t in g  m yse lf  
to the correspondence  of the subscr ibers  to the Decimal Classification. 
Im ag in e  a th o u sa n d  c o rre sponden ts  sca t te red  in 45 different c o u n ­
tr ie s  . . .  Their  le t ters  a re  g enera l ly  very polite a n d  express  a pa tience  
which d oes  honour  to the  b ro therhood  of the  decimalis ts .
How ever ,  there  a re  so m e  le t te rs  which ask  if w e  are  sw ind le rs ;  
o th e rs  sa y in g  th a t  they are  g o in g  to a d d ress  themselves to im por tan t  
people  in B russels  to find ou t  w h a t  this In te rn a tio n a l  Ins t i tu te  of 
B ibliography is lo which they h ave  sen t  m oney  w i th o u t  rece iv ing  i ts  
va lue  in re tu rn .  A nother ,  a  G e rm an  bookseller,  has  informed us th a t  
lie h a s  a t  las t  received the  volume subscribed to three  years  ago. but 
th a t  he has  been obliged to re tu rn  it to u s  because  h is  client had  
died in the m eantim e.

Lastly ,  a g re a t  num ber  tell u s  th a t  they d o  not have  the a lphabetica l  
index, th a t  they  have  the m o s t  u r g e n t  need of it, a n d  beg  us to let 
them  know unequivocab ly  w h en  w e  in ten d  to  send it  to them  . . .
T he  pr in te r  receives le t ters  and  the  I IB  also. They send them  to me;
I read  them; I reply to them  best  I can ,  c a lm in g  impatience and
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m a k in g  prom ises tha t  a re  no t  kept and  of w hich  1 am  a f te rw a rd s  
rem inded  . . .

I am  m ak in g  it m y d u ty  to acqua in t  you to -d ay  w ith  these bi tter  
c r it ic ism s of which’ I a m  to be  unde rs to o d  a s  only  th e  echo a n d  
which I have described to M r. O t le t  on  several occasions.
The  facts a rc  impressive; h u n d re d s  and  h u n d re d s  of subscr ibers  beg  
u s  to f in ish  it. They a r e  in te res ted ;  they  m er i t  o u r  sy m p a th y ;  they  are  
i m p a t i e n t . . .
W h a t  can  he sa id  a bou t  o u r  p ro g res s  to w ard  th a t  m o m e n t  w h en  w e 
will  h ave  d isch arg ed  o u r  ob l iga t ions .  W e m u s t  give  o u r  consciences 
som e peace.
I appeal to you .  my d e a r  M r. La  Fon ta ine ,  to take  a n  energe tic  
decision, so  th a t  the  com m on subd iv is ions  can  be prepared ,  so  t h a t  a 
m o re  o r  less perfect a lphabetica l  index c a n  be issued.
S a v e  us from th is  n ig h tm are .  F o r  m y n a r t  1 a m  m ora l ly  and  p hys i­
cally  exhaus ted ,  and  the  p leasu re  I took in he lp ing  the  en te rp r ise  to  
be  successful h a s  been replaced by a s t r o n g  reg re t  a t  h a v in g  delivered 
m yself  to the du ty  of ly ing  a n d  m a k in g  vain prom ises  to so  m an y  
people w ho  deserve be t te r  t rea tm en t.43

A L IN G II  P R IN S  AND C O N T IN U E D  D E V E L O PM E N T

The y e a r  1931 w a s  a y e a r  of g r e a t  c h a n g e  for the  I IB.  
It w a s  the yea r  in which w o rk  on  t r a n s l a t i n g  the  UDC into 
E n g l i s h  w a s  formal ly  begun.  It w a s  the y e a r  that ,  b ecau se  of 
th e  prospec t  of th i s  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  con co rd anc e  wi th  th e  A m e r i ­
c an  edi t ion w a s  recogn ise d  a s  h a v i n g  become only  des i r ab le  
r a t h e r  t h a n  imp era t ive ly  necessa ry .  It w a s  the  y e a r  of G e r m a n  
t r a n s l a t i o n s ;  a y e a r  in which  th e  ce n t r a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  of the  
In s t i tu te  w a s  fu r ther  e roded  by the  g r o w i n g  s t r e n g t h  of 
na t io na l  sect ions.  I t  w a s  the  year  in which the I n s t i t u te ’s n a m e  
w a s  c h a n g e d  a n d  a Dutch Pr e s id en t ,  J.  A l i ng h  P r i n s ,  took 
office, c e m e n t i n g  Dutch  pow er  in the m a n a g e m e n t  of  the  
I n s t i t u te ' s  af fai r s,  a nd  c o n f i rm in g  a n d  a c c e le r a t i n g  th e  c h a n g e s  
b egun by Pol la rd.

E a r l y  iii 1931, P o l l a r d  w r o te  to G odfr ey  Dewey  r e ques t in g  
p e rm is s i on  lo t r a n s l a t e  the  C D  into Engl i sh .  Dewey w a s  
a la r m e d :

E du ca tio n  F o u n d a t io n  (Lake  P lac id  Club) p ro tes ts  officially and  
ea rn e s t ly  a g a in s t  Eng lish  t ran s la t io n  of Classif ica tion  Decim ale  which 
would be  direct v io la tion of fundam en ta l  ag ree m e n t  w i th  In te rna t iona l  
In s t i tu te  of Bibliography. I will  be  in L ondon  ab o u t  Ju n e  I to 
d iscuss  the  u n d e r ly in g  prob lem  which is concordance.44

In  Lo nd on  he m e t  P ol la rd ,  two of the  IIB Se c re ta r ie s -G ener a l  
(D o n k e r  Duyvis,  r e p o r t i n g  on th e  me e t in g ,  does no t  m en t io n  
w ho  the  o ther  w a s ) ,  a n d  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  of the  B S I B  and  
A S L I B  (Assoc ia t ion of Specia l  L ib ra r ie s  a n d  In format ion .  B u ­
r e a u x ) .  Th e  m e e t i n g  w a s  j u d g e d  successful  a n d  it w a s  ag re e d  
tha t :

I. All pa r ties  w ould  ren ew  their  e ffo r ts  to  achieve complete  accord 
between the l ib rary  a n d  b ib liographic  edit ions,  a n d  w ould  s t r ive  for 
the e s tab l ishm en t  of c en tra l  m ach inery  provided w ith  the  necessary
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su p p o r t  and  au th o r i ty  to  en su re  success, to effect such accord and  
en su re  i t s  p re se rv a t io n  in the  future.
2. T he  pa r ties  responsib le  fo r  the  projected  Eng lish  t ran s la t io n  
w ould  explore the poss ib ilit ies  of p rov id ing  in th a t  t r an s la t io n  (which 
w ould  au tom atica l ly  become the  s ta n d a r d  a u thor ised  ed it ion  of the  
I IB )  suffic ient re -a d ju s tm e n t  of d isco rdan t  sec t ions  to en ab le  the  
E d u ca t io n a l  F o u n d a t io n  [of th e  Lake  P lacid  C lubj  to  accept this a s  a 
v a lu ab le  ev idence  of good will.
3. P re ferab ly ,  such p re l im in a ry  rev is ions w ould  be m ad e  in the  m a in  
th ree -f igu re  divis ions,  a s  fa r  a s  practicable .
4. T he  r e su l ts  of  this p re l im inary  su rv ey  would be  com m unica ted  to 
M r. Dewey in  o rd e r  th a t  he m ig h t  pu t  them before  the  Educationa l  
Fo u n d a t io n  a s  evidence o f  co-opera tion  a n d  good will.44

W h a t  ha d  become of D or cas  F e l l o w s’ p ro jec t  for concor dance  
is obscure ,  a n d  Donke r  Duyv is  m a k e s  no ment io n  of it in his 
1931 r epor t  on  the  Cla ss i f ica t ion  C o m m i t t e e ’s  work.  F r o m  a 
c o m m e n t  of  his, it s e e m s  c l ea r  th a t  he e n v i s a g e d  the  Eng l i s h  
t r a n s l a t i o n  of  the CD as  be in g  s ig n i f i can t ly  d if feren t  from the 
DC. «It  s e e m s  imposs ib le»,  he sa id,  «to rea l i se  the conco rda nce  
all of a su d d en ,  therefore  we  sh o u ld  try to m a k e  the two 

e d i t ions  a p p ro a c h  each o th e r  g r a d u a l l y  ' in su b se q u e n t  e d i ­
t ions».4“ Thi s  c o m m e n t  revea ls  a g a i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  of g e t t in g  
the  C D  into t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  into pr in t  a s  a ba s i s  for fu ture 
rev is ions.  Th ou gh  belief  in the  des i rab i l i ty  of con cor danc e  w a s  
n eve r  qu i te  lost in E u r o p e  a n d  so m e  work  a p p e a r s  to have  
been done  on it, a f te r  1931 the work  w a s  token and  the  belief 
v a g u e .  P e rm is s io n  w a s  g r a n t e d  by the A m e r i c a n s  in 1933 for 
the  p r i n t i n g  of the E n g l i s h  ed it ion  subjec t  on ly  to the provi ­
so s  t h a t  « s u b s ta n t i a l  c o n c o rd a n c e  on 1000 h e a d s  be reached»,  
a n d  t h a t  a formal  ac k n o w le d g e m en t  of the o r ig in  of the CD 
in Melvi l  Dewey ' s  DC be m ade .47 The  work  w a s  to be i s s ued  as  
a  Br i t i sh  S t a n d a r d .

The  G e r m a n s  e m e r g e d  as  a n  im p o r t a n t  g ro u p  in the  for­
t u n e s  of  the  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  a n d  the  IIB in 1931. In 
h i s  r epor t  on  the ac t ivi t i es  of  the  Cla ss i f ica t ion  C o m m i t te e  for 
t h a t  year ,  D onke r  Duyvis  de scr ibed  the new sh a p e  the o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n  of  work  on  th e  U D C  h ad  ta ke n  fo l lowing his sc hem e  of 
ex tens ion  a n d  revis ion t h ro u g h  t r ans la t io n .  In G e r m a n y ,  he 
a n n o u n c e d ,  a n  a br id ge d  m a n u a l  of the  U D C  w a s  b e i n g  p re ­
pared .  G r e a t  hopes  w e re  h a d  of  th i s  work:

Tills edition will  be  far  m ore  ex tensive  th a n  the F rench  «abrégées», 
a n d  m a y  be considered  a t rue  « l ibrary  edition». I t  m ay  se rve  the  fol­
lo w in g  jjurposcs:
1. C lassif ica tion  fo r  public  libraries,
2. C lassif ica tion  for l a rg e r  genera l  libraries such as u n ivers i ty  libraries,
3. Classif ica tion  for special l ibraries .  In  th a t  c a s e  the  t ran s la t io n  of 
the  pa r t  of the  complete  m an u a l  in connection  with  the  specia l  field 
of  the l ib rary  should  be  used to g e th e r  w i th  the  G e rm an  abridged  
edit ion.
4. In t roduct ion  and  genera l  gu id e  to  the  com ple te  m an u a l .43
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Moreover ,  G e r m a n  t r a n s la t i o n  of a n u m b e r  of specia l  se c t i ons  
in the  field of  the  « technica l  sciences» of  the  comple te  m a n u a l  
w e re  u n d e r t a k e n  u n d e r  the  supe rv is io n  of Car i  Wa l th e r .  T r a n s ­
la t ion  involved «re touches» ,  a n d  Donke r  Duyvis  ad vi se d  those  
w h o  w a n t e d  e x te ns io ns  o r  to co -op e ra te  in so m e w a y  in th e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of the G e r m a n  ed it ion of the  spec ia l  se c t i ons  to 
pu t  thems elves  into c om m un ic a t i on  wi th  W a l t h e r  w ho  presided 
ove r  a specia l  commit tee ,  the  D eut sche r  A us sc huss  für  U n i ­
versel  Klass if ika t ion ,  to c oo rd in a te  G e r m a n  efforts .  « P r a c t i c a l ­
ly al l  l e a rn ed  a nd  technica l  soc ie t ies  in G e r m a n y »  w e re  r e p r e ­
se n t e d  in th i s  C o m m it te e  which  h a d  official  s tatus .*9

In E n g l a n d  e m p h a s i s  w a s  on  work  in the  pur e  sc iences  
a n d  the medica l  sc iences.  The  E n g l i s h  co l l ab o ra to r s  te n d ed  to 
w o rk  through the  i n te rm ed ia ry  of  the Sc ience Library.  A jo in t  
com mi t te e  of  AS L IB  and  B S I B ,  however ,  h ad  been formed to 
work  on  the  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the whole  C D  m a n u a l .  The  e m e r g e n ­
ce  of  a s t r o n g  E n g l i s h  a n d  G e r m a n  in te res t  in t h e  U D C  m e a n t  
t h a t  n o w  four  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s  w e r e  deeply  e n g a g e d  in t h e  
a f fa i r s  of  the  Ins t i tu t e  — En gl i s h ,  G e r m a n ,  Dutch a n d  Belg ian .  
The  provis ion  w r i t te n  into th e  192-1 rev ision of  the  IIB s ta tu te s ,  
s t re sse d  by P o l l a r d  in 1928 thoug h h is  concept  of « d a u g h t e r  
soc ie t ies» a n d  fur ther  e n c o u r a g e d  by the a l loca t ion  of  vo t in g  
r ig h t s  in 1929 which em p h a s i se d  the  im p o r t a n c e  of  na t io na l  
sect ions in the ins t i tu te ,  w a s  now  t a k in g  effect wi th a v e n ­
g e a n c e  t h ro u g h  w o rk  on t r a n s l a t i o n  of  the  U D C .  As  the na t iona l  
sec t ions  inc re a se d  the ir  ac t iv i ty  and  inf luence,  the  cen t ra l  po­
si t ion of Otle t .  La F o n ta in e  a nd  the  I IB H e a d q u a r t e r s  in B r u s ­
sels,  w a s  g r a d u a l l y  un d e rm in ed .  N o t i ng  the  e m e rg e n c e  ol 
s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l i s t  forces in the  I IB in 1930. Ot le t  obser ved  to  
G odfrey  Dewey: «I bel ieve there  is g o i n g  to b e  a c ri si s».50

T he  U D C  n o w  b e c a m e  th e  ke y  to  r en ew ed  L e a g u e  in te re s t  
ui the IIB. The  C o m m i t t e e  of L ibrary  Ex pe r t s  h ad  decided 
in 1929 to  explore  w a y s  of  L e a g u e  co l labora t i on  wi th  t h e  
I IB in te rm s  of the s t u d y  a n d  co-o rd ina t ion  of b ib l io gr aph i ­
cal  c lass i f icat ion.  P o l la rd ,  e m p h a s i s i n g  the w id e s p r e a d  u se  or  
the U D C  in E n g l a n d  a n d  the MB's « in te rna t i ona l  ne two rk  of 
af f i l ia ted Societ ies»,  ha d  s u g g e s t e d  to the C om m it t ee  that  it 
fo rmal ly  ado pt  the  Decimal  C la ss i f i ca t io n  a n d  se t  the  I IB up 
a s  a B r a n c h  of the Ins t i tu te .51 The  Com mi t te e ,  however,  rec­
o m m e n d e d  t h a t  the c lass i f ica t ion,  the la r g e s t  ex is t in g  a t t em pt  
a t  un ive rsa l  c lassi f ica t ion,  «should  be improv ed  ac ross  the 
v a r ious  sc iences bu t  t a k i n g  into account  the ne eds  of  l ib ra r ies  
which  h a s  not  been d o n e  before».  It m a d e  it c le ar  t h a t  th e re  
could  b e  n o  in t i m a te  p a r t ic ip a t io n  of  L e a g u e  a n d  I IB in th is  
v e n tu re  a n d  resolved tha t

it is not possible for the Sub-Committee for Sciences and Bibliography 
or the Committee of Library Experts to collaborate directly in 
this work: that, moreover, it is desirable that the Brussels Institute
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ensure the collaboration of experienced librarians in the improvement 
of the schedules and the Index; that the French edition of the 
Schedules and the Index, now in the course of publication, should be 
translated into other languages, especially into German and Englishi

Do Vos Va n  S te en w i jk  g a the red  th a t  the  m a jo r  ob jec t ions  to 
th e  C la ss i f ica t ion  «re la ted  to  the f ields of  the h u m a n i t i e s  and  
soc ia l  sciences a nd  a l s o  to no n- Ca th ol ic  t heo lo gy»53 —  j u s t  the 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  new edi t ion  for  w h ic h  O t l e t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  were  
re sp ons ib le  a n d  which w e re  essen t i a l ly  re pr in te d  f rom the f irst  
edi t ion.

The fol lowing year ,  de Vos V a n  S teenwi jk  as ked  Donker  
Duyvis  if he a n d  a n o t h e r  re pr e se n ta t iv e  of  the  B r u s s e l s  In s t i ­
tute  woul d  a p p e a r  defore  the C o m m i t t e e  of  L ib ra ry  E x ­
p e r t s  to d i scuss  the  c lass i f ica t ion  fur ther .  At D on ke r  D uy v is ’s 
re co m m en d at io n ,  P o l l a r d  w a s  chose n  as  the  second  r e p r e s e n t a ­
tive. The  des i re  a t  the P a r i s  Inst i tu te ,  the tw o m en  were  in fo rm­
ed,  w a s  «to end up do in g  so m e th in g  p rac t i ca l»  .and it w a s  s u g ­
g e s t e d  th a t  P o l l a r d  should  m ake  specif ic p r op osa ls  for col labo­
r a t ion  to the C o m m it te e  on  Intel lec tua l  Co-o pe ra t io n .54 Donker  
D uyv is  wi ll ingly a g r e e d  to all of this,  e m p h a s i s i n g  the view 
which  gove rn ed  his  whole a t t i t u d e  to  the  c lass if ica t ion  a n d  to 
S u b -C o m m it t e e  pa r t ic ip a t i o n  in the w o r k  of h i s  Class i f ica t ion  
Com mi t te e ,  a v iew which in fu r i a te d  Otle t ,  t h a t  the U D C  «in no 
w a y  con s t i tu t e d  a defini t ive  sys tem,  b u t  w a s  more  the  bas i s  
for s t u d y  for fu ture  deve lopme nt» .55

In J u n e  1930, P o l la r d  a s  P re s id e n t  of  the I I B  a nd  Donker  
Duyvis  a s  Se c re ta ry  of the Cla ss i f ica t ion  C om m it te e  hav ing  
m e t  wi th  the  L e a g u e  of N a t i o n s '  C o m m it te e  of  L i b ra ry  Ex per t s  
to d i scuss  the  UDC,

The Committee, confirming the appreciation it had already formed of 
the whole system in a preceding session, observed again the impor­
tance and the diversity of the applications that it has found and the 
extensions that it will probably be called upon to make in the years 
to come.
It believes that it is desirable that an authorised organisation should 
be created or developed consisting of bibliographers, librarians, and 
other competent persons, an organisation which should establish 
direct relations with the International Committee for the Decimal 
Classification in order to collaborate with it in perfecting the decimal 
system.
In order to establish a liaison which seems necessary, the expert com­
mittee recommends that the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation 
should be represented by an observer on the International Committee 
for the Decimal Classification.
The Committee has learned with satisfaction of the publication of a 
review which will be devoted not only to the Decimal Classification, 
but to general questions of classification and documentation in 
general.
The Committee regrets that the present resources of the International 
Institute for Intellectual Co-operation do not enable it to grant the 
International Committee for the Decimal Classification the subsidy it



had env isaged  for e n co u ra g in g  w ork a l  the m om ent  in the hands 
of p r ivate  persons.  It w ould  be h ap p y  to see  the  Dutch G overnm en t  
help m ate r ia l ly  the work  o n  the Decimal C lassif ica tion  as it is m a n ­
ag ed  by  the N cd er landsch  In s t i tu u t  voor D ocum en ta t ie  en  R iges tra tuu r .60

I t  is in te re s t in g  t h a t  the  Ex p e r t  C o m m it te e  did not  ac k n o w l­
e d g e  the lo n g  neglec ted  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  ex is ted  be tween  the 
L e a g u e  and  the  I IB.  M or eo ve r  the  Exper t  C om m it t ee  ha d  s h o w ­
ed itself convinced t h a t  the  Dutch  were  in c h a r g e  of the de­
v e lo pm ent  of the  U D C  a n d  had r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  the  Dutch  
G o v e rn m e n t  s u p p o r t  the work .  Th e re  w a s  no ind ica t ion  in the 
r e p o r t  t h a t  the  Cl ass i f ica t ion  C o m m it t e e  w a s  mere ly  a C o m ­
mi t tee  of  the  i 1B w h o s e  official  H e a d q u a r t e r s  w e re  in B r u s ­
sels .  N or  w a s  th e re  a n y  ind ica t ion  th a t  the  rev iew,  D o c u m e n ­
ta l  io U n iversa lis ,  w h o s e  a p p e a r a n c e  the  C o m m it te e  had 
ap p la u d ed ,  w a s  not  the o r g a n  of th is  C om m it t ee  but  officially 
' eplaced  the  I I B  B u l le t in  a n d  w a s  edi ted a t  t h e  P a l a i s  M o n ­
dial.

These  reso lu t ions  w e re  accepted  in P a r i s  and  Gen eva  and  
ways  of  im p le m e n t i n g  them w e re  a t  once  explored.  The  Dutch  
g ov e rn m en t  w a s  official ly reques ted  to  subs id ise  Donker  
Duyv is ’s  Cla ss i f ica t ion  C o m m it te e  (CC) .  Af te r  m u c h  deba te  
in the L e a g u e  S u b -C o m m it te e  it w a s  dec ided th a t  a p e r m a n e n t  
L eagu e  re p re se n t a t i v e  on  the  C C  w a s  no t  ne c e s sa ry  and  th a t  
»ne of  the C o m m it t e e  of L i b ra ry  Exper t s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  Marce l  
Bodet, S wi ss  N a t io na l  L ib ra r ia n ,  m ig h t  p a r t i c ip a te  in CC 
m eet in gs  w h e n  th i s  seemed w a r r a n t e d ' « i n  or de r  to offer  p r a c ­
tical co llabora t ion» .57 But  the Se c re t a ry  of the Leagu e  C o m ­
mi t tee  in G e n e v a  m a d e  it ab so l u te ly  c le a r  t h a t  th er e  « m u s t  be 
no  f inanc ia l  c h a r g e  w h a t e v e r  f rom the fac t  of  thi s  l i ai son».58 
The  Dutch  g o v e r n m e n t  found  itself ob l iged  to decl ine  to meet  
the  League  C o m m i t t e e ’s reques t  for  subs id y  for the  C C  and  
Donker  Duyvis  w a s  then  as ke d  w h a t  the  P a r i s  I n s t i tu t e  should 
do next  to as s i s t  in the c rea t ion  of th e  «n a t io na l  o r g a n is m s »  
fo work  wi t h  th e  CC as  r e c om m ended  by the  Sub- Com mit tee .  
So m e  count r i es ,  Donker  Duyvis  repl ied,  a l r e a d y  were  w o r k i n g  
wi th th e  I IB a n d  had more  or  less ac t ive sect ions .  Th e  In s t i ­
tu te  in P a r i s ,  as  fa r  as  these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w e re  concerned,  
mi gh t  c o m m u n ic a te  the  S u b -C o m m it te e ’s re so lu t io ns  to them, 
a n d  to the  na t ion a l  a cade m ie s  of sc ience  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of 
e ng in ee rs  a n d  tec hn ic ia ns  re q u e s t i n g  g r e a t e r  co l labora t ion  and  
e n l a r g e d  scope.  In o t h e r  count r ies ,  especial ly  Au s t r ia ,  H u n g a ­
ry, Sw eden ,  Norw ay,  D en m ark .  F i n la nd ,  Sp a in ,  I t a ly  a n d  Rou- 
m a n ia ,  the na t i o n a l  a c a d e m ies  of  science and  o th e r  s im i la r  
bodies shou ld  be asked  to se t  up na t ion a l  g r o u p s  to w or k  wi th  
the  CC.59 The  P a r i s  Ins t i tu t e  fol lowed Donker  D u y v is ’s  s u g ­
ge s t io n s  and  a n u m b e r  of c o u n t r ie s  reac ted  posi t ively,  t h ou gh  
in s om e  the ma t t e r ,  re fe r red  to  v a r io u s  bodies  for  s tudy ,  w a s  
a l lowed to drop.
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At the a n n u a l  conference  of the IIB in 1931 a t  The  H ague ,  
th e  bas i s  for  fur ther  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  w a s  laid.  In the  s u m m a r y  
repor t  of  the conference60 Ot le t  observed  th a t  the success  of the 
Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  w a s  now a s s u re d ,  but  co m m e n te d  tha t

effor ts  should  be m ad e  to g u a ra n te e  the m ain tenance  and  the  unity  
of the  sys tem . C e r ta in  people believe th a t  they  can  presen t  different 
versions.  This  is a n  e r ro r  and  a  fault .  The IIB  tias laid down principles 
for the protection  of the  w o rk  of which it  is the  g u a rd ia n  in the  com­
mon interest .  T ran s la t io n s  a n d  publications of e x trac ts  o f  the  official 
version  can  be m ad e  on ly  w i th  permission.81

N o w  t h a t  the  U D C  h a d  been repr in t ed ,  Ot le t  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  
o th e r  im p o r t a n t  work  of the I IB,  left in a b e y a n c e  for a t ime,  
could  be re sum ed .  H e  m e n t io n e d  the  R B U  a n d  the  va r ious  pu b­
l ica t ions  of the  I IB.  I le  p r e se n te d  a pape r  on  the B ib liograph ia  
U n iversa lis  to th e  Conference ,  r e v e r t in g  to an  ea r l i e r  concept  
of  co -opera t ion  in the  RBU, t h o u g h  the  p a p e r  w a s  essen t ia l ly  
a col lect ion of « ob se rva t ions  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  for  the 
pub l ica t ion  of b ib l iog raph ica l  no tices  and  col lect ions» .“

Debate ,  however ,  w a s  s p a r k e d  by a r e p o r t  p r e se n t e d  by 
J e a n  G éra rd .  Di rec tor  of  the  In te rn a t io na l  Office for Chemis t ry  
in Par i s ,  on  th e  c rea t i on  l a rge ly  by G e r a r d  in F r a n c e  of a 
Union  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s  connec t ed  with Docum en ta t io n  
( L ' U F O D  — U nio n  F r a n ç a i s e  des Offices  de D oc u m e n ta t io n ) .

The d eb a te  pe rm it ted  the  exchange  of genera l  v iew s on  the  or ien ta t ion  
a n d  o rg an isa t io n ,  even, to be  g iven  to  the IIB in the  future. I t  w as  
u n an im o u s ly  considered w ro n g  th a t  c e r ta in  people had  identified the 
In s t i tu te  w i th  som e of i ts  m ethods .  O n  the  con tra ry ,  the  In s t i tu te  has 
a very  genera l  object.  W ithout  a doubt ,  it  a t taches  a crit ical im portance  
to the e labora t ion  of a complete  a n d  r ig o ro u s  m ethod perm it ting  
co-operation; w ithou t  a doubt it  a ttached a pa r t icu la r  va lue  to  the 
Decimal C lassif ica tion  because of this. B u t  to  become a m em ber  of the 
IIB does no t  imply the  accep tance  of those  m ethods;  no  profession of 
«decimal orthodoxy»  has  ever been dem an d ed  of i ts  m embers.  Thus, 
w i th  i ts  c en tra l  e s tab lishm ent,  i ts  specialised comm issions,  i ts  na tiona l  
sections,  i ts  a n n u a l  conferences,  the  I IB  p re sen ts  itself a s  the  general  
o rg a n is a t io n  for d o c u m e n ta t io n . . .
A t the  conclusion of the  debate ,  it w a s  decided to jo in  to the  nam e 
of tile I IB  th a t  of In te rn a t io n a l  In s t i tu te  for D ocum en ta t ion  and  to 
in te rp re t  it in the  sense  of a ve r i tab le  W orld  U n i o n . . .63

The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  the n a m e  of the In s t i t u te  Ot le t  inter ­
pre ted  as  a s te p  t o w a r d s  the c rea t ion  of the In t e rn a t io n a l  Union 
for Doc um ent a t io n ,  t h a t  h a u n t i n g  idea  t h a t  reached  back to 
the  very  foun da t io n  of  the In s t i tu te  i tself,  and  p a r t i c u l a r ly  to 
the  w o r k  of the  I IB C onfe rences  of 1908 a n d  1910.

