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O u r seas and oceans are vita lly  im portan t fo r the cu ltu ra l, social and econom ic w ell-be ing  o f 
the w orld 's  popu la tion . For an effective m anagem ent o f the m arine environm ent, the 
sustainable use o f the m arine resources, as well as fo r the safety at sea, a better understanding 
is required o f both the function ing  o f this system and o f the hum an activities and the ir im pact on 
socia l, econom ic and eco log ica l levels. M arine  research in which a ttention is given on all these 
aspects is then an essential requirem ent fo r an app ropria te  m anagem ent and im provem ent of 
the ecosystem.

Since m ore than th irty years the Belgian Science Policy initiates and supports research 
program m es concern ing the study o f the North Sea ecosystem. The general objectives o f these 
program m es are tw o fo ld . O n  the one hand the ir intent is to  strengthen and support the scientific 
potentia l in Belgium w ithin the concerned areas o f research and in the ir integration w ithin 
international research networks. O n  the o ther hand the ir intent is to  provide scientific support to  
the policies o f the various governm ent authorities.

It is w ithin the fram ew ork o f the Second Scientific Support Plan fo r a Sustainable Developm ent 
Policy (SPSD-II) tha t the tw o concerted actions 'D eve lopm ent o f an Integrated Database fo r the 
M anagem ent o f Accidenta l Spills (DIMAS)' and ' Risk Analysis o f M arine  Activities in the Belgian 
Part o f the N orth  Sea (RAMA)' were financed by the Belgian Science Policy. These tw o research 
projects antic ipate  on several aspects o f accidenta l po llu tion  in the North Sea.

Together they form  the 'M a rin e  Incident M anagem ent C luster (M IM A C )' which objective is to  
enhance coopera tion  and synergies between both projects. The current symposium is one o f the 
results o f this cluster.

The recent accidents involving the Prestige and the T rico lo r and the resulting dam age have, 
insofar as this was still required, underscored the im portance o f this research.

Knowing the im portance o f the issue the Belgian Science Policy has devoted around 
EUR 3 .5  m illion  in the fram e o f the Second Scientific Support Plan fo r a Sustainable 
D evelopm ent Policy (SPSD-II -  2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 6 ) to  research projects dea ling w ith (accidental) 
m arine po llu tion  and is a lso actively partic ipa ting  in the ERA-net pro ject AMPERA 'European 
concerted action to  foster prevention and best response to  accidenta l m arine po llu tio n '. The 
objective o f this ERA-net pro ject am ongst others is the opening o f the nationa l research 
program m es on accidenta l m arine po llu tion . The partic ipa tion  to  this ERA-net pro ject w ill give a 
considerab le  added value to  the research projects and research groups financed by the Belgian 
Science Policy. Firstly opportunities w ill be given, to  the financed research groups, to  
co llabo ra te  with fo re ign  researchers via the creation o f in ternational clusters o f financed 
projects around the same top ic . Secondly it w ill be possible fo r Belgian scientists to  w ork in 
m ultina tiona l projects tha t w ill be financed th rough jo in t calls organized by the AMPERA 
partners.

The top ic  (accidental) m arine po llu tion  makes also part o f the research lines o f the dom ain  
N orth  Sea in the new research program m e 'Science fo r a sustainable deve lopm ent (2005 -
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2 0 1 0 ) '. This p rogram m e is the continua tion  o f the SPSD-II. A  budget o f EUR 8  m illion  w ill be 
devoted fo r m arine research fo r the com ing 4 years. The first projects w ill start at the end of

2 0 0 6 .
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