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In many countries a previously existing data centre has at some point been designated as the National
Oceanographic Data Centre (NODC). In the Netherlands a different approach was chosen.

Eight oceanographic institutions joined forces in 1997 and established a National Oceanographic Data
Committee. Within this committee the institutions are represented by their data management experts. The
eight institutions come from the governmental, scientific and private sectors and together manage over
90 % of all oceanographic data held in the Netherlands.

Since its inception this committee has become the national platform for oceanographic data management
and represents the Netherlands in international bodies like IODE, ICES-MDM and the European eaSearch

project.

In this poster the organisational structure is presented and both advantages and disadvantages of the
decentralised approach are discussed.
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