At  the  1931 H a g u e  Conference ,  however ,  not  on ly  w a s  the 
n a m e  of the  IIB c h a n g e d ,  P o l l a r d  w a s  rep la ced  by Al ingh  
P r i n s  as  P re s id e n t  of  the In s t i t u te  which now h a d  a Dutch 
Pr es id ent  a n d  a Dutch  S e c re t a ry -G en e ra l  w ho  w a s  a lso Se c re ­
t a r y  of  th e  I n s t i tu te ' s  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  Commit tee ,  the  I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  C o m m it t e e  for the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion .  L oss eau  g ives  
a c lue  to the  s i gn i f i cance  of the I IB ’s c h a n g e  of  n a m e  and  the
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a p p a r e n t  t r i umph  of the  Dutch sect ion  in the  Ins t i tu te .  I l e  had 
read  an  account  of  th e  Confe rence  in the  p a g e s  of  L a  L ib ra ­
irie. «I d on ' t  u n d e r s t and» ,  he com p la in e d  to Ot le t

w h y  you h ave  consen ted  to the  I IB’s  c h a n g e  of name. 1 consider  tha t  
it will  be  a n  incalculable e rror if this decision is m ain ta ined .  It will  
be  a n  impossible blow to the  Ins t i tu te .  You a re  d isco u rag in g  old fa i th ­
fuls to enco u rag e  y o u n g  ones  pe rhaps ,  but in a n y  case,  people who 
a re  no t  imbued w ith  principles. T he  Dutch I repea t  it to  you. d o  you 
g re a t  w rong .  I h ave  a lw ay s  considered th a t  they did you w r o n g  but 
this t ime they  comprom ise  the ve ry  exis tence of your w o r k . . .  W atch  
out, m y d e a r  Otlet ,  you a re  a t  a d a n g e ro u s  turning. '*

This w a s  indeed t rue.  O n  the 20th N o vem ber  1931 on  s t a ­
t ion ery  h ea de d  in bold black type  « I n s t i t u t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  de 
D oc um ent a t io n»  with the  lege nd  in s l ig h t ly  less bold type  «de  
la P a r t  de la Pré s id ence ,  La H a y e  ( P a y - B a s )  ...», Al ingh  
P r i n s  w r o te  Ot le t  the fo l lowing note:

We very  sincerely  request  th a t  you refra in  from any  in te rven t ion  in 
the  m a n a g e m e n t  of the f inances of the  I ID (not the  I IB ) .  They a re  in 
the  h and  of the  A ss is tan t-Secre ta ry  at the  m om en t ,  and  we m us t  
a w a i t  the  o u tco m e ."

T he  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  c re a te d  by  th i s  ex t reme ly  cu r t  ins t ruc t ion  
w a s  d i ss ipa ted  a f te r  «c icar  a n d  full d iscussions» .  La te r ,  Otlet ,  
e x p la in in g  his a nd  La F o n t a i n e ’s posi t ion,  ske tched  the ou t ­
l ines of  w h a t  becam e  a n  open d i s a g r e e m e n t  be twe en  the ir  older 
concept  of « the  e n d s  a n d  me th ods»  of th e  In s t i t u t e  a n d  the  new 
concept  em b ra c e d  by Al ing h  P r i n s  a n d  others :

As far  as we are  concerned, w e  believe th a t  a view of the  whole  
field of  b ib liography  and docum enta t ion ,  such a s  the  Conferences 
held before  the W ar  delimited and  which w e  had  ourse lves  beg u n  to 
cult ivate,  should  never  be lost. This field comprised  the  Decimal 
Classif ication,  the  U niversal  Bibliographic  Repertory ,  tile O rg an isa t io n  
of a n  In te rn a t io n a l  Network, C entra l  Collections of Documentation, 
the pa ra l le l ism  of the  tw o  p a r t s  of Docum entat ion ,  the  one  scientific, 
the o th e r  ad m in is t ra t ive :  the  Theory  a n d  G enera l  M e thodo logy  in this 
a rea  (Bibliology o r  Biblio technology),  the co-operation and  federation 
of forces; the  l ia ison of the  in te rn a t io n a l  o rg a n isa t io n  of Docum en­
ta t ion ,  w ith the  in te rna t iona l  o rg a n is a t io n  of inte llectual w o rk ."

Alingh  P r i n s  and  his c o l le agu es  w e re  concerned  wi th  a d ­
m in is t r a t iv e  pr ob le m s  wi th in the Ins t i tu te ,  espec ia l ly  those  s u r ­
ro u n d i n g  the  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of  conferences ,  the  im p le m ent a t io n  
of  the i r  dec is ions a n d  the  f inances  of the  Ins t i tu te .  L e t te r s  such 
as  the  fo l lowing  s u g g e s t  how p r e s s in g  these  pr ob le m s were  
becoming .  The  L ib ra r i an  of the  J o h n  C r e r a r  L ibra ry  in C h i ­
c a g o  h a d  received a pos t -c ard  re ques t  for the L i b r a r y ’s  1930 
sub scr ip t ion  to the  IIB.  «In reply»,  he  wrote :

I b e g  to  inform you tha t  wc have  received n o th in g  from  you on  our  
m em bership  for 1930 u n less  you consider  a list of y our  'm em bers '  as 
y our  publications.  As w e a re  o p e ra t in g  w ith  public  funds,  I have  no 
f ight to pay you a  'cotisa tion '.  I believe tha t  for several yea rs  w e  
have had  no com m unica tion  from you except a n  an n u a l  bill on  a 
postcard .87
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In Europe,  A l i ng h  P r i n s  a n d  o t he rs  ha d  become susp ic ious  of 
the unrea l i s t i c  scope  of O t le t ’s p r o g r a m ,  they h ad  learned  
to d i s t r u s t  the R B U  a nd  the in fo rmat ion  serv ice  ba se d  on  it. 
They  w e re  ex asp e ra te d  by the ineff iciency of the H e a d q u a r t e r s  
Of f ic e  in the  P a l a i s  M on dia l .  They  t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  concre te ,  
p rac t ica l  m a t t e r s  of  g e t t i n g  the In s t i t u te  func t ion in g  on a 
se c u re  f inanc ia l  a n d  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  ba s i s  a nd  per forming  
l imited but  obvious ly useful  work.

C R I S I S

By Ju ly  1932 Ot let  h ad  become convinced  th a t  the crisis 
he h a d  foreseen w a s  upon the  Ins t i tu te .  H e  a d d r e s s e d  to La 
F o n t a i n e  a «note» se t t i n g  ou t  w h a t  he bel ieved h a d  happened .  
T h e r e  w e r e  some ge ne ra l  fac ts  to which  he f irst  d r e w  La F o n ­
t a i n e ' s  a t ten t io n .

A. Technical g ro u p s  in v a r io u s  coun tr ies  a re  be in g  asked to  form 
nationa l  sec tions when  the  sec tions should  represen t  all the forces of 
documentat ion .
B. There  has  been a  tendency  to  pu t  the sp o t l ig h t  on  the  Decimal C las ­
sif ica t ion .  one  of the e lem en ts  of the Ins t i tu te ,  and  leave in shadow  or 
s ilence the o th e r  e lem ents ,  no tab ly  the B ib liographia  U niversa lis  and 
the U niversal  Bibliographic  R eperto ry  on  cards.
C. The o r ig ina l  p lan of o b ta in in g  official a id  from g o v e rn m en ts  for 
the  c en tra l  In s t i tu te  is b e in g  d epar ted  from.
D. The p ro g ram  a rrived  a t  o r  in the process of b e in g  arrived a t  with 
the League  of N a t ions  had no t  been taken up ag a in  on  an  en larged  
basis,  a n d  the  s ig n ed  conven t ion  lias been abandoned.
E. All the im portance  desired  has  no t  been g iven  to  the  participation  
of the special in te rn a t io n a l  associations.
F. No considera tion  a t  all (on  the con tra ry )  has  been g iven to the 
fact tha t  the IIB is one of the  in s t i tu tes  insta l led  in the P a la is  M o n ­
dial,  is able  to give  su p p o r t  to  this  (the M u n d an eu m )  and  can  receive 
va luable  help from  i t . "

A p a r t  f rom these  g e n e r a l  points,  O t l e t  had  a g r e a t  m a n y  p a r ­
t i cu l a r  g r iev ances .  The  Dutch ,  he  a l leged ,  h a d  s h o w n  co n s t an t  
s u sp ic io n  of th e  founde r s  of t h e  I IB,  a n d  the i r  in t e rvent ion  had 
led ind i rec t ly  to  « the  p a ra ly s i s  of  ac t ion a t  the  C e n t r e »  in 
Brusse l s .  Donker Duyvis  had been  m a d e  a th i rd  S e c r e t a r y - G en ­
eral  in 1928 wi th ou t  pr ior  w a r n i n g  — a n  ac t ion of open d is­
t rus t  of the Genera l  S e c re ta r ia t  as  it w a s  then  cons t i tu ted .  The 
1930 Co nfe re nce  h ad  been held in Zur ich  w he n  it should  have 
been held at  Bru sse l s  b ecau se  1930 w a s  a n  a n n i v e r s a r y  year 
for th e  In s t i t u te  (and,  of course ,  for  B e lg iu m ) .  The  1931 C o n ­
ference had been held a t  The  H a g u e ,  once more  p a s s i n g  B r u s ­
se ls  by. Th e  1932 Confe rence  w a s  to be  held in Frankfur t .  
Moreover ,  there  h ad  been inte r fe rence  f rom H o l l a n d  in the 
I I B  B u lle t in  in i ts  new form as  D o cu m en ta t io  U niversa lis ,  and  
the re  w a s  ta lk  of conf id ing  its publ ica t ion  to  the  Cz echo s l ova ­
k i a n  sect ion.  ( I t  w a s  ac tu a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  N id e r  a n d  w a s  
e d i te d  by G . A .  A. de  Voogd  u n d e r  th e  t i t le I ID  C o m m u n i-  
c a t io n e s  in 1933.) S o m e t h i n g  else w hic h  r a n k le d  w a s  the  fact
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t h a t  the s u p p l e m e n t s  i s s ued  to the  C D  sh owed  th e m  as  o r i g i ­
n a t i n g  f rom «The I n te r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i tu te  of Do cu m en ta t i o n ,  
the  H a g u e »  not  Brusse l s .  H e  noted,  too. the  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
which  had  occur red  be tween  Donker  Duyvis  a n d  P o l l a r d  a nd  
the  L e a g u e  C o m m it t e e  of  L i b ra ry  Ex per t s ,  c onve r sa t i on s  w h ic h  
h ad  re su l ted  in a r epor t  p r o p o s in g  to g r a n t  a su bs id y  to the  
I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o m m is s i on  for the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  not  
the 11D ( I I B ) .  The  m a n a g e m e n t  of the  Class i f ica t ion  had  been 
a c k n o w le d g e d  to lie in th e  h a n d s  of thi s  C o m m is s io n  and  to 
be u n d e r  the  cont ro l  of the  Dutch,  a n d  the  s u p p o r t  of the  
D utch  G o v e rn m e n t  h a d  been  reques ted  for it. In G e r m a n y  the 
s i tu a t io n  w a s  a s  bad o r  worse ,  in O t le t ' s  view.  The  gene ra l  
in te re s t s  of the I IB ha d  been so  neglec ted by the  G e r m a n  M i n ­
i ste ria l  C o m m is s i on  for the Decimal  Class i f ica t ion  th a t  «in 
M. W a l t h e r ’s  op inion,  no  o ne  kno ws  w h a t  the  pos it ion of G e r ­
m a n y  is w i t h  re spec t  to  the I IB». Cer ta in l y ,  s a i d  Otle t ,  no  on e  
h a d  in te rve ned  in G e r m a n y  to o b ta in  a c lear  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of th e  I I B ’s r i g h ts  in th e  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  there.

In al l  of thi s ,  Ot le t  now  revea led  expl ic i t ly  how m uch he 
d i s t r u s t ed  and  r e se n t ed  al l  the  m a jo r  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h ad  taken  
p lace  in the Ins t i t u te  s ince 1924. H e  w a s  eq ua l ly  d i s a p p r o v in g  
of  th e  c h a n g e s  which  h ad  t a k e n  p lace t h ro u g h  Donker  Duyvis ’s  
in f luence  in the  Decimal  C las s i f ic a t i on  itself.  Donker  Duyvis.  
he sa id ,  h ad  r ew r i t te n  th e  p a r t s  for  science  a n d  technology  
«a c c o rd in g  to  ha rd ly  a n y  pr inc ip les  or  ru les .  U pon  a reques t  
for a n  ind ica t ion  of the ru les  fol lowed,  he h ad  repl ied:  the rules  
will be de te rmi ned  when it is f inished».  Ot le t  w a s  i n d i g n a n t  
t h a t

m an y  profound . . .  m odif icat ions had  been m ade, d e s t roy ing  the  stabili ty  
which is an  absolute  des idera tum  a t  the  base  of the sys tem  . 
New proposit ions  con tinue  to be  m ad e  in lit tle bits, d iv is ion  by 
divis ion,  with no  indication  of reasons ,  rap id  reply  be in g  dem anded  
on the  proposi t ions  w ith  on ly  a few d a y s  i n t e r v a l . . .  C ol labora tors  
a re  no t  guided by inst ruc t ions  and  they  change ,  add  and  m odify  
w ithou t  rh y m e  or r e a s o n . . .  N o  appeal is m ad e  to the  in ternational  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . . .  There is no  c en tra l  docum ent upon which effor ts  can 
be fixed with  respect to  D e w e y . . .  T he  C D  is  modified w ithou t  a n v  
a ssu ra n ce  th a t  DC will be.
Otle t  w a s  very  d i s c o u ra g e d  by all this.  H e  tho ug h t  he 

would s t a y  at  home in B ru ss e l s  a nd  no t  g o  to the F ra n k fu r t  
confe rence  in A u g u s t  w h e re  th e re  w a s  s u r e  to be u n p l e a s a n t ­
ness.  B u t  he dec la red  t h a t  lie «c a t egor ica l ly  re fused»  to  accept  
th e  pr inc ip les  acco rd in g  to w hic h  the I n s t i t u te ' s  a f fa i r s  a p p e a r ­
ed no w to be conduc ted .  The  real  so u rc e  of all the  t rouble,  
he  bel ived,  w a s  « the  double b e t r a y a l»  th a t  he and  La F o n ­
t a i n e  h ad  suf fered:

(ha t  of  lile B e lg ian  G o v e rn m en t  a t  the  t ime of expuls ion  in 1923— 1924. 
and  th a t  of the  League  of N a t io n s  a t  tha t  sam e  im por tan t  m om ent 
w h en  the  Com m ittee  a n d  the  In s t i tu te  of In te l lec tua l  C o-operat ion  hart  
been created  a cco rd ing  to the  c ircum stances  of th a t  time. At th a t
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crit ical m om en t  those  w h o  could h ave  a n d  should h ave  spoken ou t  
loud a n d  c lear did not.

W h a t e v e r  the  case,  he rem in ded  La Fonta ine ,  there  rem a in ed  
tw o  th in gs :  the  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Office of  Bib l io gr aph y  a n d  the  
C e n t r a l  Office of  th e  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t io ns .  There  w a s  no 
re a so n  w hy these  offices should  not  t ake  up independent  ac t iv ­
ity, should  not  beg i n  a g a i n ,  re jec t in g  the  recent  past ,  if the I n ­
s t i t u t e  of Bib l io gr aphy  or  the Union  of In te rn a t io na l  A sso c i a ­
t ions  «de via ted  f rom the  o r ig in a l  ends».

O t l e t  h imsel f  p rovoked  ill feel ing however ,  w hen  he  p u b ­
l ished a s t u d y  of the  C o m m o n  Su bd iv is io ns  in Apri l  1932 as  
I IB Pub l ic a t io n  169 wi th ou t  p roper  a u t h o r i s a t i o n  of the  E x ­
ecut ive  Council  of the 11D ( I I B ) . 69 Bradford ,  a w a r e  of moves  
in E u r o p e  to publ i sh the G e r m a n  A br id ge d  Ed i t ion  and  a S p a n ­
ish ab r id g e d  edi t ion,  con f ron ted  witi i  O t l e t ’s  una u th o r i se d  
work ,  bu t  una b le  to a t t e n d  the F r a n k f u r t  conference,  w ro te  to  
«The  Se c re ta ry»  of the  11D:

I desire  th a t  you will  be so  go o d  a s  to p u t  the  fo l lowing recom m en­
d a tio n s  before  th e  Executive  C om m it tee  on  m y behalf  a s  a m em ber  
of tha t  bod y  a n d  a de lega te  of  th e  B r i t ish  Section:
1) T h a t  in view  oi the  recent is sue  of Publ ica t ion  No. 169 and  of pro-

Cosed n ew  edit ions o r  t ran s la t io n s ,  the  C om m it tee  should  reaffirm  the 
ondon  resolu tion ,  th a t  official  publica tions  of the  In s t i tu te  should  be 

issued on ly  a f te r  a u th o r isa t io n  by the  Executive Committee.
2) T h a t  i t  is desirab le  th a t  the  p roposed  Span ish  ab r idged  ed it ion  should  
conform  a s  f a r  a s  possible to the  G e rm an  a b r id g e d  edition,  in accor­
dance  w i th  The H a g u e  reso lu t ion  th a t  the  l a t te r  ed it ion  should  serve  a s  
a  basis  for the  p rep ara t io n  of o th e r  ab r idged  e d i t i o n s . .  -70

Donke r  D uyvi s  w a s  in a s e n s e  c a u g h t  in the  l ine of fire. 
Above  h im  in the  D utc h  P a t e n t  Office and  P r e s i d e n t  of the  I n ­
s t i tu te  w a s  A l i ngh  P r i ns ,  a n d  c o n f r o n t i n g  him in Bel g ium  w a s  
th e  d i s g r u n t l e d  Ot le t  w ho in the  sp ace  of four  m o n t h s  f ired  off 
twen ty- s ix  «notes» at  him.  O t l e t ' s  no tes  r a n g e d  f rom one  to  
a s  m a n y  a s  ha l f  a dozen p a g e s  or  more  a nd  covered  an  e x t r a ­
o r d in a r y  v a r ie ty  of su b je c t s  from the theoret ical  («C las s i f ic a­
t ion  a n d  c lassi f ied l a n g u a g e » ) ,  to the  h ig h ly  c on c re te  mat te r  
of  ex c h a n g e s  on  the  u n a u th o r i s e d  T ab le s  of the  C o m m o n  S u b ­
d ivis ions  w h e n  these  w e re  in proofs.71 More ove t ,  Ot le t  cor re s ­
ponded  « i l legal ly» wi th  the  S o u th  A m e r i c a n s  who  were  p r e p a r ­
in g  ihe S p a n i s h  a br id ged  ed i t ion  a n d  ge n e ra l l y  inter fe red in 
the  C las s i f i ca t io n  C o m m i t t e e ’s affairs .

Ev en tu a l ly ,  Donker  Duyv is  w a s  forced to  expos tu la te .  H e  
ag reed  wi th  Ö t le t  th a t  too m a n y  people r e g a r d e d  the  U D C  a s  
a n  end  in i tself  a n d  not  as  a m e a n s .  B ut  he a l so  obse rved  t h a t  
it w a s  ne c e ss a ry  to  d i s t in gu is h  scien ti f ic  m a t t e r s  ( such  as  the 
Cla ss i f ica t ion  which  w a s  sa t i s fac tor i ly  u n d e r  w a y )  a nd  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t iv e  m a t t e r s  which were  not.  The  m a j o r  pr ob le m s in the 
IID,  in Donker  Duy vi s ' s  view,  were  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  a rose  
f rom the ab s e n c e  of pa id  personnel .  I t  ha d  to re ly  too m uch on 
v o l u n t a r y  work .  This  m a d e  i tself  felt  in th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of
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conferences ,  for exam ple ,  a n d  he pointed ou t  t h a t  Al ing h  
P r i n s  h a d  c ri t i ci sed h im for v a r i o u s  ina deq uac ie s  in th e  o r g a ­
n i s a t i o n  of the  a p p r o a c h i n g  1932 conference .  A  divis ion of 
w o r k  w a s  needed .  D onk e r  Duyv is  conc luded.  «Alas!» he sa id,  
«it is y o u r  faul t  tha t  you ca n n o t  g iv e  w o rk  a w a y  to anyone. . .» 
But  w hen  he d i s cussed  the rea l ly  c ruc ia l  p roblem t h a t  the  II D 
faced he described  the d i s t r u s t  a n d  susp ic ion ,  the inc reas ing  
lack of  s y m p a t h y  th a t  w a s  g r o w i n g  for  Ot le t  a n d  the  In s t i ­
tute ' s  C en te r  in the P a l a i s  Mondia l .  The  real  p roblem,  sa id  
D o n k e r  Duyvis  is th a t

decisions a re  no t  kept to. I b e g  you  to take  th is  seriously.  Tile 1ID 
will  be  des troyed  because of the lack of s t r ic tness  in  c a r ry in g  out 
decisions.  P e rh ap s  the  Dutch a re  difficult  and  cause  trouble. With the 
G erm an s ,  the Eng lish  a n d  the Sw iss  it is worse.  They a re  beg inn ing  
lo tu rn  their  backs on  you. The Sw iss  and  the Eng lish  a re  annoved  
by  the official  publication (no t  a u tho r ised  by th e  C o m m i t te e ) 'o f  
No. 169. The E nglish ,  the  G e rm a n s  and  the  Dutch a rc  d issatisf ied 
w ith  the  sad  editorial  o rg a n is a t io n  of the  CD, The G e rm a n s  above  all 
a re  d issatisf ied a bou t  the  S p an ish  edition. W e h ave  forced them to 
m odify  and  de lay  the  edition of the ir  «K urzau sg ab e»  in o rde r  to  m ake  
it a m odel to serve  m o re  or less  a s  a s t a n d a r d  fo r  o th e r  edit ions.  This 
h a s  cost them  a g rea t  deal of  m oney .  A s for th e  So u th  Americans, 
you abso lu te ly  ignore  the H a g u e  decision . . .  you ignore  the  Kurzaus- 
g abe  by  fo rg e t t in g  to w a rn  the  A rg e n t in ian s  th a t  a n  edition by them 
should  be based  on publica tion  168 (D eutsch  K u rzau sg ab e )  of the IID 
and  not No. 151 ( the  1926— 1928 full ed it ion] .  These a re  sm all  
a d m in is t ra t iv e  care lessnesses  which are  k ill ing the  H D  and  will end  
up in a schism . . .  T he  Ausschuss  für U niversal  K lass if ikat ion  . . .  is 
a fra id  to co-opera te  with B russels  s imply  because of th is  adm in is tra t ive  
c a r e le s s n e s s . . .
I b e g  you to consider  in y our  tu rn  w ha t  realisable ,  practical m easures  
( theoretical and  unrcalisab le  m ean s  a re  of no u se  to us)  can  be taken 
to e s tab l ish  the confidence of our  na tiona l  sec tions in the central  
adm in is t ra t io n .72

E v e n tu a l ly  Donker  Duyvis  subm i t t ed  a d r a f t  of his own 
for  the co m m o n  sub div is i ons  and  provoked  from Ot le t  a n  e x ­
t r a o r d i n a r y  r e spons e  in which  he a g a i n  m a d e  c le a r  the  rift  th a t  
w a s  w id e n in g  be tween  them over the deve l opme nt  of the C l a s ­
s i f icat ion :

Upon receipt of your  coun te r-d raf t ,  I could express  on ly  th ree  sen t i ­
m en ts :  d iscontent,  s a d n e s s  o r  m err im ent.  I have experienced a ll  three 
successively, bu t  I have expressed  only th e  las t,  fo r  I w a n t  to have 
friendly d ea l in g  with you and  continuous  c o l l a b o r a t io n . . .  L it tle  by 
l it t le  w e  have followed d ivergen t  routes ,  and  the  c o u n te r -d ra f t  you 
have  sen t  me is like a m ap  of o u r  respective  posi t ions at the  moment". 
This is the position. .My d ra f t  is the  developm ent of  decimal though t  
pu rsued  in the course  of th ir ty -seven  years .  Yes. th ir ty -seven  years ,  a 
n o th ing ,  a s t ra w .  I believe th a t  in 1893 I und e rs to o d  th a t  t r a i t  of 
g e n iu s  of Dewey's, decim alisa t ion ,  b e t te r  than  an y b o d y  else. My efforts 
revealed the classif ication, and  p resen ted  it theoretical ly  and  pract ica llv  
to the first  conference. Because  of the add it ion  of the  com m on 
subdivisions,  the  IIB adop ted  the  Decimal Classif ication . Since  then, 
the com m on subdiv is ions  h ave  nev er  ceased to be objects  of  my 
research  a n d  invention. Now, n o t  on ly  can  1 no t  ra l ly  a n y  one  lo m y

330

so lu t ions ,  I c a n n o t  even in te res t  them in my w ay  of express ing  the 
p r o b l e m . . .
Never m ind!  A s it  is a  quest ion  of s ta n d a rd i s a t io n  a n d  no t  of science, 
I bow to  tile vo te  of  the m ajor i ty .  E v ery th in g  tha t  w a s  said at The 
H a g u e  now exis ts , and  your  c o u n te r -d ra f t  will be printed.  But if 
I h ave  to accept it from a practical poin t  of view, from a theoretical 
poin t  of view I look for  a divers ion  for m y «sadness»  and  m y  «discon­
ten t»  by lau g h in g  a t  the  real ly  «comical» s i tua t ion  w e have reached. 
O n e  can  be r ig h t  on eacli p o in t  and  deta i l  and be w ro n g  a s  to the 
w h o l e . . .
My exposé showed a t  the sam e  time the  problem and  the  proposed 
so lu t ion .  It a t tem pted  to  show the  complexity in th in g s  themselves 
a n d  n o t  in the  proposed  sys tem  a n d  it  a t tem pted ,  on  th e  o ther  hand, 
to ju s t ify  w ha t  the  sy s tem  m ak es  re la tively  complicated  by the 
m ultip lic ity  of subproblems, the  des ide ra ta  which it meets. O n  the 
c o n t r a r y . . ' ,  you enunciate  a  ser ies  of prescrip t ions w ith  no  explicit link 
a t ta c h in g  one to the o th e r  and  y e t  you ask  th a t  they be remembered 
and  applied in the  m in d  of the novice w hom  you have  p lunged  into 
a  g lobal  impress ion  of extrem e complication.71

As th e  y e a r  p rog re ss ed ,  m a t t e r s  worsened .  E a r ly  in J u n e  
1932, Al ingh  P r i n s  wr ot e  to La F o n ta in e  r eq ues t in g  financial  
in fo rm at io n .  The A s s is ta n t  T r e a s u r e r  h ad  a t t em p te d  to d ra w  
up  a f inanc ia l  r epor t  on  the  I ID for  the  f o r th com in g  F r a n k f u r t  
conference  bu t  found he lacked  ce r ta in  da ta.  The  problem wa s  
the  r e la t io nsh ip  of the  f i nances  of the  c en t r a l  Office I n t e r n a ­
t iona l  de B ib l io graphie  to those  of th e  Ins t i tu te .  W a s  the  B e l ­
g i a n  G o v e r n m e n t ’s su bs idy  to the  Office  to be co n s t ru e d  as 
p a r t  of the In s t i tu te ’s  f i nances?74 La  Fon ta ine ,  Se n io r  Vice 
P re s id e n t  of the Be lg i um  S en a te ,  m uc h  occupied by  his  other  
i n te rn a t io n a l i s t  concerns ,  d id not  rep ly  to  A l ingh  P r i n s ’s 
f irst  let ter.  N or  did he  rep ly  to a second  le t ter  w r i t t en  a m on th  
later .  Al ingh  P r i n s  then b r o u g h t  the  m a t t e r  up  before the 
F r a n k f u r t  conference  w he reup on  «M. La F o n t a i n e  repl ied for ­
m a l ly  t h a t  the In t e rn a t io n a l  Office of Bi b l io g ra ph y  w a s  com ­
pletely s e p a r a t e  f rom th e  I ID a n d  t h a t  the I ID Counci l  had 
n e i th er  po we r  no r  respons ib i l i ty  wi t h  respect  to the m a n a g e ­
m e n t  of the co llect ions and  exp end i tu re s  in Brusse l s» .  As  a 
resul t ,  the  Council  a s s u m e d  th a t  they w e re  tw o  d if ferent  o r ­
g a n is a t i o n s .  Ot le t ,  however ,  w h o  had  decided to a t t e n d  despi te 
the  prospec t  of u n p l e a s a n t n e s s ,  cons idered  tha t ,  de sp i te  re ­
pea te d  in t e rv en t io ns  by him,  Al ing h  P r i n s  ha d  de l iberately 
in s t ig a te d  a formal decis ion at  F r a n k f u r t  by w hic h  th e  Office 
a n d  the Ins t i tu te  w e re  severed f rom o ne  a n o th e r .75 H e  w a s  not 
to  c h a n g e  th is  opinion .

F u r th e rm o re ,  not  only h a d  Al ing h  P r i n s  t r ied to  s e p a r a t e  
Off ice a n d  In s t i t u t e  (a t  l east  in O t l e t ' s  eyes) ,  he had  spoken 
o u t  a g a i n s t  the  R B U .76 Indeed ,  Ot le t  w a s  d issa t i s f ied  wi th  the 
w h o le  way  in which  the  confe rence  ha d  proceeded .  Th e re  had 
not  been pr ior  a g r e e m e n t  on  the  p r o g r a m .  Im p o r t a n t  people 
h a d  been officiously excluded from the m ee t in gs  of  the  In ­
s t i t u t e ’s v a r io u s  co m m is s i on s  if they  were  no t  m em be r s ,  when
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th e i r  in formal  par t ic ipa t io n ,  O t l e t  bel ieved,  could have  been 
useful .  Indeed,  Ot le t  h imse l f  had  been p re ven ted  from p r e s e n t ­
ing  his a n n u a l  r epor t  proper ly ,  even thou gh ,  as  he  sa id  « log ­
ic a n d  all p recedent»  s u g g e s t e d  the pr op r i e ty  of r e a d i n g  it 
a n d  d is c u s s in g  it as  the  m e e t i n g ’s  f irs t  bus iness .  Moreover ,  
A l i ng h  P r i n s  «in a m o s t  in e le g a n t  m a n n e r »  ha d  opposed  the 
t r ad i t i on  by which  th e  P re s id e n c y  w a s  r o t a te d  a m o n g s t  the  
m e m b e r s  of  v a r io u s  countr ies .

