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D uring  spring and a u tum n , ILVO-DVI carries ou t sea-go ing  surveys fo r  env ironm enta l 
m on ito ring  purposes. Fish disease quan tifica tion  is an in tegra l part o f b io log ica l and 
chem ica l m on ito ring . The a im  o f the present study was to  m o n ito r if h ighe r prevalence 
o f diseases and parasites cou ld  be detected on d redge spo il d isposal sites on the 
Belgian C on tinen ta l Shelf (BCS) in the period  2 0 0 4 -2 0 0 5 . Therefo re , an im portan t 
num ber o f in fectious and parasitica l anom a lies o f the ep ide rm is , the g ills  and the m outh 
o f several fish species are recorded since 1 9 9 5 .

Severe diseases such as skin ulcers, nodules, skeletal m a lfo rm ations  and lym phocystis, 
w hich can ind icate  effects o f p o llu tio n , are rare on the investigated zones o f the BCS. 
N o  s ign ifican t d ifferences cou ld  be detected between the dum p ing  sites and the 
reference zones. M ost o f the observed anom a lies were due to  parasites, w hich show  
cons ide rab le  va ria tion  in spatia l and te m p ora l d is tribu tion , and cou ld  not be re lated to  
a specific  zone.
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