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Artil<els 

ABSTRACT 

Vanaverbeke J ., Degraer S., Haelters J., Kerckhof F., Seys J., Van 
Hoey G., Vandendriessche S. & Vandepitte L. 2020. A glance at sea. 
Biodiversity and protection of the marine life of the Belgian part of 
the North Sea. Natuur.focus 19(2): 86-95 [Jn DutchJ. 

The Belgian pa1t of the North Sea is a small but unique part of the 
Southern Nmth Sea, as it is characterised by a high habitat diversity. 
Historically the combination of mobile sands, sandbanks and gravel 
beds harboured rich and diverse communities, encompassing oyster 
beds, a rich gravel bed fauna and fish communities that were abundant­
ly present. The present situation is different, as the gravel and oyster 
habitats have (almost) disappeared due to bottom trawling activities. In 
addition to bottom trawling, the marine ecosystem of the Belgian part 

of the No1th Sea has been exposed toa rnultitude of pressures related to 
many human activities, which can be both located at sea (i.e. offshore 
wind farming) or find their origin on land (i.e. eutrophication). While 
legislation exists and measures are taken to protect the biodiversity 
and the functioning of the marine ecosystem, they regulate local acti ­
vities but do not act on the exposure of the marine ecosystem to global 
changes (sea surface temperature warming, ocean acidification). Future 
initiatives to strengthen the impoverished communities in the Belgian 
pa1i of the No1th Sea can include decreasing fishing pressure and the 
delineation of no-take zones. In addition future offshore windfarm can 
be installed according to a nature-inclusive design , to create habitat for 
native species whose natural habitat has been reduced or degraded. 
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