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R e s e a r c h  T h e m e s

MarBEF Theme 3: Socio-economict

Development ofdecrcibn support systems
-  a Theme 3 Responsive Mode Actiorrfti^jßct

Aerial view  o f  Isles o f  Scilly, England  © John Davey

By Anne Husum

The collaborative Responsive Mode Action in the socio-economic Theme 3 is 
moving ahead: two PhD students were employed during the year.

Progress m ade in 2006
A d rian a  R e s s u r r e i ç à o ’s PhD t h e s i s  on 
‘Economic Valuation o f  Marine Environment 
a n d  Biod ivers i ty ’ is b e in g  h o s t e d  by  t h e  
University o f  t h e  Azores and  co -superv ise d  by 
G a re th  E dw ard -Jones  (CEFAS) a n d  Tomaz 
Ponce  D en t inho  (University o f  t h e  Azores).  
A d r ian a  is f o c u s in g  on  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
valuation using  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  ‘Exchange 
R ate  b e tw e e n  Sc ien t i f ic  C u r ren c ie s :  an
a p p l ic a t io n  t o  t h e  m ar ine  e n v i r o n m e n t ’ 
(D en t in h o  et al). H er  c a s e - s tu d y  a rea  will 
primarily be  t h e  Pico-Faial Canal in t h e  Azores.

Elizabeth Bayer has taken up a PhD thes is  at  
t h e  Law School  a t  University o f  Hull. H er  thes is  
is en t i t led  ‘Critical Analysis o f  Marine Indicator  
D e v e lo p m e n t  within D o m e s t ic  a n d  Inter­
national  Policy an d  Legislative Frameworks: 
D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a C o m m o n  L a n g u a g e . ’ 
E lizabeth’s superv isors  are  Dr Richard Barnes 
a n d  P ro f e s s o r  M ichael  Elliott, f rom t h e  
University o f  Hull.

Adriana and  Elizabeth b o th  gave a p re sen ta t io n  
on th e i r  work a t  t h e  PhD training workshop  
and  T h em e  3 RMP u p d a te  m ee t ing  in Lecce, 
Italy, in May 2 0 0 6 .

In Lecce, Tomasz Zarzycki, a PhD s t u d e n t  a t  
th e  Inst i tu te  o f  O ceanography ,  University of  
Gdansk, also gave an u p d a te  on his thesis , 
‘D eve lopm en t  o f  decision s u p p o r t  sys tem s to  
provide cos t-effective s t ra teg ies  fo r  effective 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  Gulf o f  G dansk  ecosystem  
and  biodiversity.’ Tomasz is co -superv ise d  by 
Prof Anna Szaniawska (IOUG, Poland) and  Prof 
Tomaz D en t in h o  (UAç, Portugal) .

During th e  summer, a P lymouth MSc s tu d e n t ,  
A ndy  Pearson, to o k  on  a p ro jec t  in Scilly, 
research ing  th e  g o o d s  and  services provided 
by m ar ine  biodiversi ty . A n d y  f o c u s e d  his 
s tu d ie s  on d irec t  u se  services, and his results 
are very useful. This p ro jec t  is an im p o rtan t  
trial o f  t h e  p ro p o se d  RMP m ethodology .

The  C ore  S tra teg ic  Project  (CSP) m an a g e m e n t  
team  m et  to  d iscuss t h e  RMP prog ress  and 
fu tu re  act ivities  in Bristol A irport  on 2 5 th 
A ugust,  2 0 0 6 .  T h e  Roskilde University team, 
led by Poul Holm, has taken  over  responsibili ty 
f o r  t h e  CSP and  administrative work from 1 s t  
S e p te m b e r .  Roskilde U nivers i ty  a n d  t h e  
Plym outh  M arine  Labora to ry  team , led by 
Melanie Austen ,  will c o n t in u e  to  c o o rd in a te  th e  
leadership  o f  t h e  CSP and  RMP o f  t h e  s o c io ­
eco n o m ic  them e.

Forthcoming activities
The  la tes t  activity in T hem e  3 was an RMP 
u p d a te  m ee t ing  on  16-17 th  N o v em b er  in th e  
Hague, o rgan ised  by th e  National  Ins t i tu te  fo r  
Coasta l  and  Marine M a n a g e m e n t  -  RIKZ. This 
m ee t ing  fo c u se d  on m e th o d o lo g ies  and  new 
fu tu re  act ivities  f o r  T h e m e  3.

A jo in t  MARBEF-ENCORA w orkshop  on  marine 
and  coas ta l  biological valuation will take  place

on 6 - 8 th  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6  a t  University o f  
G hen t .  This w orkshop  is be ing  o rgan ised  by 
Steven D raeger  and  Sofie Derous.

In February 200Z, a w orkshop  and  re p o r t  to  
review i n d i c a t o r s / d a t a  f o r  q u a n t i fy in g  
ecosystem  g o o d s  and services is planned.

T he  so c io -eco n o m ics  T hem e  3 will hold a 
t ra ining co u rse  on valuation m e th o d o lo g ies  fo r  
marine env ironm ents .  T he  p ro p o s e d  d a te  fo r  
this co u rse  is April 200Z.

C ons iderab le  effo r t  is curren tly  be ing  m ade  to  
em ploy  two f u r th e r  PhD s tu d e n ts ,  a so c io ­
cultural PhD s t u d e n t  and  a decision s u p p o r t  
sys tem s PhD s tu d e n t .  T h e se  a p p o in tm e n ts  
have b e e n  d e la y e d  d u e  t o  a c h a n g e  in 
ci rcum stances  a t  Roskilde University, where  th e  
first a p p o in te d  decis ion  s u p p o r t  sys tem s PhD 
s t u d e n t  regre ttably  left t h e  project.

An im p o r t a n t  nex t  s t e p  will b e  t h e  
a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  MSc s tu d e n ts .  It 
is h o p e d  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  will be  in place fo r  
su m m er  200Z. T heir  research will cover  c a s e ­
s t u d y  a re a s  inc lud ing  Isles o f  Scilly, 
F lamborough Head,  Pico-Faial Canal, D utch-  
Belgian c o a s t  and  th e  W adden  Sea  island o f  
Sylt and  Romo. T he  sa m e  m e th o d o lo g y  will be 
em ployed  in each  o f  t h e  five s tu d y  areas.

A PhD and  two MSc s tu d e n t s  a t  IOUG cover  
th e  s tu d y  area  o f  t h e  Gulf o f  Gdansk. T h e re  will 
be  a training co u rse  in sp r ing  2 0 0 Z  which will 
help to  train t h e  s tu d e n t s  befo re  t h e y  begin 
th e i r  research.
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T able  1: THEME 3 RMP (RESPONSIVE MODE PROJECT)
W P-RM P code and  title Principal Investigators

2-1 D evelopm ent of decision su p p o rt system s (w w w .m arbef.org/projects) Poul Holm and Melanie A usten

Gydnia coastal zone, Orlawo, Poland.
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