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4. De secretaris doet de volgende mededeling.

A short note on the pipunculid fauna of the Belgian dunes
(Diptera, Pipunculidae)

by M. DE MEYER, P. GROOTAERT & G. HAGHEBAERT

During 1989, a part of the dunes near Lombardsijde was sampled with small
white water traps. The main purpose of the experiment was to see if there exists
differences in species composition in a gradient from young (yellow) dunes to
older (grey) dunes more inland. Therefore a set of four white water traps were
placed at ground level at five different sites.

1° The edge of the yellow dunes, facing the see with a short overgrowth of
Psammophila arenaria: an open (few shade), hilly zone.

2° Grey dunes with a short vegetation of Carex sp., mosses, Psammophila are-
naria and many other herbs. An open area without shade and low flattened du-
nes.

3° Dune slack with Carex sp., very short Salix repens and Paranassia palustris.
A flat open area.

4° Small wood composed of Populus alba, Sambucus nigra and on the edge
some Hippophae rhamnoides. A flat but covered and quite shady area. The soil
covered with Portulaca oleracea in spring and short grasses in summer.

5° Bush with Sambucus nigra, Carex sp. and grasses. A flat and covered area
with some shade.

Although water traps are usually not very effective for trapping Pipunculidae,
a number of specimens were collected. The following species were found (with
indication of the site they were found at):



Bull. Annls Soc. r. belge Ent. 125, 1989 333

- Chalarus sp. (not identified to species level since the genus is momentarily
under revision): dune slack (3) & wood (4)

- Pipunculus campestris LATREILLE: bush (5)

- Cephalops semifumosus (KOWARZ): wood (4)

- Cephalops ultimus (BECKER): bush (4)

- Eudorylas zermattensis (BECKER): dune (2)

- Tomosvaryella littoralis (BECKER): dune edge (1) and dune (2)

- Tomosvaryella sylvatica (MEIGEN): dune edge (1)

Eudorylas zermattensis is recorded here for the first time from Belgium. Al-
though the species was captured in a dune area, it is not a typical coastal spe-
cies. As can be deduced from the name it was originally described from the
Swiss Alps, and it is further reported from Denmark, France, Great Britain,
Sweden (TANASUTSHUK, 1988), Austria and Yugoslavia (LAUTERER, 1983). Only
one female specimen was found but it can easily be differentiated from other
Eudorylas species by the partly shining abdominal terga and thorax, and by the
shape of the ovipositor which does not have a median groove along the base (see
BANKOWSKA, 1973 and COE, 1966).

Tomosvaryella littoralis is a typical coastal species. It has already been found on
the Belgian coast (DE MEYER & DE BRUYN, 1985) and is also reported from
most of the neighbouring countries (TANASUTSHUK, 1988). T. [lintoralis is the
most common species found in the samples but it was only present in material
from the dune ridge and the dunes close to the see.

Pipunculids are parasitoids of Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera). European repre-
sentatives of the genus Tomosvaryella seem to parasitize solely on Deltocephalinae
(Cicadellidae) (see WALOFF & JERVIS, 1987). Dr. J. VAN STALLE kindly identified
the Deltocephalinae that were found in the water traps at the dune edge (1) and
the grey dunes (2):

Conosanus obsoletus (KIRSCHBAUM)

- Euscelis incisus (KIRSCHBAUM)
Psammotettix confinis (DAHLBOM)
Psammotettix pallidinervis (DAHLBOM)
Doratura exilis HORVATH

'

OSSIANNILSSON (1983) mentions all these species except the first one from dune
areas and indicates the latter two as truly xerophilous. The former three species
are already reported as hosts for pipunculids (WALOFF & JERvis, 1987). It is
possible that the host of T. lirtoralis is among these homopterans, but this can
only be verified by rearing experiments.
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5. Au nom de M. P. LAYS, excusé, M. N. MAGIS donne un résumé de la com-
munication suivante.

Plateumaris discolor (Panzer, 1795) in Japan
(Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae, Donaciinae)

by Pascal LAYS
Zoological Museum, University of Liege, 22 quai Ed. Van Beneden, B-4020 Liege.

In his key of Japanese species of Plateurnaris, KIMOTO (1983) who excludes the
existence of P. consimilis (a species formerly reported as living in Japan) gives
four species in the archipelago: Plateumnaris constricticolis (JACOBY), P. hirashimai
KIMOTO, P. shirahatai KIMOTO and P. sericea (L.).

After examination of Donaciinae coming from Japan: Mitsumori (alt.340 m),
Omotegou, FMA, 29.V.1988, 3 males, 2 females, Y. KOMIYA leg., and usually
identified, in Japan, as belonging to Plateumaris sericea, we can confirm the hy-
pothesis of Prof. Y. KOMIYA (personal communication) who first attracted attention
and thought that these specimens were in fact Plateumaris discolor (PANZER).

There are no fundamental morphological (external) differences between Euro-
pean and Japanese specimens of P. discolor. Concerning males’s edeagus, there
are also morphologically similar.

According to former and more recent litterature, P. sericea exhibits a wide
Palaearctic distribution, from West Europe to Japan, whereas P. discolor was only
recorded in Europe, with a subspecies, lacordairei, in iberian Peninsula (BORO-
WIEC, 1984).

Several remarks are essential:
1°- it seems that P. sericea does not exist in Japan;
2°- from that moment, what is the oriental limit of P. sericea’s geographical area
in Eurasia?
3°- lastly, is it conceivable that P. discolor of which Eastern limit in Europe
stops before Mount Ural, can reappear in Japan without any trace of its
presence in continental Asia?