E a r l y  in the  ye ar ,  A l i n g h  P r i n s  a n d  Ot le t  h ad  received 
copies  of tw o d r a f t  d o c u m e n ts  f rom th e  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Ins t i t u t e  
for In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion .  O n e  w a s  a r e p o r t  by J e a n  G e r a r d  
to th e  C o m m it te e  of L ib ra ry  E x p e r t s  on  « the  W or ld  O r g a n i ­
s a t i o n  of U ni v e r sa l  D oc um en ta t i on» .77 Th e  o th e r  w a s  a repor t  
«O n the C o -o rd i na t io n  of Scient i f ic  a n d  Technical  D o c u m e n ta ­
t ion» p repar ed  with in the Ins t i tu te  of Intel lec tua l  Co-opera t ion  
itself.  C o m m e n t s  w e re  sol ici ted from I ID  of ficial s tog e th er  wi th  
a brief  acco un t  of the I ID itself.  Th e  second  doc u m e n t  pr o p o s­
ed th a t  a c o m m it t ee  to co -o rd in a te  the w o rk  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
concerned  wi t h  sc ient i f ic  an d  techn ica l  do cum en ta t io n  should  
be formed.  The f irst  do c u m e n t  proposed ,  m or e  sweeping ly ,  th a t  
a n  In te rn a t i o n a l  Union for  D o c u m e n ta t i o n  shou ld  be c rea ted .  
It de scr ibed  s om e  ex i s t i n g  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  for  d o c u m e n ­
ta t ion  but  did not  ment ion  the IID or  its p r o g r a m ,  though 

G e r a r d ' s  repor t  resembled  very  c lose ly  in m a n n e r  and  in i ts 
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  v a r io u s  fo rm u la t io n s  of  O t l e t ' s  on  the s a m e  
subject .

G é r a r d  w a s  a t  F r a n k f u r t  a n d  Ot le t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a n  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  w a s  p re sen ted  a s  a re su l t  for  th e  « e n l a r g e m e n t  of  th e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n »  of  the  I ID a l o n g  th e  l ines s u g g e s t e d  by G e r a r d .  
Here ,  he thoug ht ,  w a s  the  m o m e n t  to lay  the f o u n d a t io n s  
t h ro u g h  the I ID  of the  Union  propose d  by G é r a r d  (and  e s p o u s ­
ed for so l o n g  by Ot le t  h imse l f  a s  a nec e ss a ry  e lem en t  in the  
in te rn a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of d o c u m e n ta t i o n ) .  But n o th in g  w a s  
m a d e  of  th is  o p p o r tu n i t y  b ecau se  of  the  « in comp rehens i b le  
a t t i tu d e »  of A l i ng h  Pr ins .  Moreover ,  the  S e c r e t a r y  of the  I n ­
te rn a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  for In te l lec tua l  Co-operat ion,  I). Se cre t an ,  
w ho  w a s  co n d u c t i n g  the I n s t i t u te ’s  en qu i ry  into in te rna t iona l  
sc ient i f ic and  technical  d ocum ent a t io n ,  w a s  a l so  a t  F ra n k fu r t .  
H is  presence  cons t i tu ted  in O t l e t ’s  eyes  the  final e lement  n ec­
e s s a r y  for the sec ure  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of  the long-hoped-for  
Un io n .  B u t  even  thou gh ,  as  O t l e t  po in ted  out ,  the  L e a g u e  of 
N a t i o n s  had  s i g n e d  a conven t io n  wi th  the I IB g iv in g  the  L e a g u e  
the  r igh t  to h a v e  a de l ega t e  s i t  on  Council ,  « th e  Dutch  ex­
c lu de d»  the  re p re se n t a t iv e  f rom i t s  se ss i ons .78

It s e e m s  c lear ,  however ,  t h a t  Ot le t  h a d  e i ther  m is i n t e r ­
pre ted  w h a t  had  ta ke n  place a t  t h e  Conference ,  o r  ha d  been 
de l ib era te ly  kept  in th e  dark.  S e c r e ta n  h a d  been  fully br iefed 
before he w e n t  to F r a n k f u r t  as  to w h a t  to expect  a n d  w h a t  h i s
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s t a n c e  shou ld  be. The  Ins t i tu te ,  a t  Ibis s ta ge ,  he w a s  in fo rm­
ed, need not  choose  b e tw een  the two s ch em es  b e i n g  a d ­
vanced .  He  w a s  mere ly  to p r e s e n t  them a t  the Confe rence  a n d  
seek gene ra l  op in ions  about  them before the Ins t i tu te  took any  
ac t ion  on  e i ther .  H e  w a s  a l so  carefu l l y  br ie fed on  th e  h i s tor y  
of th e  r e la t io ns  of the  I n s t i tu te  for  In te l lec tua l  Co-op era t ion  
wi th  the I IB a n d  w a s  in fo rmed t h a t  a n y  im p ro v em en t  in t h e  
r a t h e r  te n u o u s  r e l a t io ns  w i t h  t h e  I IB s in ce  1927 h as  s te m m e d  
f rom the  fac t  th a t  «M.  Ot le t ,  t h o u g h  still  S ec re ta ry -G enera l ,  
h a d  been a b a n d o n e d  by th e  D i rec to rs  of th is  ins t i tu t ion .»79

The  re su l t  of h i s  v is i t  to  F r a n k f u r t  w a s  em bodied  in the  
official  l e t te r  sen t  ou t  by  the  Direc tor  of the P a r i s  Inst i tu te ,  
Henr i  Öonne t ,  on 18th N o v em b er  1932. In this l e t te r B onne t  ind i­
ca te d  t h a t  the  In s t i t u te  h a d  been  c h a r g e d  by its C om m it t ee  in 
Gene va  to c o n d u c t  a p r e l im in a ry  e n q u i r y  on  th e  bes t  w a y  of 
u l t im a te ly  c o - o rd in a t i n g  do cu m e n ta t i o n  in te rn a t i o n a l ly  a n d  th e  
v a r io u s  ind iv idua ls  a n d  bodies  to wh om  the le t te r  w a s  a d d r e s s ­
ed were  asked  to g iv e  the ir  v ie ws  a s  to w h e th e r  in te rna t i ona l  
ac t ion in the ir  field w a s  poss ib le  a n d  des i ra b l e  a n d  w h a t  k ind 
of p la n  the  Ins t i t u te  m ig h t  d r a w  up  to im prove  the  s i tua t io n  
now  exist ing .  In d o cum en ts ,  w hic h  inc luded  G e r a r d ’s plan,  
an n ex ed  to the let ter ,  the  w o r k  of the I IB w a s  descr ibed a n d  it 
w a s  obse rved  th a t  « the 11th In t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  of D ocu­
m en ta t i o n  h a s  been  of ficial ly in for med  of th e  decision of I n ­
te r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  Office of the In s t i t u t e  of 
D o c u m e n ta t io n  h as  dec l a r ed  t h a t  it w a s  very  h a p p y  wi th thi s  
dec ision  a n d  qui te  r e a d y  to  co l l a b o ra t e  in the  I n s t i t u t e  of  I n ­
te l lec tual  Co -o pe ra t io n ' s  E nqu i r y» .80

In S ept em be r ,  A l i n g h  P r i n s  d re w  up  a repo r t  on t h e  I ID 
for  subm is s i on  to the I n s t i tu te  for  In te l lec tua l  Co-o pe ra t io n .  In 
it he  m a d e  c l ear  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to the  RBU ,  f irst  exp re sse d  at  
C o l o g n e  in 1928 a n d  a g a i n  a t  F r a n k f u r t  in the  pr ev ious  month.

As to the U n ive rsa l  B ibliographical Repertory ,  it seem s desirab le  to 
conceive oi th is  in a l a rg e r  sen se  th a n  p r e v io u s ly . . .  Given the 
exis tence a lready  of a g r e a t  n u m b er  of specialised services of d ocu­
m en ta t io n  provided w ith  com peten t  personnel  in d ifferent  countries ,  
it seem s desirab le  to profi t  from w h a t  ex is ts  and  lo co-o rd ina te  the 
d o cu m en ta ry  w ork a l read y  d o n e  by  co n s id e r in g  th a t  e x is t in g  repertories 
toge the r  rep re se n t  the un iversa l  reper to ry  in a decen tra l ised  bu t  
co -ord ina ted  form.81

A li ng h  P r i n s ’s re po r t  w a s  a g r e a t  shock to O t l e t  to w h o m  it 
w a s  sen t  for comme n ts .  H e  c r i t i ci sed it in g r e a t  detai l .  Al ing h  
P r i n s  a n d  D on ke r  Duyv is  took each  of O t l e t ’s  po in t s  in tu r n  
a n d  revealed ,  a s  the y  d iscussed  a n d  re fu ted  them,  m ore  c l e a r ­
ly th a n  eve r  before th e  d i ffe rences of  a t t i tu d e  a n d  belief  s e p a ­
r a t i n g  them. They  po in te d  ou t  t h a t  the ir  op in ion  of the RBU 
w a s  not  m ere ly  «p e rs ona l»  a s  Ot le t  h ad  a l leged ,  but  cor re s ­
ponded  «lo the  op in ion  of the m a jo r i t y  of o u r  m em ber s» .  It 
m a y  be, they observed ,  t h a t  the  idea of  a « re pe r to ry  local i sed
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in a s in g le  p lace  w a s  s p l end id  in 1895», but  o ne  m u s t  re co g ­
n ise  « tha t  th e r e  h a s  been a pr o g re ss io n  of ideas  a n d  to-day  
federa t ion  rep laces  the  local ind iv id ua l i s m »  of o ther  t imes .  M o ­
reover,  th e  in f or ma t io n  se rv ice  a t  the  P a l a i s  M o n d i a l  b a s e d  on  
the  cen t ra l i s ed  RBU co n t i n u ed  to leave  a g r e a t  dea l  to  be  
desi red.  S o  b ad  h a d  it become, they felt ob l iged  to p o in t  o u t  
t h a t  « there  is  cons id e ra b l e  g e n e r a l  d i ss a t i s f ac t io n  ab ou t  t h e  
rep l ies  received (or  not  rece ived)  w h e n  w r i t t e n  re q u es t s  for  
d oc um en ta t io n  a r e  m a d e  to the P a l a i s  M on di a l» .  They  c o n ­
c l u d ed  t h a t  it w a s  «un d e s i r a b le  th a t  th e  In s t i t u t e  sh o u ld  e n ­
c o u r a g e  the  use  of thi s  center».  N or  w oul d  they include  in their  
r epor t  v a g u e  a n d  e leva ted  e x p re s s io ns  a b o u t  the  role  an d  su c ­
c e s s  of  th e  I n s t i tu te  a s  O t l e t  h a d  desi red.  « U p  t il l  r iow w e  
have  not  observed  th a t  real  e n t h u s i a s m  wi th which the 'whole  
w o r ld ’ h a s  gr ee ted  the  g r e a t  idea of o r g a n i s i n g  in te rn a t i o n a l  
co -opera t ion  for d o c u m en ta t io n .»  The  opp os i te  w a s  the  case,  in 
fact.  «The  I n s t i t u t e  is r e g a r d e d  with g r e a t  re serve  t h ro u g h o u t  
th e  whole  wor ld .  Tha t  is w h y  it is nec e ss a ry  to  g iv e  a c le ar  
and  objec tive account  of the s t a t e  of the ins t i tu t ion wi thout  
e x a g g e r a t i o n  or  lies». It w a s  b ecau se  of th e  «cold account» ,  
th e y  bel ieved,  p rovided  by P o l l a r d  a n d  D onke r  Duyvis  th a t  t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  L e a g u e  C o m m i t t e e  of  L i b r a r y  E x p e r t s  h a d  been  
es ta b l i s hed  in I930.82

W hen Ot le t  read  these  co m m en ts ,  he  w ro te  to Al ing h  
P r i n s  th a t  ne i the r  he no r  La F o n t a i n e  w oul d  s ig n  the  report .  
«W e believe»,  he sa id ,  « t ha t  the  R B U  and  the  In te rn a t i o n a l  
C en te r  equipped  for co m m o n  co llec t ions a n d  services  c o n s t i ­
tu te  an  essen t ia l  p a r t  of  the  whole  work».  Ot le t  rem in de d  h is  
Dutch co l leag ue  tha t  s om e  t ime ear l ie r  he h ad  asked  Donker  
Duyvic  «clear ly a nd  f rankly»  w hen  the la t te r  w a s  on  one  of 
his  v i s i t s  to B rus se l s  «do you  or  d o n ’t  yo u  w a n t  o u r  w hol e  
p r o g r a m ?  H e  repl ied Yes a n d  t h a t  is why unti l  now 
we have  not  so u g h t  publ ic  explanat ions».** The  Dutch 
repl ied p la ca t in g ly .  The  d if ferences,  they bel ieved,  th a t  had 
occur red  be tween  them a n d  the  B e lg ia n s  a ros e  on ly  «when it 
be come s  a  m a t t e r  o f  th e  execut ion»  of  the  w h o le  I I D  p r o g r a m  
a s  laid down in the S ta tu te s .  They  exp la ined  a g a i n  their  
v iew of w h a t  the  R B U  sh o u ld  be like:

In o u r  op in ion  a localised  U n iv ersa l B ib liog raph ic  R ep erto ry  in a 
s in g le  p lace  h as o n ly  a sm all v a lu e  (p rac tic e  p ro v es  th is , m oreover) 
and  w e  p re fe r a so lu tio n  w hich is  really  u n iv ersa l and  in te rn a tio n a l: 
th e  F edera lised  U n iv ersa l B ib liog raph ic  R epertory . A s fa r a s  the in ­
te rn a tio n a l cen ter is  concerned , we a re  equally  of th e  op in ion  th a t it 
shou ld  lim it itse lf to  the w ork of co -o rd in a tio n .“4

Th ere  m a t t e r s  res ted unt i l  th e  end  of N o v e m b e r  w h e n  
A l i ngh  P r i n s  w r o te  to Ot le t  a n d  La  F o n t a i n e  abou t  t r a n s l a t i o n  
r i g h ts  a n d  roya l t ies  from the pub l ica t ion  of  the  Universa l  Dec­
imal Cla ss i f ica t ion  about  which  there  h a d  been some ear l ie r
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cor re spo ndence .  The  dec is ions oí  the  London Confe re nce  in 
1929 ab out  t r a n s l a t i o n s  w e r e  still  in force, but  for the  f irst  
t ime,  it seemed to Al ing h  P r i n s  t h a t  the  ques t ion  of s ign i f i ­
c a n t  profi t  f rom the  s a l e  of t r a n s l a t i o n s  looked a s  if it m ig h t  
no w ar ise .  H e  proposed ,  therefore ,  t h a t  «50% of f u tu re  prof i t s  
sh o u ld  be t r a n s m i t t e d  to the  I ID  which  wou ld  p u t  th e m  a t  the  
d ispos it ion of the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  Office of  Bi b l io gr aphy  in v iew  
of the  debts  of thi s  ins t i tu t ion  wi th  re spec t  to i ts old founders .  
It is m y  opin ion  t h a t  the  formal  debts  of  the  Office should  be 
cons i de red  a s  d ebt s  of h onou r  for th e  I ID».85 Ot le t  and  La F o n ­
t a i n e  w oul d  h a v e  n o n e  of  this.  «It  is not .  it h a s  never  been»,  
they sa id,  «a ques t ion  of c o m pens a t i on  for  MM. Ot le t  and  La 
Fonta in e» .  I t  w a s  a ques t io n  of w h a t  they h ad  c re a te d  and 
worked  for.

W h a t th ey  h a v e  w orked fo r and  a re  w o rk in g  fo r can  be defined  as 
fo llow s: D ocum en tation  c o n stilu ted  by  a U n iv ersa l N etw ork  form ed b y  
a W orld C en te r and  of au x ilia ry  n a tio n a l, local a n d  special cen ters 
To link a n d  sy m bolise  th e  w hole, a U n iv ersa l B ib liog raph ic  R epertory  
re g is te rs  and  c lasses all the p ro d u c t of hu m an  th o u g h t . . .  A ny 
m u tila tio n  of th is w ork c an n o t w in th e ir ap proval for it w ould  be a 
co n trad ic tio n  o f th e  very  princip les o f its  fo undation .

P r o c e e d in g  from th is  po in t  of  v iew, Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  then 
asser ted :

A fter th e  se p a ra tio n  p recip ita ted  a t F ra n k fu rt la s t  A u g u st betw een the 
O ffice  and  the In s titu te , it is. w ith  all the co llections, the In te rn a tio n a l 
O ffice  o f  B ib lio g rap h y  to  w hom  b e lo n g s  th e  r ig h ts  o f  pu b lica tio n  and  
it is  w ith  it th a t  ag reem en t w ill h av e  to  be m ade  A) for th e  d ev elo p ­
m ent, and  B) for the pub lica tion  of the tab les o f th e  Decim al 
C lassifica tion .“

Im m e d ia te ly  A l i ngh  P r i n s  received O t l e t ’s l e t te r  c la im in g  
copy r ig h t  for the  O I B  in the  Decimal  Class i f ica t ion ,  he p r o ­
tested that:

The «U niversal D ecim al C lassifica tio n »  is published by the In te r­
n a tio n a l In s titu te  o f B ib lio g rap h y  w hose E xecutive  C om m ittee  
fu n c tio n s a s  a  P u b lica tio n s  C om m ittee  by  v ir tu e  of a  decision  taken  
a t  th e  T en th  C onference of o u r  In s titu te . B eing  convinced of th e  
n ecessity  fo r a G erm an  and  an  E n g lish  tra n s la t io n  o f  th e  C ode, I hav e  
th e  d u ty  and  the r ig h t to  subm it th is  req u est to  the E xecutive 
C o m m itte e . . .  I re g re t th a t  I do  not see  e ith e r the d u ty  o r  even the 
r ig h t o f a d d re ss in g  m yself to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l O ffice o f B ib liography .

O nce  m o re  he ex p la in ed  t h a t  no  s e p a ra t i o n  h a d  been provoked 
a t  F ra n k fu r t ,  a n d  carefu l l y  rev iewed the  even ts  th a t  had  led 
to th i s  m isa p p reh en s i o n .  Moreover ,  at F r a n k f u r t  O t le t  a nd  La 
F o n t a i n e  h ad  a g r e e d  lo the bu d g e t  p r e p a r e d  for the  I ID of 
which the C o m m it te e  for th e  Decimal  C la ss i f ic a t ion  w a s  par t .  
They therefore  «r ecogn ised  the r ight  of contro l  of  th e  I ID ' s  
Counci l  in the  m a n a g e m e n t  of  the  C.D. ...» In h i s  opin ion.  
A l i n g h  P r i n s  sa id,  n o t h i n g  h a d  rea l ly  c h a n g e d  be c a u s e  of 
t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a t  F ra n k fu r t .  « In  rea l i ty  it is  on ly  a quest ion 
of  an  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  m a t te r ,  which ne eds  to be unde rs tood
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c le a r l y  a n d  exact ly.» A l i ng h  P r i n s  en d e d  on  a  conc i l ia tory  
note:

P lease  be convinced, m y  d ear M m O tle t and  L a F o n ta in e , th a t I hav e
th e  g re a te s t  d esire  to  pu t a n  end  to  these  m is -u n d c rs ta n d in g s , and
th a t  I d esire  th a t  w e  sh o u ld  co lla b o ra te  to g e th e r  in  th e  com m on g o a l
in  a  sp ir it  o f frien d sh ip  and  m u tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g .87

Donker  Duyvis  w a s  s h a k e n  by  O t l e t ’s  l e t te r  a n d  spoke  out  
s t r o n g ly .  The  la s t  ed i t ion  of  the  Class i f ica t ion ,  he said,  c o n ­
ta in e d  o n ly  a l it t le bo r row ed f rom Dewey.  Th e  r es t  of  it w a s  
the  r e s u l t  of  the  w o r k  in E u r o p e  of  a g r e a t  m a n y  c o l l a b o ra ­
tors.  « In  a s k i n g  for th e  co -opera t ion  of co l la bor a to rs ,  I re ques t ­
ed them to cont r ibu t e  their  w o r k  to the In t e rn a t io n a l  C o m ­
m i t te e  for  t h e  Decimal  Cla ss i f ica t ion  w hic h  ac ted  a s  th e  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  c o m m it t ee  of  the  I IB af te r  the  r e g u la t i o n s  la id down 
in  1924.» All  the  co l l ab o ra to r s  h a d  w o r k e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  claim 
to copyr igh t .  H e  renounced  a n y  such c la im s  h imse l f  a n d  r e ­
g r e t te d ,  r a th e r  tar t ly,  th a t  such  c la im s  w e re  be in g  m a d e  «for 
a n  ins t i tu t ion  of the  B e lg ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  of which I kn ow  l it t le 
more  than  the n a m e  an d  wi th  which ne i ther  a n y  of  the  co l l ab ­
o ra to r s  nor I myse l f  have  h ad  a n y  re la tion».  He  obse rved  th a t  
the  w o rk  of  m a n y  of h i s  co l l ab o ra to r s  w a s  of ten « m ut i la te d  to 
force it into the s u p e r a n n u a t e d  sc he m e  of Dewey».  I t  w ou ld  
be on ly  a l i t t le t rouble  to a b a n d o n  the  w ho le  sc hem e  a n d  se t  
about  d ev i s in g  a «un iver sa l  c lass i f ica t ion  r e s p o n d i n g  m o re  to 
m o d e r n  needs  (p a r t i cu l a r ly  we  w a n t s  to o ve r tu rn  s ec t io ns  1 to 
4 )» ,  th e  sec t ions  in t h e  new edi t ion ,  for which  Ot le t  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e  h ad  been respons ib le .  B ut  Donk er  Duyv is  did not  
w a n t  this to happen .  « I t  is therefore  with the g r e a t e s t  ins i s tence 
th a t  I b eg  you not  to m u t i l a t e  the  ex i s t i n g  o rg a n i s a t i o n  —  
a n  o rg a n i s a t i o n  founded by  you —  in which you  h a v e  co-op­
e ra te d  a n d  ac ted  a s  the co-di rec tors  s ince  i ts  foundat ion  
in 1924.»“

Ot le t ,  however,  cont in ue d  to bel ieve t h a t  th e  D utc h  had 
a t t e m p t e d  to s e p a r a t e  the  Office a nd  the  Ins t i tu te  a n d  to b e a r  
a  s t r o n g  r e s e n t m e n t  t o w a r d s  them.  H e  con t in ued  to re fuse to 
accept  the v a r io u s  c h a n g e s  t h a t  had occur red  in th e  In s t i t u te  
ove r  the  p reced in g  years .  On B o x in g  Day  1932. he dr e w  up 
a repor t  «On the P r e s e n t  S i tu a t io n  of the  I IO» w hic h  he 
w a n t e d  to subm i t  to the  Counci l  a n d  m e m b e r s  of the Ins t i tu te .  
I t  se t  o u t  all the  g r i e v a n c e s  m e n t io ned  in h i s  e a r l ie r  r epo r t  
to La  F o n t a i n e  in J u ly  a nd  ad d e d  to  th e m  h is  o p in io ns  on  w h a t  
ha d  h a p p e n e d  a t  the  F r a n k f u r t  Co nf e re nc e  a n d  su bs equ en t ly .89 
O n  the  28th a n d  29th D ecember  Donke r  Duyv is  a n d  Al ing h  
P r i n s  c a m e  down to B rus se l s  from The  H a g u e  a n d  Ot le t  read 
h i s  d ra f t  repor t  to them. They  d iscussed  it and  they c a m e  to 
an  a g r e e m e n t  w hic h  Ot le t  d r e w  up formal ly .  I m p o r t a n t  p r o ­
v is ions of the  a g r e e m e n t  were  to r e in s ta te  the R B U  as  an 
« i n te g ra l  par t  of  the  i n te r n a t io n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of docifmen-
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tat ion».  Evert m o re  im p o r t a n t  w e re  the  dec is ions  m a d e  about  
th e  Dec im al  Classi f ica t ion :

a) The D ecim al C lass ifica tio n  is confirm ed  a s  th e  p ro p e rty  o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l O ffice  o f B ib liog raphy , b u t th e  scien tific  developm en t is 
confided  to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  of D ocum en tation . T h is will 
c a r ry  o u t i ts  e lab o ra tio n  th ro u g h  th e  C om m ittee  fo r th e  Decim al 
C la s s i f ic a t io n .. .  A n y th in g  th a t is a m a tte r  o f tra n s la tio n , a d ap ta tio n  
ab b rev ia tio n  o r  o th e r r ig h ts  w ill be  th e  ob ject o f an  ag reem en t w hose 
pu rp o se  w ill be to  sa feg u a rd  th e  in te g r i ty  o f th e  w o rk  as w ell as the 
m o ra l r ig h ts  and  m a te ria l b en efits  w hich  derive  from  it. T he financ ia l 
benefits  o f th e  E d ition  of th e  C D  a s  w ell a s  o th e r p u b lica tio n s w ill be 
p u t to  th e  developm en t o f the O ffice and  th e  In s titu te .
b) Som e g en era l ru les  w ill be  la id  dow n  for th e  developm en t o f the 
c la ss ifica tio n  a n d  for successive  ed itio n s  . . .

The  In t e r n a t i o n a l  Office of  Bi b l io g ra p h y  a n d  of D ocu m en ta t i o n  
w a s  to be developed a s  a n  a u t o n o m o u s  in te rna t io na l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ion.  I t s  r e la t io ns  wi th  the In s t i t u te  would be cont ro l led  by a 
formal  a g re em ent ,  thoug h a c o m m o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w o u ld  be 
m a in ta in e d .  Th e  Office w o u ld  a l so  h a v e  i ts ow n se r ie s  of p u b ­
l icat ions.  O th e r  pub l ica t ions  b e a r i n g  the n am e ,  IID, woul d  
h a v e  to  be a p p ro v e d  by Council .90

Iii D ecemb er  A l i ng h  P r i n s  p r e p a r e d  an  official  reply to 
th e  tw o d o c u m e n ts  received f rom the Ins t i t u t e  for  Intel lec tua l  
Co-opera t ion  in P a r i s .  H e  d ea l t  wi th  each of  these  in so m e  de­
tai l .  H e  poin ted  o u t  th a t  G e r a r d ' s  repor t ,  pa r t icu la r ly ,

co n ta in ed  a b rillian t ex position  of th e  problem  of d o cu m en ta tio n  and  
of the d ifferen t fo rm s u n d e r w hich d o cu m en ta tio n  p re sen ts  itself. 
S im ila r expo sitio n s on  these  p rinc ip les  h av e  been m ade  p rev io u sly  by M. 
O tle t and  have acted  a s  th e  b ase s  for ac tio n  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l 
In s t i tu te  fo r B ib lio g rap h y  now  th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  fo r Docu­
m en ta tio n .

