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Historical Changes of ‘East Sea’ Names from the Maps
of Japanese Foreign Ministry
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Abstract : As interest in the naming of the East Sea has increased since the UNCSGN held in 1992, research
on the naming of the ‘Fast Sea’ has been conducted with various viewpoints, and a number of papers and books
have been published. However, it is not well known that the boundaries of ‘Japan Sea’ is different from “East
Sea’, and Japan Sea includes waters from the west end of Jeju Island via the sea off the coast of Jindo to off
the coast of Busan. This study analyzed the maps included in the draft of fourth edition of IHO S-23 document
‘Limits of Oceans and Seas’. Compared with the 1st to 3rd editions, naming rule of the 1986 and 2002 draft
is hierarchical. Author aims to refresh that the Korea Strait was included in the Japan Sea’ and to verify the
hypothesis how Korea Strait was regarded as a part of Japan Sea. It seems victory in Korea Strait changed to
the victory of the Battle of the ‘Sea of Japan’ in Russo-Japanese War in 1905 by the Japanese naval leaders.
If the hypothesis is clearly proved through review of the historical documents of Japan and the IHO in the
future, it may become a turning point in the East Sea/Japan Sea naming problem.
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48. — Japan Sea.
On the Southwest.
The Northeastern limit of the China Seas (43, 46, 47).
On the Southeast.

In Shimonoseki Kaikyo.

A line running from Nagoya Saki (130°491/2'E.) in Kyu Shu
through the islands of Uma-Shima and Mutsure Shima (33° 58 1/2’' N.) to
Mura Saki Bana (34° 04’ N.) in Honshu.

On the East

In the Tsugaru Kaikyo.

From the extremity of Shiriya Saki (141°28' E.) to the extremity
of Yesan Saki (41° 48" N.).

On the Northeast.

In T.a Perouse Strait (Soya Kaikyo).

A line joining Soni Misaki and Nosshahu Misaki (43° 23’ N.).

On the N

From Tuik Point (51° 45’ N.) to Cape Sushcheva.

Vorth.
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