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fig. 1 First page of Edmond Somville’s bibliography, Répertoire bibliographique a I'usage du touriste en Belgique: La Belgique historique,
monumentale et pittoresque of 1903, from the publisher’s series “Petite bibliotheque du Touring-club de Belgique.”
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Tourists in the Restoration Debate

A Bibliography of Belgian
Heritage (1903) by the Touring
club de Belgique

Around the turn of the twentieth century, printed matter for the
use of tourists came in many forms.' The Répertoire bibliographique
d l'usage du touriste en Belgique: La Belgique historique, monumen-
tale et pittoresque, printed in Brussels in 1903, is among the most
intriguing items in its genre.? While it is a touristic publication, it
is neither a guidebook nor an album. It is instead a collection of
references to other publications—a bibliography tailored to the
needs of the early-twentieth-century tourist in Belgium. Compiled
by Edmond Somville (1856-1925), a conservator at the Royal
Library of Belgium,? it was published by the print and publishing
house Vromant et Cie in their series called “Petite bibliothéque
du Touring-club de Belgique.”* It inventories 2,578 titles, both
foreign and domestic, that provide information about Belgium’s
various places of interest. A prominent restoration activist, and
a member of the Touring club de Belgique (TCB), promoted the
bibliography for its value to readers, particularly members of the
Touring club de Belgique, in forming opinions about the topic of
restoration hotly debated in earlier polemical articles.

The bibliography includes references to maps, albums of views
of local sites, and guidebooks, but many of the inventoried titles
were not direct products of contemporary tourism. For instance,
it lists recent editions of obscure travel accounts from the Middle
Ages and the early modern period. It also lists scholars’ dictionar-
ies, folkloric studies, historical atlases, and articles from journals
of archaeological societies. The Répertoire was therefore consid-
ered an ideal entry point into the literature on Belgium’s local
history and heritage. In a 1923 publication, the German archi-
tectural historian Paul Clemen found the bibliography to be the
clearest window onto the country’s “unusually extensive but at the
same time extraordinarily scattered provincial and local histor-
ical literature.”®

For historians of tourism and of belle époque Belgium,
the bibliography is still a useful mine of references.® The Réper-
toire bibliographique is also in itself an object of historical interest
because of how its publication connects to the development of
the TCB. The founding of this cycling club in 1895, a symptom
of the contemporary explosion of bicycle use, soon had many
members.” It was modeled after similar associations of cyclists
in other countries. While directly affiliated with the Touring-club
de France, founded in 1890, and Touring Club Italiano, founded
in 1894, the TCB joined the broader landscape of national tour-
ist associations. The Cyclists’ Touring Club in Great Britain was
formed in 1875, the Algemene Nederlandsche Wielrijders-Bond in
the Netherlands in 1883, and the Allgemeine Radfahrer-Union in
Germany in 1885.8 These associations were all successful because
they geared their activities to “cyclotourism” rather than to sports
or athletic events.® Rather than simply promoting races to a small
demographic of able bachelors, they instead presented the lofty
world of excursions by bicycle to a much larger demographic of
leisure-seekers.

The Belgian association supported its members in different
ways. It managed chalets, secured reduced prices at hotels, and
organized group excursions.”® The TCB’s primary activity, however,
was to kindle tourism through the dissemination of information,
of which the publication of the Répertoire bibliographique was one
outcome.™ The association also edited the occasional guidebook,
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fig.2 The relocation of the TCB head office in 1904 was
discussed in an article on the first page of the December 25
issue of the Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique.

fig. 3 The top left photograph shows honorary president
Prince Albert (sixth from the left) inspecting TCB'’s
publications with editor Georges Leroy (fourth from the
right). From Edmond Séaut and Georges Leroy, “Le prince
Albert au siége social,” Bulletin officiel du Touring club de
Belgique, May 30,1908, 218.

fig.2

fig.3

but its most important publication was the Bulletin officiel du Touring
club de Belgique, distributed to members on a monthly and later
bi-weekly basis. According to the TCB’s own statistics, this bulletin
soon became Belgium’s third most widely circulating periodical.”

While the TCB appointed delegates to disseminate infor-
mation on a local basis,” the publishing work was conducted by
editors in the association’s head office in Brussels. There, editors
and members could consult the association’s library, which was
decorated with a royal bust and prints of cyclists in different areas
of the country.”* Although an extension of the TCB’s general pro-
ject to provide information to members, the bibliography ventures
beyond the initial contours of that focus: its publication was an
act of both compiling and disseminating information.

The TCB was also a civil interest group with a politically liberal
orientation.™ Its head office was located in Brussels’ government
quarter, near the parliament and the royal palace.’® The TCB
affected government policies both through publishing efforts and
by currying favour with influential people. In its various publishing
ventures, it kindled the spirit of local travel by aestheticizing the
countryside, while also pushing the government to accelerate
the modernization of Belgium’s network of roads.” The associa-
tion was also vocal about protecting and managing cultural and
natural heritage, sometimes entering into critical dialogue with
the Royal Monuments Commission.'

Disclosing useful books by means of a bibliography comple-
mented the panoply of other services the association provided to
its members. The bibliography also reinforced the association’s
capacity to affect the management of national heritage. Around
the turn of the twentieth century, when the Répertoire bibliographique
was published, questions about the restoration of historic monu-
ments arose among the members of the TCB, in line with questions
arising elsewhere in Europe.” Some parties, concerned about the
erasure of valuable traces of time and of history, criticized how
a restoration often entailed the idealization of a building, while
others believed that idealization was inherent to any process of
conservation. The association began to publicize the views of its
member-tourists in its bulletin. It was in this context that the imma-
nent publication of the Répertoire bibliographique was announced in
the members’ bulletin in January 1903.2° The bibliography, lauded
as an empowering tool, would soon be available to help tourists
plan their journeys. Not only could it be used to prepare itinerar-
ies, but it would be a resource for those who had already visited
Belgium’s monuments and wished to publish their own observa-
tions. By consulting the bibliography, they could integrate into
their travel accounts both historic sources and the most recent
studies on Belgian heritage.

Scope and structure

The Reépertoire bibliographique is divided into twelve sections.
Although the publication lacks an introduction or preface, its
first section has an overarching character. It bundles together
references to about two hundred titles with a national scope,
divided into seven themes, from accounts of travel in Belgium
before the nineteenth century to toponymy, archeology, and fine
arts. The bulk of the bibliography, in nine sections, is devoted
to each of the (then) nine administrative provinces of Belgium.
Two more brief sections about the regions of Flanders and the
Ardennes—delineations that do not correspond to those of the
administrative provinces—introduce a sense of cultural topo-
graphy to the bibliography.

Each of the nine provincial sections opens with the titles
that cover the entire province at hand. Within these provincial
sections, titles are then grouped according to specific urban
centers and surrounding rural sites. In this way, the bibliography
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mation fr. 44,465.75.