H e  ind ica ted  t h a t  all e x i s t i n g  na t i o n a l  un io n s  a n d  fede ra t ions  
of  docu m e n ta t io n  w e re  a t  p re se n t  a l r e a d y  m e m b e r s  of  the IID. 
Th e re  w e re  two exceptions ,  Aslib,  w hich  had ,  however ,  a 
jo in t  a n d  very ac t ive C o m m i t t e e  wi th  th e  B S I B  on  the  Deci­
mal  Class i f ica t ion ,  and  G e r a r d ’s ow n F renc h  Union of  Offices 
of  Docum en ta t ion .  It w a s  c lear  to h im t h a t  the  I ID  ac tua l ly  
a l r e a d y  filled the requ i r em en ts  for an  in te rn a t io na l  o r g a n i s a ­
t ion for  do cum ent a t io n  se t  ou t  in di fferen t  w a y s  in the  two 
repor t s ,  o r  could do  so wi th  s om e s u p p o r t  f rom the  Ins t i tu te  
for  In te l lec tua l  Co-o pe ra t io n .91 Otlet ,  not  sa t i s f i ed  wi t h  this,  
p r epa red  a «per son a l»  reply to th e  p ro p o sa ls  se t  for th  in the  
tw o  documents .  He  re - i te ra ted  w h a t  ha d  become his s t a n d a r d  
concep ts  exp re sse d  in a s t a n d a r d  form,  c o n c l u d i n g  h is  r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s ,  « D oc um en ta t io n ,  Sc ience,  H u m a n  T h o u g h t  wish  
it».92 H e re  w a s  w h a t  Al ingh  P r i n s  h ad  come to  d i s t ru s t  in 
c o n t e n t  and  m a n n e r  of exp re ss i on  in O t l e t ’s  w r i t i ng .  H i s  own 
«cold a ccou nt »  is a model of d i rec tness,  re levance  a n d  c la r i ty  
by compar i so n .
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T H E  C R IS IS  R ESO LV ED

F o r  the p u r p o s e s  oí  thi s  s tudy,  the  y e a r  1932 is  t a ken  a s  
the  po in t  at  w hic h  Ot le t ’s  in f luence  c ease d  to be of  an y  p r i ­
m a r y  im p o r ta n c e  in s h a p i n g  the  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  w ork  oí  the  
I n te r n a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  for Do cum en ta t io n .  In t h a t  yea r  in the 
evolu t ion  of the  I n s t i t u te ' s  h i s tory  it w a s  as  if youth  a n d  age ,  
in nova t io n  a n d  react ion ,  fu ture  a n d  pas t  a t  l a s t  con f ron ted  
e a c h  o ther  decis ively.  Th e re  were  no p itched ba t t l e s  be tween  
the  o p p o s i n g  forces,  on ly  a n u m b e r  of m in o r  sk i r m is hes  r e p r e ­
s e n t i n g  s h a r p e n i n g  c l a sh es  between d i v e r g i n g  but  s t i l l  closely 
re la ted  ideologies .  Th e re  w a s  c er ta in ly  no  f inal  o r  comple te ly  
dec is ive  victory.  T r ium ph  w ou ld  h a v e  sacr i f iced  on  the  one 
h a n d  a pa s t  r ich in assoc ia t ion  a n d  ach i evem ent ,  a n d  on the  
o ther  the possibi l i t i es  of a p r o m is in g  future.  Moreover ,  one  or  
o th e r  s ide  m ig h t  h a v e  lost th e  r ig h ts  to th e  Decimal  C l a s s i ­
ficat ion.  Nei ther  s ide,  therefore ,  looked c l ear ly  to win,  a n d  
both were ,  on  the whole,  pol i te  and  s c ru p u lo u s  of each o t he r ' s  
sensibi l i t i es .  Never the le ss  the  c h a n g e s  which  had  been m a d e  
were  not  reversed  a nd  m o re  c h a n g e s  e ns ue d  upon the p a t t e r n  
of ear l ier  ones  as  (lie Ins t i tu te  g r a d u a l ly ,  inexor ab l y  pe rhaps ,  
pu rsu ed  the new d i rect ions set  in The  H a g u e .  Ot le t  a n d  La 
F o n ta in e  co n t i n u ed  to be Se c re ta r ies -G ene ra l  unt i l  1939 when 
they  were  cer em oni ous ly  c re a te d  H o n o r a r y  V ic e-Pr es i den ts . 9* 
They  were  Se c re ta r ie s -G ene ra l  of the  Ins t i tu te ,  then,  in 1937 
w he n it w e n t  t h ro u g h  yet  a n o th e r  modi f ica t ion  of s t a t u t e s  and  
a c h a n g e  of  n a m e  to become th e  In te rn a t i o n a l  F e d e ra t i o n  for  
D o c u m e n ta t i o n  ( F I D ) . 91 Ot le t  con t in ued  to  w o rk  on  the  Deci­
m a l  Class i f ica t ion ,  con t in ue d  to c o r r e sp o n d  incessent ly,  inde- 
fa t ig ab l y  w i t h  D on ke r  Duyvis .  H is  s l igh t ly  s tooped  f igure  with 
i ts  h igh,  domed forehead a n d  v iv id ly w hi te  m o u s ta c h e  a nd  
be a rd  cont in ue d  to a p p e a r  a t  the a n n u a l  m ee t in gs  of the IID, 
then  the FI D .  At these,  p e e r in g  t h ro u g h  sm a l l  roun d  s te e l - r im ­
me d spectac les ,  he  still  r e a d  th e  A n n u a l  Repor t  of the  G en era l  
Sec re ta r ia t .  B u t  u p o n  specific m a t t e r s  of pol icy he a p p e a r e d  to 
h a v e  l it t le perceptible  im p ac t  a f te r  1932. Moreover ,  t h e  c o m p r o ­
mises  he h ad  ins is ted  upon a t  h i s  m e e t in g  wi th Donker  Duyvis  
and  Al ingh P r i n s  in December  1932 w e r e  m a in ta in e d ,  a t  l east  
unt i l  1934 when the Be lg ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  once  a g a i n  s h u t  th e  
P a l a i s  Mondia l ,  and  they  acce n tu a t ed  the c h a n g e s  t h a t  had  o c ­
cur red .  Indeed,  in A ugu s t  1933 Ot let  a l te red  his will lo exc lude  
the  Ins t i t u te  from its p rovis ions  b ecau se  of the se p a r a t i o n  th a t  
ha d  ta ken  place a nd  to m ak e  the  Office of Bib l iography ,  
whose  con t in ued  ex is tence  and  in d ep en d en ce  he  had  a t te mp ted  
to protec t ,  specif ical ly  i ts  benef iciary.85 He se em s neve r  to h a v e  
lost  a se ns e  of  a l ie na t io n  from th e  r e shape d  In s t i t u t e  wi th  i ts  
yo u n g e r  le ade rs  and  n a r r o w e r  p r o g r a m  a nd  he  kept  ever 
before  him the ideals  of his P a l a i s  M ondia l  even w hen ph ys i ­
ca l ly  it re m a in e d  inaccess ible  to  him.
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P e r h a p s  1932 m a y  be bes t  de scr ibed  a s  the  y e a r  in which  
th e  conf l ict s  t h a t  a t te nd  success ion  of  l eadership ,  fo l lowing  
ea r l i e r  in t i m a t i o n s  th a t  they w e re  likely to occur ,  f ina lly 
s t r u c k  th e  Ins t i tu t e  in a s h a r p l y  focused form. Ot le t ,  the  old 
leader  in Bru sse l s ,  w a s  a m a n  sixty- five y e a r s  old a nd  of de­
c l i n in g  powers .  H e  ha d  g ro w n  inf lexible a n d  w a s  heavy  wi th  
th e  h i s tory  of  h i s  Ins t i tu tes .  G r a d u a l l y ,  he had  been  forced to 
g ive  w a y  to D onke r  Duyvis  who  r ep re sen te d  a ne w order.  D o n ­
ker Duyvis,  the y o u n g  leader  in The  H a g u e ,  w a s  f resher ,  freer, 
m o re  s in g le -m in d e d  th a n  Ot let .  Unl ik e  Otlet ,  th e r e  w a s  for h im 
no w ea ry in g ,  in cr ea s i ng ly  w e ig h ty  b u rde n  of few and  smal l  v ic ­
tor ies  ove rwhel med by the more  f requent  defea t  of p a s t  a s p i r a ­
t ions.  Nor  w a s  he encum bered  by  the c om pu ls io ns  of phi los­
ophy.

Ot le t  was,  in a sense ,  r e w a rd e d  for the r enunc ia t i ons  de­
m a n d e d  of him,  t h ou gh  he m a y  not  h a v e  r ecogn is ed  it, by ele­
va t io n  in the  eyes of m a n y  to a s t a t u s  h igh  abov e  the  of ten 
pe t ty  imp era t iv es  of poli t ics and  act ion,  to th a t  of founder ,  
benefac tor ,  pioneer,  for whom respect  a n d  a d m ir a t i o n ,  u n t r a m ­
melled by da i ly  dea l in gs ,  could become so m e th in g  like r eve r ­
ence.  F rom  this  pos i t ion his u t t e r ance s  t h ro u g h o u t  the  years  
fol lowing  1932 c o m m a n d e d  a t t en t io n  f rom those  who  ha d  p re ­
v ious ly  b e g u n  imp a t ie n t ly  to re ject  them.  To those  seek ing  
d irec t ion in a s imple ,  concre te ,  rea l i sab le  p r o g r a m  c lear ly 
a n d  forceful ly exp ressed ,  he  had  offered only  abs t r ac t io ns ,  
lof t iness  of  ideal ,  a p reoccupat ion  wi th  the p a s t  a nd  a future 
evoked in the  su sp ec t  t e r m s  of  a n  a n t i q u a t e d  phi losophy.  Now 
his e loquence  n o  lo n g e r  produced  e x a s p e r a t i o n  but ,  a t  least ,  
to le ran t  a f f i rma t ion  of its g e n e r o u s  sen t im ent ,  a t  mos t ,  in sp i ­
ra t ion .86

W h a te v e r  the re w ard ,  the s t r u g g l e  had upon Ot le t  a 
se r ious  effect.  As it p ro g re s s e d  he w-rote th a t  his «phys ical ,  so ­
cial  an d  mo ra l  forces» w e re  so  d im in is hed  t h a t  he found  h i m ­
self  w i s h i n g  to be rel ieved of  the  w o rk  he h a d  un de r t ake n .  
«1 conce ived  an  ins t i tu t ion» ,  he sa id,  «I deve loped  it. I have  
def ined the  s t a g e s  of its fu ture ex tens ion :  the  In s t i t u t e  of  B ib ­
l iogr aph y ,  the Union of In te rn a t io na l  Ass oc ia t ions ,  the M u ­
seum,  the  P a l a i s  Mondia l ,  the  N e tw ork  for  the M u n d a n e u m ,  
the  Wor ld  City».  C o n f r o n t i n g  h im w e re  so  m a n y  problems 
t h a t  he believed th a t  it h ad  become ne c e ss a ry  th a t  those  wh o 
w e re  to be the  «benef icia ries» of his  work,  those  u 'ho  w-ere 
« s t r o n g  a n d  aware» ,  should  a c t  to en su re  th a t  «a n v  devia t ion  
f rom the fu n d a m e n t a l  idea» be prevented .  Aro und  them all w a s  
a wor ld  to r n  by  «crisis,  w a r ,  revolu t ions» .  H e  w a s  h imsel f  
in a dep lor ab le  f inancial  s i tua t ion ,  phys ica l ly  ex ha us te d ,  unable  
to con t in ue  his work.  The  t ime ha d  come,  he believed,  for 
the  promot ion  of  the  W o r ld  Ci ty,  the  f inal  s t a g e  in h i s  pro-
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g r a m  oi in te rn a t io na l  ins t i tu t ions ,  bu t  he feared th a t  he 
w a s  no  lo n g e r  ab le  lo do it h imse l f  b ecau se  of his « fa i l ing  
s t r e n g t h . . .  i n s u f f i c i e n c y . . .  i m p o t e n c e . . .  impat ience» .97
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C h a p t e r  X I  V 

L A S T  D E C A D E S

T H E  M U N D A N E U M

D u r i n g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of the  1920s a n d  the ea r ly  1930s- 
Ol le t  w a s  by  no  m e a n s  solely occupied  wi th  de ve lo pme n ts  in 
the  i n te r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u te  of Doc um en ta t io n ,  a s  the las t  
c h a p te r  m a y  have  su g g e s t e d .  H is  m a in  act ivi t ies ,  on the con ­
t ra ry ,  were  f i rmly directed  t o w a r d s  the M u n d a n e u m .  The  M u n ­
d a n e u m  w a s  th e  exp re ss i on  of h i s  phi losophy a n d  he  devised 
and  ca r r ie d  ou t  a p r o g r a m  of w ork  u s i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  its 
col lec t ions  in a n  a t t e m p t  to rea l i se  i ts  educ a t io na l  potent ial .  
W i t h in  it he  s tud ied,  lec tured and  wrote .

In t h e  la te  twent ies ,  a f te r  M a s u r e ’s  dea th ,  he a t t r ac ted ,  
p e r h a p s  unexpec ted ly  for he h ad  feared he w oul d  no t  be  able 
to  rep lace  M a s u r e ,  tw o  new col lea gues  to  w o rk  with him,  two 
disciples,  G eo rge s  Lorphèvre,  then  a very  y o u n g  ma n ,  and  the 
o lder  A n d ré  Colet .  Moreover ,  a f te r  the  c losure  of  the  P a l a i s  
Mo ndi a l  in 1924, a g roup  of s u p p o r t e r s  jo i ned  to g e th e r  to form 
a non-profi t  as so c ia t io n  des igned  lo help in its recons t ruc t ion  
and  s u b s e q u e n t  dev e lo pm en t  a lo ng  the  l ines  of O t le t ' s  
theories.  Th is  assoc ia t ion  ca l led itself Les A m is  du 
P a l a i s  M on dia l .  I ts  m e m b e r s  were  a co rp s  of vo lunteers  
r e p l a c i n g  th e  paid a s s i s t a n t s  of ear l ie r  m o re  p ro spe ro us  days .  
The  p r o g r a m  of the  M u n d a n e u m ,  both social  and  e d u c a ­
t iona l ,  w a s  d i rec ted  p r im ar i l y  a t  them, a n d  not ices abo u t  it 
a p p e a r e d  in an  in fo rm at ion  bul let in ,  P a la is  M o n d ia l, i ssued 
f rom the  M u n d a n e u m  re g u l a r l y  be tween  1929 a n d  1932.

D u r i n g  the  per iod  1927 to 1930 a cycle of l ec tures  a n d  
o ther  act iv i t ies w a s  held.  In 1930 a n o th e r  t r iennial  cyc le  be­
ga n .  I t  w a s  described  in the fo l lowing  way :

It [the trien n ia l cycle) co n s titu te s  an  im p o rta n t form  of in s tru c tio n  
w ith  a  specia l ch a rac te r: th e  com plem ent, p re p ara tio n  for, o r  repetition  
of g e n e ra l and  spec ia lised  in s tru c tio n  g iv en  before. It is d istin g u ish ed  
by th ree  ch arac te ris tics :
1 T his in s tru c tio n  in  a ll i ts  p a r ts  is  dom inated  by  a c en tra l idea: to  
m ake  know n the g en era l life o f th e  w orld  u n d e r  the form  of i ts
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developm en t th ro u g h  th in g s  (N a tu re , M an. S o c iety ), th ro u g h  space 
(N a tio n s , C o u n trie s ) , th ro u g h  tim e (H isto ry . E volu tion . R evolu tions,
T ran s fo rm a tio n s).
2. This in s tru c tio n  is su p p o rted  by th e  v as t d o cu m en ta tio n  a lread y  
assem bled  in the M useum , th e  L ibrary , th e  A rchives and  th e  R eperto ries 
o f th e  P a la is  M ondial. Such d o cu m en ta tio n  p e rm its  everyone, a t  any 
tim e, to  deepen a n d  ex tend  h is  s tu d ies : it sim plifies o ra l 'exposition . 
T he d o cu m en ta tio n  o f th e  M useum  in  p a r tic u la r  a llo w s one  to  see and  
to u ch  th in g s  them selves o r rep ro d u c tio n s o f them : «Tile S ilen t U n iv e r­
s i ty  of S ig h t and  Touch».
3. M oreover, th is  in s tru c tio n  ex ten d s to  ev e ry th in g . It cov ers  th e  g re a t 
fu n d am en ta l fac ts , the links, the connec tions, th e  recurrences, the 
rep ercu ssio n s, th e  in terdependencies . In  th is form  it co n s titu te s  in 
essence  «M odern a n d  G en era lised  H um anities» . It d ra w s  its  in sp ira tio n  
from  these a d ag e s: y o u  are  a  m an  a n d  n o th in g  h um an  sh o u ld  be 
fo re ig n  to  you; you have becom e a c itizen  of the w orld  and  110 part 
o f  th e  w orld  should  lie  o u tsid e  y o u r know ledge; you a re  a  son of the 
tw e n tie th  c en tu ry  a n d  no n e  of the g re a t com m on task s , now  im posed 
o r  proposed , should  leave  you in d if fe re n t . . .
T he P a la is  M o n d ia l’s cycle of trien n ia l in s tru c tio n  tak es  m an y  form s: 
lec tu res, s till  and  m ov ing  p ic tu res , p h o n o g rap h  co n certs , d em o n ­
s tra tio n s , gu id ed  to u rs  w ith  co m m entaries, m ee tin g s w ith  enquiries, 
q u estio n s and  debates . G en era l m ee tin g s a re  com plem ented  by 
co n v ersa tio n s , by in itia tio n  in to  the m eth o d s of D ocum en tation  and 
in te llec tu a l w ork by m ean s of co u rses and  p rac tica l w ork in the 
w o rk sh o p s of th e  P a la is  M o n d ia l,'

In this  p r o g r a m  Ot le t  ha d  endeavou re d  to p u t  into 
pr ac t ic e  the  educ a t io na l  use s  to be m a d e  of the  co llect ions  of 
t h e  M u n d a n e u m  upon  w hic h  he had  e x p a t ia te d  i n  1926. The 
r a n g e  of su bje c ts  dea l t  wi th  in the  lectures ,  m a n y  a c c o m p a ­
nied as  the p r o g r a m  promised ,  by s l ides  or  o th e r  pr imi t ive  
fo rm s  of w h a t  n o w a d a y s  a r e  ca l led the au dio -v isu a l  media ,  
w a s  e x t r a o rd in a ry .  Ot le t  h imse l f  in j u s t  the  f irst  ha l f  of 1930 
lectured on «The In te rn a t io n a l  Bank»,  «The H a g u e  and  London 
Conferences» .  «The  In te rn a t i o n a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n  of Vice», «The  
P r o b l e m s  of L a n g u a g e » ,  « F r o m  th e  C a v e  to  the  W o r ld  City»,  
«The I n te r n a t i o n a l  Ins t i tu t e  for  Inte l lectua l  C oope ra t io n  — 
I ts  R e -o rga n is a t io n  and  the In s t i tu te s  of the  P a l a i s  Mondia l» ,  
«C onc e rn in g  the Revolut ion of 1830 a nd  of al l  o th e r  Revo lu­
t ions  t h a t  h a v e  o r  will he seen in the  World»,  a n d  «Ph i lo sop hy  
of Life a n d  U niv er sa l i s a i» .* O th e r  lec tu re rs  r a n g e d  in thei r  
d i s cour se s  from «The  Ne cess i ty  for Den ta l  Hygi ene» ,  to  «The  
E n i g m a s  of the  U n ive rse» .3

D u r i n g  thi s  per iod,  too, a specia l  e ffor t  w a s  m a d e  to  in ­
te re s t  ch i ldren  in the  w o rk  of the  M u n d a n e u m .  In 1930 G e o r ­
g es  L orphè vre  set  abou t  o r g a n i s i n g  a ch i l d re n ’s  l i b r a ry  a t  the 
M u n d a n e u m  for the J e u n e s  A m is  du  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l '  ( s om e­
t imes  known  as  J A P M )  who w e re  t a k i n g  up  the i r  w o r k  at  th a t  
t ime ,  it w a s  r e m a rk e d ,  «with e n t h u s i a s m » .4 The  a im s  of the 
J e u n e s  Amis  du P a l a i s  M ondia l  w e re  defined a s  «deve loping  
the facul t ies»,  a nd  «e xt end in g  the  knowled ge»  of its members ,  
t h u s  p e r m i t t i n g  them to m ake  «so me  w or th w h i l e  cont r ibu t io n  
to  t h e  P a l a i s  M o n d i a l  whi le  he lp in g  themselves» .5 In so m e

346

r e m a r k s  directed  to pa ren t s ,  Ot le t  e n la r g e d  up o n  the  use fu l ness  
to the P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  of thi s  g r o u p  of y o u n g  people,  and  
the  p e rs ona l  va lu e  they w oul d  the m se lv es  d iscover  in the ir  
a s s o c ia t i o n  with it. G e n e r a l i s in g ,  typical ly,  f rom the  pa r t i cu la r  
in s t a n c e  of th i s  g r ou p ,  Ot le t  p ropose d  t h a t  a U nion  of Youth 
for the  M u n d a n e u m  shou ld  be c reated.  Th is  w oul d  be w o r l d ­
wide  a nd  would s t a n d  to socia l  and  in tel lec tua l  m a t t e r s  much 
a s  the Boy Sc o u t s  s tood  to  «phys ica l» m a t t e r s . 8 The  act iv i t ies 
of the J e u n e s  A m is  du  P a l a i s  M ond ia l ,  in rea l i ty  Bruxel loi s  
all ,  on e  supposes ,  took the form of m e e t in gs ,  deba tes ,  d r a m a t i c  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  specia l  t a s k s  in the P a l a i s  M ond ia l .

The  s i tua t ion  of th e  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  w a s  ex t remely  se r ious  
a t  this  t ime.  B e l g i u m ’s cen te nni a l  ce l eb ra t io ns  were  held in
1930, bu t  it w a s  a y e a r  for th e  M u n d a n e u m ,  O t le t  sa id ,  not  

•of « rejo ic ing»  but  of  « m o u r n i n g » 7 for, six y e a r s  a f te r  the  
e v e n t s  of 1924, it w a s  still  incomplete ly  res tored .  E a r l y  in 1930, 
a s  Direc tor  of the  M u n d a n e u m ,  Ot le t  apo logi sed  for its c o n ­
t i n u i n g  de te r ior a ted  physical  condi t ion .  It w as ,  he  adm i t t ed ,  
« in a ba d  s t a t e  of r epa i r  a n d  the upkeep leaves  a g r e a t  deal  
to be  desi red.  The  M a n a g e m e n t  offers  i ts  apologies» .  The  best  
t h a t  could  be done  in th is  y e a r  of ce leb ra t io n  for B e lg ia n  in­
s t i t u t io n s ,  he  believed,  w a s  the m o u n t i n g  of a publ ic  opinion 
c a m p a i g n  to s h a m e  the a u th or i t i e s  into of fe r ing  a d e q u a t e  fu­
t u r e  s u p p o r t  for the  M u n d a n e u m  a n d  s om e  r epa ra t i on  for the 
d a m a g e s  inf licted on it. Now w a s  a t ime,  he s u g g e s t e d ,  when 
«com pl a in ts ,  p rotest s ,  d e m a n d s ,  reso lut ions ,  g r ievances ,  r e ­
g re t s ,  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  of co nsequ en ces  in a ny  form w h a te v e r  
sh o u ld  be sen t  e i ther  in d iv idu a l ly  or  collect ively to those  w ho  
c a n  help».6

The  prob lems faced  by the  M u n d a n e u m  w e r e  ref lected in 
i t s  v a r i o u s  co llec t ions w hich  co n t in u ed  to be te n d ed  a n d  some 
of  which gr e w  s lowly in the  d e cade  1924 to 1934. E a r ly  in
1931, the  R B U  con ta in e d  n e a r ly  four teen mil l ion c a rds .  Since 
1927 o n ly  abou t  ha lf  a mil l ion  c a r d s  had  been ad d e d  to it. 
S o m e  a d d i t io n s  of na t i o n a l  a n d  specia l  sec t ions  w e re  a lso 
m a d e  to the M u se u m .  In 1931 the D o cu m en ta ry  Encyclopedia  
c o m p r i s i n g  10.000 files a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  ab ou t  on e  mi l l ion  i tems,  
s tood  u n c h a n g e d  f rom 1927. The  A t la s  of U n i v e r s a l  C iv i l i sa ­
t ion,  however ,  the  f ir s t  s tu d i e s  for which  Ot le t  a nd  A nne  O d e r ­
feld ha d  pre se n te d  in 1928 a n d  1929. con ta in e d  about  three  
t h o u s a n d  c h a r t s  in 1931 a n d  the microf i lm col lect ion,  the  E n ­
cyc lopedia  Microphot ica  M u n d a n e u m .  g re w  qui te  rap idly .1*

The  RBU ,  which  in O t l e t ’s  v iew  cu lm in a te d  the w o rk  of 
th e  I ID a n d  w a s  at  the  roo t  of in te rn a t i o n a l  inte l lec tua l  co­
ope ra t ion ,  i l l us t ra te s  th e  pr ob le m s a n d  inefficiencies of the  I n ­
te r n a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  of  the IID. Th ough  the  R B U  w a s  for 
Ot le t  the  c en t r a l  I ID  col lect ion a n d  h ad  been recognis ed  as  
p ro v id in g  a bas i s  for  an  in te rn a t io na l  f in d in g  list by the  I n ­
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t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m it te e  tor  In te l lec tua l  Co-ope ra t ion ,  no  a t ­
t e m p t s  w e re  m a d e  unti l  1928 to  h a v e  r e s u m e d  th e  s h i p m e n t  to 
th e  M u n d a n e u m  of the Br i t i s h  M u s e u m  L i b ra ry ’s access ion  
sl ips.  Th ese  s h ip m e n ts  h a d  b e g u n  in 1909 a f t e r  official r ep re ­
sen ta t i o n s  to the  Br i t i sh  g o v e r n m e n t  f rom the  Be lg ian  g o v e r n ­
men t .  Ten  y e a r s  af te r  the  end of the  W a r ,  w hic h  had ,  of  course ,  
in te r ru p t e d  the  sh ip m en ts ,  all access ion  s l ips  f rom the period 
1914 to 1928 w e re  a t  l a s t  s e n t  to  th e  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  These  
s h i p m e n t s  co n t i n u ed  for tw o  y e a r s  on l y .10 No a t t e m p t  a t  al l  
w a s  m a d e  to h a v e  th e  L i b ra ry  of  C o n g r e s s  c o n t i n u e  d e p o s i t i n g  
i ts s e t s  o f  p r in te d  c a r d s  in the RBU ,  c a r d s  wh ich  h ad  become 
pa r t ic u la r ly  v a lu abl e  öfter  1930 w hen they b e g a n  to ca r ry  
Dewey  Decimal  N u m b e r s  which  w o u ld  permi t  Iheir be ing  filed 
immed ia te ly ,  o r  wi th  on ly  s l ig h t  modi f ica t ion  (g iven  i n c re a s in g  
d ive rgence  be tween  the  C D  a n d  DC)  into the RBU .  In 1922 
P u t n a m ,  t h e  L ib ra r ia n  of  C o n g r e s s  himsel f,  w ro te  to  O t l e t  
abo ut  the  cards :

The sh ip m en t o í d ep o sito ry  c a rd s  to  y o u r  In s titu tio n  w a s  of course  
in te rru p ted  by  the W ar. W e ra th e r  expected th a t  w hen you  w ere a g a in  
read y  to receive  sh ip m en ts  of o u r ca rd s  you w o u ld  w rite  to  th a t 
e ffect. W e are  adv ised  by  M r. E rn es t K te tsch , w ho  recen tly  called  on 
you, th a t your in s titu tio n  h a s  a p p a re n tly  recovered from  the W ar 
p eriod  a n d  seem s re a d y  to  h a n d le  th e  c a rd s  a g a in . I f  y o u  a re  re a d y  
to  receive the cu rd s  w e w ill sen d  w ith in  a few w eeks tliose th a t hav e  
been issued  since sh ip m en ts  w e re  su sp en d ed  in  1914 . . . "

No ac t ion w a s  ta ke n  on  thi s  l e t te r  a t  the M u n d a n e u m  a n d  
the  c a r d s  w e re  ne ve r  s e n t . 12 All of thi s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  va l id i ty  
of  the c r i t i ci sms voiced by  A l in gh  P r i n s  a n d  o th er s  a g a i n s t  the 
g r e a t ,  c e n t r a l i se d  R B U  w h ic h  w a s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  
d inosaur- l ike ,  m o re  a n d  more  incomple te  a n d  m o re  a n d  m o re  
ou t-of -da te  w i th  each  p a s s i n g  year .

It is t e m p t i n g  to spe cul a te  t h a t  a t  th i s  t ime ,  an  old,  d i s ­
cou rage d ,  s l ig h t ly  b i t t e r  m a n ,  O t le t  h a d  b e g u n  to r e t r ea t  f rom 
th e  wor ld  of  act ion ,  from the  prac t i ca l i t i es  of  h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
a m b i t i o u s  p r o g r a m  of in te rn a t io na l  o rg a n is a t i o n .  L orphè vre  
a n d  Cole t  w e re  bes ide  h i m  protec t ive ly ,  a n d  a r o u n d  h im w a s  
a b a n d  of fai thfuls.  As they worked ,  how ever  inef fectual ly,  
a m o n g  the Collect ions of the  M u n d a n e u m ,  Ot le t  s eem s to h a v e  
t u r n e d  inc reas in g l y  to h i s  o w n  p r iv a te  s t u d y  a n d  w r i t in g ,  to  
a  r a t h e r  reclus ive life of scho la rsh ip  the  idea of  w hich  had 
a p p e a le d  to h im so s t r o n g l y  a s  a y o u n g  m a n .  Then ,  fifty 
ye a r s  ago ,  he  h ad  been p revente d  f rom fo l lowing  w ho le -he ar t ­
ed ly w h a t  he h ad  tho ugh t  of  as  a n a t u r a l  b e n t  of h i s  c h a r a c t e r  
by the necess i ty  of w o r k i n g  w i th  his f a the r  to res to re  the f a m ­
ily fortune.  N o w  af te r  ye a rs  of  in te rmi t ten t ,  bu t  cum u la t i v e ly  
ex tens ive  s t u d y  there  w a s  n o t h i n g  to r e s t r a in  h im from a lmos t  
c om pl e te  devot ion to  it, p a r t i c u la r ly  no  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  obv io us  
success .  W h a t  s e e m s  to h a v e  been h is  a t t i tu de  to the  R B U  at  
this  t ime  m a y  have  been g e n e r a l l y  typical .  H e  defended  the
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idea of A, p a y i n g  a t te n t io n  onl y  to  w h a t  it could become as  
p a r t  of the  g r a n d i o s e  w h o le  h i s  p a s t  th e o r i s in g  had e n v is a g e d  
a s  b e i n g  a ch ie vab le  a t  s om e  in de t e rm in a te  fu tu re  t ime .  W h a t  
t h e  R B U  w a s  as  a n  a c tu a l  tool  of schola rsh ip ,  a g a i n s t  the  de ­
m o n s t r a b l e  eff iciency of which  his theor ies  m ig h t  be (and  
were)  tested,  s eem s no t  to h a v e  much concerned  him. H is  a t ­
t i tu de  to all the a l a r u m s  a n d  e n c o u n te r s  in the I ID,  which  so 
d i s t r e s s e d  a n d  e x h a u s te d  h im,  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  s im i la r .  The  
fasc ina t io n  wi th  an a b s t r a c t  ideal  of perfec t p a r t s  in a perfec t 
w h o le  in fini te ly l a r g e r  t h a n  the  par t ia l  wor ld  of t h e  I ID, the 
ju s t i f i c a t io ns  of  an te r i o r  th eo r i s in g ,  t h e  prospe c t  of  fu tu re  
fu l f i lment a n d  the ideal  condi t ions  t h a t  m u s t  ob tain  for it —  
t h e s e  ce a se le ss ly  drov e  h i s  pen .  F a c i n g  h im,  re jec ted ,  the i r  
im p o r ta n c e  not  c lea r ly  un de r s t ood ,  not  adm i t t ed ,  w e r e  pr ac t i ­
cal i t i es ,  ques t io ns  of efficiency, im m ed ia te  p ro b le m s  of act ion,  
of  co-operat ion,  of co-ord ina t ion ,  of  th e  conf l ic t in g  op in ions ,  ex­
pec ta t i ons  and  sel f - in te res t  of  h i s  m a n y  co l leagues .  A cknow l­
e d g i n g  these  the  I ID  b e g a n  h a r d  a n d  rea l i s t i ca l ly  l imi ted  
w o rk  a n d  to  en jo y  th e  prospec t  of s om e  success .  R e t i r i n g  f rom 
them, Otlet ,  imp at ien t ,  d ispi r i ted,  improveri shed,  im m ured  h i m ­
se l f  ever more  th or ou gh ly  wi th in  the phys ical  and  the c o n ­
c e p tu a l  w a l l s  of  h i s  P a l a i s  Mondia l .

