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The order Mysida is a group o f about 1000 species belonging to the Peracarid 
Crustaceans. The taxonomy o f this taxon is relatively well-studied although a structured 
g lobal overview is lacking. Com bin ing literature in form ation and collection data 
through a webbased database system (NeMys) offers possibilities to comprehend 
b iogeographical and m orpholog ica l patterns within the order.

All possible literature from different points o f view (taxonomical, b iogeographical, 
ecolog ica l, ...) is analysed and data on m orphology, ecology and geography is entered 
in the database. Collection data from collections all over the world are also added to 
the dataset. By creating summarising outputs from these huge databases it is possible to 
extract phylogenetic m orpholog ica l patterns which may help to understand relations 
within the whole order. Bringing all the b iogeographical records together on maps 
shows clearly distribution patterns o f species and possible links with physical o r 
b io log ica l environmental variables.

This study shows that making use o f recent technologies enlarges the group o f end- 
users o f the taxonom ical work. N ot only taxonomists but also people working in many 
other dom ains involved with the Mysida can benefit from the work done. Taxonomy can 
only survive when taking the d ig ita l highway!
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