Amélioration de la partie de la route de Maldegem vers Aarden-
burg, traversant le hameau Molentje de la commune de Maldegem ;
estimation 29,000 francs.

E. CARNIAUX.

Bibliothéque du T. C. B.
£¥ Hommages et acquisilions

G. CELIs. — La Cathédrale de Saint-Bavon, guide du visi-
teur, brochure in-12, 51 p. Gand. Siffer, 1906. Ce petit guide,
publié en francais et en flamand. intéressera tous ceux qui s'atta-
chent & connaitre en détail les richesses de nos vieilles cathédrales,
parmi lesquelles celle de Saint-Bavon, & Gand, est une des plus
célébres. Prix : fr. 0.75.

Don de lauteur.
_Recueil administratif publié sous les auspices de la Fédéra-
tion du personnel administratif des Ponts et Chaussées, compre-
nant par ordre chronologique les lois, arrétés, instructions,
circulaires et dépéches qui régissent les services des Ponts et
Chaussées. 1 vol. gr. in-8’, 809 p. Gand, Van Doosselaere, 1906.

Don de I'administration des Ponts et Chaussées.

Cours de géographie : La Province d’Anvers. — Dans
le n* de décembre 1906 nous avons signalé le fascicule Brabant
sans pouvoir en annoncer le prix. La Province d’Anvers, qui
forme le n° 3 de la série, venant précisément de paraitre, nous
informons nos sociétaires qu'ils pourront se procurer chacun des
deux fascicules au T. . B. au prix de fr. 1.50 (1.25).
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privées. — L’Ecole de pe
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Les Eremitani.— La sculpt

Vérone. — Aspect génér
[’antiquité. — Le théatre,
Théodoric et Pépin. — Do
Signoria, le Castello Vecc
Santo. — Les « intarsiato
Pisanello, médailleur et pe

Prix: broché fr. 4.00 (3!

Don de I'éditeur Laurens.

E. SaAuBrEE. — Liste «
Nous sommes en mesure |
exemplaires de cet ouvrag
Belgique, leur population,
(chemin de fer, poste, vicin
le tout avec distances. Vi
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in-8° de 128 pages avec 24

Rembrandt, par E. Verl

Van Dyck, par Fierens-(

Ruysdael, par G. Riat.

Rubens, par G. Geffroy.

Jordaens, par Fierens-G

Dons de I'éditeur Laurens.

J. InpRECQ. — Le Cod
doré sur tranches, reliure
indications et commentaire
les formalités a accomplir
tion, ventes ou reventes, (

Fig.4 The touring club’s librarian, Edmond Séaut, wrote a regular column, called
“Bibliographie,” in the club’s periodical. Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique,

March 30,1907, 89.

fig.4

reflects an urban perspective of the nation’s territory. For example,
in the section on Brabant,?' after its general discussion, the city
of Brussels itself is first richly documented. The city’s faubourgs
(suburbs) and environs follow, then the towns and sites deeper
within the province.?? Sections on Belgium’s other provinces are
similar, documenting first the provincial capitals and then the
more remote locations around those cities.

This order can be related to the history of cyclist culture.
Pascal Delheye and Stijn Knuts describe how early cyclist tourism
helped to knit remote patches of the territory into the national
fabric of Belgium.?® A finely meshed network of (neighbourhood)
railways had already made the countryside accessible, but the
advent of the bicycle, the first means of individual mechanized
transportation, further expanded the landscape of national tour-
ism. The bicycle allowed the urban elite to explore Belgium from
city centers outward, hoisting bicycles onto local trains, coaches,
and yachts to see what their nation had to offer.?*

The Répertoire bibliographique was not the TCB’s first bibliographic
undertaking. Ever since its founding, the TCB collected books in
its head office, whose librarian, Edmond Séaut, regularly briefed
members on the development of the club’s collection with a biblio-
graphic column.? To understand the specific scope of the Répertoire
bibliographique it is useful to notice how, thematically speaking, it
diverged from the collection of the head office. The catalogue of
the library, published in 1908, shows that most items in the library
related to matters of transportation.The collection also included
sports manuals and technical manuals on the maintenance of vehi-
cles. It also kept periodicals of various athletic cycling clubs, as
well as maps and itineraries.?® Unlike the Répertoire bibliographique,
though, the library did not feature any titles about Belgian heritage.

The bibliography compiled by Somville for the TCB also
diverged from international bibliographic practices for tourism at
the time. The Touring-club de France (TCF), for instance, collab-
orated with Paul Otlet’s Institut international de bibliographie in
Brussels. The bibliographic ambitions of the TCF first emerged
in 1898, and in 1902 Otlet’s institute was commissioned to begin
collecting bibliographic data and create index cards.? Their biblio-
graphic initiative adhered closely to the focus of the French head
office library, which was similar to that of the TCB library: trans-
portation and sports, rather than places, buildings, or their history.
This French bibliographic operation disregarded heritage entirely.

The dissimilar thematic ortientation of the Belgian biblio-
graphy was also noted abroad. At the TCF, Louis Farges, a pioneer in
setting up the French network of “syndicats d’initiatives” that would
become local tourist information centers,?8 wrote that France had no
bibliographic publication like the Belgian one that informed natu-
ralists, archeologists, and historians about the territory.?® Farges’
comment shows that in its specialism, the Belgian bibliography
did not emulate a foreign example. Instead, the TCB bibliography
responded to conditions particular to Belgium.

The bulletin’s monumental turn

Specific circumstances conditioned the bibliographic project for
Belgian tourists. A close reading of the TCB’s periodical shows
that the publication of the bibliography coincided with an edito-
rial reorientation in the periodical toward monumental heritage.
By the time the TCB first announced the upcoming publication
of its Repertoire bibliographique, the space the periodical devoted to
monuments had increased substantially. The publication of the
bibliography also coincided with a striking turn to heritage in the
illustrations for the bulletin’s front pages.

For the bulletin’s first issue, of April 1895, the image that
decorates the heading on the front page signals the TCB’s agenda
to procure exemption of customs for cycling tourists who crossed
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fig.5 lllustration on the cover of the first issue, April 1895,
of the Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique.
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fig.6
fig. 6 lllustration on the cover of the May 1895 issue of Bulletin
officiel du Touring club de Belgique.
figs.7,8

following pages

fig. 7 The cover of the January 19083 issue of the Bulletin
officiel du Touring club de Belgique juxtaposes the lion
statue of the Gileppe river dam with a view of the citadel of
Dinant, the Nieuwerck colonnade that runs under the Ypres
city hall, Antwerp’s Steen castle, and the belfry of Mons.

fig. 8 The cover of the January 1904 issue of the Bulletin
officiel du Touring club de Belgique features the ruin of

the castle at La Roche, the Rabot city gate of Ghent, the
city hall of Leuven, and the town square of Sint-Truiden.

the national border. The image is of cyclists crossing from France
into Belgium, waving their hats at a saluting customs officer. The
officer stands outside the door of his hut and lets the cyclists pass
without stopping.