«It  is  necessa ry» ,  h e  h a d  w r i t te n  to G e d d e s  in 1925, « to  g o  
over  the  s a m e  ideas ,  to deepen th e m  a n d  c lass i fy  th e m  bet ter ,  
to c o r r e la te  them,  to f ind  a m ore  l ively express ion  For them,  
to s impl i fy  the ir  p r esen ta t io n ,  a n d  abov e  all to m a k e  them 
less  local»".13 Thi s  w a s  w r i t t e n  abou t  h i s  cou rse  on  «Univer-  
sa l i s m »  a t  th e  In s t i tu te  of  H i g h e r  S t u d i e s  in B ru s se l s .  B u t  it 
is p robabl y  t rue  of e v e ry th in g  he  wro te  in the  la s t  fifteen 
y e a r s  of h i s  life. Cer ta in l y ,  he  con t in ue d  to expe r im en t  with 
his course  on un iversa l i sm.  In 1931 it w a s  described a s  a «co­
urse  of ge ne ra l  s tud ies  sy n th e s i s in g  fact s,  the object  of  the 
P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  itself».  W i t h  so m e  help,  p u r s u i n g  h is  con­
vict ion t h a t  there  w a s  a g r e a t  need  for a d e q u a te  « t each in g  
a ids»,  Ot le t  p re sen ted  a un iv e rs a l  «p ic to r i a l i sa t io n»  «in the 
form of c h a r t s  de s t i ned  for th e  A t l a s  of U ni ver sa l  Civi l i sa t ion,  
a n d  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  b y  recent ly  cons t ruc te d  equip me nt  on the 
model of ‘p l a n e t a r i u m s ’ (sic.) b u t  ex tende d  to  the  wor ld  a nd  
th e  w ho le  of the sc iences  ( M u n d a n a r i u m ) » . H B u t  a s  he wen t  
o v e r  a nd  over  old ideas  in h i s  w r i t i n g s  and  te a c h in g s ,  he  did 
so,  one m ig h t  h a z a r d  the  guess ,  not  to develop a n d  ref ine 
th e m  in t h e  s e n s e  of  the ory  i n t e r p r e t i n g  n e w  facts ,  of new  
fa c ts  t r a n s f o r m i n g  prev ious ly  held theory,  but  mere ly  to a dd  
m o re  ins ta nc es  a n d  to o r g a n i s e  his w o rk  into sma l le r ,  more  
-clearly d i sc re te  sect ions ,  l ike c a r d s  in a pack  of ca rds ,  which 
co u ld  be shuf f led  a n d  r e a r r a n g e d .

I l e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  t r ie d  to  w r i t e  eve ry  day .  E a c h  t im e  h e  
w r o te  it w a s  on a prec ise  topic —  a page ,  two pages ,  on occa­
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s io ns  as  m a n y  a s  six, but  r a r e ly  more.  Of t en  the  p a g e s  w e r e  
s i g n e d  a n d  d a te d  a n d  th e  fact  of the i r  u l t i m a t e  re la t ion  ind i ­
c a te d  by a co m m o n  «Note»  num ber .  Th e re  is, for example ,  in 
the  M u n d a n e u m ,  a ty pescr ip t  wi t h  the  t i t le.  « C o n c e r n in g  th e  
Wor l d  Republ ic :  Cr is is ,  W ar ,  Revolu t ion ,  Peace ,  Pr osp er i ty ,  
P r o g r e s s ,  H um a n i t y ,  Civ i l i sa t ion ,  a Second L e a g u e  of N a ­
t io ns» .15 This b e a r s  the  No te  N u m b e r  6268. The  f irst  sec t ion  or  
«n u m b e r »  of  the  se r ie s  fo l lowing  an  in t roduc t ion  w a s  ca l led 
« P r o b le m s  a nd  Forc es  C o n f r o n t i n g  Us». Th is  cons is ted  of s ev ­
er a l  di f fe ren t  pa r t s ,  al l  s e p a r a t e ly  labe lled ,  e a c h  b e g in n in g  on 
a new page .  The  second «n u m b er»  w a s  ca l led «The  F o r m  of 
F u t u r e  Bat t les» .  These  a n d  succeed in g  p a r t s  were  no t  da te d  
a n d  w e re  p r e s u m a b ly  w r i t t en  in J a n u a r y  1931, the  d a t e  of the  
In t roduc t ion .  « N um be r»  7, however ,  «Wor ld  Law:  In te rn a t i o n a l  
Law,  Universal  Rights .  *Cosmo-Meta-Pol i t ical  L a w ’», w a s  da ted  
4 th  F e b r u a r y  1931. Nex t  day ,  «The  Idea l ,  th e  W o r ld  of  I d e a s  
a n d  Ab s t r ac t io n»  w a s  w r i t t en .  O n  t h a t  s a m e  day  Ot le t  a l s o  
took up  a d i scuss ion  of the  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  O th e r  n u m b e r s  w e r e  
w r i t te n  t h r o u g h o u t  the  re s t  of  the year,  n u m b e r  39 of  the 21st  
S ept em ber  1931, «The F u t u r e  a n d  inf ini ty ,  E t e rn i t y  a n d  God»,  
neces sa r i ly  ex h au s t ed  the series.  S o m e  of the p a r t s  w e re  w r i t ­
ten  a n d  r ew r i t t en .  S o m e  w e r e  u s e d  in O t l e t ’s  m a n y  lec tures ,  
addr es se s ,  a nd  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a t  the  M u n d a n e u m .  O th e r s  were  
used in M o n d e  publ i shed  in I935.16 S im i l a r  col lec t ions of 
no ies  were  ca l led  «World P l a n » ,  a n d  «Mil i ta ry Duty ,  Peace ,  
D i s a r m a m e n t » . 17

O t l e t  a c tu a l l y  publ i shed  v e r y  l i t t le d u r i n g  the first  t h r e e  
or  four yea r s  of the thir t ies .  H e  p repar ed  so m e  of the mater ia l  
which a p p e a re d  in P a la is  M o n d ia l. H e  pub l i shed  h is  s t udy  of 
the  Wor ld B a n k  in tw o forms  in 1931, as  a n  a r t icle  in a local 
j o u r n a l  and  as  p a m p h l e t . 18 For  the  Fo u r th  I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n ­
gr es s  of  the A d m in is t r a t i v e  Sc iences  held in S p a in  in 1930 h e  
wrote  «On th e  Poss ib i l i ty  of  A d m in is t r a t i v e  En t i t i e s  H a v i n g  
Their  S i tu a t io n  a t  Ev e ry  M o m e n t  Pr e se n te d  Documen ta r i ly» . '*  
A bov e  al l  in 1932 he  w r o te  h i s  « S y s té m a t i s a t i o n  of  D o c u m e n ­
ta t ion »  for  D o cu m en ta tio  U n iv e rsa lis20 which  w a s  a pr ecur so r  
for his T rea tise  on  D o cu m en ta tio n  publ ished  in 1934.

C L O S U R E  O F  TH E M U N D A N E U M

O n  the  whole,  w o rk  in th e  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  se em s to h a v e  
proceeded  ca lm ly  in the  four  y e a r s  from 1930 to 1934. Ot le t  
ha d  his s t r u g g l e s  wi t h  the  I ID and  w i t h  his  pe rsona l  f inanc ia l  
p roblems,  all of which  d ep re sse d  a n d  worr ied  him,  but  h e  
cont in ued  to wri te ,  s t u d y  and  lecture.  O n  the  1st J u n e  1934. 
however ,  c a la m i t y  once a g a i n  befell the  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  The  
G o v e r n m e n t  once  m ore  c losed it down.  An a n n o u n c e m e n t  a p ­
pe a re d  in th e  I ID  C o m m u n ica tio n es , w hic h  w a s  a  t r a n s f o r m e d  
D o cu m en ta tio  U n iversa lis  i s sued  f rom The  H a g u e ,  that :
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F o llo w in g  d ep lo rab le  c ircu m stan ces th e  o ffices o f th e  H e a d q u a rte rs  
a n d  G en era l S e c re ta ria t o f th e  IID  hav e  had to  be tran s fe rre d  from  
th e  P a la is  M ondial to  44 R ue F é tis , B ru ssels, a n  a d d ress , w hich is. 
how ever, on ly  tem porary.* '

The ad dr e s s ,  th a t  of  Ot le t ’s  home,  w a s  not  t em p o ra ry .  Th e  
P a l a i s  Mo nd ia l  never  a g a i n  opened  i ts doors  in i ts  old form. 
A t  th e  end  of 1938, four y e a r s  la ter ,  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  did a t  l ast  
a g r e e  lo provide  a l t e rn a t iv e  q u a r t e r s  for it in the  P a l a i s  du 
C i n q u a n te n a i r e ,  b u t  the  Second W o r ld  W a r  in te rvened ,  a n d  
with mobi l i s a t ion  in Belg ium,  «a c a v a l r y  r eg i m en t  occupied  
the  loca t ions des t ined  for the  M u n d a n e u m » . 22 Af te r th e  o u t ­
b r e a k  of W a r ,  th es e  t r o o p s  w e r e  r ep l aced  by  o th e r s  —  G e r m a n  
t roops .  Ot le t  p ro tested  the  c lo su re  of  th e  M u n d a n e u m  by 
ke ep in g  vigi l  ou ts id e  i t s  locked doors  d u r i n g  th e  w ho le  of th e  
1st J u n e  1934.23

The  g o v e r n m e n t ’s act ion,  a s  t e r r ib le  a s  it w a s  for al l  o f  
Ot le t ' s  hopes  for the  P a l a i s  Mondia l ,  p roba bly  had  the  benefi ­
cial  t h ough  inc identa l  effect  of  b r i n g i n g  th e  D utc h  a n d  Bel ­
g i a n s  to ge the r ,  o r  a t  l eas t ,  o f  a r r e s t i n g  th e  w id e n i n g  r if t  be ­
tween  them.  W h a te v e r  the ir  d if ferences  of opinion about  c e n t ­
ra l i s a t io n  of  the I ID  a r o u n d  a un iqu e  b ib l iographica l  col lec­
tion, these  ha d  all been obv ia ted  by the g o v e r n m e n t  when  it
tu r n e d  the key in the  door s  of  the P a l a i s  Mondia l .  Now all
t h a t  w a s  left w a s  O t l e t ’s  office in the  Rue  Fét is ,  the  Dutch of ­
fice m a i n t a i n e d  by D on ke r  Duyvis,  th e  na t i o n a l  sec t ions ,  and  
t h e  U D C .  A ny  work  a t  all wi th in  th e  I n s t i t u t e  h a d  to  be  c a r ­
r ied o u t  th r o u g h  its n e w  s t r u c tu ra l  a n d  procedu ra l  m a c h in e r y  
w hic h  h ad  la rge ly  been in t roduced  a t  the  in s t ig a t io n  of the 
Dutch  a f te r  a s im i la r  ac t ion of the Be lg ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  ten 
ye a rs  before.  B e t r aye d  once a g a i n  by the  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  de­
n ied even the 0 1 B w h o s e  in tegr i ty  he  had a t te m p te d  to p r e ­
se rv e  in the  face of o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  c h a n g e s  wi th in the  In s t i ­
tute,  Ot le t  now  r esc inde d  th e  codicil  in h i s  wi l l  in fa v o u r  of  
it.2,1 I t  s e e m s  t h a t  Ot le t  a n d  La F o n t a i n e  had  recour se  to th e  
C o u r t s  for  redress .  The  c a s e  w a s  he a rd  in October  1935 a n d  
it w a s  revea led

th a t  the s ta te  had  n o  g riev an ce  a t  a ll a g a in s t  th e  U nion  [of In te r ­
n a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n s); on  the c o n tra ry , i ts  d e fen d in g  law y er publicly

«ra ised  th e  re p re se n ta tiv es  o f th e  U nion, th e  fo u n d e rs  of th e  P a la is  
\o n d ia l. T he d e fen ce  lim ited  i ts e lf  sim ply  to  p lea d in g  th e  p reca rio u s 

n a tu re  o f [the G o v ern m en t's! e n g ag e m e n t [w ith  th e  U IA ). I t  com pletely  
den ied  th e  leg a l v a lu e  of the term s, how ever fo rm al, o f a  co n firm in g
le tte r  o f 1926 of th e  M in ister o f Sciences and  A rts  o f the time:
«while a w a itin g  tile b u ild in g  of co n v en ien t loca tions y o u r co llections
w ill n o t be  dislodged».*5 

The League ,  embroi led  in m a j o r  poli t ical  a n d  economic s t r u g ­
gles ,  w a s  once  a g a i n  in fo rmed of th e  even ts  a n d  once  a g a i n  
ign o re d  them.28

The  c lo su re  of  the  P a l a i s  M ondia l  did not  s to p  its e d u ­
ca t i ona l  work .  No th in g ,  of course ,  could be done on  the col-
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lect ions ,  bu t  the  p r o g r a m s  of lec tures  a nd  v is i t s  cont inued.  
T hey  w e re  held in  a v a r i e ty  of places,  even in O t le t ' s  home.  
H e  b e g a n  to  g ive  qu i te  ex tens ive  cou rse s  s u c h  a s  o n e  of  e igh t  
l e s sons  b e g i n n i n g  on  the  18th J a n u a r y  1936 on  «An I n t r o ­
du c t io n  to the  Encyclopedia  of K n o w le d g e  a n d  D o c u m e n ­
ta t io n» .27 A formal  ce lebra t ion  of the  1,000th lec ture  of the 
M u n d a n e u m  w a s  held on the  25th F e b r u a r y  1940, a n d  an 
e l a b o r a t e  inv i ta t io n  w a s  i s s ued  for  it.28

C é l é b r a t i o n  d e  l a  M i l l i è m e  C o n f é r e n c e  d u  M u n d a n e u m

1940 - 02-25
F.t  i r u l n t r n a n t  l a  N e l .  p o r t u n i  I r  M u r t -  A  M o m l r u r  
i l u n c m i i  c l  i c \  E i p o l r t ,  v o p i i r  s u r  In
m c r  d r s  R l a l i t r - » ,  l e  c a p  s u r  I U l c a  I C o n f e r e n c i e r  n o  M u n d a n e u m  •

I J

In v ita tio n  Issu ed  to  the 1,000th L ecture S p onsored  by th e  M undaneum
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Otle t  pub l i shed  the c u lm in a t i o n  of  his life’s  w o rk  of s t u ­
d y  a n d  spe cu la t io n  in 1934 and  1935. T ra ité  de  d o c u m e n ta tio n 29 
a p p e a r e d  in 1934 a n d  M o n d e30 a nd  P lan  B e lg iq u e 81 a p p e a re d  
in 1935. These  works ,  encyc lopedic  in scope,  packed wi th  de­
tail ,  rep re se n t  t h e  s y s t é m a t i sa t i o n  to thei r  respec t ive  d a t e s  of 
all he ha d  t h o u g h t  a nd  studied .  In the ir  f ields they dea l t  a v o w ­
edly  wi th  «everyth ing».  Ot le t  fol lowed do cume nta t io n ,  for 
ex am p le ,  f rom the b e g i n n i n g  of w r i t i ng ,  t h r o u g h  th e  h is tory 
of  books  a n d  l ib r a r ie s  to «M cta -B ib l io gr ap hy» ,  and  into « t r a n s ­
ce n d e n t a l  reg ions» .  The  u l t im a te  form of do cu m en ta t i o n  he  n o w  
exp ressed  a s  «codificat ion».  Codi f icat ion cons is t ed  of « (1 )  
s a y i n g  t h i n g s  on ly  once;  a n d  (2) e x p r e s s i n g  th in g s  in t e r m s  
such  t h a t  the  ge ne ra l  idea precedes  the  p a r t i c u l a r  idea  a n d  is 
e le v a te d  to  the  r a n k  of pr inciples ,  no rm s ,  l aws ,  rules».32 He 
h a d  re tu r n e d  to  s om e  of the  ideas  f irst  exp re sse d  in « S u r  la 
s t r u c t u r e  des n o m b r e s  c lass i f ica teurs »  oí  1895/1896.33

The  e n u m e r a t i o n s  of M onde, p ro ceed in g  from the world 
of  th i ng s ,  t h r o u g h  those  of sp a c e  a n d  t ime,  c u l m i n a t e d  in « th e  
equ a t ion  for  the  wor ld»  in which the  f ir s t  t e rm  w a s  « the  wor ld  
in the u n i ty  of  i ts syn thes i s» ,  a n d  the o th e r  t e r m s  a nd  exp re s ­
s io n  of « the  e le m en ts  of  i ts  an a ly s i s » . 34 It w a s  exp la ined  thus.

The w orld  a p p ea rs  in th e  developm ent o l a  s in g le  g re a t equation  
w hose te rm s a re  expressed  in  th e  d eg ree  of d e ta il and  acco rd in g  to 
su b -c lassifica tio n s a s  a re  conven ien t, w hose term s are  expressed  w ith  
su ffic ien t conciseness in o rd e r th a t from  a s in g le  view  one  can  
p e rce iv e  and  m ed ita te  upon th e ir respec tive  connections.

T h e  W orld  =

1. T h in g s  (N a tu re
Man
Society
D iv in ity )

2 . Space
3. T im e

4 . T he Ego (K now ledge
P e e lin g
A ction )

5 .C re a tio n s  (S y n th esis  
H arm ony 
O rg a n isa tio n )

6 .  E xpress! on

7. The 
U nknow n 
and
M y ste ry

W  =  T ( N + M + S  +  D) 
S 
T

E ( K + f + a )  
C ( s + h + o )  
E

(X + Y )
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It is h a r d  not  to see  these  w o r k s  of  1934 and  1935 a s  a 
k ind of red u c tia  u d  a b su rd u m  of  O t l e t ’s  th ou gh t .  The  equa t io n  
in which  the  w o r ld  rece ived i ts u l t i m a te  «codi f ica t ion» w a s  a 
m a a n i n g l e s s  descr ip t ive  device.  O n  the  b as i s  of the  text  of 
M o n d e  ( t he  e qu a t ion  is in t roduced  a t  the  b e g i n n i n g  and  re ­
pea te d  at  the  end as  thoug h h a v i n g  been d e m o n s t r a te d )  Ot le t  
d i sc usse d  «wor ld soc iological  p red ic t ion»  a n d  pre se n te d  a for ­
m u l a  of  « f u n d a m e n t a l  soc io logica l  e lements» .  This  w a s  c o n ­
ta in e d  in an  appendix .  O th e r  appe nd ic es  se t  o u t  h i s  idea of 
th e  necess i ty  for  a Wor ld  P l a n  ( a g a i n  wi th  fo r m u la ) ,  a Wor ld  
C o n s t i tu t i o n ,  a descr ip t ion  of t h e  M u n d a n e u m  a n d  the  Wor ld
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City.  A brief e x a m in a t io n  of B e lg iu m ’s  p lace  in th e  W o r ld  
P l a n  w a s  the bas i s  for (he ful ler  s tu dy  of P la n  beige . The  
p ivotal  role  of  « d ocum ent a t i on »  in O t l e t ’s  t h o u g h t  ( for  i t  w a s  
the  po in t  f rom w hich  h is  sp e c u la t i o n s  a n d  e ss a y s  in in te r ­
n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a l w a y s  d epa r t ed  a n d  to  whi ch  the y  a l ­
w a y s  r e tu rn e d )  w a s  exp re sse d  v e r y  c lea r ly  in M o n d e . F o r  him 
it r e la te d  to «express ion»,  the  s ix th  te rm  of h i s  equat ion:

W ork —  book — book as in s tru m e n t o f hu m an  th o u g h t —  th o u g h t, th e  
essence of th e  h um an  b e in g  and  a lso  th e  in s tru m e n t o f a  m ilieu  w hich 
ex tends, e n la rg es , am plifies h u m an  b e ing . A s th e  w o rld  g o es now , on 
the lines o f h y p er-sep ara tism , th ere  w ill soon  be o n ly  d o cu m en ta tio n  
to  e stab lish  re g u la r  and  benevolen t c o n ta c t betw een m an.30

In h i s  d i s cuss i on  of d oc um ent a t io n ,  Ot le t  sh ow ed once  a g a i n  
t h a t  receptivi ty to  technologica l  inn ovat ion ,  a fo re sh a d o w in g  
of  fu tu re  inv ent ions ,  w hich  h ad  a l r e a d y  a p p e a re d  f rom t im e  
to t im e  in h i s  w r i t in g :

M an w ould  no  lo n g er need do cu m en tatio n  if he  w ere  to  becom e an  
om n isc ien t b e in g  like G od him self. A less u ltim a te  deg ree  w ould c rea te  
an  in s tru m e n ta tio n  a c tin g  acro ss d is tan c e  w hich w ould com bine a t  
the sam e tim e  rad io , x -ray s , c inem a and  m icroscopic p h o to g rap h y . 
All th e  th in g s  o f th e  U niverse, a n d  a ll those  of m an . w ould  be  
reg is te red  from  a fa r  a s  they w ere  produced . T h u s th e  m o v in g  im ag e  
of the w orld  w ould be estab lish ed  — i ts  m em ory, its  tru e  duplicate. 
A ny one  from  a fa r  w ould be ab le  to  read  the p assag e , expanded  o r  
lim ited to  th e  d esired  su b jec t, p ro jec ted  on h is  in d iv idua l screen. 
T hus, in h is  a rm ch air, a n y  one w o u ld  be  ab le  to  co n tem p la te  th e  w hole 
o f c rea tio n  o r  c e rta in  o f i ts  p a r ts .37

Though  Ot le t  sh ow ed  h imsel f  a s  so m e th in g  of a v i s io na ry  
w h o s e  v i s io ns  la ter ,  lo n g  a f te r  h i s  dea th ,  a s s u m e d  s om e  r e a l i ­
ty,  he  w a s  a l s o  a prod uc t  of h i s  t im es  a n d  pa r t i cu l a r ly  of  h i s  
posi t iv is t ic  ph i losophy of un iv e rs a l i s m .  In these  m a j o r  works ,  
the  T ra ite  a nd  M o n d e , the  f ru its  of  a l i fet ime’s  labour ,  t he re  
is implici t  a be lief  th a t  the m et hod  of  a n a l y s i s  a n d  the  p re ­
se n ta t i o n  of  m a te r i a l  which  they exhibi t  a r e  scientific,  t h a t  
«social  fac ts» c an  be isola ted,  se t  down and  re la ted ,  the reby  
pr o v id in g  a ba s i s  for t h e  der iva t ion  of a ra t iona l ,  n ecessary  
p la n  of wor ld  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and  ac t ion w hich  w ou ld  a d v a n c e  
the g e n e r a l  w e l fa re  of  H u m a n i t y .  « H u m a n i t y » ,  for Ot le t ,  w a s  
a u n i t a r y  concept ,  s o m e t h i n g  g r a s p a b l e  a nd  d i r ec tab le  as  a 
whole,  a n d  social  fac ts  and  la w s  w e re  ex pr es s ib le  in formulae .  
Th ese  formulae ,  however ,  w e re  no t  «scientif ic».  They  w e re  
pure ly descr ipt ive.  They  a l lowed no  predict ion  as  a form of 
deduced cons equ ence  f rom them. Th e  resul t ,  an  absenc e  of  
Iheory a nd  a v a s t  col locat ion of d iverse  obse rva t ions ,  is e x t r a ­
o r d in a r i l y  steri le.  Ot le t  p laced  a v a lu e  on  e n u m e ra t i o n  th a t  
w a s  an  exac t  c o r r e la te  of  h i s  belief  in a un iv e rs a l  c la ss i f i ca ­
t ion of knowledge .  H i s  w o r k  w a s  a ' p i l i n g  of in s t an ce  upon 
example ,  a n d  a carefu l  in t e g ra t i o n  a n d  c lass i f ica t ion  of da ta  
in s u p p o r t  of  a n u m b e r  of fai rly  pious,  gene ra l ,  p rescr ip t ive  
s ta te m e n ts .  O n e  m a n i f e s t a t io n  of h i s  «a tomis t ic»  a p p ro a c h  w a s
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his  use  of l a n g u a g e .  Ti t les  and  p a r t s  of  h i s  t ext  cons is t  of 
lon g  s t r i n g s  of  n o u n s  o r  no u n  ph rases ,  a r t i c les  of ten  omit ted,  
g ra m m a t i c a l  connec t io ns  s o m e t im es  unc lea r ,  jo i ned  (or  s e p a ­
r a t ed )  by semi-colons.  In t h e  text  the  s u b o rd in a t i o n  of s t r i n g s  
is s h o w n  by the  use of sec t ion  h e a d i n g s  careful ly  num be red  
to show the  re la t ion  of each  sect ion  — a c lass i f ic a tor y  device.

