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The assemblages of demersal fish and associated species (cephalopods, gasteropods and crustaceans) 
on the Senegalese continental shelf (West Africa) are analysed in order to characterize their structure, 
diversity and evolution during the last decades. The biological data come from historical series of 
scientific trawling surveys. The analytical process, as well as the interpretation of the results, are 
directed towards an evaluation of the ecosystems effects of fishing, in a zone which has undergone an 
increasing pressure of commercial exploitation for several decades. The adequacy of the data for such 
a purpose is also discussed.
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