Drawings on subsequent front pages also focused on topics rele-
vant to the TCB. The illustrations on the covers of the May and June
1895 issues, for example, reveal the association’s urban outlook
of the countryside. In the foreground of the May issue, a pair of
smartly dressed cyclists leave behind the skyline of Brussels, trad-
ing the nation’s capital for the countryside surrounding it. The
skyline is recognizable as Brussels by the landmarks that rise over
the city, such as St. Gudula cathedral, the Colonne du Congreés,
and the palace of justice. The presence of these monuments in the
image is ambiguous: they seem to be not so much destinations for
tourism as representations of the urban life from which tourists
sought relief on their bicycles. Readers could identify with the
cyclists, who exude a sense of carefree abandon at leaving behind
that clearly urban context.

This interpretation is strengthened by the multiplicity of
other early covers showing cyclists in different locations, where
buildings contrast with countryside. Later covers began to show
various modes of transportation. Perhaps the TCB editors revealed
a growing confidence in the range of readership. By abandoning
the exclusive representation of cyclists on the front pages, the
editors effectively stopped presenting a reassuring mirror image
to the cyclist membership.

With the publication of the January 1903 issue, in which the
Reépertoire bibliographique was first announced to the TCB readership,
the bicycle vanished altogether from the covers of the bulletin.
It was replaced not just with different subjects but with a wholly
new type of cover design: cartouches of monuments from local
town centers, each isolated within their own graphic border. The
cartouches of monuments were creatively arranged around the
touring club’s name and the table of contents for each new issue.
From then on, the covers foregrounded local monuments and sites
as the motifs of tourism.

In an article in a 1906 issue, one of the bulletin’s editors confirmed
that the new type of front page design used as of 1903 signalled a
change in editorial focus.3° The reorientation was spearheaded by
Arthur Cosyn (1868-1927), who was also an executive at the Visserie
Belge screw factory in Brussels’ royal suburb of Laeken and who
wrote guidebooks for the TCB.3' Cosyn was one of the people
labouring to procure a voice in the realm of heritage protection.
He represented the TCB at the conferences of organizations who
mobilized for heritage preservation in the face of rapid urbaniza-
tion and industrialization, such as the Fédération archéologique
et historique de Belgique (founded in 1884) and the Société nation-
ale pour la protection des sites et monuments de Belgique (1892).%?
He called for the legal protection of landscapes and promoted the
“esthétique des villes” urbanism of Charles Buls, Brussels’ liberal
mayor and an honorary TCB member.*® Cosyn campaigned in
particular to protect countryside churches from certain types of
drastic and transformative restoration that were in vogue at the time.
Cosyn’s restoration activism predated the creation of the
TCB. Originally, Cosyn had joined the TCB board as an author of
cycling guidebooks. His first, published in 1894 and co-authored
with Louis Maingie, was Guide du vélocipédiste aux environs de
Bruxelles.3* It was succeeded, in 1898, by Sites brabancons: prom-
enades champeétres en Brabant; then another cycling guidebook,
of 1900, for three areas, Campine in the north of Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg; and Le Brabant inconnu in 1911.%°
Cosyn’s Guide du velocipédiste, of the area around Brussels,
is among the first guidebooks written specifically for cyclists. The
guidebook provides sixty-seven itineraries, nearly all starting in the
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fig. 9 Inthis spread of the bulletin, Arthur Cosyn'’s criticism of the restoration of Villers-la-Ville is juxtaposed with Jos Van Damme’s defense of the restoration
of the Our Lady of Vivenkapelle chapel. Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique (September 1901): 248-249.
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fig.9

center of Brussels and leading to several neighbouring villages. The
guidebook also mentions various restorations, almost all of them
favourably. The final itinerary in the book, though, contains some
critical commentary. This final tour takes cyclists to the locality of
Vlezenbeek, southwest of Brussels. It lashes out against the “peu
artistiques enluminures,” the artless illuminations that the artists
of the “école de Saint-Luc” had applied there to restore the medieval
appearance of Vlezenbeek’s parish church.3®

Cosyn’s voice became more militant four years later with
his next guidebook, Sites brabancons, which is entirely dedicated to
the protection of sites, and in which we find Cosyn calling for the
restoration of rural chapels and parish churches.?” In his cycling
guidebook of 1900, 4 Vau-le-vent: Itinéraires vélocipédiques. Canipine—
Hollande— Littoral-Grand-duché de Luxembourg, Cosyn did not cover
the Brabant region, but his Le Brabant inconnu of 1911 shows how his
position with regard to restoration had become more articulate and
much more critical. He now warns against the practice of resto-
ration altogether, informed by his critiques of the restorations of
the very same chapels and churches he had previously called for.
The 1894 guidebook, which Cosyn had co-authored, demanded, for
example, the restoration of the church of Our Lady of Lombeek,
whereas the 1911 guidebook lamented the restoration done in the
intervening years. Even before-and-after photographs were used
in Le Brabant inconnu to denounce these restorations.%8

Cosyn authored his first comprehensive statement on
restoration for the TCB’s bulletin in June 1899. In this article,
“Esthétique dans les églises,” Cosyn denounces a restoration that
removes traces of time by homogenizing the style of a building’s
architecture and decoration. He dwelled exclusively on the resto-
rations of the ecclesiastically sanctioned architects of the St. Luke
Schools, a group of vocational schools that trained artists and
architects.®® Cosyn opposed the sort of “reconstitutions archéolo-
architecturales” with which these architects medievalized rural
churches.*® The restorations of the St. Luke architects tended to
make all parts of old buildings conform to a neo-Gothic ideal.

