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Since the beginning o f 2 0 0 8  VLIZ is working on the creation o f a data portal fo r the 
ScheldeM onitor. This data portal aims to redistribute and visualize physical, chemical 
and b io log ica l Scheldt Estuary data. Data comes from both Flemish and Dutch 
governm ent and research institutes perform ing measurements on the Zeeschelde and 
Westerschelde.

O ver 30  instances are involved in m onitoring o r measuring one o r another aspect o f 
the Scheldt Estuary. In most cases different institutes are responsible fo r m onitoring the 
Dutch and Flemish part o f the estuary. Data fo r the entire estuary is rarely availab le in 
an integrated way. The data portal that is being developed wants to add value by 
providing individual datasets through one portal.

W ithin the fram ework o f the data portal, we aim to set up the data exchange protocols 
with the data providers as autom ated as reasonably possible. However, at the same 
time a pragm atic approach is fo llow ed, making design decisions on an ad hoc basis 
and trying not to com plicate things IT-wise.

The ScheldeM onitor data portal is being set up with financial support o f the Flemish 
Governm ent, Beleidsdomein M ob ilite it en O penbare werken, M aritim e Toegang and 
will be availab le at www.scheldem onitor.org
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