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O Y STER CA 'fCHERS O P E N IN G  O Y STE R S.
T o  the Editors o f  B r i t i s h  B i r d s .

S i r s ,— You m ay bo interested to know th a t  Oystercatchers ( f f  as ma­
tapus ostralegus) a t  present in the Scottish Zoological Park , have  been, 
alm ost certainly, opening oysters p u t  ont for them . U nfortunate ly  
no one, so far, has witnessed the act, as the  birds a re  in to le rab ly  shy 
in the  presence of  humans. B u t  no o the r b ird  in th e  waders ' av ia ry  
is likely to  have tackled sueli a stiff problem  as an  oyster, so th a t  i t  is, 
as I have  said, a lm ost certain th a t  th e  O ystercatchers  have  done so. 
I tried the experim ent last w inter w ithou t any  success. This winter 
I. had two more birds to work with, an d  these were fresh from the  sea- 
beach. After a  fortnight's  w ork on mussels (Mytilus)  the  birds 
apparently  tackled the  oysters a t  once. O ut of th e  first s ix  bivalves 
pu t ou t five were opened and cleaned in not inoro th a n  live days. Of 
two in m y possession one has evidently  been dealt  w ith  like a limpet, 
while the  other shows signs of long-continued chipping or gouging 
along the edge of one valve. These two shells a re  4.5 a n d  5 cm. in 
length respectively. I am continuing the experim ent, and  hope tha t  
some one m ay  be fortunate  enough to witness Ute ac t of opening an 
oyster before all the  shells I have  are used up.
K d i n b u u g h , January  1 9 t h ,  1 9 2 2 .  J. M . D e w a r .

ALBIN ISTIC GULLS AND IV O RY -G U LLS.
To the Editors of  B r i t i s h  B i r d s .

S i r s ,—  Regarding the Rev. F .  C. R .  Jourclain’s nulo (antea, p. 214), 
I quite agree with him th a t  my record of a  probable Ivory-Gull a t  
Cardiff, April 3rd, 1921, cannot be accepted as indisputable, especially 
in view of the fact th a t  this bird, or a  similar one, was seen again  as 
late as June 13th. On the o ther hand, Mr. Salmon and  myself are 
absolutely agreed th a t  it was not an albiuistie specimen of any  of the 
six species of Gulls th a t  visit us during  the  winter, viz, : Black-headed, 
Common, Herring, Lesser Black-backed, G reat B lack-backed and 
Kittiwake. I t  was seen in the com pany of, and com pared with, the 
first three species mentioned, when its  size ini m ediately  separa ted  it 
from the Black-headed and  the Herriiig-Gull.s, and a lthough it agreed 
with the Common Guii in this respect, looking if any th ing  slightly 
larger, its carriage, shape and flight were totally  dissimilar, Confusion 
with the  Lessor and Great Black-backed Gulls and K itt iw ake  is 
also impossible on account of size an d  shape. I t  is im probable th a t  
an albino would differ from the normal in any th ing  b u t  colouring, but 
it would be expected th a t  the beak, eyes and  legs would lack colour 
as was the  case in the  two specimens mentioned as  occurring off tho 
Iissex Coast and in Bridlington Bay, Yorks.

The suggestion th a t  " April is a very unlikely tim e for an  Ivory-Gull 
io visit us "  is not altogether supported  by previous records. A specimen 
was obtained in Yorkshire, April 3U1, (Bril, Birds  Vol. II., p. 329) ano ther 
in Orkney April is t  (Bril. Birds  Vol. IX., p. 28), and  there  are  also 
two records from Ireland March 25th and March 27Ü1. If nothing 
more had been seen of the bird a fter April 3rd, there  would have been 
no doub t in m y mind as to the  species. A lthough it  is extrem ely 
improbable th a t  an  Ivory-Gull would rem ain in  th is  coun try  until 
so late a  date  as June  13th, i t  is the  only species th a t  in a n y  way 
resembles the  specimen observed.
C a k o i r f ,  ¿'eh. l o t h ,  1922. G k o r f u k v  C, S, I n g r a m ,