Cosyn asserted that the authenticity of all of Belgium’s
major urban churches had already been lost to neo-Gothic “métier
de vandale” (vandal craft) through restoration.* He deemed the
TCB well placed to prevent obscure churches from succumb-
ing to similar destructive activity. He envisioned the TCB as a
more activistic entity: “le Touring Club se doit-il a lui méme de
s’intéresser activement aux questions d’esthétique.”#? He thus
called for the edification of TCB members about the architecture
they might encounter. As early as April 1901, he communicated
that the TCB board would seek out experts to make instructive
contributions. To enlarge the agency of tourists in the realm of
heritage, the board expressed its intent to initiate “le monde tour-
iste aux questions d’art, d’archéologie, etc. en faisant appel a la
collaboration d’écrivains réputés et autorisés.”*3

In the pages of the TCB periodical, several TCB members
objected to Cosyn’s vitriolic attack on the architects of the St. Luke
Schools.** In an exchange of words, primarily between Cosyn and
Jos Van Damme, who counseled the TCB board but about whom
little more is known, Van Damme points out that Cosyn entirely
reserved his criticism for those architects associated with the Saint
Luke vocational schools who applied their Gothic revival archi-
tecture in restorations. Moreover, Van Damme not only defends
these restorations but employs a confessional vocabulary paired
with a sincere interest in local devotions. He would rather see
the critical tourism that Cosyn advocated in the villages around
Brussels replaced by tours of exemplarily restored buildings near
Bruges. In May 1901, he advised readers, for instance, to travel to
Our Lady of Vivenkapelle. Desecrated in the wake of the French
Revolution, this chapel was restored and later expanded under
the tutelage of Jean-Baptiste Bethune, the leading Belgian Gothic
Revival architect and founder of the St. Luke Schools.*®
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The restoration debate at that moment was being waged in the
media of all implicated associations along the same lines, accord-
ing to Herman Stynen, with “picturesques” like Cosyn opposing
“aesthetes” like Van Damme. The “picturesques” argued like
archaeologists, stating that monuments are bearers—documents—
of historical information. To those espousing the picturesque,
called the “picturesques,” a monument was properly restored if its
stratified historical complexity was preserved. In Belgium, such
minimalistic preservationists were often political liberals who
opposed Catholic adepts of the St. Luke movement. The “aesthetes,”
however, argued along the lines of interventionistic architects: they
would typically restore a monument in an idealizing manner to
imagined stylistic integrity. However, both positions were predi-
cated on a similar historicism, and individuals regularly changed
their stance on restoration according to political opportunism.*®

Lessons in national archeology

Despite the opposition he faced, Cosyn remained the TCB’s
dominant voice in matters of heritage, interacting with the Royal
Monuments Commission and mobilizing about specific heritage
sites. Cosyn also realized his promise of April 19or1 to have others
edify the TCB tourists. The TCB provided a platform by which
several contributors reinforced the TCB’s involvement with herit-
age and eventually promoted the publication of the bibliography.
After the direct confrontation between Cosyn and Van
Damme, two new article series indirectly perpetuated the debate
about preservation and restoration. Beginning in 1902, each issue
of the TCB bulletin presented either an urban history of one of
Belgium’s historic towns in the provinces or a fascicle of a four-
teen-part series called “Archéologie.” The urban histories were
often written by Van Damme. He would also highlight restora-
tions, such as those by the architect Auguste Van Assche, but he
never connected the examples to the controversy.*” The “Archéol-
ogie” series was the work of the architect Jules Rau. Rau, a close
friend of Victor Horta, had an architecture practice in Brussels
and taught at the Académie des beaux-arts in Mons.*8 In contrast
to Van Damme, Rau explicitly connects his series to the contro-
versy. Rau furnishes the first of the edifying contributions Cosyn
had promised, and he also signals that his series was prompted
by the restoration debate within the TCB:
Les récentes polémiques échangées par quelques ‘esthétes’
duT. C. de Belgique sur l'interprétation et la restauration de
nos monuments, ont eu pour effet d’attacher le grelot et de
suggérer a notre Président [...] I'idée d’ouvrir les colonnes
de notre Bulletin touringuiste a la publication de quelques
notions sommaires d’archéologie.*®

He would teach the TCB cyclists how to relate buildings to “notre
passé architectural.”®® Without mentioning Eugéne Emmanuel
Viollet-le-Duc, Rau clearly paraphrases an idea from the French
architect-archeologist’s introduction of the Dictionnaire raisonné
de l'architecture francaise when he refers to “nationality” as the
diachronic continuity that can be discerned in local buildings of
successive cultural eras.5'

At the same time, Rau’s series also inserts Belgium into a
history of Western architecture. He chronicles his way from Celtic
megaliths to modern buildings—from the caverns of the first men
to the contemporary art nouveau of Brussels’ bourgeoisie. The
series navigates prehistory, classical archaeology, Egyptology
and Biblical archaeology, introducing Karnak, Nineveh, and the
catacombs of Rome. It took seven instalments for Rau to even
mention the first building on Belgian soil. This first Belgian build-
ing is the Romanesque Chapel of the Holy Blood in Bruges. This
evocatively restored building famously housed a Passion relic
imported from Jerusalem. Rau characterizes the Romanesque
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figs.10-12

fig.9

fig.13

following pages

fig. 10 The sixth instalment of architect Jules Rau’s
introduction to national archaeology in the TCB periodical
depicts the fagade of Jerusalem’s basilica of the Holy
Sepulchre. Jules Rau, “Archéologie,” Bulletin officiel

du Touring club de Belgique (October 1902): 342.

fig. 11 The seventh instalment of the introduction to national
archaeology uses Celtic megalyths to break chronological
continuity. Jules Rau, “Archéologie,” Bulletin officiel du
Touring club de Belgique (January 1903): 51.

fig. 12 The ninth instalment of the archaeological series
depicts the fagade of the cathedral of Antwerp. Jules Rau,
“Archéologie,” Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique
(April 1903): 156.

fig. 13 The eighth installment of Jules Rau’s “Archéologie”
series featured photographs before and after the restoration
of the Maison du Roi in Brussels (second and third images
from the left). Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique
(April 1903): 158-159.

chapel as a building by foreign zealots, its architecture an import,
a product of a foreign culture. In that sense he likens the building
to the relic it housed. The series then quickly moves on to retrieve
the “esprit de liberté” of Flemish city halls, looking first at the
Gothic architecture of Brussels’ St. Gudula cathedral.%?

The narrative of the “Archéologie” series disregards chrono-
logy only once, in a way that is quite telling about its ideological
underpinnings. Between the instalments on the religious Roman-
esque and the bourgeois Gothic, Rau conspicuously inserts an
illustrated aside on Belgium’s largest Celtic megalith, a “druidic
stone”. As a result, the prehistoric monument severs religious
import from the national architecture of urban liberty, generating
a narrative tabula rasa where it suited the cause of liberal nation
building. By ostracizing the Romanesque, Rau divorces the Chris-
tian past from the history of the Belgian nation: “[Cl’est du x11°
sieécle que datent véritablement les débuts de I'histoire de notre
architecture, de nos arts, de notre littérature, de nos lois et de nos
droits communiers, qui furent ceux de notre civilisation belge.”53

The archaeological series calls attention to two restoration projects.
In both cases Rau sided with Cosyn’s preservationism. The first
project concerns the ruins of the twelfth-century abbey of Villers-
la-Ville, a site that looms large in the history of Belgian tourism.
The abbey was nationalized in the wake of the French revolution.
Then it was sold, and it subsequently fell into ruin. Around the
turn of the century, however, Belgium’s Catholic government
had the Royal Monuments Commission prepare the ruins for
total restoration. The restored abbey of Villers was to become an
icon of restored Catholic rule.>* In defiance of the government’s
plan, the TCB organized a collective excursion to the ruins on
July 14, 1901, sending cyclists to the site to celebrate the anniver-
sary of the very revolution that brought the abbey to ruin in the
first place. Cosyn chronicled the excursion and also criticized a
restoration of a symbolic part of the building that was executed
by architect Charles Licot to prefigure the government’s plans.5®
Rau’s lessons in national archeology explicitly questioned the
Catholic government’s plan to restore the ruins: Rau speculated
that the envisioned restoration of the abbey would end the life of
Villers’ “ruines vivantes.”%®