H i s  m e th od  of work,  h i s  em p h a s is  upon  a c e r ta in  k ind of 
ana ly t ica l  a p p ro a c h  to his  s tudies ,  his w id e  scholarsh ip ,  led to 
a fa sc in a t in g ,  logica l ly  co n s i s t en t  conc lus ion .  In  ear ly  midd le  
a g e  Ot le t  becam e  convinced  th a t  the  cease less ly  pro l i fe rat ing 
re su l t s  of h i s  lu cub ra t io ns  formed a whole,  t h a t  his  notes,  his 
index c a rd s ,  h i s  files, cons t i tu ted  un w r i t t e n  vo lumes .  They 
we re  d a t a  th a t  wi th  o rg a n i s a t i o n  imposed  by a c lass i f ica t ion  
scheme,  would  prove  all of  h i s  po in ts  a g a i n ,  a n d  a d d  to the 
body of tha t  which  he h a d  a l r e a d y  d e m o n s t r a t e d .  As  ea r ly  as 
1915 he w ro te  in his will

All o f m y p a p ers  w ill form  a m ass: (a ) m y s tu d y  m ate ria l w ill be 
for m y In s titu te s  w here  1 ask  th a t  a  friend proceed to  th e  so r tin g  and 
p u b lish in g  of those  th a t a re  still u sefu l; (b) m y u se less  business 
pap ers  w ill be  rem itted  to  m y b ro th ers ; (c) my p ersonal papers 
(le tte rs , m em oirs) will be preserved sealed  for tw en ty  y ears in the 
In s ti tu te  and  w ill be m ad e  av a ilab le  a f te r  th is  tim e w ithou t 
re stric tio n  to  any  one  a s  an  a rch iv e  of a m an  a n d  the tim es.“

In 1923, h a v i n g  cons idered  the  problem fur ther ,  he  w a s  more  
specific

I d esire  th a t all my pap ers , m an u scrip ts , notes, docum en ts sho u ld  be 
preserved  a f te r  m y death  as a w hole. They arc  those  w hich served  in 
th e  p re p ara tio n  of the P a la is  M ondial a n d  th a t  w hich should follow  it. 
th e  W orld C ity  and  the In te llec tu a l S yn th esis  for w hich I have w orked. 
T hose th a t  I hav e  been ab le  to  fin ish  a n d  publish  a re  o n ly  a sm all 
p a r t  of w h a t I hav e  conceived, p ro jec ted , s tu d ied , im ag ined . 1 hope 
th a t  th is w hole will rem ain  undiv ided  a s  it is und iv ided  in m y m ind, 
and  should  I no t h av e  th e  tim e to  g iv e  it th e  in te llec tu a l and  physical 
sh ap e  (d o cu m en ta ry ) th a t  I s till  p ro p o se  to  g ive  it, I hope th a t  my 
frien d s  w ill h onour m y m em ory  by  them selves b r in g in g  th is about. 
T h is d esire  is  fo rm ula ted  o n ly  in th e  conviction  th a t  m y life h a s  been 
one  and  th a t  liv in g  I w ould  h av e  been ab le  to  develop th e  w o rk  of 
th e  P. M . (sic) m uch m ore, dead I w ould  be ab le  to  co n tin u e  the 
w ork th ro u g h  these m an u scrip ts .39

This preoccupat ion  g r e w  g r e a t e r  as  t im e  e l apse d  a n d  w a s  
f requent ly  exp re sse d  in the  provi s io ns  of  the  wi l l s  t h a t  Ot le t  
r e g u la r ly  d r e w  up. It w a s  a s  though,  a s  a g e  adva nc ed  and  
m or ta l i t y  stood  a s  a kind of p r e senc e  at  h i s  elbow,  he became 
m o re  a n x io u s  to avoid  the  sacr i f ices they  w oul d  inevi tably 
exac t .  In 1932 he becam e  a f r a id  th a t  he  m ig h t  die before 
M onde  a nd  the  ideas  it con ta in e d  a pp ea red .  He  hegan ,  t h e r e ­
fore, to sp e c u la te  ab ou t  the cons t i tu t ion  of a l ega l  foundat ion  
to pr ese rve  the  des ired u n i ty  in the  p ap e r s  from which  M onde  
w a s  em erg i ng .  Th e  foundat ion  w oul d  h a v e  the  t a s k  of e n ­
c o u r a g i n g  the publ ica t ion  a n d  the  p r o p a g a n d i s i n g  of his ideas .40
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l n  1938 he wrote :
1. a ll m y pap ers , 1 rep ea t, form  a w hole.
2. . . .T h e y  a re  a  tru e  w o rk  in  w hich all th e  p a r ts  belong . They arc 
a  «M undus M undaneum * a n  in s tru m e n t conceived for know ledge  of 
th e  w orld , and  th e  estab lish m en t o f th e  M u n d an eu m
3. C onserve  m y  papers. Do th is  for them  — w h a t I w ould  have done. 
T hey a re  the h e a r t  of th e  M u ndaneum , i ts  sa n c tu a ry ; u n iv ersa l, s tu ­
died, an alysed  a n d  sy n th e tica l re a lity  a n d  th o u g h t. D on 't destroy  
them .“

In 1941 he m a d e  formal provis ions  for the c rea t i on  of a 
foundat i on  upon his  dea th  to be cal led « Ot le taneu m:  Found-  
a t io  P a u l  Ot le t  — C a to  V a n  Nede rhass e l t» .  The  foundat ion  w as  
to  have  th ree  goa ls :

1. to  receive and  p reserv e  m y pap ers , m y books, m y d o cu m en tation :
2. to  be  the leg a tee  of th e  goods m y w ife possesses;
3. to  w ork  in the sam e sense  a s  Í hav e  w orked a ll m y life w ith the 
help  o f my w ife  a n d  w hich I c an  su m m arise  in  th is one  w ord: 
M u ndaneum .42

The foun da t io n  w a s  to be adm in i s t e r e d  by a commiss ion  
co n s is t i n g  of his two faithful disciples,  G eo rg es  Lorphèvre  and  
A n d r é  Colet ,  a m e m b e r  of h i s  family,  e i t her  his son,  Marce l ,  
o r  his g r a n d s o n ,  J e a n ,  a nd  a m e m b e r  of his  wi fe ’s family.  
Of  Lorphèvre  a n d  Cole t  he wro te  mo v in gl y  of the i r  devot ion 
both  to h imsel f  a n d  to his  ideas,  and  of  h i s  decision to  m ak e  
th e m  his  executors .  «I h a v e  conf idence  t h a t  they,  a t  least»,  
he  wrote ,  « jo in in g  m e  in the w ors t  d a y s  w he n  they  t r u ly  had  
n o th in g  to hope for themselves,  will kn ow  how, '  will wish 
to, a n d  wil l  be able to do  all th a t  is desi rab le» .43 In 1942, he 

w e n t  a s tep  fu r ther  in d e sc r ib in g  w h a t  w a s  to be done  with 
h is  papers :

W hen I am  no m ore, m y  docu m en tary  in s tru m e n t  (m y papers) should 
b e  kept lo g e lh e r, and , in o rd e r th a t ' th e ir links should  becom e m ore 
ap p a re n t, sh o u ld  be so rted , fixed in successive o rd e r by  a consecu tive  
n u m b erin g  of all th e  c a rd s  (like  th e  p ag es of a book).44 "

In 1937 the  Ins t i t u t e  for  In te l lec tua l  Co-opera t ion  o r g a n i ­
sed  a  Wor l d  C o n g r e s s  for  Un iv er sa l  D ocu m en ta t i o n  in Par i s .  
This  w a s  an  e n o r m o u s  co n g r e s s  a t t end ed  by rep re se n t a t iv es  
of  g o v e r n m e n t s  as  well  a s  by those  in te res ted  in d o c u m e n t a ­
t ion in a m o re  pr iva te  capac i ty .  I t  w as ,  in fact,  the  f irst  l ime 
t h a t  such a la rge ,  in f luentia l  co n g r e s s  had  been held in the 
field s ince  the 11B conferences  of 1908 a n d  1910 a n d  those  
of  the U1A in 1910 and  1913. H e r e  Ot le t  and  La F o nt a in e  
c a m e  into much respect ful  p ra ise.  The i r  posi t ions  as  g r a n d  
old m en  of E u r o p e a n  do cum en ta t io n  were  c lear ly  a c k now ledg ­
ed. The  idea of a ITniversal Ne tw ork  or  S ys te m  for Docu­
m e n ta t i o n  w a s  ta ke n  up  a n d  the  I ID once  m o re  c h a n g e d  its 
n a m e  a n d  s t a t u t e s  to become the  I n te r n a t i o n a l  F ede ra t io n  for 
Docume nta t io n ,  in order  be t te r  to pr om ote  this. H e re  there 
w a s  m uc h  ta lk  of H. G. W e l l s ’ idea of a W or ld  Bra in ,  a new
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P au l O tle t a t the W orld  C o n g re ss  o f U n iv ersa l D ocum en tation  
P a ris ,  A u g u st 1937

form of the encyc lopedia,  an  idea which ,  in a different  form,  
O t le t  ha d  been w r i t i n g  abou t  for decades.  H e r e  Ot le t  m e t  
Wells and  m a d e  «m agn i f ic en t  improvi sa t io ns» .45

B ra d fo rd  r e g a r d e d  the Wor ld C o n g r e s s  of Un iv er sa l  
Docum en ta t io n  as  th e  cu lm ina t i on  of a r ival  scheme.  J e a n  
G é r a r d ,  he  a sse r te d ,  had induced the  In te rn a t i o n a l  Ins t i tu te  
of  Inte l lectual  Co-ope ra t io n  to  cal l  th e  C o n g r e s s  wi th  the  
v iew to s e t t i n g  up a new  Ins t i tu te  for D ocu m en ta t i o n  in 
Pa r i s .  G é r a r d  ha d  powerful  su ppor t  a n d  for Br adf o rd  there  
w a s  «no doubt  th e  pro jec t  w ou ld  h a v e  been achieved,  h ad
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not  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ins t i t u t e  [for Bib l iography]  m e a n w h i l e  
g ro w n  up».  The  mobi l i sa t ion  of  forces wi th in  t h e  In s t i t u t e ’s 
n a t i o n a l  sec t ions  a n d  m uch  a r d u o u s  work  a t  the  C o n g r e s s  
i tself were  nec e s sa ry  to avoid defeat .  «At eve ry  meet ing» .  
B rad for d  repor t s ,  « r eso lu t ions  w e re  proposed  in favour  of 
IGérard 's ]  p l an»  an d  «a t  f irst  the m e m b e r s  of  th e  Ins t i tu te  
were ,  every  t ime,  ou tvoted» .  E v en tu a l ly ,  however ,  «knowledge ,  
exper ience  a n d  log ic  m a d e  the ir  mark» ,  a n d  wi t h  a c h a n g e  
in n a m e  which  e m p h a s i s e d  the decent ra l i s ed  «federal ised»  
n a t u r e  of  the  o rg a n i s a t i o n ,  the  C o n g r e s s  vo ted to su pp or t  it 
a nd  not  p roceed wi th  G e r a r d ’s  p r o p o s a l . 16

Ot let ,  however,  did not  s h a r e  B ra d fo rd ' s  v iew of the 
Co ng res s .  Me w a s  p l ea se d  th a t  it recogn ise d  the  need  for  a 
Un iv er sa l  Ne twork  for D o cum ent a t i on  a n d  s a w  thi s  aspec t  of 
its w o rk  a s  r e c a p i t u l a t i n g  h i s  o w n  ideas.

II is  indeed  p a rad o x ica l th a t lib ra rie s  and  arch ival rep o sito ries  p reserv e  
la rg e  m asse s of d o cu m en ts  w ith o u t h a v in g  the resources to  cata log , 
a n a ly se  and  c ircu la te  them ; that offices and serv ices o f D ocum entation  
estab lish  v as t rep erto ries  w ith o u t pow er o f them selves d isp o sin g  of 
(ac tu a l) w o rks; th a t  learned  a n d  ad m in istra tiv e  bod ies  pub lish  them 
w ith o u t full co -o rd in a tio n  or c a re  for th e ir u tilisa tio n ; th a t p rovincial 
w o rk ers  in  a ll co u n trie s  a re  deprived  of the m ean s of s tudy . The 
U n iv ersa l N etw ork  of D ocum entation  is  called  on  to  o rg a n ise  tile 
liason of these  re se rv o irs  and  rep erto ries, o f p rod u cers  a n d  users. 
The u ltim a te  g o a l is to  rea lise  th e  W orld  E ncycloped ia  acco rd in g  to  
the needs o f th e  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry .47

The m o st  im p o r t a n t  resu l t  of  the  C o n g r e s s  for h im w as  
i ts d e m a n d  to know the  i n ten t i ons  of the ne w Be lg ia n  Cabine t  
to the P a l a i s  Mondia l .  H e  in te rpre ted  the C o n g r e s s ’s de l iber ­
a t io ns  as  «pos ing  imper ious ly the ques t ion  of a Cent ra l  
H e a d q u a r t e r s .  C a n  Belg ium»,  he asked,  «conlinue  to be  the 
H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  o r  m u s t  o th e r  s t ep s  be tak en ?»  H e  recounted  
the  fact s  of  the  ab s e n c e  of official Be lg ian  re p re se n t a t io n  at 
the  Co ng res s ,  and  the «pa infu l  du ty»  imposed  upon him of 
h a v i n g  to expla in  « the a t t i t u d e  of the  G o v e r n m e n t  bru ta l ly  
c lo s in g  the  P a l a i s  Mondia l  in 1934». H e  expressed  a fear  of 
the  G e r m a n  inf luence  a t  the  C o n g r e s s — 18 de le g a te s  d irected 
by a «Füh re r» .58 No wor ld  g a t h e r i n g  could be w i th ou t  poli t­
ical over tones ,  he observed,  a n d  every  a t t e m p t  shoudl  be m a d e  
to m a in ta in  t h e  in c rea s i ng ly  te n u o u s  co n tac t s  be tween  na t ions .  
Wi th  the Br i t i sh  Emp ire ,  the P a n - A m e r ic a n  Union .  Russia,  
Asia a n d  a Fasc is t  bloc in Europe ,  the wor ld  w a s  th r ea te ne d  
by d i s in teg ra t i on .  In E ur ope  te ns ions  had  g ro w n  to  such  a 
po in t  t h a t  «E u ro p e  is no m o re  than  a word».  T hese  o b s e r v a ­
t ions  se rved  to h ig h l ig h t  for  him the  need  to reopen  the 
P a l a i s  Mondia l  wi th  th e  u t m o s t  d ispa tch .  It w a s  u r g e n t  th a t  
the  Be lg ian  g o v e r n m e n t  should  m ake  i ts  a t t i t u d e  clear .  The 
th ree  y e a r s  of c losure,  of  ba t t l e s  to se c u re  the  P a la i s  
M o n d i a l ’s  future,  were,  lie c la imed,  a lso th ree  ye a r s  of  p r e p a ­
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ra t io n ,  a n d  the Belg ian  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  to decide e i ther  to 
a b a n d o n  the  P a l a i s  M o n d ia l  to  a m o r e  ho sp i ta b le  count ry ,  
o r  open  it a g a i n  a n d  s u p p o r t  it.49

Otlet ,  b l in de d  by th e  in tens i ty  of his  purpose,  e x a g g e r a t e d  
th e  in te res t  of  the W or ld  C o n g r e s s  in th e  P a l a i s  Mondia l .  But  
h is  v i e w  of th e  wo r ld  pol i t ics  of  the  t ime  w a s  percept ive  a nd  
ang u is h ed .  The  g o v e r n m e n t  m a y  have  been inf luenced  by the  
fac t  of the  C o n g r e s s ’s ex p re ss i ons  of es teem for O t l e t  and  
La  F o n t a i n e  to offer  the P a l a i s  Mondia l  a l te rn a t iv e  q u a r t e r s  
in the P a l a i s  du C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  late in 1938, bu t  by then  it 
w a s  too late.  O t le t ' s  belief in the eff icacy of th e  P a l a i s  M ondia l  
a n d  all it s tood  for in h e lp in g  to pr o m o te  peace  a n d  u n d e r s t a n ­
d ing ,  r e m a in e d  s te a d fa s t  a s  he  obser ved  d e ve lo pm en ts  in 
E u r o p e a n  poli t ical  s i tua t ion .  H e  exp re sse d  th is  v iew  most  
c le a r ly  in a le t ter  to Donker  Duyv is  in 1936:

H itle r  h a s  becom e «well know n»  in  H o llan d  and  B elg ium . W ar or 
P eace ; a n  equal and  ju s t  peace; econom ic, and  social a n d  in te llec tu a l

E cace; . . .  once m o re . . .  tile  c o n fro n ta tio n s  of opposing , re p u g n an t, 
e s tia l a l t e r n a t iv e s . . .  w hich go on  a g a in  . . .  a n d  a g a i n . . .  a n d  a g a in . 

T herefore  from  th e  C . D. (sic) to  D ocum en tation ; from  D ocum en tation  
to  the o rg a n isa tio n  of in te llec tu a l w ork; from  in te llectua l w ork  to 
U niversal C iv ilisa tion . T herefore  to  rea lise  them , th a t w hich is n e ­
cessary , com m issions and  in s titu tio n s , and  the b ib lio g rap h ic  reperto ry , 
and  the M undaneum ; and  th e  W orld C o n situ tio n , and  th e  new  L eague 
of N a tions; and  the W orld C ity .50

A  L A ST  C R IS IS

The  M u n d a n e u m  r e m a in e d  closed,  c rowded,  i ts  m a te r ia l s  
g a t h e r i n g  dus t ,  m ou ld e r in g ,  use less .  D u r i n g  these  la s t  yea rs  
O t le t  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  become inc reas ing ly  int rospect ive .  I le 
r e tu rn ed  to a form of th a t  se l f -communion  which produ ced  his 
youthfu l  diary.  O n e  c an  im a g in e  h im  hu n ch ed  ove r  his desk,  
s u r r o u n d e d  by  peri lously b a la n c e d  m o u n t a i n s  of  documents ,  
c a rd s ,  books a nd  pape rs ,  d r a w i n g  before  h im some shee ts  of 
p a p e r  to no t e  do w n the  t h o u g h t s  th a t  c a m e  as  he conte m pl a te d  
his life. In 1938 a l it t le m ore  t h a n  a w eek  before h i s  b i r th da y  
he  ref lected th a t  soon  he w ou ld  be seventy,  a nd  La F o n ta in e  
eighty- four .  H e  had  done,  he thought ,  all he could to ensu re  
the  fu t ure  of  the ir  work  a l t h o u g h  his  h ad  been essen t ia l l y  
a lonely, i so la ted posi t ion d u r i n g  all those y e a r s  in which  
he Tia d deve loped th e  P a l a i s  ATondial. H is  th o u g h ts  tu rn e d  
to  C a to ,  h i s  wife,  one  of the few w ho  h ad  stood bes ide  h im 
u n w a v e r i n g l y :

C ato , m y wife, lia s  been ab so lu te ly  devo ted  to  m y  w ork . H er sa v in g s  
a n d  jew els  te s tify  to  it; he r in v ad ed  house  tes tify  to  it; he r co llab o ­
ra tio n  tes tifies  to  it; he r w ish  to  see  it fin ished a f te r  m e tes tifies  to  it; 
h e r  m odest l ittle  fo rtu n e  h a s  served  for th e  co n stitu tio n  o f my w ork 
a n d  of m y  th o u g h t.
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A s  he ref lected fur ther ,  he k new  tha t ,  de sp i te  his u n f a v o u r a b l e  
t r e a t m e n t  in Be lg i um ,  th e  c o u n t ry  of  h i s  b i r th  a n d  t h a t  of h i s  
fami ly,  he  m u s t  c on t i nue  to s t r u g g l e  to t r y  to ach ieve  secur i ty  
for his life’s  w o rk  thoug h the news  in the wor ld  w a s  d es ­
pe ra te ly  b ad  («Hi t le r  is in V ie n n a » ) .  H e  ha d  s o m e  e n c o u r a g e ­
m e n t  when  a t  l a s t  he rece ived a p ro mise  t h a t  the P a l a i s  
M o n d ia l  w ou ld  be re -opened .51

In the  e v e n i n g  a week  a f te r  these  t h o u g h t s  had  been 
recorded,  a few hours  before his b i r thd ay ,  he looked b a c k  
ac ross  th e  m a n y  y e a r s  of  h i s  life once  a g a i n  a n d  t h o u g h t  
«S uch  a lo n g  life... w h a t  h a v e  I d o n e  in it? Wi th  w h a t  have  
m y  h a n d s  been full a n d  wi th  w h a t  h a v e  they  been empty?»  
As he peered  d ow n  the years ,  he mu sed  ab out  « the  na tur e’ of 
a m an » ,  and  upon his ow n b e g in n in g s .  F i r s t  c a m e  bir th,  the n  
the  de a th  of his m o th e r  a nd  the  fami ly ’s  removal  to P a r i s .  
A n d  then  F e r n a n d e .  U pon th i s  per iod  his m e m o r y  touched 
gently,  l ight ly ,  w a n d e re d ,  l ingered .  They  w e re  «y e a r s  of  a 
ve g e t a b le  life» l ived wi t h  «sheep a nd  go a ts »  bu t  wi th  some 
few a n d  fai thful  f riends,  too. H e  reca l led  a n  incident  invol ­
v in g  his father .  T h ey  w e re  d in in g  toge ther ,  a nd ,  e n r a g e d  at  
O t l e t ’s « p ig h e a d e d n e s s »  abou t  s om e  s u g a r  «1 saw»,  he 
reca lled ,  «to m y  s tup i f ica t ion ,  m y  f a the r  hurl  an  e m p ty  coffee- 
cup to the  floor n e a r  s om e people».. .  a n d  the re  h ad  been a 
ball  g iven  by his father. . .  a n d  the  « t r a n s f o r m a t io n  in F e r n a n d e  
who  b e c a m e  qui te  c h a n g e d » .52

La te r  in the  y e a r  C a t o  lost pa t ience  wi th  O t l e t ’s  p ro t r ac t ed  
fa i l ing  a t t e m p t s  io res tore the  M u n d a n e u m .  « C a to  h a s  opened  
m y  eyes»,  he  sa id.  She  h ad  m a d e  h im face up  to the  fact  
tha t  his  op t im is m  ab ou t  the fu tu re  of  his ins t i tu tes  w a s  th o ro u ­
g h ly  i l l-founded.  B u t  he w a s  m o re  concerned ,  m ore  a l a r m e n  
abo ut  w h a t  sh e  h ad  sa id  about  herself .  «I m a k e  C a t o  suffer»,, 
he wrote ,  «who h a s  been the  on ly  per son  w h o  h as  rea l ly  
loved me, a n d  h a s  proved it cont inuous ly» .  H e  decided  t h a t

th e  p ro lo n g a tio n , th e  c o n tin u a tio n  is im possib le. I c an n o t ask  he r to 
exceed the’ lim its o f good w ill, i hav e  im posed a n  u n b earab le  life on 
he r for to o  long , fo r she  h as had to  look fo rw ard  to  a conclusion  
ab o u t w hich she has becom e scep tica l because  sh e  has su ffe red  too 
m u c h . . .  (she  h a s )  becom e in d iffe ren t to  th e  w o rk , to  m y w ork.

C a to  h ad  de l ivered an  u l t i m a tu m ,  a n d  once  more,  Otlet ,  now 
at  the  e nd  of h i s  life, l aced  the  s a m e  k ind of p er so na l  confl ict  
over  which  he h ad  a go n is ed  a s  a y o u n g  m a n .  Th e  resolut ion,  
however ,  c a m e  m o re  easi ly.  « C an  I d e m a n d  a  con t in ua t io n? »  
he asked  h imself ,  and  a n s w e r e d  u n h es i ta t in g l y ,  «No!»  At 
seven ty  y e a r s  of a g e  he w a s  in the  c lass ica l  p r e d i c a m e n t  of 
b e i n g  torn be tween  love arid du ty.  «I do n o t  w a n t  her  to 
suf fe r  n o r  to m ake  the work  suffer .» H e  recogn ised  the  d i lemma  
himse lf .  «To choose  be tween  tw o  loves,  tw o  dut ies.  I do no t  
k no w  how  to un i t e  th e m  in o ne  sen t im ent .»  U pon j u s t  t h i s
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tho ugh t  h a d  he  dw e l t  ove r  fifty y e a r s  before a s  a y o u n g  m a n  
in a t ra in ,  t r a v e l l i n g  to  visi t  a «p r in ces se  lo in t a ine»  in Munich .  
H i s  choice h a d  to be C a to  for «she is a l iv ing  rea l i ty  and  
s h e  is for  m e  the  h i ghes t  concre te  re pr e se n ta t io n  of  H u m a n i ty  
w hic h  in m y  work  is a n  abs t r ac t io n .  To m ake  a l iv ing  and  
loved b e i n g  suf fe r  for an  ideal  and  p ro ble ma t ic a l  be ing .  No.» 
In  p rac t ic a l  t e r m s  he dec ided  to pu t  C a to  f irst  a n d  do much 
less for  his w o rk  t h o u g h  he  con t in ue d  to hope for  the  long-  
expec ted  mirac le .53

The  m ir a c le  did not  occur.  The  g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t e d  Otle '  
new q u a r t e r s  a n d  r e su m ed  them a t  once for W ar .  Upon the 
G e r m a n  occupa t io n  of B rus se l s  the  P a l a i s  du  C i n q u a n t e n a i r e  
w a s  requis i t ioned  for en e m y  t roops .  Ot le t  s o u g h t  permiss ion  
f rom the  Vi l le  de Bruxe l les  to  take  over a n  old U ni ve r s i t y  
bu i l d in g  n e a r  the  P a r c  Leopold.  H e  was  g r a n t e d  th e  use  of 
thi s  bu i ld in g  and  moved  all the  co llect ions of the Pa la i s  
M o n d ia l  thi ther ,  th oug h not  before th e  G e r m a n s  ha d  des t royed  
s ix ty- thrce  ton s  of  per iodical  pub l ica t ions .  Af ter  the move,  
a s  Lorphèvre  wry ly  re m ark ed ,  « the s i t ua t io n  w a s  no bet ter ;  
no  subsidy,  no  B e lg ia n  or  foreign do n a t i o n s  and. . .  no  hea t».54 
Ot le t  a n d  his  a ss i s ta n ts ,  however,  c re a te d  some so r t  of o r de r  
in the  col lec t ions  in the n e w  bui ld ing ,  at  once  ca l led the 
M u n d a n e u m ,  a s  it is s t i l l  to-day.

There ,  in the  las t  few, s o m b r e  ye a r s  of h i s  life, Ot le t  
worked ,  con sc ious  of the  b lack  s h a d o w  of W a r  a n d  a m a d  
d e m a g o g u e ,  a n d  careful  of his du ty  to Cato .  But  he did work,  
and  in the  very  y e a r  of his  d e a t h  g a v e  at  the new M u n d a n e u m  
the  twel f th  sess ion  of a week- long  C o u r s e  on D ocu m en ta t i o n  
which he h a d  devised .55 in 1943 La  F o nt a in e ,  a m a n  r ich in 
e igh ty-n ine  work- fi l led,  useful years,  died. The  loss to Otlet  
w a s  enormous ,  for even t h ough  in the ir  l a te r  yea r s  they  worked  
very  l it t le toge ther ,  they  kept  c o n s t a n t l y  in touch,  s p e a k i n g  
for hou rs  to g e th e r  on the  te lephone.50 A y e a r  la te r  on  the  10th 
December  1944, h a v i n g  worked  w i t h  L orphèv re  t h a t  day  unt i l  
seven  in the  evening ,  O t l e t  died.
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s t i tu t  des S c iences Soc ia les. B ru xelles: a u  s iège  de l 'In s t i tu t ,  1898. 
pp. 34— 38.
«E xam en du p ro je t de  la  S o c ié té  R o y a le  d e  L o n d res c o n ce rn an t le  C a ta lo ­
gue  In te rn a tio n a l des S c ie n c e s .. .» ,  I IB  B u lle tin , IV (1899), 5— 51.
«La S ta tis tiq u e  in te rn a tio n a le  des im prim és», I IB  B u lle tin , V  (1900), 
109— 121.

«La T echnique e t l’a v en ir  du  périod ique» , I IB  B u lle tin ,  V I (1901), 179— 185. 
«U n D ocum ent d ’a r t  a llem and» , A r t  M oderne, 4 A u g u s t. 1901, 259—261. 
«C om m ent c la sse r  les p ièces e t  d o cu m en ts  des soc ié tés industrie lles» . 
I IB  B u lle tin , VI (1901), 85— 125.

(A lso P ublished  se p a ra te ly  u n d e r  th e  sam e tit le  in  M arch  1901 by  
l'A u x ilia ire  B ib liographique . B ruxelles in  V O kygraphie, and  in  1902 as 
P ub lica tio n  No. 2 o f th e  C om ité d 'E tu d e  des T rav au x  d 'A dm in istra - 
tion . B ru xelles).

« L 'Im p o rtan ce  e t  le rô le  des périodiques» . B u lle tin  d e  l ’U nion  d e  la P resse  
P ériod ique B e lg e . J a n u a ry ,  1901, 10— 12.
«Le C a ta lo g u e  In te rn a tio n a l de la  L itté ra tu re  Scientifique», I I B  B u lle tin ,  
V II (1902), 203— 209.
«Les Sciences b ib liog raph iques e t la  docum en tation» , I IB  B u lle tin ,  V III 
(1903), 121— 147.

P . O. «L 'Iconothéquc  bo tan ique» . I IB  B u lle tin , IX (1904), 110— 112.
«S u r la c réa tio n  d 'u n  ré p e rto ire  des a rtic le s  de  la  p resse  quo tid ienne» , 
I IB  B u lle tin , IX (1904), 306—311.
«U n C o n g rès de  la p resse  périodique», B u lle tin  d e  l ’U nion  d e  la P resse  
P ériod ique  B elge, Ju ly , 1905, 3 —5.
L ’O ffice  In tern a tio n a l d e  B ib liographie, B ruxelles: Le M o u vem en t S c ie n ti­
fiq u e  en  B elg ique, 1830— 1905, (1906). 22 pp,
«L’O rg a n isa tio n  ra tio n n e lle  de  l 'in fo rm atio n  e t de  do cu m en tatio n  en 
m atiè re  économ ique: exam en  d es m oyens d 'a s su re r  aux serv ices de 
ren se ig n em en ts  d e s  m usées co lo n iau x  e t  com m erciaux in d ép en d an ts  
une  p lus g ra n d e  u tilité  au  p o in t de  vue  de l'ex p an sio n  m ondiale. R ap ­
port p ré sen té  au  C o n g rè s  In te rn a tio n a l d’E xpansion  M ond ia le  réuni 
à M o n s les 24— 28 sep tem bre, 1905», I IB  B u lle tin , X (1905). 6— 48. 
(A lso  published a s  IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 69).
«L 'Im p ress io n  d irecte  su r  fiche». A n n a le s  d e  l ’Im prim erie , IV  (1905), 
141— 145.
U n M u sée  du  L iv re  à B ruxelles:  p ro je t de  co n stitu tio n  d ’une  société  a y an t

fo ur o b jet la  c réa tio n  du  M usée. P ub lica tio n  No. 2; B ruxelles: M usée du 
ivre, 1905 10 pp.
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G oldschm id t. R obert and  O tle t, P au l. S u r  u n e  fo rm e  n o uvelle  d u  livre: le  
liv re  m icrophotographique. P ub lica tio n  No. 81; B ruxelles: IIB , 1906. 11 pp. 

(A lso  pub lished  in  Jo u rn a l d e s  B reve ts , 1 J a n u a ry  1907 and  in  e x t­
ra c ts  in  P hotorevue, 6  J a n u a ry  1907).

L es A sp e c ts  d u  Livre: conférence in a u g u ra le  de l ’E xposition  du L iv re  B el­
g e  d 'A rt e t  d e  L itté ra tu re , o rg a n isée  à O s ten d e  p a r  le M usée du  Livre, 
14 Ju ly  1906. P ub lica tio n  No. 8; B ruxelles: M usée du  L ivre, 1906. 20 pp. 

