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Abstract

BEING  AWARE tha t the increasing m aritim e transporta tion  and the g row ing  size o f ships are causing a 
po tentia l th rea t o f a p o llu tion  in c iden t a t sea,

BEING ALSO AWARE tha t spills o f o il o r  o ther harm fu l substances can have long lasting negative im pacts 
on the sensitive m arine  env ironm en t in the Southern N orth  Sea and  present a da ng e r to  coastal regions 
o f D enm ark, G erm an y and The N etherlands,

N O T IN G  th a t he sub -reg ion a l ap p ro ach  is c ruc ia l to  ensure tim e ly and well o rgan ized  response to 
p o llu tion  incidents and in tha t way to  m in im ize env ironm en ta l da m ag e  caused by an accident,

N O T IN G  FURTHER th a t sub -reg ion a l coo pe ra tion  is o f c ruc ia l im portance  when effective ly using the 
em ergency and response resources.

Due to  the above  m en tioned  and o f the con tinuous th rea t o f p o llu tion  to  the ir coasts b ila te ra l Agreem ents 
have been conc luded  between the N etherlands and  G erm an y (NETHGER, 1991 ) on the one hand and 
between D enm ark and  G erm an y (DENGER, 1993 ) on the o the r hand to  establish close co -o p e ra tio n  in 
response to  p o llu tion  o f the sea by such substances.

The com pe ten t Parties e .g ., the Defence C o m m a n d  D enm ark, the M in is try  o f T ransport, Public W orks and 
W a te r M an a g e m e n t o f the N etherlands and the Federal M in is try  o f T ransport, B u ild ing  and  H ousing o f 
G erm any, (referred to  as the Parties) have ag reed to  extend the ir existing co -o p e ra tio n  to  inc lude 
in fo rm a tio n  exchange on the th rea t o f m arine  p o llu tion  and  aeria l surve illance fo r the prevention and 
de tection  o f po llu tion .

The Parties a lso ag reed  to  establish one com posite  tr ila te ra l a rra ng em en t o f co -o p e ra tio n  instead o f 
having separa te  b ila te ra l instrum ents conce rn ing  co -o pe ra tion  in com b a tin g  m arine  p o llu tion  and c o ­
op e ra tion  in aeria l surve illance.

Parties a lso ag reed to  establish c loser co -o p e ra tio n  between the re levant au thorities in the fie ld  o f 
preven ting  and lim iting  the da m ag e  to  the m arine  env ironm en t in cases o f m aritim e accidents.

The trila te ra l a rra ng em en t o f c o -o p e ra tio n  is nam ed 'Jo in t D an ish -G e rm an -D u tch  Response Plan to  
m aritim e incidents invo lv ing  O il and o ther H arm fu l Substances and  C o -o p e ra tio n  in A eria l S urve illance 
(DENGERNETH Plan).

Bearing in m ind the respective provis ions o f the A greem en t fo r co -o p e ra tio n  in dea ling  w ith po llu tio n  o f 
the N orth  Sea by o il and o the r harm fu l substances, 1 9 8 3  (Bonn A greem ent), and all endeavours o f the 
three countries to  con tro l and  m in im ize  p o llu tion  and its effects, the Parties recogn ise the o b lig a tio n  to 
exchange in fo rm a tio n  on casualties, the th rea t o f p o llu tion  and to  respond to  p o llu tion  w ith in  the 
DENGERNETH Region, a lso in those cases w here the ir own te rrito ry  is no t th rea tened by the p o llu tion  in 
question.

This co -o p e ra tio n  includes a lso exchange o f in fo rm a tio n  on m aritim e  accidents in its ow n reg ion o f 
responsib ility  th a t cou ld  constitu te  threats to  the coasts o r re la ted interests o f the three countries. In o rd e r
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to  increase the effectiveness o f the m easures taken, the Danish, G e rm an  and  Dutch au thorities  ag reed  to 
ac t in acco rda nce  w ith the princ ip les con ta ined  in the Plan.

