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Intreduction. In results of the high
.oizuphication and antropic impact during
the last twenty years [15] the Black Sea

comes favourable for the development of
many invaders (Zatzev, Mamaev,
1997). The stable settlement of some of them
leads directly to drastic changes in the
plankton fauna diversity and its quantitative
development (Konsulov, Kamburska,
1997) and indirectly influences the other
parts in the food chain. This concerns in
great extent the representatives of
Ctenophora which arc important carnivores
in planktonic food chains {(Fraser, 1962).

Until 1985 only one representative of class
Ctenophora was known as a part of the Black
sea plankton composition-Pleurobrachia
pileus (=Pleurobrachia rhodopis). This
species has never had mass development
(Konsulov, 1991).

In spring of 1986, 20-30 miles east from
Cape Emine, a new one for the time being
species of Ctenophora was identified as
Mnemiopsis leidyi (Konsulaov, 1989). M.
leidyi has arrived through ship ballast waters
from North Atlantic {(Vinogradov, 1989
et al.). The reason for this species settlcment
and its development into the Black Sea basin
1s the high degree of eutrophication of the

Black Sea environment which ensures the
best conditions for development and
reproduction of the invader M. leidyi. Despite
of the annual and seasonal fluctuation this
species has been the dominant component
in the Black Sea ecosystem during the last
10 years with maximal abundance in
1988-1989 (Bogdanova, Konsuloyv,
1993) and minimal abundancc in 1991-1992
(Konsulov, Kamburska, 1997).
Feeding on zooplankton M. leidyi appears
as an important rival of the pelagic fish,
which results in a decrease of their
commercial resources (Nelson, 1925). On

Fig. 1. Beroe ovata with engulfed individual
of Mnemiopsis leidyi
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the other hand elimination of herbivorous
zooplankton (especially Copepoda)
increases the phytoplankton abundance and
biomass (Deason, Smayda, 1982)
respectively to a high level of eutrophication.

Because of the serious disturbances in the
pelagic ecosystem caused after the mass
development of this species reaching total
biomass more than 5 kg/m? (Malashev,
Archipov, 1992) GESAMP outline a
strategy for its control in the Black Sea
(GESAMP, 1997). One of the proporsals is
to apply a biological control through
introduction of its predator of the genus
Beroe. This item has advantages and
disadvantages. This measure is unnecessary
because of the natural invasion of Beroe
ovata in the Black Sea. In October 1997, in
the vicinity of Shabla, a new species
belonging to class Ctenophora and identified
as Beroe ovata was located.

The aim of this paper is to present the main
reason for the migration of Beroe ovata into
the Black Sea waters. Up to now this
predatory species has not been reported for
the basin’s fauna.

Materials and Methods. The samples for
analysis and identification were collected by
means of SCUBA diving technique. Species
were gathered in a glass vessel and moved
live to the laboratory. During sampling
operations representatives of the species
were shot with underwater camera in their
natural environment as they move and eat.
They were identified under laboratory
conditions after observations of live
individuals and species fixed in 4 %
formalin solution and 3 % gluteraldehyde.

Results and Discussion. The results of
morphostructural analysis of the Ctenophora
allow us to assume that this is a newcomer
in the Black Sea known as Beroe ovata
species. Its body is egg-shaped with well
expressed mouth-circling rim. Ciliated belts
are laid meredionally and linked with
crosswise arches.

It is well known that the species of the
genus Beroe have previously been considered

to be exclusively carnivorous on other
ctenophores (Greeve, 1970). Nelson
{Nelson, 1925) reports that Beroe ovata
feeds only on M. leidyi species. Qur
investigation reveal that from 2 to
7 individuals of M. leidyi with size 10-20 mm
have been discovered in the guts of the live
samples of Beroe ovata. Pieces of the prey
with size 10-40 mm were also found as well
as fragments of its sexual arches. The
underwater photographs which helped for
the identification of the species from class
Ctenophora completely confirmed the
results of the laboratory observations for the
presence of M. leidyi in Beroe ovata’s
stomach contents [Fig. 1]. If the prey is
smaller than the Beroe ovata, it 1s completely
engulfed. Small individuals of Beroe cut with
lips parts from the tissue of the M. leidyi
(Swanberg, 1970).

The technical mechanism for transfer of
larvae and adult representatives of M. leiclyi
and Beroe ovata is one and the same-ballast
waters. Despite of this their invasion did not
occur simultaneously but within a time gap
of 10 years.