«L es A m is d es liv res» , B u lle tin  M en su e l d e  la  F édéra tion  P o st-Sco la ire  
d e  S a in t-G illes , J a n u a ry  1906, 174— 176,
«La D o cum en tation  p a r  la pho to g rap h ie» , Le M a tin  d e  B ru xelles , 2 N ovem ­
ber 1906.
«S u r le  liv re  e t l 'il lu s tra tio n : a v an t-lire  de  ca ta lo g u e» , C a ta logue  de  l 'E x p o ­
s itio n  In tern a tio n a le  d e  P h o togravure. B ruxclls: C ercle  d 'E tu d e s  T y p o g ra ­
ph iques, 1906. pp . 7— 20.
O rg a n isa tio n  ra tio n n elle  d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n  p o u r l'é tu d e  d e s  rég io n s pola i­
res: ra p p o rt p ré sen té  au  nom  d e  l 'I IB  au  C o n g rès  In te rn a tio n a l p o u r l 'E tu d e  
des R egions P o la ire s . P u b lica tio n  No. 79; B ruxelles: IIB , 1906. 11 pp. 
O tle t, P a u l and  V andeveld , E rn es t. La R éfo rm e  d e s  b ib liographies n a tiona les  
e t leur u tilisa tio n  pour la b ib liographie  universelle: rap p o rt p résen té  a u  
V e C o n g rè s  In te rn a tio n a l d e s  E d iteu rs , M ilan , 1906. I IB  P u b lica tio n  No. 77. 
B ruxelles: IIB  and  l 'A d m in is tra tio n  de la  B ib liograph ie  d e  B elg ique, 1906.
8 pp.
L 'E ta t actuel de  l'o rgan isa tion  b ib liographique  in terna tionale . P ub lica tio n  
No. 75; B ruxelles: IIB , 1906. 33 pp.
«Le L ivre e t l 'il lu s tra tio n » , A n n a le s  d e  1‘lm p rim erie , V  (1906), 35—37. 
L 'O rg a n isa tio n  d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n  en  m a tière  technique  e t  industrie lle . 
P u b lica tio n  No. 73; B ruxelles: IIB , 1906. 6 pp.
«D e quelques ap p licatio n s non  b ib lio g rap h iq u es d e  la  C lassifica tion  D éci­
m ale» , I IB  B u lle tin , XI (1906), 92—99.
L e  P ro g ra m m e d u  M in is tère  des S c ien ces e t des A rts:  rap p o rt p ré lim in a ire  
aux  d iscu ssio n s, p ré sen té  à la L ibre A cadém ie de  B elg ique en  sa  séan ce  
d u  16 m ai, 1907. B ruxelles: E d itio n s d e  la  B elg ique  A rtis tiq u e  e t L itté ra ire , 
1907. 31 pp.
(P au l O tle t) , E d ouard  O tlet. (B ruxelles: Les P re sse s  l 'O scar L am b erty . 
1907|. |8] pp.
«Sur une  nouvelle  form e du  L ivre», I IB  B u lle tin , X II  (1907), 61—69.
«Les N ouveaux types de revue: la  revue  d o cu m en ta ire , la  rev u e  in te rn a ­
tionale» , A c te s  du 3- C ongrès de la  P resse  P ériod ique B e lg e . 1907, 73—79. 
« L 'In a u g u ra tio n  de  la M aison  du L ivre: d isco u rs  d ’o u v ertu re» . A rt M oderne, 
27 J a n u a ry  1907, 26—28; 10 F eb ru a ry  1907, 43—44; 17 F eb ru ary  1907, 
50—51.
«B ruxelles, la  cap ita le  du  m onde». C ourrier d e  la  C onférence d e  la  P a ix , 
13 O c to b er 1907, 2 - 3 .
«Q ueslion  du  jour: le livre*, L 'indépendencc , 2 S ep tem ber 1907.
«R ap p o rt de  I assem blée g én éra le  de  l’U nion  de la  P re sse  P ériod ique Belge. 
17 F eb ru ary , 1907», B u lle tin  d e  l'U n ion  d e  la  P resse  P ériod ique B elge. 
.March—A pril, 1907, 5 3 - 5 9 .
«La C on co rd an ce  e n tre  les c la ss ifica tio n s b ib liog raph iques: n o te  p ré ­
se n tée  à  la  C o n fé ren ce  In te rn a tio n a le  d e  B ib lio g rap h ie  e t  d e  D ocum en­
ta tio n , 1908», I IB  B u lle tin . X III (1908), 3 3 7 -3 4 8 .
La F onction  e t  le s  tra n sfo rm a tio n s  d u  livre: resum é de la  conférence 
fa ite  à la M aison  du  L ivre, 14 novem bre, 1908, P u b lica tio n  No. I l ;  B ruxel­
les: M usée du  L ivre, 1908. 15 pp.
«A la  B iblio thèque Royale, Chez M . P a u l O tle t» , La C hronique. 16 N ovem ­
b er 1908.
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«Au feu», La C hronique. 9 Sep tem bre 1908.
La Loi d 'am plia tion  e t l'in tern a tio n a lism e . B ruxelles: Im prim erie  P o llcu n is  
e t C eutcrick , 1908. 34 pp.
«La D o cum en tation  e n  m atiè re  ad m in is tra tiv e» , I I B  B u lle tin ,  X I I I  (1 9 0 8 ). 
342— 348.

(A lso  published in  A ctes  d e  la  C onférence In tern a tio n a le  de  B ib lio ­
gra p h ie  e t  d e  D ocum en ta tion . B ru xe lles , 10 e t  I I  fu llle t, 1908. P u b li­
ca tio n  No. 98; B ruxelles: IIB . 1908. pp. 147— 154, a n d  in La R ev u e  
C o m m u n a le  d e  B elg ique, N ovem ber 1908, 339— 344).

L a F o n ta in e , H en ri a n d  O tle t ,  P a u l , « L 'E ta t a c tu e l d e s  q u estio n s  b ib liog ­
rap h iq u es e t  l 'o rg a n isa tio n  in te rn a tio n a le  de  la  d o cum en tation» , I I B  B u lle ­
tin . X III (1908), 165— 191.

(A lso  pub lished in / le le s  de la C o n fé ren c e . . .  1908, pp. 159—484). 
C onférence In tern a tio n a le  d e  B ib liographie  e t  d e  D o cu m en ta tio n : E x tra it  
du M ou vem en t Soc io lo g iq u e  In tern a tio n a l. B ruxelles: Im prim erie  P o llcu n is  
e t  C eu terick , 1908. 34 pp.
« L 'O rg a n isa tio n  in te rn a tio n a le  e t  les a sso c ia tio n s  in te rn a tio n a le s» , A n n u a ire  
d e  la V ie In tern a tio n a le , 1908— 1909. 2° série , V. I; B ruxelles: O ffice C e n t­
ra l  d es In s titu tio n s , 1909. pp. 29— 166,
(O tle t, P a u l) .  «Le G uide  des a u to d id a c te s : u n e  o euvre  po lo n aise  d 'e n se ig n e ­
m en t p a r  le liv re» , I IB  B u lle tin , X IV  (1909), 57—68.
«L’O rg a n isa tio n  de  la  v ie in te rn a tio n ale» , La V ie In te llec tu e lle ,  IV  (1909). 
208—219.
«Le M u sée  d u  L iv re  e t  la  M aison  du  L ivre», L a  L ibrarie, 15 N ovem ber 
1909.
« L 'O rg an isa tio n  in te rn a tio n a le  e t  les m usées». A c te s  d u  C ongrès M o nd ia l  
d e s  A sso c ia tio n s  In tern a tio n a les , B ru xe lle s . 1910. P u b lica tio n  No. 2 a ; B ru ­
x elles: O ffice  C e n tra l d es A ssocia tions In te rn a tio n a le s . 1913. pp. 1207— 1211. 
Le M u sée  In te rn a tio n a l e t  le s  sc iences géographiques. E x tra it  du  B u lle tin  
de la S o c ié té  B elg e  d e  G éographie. B ruxelles: Im prim erie  Alex B erquem an , 
1911. 6  pp.

R a p p o rt p ré se n té  à  l 'I n s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d 'A g ricu ltu re .  Rome: Im prim e­
rie  de l 'In s t i tu t ,  1911. 30  pp.
«L 'A venir du  liv re  e t  d e  la b ib liograph ie» , I IB  B u lle tin , XVI (1911),
2 7 5 -2 9 6 .

(A lso  published  se p a ra te ly  a s  IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 117).
L a F o n ta in e , H enri a n d  O tlet, P au l. «La V ie in te rn a tio n a le  e t l’e ffo rt p o u r 
so n  o rg a n isa tio n » , La V ie  In tern a tio n a le ,  I (1912), 9—34.
Le M usée In te rn a tio n a l e t  l'ense ig n em en t. Pub lica tion  No. 61; B ruxelles: 
O ffice C e n tra l des A ssocia tions In te rn a tio n a le s . 1913. 11 pp.
«Le L ivre d a n s  le s  sciences: conférence fa ite  à  la M aison  du L ivre», M u sée  
d u  Livre , F asc . 25—26, 1913, 379—389.
L a  F o n ta in e , H en ri a n d  O tle t, P a u l. «La D euxièm e se ss io n  d u  C o n g rè s  M o n ­
dial» , La Vie In tern a tio n a le ,  U I (1913), 489—524.

(A iso  published se p a ra te ly  a s  C om pte-rendu  so m m a ire  du  C ongrès
M ondia l d es A sso c ia tio n s In tern a tio n a les de tu deu x ièm e  se ss io n „
G and— B ru xelles , 15— 18 ju in , 1913. B ruxelles: U l A, 1913. 40 pp .).

« L 'O rg an isa tio n  de la d o cu m en ta tio n  a d m in is tra tiv e : ra p p o rt p résen té  au  
p rem ier C o n g rè s  In te rn a tio n a l des V illes, G and , 1913», I I B  B u lle tin ,
XIX (1914), 44— 51.

(A lso  published a s  IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 125).
«C om m ent o n t g ran d i d es v illes am érica ines»  L 'E xp a n sio n  B elge  VU 
(1914), 3— 12.
L 'O rg a n isa tio n  in te rn a tio n a le  d e  la science: tro is  conférences do n n ées à la  
F a c u lté  In te rn a tio n a le  de  P éd o lo g ie  en  m ars  1914; n o tes  recueillies p a r  L.
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Jaco b , é tu d ia n t à la  F acu lté . E x tra it  de  la  R evu e  P s y c h o lo g iq u e ...  B ruxel­
les: Im prim erie  R ossel e t F ils , 1914. 16 pp.

« S u r le tim bre-poste» . C a ta lo g u e  d e  l'exp o sitio n  in te rn a tio n a le  d u  tim bre-
p o s te  m oderne. B ru xelles: M usée du  L ivre, 1914. pp. 3—>16.

B. W ARTIM E

L a  F in  d e  la  g u erre : t r a i té  de  p a ix  g é n é ra l b a sé  s u r  u n e  ch a rte  m ond ia le  
d é c la ra n t le s  d ro its  de l 'h u m a n ité  e t o rg a n is a n t la co n féd éra tio n  des é ta ts :
e x tra it  d e  La Vie In tern a tio n a le ,  n u m éro  de  la  g u e rre   P ub lica tio n
No. 86; B ruxelles: UIA , O ctober 1914. 159 pp.
«La Su p resió n  de la G u e rra  p a r  la  C onfederación  M undial de Ios E s ta ­
dos», B o le tín  M en su e l d e  M usee S o c ia l A rg e n tin o , IV (1915), 153— 179. 

(A  n o te  ack n o w led g es th is  a s  « e x trac to  p o r  E . J . J .  B. de l libro  
La F in d e  la  G uerre . . . ) .

«D éclaration  des d ro its  des n a tio n a lité s» , C om pte-rendu  som m aire- 
. . .  d e  la  C onférence d es N a tio n a lité s  o rg a n isée  pa r l 'U nion  des N a tio n a ­
lité s  à l'Ecole des H au tes  E tu d es  S ociales de  P a r is , le 26—27 ju in , 1915. 
P u b lica tio n  No. 6; P a ris : U nion  d es N a tio n a lité s . 1915. pp. 15— 18.
U n e  C o n stitu tio n  in terna tiona le: p ro je t p ré sen té  à  la  L ig u e .. .  résum é. 
P u b lica tio n  No. 3; P a r is : L igue p o u r une  Société  d es N a tio n s , M ay, 1916.
2 pp.
«Les P eu p les e t  les n a tio n a lité s : p rob lèm es g én érau x , so lu tio n s g én éra le s; 
in tro d u c tio n  aux  trav a u x  de la  C om m ission  P e rm an en te  de  la  C onférence 
d e s  N a tio n a lités» , L es A n n a le s  d es N a tio n a lité s , V  (1916), 16— 31.
L es P eup les e t  te s  N a tio n a lité s . L ausanne: U nion  d es N a tio n a lité s , 1916. 
16 pp.

M esures concertées p rise s  en tre  les é ta ts: l 'E x é cu tif In tern a tio n a l. La Haye: 
N ijhoff, 1916.
«L 'E n se ig n em en t pa r soi-m êm e et la  lec tu re  sy s tém atique» , L 'In te rn e  (L au ­
sa n n e ) , O ctober 1916.
L es P rob lèm es in te rn a tio n a u x  e t  la  guerre:  tab leau  des co n d itio n s  e t so lu ­
tio n s  nouvelles d e  l'économ ie, du  d ro it e t  de  la  po litique. U IA  P ub lica tio n  
No. 50; G enève: L ibrairie  K und ig  and P a ris : R ousseau  e t  C ie, 1916. 501 pp. 
C o n stitu tio n  m o n d ia le  d e  la  S o c ié té  d e s  N a tions: le nouveau  d ro it d e  gens.
G enève: E d itio n s A ta r  and  P a ris : E d itio n s G . C rès e t C ie, 1917. 253 pp.
P ro je t d e  cha rte  m ondia le. P u b lica tio n  No. 26; L au san n e : U n io n  d e s  N a tio ­
n a lité s , O ffice C e n tra l, 1917. 24 pp.
C harte  m ond ia le  o rg a n isa n t la  S o c ié té  d es N a tio n s . P a r is :  Im prim erie  C e n t­
ra le  d e  la B ourse . Ju n e  1917. 20 pp.
A W orld C harter O rg a n is in g  th e  U nion o f S ta te s ,  tra n s la te d  by  A da C u n ­
n in g h am . London: W om en’s  U nion  for Peace , 1917. 31 pp.
«Les P ré c éd e n ts  d e  la  S ocié té  des N ations» . B u lle tin  o ffic ie l  d e  la  L igue  
d e s  D ro its  d e  l'H om m e, XV II (1917), 665— 668.

(T ills issu e  of th e  B ulle tin  w as a lso  published sep a ra te ly  a s  L 'O rg a ­
n isa tio n  de la S o c ié té  d es N a tio n s . P a ris : L igue des D ro its  de  l’H om ­
m e e t du  C itoyen , 1917. O tle t 's  p ap er ap p ea rs  on  pp. 72—73).

E nq u ête  su r  la S o c ié té  d e s  N a tions:  q u estio n n a ire . P u b lica tio n  No. 5;
P a r is :  L ig u e  p o u r  u n e  S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s , 1917. 2  pp.
«Société  des N a tio n s  e t co n stitu tio n  in te rn a tio n a le» . La P atrie  B elge, 
27 J a n u a ry  1917.
«L 'A m érique e t nous», La P a tr ie  B elge. 24  April 1917.
L ’In fo rm a tio n  e t la d o cu m en ta tio n  au serv ice  d e  l ’industrie:  e x tra it  du  
B u lle tin  de  m ai-ju in  1917 de la  S ocié té  d 'E n co u ra g em e n t p o u r  l 'In d u s tr ie  
N a tio n a le . P a ris : T yp o g rap h ie  P h ilip p e  R en o u ard , 1917. 33 pp.
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«Q u 'esl-ce  que la  Société  des N ations» , L 'O euvre, 24 Ju n e  1917.
«La Société  d es N ations» , L a  P a tr ie  B elge, 30  Ju n e  1917.
«La D ocum en tation  au  serv ice  d e  l 'inven tion» , E ureka . O cto b er 1917, 5—8. 
« C o n stitu tio n  e t  c o n s t itu a n te  m o nd ia le» , L a  P a tr ie  B e lg e ,  24 N ovem ber
1917.
«D écla ra tio n  co m p lé tan t la  déc la ra tio n  des d ro its  d e  l'hom m e en  o rg a n is a n t 
la  Société des N ations» , La S o c ié té  des N a tio n s ,  2 F eb ru ary  1918. 
« L 'A venir du C a ta lo g u e  In te rn a tio n a l de la  L itté ra tu re  Scientifique», R evue  
G énéra le  d e s  S c ien ces, XX IX (F e b ru a ry  1918), 71— 75.
« L a R é o rg an isa tio n  du  C a ta lo g u e  In te rn a tio n a l de  la L itté ra tu re  S c ien ti­
fique», R e v u e  G énéra le  d e s  S c ien ces, XX IX (A pril 1918), 71—75. 
« T ran sfo rm a tio n s  d a n s  l 'ap p a re il b ib liog raph ique  des sciences». Revue  
S c ien tifiq u e , L V III (April 1918), 236—241.
« S u r l 'a v e n ir  économ ique», La P a tr ie  B elge, 16 Ju n e  1918.
«De l'u to p ie  à la  réalité : un  p rocessu s possib le  pour a rriv e r  à  la  Société 
des N ations» , La S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s , 6  Ju ly  1918,
«L a T ra item en t d e  la  l i t té ra tu re  sc ien tifique» , R ev u e  G énérale des Sc iences, 
XXIX (S ep tem b er 1918), 494— 502.
«La Société des N a tio n s  s 'app roche» . La S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s , 1 Septem ber
1918.
«The Book — In W orld-W ide U se a n d  In te rn a tio n a l C o -o rd in a tio n  A fte r  the 
W ar». L ib ra ry  Journal, X X X X III (N ovem ber, 1918), 790— 792.
« in té rê ts  économ iques F ranco-B elges» , La P a tr ie  B e lg e , 22 Decem ber,
1918.
Les M o yen s de d o cu m en ta tio n  en  France: b ib lio thèques, c a ta lo g u e s  e t  b ib ­
liog raph ies , offices de  d o cu m en tatio n . IIB  P u b lica tio n  No. 130; P a ris : B ureau  
de P a ris , IIB , 1918. 43 pp.

C. PO ST  WAR

L a  S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s .  C o nférences d o n n ées  à  L a u sa n n e  e t  G enève, le  21 
e t 22 ja n v ie r  1919: e x tra it  de la R evu e  R om ande. L ausanne: R evue R om an­
de. 1919. 20 pp.
«La Société in te llectue lle  des n a tio n s» , S c ien tia , XXV (Ja n u a ry  1919), 1— 11. 
« S u r la cap ita le  d e  ¡a Société des N ations» , La R evu e  C ontem poraine, 
25  Ja n u a ry , 1919, 41— 52.
«Les N o irs e t la  Société  d es N ations» , La P a tr ie  B elge, 19 J a n u a ry  1919. 
«L’A frique e t la Société  d es N ations» , L a  P a tr ie  B e lg e .  16 F eb ru a ry  1919. 
«V ers une  c h a rte  économ ique d e  la  Société  des N ations» , L a  P a tr ie  B e lg e , 
23  F eb ru a ry  1919.
«L es A sso c ia tio n s in te rn a tio n a le s  e t la reco n stru c tio n  de l 'ap rès-g u erre» , 
R ev u e  G énérale d es Sc ien ces, XXX (28 F eb ru a ry  1919), 114— 119. 
L 'O rg a n isa tio n  des tra v a u x  sc ien tifiques. C onférence fa ite  à  P a r is  le 25 fév­
r ie r  1919: e x tra it  de V olum e d es C onférences d e  l'A sso c ia tio n  F rançaise pour  
¡ 'A vancem en t des Sc iences, an n ée  1919. P a ris : S e c ré ta ria t de  l'A ssociation , 
1919. 40 pp.
«R econstruction  de  la  B elgique», La P a tr ie  B e lg e . 9  M arch  1919.
«U ne C a p ita le  in te rn a tio n a le » , L e  M o u vem en t C om m una l, 15 M arch  1919,
18— 21.

«R éform e In d u strie lle  e t sociale» , La P a tr ie  B elge, 16 M arch  1919. 
L 'O rg a n isa tio n  d e  la d o cu m en ta tio n  in tern a tio n a le  e t  le  rôle des associa tions  
d e  chim ie: com m unica tion  p ré sen tée  a la  C onfèrence  In te ra lliée  d e  la  Chim ie, 
le 15 av ril 1919. P u b lica tio n s  de  C him ie  e t  Industrie-, P a r is : Société de 
C h im ie  In d u strie lle , 1919. 8  pp.
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«C lassification  com parée», R evu e  d e  l 'In g én ie u r  e t In d u str ie  Technique, A u­
g u s t —  S ep tem ber 1919, 93—-104.
«La T âche de l'assem blée  de  G enève», V ln d è p e n d e n c e  B elge, 15 N ovem ber
1919.

C entre  in te llectue l m ondia l au service  de  la  S o c ié té  des N a tio n s . P ublica­
tion  No. 88; B ruxelles: U1A, 1919. 28 pp.
«Préface», P o u r le  recon stru c tio n  des c ité s  in d u strie lles: é tu d e  économ ique  
e t socia le  p a r  A. D u C here. P a r is :  B ib lio thèque de la  R en aissan ce  des C ités.
1919.
«Le B ilan  d es n a tio n s: d éso rd re , incohérence, v e r tig e , d e so rien ta tio n » . D e­
m a in .  5  J a n u a ry  1920.
S u r  la créa tion  d 'u n e  U n iversité  In tern a tio n a le . P u b lica tio n  No. 90; B ruxel­
les: U IA , 1920. 38 pp.
L 'O rg a n isa tio n  in tern a tio n a le  d e  la  b ib liographie  e t d e  la  docum enta tion . 
Pub lica tion  No. 128; B ruxelles: IIB , 1920. 44 pp.
La F o n ta in e . H enri and  O tle t, P a u l. « In te rn a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n s o f V ario u s 

Types», in  The L ea g u e  o f  N a tio n s  S ta r t s : a n  O u tline  b y  i ts  O rganisers. 
L ondon: M acm illan , 1920. pp. 201— 209.
La D ocum en ta tion  en  agricu lture: rap p o rl su r  la  m ission  à l 'In s t i tu t  in te r ­
n a tio n a l d ’A g ricu ltu re . IIB  P u b lica tio n  -No. 132a; Rom e: Im prim erie  de l 'In ­
s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d 'A g ricu ltu re , 1921. 107 pp.

«La Q u in za in e  In te rn a tio n a le  d e  1921», L a  V ie In tern a tio n a le ,  F asc . 26. 
N ovem ber 1921, 137— 144.
«Les co n cep tions e t le  p ro g ram m e  d 'in te rn a tio n a lism e» , La V ie In tern a tio ­
nale, Fasc. 26. N o vem b er  1921, 99— 110.
«Le C en tre  In te rn a tio n a l in s ta llé  à B ruxelles au  P a la is  M ondial» , La Vie 
In tern a tio n a le .  Fasc . 26, N ovem ber 1921, I I I — 136.

L 'E xp o sitio n  U n iverselle  d e  1930 e n  B e lg iq u e  e t  l'é ta b lis se m e n t d 'u n e  c ité  
in terna tionale . P u b lica tio n  No. 103; B ruxelles: UIA , 1921. 8 pp.

In tro d u c tio n  a u x  tra va u x  de  la  C o m m ission  de  C oopération In te llec tu e lle  de  
la S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s . P u b lica tio n  No. 105; B ruxelles: U IA , 1922. 20 pp. 
«Exposé p a r  M. O tlet» , C onférence  p o u r le  D éveloppem en t d e s  In s titu tio n s  
du  P ala is M ondial. P ub lica tio n  No. 106; B ruxelles: UIA , 1922. pp. 8— 13.
O tlet. P au l and  W o u te rs, Léon. R esu m é  du cours prépara to ire  a u x  exa m en s  
de bibliothécaire: sy llab u s  du  co u rs  de  l'E co le  C e n tra le  de  Serv ice  Social. 
B ruxelles: IIB  and  U nion des V illes e t C om m unes B elges, 1922. 127 pp. 

(T his becam e M a n u e l d e  la  b ib lio thèque p ub lique  in su b seq u en t ed i­
tions, see below ).

La S o c ié té  d es N a tio n s  e t l'U n ion  d e s  A sso c ia tio n s In terna tiona les: ra p p o rt  
aux a sso c ia tio n s  s u r  les p rem érs a c te s  de  la C om m ission de  C oopération  
In tellectuelle . P ub lica tio n  No. 107; B ruxelles: UIA , 1923. 28 pp.

«La P re sse  périodique», B u lle tin  d e  l ’U nion d e  la  P resse  P ériod ique B elge, 
XXXII (1923), 149— 151.

M anuel d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n  a d m in is tra tiv e : ra p p o rt p ré sen té  au  2e C o n g rès 
In te rn a tio n a l d e  S c iences A d m in is tra tiv es. B ruxelles. 1923. IIB  P u b lica tio n  
No. 137, U nion des V illes e t  C om m unes B e lg es P ub lica tio n  No. 24; B ruxel­
les: 11 B, 1923. 95 pp.

«R apport g én éra l p ré sen té  p a r  l ’U nion  des A ssoc ia tions In te rn a tio n a le s» , 
C onference  d e s  A sso c ia tio n s In tern a tio n a les , G enève , 8  sep tem b re  1921. 
Pub lica tio n  No. 113; B ruxelles: U IA , 1924. pp. 5—64.

L ’O rg a n isa tio n  du livre , d e  la b ib liographie  e t  de  la d o cum en ta tion :  e x tra it  
des p rocès-verbaux  des M ém oires du  C o n g rè s  In te rn a tio n a l des B ib lio thé­
ca ires  e t d es B ibliophiles, -Paris, 1923. P a r is :  Jo u v e  e t  C ie, 1925. 13 pp.
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«Les R ecen tes tran s fo rm a tio n s  du  liv re  e t se s  form es fu tures» , G utenberg—  
F estschrift. 1925. pp. 23— 28.
G oldschm id t, R obert a n d  O tle t. P a u l. La C onserva tion  e t la  d iffu ss io n  in ter­
n a tio n a le  d e  la  p en sée. P u b lica tio n  N o. 144-, B ru xelles: I IB , 1925. 8  pp. 
«Préfacé», M anuel d e  la C la ssifica tion  D écim ale  à l'u sa g e  des in gén ieurs  
électriciens, p a r  E . B einct. IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 152; P a ris : R ev u e  Générale  
d e  l'E lectric ité , 1926, pp. I — 10.
Le S iè g e  d é fin iti f  de  la S o c ié té  d es N a tio n s  e t  une  c ité  m ondiale:  cen tre  
au to n o m e e t e x tra te rr ito r ia lisé  des o rg a n ism e s in te rn a tio n au x . Pub lica tion  
No, 119: B ruxelles: UIA , 1926. 8 pp.
P o u r une  m o n n a ie  in tern a tio n a le :  le  fran c  u n iv erse l. U IA  P u b lica tio n  No. 120; 
B ruxelles: O ffice de Publicité . 1926. 48 pp.
L 'E d uca tion  e t  le s  in s titu ts  d u  P a la is  M o n d ia l (M u n d a n eu m ):  C entre , M u­
sée In te rn a tio n a l de  l 'en se ig n em en t, éd u ca tio n  e t sy n th èse  u n iv e rsa ls te . 
P ub lica tio n  No. 121; B ruxelles: UIA , 1926. 28 pp.
L 'E ta t actuel de  l'O rg a n isa tio n  m o n d ia le  d e  la  d o cum en ta tion :  com m unica­
tion  p résen tée  a u  six ièm e C o n g rès de  C him ie In d u str ie lle , 26  sep tem bre  —
2  octobre , 1926. P a r is :  C him ie  e t  In d u s tr ie ,  1926. 7  pp.
•.Préface», L e s  T ra n sfo rm a tio n s m o ra les e t  soc ia les d e  la  C hine depuis la
révo lu tion  d e  1911, p a r  T. M, H ou. P u b lica tio n  No. 122; B ruxelles: UIA.
1927.
Le R éperto ire  B ib liograph ique  U n iverse l e t l 'o eu vre  coopéra tive  d e  l 'In s t itu t  
In te rn a tio n a l de  B ibliographie. P ub lica tio n  No. 153; B ruxelles: IIB , 1927.
II pp.
O tle t. P a u l and  W o u te rs, L éon . M a n u e l d e  la  b ib lio thèque  publique. 3e é d i­
tion ; IIB  P ub lica tio n  No. 133. U nion  des V illes e t des C om m unes B elges 
P u b lica tio n  No. 17; B ruxelles: IIB  a n d  l'U n ion , 1928. 171 pp.
D er G rössere V ölkerbund: sondcrabdruck, D as W erdende Z e itsc ter, V II J a h r ­
g a n g  H eft 7/8, Ju li/A u g u s t 1928. 4 pp.
S u r  la B ib lio thèque M ondiale. P ub lica tio n  No. 154; B ruxelles: IIB , 1928.
4 pp.
In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d e  B ib liograph ie. P u b lica tio n  No. 155; B ruxelles: IIB .
1928. 36 pp.
O tlet, P au l and  O dcrfcld , Anne, Le M a teria l d idactique. P ub lica tio n  No. 127; 
B ruxelles: U IA . 1928. 8 pp.
O tle t. P au l and  Le C orbusier. M u ndaneum . P u b lica tio n  No. 128; B ruxelles: 
'J IA . 1928. 46 pp.
«T he In te rn a tio n a l O rg a n isa tio n  of In fo rm a tio n  Serv ices» , A s lib  P roceed ings, 
V I (1929), 156— 157.
«R apport su r  1’In s ti tu t  In te rn a tio n a l de  B ibliographie» , D ocum en ts P résen­
tés  au  C o n g rès in tern a tio n a l d e  B ib lio thèques e t  ile  la B ib liographie, R om e, 
15 ju in  1929. P u b lica tio n  No. 159; B ruxelles: IIB , 1929. pp. I— -1.
O tle t, P au l and  O derfeld , A nne. A tla s  de  la  c iv ilisa tion  universelle. C om m is­
sion In te rn a tio n a le  du  M a té ria l D idactique P u b lica tio n  No. 2. UIA P ub li­
c a tio n  No. 132; B ru xelles: P a la is  M o n d ia l, 1929. 23 pp.
C ité  m o n d ia le  à G enève: W orld  C ivic  Center-. M u ndaneum . Publica tion  
No. 133; B ruxelles: UIA , 1929. 37 pp.
L 'A n n ée  bibliographique: e x tra it de  Chim ie e t  In d u str ie , Ju in , 1929. P a ris : 
C him ie e t In d u strie , 1929. 10 pp.
S u r  la -possib ilité  p o u r les e n tité s  a d m in is tra tive s , d 'a vo ir  à to u t m o m en t  
leur s itu a tio n  présen tée  docu m cn ta irem en t:  ra p p o rt au  I V ' C o n g rès In te rn a ­
tio n a l d e s  Sciences A d m in is tra tiv e s, M ad rid , 1930. P u b lica tio n  No. 162; B ru ­
xelles: IIB . 1930. 29 pp.
«R apport du S e c ré ta ria t G én éra l à  la IX ' C onférence In te rn a tio n a le  de PUB, 
Z urich, 21—23 ao û t 1930», D ocum enta tio  U niversa lis , Nos. 1— 2, 1931, 31—43.
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«R apport du  S e c ré ta r ia t  G énéra i: s ta tis t iq u e  des co llections, trav a u x  et se r­
vices a u  31 décem bre 1930», R a p p o rts  ¡le la  X • C onférence d e  l ’H B , L a  H aye.
25— 29 co û t. 193!. P u b lica tio n  No. 177a; B ruxelles: IIB , 1931. O T 6 -O T 9 . 
«La B ib lio log ie  en  R ussie  Soviétique», D o cu m en ta tio n  U niversa lis , Nos. 
1—2. 1931, 7Û— 79.
«La B anque  n a tio n a le  e t le p lan  économ ique». La Vie E conom ique. IX 
(1931). 1 2 9 -1 3 4 .