For the purpose o f this Plan jo in t opera tions  inc lude  a ll opera tions  invo lv ing  c o -o p e ra tio n , o f w hatever 
nature , between D enm ark, G erm an y and  The N e therlands pu rsuan t to  the ob jective  o f the Plan.

This Plan app lies  as necessary and a p p ro p ria te  to  any m arine  p o llu tion  o r th rea t o f p o llu tion  w ith in  the 
DENGERNETH Response Region, w h ich is o r cou ld  becom e o f su ffic ien t severity to  in itia te  jo in t ac tion . 
Even when an inc iden t provides fo r  no im m inen t th rea t o f p o llu tion  the Plan w ill in itia te  an in fo rm a tion  
exchange. The exchange o f in fo rm a tio n  m ust no t necessarily m ean an activa tion  o f the DENGERNETH 
Plan.

The Response Region

The southern part o f the N orth  Sea is considered as the Response Region.
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The Response Region is d ivided into the 
nationa l response zones o f Denm ark, 
G erm any and the Netherlands in accordance 
w ith Art. 6 o f the Bonn Agreem ent. The lines of 
dem arcation  co inc ide  with the N ationa l 
Response Zones.

Accord ing  to  Art. 6 o f the Bonn Agreem ent the 
Party w ithin whose zone the incident occurs, 
shall make the necessary assessments o f the 
nature and inform  the nationa l contact points 
o f the o ther Parties o f its assessments and any 
action taken.

1. M ap  o f Responsib ility in the N orth  Sea 
(DENGERNETH).

Quick Response Zones

W ith in  the Response Region there are tw o areas o f jo in t responsibility (Q u ick  Response Zones): 
b ila tera l area 'D enm ark  -  G erm any ' 
b ila tera l area 'G e rm a n y -T h e  N etherlands'

In a Q u ick  Response Zone, im m ediate actions must take place in m aritim e accidents and each 
Party has the right to  start response actions im m ediately regardless in whose N a tiona l Response 
Zone the po llu tion  has occurred.
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O n  the landw ard side o f the baseline (internal 
waters) jo in t com bating actions only take place, 
if explicitly requested by the concerned Party.

The tw o Q u ick  Response Zones link the agreed 
points o f the EEZ boundaries to  the coast.
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Fig. 2 . M a p  o f Q u ic k  Response Zones in the North 
Sea (DENGERNETH).made by S. Wilhelms, BSH
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Special arrangem ents

The DENGERNETH Plan also applies to  the W adden Sea and the Eem s-Dollard region. 
Regional sub-plans fo r  W adden Sea areas may be concluded w ithin the fram ew ork o f this 
DENGERNETH Plan. The agreem ent between the Federal Republic o f G erm any and the 
K ingdom  o f the Netherlands concern ing the arrangem ent o f co -ope ra tion  in the Eems Estuary 
o f 8 April 1 9 6 0  is not affected by this plan.

Activation of the plan

The DENGERNETH Plan is activated if one country asks the o ther Parties fo r assistance (call fo r 
assistance) in response to  po llu tion  o f the sea by o il o r o the r harm ful substances. The o ther 
Parties are to  acknow ledge the activation o f the Plan.

The DENGERNETH Plan is also activated if one Party takes response measures in ano ther 
Party's N ationa l Response Zone.

The DENGERNETH Plan may fu rther be activated in case o f po llu tion  o r serious threat o f 
po llu tion  outside the Response Region, if the situation calls fo r  an urgent activation o f the Plan 
in a case where the po llu tion  o r the threat o f po llu tion  could affect the Response Region. In this 
case the N ationa l Responsible Authorities o f the Parties should in due course decide whether o r 
not jo in t response actions are required.

Co-ordination and responsibility

In the Response Region the responsibility fo r  in itia ting jo in t operations norm ally rests with that 
country in whose N ationa l Response Zone the incident has occurred. This country norm ally will 
be the Lead Country. The Lead Country w ill assume responsibility and co -o rd ina te  any required 
assistance.
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G overnm enta l owned o r operated equ ipm ent, vessels, opera tiona l forces and surveillance 
capacity o f the three countries shall be m ade ava ilab le  fo r jo in t com bating  activities. The Lead 
C ountry shall be assisted by the o ther Parties to  a rrange contacts with private com panies, which 
have the app ropria te  equ ipm ent a n d /o r opera tiona l forces ava ilab le .

