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P a r t i c ip a n t s  f r o m  t h e  M arBE F M A N U E L A  p r o j e c t  in Brazil in A u g u s t .

By Jan Vanaverbeke

Last A ugust,  many m e io b e n th o lo g is ts  from all over t h e  world m e t  a t  th e i r  
tr i-annua l scientific m e e t in g  in Recife, Brazil. This co n fe re n c e  lasted  fo r  five days 
and  c o n s is te d  o f  63  p re se n ta t io n s ,  seven discuss ion  s e ss io n s  and  m ore th a n  1 0 0  
pos te rs .  Financial s u p p o r t  by MarBEF allowed p a r t ic ip a n ts  from t h e  RMP 
MANUELA to  o rgan ise  o u r  own MarBEF MANUELA session  dur ing  Thirimco. 
S ince  th is  c o n f e re n c e  is t h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  c o n f e re n c e  w orldw ide fo r  
m e io b e n th o lo g is ts ,  t h e  o rgan isa t ion  o f  th is  sess ion  grea tly  inc reased  t h e  
visibility o f  MarBEF in general and , in particular, MANUELA, o u ts id e  o f  Europe.

T h e  MarBEF MANUELA s e s s i o n  c o m p r i s e d  

n ine  ta lks a n d  was c h a i red  by  Jan V anaverbeke ,  

p r incipal in v e s t ig a to r  o f  MANUELA. In t h e  first 

p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  MarBEF a n d  MANUELA w ere  

i n t r o d u c e d  by  M a g d a  Vincx. Spec ia l  a t t e n t io n  

was  given  h e re  t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  MarBEF: 

“In te g ra t in g  a n d  s h a r in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  will lead 

t o  b e t t e r  s c i e n c e !”

Two ta lk s  d e a l t  w ith  t h e  re s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i rs t  

y e a r s  o f  a c t i v i t y  w i th in  M AN U E LA . T h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  n e m a t o d e  

ta x o n o m ic a l  a rch ive  a n d  id e n t i f i c a t io n  key f o r  

m a r i n e  n e m a t o d e s  w i th in  N e M y s  ( s e e  

h t t p : / / n e m y s . u g e n t . b e ) w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d .  

T h i s  w as  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  

MANUELA p r o j e c t ,  s i n c e  s t i m u la t i n g  re s e a rc h  

o n  m e io fa u n a  in s ide  a n d  o u t s i d e  E u r o p e  w as  a 

m a jo r  aim o f  MANUELA. T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th is  

key  w as  a b ig  s t e p  f o r w a rd  in r e a c h i n g  th i s  g o a l  

a n d  o u r  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  o f  u s e r s  p ro v e s  t h a t  

w e  w e re  s u c c e s s fu l  in d o i n g  so .

A s e c o n d  m a jo r  M ANUELA p r o d u c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  
t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  d a t a b a s e .  B o th  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  
o f  d a t a  c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d  s h a r i n g  w e re  e x p la in e d  
a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  d a t a b a s e  w e r e  
p r e s e n t e d .  S o  far, t h e  MANUELA d a t a b a s e  is 
b a s e d  u p o n  8 2  in d iv id u a l  d a t a s e t s  a n d  
c o n t a i n s  i n fo r m a t io n  o n  m o r e  t h e n  1 4 0 , 0 0 0  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  r e c o r d s  f ro m  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 , 5 0 0  
s a m p l in g  s t a t i o n s .  As s u c h ,  t h i s  is t h e  l a rg e s t  
a n d  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  d a t a b a s e  o n  m e io fa u n a  
e v er  c o m p i l e d .  T h e r e f o r e  it p ro v id e s  E u r o p e a n  
s c i e n t i s t s  w ith  an  idea l  t o o l  t o  t e s t  h y p o t h e s e s  
o n  a la rge  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s ca le .

B as e d  o n  th i s  d a t a b a s e ,  w e  w e re  a b l e  t o  t e s t  
a n d  a d j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
h y p o t h e s e s  ( c o n c e r n i n g  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  d e p t h -  
s iz e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  d e p t h - d i v e r s i t y  
r e la t i o n s h ip s )  in m e io fa u n a l  s c i e n c e  w hich  w ere  
c o m m u n i c a t e d  in t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  ta lk s .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  a 
b i o g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o n  h a r p a c t i c o i d  
c o p e p o d s  a n d  t h e  m o d e l l i n g  o f  n e m a t o d e  
d ive rs i ty  w ere  p r e s e n t e d .

T h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  M ANUELA s c i e n t i s t s  t o  
T h i r i m c o  w a s  n o t  l im i t ed  t o  t h e  M arB E F  
M A N U E L A  s e s s i o n  a l o n e .  T w e n t y - n i n e  o f  
t h e  6 3  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  a u t h o r e d  o r  
c o - a u t h o r e d  b y  s c i e n t i s t s  a c t iv e  in MANUELA. 
B es id e s  th is ,  f o u r  MANUELA s c i e n t i s t s  c h a i re d  
o n e  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n s .  Th i s  s h o w s  t h a t  MANUELA 
a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  a c t iv e  in MANUELA a re  a t  a 
l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  f i e ld  o f  
m e io b e n t h o l o g y ,  n o t  o n ly  in E u r o p e  b u t  o n  t h e  

g lo b a l  s ca le .
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