The second restoration Rau touched on was the Maison du
Roi at Brussels’ Grand Place.%” Perhaps out of political consid-
eration, Rau refrained from spelling out an explicit critique on
this flagship restoration of Brussels’ liberal city council, but he
illustrated the building’s incredible transformation with before-
and-after photography, raising questions in a visual way.58

Rau’s close alignment with Cosyn’s preservationism is also appar-
ent from a contemporary episode that Cosyn proudly refers to
in his 1911 Le Brabant inconnu guidebook.®® In 1902 the Brabant
parish of Sint-Pieters-Leeuw was planning the sale of its fore-
most baroque altarpiece to finance a Gothicizing restoration of
its church. In the TCB bulletin, Cosyn called on government to
prevent the parish from selling the altarpiece, and he managed
to gain control over the whole of the restoration.®® By leveraging
his political connections, he transferred the management of the
ongoing project from the parish’s architect to an architect of his
choosing. This architect was Jules Rau, Cosyn’s “estimable col-
légue” on the TCB’s general council.®’

An empowering instrument

In 1903, with Rau’s series up and running, Cosyn wrote two
articles in the bulletin to promote the bibliography as another
edifying tool.6? He referred to the bibliography’s author, the
Royal Library conservator Edmond Somville, as someone “qui
depuis longtemps, s’occupe de grouper des renseignements sur
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les sources bibliographiques de la Belgique considérée au point
de vue de ses sites, de ses monuments, de son histoire, etc.”® The
Repertoire bibliographique would make authors out of travellers,
Cosyn wrote, sharpening pens for TCB causes:
Grace a cette publication tous ceux qui entreprendront un
travail descriptif concernant une portion quelconque du
territoire belge, —ceux, par exemple, qui se proposent de
publier une relation de voyage dans notre ‘Bulletin’ ou dans
un autre journal, —pourront se documenter, sans devoir
se livrer a des recherches.5*

If Rau’s lessons in national archaeology supplied a theoretical
framework in line with Cosyn’s preservationism, did the biblio-
graphy also side with its promotor? Could the bibliography be
said to complement Rau’s framework with (references to) ample
historical data? There is little to suggest partiality in the biblio-
graphy. It featured not a single title by Rau or Van Damme, and
even some of Cosyn’s own publications were not included.®® Titles
on the subject of restoration were referenced in the bibliography,
but even in the section on the province of Brabant, only four out of
460 titles have restoration as their main subject.®® And it contains
no obvious marks of the TCB’s liberal orientation. Admittedly,
the bibliography relegated Catholic pilgrimage to the section
on folklore and myth, but overall the bibliography is ideologi-
cally inclusive: Catholic histories and Christian archaeology, for
example, are prominent in the general section on the fine arts.®’

'The Reépertoire bibliographique eludes the preservationism
of Cosyn. Hence Jos Van Damme, the TCB’s Catholic maverick,
did not see any problem in referring to the bibliography while
praising medievalizing restoration.®® If anything, the countless
references collected in the bibliography highlighted the historical
relativity of the restoration debate. The bibliography inventories
the literary inheritance of a century’s worth of travel accounts and
historical learning about Belgium’s monuments and sites. Moreo-
ver, its first section gathers accounts that predate the nineteenth
century, which puts the tourism of the early twentieth century
into some perspective. In light of earlier motives to study archi-
tectural heritage, the motive of nation builders like Rau may have
appeared ephemeral and historically conditioned. The perspec-
tives of nation builders on travel and heritage must have seemed
of fleeting importance to a cyclist who might have perused the
histories of eighteenth-century Benedictine missions itemized
in the first pages of the bibliography.®® That cyclist may have felt
similarly alienated from contemporary cyclist tourism by finding
Cosyn’s cycling guidebooks itemized in the bibliography next to
an early eighteenth-century edition of Sanderus’s Chorographia
sacra Brabantiae, published in The Hague as Le grand thédtre sacré du
duché de Brabant, “4 tomes en 2 vol., gr. [grand] in-fol. [in folio].”7°

Perhaps the historical perspective that the bibliography
introduced actually helped to settle controversy. After the resto-
ration debate was imported into the ranks of the TCB, the club
bulletin began to serialize some of the same old travelogues in the
bibliography.” So even beyond the bibliography, the TCB editors
generated historical consciousness about practices of travel. They
may even have intentionally raised awareness about the shifting
appreciation of monuments. Publishing historical travel accounts
and discussions about them undoubtedly instilled a sense of the
historical relativity of how art and architectural heritage are valued
and assessed.

The bibliography was a timely artefact in that respect. Its
year of publication, 1903, was also the year that Alois Riegl, the
Viennese art historian, published the essay Der Moderne Denkmal-
kultus: Sein Wesen und seine Entstehung. In much more explicit
fashion than the Belgian bibliography may have done, this essay
conveyed a sense of how the valuation of monuments is histor-
ically conditioned.”? National tourism, and the elite variant

174 Tourists in the Restoration Debate



1 I would like to thank Maarten Lief-
ooghe and Maarten Delbeke for their guid-
ance and for involving me in the preparation
of the PriArc conference that led up to this
publication.

2 Edmond Somville, La Belgique his-
torique, pittoresque et monumentale: Réper-
toire bibliographique a l'usage du touriste en
Belgique (Brussels: Vromant, 1903).

3 Fernand Remy, “Edmond Somville,”
Biographie Nationale 33, no. 5 (1965): 6.
4 Onthe inauguration of the series, see

Edmond Séaut, “Petite bibliotheque duT.C.B.,"
Bulletin officiel du Touring club de Belgique,
July 1899, 149. The title for this bulletin will
hereinafter be abbreviated as BOTCB.

5 “[UIngewdhnlich ausgedehnten,
aber zugleich auBerordentlich zerstreuten
provinzialen und lokalgeschichtlichen Litera-
tur” Paul Clemen, Belgische Kunstdenkméler
(Munich: F. Bruckmann, 1923), vi.

6 Two studies that refer to the biblio-
graphy are Marc Constandt, “De reisgidsen
voor Belgié: Een aanloop tot repertoriéring,”
Belgisch Tijdschrift voor Nieuwste Geschie-
denis 16,n0s.1-2 (1985): 245, and Liesbet Nys,
De intrede van het publiek: Museumbezoek in
Belgié 1830-1914 (Leuven: Leuven University
Press, 2012),91-92.

