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AT THE SOUTHAMPTON OCEANOGRAPHY
Centre, work is being carried out to improve the 
taxonomy of deep sea amphipods and is being 
sponsored by BP (see http://www.soc.soton. 
ac.uk/gdd/bp for more information). Currently a 
large family revision is being undertaken which 
includes am phipods in shallow 
waters in addition to those from 
deeper waters. The family under 
revision, the Scopleocheiridae, are 
scavenging lysi-anassoid amphipods 
that are found from shallow waters 
down to the deep ocean trenches.

Scopelocheirids are scavengers, w ith some 
genera know n to specialise on spatangoid 
echinoids, while others are likely to be 
m ore generalist, com ing to feed at baited 
traps. The problem s w ith this family are 
largely taxonom ic  and  stem  from  
confusions betw een genera and  species, 
m ostly due to a lack of good m aterial (the 
deep-sea m aterial in particular is difficult to 
come by) bu t also because of inadequate 
original descriptions and illustrations of a 
n u m b er o f th e  species. We are therefore  focusing  on 
redescribing the  prob lem  species from holotype m aterial 
w here available, and  using new m aterial (often from  the type 
locality) if necessary. There are currently  nine genera being 
dealt w ith, including one new one, and so far at least 30 
species (and counting!). The w ork  on the deeper w ater 
species is fairly advanced, a lthough we will no t be at all 
surprised  if m ore new species of Paracallisoma (Fig 1) tu rn  up. 
Currently, we are concentrating on the genus Scopelocheirus, 
w hich is the m ost com m only encountered  shallow -water 
genus. Currently, only two species are recognised from  n o rth 
east Atlantic and M editerranean waters: Scopelocheirus hopei 
Costa, 1851 (Fig 2) and Scopelocheirus polymedus Bellan- 
Santini, 1984. However, the authors of this revision (Tammy 
H orton, Mike T hurston  and H ans Georg Andres) believe that 
there are probably two or even three species currently  being 
recorded as S hopei in E uropean waters.

This is w here MARBEF can help; the 
au thors w ould  be grateful for material 
of these  species (and any o th er 
sco p e locheirid  m aterial) in  good 
co n d itio n  from  as m any  sites as 
possible. It will be particularly  useful to 
see m aterial from the  M editerranean

Fig 1. A Scopelocheirid, Paracallisoma alberti, 
the type species collected from the type locality.HMM

close to the type locality of Naples, and 
also from Norw egian w aters (where it is 
believed two species co-exist). Anyone 
willing to help ou t should  know that 
Scopelocheirus seems to be a generalist 
scavenger, w ith  rep o rts  of anim als 
attracted to various baits in traps, bu t 
also associated w ith  traw l damage and 
fishery discards. Therefore, specim ens 
of these am phipods may be found in 
collections from  surveys re la ted  to 
these  events. For sim ple  species 
identification, use Tincoln, 1979.
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Fig 2 . Scopelocheirus hopei (Costa, 1851), th e  entity  we believe 
m ay be comprised of two or th re e  closely-related species.
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