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A B S T R A C T

T h e  presen t paper rep o rts  the  o ccu rren ce  o f  the C h in ese  m itten  crab , E rio c h e ir  s in e n s is  H. M ilne 
E dw ards, 1854, in P ortugal and  thus ex ten d s its k n o w n  sou th e rly  d is trib u tio n  fo r E u ro p e . A vail
able P o rtuguese  d a ta  arc p re sen ted  and d isc u sse d  in c lu d in g  a possib le  new  s iz e  reco rd  for the 
northeastern  A tlan tic  region.

R É S U M É

L a p résence  du C rabe C h in o is , E rio c h e ir  s in e n s is  H. M iln e  E dw ard s , 1854, e s t s ig n a lé e  au 
Portugal, ce  qui é tend sa d is tr ib u tio n  en  E u ro p e  v ers  le sud. L es d o n n ées p o r tu g a ise s  so n t fournies 
et d iscu tées, y com pris un p o ss ib le  reco rd  d e  ta ille  p o u r  la rég ion  a tlan tiq u e  n o rd -o rien ta le .

The Chinese mitten crab, Eriocheir sinensis H. Milne Edwards, 1854, is a 
species of the temperate zone of eastern Asia, inhabiting China from the province 
of Fukien in the south to the west o f Korea in the north (Panning, 1938).

Since its introduction into Germany in 1912 (Peters & Panning, 1933), several 
authors have reported on the dispersal o f the mitten crab throughout Europe from 
the Netherlands (Otto & Kamps, 1935; Adema, 1991), Denmark (Jensen, 1936), 
Czechoslovakia (Panning, 1938), Belgium (Leloup, 1943; Adema, 1991), France 
(Hoestland, 1959), Finland and Sweden (Haahtela, 1963), and the British Isles, 
(Ingle, 1986). In the 1980’s the European range o f this crab stretched from the 
Bay of Biscay to the Baltic Sea (Christiansen, 1982).

Since 1994, 30 individuals o f  the Chinese mitten crab were caught during beam 
trawl sampling surveys for fish and crustaceans, in the Tagus estuary, Portugal 
(fig. 1). According to local fishermen, the mitten crab appeared in the Tagus 
basin during the late 1980’s and from 1988 to 1990 the species was abundant, 
but the population has decreased over the past seven years. The farthest upstream 
record was an individual caught 80 km from the estuary. Mitten crabs are caught
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T a b u ; I
D ala concern in g  the  30 in d iv id u a ls  u l' IC rio iiw ir  s in v n s is  II. M ilne E dw ards, 1X54. cau g h t in die

Tagus e s tu a ry , P ortugal

D ate S a lin ity  T em p era tu re  D ep th  W ate r  tran sp aren cy C arap ace  w id th  C a rap ac e  length Sex

(pp l) C O ( I D) ( o n ) (nun) 1 n un )

13-iii - 1995 n 18 1.8 30 62 58 M

I5-V -I995 30 20 3 15 68 64 M

I7-V -I995 27 22 3.5 25 65 59 M

I7-V -1995 27 n 3.5 25 64 61 M

1 9 -v -1995 12 21 4.5 35 69 64 b

2 4 -v -1995 14 21 5 35 68 63 F

14-vi - 1995 9 23 4 40 80 74 b

14-vi - 1995 9 23 4 40 64 f.l b

1 4 -v i-1995 9 23 4 40 67 62 M

IO -viii-1995 15 23 3 35 69 64 b

2 2 - iv -1996 7 17 1 10 77 70 b'

22 -iv -1996 7 17 1 10 70 65 h

0 4 -V -1996 13 16 4 6 0 69 65 M

OX-vii-1996 22 25 3 30 81 78 b

17-VÜ-I996 16 25 2 25 68 64 b

lH -vii-1996 26 23 2 30 71 65 b

3 1 -v ii-1996 5 24 3 4 0 78 73 M

31-V Ü -I996 5 24 3 4 0 78 72 M

3 1 -v ii-1996 5 24 3 40 74 71 M

ll-x i-1 9 9 6 2 15 4 35 70 65 M

29-xi - 1996 2 15 4 40 78 73 M

29-xi - 1996 2 15 4 40 80 74 M

3 0 -x i-1996 I 15 2.5 40 73 68 b'

30-xi - 1996 1 15 2.5 40 78 74 M
3 0 -x i-1996 1 15 2.5 40 76 72 M
3 0 -x i-1996 1 15 2 .5 40 76 72 b

3 0 -x i-1996 1 15 2.5 40 78 73 M
3 0 -x i-1996 1 15 2.5 40 74 70 M
3 0 -x i-1996 1 15 2.5 40 69 65 M
18 - x i i- 1996 19 14 2 40 88 84 M
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Fig. 1, O ccurrence o í  E r io c h e ir  s in e n sis  H. M ilne E dw ards 1854, in Portugal, w ith in  the T ag u s  
es tuary  and  up stream  in the river ( •  =  repo rted  occurrence).

mainly as a bycatch in traps used for the eel fishery and the species is considered 
a pest because it damages nets. However, despite the low abundance at present, 
this exotic crab is commercially exploited at some localities along the Tagus and 
it attains higher market prices than some of the most abundant decapod species, 
namely Crangon crangon (L., 1758) and Carcinus maenas (L., 1758).

In some European countries there is concern over the burrowing behaviour of 
E. sinensis and over the fact that they may compete with indigenous species, but 
to date there are no data concerning these issues in Portugal.

Data pertaining to the individuals caught in the Tagus estuary are presented 
in table I. Some of these showed larger carapace length than the maximum  
suggested by Falciai & Minervini (1995) and Hayward & Ryland (1995) (re
spectively, 63 and 62 mm). Adema (1991) gave as largest specimen known from  
the Netherlands a male with a carapace length o f slightly more than 85 mm  
which is 3 mm shorter than the largest Portuguese crab.