7 The TCB currently remains a promi-
nent provider of roadside assistance. Forthe
association’s most recent rendering of its own
history, see “125 Jaar Touring,” https:/www.
touring.be/nl/125-jaar.

8 Bruno Notteboom, “‘Ouvrons les
yeux!": Stedenbouw en beeldvorming van
het landschap in Belgié 1890-1940" (PhD
diss., Universiteit Gent, 2009), 299. See also
Donald Weber, “Automobilisering en de over-
heid in Belgié voor 1940” (PhD diss., Univer-
siteit Gent, 2008), 98. For a topical outsider’s
account on the founding of the TCB, see
“Cyclisme: Touring Club de Belgique,” Jour-
nal de Bruxelles, February 24,1895, n.p.

9 A.R. H.Baker, Amateur Musical Soci-
eties and Sports Clubs in Provincial France,
1848-1914 (Cambridge: Palgrave Macmillan,
2017),170-172. See also Donald Weber, De bljj-
de intrede van de automobiel in Belgié: 1895-
1940 (Ghent: Academia Press, 2011), 31-32;
Donald Weber, “Wielerbond versus Touring
Club: de strijd om de fietstoerist,” Zuurvrij:
berichten uit het AMVC-Letterenhuis, spe-
cial issue ‘Velodromen: Fietsaffiches uit het
Letterenhuis’ (2020): 100-111.

10 On the TCB’s chalet in the Bois de la
Cambre, see “Le chélet du touring club de
Belgique,” BOTCB, July 1895, 10. For accounts
of the TCB's presence at fairs, see Georges
Leroy, “Le T. C. B. a I'Exposition des Sports
a Spa,” BOTCB, October 1904, 370; “L'hotel
du T.C.B. au salon de I'automobile,” BOTCB,
February 1906, 57.

1 Upon its founding, the association
profiled itself as a national provider of tour-
istic information. “A messieurs les membres
du Touring-club de Belgique,” BOTCB, April
1895, 1. See also TCB's statutes, which were
circulated as a supplement to the 1896 vol-
ume of the Bulletin officiel, in Catalogue de
la bibliothéque du Touring Club de Belgique
(Brussels: Georges Piquart, 1908), n.p.

12 Notteboom, “Ouvrons les yeux!™, 299.
For statistics on the circulation of the mag-
azine and membership numbers, see also
Georges Leroy, “Le bulletin officiel bimensuel,”

BOTCB, September 1906, 269-272. On the
periodicals of Belgium'’s different tourist asso-
ciations, see Rik Herman, Zuidnederlandse
toeristische tijdschriften 1895-1960 (Antwerp:
Centrum voor Studie en Documentatie, 1972).
13 On the 220 local members active by
the end of 1895, see Weber, “Automobiliser-
ing,”104-105.

14 For descriptions of the original and the
relocated libraries, see respectively: “Ouver-
ture des nouveaux locaux du Touring-Club
de Belgique,” BOTCB, October 1896, 1-2, and
Eugéne Carniaux, “Le nouveau local du T.C.B."
BOTCB, December 24,1904, 405-406.On the
royal patronage enjoyed by the association,
see E. Séaut, “Le Touring Club sous le haut
patronage de sa majesté le Roi,” BOTCB,
December 1895, n.p.

15 Onthe ideologically competing Cath-
olic (‘Vlaamse Toeristenbond’) and socialist
(‘Arbeiders Toeristenbond’) associations,
see Notteboom, “Ouvrons les yeux!,” 53.
On Catholic politics and heritage in tourist
associations, see Marnix Beyen, “Historische
grootheid binnen handbereik: de Vlaamse
Toeristenbond (VTB) als schepper van ‘lieux
de mémoire,” in Duurzamer dan graniet: over
monumenten en Vlaamse beweging, ed. Frank
Seberechts (Tielt: Lannoo, 2003), 155-170.
16 On the relocation of the head office
from Rue des Vanniers to Passage de la Bib-
liotheque (today’s Rue baron Horta) in 1904, see
Eugéne Carniaux, “Le nouveau local du T.C.B."
BOTCB, December 24,1904, 405-406.

17 Bruno Notteboom, “Ouvrons les yeux!"”
299-312; David Peleman, “Les hommes de la
route, engineering the urban society of the
modern road in Belgium,1889-1962" (PhD diss.,
Universiteit Gent, 2013), 23-24, 148, 333-336,
358-359.

18 Herman Stynen, De onvoltooid verleden
tijd: een geschiedenis van monumenten- en
landschapszorg in Belgié 1835-1940 (Brussels:
Stichting Vlaams Erfgoed, 1998), 195,197, 203,
212-213.

19 On the restoration debate in Belgium
between 1898 and 1902, see Stynen, De on-
voltooid verleden tijd, 201-211. For the interna-
tional context of the restoration debate, see, for
instance, W. F. Denslagen, Omstreden herstel.
Kritiek op het restaureren van monumenten.
Een thema uit de architectuurgeschiedenis
van Engeland, Frankrijk, Duitsland en Neder-
land (1779-1953) (The Hague: Staatsuitgeverij,
1987); Astrid Swenson, The Rise of Heritage:
Preserving the Past in France, Germany and
England, 1789-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2013); Miles Glendinning, The
Conservation Movement: A History of Archi-
tectural Preservation, Antiquity to Modernity
(Abingdon: Routledge, 2013).

20 Arthur Cosyn, “Une bibliographie du
tourisme,” BOTCB, January 1903, 31.

21 Somville, Répertoire bibliographique,
14-36.

22 Somville, Répertoire bibliographique,
21,28.

23 Pascal Delheye and Stijn Knuts, “Con-
necting City and Countryside? Faces of
Cycling Mobility in Belgium, 1890-1914,” Dutch
Crossing: Journal of Low Countries Studies 37,
no. 3 (November 2013): 240-259.

24 See, for instance, “Les billets circu-
laires cyclistes,” BOTCB, June 1898, front page;
Eugéne Carniaux, “Variétés: Les vélos au che-
min de fer,” BOTCB, June 1898, 106; “lets voor

institutionalized by the TCB, was only one possible historical
condition. If Cosyn, Rau, Van Damme, and the other TCB members
can be called tourists in the modern restoration debate, they were
not tourists who were uninformed dilettantes or noncommittal
and passive consumers; they were stakeholders and active copro-
ducers of heritage discourses and practices. They were informed
not only by travel guides but also by their own periodical and by
the bibliography Somville compiled for the TCB. Whether the
bibliography ultimately amplified the voices of tourists in the
management of Belgium’s heritage at the start of the twentieth
century remains to be researched.

onze Toeristen,” De Kampioen: Orgaan van
den Algemeenen Nederlandschen Wielrij-
ders-Bond, August 2,1895, 621.