W hen the o il o r o ther harm ful substances enter into the N ationa l Response Zone o f another 
Party to  the DENGERNETH Plan the responsibility o f jo in t actions norm ally should be transferred 
to  tha t Party.

In case o f a po llu tion  incident o f which the source is known, the Lead C ountry w ill a lso c o ­
o rd ina te  legal and financ ia l matters (claims) on behalf o f the Parties.

There may be cases in w hich, as a result o f a jo in t evaluation by the authorities o f the three 
Parties, the responsibility is left with the o rig ina l Lead Country.

There may also be cases where the three Parties operate independently in the ir N ationa l 
Response Zone, but continuously inform  each o ther abou t the ir operations. This may occur fo r 
instance if po llu tion  impacts more than one N ationa l Response Zone at the same tim e.

Response actions

All response actions under this Plan should be agreed between the Parties, unless the situation 
requires qu ick  response activities. In a case where qu ick response activities are required, the 
ope ra tiona l forces o f one Party may operate w ithin the te rrito ria l waters o f the neighbouring 
country, if these opera tiona l forces are first to  arrive at the site o f the po llu tion . N o tifica tion  of 
the authorities o f the Party affected should be made as soon as possible.

Especially in the case o f po llu tion  by harm ful substances others than oil o r loss o f packaged
dangerous goods, the assistance requesting Party shall specify the circumstances o f the incident
and the kind o f assistance needed. The o ther Parties shall use the ir best endeavors to  bring such 
assistance as is w ithin the ir pow er taking into account the techno log ica l means availab le .

A erial surveillance

For the purpose o f detecting spills o f o il o r o ther hazardous substances which may be illegal 
accord ing  to  in ternational law, and fo r the purpose o f registering spills o f o il and o ther harm ful 
substances likely to  affect coastal regions o r the environm ent o f the N orth  Sea, the parties 
agree, w ith reference to  the Bonn Agreem ent, 1983  to  intensify and to  regulate co -opera tion  
regarding a irbo rne  surveillance between the respective com petent authorities, accord ing to  the 
Bonn Agreem ent procedures, by:

■ the establishm ent o f surveillance areas o f mutual interest;
■ the co -o rd ina tion  o f fligh t schedules;
■ standard isation o f reporting and com m un ication  procedures;
■ standard isation o f observation methods and registration form ats;
■ the deve lopm ent and the effective use o f a irborne  surveillance equ ipm ent;
■ the im provem ent o f m arine po llu tion  com bating  actions especially in the im plem entation of 

the DENGERNETH Plan;
■ provid ing m utual assistance in case o f fa ilu re  o f a ircra ft o r if the own a ir surveillance system 

cannot be operated.
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The N ationa l Responsible Authorities shall carry ou t the above-m entioned provisions in d irect 
contact with each other. Each Party o f the DENGERNETH Plan shall make ava ilab le  a ircra ft 
especia lly equ ipped fo r a irbo rne  surveillance in o rder to :
■ carry ou t regu la r surveillance flights in accordance with the jo in tly established fligh t Plan;
■ provide assistance on request during po llu tion  com bating  operations and during overhaul of 

an o ther Parties a ircraft.

Exercises

In o rder to  establish a high degree o f readiness, annual exercises shall be carried ou t between 
the three countries. Instead o f these trila te ra l exercises o r in add ition , com bined exercises in 
accordance with relevant regulations o f the Bonn Agreem ent may be conducted.

The annual exercise program m e shall be decided upon in January after trila te ra l consultations.

W ith in  the fram ew ork o f the DENGERNETH Plan tw o exercises have a lready been carried out. 
D enm ark, M ay 2 0 0 5 . The Netherlands, June 2 0 0 6 .
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