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70% of Earth’s surface
97% of biosphere volume97% of biosphere volume
80% of species on Earth

A largely invisible world

Pelagibacter unique

Importance of the oceans



Water



Energy



Food



Health



Benefits delivered by marine ecosystem services



W ll h lfWell over half
ofof

Europe 
is under 
the seathe sea

Science 15 Feb 2008 Halpern et al

Human impacts on the sea



Climate and weather servicesClimate and weather services

Climate change and variability – impacts far from the sea



European marine space

A  h  d   l d A resource that exceeds its land area



Sustained observations, mapping, data, models needed



OStrong case for investment in European Og
Marine science

• Platforms and observing systems 

• Data infrastructure

• Research and innovation

• Skilled people• Skilled people

Inspiration of the oceans