The analysis of the data referring
Zooplankton state, M. leidy! quantity and
eutrophication degree shows that in 1986
when M. leidy] was discovered in the Black
Sea waters, the zooplankton biomass was
192.36 mg/m* and the number of ctenophora
was 8 ind/m* In 1990 the zooplankton
biomass decreased to 135.84 mg/m*and the
number of M. leidyi increased to 85-150 ind/
m® (Bogdanova, Konsulov, 1993).
An increasing trend of zooplankton biomass
(about 210 mg/m3) was noticed after 1992
when the number of M. leidyi was very
low-6 ind/m’. In the period 1995-1997 its
average abundance was 277 ind/m?
(Konsulov, Kamburska, 1997).
Under these ecological and trophic conditions
of the Black Sea shallow shelf zone off the
Bulgarian coast the same year we have
discovered adult and juvenile stages of Beroe
ovata. The reason for this is the high M. leidyi
abundance which Beroe ovata uses to feed



-197-

on, give us cnough grounds to assumc that
the invasion of the new for the Black Sea
Ctenophora is trophically determined.
Eliminating one of the reason for a high
level of eutrophication-Mnemiopsis leidyi, the
new ctenophora species Beroe ovata could
reach high biomass. This can lead to a new
disturbance in the Black Sca ccosystem as
mass development of ctenophores drastically
modifies the structure of an otherwise stable
community (Bishop, 1967). The above
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EkonornyHa o6ycnoseHOCT 3a HAaBNI3aHETO Ha HoBaTa
KreHodopa (Beroe ovata) 8 YepHo mope
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(Pesome)

[Ipes nocmegHuTE ABajgeceT FOAUHH B
PE3Y/ATAT Ha HMOBHINCHATA eyTpOQUKAIHA
¥ aHTPOIOreHHO Bb3dcicTBre YepHomop-
cKuAT DacefiH ce sABaARa LNAronpusiTCH 3a
TpaifHOTO yCTAHOBABaHE Ha MHOTO OpPH-
WBInHE. MacoBoTo pasBiUTHE Ha HAKOH OT
TAX BOAM JO ApPacTHUHH OPOMEHH B OHO-
pasnoolpa3neTo Ha IAaHKTOHHATa $ayHa.
Tosa ce OTHacA M3KIIOUHTENHO 3a Npefc-
TaputenuTe oT knac Ctenophora. 3a uep-
HOMOPCKATA INIaHKTOHHa gayna go 1997 r,
ca M3BECTHH NBA NpeICTaBHTENA Ha TO3H
knac-Pleurobrachia pileus u Mnemiopsis
leidyi. Cnopen pepuila aBTOpM MacoBOTO
passuTre Ha M. leidyi cnep 1986 r. mose-
A€ 00 HamansaBaHe Ha SKCINIcAaTallHOHHHSA
3anac Ha pubute ¥ GuopazHo0bpasneTO Ha
3pommaHkToHa. GESAMP uspaborsa cTpa-
TErHsS 33 OTPAHHYABAHE PA3ZEUTHUETO A B
Yepuoe Mope. EgHo OT NpelIOXKEHHATA €
33 GUOJIOTHYEH KOHTPON Ype3 HHTPOILYLH-
paHe Ha HelH XUIHHK OT pox Beroe, a
HMEHHO Beroe ovata, KOETO UMa KaKTO IIpe-
JHMCTBE, TaKa ¥ HEOOCTATBIIH.

[Ipes okromepu 1997 r. B paiioHa Ha
[ITabna Oe¢ OTKPHUT HOB NPEACTAaBATE]I Ha
knac Ctenophora, npuHanaexamn KsM pog

Beroe W uAeHTUQHLHPAH OT HAC KaTO Beroe
ovata. TO3H XHIHKK He € ChOOHIARAaH HO-
cera 3a $ayHarta Ha OacediHa. EcTecTBeHo-
TO HaBIH3aHe Ha Beroe ovata B YepHo Mope
HAIpPaBH H3NHUIIHA HamecaTa HA YOBEKA.

Hacrosamara nybnukanus npeacTags oc-
HOBHaTa [IpHYKHA 33 HABAH3AHETO HA HO-
BaTa 3a YepHo MoOpe KTeHOdopa Beroe
ovala, a UMCHHO BUCOKATa UYHCIEHOCT Ha
M. leidyi, x0osaTO € OCHOBHA XpaHa Ha Ho-
BHA BUA. ToBa HH 1aRa OCHOBAHME 12 [IPH-
€MCM, ¢ eCTeCTBEHOTO HaBnU3aHe Ha Ho-
BUA BUJ B YcpHO Mope e TpodHUuHOe 0byc-
JIOBEHO.

Ho ako wopata KTeHOodopa ce pa3Bue
MACOBO, CTHMKHHPAMKH ¢1Ha OT MPHUHHM-
TE 3a NMoBMiUcHA eyTpodHOocT-Mnemiopsis
leidyi, ToBa OM MOTHO Ia JOBEIE OO HOBH
IPACTUYHM NPOMEHH B YepHOMOpCKaTa
€KOCHCTEMa, ThH KaTO MidCOBOTO Pa3BUTHE
HAa KTegodOpHTE BHIOU3MEHS CTPYKTYpa-
Ta JOpH Ha cTabuiaHM GHOJIOTHYHM CHOO-
miecTea. OcTaBa OTKPHT BBMAPOCHT JalH
Berce ovata me ce ycTaHOBU TpalHO, KOH
e ObIe HEMHHAT XMIUHUK U KOTa ILIE ce
nnossu?
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