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To have in place, at the end of three 
years, a fully implementable policy  

tool, applicable for all 22 coastal states 
of the EU, which will enable the self-
assessment of the sustainability of 

local authorities. 

Objective 
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 to increase the sustainability of partner 
municipalities through interchange of experience and 
transfer of practice during the lifetime of the 
project, as well as beyond, on sustainability issues,  

 
 to draw up a definitive list of sustainability criteria 
for a coastal  future which can be readily 
implemented. 

 
 to self-assess the identified sustainability criteria in 
order that they can be used on a Pan-European scale. 

Sub-objectives 
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Transfer of beneficial ideas from the partner regions, 
allowing  
 
 Economic revitalisation of some areas, and 

 
 Equalising cross cultural disparities, in order to  
 
 Improve the socio-economic balance between coastal 
communities.  

 
 

Wider sustainaibility 
context 
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How has this been 
realized ?  

Project co-financed by INTERREG IVC Programme 
   Innovation & Environment  
   Regions of Europe Sharing Solutions 
 
BUDGET & DURATION:  
 ERDF  1.406 845 €   
          Partners    391 177 € 

TOTAL  1.798 023 € 
 

 
36 months – started Jan.’10 

 
PARTNERSHIP: 12 Partners including 8 regional and/or local  
    authorities, lead by EUCC 
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Pan-European coverage 
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SUSTAIN partners gathered at: 

6 workshops to explore and discuss sustainability 

topics, criteria and methodologies for scoring the 

indicators 

What have we done…? 
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... Which were complemented by 6 inter-regional 

visits that enabled partners to exchange their own 

experiences on sustainability issues allowing transfers 

of best practice when applicable. 

What have we done…? 
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1. An overall, methodological 
approach. 

 
2. A policy context. 
 
3. Issues have been selected under:  
 - Economics (4),  
 - Environmental Quality (8),  
 - Social Well-being (5),  
 - Governance (5). 
 
4. Indicators have been selected 

for these four pillars 
 

What have we done? 

SUSTAIN Presentation, EU ICZM Group of Experts Meeting, September 
2012 
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1. Governance has been dealt with 

through a checklist, not 
classical indicators. 

 
2. The Issues and Indicators have 

been  divided into Core and 
Non-core issues. 

 
3. An Indexing (scoring) 

methodology which gives SD 
Index (score). 

What is new? 

SUSTAIN Presentation, EU ICZM Group of Experts Meeting, September 
2012 
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Indicator set – examples (1) 

I 

II 

IV 

III 

V 
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Indicator set – examples (2) 
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Indicator set – examples (3) 
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Indicator set – examples (4) 
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MEASURING SUSTAINABILITY – THE SUSTAIN POLICY TOOL: 
 

The ‘DeCyDe for Sustainability’ tool 

The ‘DeCyDe for 
Sustainability’ tool 

• -A new way of thinking about sustainability through the 
development of the DeCyDe policy tool. This is a unique way of 
scoring a set of pre-existing indicators related to key aspects of the 
EU Sustainable Development Strategy, viz. 

• Governance,  
• Environmental quality,  
• Economics, &  
• Social well-being. 
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 Legacy of SUSTAIN 

DeCyDe-for-Sustainability:  A coherent, policy-driven  
management tool comprising:  
 
 A set of agreed indicators, implementable at local and 
regional partner authority level 

 
 A means of scoring these  
indicators in an objective way. 

 
 A means of giving a cumulative   
indexation of the  
sustainability effort. 
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Legacy of SUSTAIN 
 
 MEASURING COASTAL SUSTAINABILITY - A guide for the self-

assessment of sustainability using indicators and a means of 
scoring them 

 
 IMPROVING COASTAL SUSTAINABILITY - A guide presenting 

lessons learned from the SUSTAIN partnership 
 

 TRANSFERRING COASTAL SUSTAINABILITY - A good practice 
and policy report 

 
 SCORING COASTAL SUSTAINABILITY - A report on the 

sustainability criteria scoring and their assessment 
    
     

 11 national events in the EU in local languages 
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Multilingual information about the project development 
and documents, in the partners national languages viz. 
   
 
  
Contribution to the implementation of the EU 
Sustainable Development Strategy 

 Legacy of SUSTAIN 

www.sustain-eu.net 
 

http://www.sustain-eu.net/
http://www.sustain-eu.net/
http://www.sustain-eu.net/
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Maria Ferreira 

Coastal & Marine Union (EUCC)  

Postbus 11232 

2301 EE Leiden,  

Netherlands 

 
Tel. + 31 71 5122900 

Fax. +31 71 5124069 

Email: m.ferreira@eucc.net 

www.eucc.net 

THANK YOU! 
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