(.Also published  se p a ra te ly : see  below ).
«L e M o n u m en t d u  C in q u an te n a ire  d e  la  B elgique», P a la is  M ondial, No. 16 
(M arch 1931), 5— 8.

«L 'E tab lissem en t d es docum en ts: l 'éd itio n  m ondiale» , D o cum en ta tio  U n iver­
sa lis .  N os. 7—8. 1932. 263— 271.
«La S y s tém atique  d e  la  do cu m en ta tio n » , D o cum en ta tio  U niversa lis , N os. 7 — 
8, 1932. «Annexe».
C lassifica tion  D écim ale  U niverselle:  é tu d e s  e t p ro je ts— les su b d iv is io n s com ­
m unes, ra p p o rt p ré lim inaire . P u b lica tio n  No. 169; B ruxelles: IIB , 1932, 91 pp. 
La B anque  m ond ia le  e t  le  p la n  économ ique  m ondia l. P ub lica tio n  No. 137; 
B ruxelles: ULA, 1932. 40 pp.
«S y stém atiq u e  g én éra l du  liv re , d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n , des sc iences bibliolo- 
gique». V orträge des I I .  K ongresses. F ra n k fu r t/M a in , 3 A u g .— 3  S e p t ,  1932. 
P ub lica tio n  No. 178a; B ru xelles: IID , 1932. pp. 532—536.
« P o u r l 'o rg a n isa tio n  d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n : Ie s  re g le s  des p u b lica tions, le 
sy s tèm e  g én éra l des p u b lica tions, l 'éd ition  coo p éra tiv e  m ondiale» , V orla ­
g e  des 11 K o n g re s s e s   P u b lica tio n  No. 178a; B ruxelles: l i t ) .  1932.
pp. 561— 571.
«Les docum en ts e t la  d o cu m en ta tio n : h isto rique , concep tion , espèces, parties, 
fonctions, o p é ra tio n s ; V orträge  d e s  I I  K ong resses  . . . .  P ub lica tio n  No. 178a; 
B ruxelles: I1D. 1932. pp. 108— 111.
«D esidera ta  d e  la  d o cu m en ta tio n  e n  m a tiè re  ph o to g rap h iq u e» . R a p p o rts  d e  
la X I I e C onférence. B ruxelles. 18— 20 ju ille t, 1933. P ub lica tio n  No. 172a; 
B ruxelles: IID , 1933, pp. 128— 129.
«R éponse p e rso n n elle  d e  M. P a u l O tle t à l'cnquéte  su r  la  do cu m en tatio n  à 
l 'In s t i tu t  In te rn a tio n a l d e  C o opération  In tellec tue lle» , R apports d e  la  X I I e
C o n féren ce  P u b lica tio n  No. 172a; B ru x e lle s’ IID , 1933, pp. 92—96.
«S u r le développem ent u lté rieu r de  la C lassifica tio n  D écim ale», R apports  
d e  la  X I I  C o n fèren ce  P u b lica tio n  No. 172a; B ru xelles: IIB , 1933. pp. 1—6.
Traité  d e  D ocum en ta tion . IIB P u b lica tio n  No. 197; B ruxelles: E d itiones 
M undaneum , 1934. 452 pp.
«Le L ivre m icropho tograph iquc» , IID  C o m m u n ic a tio n s ,  V ol. I. Fasc . 2 ( 1934).
19—20.
«H enri La F o n ta in e» , I ID  C o m m u n ic a tio n s ,  Vol. I. Fasc . 2 (1934), 2— 5. 
C o n stitu tio n  m o n d ia le  d e  la  S o c ié té  d e s  N a tio n s:  m ise  a u  p o in t 1934 du 
p ro je t publié  p a r  l 'a u te u r  en  1917. P u b lica tio n  No. 145; B ruxelles: UIA. 
1934. 7 pp.
« L 'IIB — IID . H ier, au jo u rd 'h u i, dem ain»  IID  C o m m u n ic a tio n s .  Vol. II. 
F a :c . 4 (1935), O T I—OT12.
M onde: essa i d 'u n iv ersa lism e. B ruxelles: E d itio n es M u ndaneum , 1935. 467 pp. 
P la n  b e ig e  B ru xelles:  E d itio n es  M u n d an eu m , 1935. 171 pp.
«R apport g én éra l, 1936», I ID  C o m m u n ic a tio n s ,  Vol. I I I .  Fasc . 4 (1936), 
O T 1 -O T 3 .

«Les A ssocia tions in te rn a tio n a le s  e t  la d o cum en tation» . C o n g rès M ondia l 
de la  D o cum en ta tion  U n iverselle  P aris, 16— 21 août. 1937. IID  P ub lica tio n  
No. 178c; P a r is : S e c ré ta ria t du  C o n g rès, 1937, pp. 259— 268.
« In tro d u ctio n  a u x  tra v a u x  d u  C o n g rès» , C o n g rès M o n d ia l d e  la  D o c u m e n ta ­
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t io n  U n iv erse lle . . .  IID  P u b lica tio n  No. 178c; P a ris : S ec ré ta ria t du  C ongrès, 
1937. pp. 251— 258.

« R éseau  un iversel de d o cu m en tation : D o cum en tatio  U niversalis» , IID  C om ­
m u n ic a t io n s ,  V ol. IV . F asc . 1 (1937), 13— 16.
« R ap p o rt a n n u e l g én éra l» , F ID  C o m m u n ic a tio n s ,  Vol. V . Fasc . 3  (1938), 
99— 100.
« S u r la do cu m en tatio n  de. d a n s  et p a r  l'é ta t» , C lassifica tion  D écim ale  U ni­
verselle: 3 S c iences Socia les. F ID  P ub lica tio n  No. 203; B ruxelles: E ditiones 
M u ndaneum , 1940. pp. ii— vii.
« In tro d u ctio n » , C lassifica tion  D écim ale  U niverselle:  62 A r t  d e  l'ingén ieur. 
F ID  P u b lica tio n  N o . 205; B ru xelles: E d itio n es  M u n d an eu m , 1941. pp . 1—2. 
«C ode de la  do cu m en tatio n  un iverselle  e t  m ondiale» , C lassifica tion  D écim ale  
U niverselle: 65. Af f ai res  e t  en treprises. F ID  P ub lica tio n  No. 207; B ruxelles: 
E d itiones M u ndaneum , 1942. pp. ii— xii.

B IB L IO G R A P H IC A L  N O T E :

In  com piling  th is b ib lio g rap h y  of O tie t 's  w r i t in g  four im p o rtan t b ib liogra-

fhies w ere  consu lted .
é d éra tio n  In te rn a tio n a le  de  D ocum en tation . 75 T ears o f F ID  P ublica tions  

1895— 1970. P ub lica tio n  No. 469; La H aye: F ID , 1970.
L orphèvre , C h ris tian e . «B ib liog raph ie  d es trav a u x  de P a u l O tle t re la tifs  à 
la  docu m en ta tio n  e t à  la  b ib lio théconom ie». R ev u e  d e  D o cu m en ta tio n . XXI 
(1954). 9 9 -1 0 2 .

S pecckaert. G . P . B ib liographie  sé lec tive  su r  l'o rgan isa tion  in terna tiona le , 
1885— 1965 (F ID  P ub lica tio n  No. 361, U IA  P u b lica tio n  No. 191; B ruxelles: 
UIA , 1965).
« U IA  P u b lica tio n s  O ld  a n d  N ew », A sso c ia tio n s  In tern a tio n a les , X III  (1961), 
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port on need for techn ical o rg a n isa tio n  for. 239; B o u rg eo is 's  re so lu tio n  
c rea tin g  C om m ittee  for, 241; in te rn a lio n a l a sso c ia tio n s and  w orld  cen ter 
for, 281; o rg a n isa tio n  o f and  w orld  peace. 359. S e e  a lso  C e n tra l Office 
of In te rn a tio n a l In s titu tio n s ; In te rn a tio n a l  In s ti tu te  for In te llec tu a l C o ­
o p e ra tio n ; In te rn a tio n a l C om m ittee  on  In te llec tu a l C o-operation . 

In ter-A llied  C onference o f A cadem ies, 1918, 209, 216 

In te rn a tio n a l and  U n iv ersa l E xposition , B ru ssels, 1910, 151 
In te rn a lio n a l A ssocia tion  of A cadem ies, 156
In te rn a tio n a l A ssocia tions, and  B elgium  a s  c en te r  of. 149. 172, 206, 223; 

in  th e  M ont des A rts , 149— 150: im p o rtan ce  of fo r in te rn a tio n a l in te l­
lectual o rg a n isa tio n , 163, 172— 174, 224; a t  In te rn a tio n a l P eace  C onference, 
174; su rv ey  and  lis tin g  of, 175— 176, 213, 224; legal s ta tu s  of, 176. 
1 8 0 -1 8 1 , 194, 210, 212; and  the L eague of N a tio n s , 205, 2110, 212, 228— 
229; and  th e  sy n th es is  o f know ledge, 280—281; absence o f a t  IIB  
m ee tin g  1929, 311 

In te rn a tio n a l B ureau  for Peace, 173, 181. 191 

In te rn a tio n a l B ureau  of C hem ical L ite ra tu re , 63 
In te rn a tio n a l B u reau  of E ducation , 240
In te r  na tio n a l C a ta logue  o f  S c ien tific  L itera tu re , conference  for, 46; and 

French Sec tion  of IIB . 65; first conference on , 69; record  conference on, 
72; in co rp o ra ted  in to  R B U , 120; c ritic ism s of th e  schem e for. 138— 139; 
O IB  as B e lg ian  bu reau  for, 139 140 

In te rn a tio n a l C en te r S e e  C en tra l O ffice o f In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu tio n s ; P a ­
la is M ondial. M undaneum  

In te rn a tio n a l C ity , 254, 261, 282, 304. 359 
In te rn a tio n a l C olon ial In s ti tu te . 63
In te rn a tio n a l C om m ittee  on  In te llec tu a l C o-operation , proposed , 214; 

m em bers o f, 255: o rig in  of in  p ro p o sa ls  from  U IA , 256; f irs t  m eeting  
of, 256—257; fo rm ation  o i S ub-C om m ittee  on  B ib liog raphy , 257; prob lem s 
faced by, 258—259; and  d ra ft ag reem en t w ith  IIB , 277—279, 311—312; 
a n d  O tle t and  th e  re jection  of the U IA . 283; th e  F ren ch  g o v e rn m en t o f­
fe rs a h e ad q u a rte rs  ior, 285 -  286; and  th e  IIB  in R ich a rd so n 's  op inion. 
290; a n d  th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  for In te llec tu a l C o-operation , 292; 
rep u d ia te s  th e  RBU, 304—306; G ilbert M u rray , C h a irm an  of, 307 

Sub-C om m ittee  on  B ib liog raphy , form ed and  m em bers of, 257; and  Ol- 
lc t and  L aF o n ta in e . 258: e v a lu a te s  w o rk  of IIB , 277— 279; d iscusses 
o rd e r of I lB ’s ta sk s . 288; seeks new  approach  to  IIB , 308—309;
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se ts  up  C om m ittee  on  L ib ra ry  E x p erts , 312; ren ew s n e g o tia tio n s  w ith 
IIB . 322

C om m ittee  on  L ib ra ry  E xperts, po stp o n es im p lem en tation  of ag reem en t 
w ith  IIB , 312; and  th e  D ecim al C lassifica tion , 322— 324; an g ers  
O tlet, 328. S e e  a lso  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  for In te llec tu a l Co-ope­
ra tio n ; th e  L eague  of N a tio n s 

In te rn a tio n a l C onference o f B ib liog raphy , f irs t, 1895, 44, 47— 48; second, 
B ru ssels. 1897; 71, 126; th ird . P a ris , 1900, 75—77; fo u rth  a n d  filth , 
B russels. 1908, 1910, S e e  In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  of B ib lio g rap h y  and  Do­
cu m en ta tio n . 1908. 1910; six th , B ru ssels. 1920, 221, 226— 227; S e e  also 
under In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  o f B ib lio g rap h y ; W orld  C o n g re ss  for 
U n iv ersa l D ocum en tation  

In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  for A ccountancy , 178, 185— 186, 294 
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g ress  fo r W orld  E conom ic E x p ansion , M ons, 1905, 146— 

148, 172
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  o f A pplied C h em istry , 63 
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  o f B ib liog raphy , th ird . P a r is ,  1898. 72 
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  o f B ib lio g rap h y  a n d  D o cu m en tation , B ru ssels, 1908, 

1 5 8 -1 6 0 , 181; 1910. 1 8 6 -1 8 9  
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g ress  o f M athem atic ian s, 99, 181
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  o f P h o to g rap h y  S e e  In te rn a tio n a l U nion  o i Pho to ­

g raphy
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g ress  of P u b lish e rs , 70, 74, 136
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  of the A d m in is tra tiv e  Sciences, 178— 179, 183, 350 
In te rn a lio n a l C o n g re ss  o f Z oology , 63
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g ress  on  In te llec tu a l W ork, 229, 235, 239—240 
In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  on  the B ib lio g rap h y  of the M athem atica l Sciences,

63. S e e  a lso  In te rn a tio n a l C o n g re ss  o f M athem atic ians

In te rn a tio n a l C o u rt o f Ju s tice , 173— 174 
In te rn a tio n a l D ocum en tary  Office for A e ronau tics , 155 
In te rn a tio n a l D ocum en tary  O ffice for F ish in g , 155 
In te rn a tio n a l D ocum en tary  O ffice for H u n tin g , 155
In te rn a tio n a l E xposition , B ru ssels, 1897, 71, 126; P a ris , 1900, 74—75, 122, 

158; S t. Louis. 1904, 123; L iège. 1905, 146, 158; B russels, 1910, 158,
177— 190; B ru ssels. 1930, 254, 261

In te rn a tio n a l F e d e ra tio n  for D en tis try , 104
In te rn a tio n a l F ed era tio n  for D o cum en tation  S e e  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  

of B ib liog raphy  
In te rn a tio n a l F ed era tio n  of S tu d e n ts , 223

In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  for In te llec tu a l C o-operation , c rea ted , 285—286; 
and  the IIB  (R ich a rd so n ), 290; a n d  th e  In te rn a tio n a l C om m ittee  on 
In te llec tu a l C o-operation , 292; and  th e  C lassifica tio n  C om m ittee , 324; 
and  s tu d y  of in te rn a tio n a l d o cu m en tatio n , 332— 333; resum é of re la tions
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of w ith  O tle t, 332—333; o rg a n is e s  W orld  C o n g re ss  o í U n iv ersa l D ocu­
m en ta tio n , P a ris . 1937, 356 —359. S e e  a lso  In te rn a tio n a l C om m ittee  for 
In te llec tua l C o -o peration ; T he L eague  of N a tio n s 

In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  o f A g ricu ltu re , 216, 284

In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  o f  B ib liog raphy , c rea tio n  of. 44, 48; n a tu re  o l the 
w ork  of, 68; w in s p rize  in P a r is  exposition . 78; o rg a n is a tio n a l changes 
in  foreseen, 188— 189; a s  a proposed  sc ien tific  un ion , 209; w o rk  of 
collection  and  w ork of o rg a n is a tio n  of, 227 228; as p a r t  o f in te rn a tio n a l 
o rg a n isa tio n  o f in te llec tu a l w ork . 229; described  in  C entre  In tern a tio n a l. 
1921, 239; conference of a t 1921 Q u inzaine  In te rn a tio n a le , 239—240; 
D rum m ond rep o rts  on , 240—241; com m ended by  com m ission of inquiry, 
252; and  lir s t  m ee tin g  of C om m ittee  o n  In te llec tu a l C o-operation , 256; 
co llections deem ed v a lue less , 268; fu tu re  o f co nsidered . 275—276; new  s ta ­
tu te s  and  o rg a n isa tio n  for. 275, 298; w ork  of a ssessed  by Sub-C om m ittee 
on B ib liography , 277—279; ag reem en t w ith  L eag u e  of N a tio n s , 284. 311— 
312; p lan s  to  m ove to  G eneva, 286—287; 1925 m ee tin g  of C ouncil of, 
288- -289; a tt i tu d e  of In s titu te  for In te llec tu a l C o-o p era tio n  to w ard s, 
290—294; 1927 C o logne  conference  of, 297 298; fu tu re  of in re la tio n  to  
ALA and  L eague. 303—306; 1928 a n n u a l m ee tin g  of, 304—310; D utch 
critic ism s of, 306—307; 1928-41929 c h an g es  in o rg a n is a tio n a l s tru c tu re . 
3 0 4 -3 1 2 ;  1929 m ee tin g  of. 3 1 0 -3 1 4 , 316; 1930 m ee tin g  of, 317—318; 
1931 m ee tin g  of. 315, 325— 326; becom es In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  for D o­
cu m en ta tio n , 325; 1932 m ee tin g  of, 331; a s  b asis for a docum en tary  
union, 332; and  the In s ti tu te  o f In te llec tu a l C o-o p era tio n ’s  s tu d y  of the 
in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  of docum en tation , 333, 337; becom es In te r ­
na lio n a l F ed era tio n  for D ocum en tation , 338, 356; c losu re  o f P a la is  M on­
d ial an d , 351. S e e  a lso  In te rn a tio n a l O ffice o f B ib liog raphy ; Decim al 
C lassifica tio n ; U n iv ersa l B ib liog raph ic  R eperto ry  

In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  o f D ocum en tation  S e e  In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  of 
B ib liog raphy  

In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  o f P h o to g rap h y . 153— 154 
In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te  of S ta tis tic s , 63

In te rn a tio n a l L ib rary . 161, 229, 239, 240, 243, 252, 256, 257. S e e  a lso  C o l­
lective L ib ra ry  of L earned S ocieties 

In te rn a tio n a l M useum , d iscussed  a t M ont des A rts  com m ission , ISC— 151; 
co -operation  of in te rn a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  fo r. 179; b asis o f in In te rn a ­
tiona l E xposition  II910, 182— 184; c rea tio n  of in P a la is  du  C in q u an ten aire , 
184, 214. 215; a tte n d an c e  a t, 192; ra tio n a lisa tio n  o f s tru c tu re  o f, 193— 
194; a s  p a rt o f in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  o f  in te lle c tu a l w ork . 229; 
described in C entre  In tern a tio n a l. 1921, 239; d iscussed  a t In te rn a tio n a l 
C o n g re ss  o n  In te llec tu a l W ork, 240; described by W . C. B erw ick S ay ers  
and  o th ers , 242—214; co llections o f a sse ssed  by B elg ian  gov ern m en t, 268 

In te rn a tio n a l N ew sp ap er M useum  S e e  M usée de la P resse  
In te rn a tio n a l O ffice  fo r C h em istry , 325

In te rn a tio n a l Office of B ib liography , estab lish ed , 40, 43 44, 4 8 —52; v isited 
by  E uropean  d e leg a te s  to R oyal Society . 72; pub lica tion  p ro g ram  of, 115;
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•establishes sea rch  service  for RBU, 121; as b ib lio g rap h ical su p p ly  agency . 
135— 141; a s  reg io n a l bu reau  fo r In te rn a lio n a l C a ta logue  o f S c ien tific  
Litera ture. 138— 140; expan sio n  of p roposed , 148; P a tro n a g e  C om m ittee 
of. 151 152; sub ject offices in, 153— 157; d u rin g  W o rld  W ar I, 211; as 
p o ten tia lly  se p a ra te  from  IIB . 329; revenue  from  D ecim al C lassifica tion , 
335; O tlet and  D utch  ag ree  on ro le  of. .337 

In te rn a tio n a l  Office o f S ocio log ical B ib liog raphy , 29, 33— 34 
In te rn a tio n a l O ffice o f T echnical D o cu m en tation , 157 
In te rn a tio n a l P a r lia m en ta ry  U nion , 173. 182, 191 
In te rn a tio n a l Peace C onference, 1898, 1904, 1907, 1173, 191 

In te rn a tio n a l P o la r  In s titu te . 155 
In te rn a tio n a l R esearch  C ouncil, 189, 209, 216, 223, 256
In te rn a tio n a l U n io n  for B ib liog raphy  and  D ocum en tation , f irs t proposed , 45; 

a t  C o n g re ss  of M ons, 147; O IB  a s  h e ad q u a rte rs  of, 148; a s  aim  of lIB 's  
1908 conference, 158. 164; B elg ian  g o v ern m en t a c ts  for, 165; in 1910, 
184; a t W orld  C o n g ress  of In te rn a tio n a l A ssoc ia tions, 1913, 194; IIB
attach ed  to  In te rn a tio n a l R esearch  C ouncil as, 209; L eague  of N a tio n s 
a s  sp o n so r of, 213; in 1920. 221—222. 227; S ir Eric D rum m and  and . 238; 
In te rn a tio n a l In s ti tu te  o f D ocum en tation  and , 325; p roposed  by Jean  
G era rd , 332; a s  u n iv ersa l netw ork  for do cu m en tatio n  in  1937, 357— 358 

In te rn a tio n a l U nion of P h o to g rap h y , 71, 146, 178, 183 
In te rn a tio n a l U nion  of P u re  and  Applied C h em istry , 276

In te rn a tio n a l U n iv ersity , su g g e s te d  by L aF o n ta in e  1894, 34, 222; O tle t 
sees need for 1907, 174; proposed , 221; o rg a n is a tio n  a n d  p ro g ram  of, 
222—223; and  L eague  of N a tio n s , 224—225, 229, 234; f irs t session  of. 
226; as p a r t  of in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  of in te llec tu a l w ork , 229; 
Q uinones de L eon 's report, 235; second session , 239; and  In te r ­
n a tio n a l C o n g re ss  on  In te llec tu a l W ork, 240; described by W. C. B er­
wick S ay ers, 243; th ird  session . 254; a n d  C om m ittee  on In te llec tu a l C o ­
op era tio n , 255; 1927 se ss io n  of, 297—298 

In tro d u c tio n  to  th e  W ork o f  th e  C o m m ittee  on In te llec tu a l Co opera tion  o f  
th e  L ea g u e  o f N a tio n s  (P a u l O tle t) ,  255— 256 

Ita lia n  B ib liog raph ical C onference, 69 

Iw in sk i, B. 187 
J a s t ,  L. S ta n le y , 243
Jeu n es  Am is du P a la is  M ondial, 346—347 

Jo h n  C re ra r  L ibrary , C hicago . 120, 326 
Ju n k e r , C a ri, 70. 199 
Kelvin, L ord , 59

L aF o n ta in e . H enri, asso c ia tio n  w ith  O tle t, 29; p ro g ram  fo r in te rn a tio n a l 
o rg a n isa tio n . 34—35; and  N o uv llle  U n iv ersité  de  B ruxelles, 39; offices 
held in  IIB —O IB . 48—49; re la tio n  o f to  K ing and  Q ueen , 56n; and 
In te rn a tio n a l C a ta logue  o f S c ien tific  L itera ture, 69, 72; and  In te r ­
n a tio n a l E x position , B ru ssels, 1897, 71; a n d  U n iv ersa l E xposition  P a ris ,
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1900. 76—78; c riticises A m erican  v e rsio n  o( D ecim al C lassifica tion . 101 —  
102, 1104; b ib lio g rap h ical w o rk  of. 115. 127, 111 — 142; a n d  G eddes. 124; 

in te rn a tio n a l w o rk  o f , 173; re la tio n sh ip  o f w ith  O tle t, 189— 190; a n d  C a r­
n eg ie  E ndow m ent fo r in te rn a tio n a l Peace, 191— 192; aw ard ed  N obel P eace  
P rize , 196; D u rin g  W orld W ar I, 203; a t  Peace  C onference, 209—210; 
a ttitu d e  to  U IA  in  re la tio n  to  L eag u e  of N a tio n s , 212— 213; a n d  the 
C ode des voeux , 225, 242; a t  f irs t  A ssem bly  of L eague, 237; a t  second  
A ssem bly of L eague, 240; a n d  m em bers o f C om m ittee  on  In te llec tu a l C o ­
o p e ra tio n , 255; B elg ian  N a tional C om m ittee  for in te lle c tu a l C o-o p era tio n . 
259; p resid es a t  1924 m ee tin g  of I IB . 275—276; p a rtic ip a te s  in  m ee tin g  
of C om m ittee  o n  In te llec tu a l C o-operation . 277; and  In d e x  B ibliographi-  
cus, 292; P o lla rd 's  a tt i tu d e  to, 310; and  ag reem en t be tw een  IIB  and  
L eague. 311; on  C om m ittee  to  s tu d y  C om m on S ubd iv isions, 313; w orks 
o n  rev is io n  of D ecim al C lassifica tio n , 314; a s  H o n o ra ry  V ice -P re s id en t 
IIB . 339; a t  W orld C o n g ress  for U n iv e rsa l D ocum en tation , 356; dies, 361 

L aF o n ta in e , Léonie, 45. 146 
Lake P lacid  C lub, 264. 286, 320 
Lam eere, E u g en e , 133 
L an g lo is , C h arles  V., 60—62, 80n

L eague  of N a tio n s , a n tic ip a ted  b y  L aF o n ta in e , 34; and  a c en te r  for in te r ­
n a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s, 181; m ovem ent for d u r in g  W orld W ar I, 203—209; 
c rea ted . 211; a rtic le  24 of the C o v en an t of. 211—212, 221, 222, 235, 254; 
and  U IA  and  P a la is  M o n d ia l, 2 2 3 -2 2 4  . 229, 234— 235. 240—241, 250.
262—263, 351; a n d  In te rn a tio n a l U n iv ersity , 225— 226; f irs t G enera l 
A ssem bly  of, 229; and  o rg a n is a tio n  of in te llec tu a l w ork , 234, 240; 
Q uinones de L eon 's re p o rt to  the C ouncil o í, 235; O tle t 's  view s of the 
C ouncil of. 237—238; second  G enera l A ssem bly  of, 240—241; O tle t 
c ritic ise s  a c tiv itie s  of. 260; re s tr ic tio n s  o n  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  n o n g o v ern m en ­
ta l o rg a n isa tio n s  w ith in . 263, 282—283; fiscal p rob lem s of th e  C om m ittee 
on In te llec tu a l C o-o p era tio n  of the, 264; lack s confidence in IIB , 304— 
306; and  its  ag reem en t w ith  IIB , 311. S e c  a lso  In te rn a tio n a l Com mittee- 
for In te llec tu a l C o-operation ; In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  fo r In te llec tu a l C o ­
operation

Lecointe, G eo rg es , 155, 244

L eC orbusier (C harles E d o u ard  Je a n n e rc t) ,  304
L em onnier. C am ille , 19, 143
Leon, Q u in o n es de, 235, 236

Leopold II, K ing of the B e lg ian s, 15, 49, 146, 172
L eP lay , F réd éric , 74

L erm ina, Ju le s , 69

The L ib rary  A ssocia tion  (G re a t B rita in ) , 98, 226, 242 
L ib ra ry  B ureau , 42, 54n, 126— 128 

L ib ra ry  o f  C o n g re ss , 116, it 19. 123, 316, 317, 348 
L igue  p o u r une  Société des N a tio n s , 204 
L im ousin , C harles, 86
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L inden , A u g u ste , 15 

L inden , V a lérie , 9
L is te  d e s  a ssocia tions in tern a tio n a les, 243, 224

L orphèvre , G eo rg es , 41, 146. 314 , 345, 346, 348, 356, 361

L osseau . Léon, 99, 215, 275, 325—326
L uchaire , Ju lien . 287, 291

L yons, F . S . L., 202
M alla rm é, S téphane , 119
M a rb u rg , T heodore , 196, 205

M asure , L ouis, app o in ted  S ec re ta ry  IIB , 133— 135; re p o rts  on  B ib liograph ia  
U niversa lis , 116; a n d  B ib liographia  E conom ica  U niversa lis , 141— 142; 
d u rin g  W orld  W ar 1. 210—211; on m ove to  P a la is  du  C in q u an te n a ire . 
215; hopes for se p a ra tio n  of IIB , 275; d ea th  of, 299. 345

M ax , A dolf, 179
M ercier, C a rd in a l D ésiré Jo sep h . 268 
M ondaneum  S e e  M undaneum  

M onde  (P au l O tle t) ,  350, 353 
M ont des A rts , 149— 150, 162, 172, 176 

M o urlon , M ichel, 48, 56n, 87
M u ndaneum . a s  M ondaneum  and  a  new  P a la is  M ondial, 281— 283. w ord 

co ined , 288; In te rn a tio n a l M useu m -C en te r fo r E d u ca tio n  in . 294— 296; 
c losed  1934, 338; a s  ex p ress io n  of O tle t 's  philosophy, 345— 346; collections 
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