25 The titles of the column in the BOTCB
inwhich librarian Edmond Séaut reported on
the expansion of the library varied: “Livres du
touriste” (November 1899, 239-241); “Biblio-
graphie” (April 1896, 10), “Bibliotheque” (Sep-
tember 1896, 6-7); “Services du bibliothécaire
archiviste” (May 1895, 2); “Variétés: Regu pour
la bibliotheque” (November 1896, 7); “Cata-
logue de la bibliothéque” (July 1897, 113-114,
and July 1898, 121-122); “Bibliographie touris-
tique” (February 1901, 44-45); and “Bibliogra-
phie et cartographie” (May 1901, 140).

26 S.n., Catalogue de la Bibliothéque du
Touring Club de Belgique (Brussels: Georges
Piquart,1908).

27 On the French bibliographic project,
see “Banquet du Comité Technique,” Revue
mensuel du Touring club de France, Febru-
ary 15,1898, 42-50. See also “Assemblée
générale,” Revue mensuel du Touring-club
de France, December 15,1898, 442-450; “Sur
la bibliographie du tourisme,” Revue mensu-
el du Touring-club de France, June 15,1902,
258; S.n., Manuel pour la formation et 'usage
du répertoire bibliographique universel de la
locomotion et des sports (tourisme, cyclisme
et automobilisme), établi d'apres la classifica-
tion bibliographique décimale (Brussels: Insti-
tut International de Bibliographie, 1902), 8, 12.
28 Alban Sumpf, “Les premiers syn-
dicats d'initiative,” Histoire par l'image, http://
histoire-image.org/fr/etudes/premiers-syn-
dicats-initiative

29 “Here is an example to follow, for if
one could not think of a similar publication
forthe whole of France, each syndicate would
nevertheless deserve the recognition of the
naturalist, the archaeologist and the histori-
an.” Louis Farges, “Les Syndicats d'initiative,”
Revue universelle: recueil documentaire uni-
versel et illustré,January 1,1904, 422.

30 Leroy, “Le bulletin officiel bimensu-
el 271.

31 For a biography of Cosyn, see Joris Dil-
len, “Toponymische bijdragen: Er zit literatuur
in de Lakense straatnamen,” Laca Tijdingen 5,
no.1(September1993): 12-14.

32 Newspapers referred to Cosyn as
the TCB's representative at archaeological
conferences; see, for example, “Au Jour le
Jour: La protection des monuments et des
sites,” L'Indépendance Belge, July 6,1909, 2.
For an example of how Cosyn reported on
such a conference in the TCB periodical, see
Arthur Cosyn, “Nos monuments et nos sites.
La séance annuelle de la Société nationale
pour la protection des sites,” BOTCB, January
1903, 5-6.

33 Arthur Cosyn, “L’Esthétique des villes,”
BOTCB, July 1903, 285-287. On Buls’ contri-
butions to the TCB periodical, see Bruno
Notteboom, “Public and Private Histories:
Charles Buls’ Travel Albums,” in Imaging His-
tory: Photography after the Fact, ed. Bruno
Vandermeulen and Danny Veys (Brussels: ASA
Publishers, 2011), 75-86.

34 Arthur Cosyn and Louis Maingie,
Guide du vélocipédiste aux environs de Brux-
elles (Brussels: s.p.,1894).

35 Arthur Cosyn and Léon Cosyn, Sites
Brabangons: Promenades champétres en
Brabant—Les abbayes brabangonnes, (Liége:
Auguste Bénard, [ca.1900]); Arthur Cosyn,

A Vau-le-vent: Itinéraires vélocipédiques.
Campine—Hollande—Littoral-Grand-duché
de Luxembourg (Brussels: Castaigne, 1900);
Arthur Cosyn, Le Brabant inconnu (Brussels:
Touring club de Belgique, 1911).

36 Cosyn and Maingie, Guide du véloc-
ipédiste aux environs de Bruxelles, 335.

37 Forvarious examples of Cosyn'’s calls
for restoration, see Cosyn, Sites Brabangons,
3,20,41,43.

38 Cosyn, Le Brabantinconnu,109-115.0n
the comparable case of the parish church of
Sint-Martens-Lennik, see Cosyn, Le Brabant
inconnu,102-104.

39 On the St. Luke Schools, see Jan de
Maeyer, ed., De Sint-Lucasscholen en de
neogotiek, 1862-1914 (Leuven: Leuven Uni-
versity Press, 1988).

40 Arthur Cosyn, “Nos monuments: Les
travaux de la Commission des Monuments,”
BOTCB, May 1902, 160-162.

4 Arthur Cosyn, “L'Esthétique dans les
églises,” BOTCB, June 1899, 117-118.

For a similar piece, see Arthur Cosyn, “Sites
et Monuments: L'art religieux—servitudes
esthétiques,” BOTCB, October 1901,272-273.
See also Arthur Cosyn, “Sites et monuments,”
BOTCB, June 1902, 206.

42 “[Tlhe Touring club owes it to itself
to be more actively interested in matters of
aesthetics.” Arthur Cosyn, “Le pittoresque en
Belgique,” BOTCB, April 1901, 95.

43 “[lInitiate the world of tourism into
matters of art, archaeology, etc., by seeking
the collaboration of reputed and authorized
writers.” Ibid.

44 Forinstance,Jos Van Damme, “A pro-
pos de sites et de ... chapelles,” BOTCB, May
1901,123-124; Jos Van Damme, “Vyve Capelle,”
BOTCB, September 1901, 249; H. E., “Sites et
monuments,” BOTCB, January 1902, 20-21; “Le
Chateau des comtes a Gand,” BOTCB, August
1902, 308.

45 The literature on Our Lady of Vivenka-
pelle is expansive. For a chronological intro-
duction to the restoration, see John Goddeeris,
De neogotiek in West-Vlaanderen: een herk-
erstening in steen (Bruges: West-Vlaamse
Gidsenkring, 2001), 84-86, 117-118.

46 Stynen, De onvoltooid verleden tijd,
201-211.

47 For example, Van Damme praised
Auguste Van Assche’s restorations of the
church of Our Lady of Pamele in Oudenaarde
and the church of Saint-Remacle in Marche-
en-Famenne. Van Assche restored these
buildings to a Gothic purity.Jos Van Damme,
“Audenarde,” BOTCB, January 1904, 6-7; Jos
Van Damme, “Marche-en-Famenne,” BOTCB,
March 1904, 99-101.

48 For a biography on Rau, see Jaak A.
Rau, “Jules Rau (1854-1919), een ‘vergeten’
Brugse architectin Brussel,” Brugs Ommeland
52 (March 2012): 3-12.

