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High-quality inform ation and scientifically underpinned data is needed in support of 
decision taking and good governance in coastal zones. G ood governance does not 
only pursue effective policies and efficient adm inistration. It also aims at building 
capacity and com m itm ent within society, by supporting a flow  of objective and reliable 
inform ation towards the stakeholders and the w ider public, and in a form at that is useful 
and relevant fo r its purpose. A  set of sustainability indicators (SI) addressing the 
complexity of ecolog ica l, environmental and socio-econom ic issues involved in 
achieving an integrated coastal zone m anagement (ICZM) can provide an answer in a 
form at that is useful fo r policymakers and is an effective com m unication tool towards a 
w ider range o f stakeholders.

In a demonstration session, the sustainability indicators (SI) fo r coastal zones are 
presented and interactive tools to search, visualize and download data, are displayed. 
The SI form part o f a w ider inform ation system fo r Belgium, as developed by the C o ­
ordination Centre fo r ICZM (www.kustbeheer.be) ; the SAIL partnership in the southern 
North Sea (www. vl iz. be /p ro  ¡ects/SAI L) and European DEDUCE project (INTERREG 111C 
South -  www.deduce.eu). The initiatives are developed within the fram ework of the 
objectives as set forward in the EU Recommendation concerning the implementation of 
ICZM.
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