49 “The recent polemics exchanged
by some ‘aesthetes’ of the T. C. de Belgique
about the interpretation and the restoration
of our monuments, have had the effect of
raising awareness and suggested to our
President [...] the idea to open the columns
of our touristic Bulletin to the publication of
some basic notions of archaeology.” Jules
Rau, “Archéologie,” BOTCB, February 1902,
19. The installments of the series in the BOTCB
appear in February 1902, 39-40; April 1902,
106-107;June 1902, 203-205; September 1902,

175 Jasper Van Parys



304-308; October 1902, 342-345; January
1903, 48-52; February 1903, 106-108; April
1903, 156-160; August 1903, 325-328; October
1903, 401-403; February 1904, 76-77; March
1904, 124-125; July 1904, 273-275.

50 Rau, “Archéologie,” 19.

51 Rau paraphrased Viollet-le-Duc as
follows: “Nul n'ignore que le lien qui réunit
étroitement les différentes périodes de I'exis-
tence, constitue la nationalité et que les édific-
es imposants, si fréquemment vus et admirés
et auxquels se rapportent tant de souvenirs,
font, de nos jours, la richesse et 'orgueil des
villes qui les possedent.” BOTCB, February
1902, 19. Compare with Eugene Viollet-le-
Duc, Dictionnaire raisonné de l'architecture
francaise du Xléme au XVIeme siecle. Vol 1
(Paris: B. Bance, 1858), iii.

52 Jules Rau, “Archéologie,” BOTCB, Janu-
ary1903,50, 52. For the passage on St. Gudula,
see Jules Rau, “Archéologie,” BOTCB, February
1903, 107.

53 “The beginnings of the history of our
architecture truly date back to the beginning
of the twelfth century, as do the beginnings of
ourarts, our literature, our laws and our urban
rights, which were those of our Belgian civi-
lization.” Rau, “Archéologie,” BOTCB, January
1903, 51.

54 Thomas Coomans, “From Romanti-
cism to New Age: The Evolving Perception
of a Church Ruin,” Téoros: tourisme, religion
et patrimoine 24, no. 2 (June 1,2005): 53-54.
55 Arthur Cosyn, “Villers—les ruines de
I'abbaye, le Tilleul de Baisy,” BOTCB, Sep-
tember 1901, 247-248. On how the TCB later
gained the rights to the exploitation of the Vil-
lers-la-ville site, see Coomans, “From Roman-
ticism to New Age,” 54.

56 With this expression Rau adopted the
categories of “monuments morts” and “monu-
ments vivants” with which the architect Louis
Cloquet expressed his position on Villers in
1901. Stynen, De onvoltooid verleden tijd, 204.
Onthe international renown of Cloquet's cate-
gories, see Nicolas Detry, “Le patrimoine mar-
tyr etlarestauration post bellica. Théories et
pratiques de la restauration des monuments
historiques en Europe pendant et aprés la
Seconde Guerre mondiale” (PhD diss., ENSA
Lyon, 2016), 74.

57 On the restoration of the Maison
du Roi, see Guy Paulus, “La restauration de
la Maison du Roi (1873-1895) a la Grand-
Palace de Bruxelles, par I'architecte Pierre
Victor Jamaer (1825-1902),” Bulletin de la
Commission royale des monuments et des
sites 9 (1980): 49-122.

58 Rau, “Archéologie,” BOTCB, April 1903,
158-159.

59 Cosyn, Le Brabant inconnu, 76-80.
60 Cosyn denounced the interventions
planned by the parish in “Nos monuments: Les
travaux de la Commission des Monuments,”’
160-161.

61 Cosyn, Le Brabant inconnu, 80.

62 Cosyn, “Une bibliographie du tour-
isme,” 31; Arthur Cosyn, “Un livre util,” BOTCB,
August 1903, 346.

63 “[Wlho has long been occupied with
the bundling of information about the bib-
liographic sources of Belgium from the point
of view of its sites, of its monuments, of its
history, etc.” Cosyn, “Une bibliographie du
tourisme,” 31.

64 “Thanks to this publication, all those
who will undertake descriptive work concern-
ing some portion of the Belgian territory—
those, for example, who consider publishing
atravel account in the ‘Bulletin’ or in another
journal—would no longer have to surrender
themselves to often fruitless and ever fas-
tidious research.” Cosyn, “Une bibliographie
dutourisme,” 31.

65 Absent from the bibliography are both
Cosyn's Esthétique champétre: L'esthétique
des campagnes, les plantations routiéres, nos
richesses sylvestres (1901) and Cosyn’s Au
beau pays de Flandre (1902).

66 Forthe references on restoration, see
Charles Piot, “De la restauration de quelques
édifices anciens en Belgique,” Revue trimes-
trielle 26 (April 1860): 101-119; P. Combaz, “La
restauration de la Tour Noire & Bruxelles,”
Annales de la Société d’archéologie de
Bruxelles 4 (1890): 110-189; “Restauration de
la Porte de Hal,” La Renaissance 3 (1841-42):
38-40; “L'ancienne église de Laeken: Les

travaux de démolition et de restauration,”
Etoile belge, December 12,1894,

67 See, forinstance, the titles of Edmond
Lévy, Auguste Van Assche, Edmond Reus-
ens, Henri De Bruyn, James Weale, and Louis
Cloquetinthe section “Archéologie et beaux-
arts” On the example of Reusens’ E/éments
d'archéologie chrétienne, see Ellen Van Impe,
“Architectural Historiography in Belgium:
1830-1914” (PhD diss., Katholieke Universi-
teit Leuven, 2008).

68 Van Damme, “Marche-en-Famenne,”
99,101.

69 For the Maurist travel accounts, see
Voyage littéraire de deux religieux bénédictins
de la congregation de Saint-Maur (1717-1724).
See also the travel accounts of Dom Guyton
(1746) and Dom Anselme Berthod (1776),
mentioned in Somville, Répertoire biblio-
graphique,1-2.

70 Somville, Répertoire bibliographique,
14.

vl For example, “Voyage d’un prétre
francgais en Belgique en 1791, BOTCB, Decem-
ber1902, 416-423.

72 Alois Riegl, Der Moderne Denkmal-
kultus: Sein Wesen und seine Entstehung
(Vienna: W. Braumiiller, 1903).

Provenance figures

fig.1 Ghent University Library, LWBIB.
L64.A.021.0060, CC BY-SA 4.0.

fig.2-4 Ghent University Library, CC BY-SA
4.0.

fig.5-6 K 40686, Collectie Stad Antwerpen,
Erfgoedbibliotheek Hendrik
Conscience.

fig.7 Ghent University Library, CC BY-SA
4.0.

fig.8-9 K 40686, Collectie Stad Antwerpen,
Erfgoedbibliotheek Hendrik
Conscience.

fig.10-13  Ghent University Library,
CCBY-SA4.0.

176

Tourists in the Restoration Debate



	Tourists in the Restoration Debate. 
A Bibliography of Belgian Heritage (1903) by the Touring club de Belgique. Jasper Van Parys

